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Catholic school trustees
may censor student surveys

M By David Lea
OAKVILLE BEAVER STAFF

Some student surveys may
soon find themselves unwel-
come within the schools of the
Halton Catholic District School
Board after trustees passed a
motion, last Tuesday, that
would require their approval
before they reach the class-
room.

The motion, introduced by
Joanne Matters, called on staff
to draft a policy, ‘allowing for
trustee approval of surveys and
pilot projects, which are moral-
ly sensitive or controversial in
nature, conducted under the
auspices of the Halton Catholic
District School Board.’

“It is necessary for trustees
to be made aware of such sur-
veys and pilot projects that
impact the students entrusted
to our care before such surveys
and pilot projects are initiated,”
said Matters in her rationale for
the motion.

“While it is recognized that
many surveys and pilot projects
of varying origins and inten-
tions are routinely implement-
ed within the Board, the intent
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of this policy is to address those
surveys and pilot projects that
are of a serious nature.”

Many trustees immediately
voiced concerns with the prac-
tical implications of such a
motion.

“Who is going to decide
what surveys (are examined)
and what surveys are of a
morally contentious nature,”
said Oakville trustee Alice Anne
LeMay.

“What is a controversial sur-
vey?” asked Burlington student
trustee Ryan Durran.

Matters did not provide a
specific example or any indica-
tion of the type of surveys the
board was hoping to guard
against noting that these ques-
tions would be dealt with at a
later date.

“That’s something that can
be addressed in the policy that
will be developed by our staff,”
she said. “It’s a good question
and we have to grapple with
that. On one hand it’s quite
complicated, and on the other
it’s quite simple and obvious.”

Oakville Trustee Anthony
Danko also noted that these
kinds of questions were prema-
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ture.

“The intent of this motion is
really to be a starting point to
draft a policy,” he said. “If
passed, we would begin devel-
oping these guidelines.”

Durran expressed fear over
where he believes this policy is
going and how it will effect stu-
dents.

“I have problems with a pol-
icy which says that surveys and
pilot projects emanating from
the board have to be vetted for
controversial or morally-sensi-
tive material. I think the staff of
the board is sensitive to moral-
ly sensitive issues,” he said. “I
think this opens the door to
arbitrary moral judgments.”

This call for required trustee
approval of surveys and pilot
projects comes in the wake of
the Halton Youth Survey creat-
ed by the ‘Our Kids Network.’

Asking questions like, ‘in the
last 12 months, have you seri-
ously considered suicide or tak-
ing your own life,’ the survey
was issued to schools through-
out the Halton. The survey was
not well-received by some par-
ents who brought their con-
cerns to local trustees.
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Yes, I would like to don:olz‘ie_‘to
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY CANADA!
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Please help Habitat for _

Humanity Canada
Global Village
team member

Shirley Brush provide
a ‘Dream Come True’

for a family in Central
America this summer!
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Please make your cheque payable to HABITAT FOR HUMANITY CANADA and
make reference to “Shirley’s Happy Homes” and mail it to:

Habitat for Humanity Canada
40 Albert Street, Waterloo, ON N2L 3S2

Thank you very much for your support! Income tax receipts will be issued for all donations.
Charitable Registration #11895 0120 RR0001
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.Redefine Your Living Space

We design and build Bathrooms . Kitchens . Basements

Visit the 2,500 sq. ft.

Showroom Today

In-Home Consultations

From Traditional,

Victorian, Contemporary,

Art Nouveau

More Than a 1000 ;

Different Ceramic Tiles, & = =
Acrylic Products, Fixtures, Bathtubs, Showers,
Air Tubs and Custom Designed Cabinetry

Suite Encounters

More than 20 years of experience

198 Speers Road, Oakville

905-845-9675

Make Peace
with your Pool. ¢

Aqua Rite *XL, from Hayward, is a
revolutionary water sanitizing system
using salt that delivers soft, pure,

crystal clear water and frees you from
the traditional hassles of dealing with
chlorine. It is easy to use, automatic and
economical for minimum maintenance
and maximum relaxation.

Until July 8 2007, visit www.poolheaven.ca
and receive a $100 mail-in rebate when you
purchase an Aqua Rite XL system.
(For existing pool owners) —

- Digital salt level display and
8 diagnostic LEDs

« Generates chlorine for swimming I
pools up t 150,000 L (40,000 gal) | N
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*Thisofferis valid for qualifying purchases ofan Aqua Rite® model # AQ-RITE-CUL, Aqua Rite XL model
#AQ-RITE-XL-CUL and GEN-R-8 electronic chlorine generator from Hayward®
participating dealers, purchased in Canada from April 2, 2007 to July 8, 2007, by end
user. This mail-in rebate is applicable only to existing pool owners (installed before

« Self-cleaning cell

« No annual cartridge
replacement

« 120VAC, 60Hz, with
3 ft. plug-in line cord

www.poolheaven.ca

December 31, 2006), Any applicable Canadian sales taxes (i.e. Goods and services Tax,
Quebec Sales Tax and Harmonized Sales Tax) are included in the rebated face value
For more details, go on-line at www.poolheaven.ca

®Aqua Rite and Turbo Cell are registered trademarks of H-Tech, Inc. ©2006 Hayward
Industries, Inc. Hayward is a registered trademark of Hayward Pool Products, Inc.
©2005 Hayward Pool Products, Inc

HAYWARD@POM Products

One source. Every pool.




