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Appleby
College
scores first

by
Integrating
technology
Into
curriculum

Use of laptop
computers keep
students wired-in

By Nancy Alexander
SPECIAL TO THE BEAVER

On the surface they look like ordi-
nary, sturdy, navy blue backpacks. Closer
inspection, however, reveals a compart-
ment designed specifically to house a
$4,000 lap top computer.

Welcome to the wired world of the
Appleby College student.

As classes resumed this September,
Appleby College in Oakville became the
first high school in Canada to fully inte-
grate technology into the curriculum.

That means every student and teacher
is now equipped with his or her own
IBM Think Pad. In turn, every desk in
every classroom has a port for students to
plug into and log onto the Appleby net-
work which has hill Internet, Intranet and
e-mail capabilities.

Students have constant access to the
Internet for research and also have a new
method to communicate with teachers.
Every Appleby teacher and student has
an e-mail address which allows them to
submit assignments, ask questions and
communicate during non-class hours.

As with any venture into uncharted
territory, Appleby’s decision to fully
embrace this new technology did not
come without its share of controversy or
bumps in the road.

Headmaster Guy McLean in fact, has
become a bit of an expert on bumps.

McLean says candidly that the new
system was “a bit of a nightmare” to set
up, not least because there was no how-
to manual or “off-the-shelf’ solution to
guide the way.

“We have 570 kids with passwords
and e-mail addresses. Two hundred of
those students live on campus and have
data and electron-
ic ports in their
rooms. We’ve got
40  classrooms
completely wired
with 24 electronic
ports in each
room. The time
frame for imple-
menting all of it
was pretty tight.
Then you have to
adapt your cur-
riculum.”

McLean talks
fast, and you get
the feeling he’s
had to think even
faster to work out
the logistics of
this massive
undertaking.

Once the deci-
sion had been
made to go for-
ward,  Appleby
launched a pilot
project last year
involving all of its
Grade 9 to 11 stu-
dents. This year,
the entire school,
Grades 7 to OAC,
is fully integrated
into the technolo-
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admits the deci-
sion to take the
school in this
direction was not
without doubters,
primarily among
parents. Still, he
feels his students
will benefit great-

chance

Etobicoke. This allows them to interact
on or off campus.”

McLean says apart from the logistics
of wiring the campus and equipping the
classrooms, the biggest focus was on
doing the professional development nec-
essary to help the teachers feel comfort-
able and confident with the material.

His advice to any school or school
board considering the move to a high-
tech classroom is to place great emphasis
on staff training and development.

“Above all, there has to be substance.
You don’t want to throw out good the
good things just to make room for the
technology.”

At Appleby, they have tried to struc-
ture their curriculum so that the technol-
ogy fits into the program naturally.
Instead of having a specific computer
studies course, for instance, students are
required to leam a particular set of com-
puter skills as an integral part of a math
or geography course.

McLean says Appleby has been
forced to examine how technology actu-
ally changes learning. Take the library,
for instance.

“What is a library in our setting?”, he
asks. “ Is it a place of quiet repose? Do
we need stacks? Is it a place that pro-
motes enriched literature programs?
We’re under a lot of pressure to find solu-
tions to these questions.

“We want to remain a liberal arts
school in terms of our program, but with
a technical balance, but the trick is find-
ing the balance without giving up too
much.”

Among the students who were part of
last year’s pilot project, the assessment is
mostly positive. The biggest surprise,
coming from the computer generation, is
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Financing

Lease or $2000

2000 CHRYSLER NEON
Auto, air, cassette, tilt, dual air bags and more!

ly from the
enhanlt_:ed com- 17,388 and 4.8 %,0r
puter literacy.
“Technology $0 DOWN 1$1500 DOWN 1[$3000 DOWN
and the ability to * *
use it effectively 2 5 8 ® 2 1 8 ® ti 8.8 ® .
4.5%"' LEASE 4.5%"' LEASE 4.5%"' LEASE

is  increasingly
important in peo-
ple’s lives,” he
notes. “We want-
ed our graduates
to be competent
and not fearful of
it. Also, there was
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2000 GRAND CARAVAN

this  knowledge 3.0L, auto, air, 7 sedting, pw., pl,, pm cruise, tilt, cassette,
that a lot of O?Jr sw:creen glass, roof rack, el doors and more

students  we’re 44 4 6 6 * 0%+

Aready going 24,288 ama 3.8

home to lap tops $0 DOWN $1500 DOWN $4000 DOWN
and we wanted to

give them more MO MO. MO.
opportunities  to 3.8%"' LEASE 3.8%' LEASE 3.8%' LEASE

work with the
technology at
school and be able
to travel with it.

“For instance, 0

we might have a
student who lives [Dodge
on campus, but Dodge Trucks
his lab partner ORGSR
might live in
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Appleby stu-
dents Mark

. Lee, Nadja
Freeman and
Jim Baillie with
teacher Tracey
Duldhardt:
using technolo-
gy to its full
advantage in
learning envi-
ronment.
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Peter C. McCusker

that there were a number of students who
didn’t feel comfortable with the move to
technology.

Nadja Freeman, a senior, was one of
the reluctant ones. She admits there were
some up and downs at first, but says the
teachers were very helpful as well as
other students Who felt more at home
with computers.

Nadja says that while computers can
never replace teachers or books, she has
come to view them as a valuable aid,
both in the classroom and as a research
tool. She has also learned that they can be
addictive.

“You can waste a lot of time if you’re
not careful. You have to teach yourself
when enough is enough. It teaches you
self-discipline which is good for univer-
sity.”

Two of her classmates, Jim Baillie
and Mark Lee both liked the idea of the
high-tech approach from the start. Lee
feels it will give him “a head start in a
computer-generated world”.

Baillie said the first year of the pro-
gram was “ a bit shaky” with some teach-
ers seemingly not sure of how to incor-
porate the technology into their pro-
grams. This year, he says, the system is
running much more smoothly and he
likes the fact he can access his teachers,
even after class hours.

The biggest reservations about the
new technology have been expressed by
parents.

McLean says there have been
parental concerns about whether there is
a need for so much technology so early
in their child’s education, and what it is
doing to the curriculum.

“This is an issue we’re trying to
address,” says McLean.

'“ONLY 19, 1999 BARGAINS LEFT!

_O_nl% 2 26T's Left
Carayjcia

V8, auto, air, P.W., P.D.L, fill,

Interior Design

409 BRANT ST. -
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Drexel Heritage, Hammary, Lane, Hekman, Highland House, Rom Weber, Lexington

CANADIAN MENTAL
HEALTH ASSOCIATION
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HALTON REGION, BRANCH, PRESENTS

RECENTLY SEPARATED?

SEMINARS FORTHE SEPARATED
LECTURE SERIES AND SELF-HELP GROUP
SPEAKERS ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING TOPICS:

*STAGES OF SEPARATION * COMMUNICATION WITH YOUR EX
* PARENTING AFTER SEPARATION  «LEGAL ASPECTS
*COPING WITH STRESS/ANGER ~ *REBUILDING SELFESTEEM

« LIFE AFTER DIVORCE?

Presentations followed by small group discussions
with other recently separated men and women.

DATES: Tuesdays, Oct. 19-Dec. 21/99
7:00-10:00 p.m.
FEE  $70.00 (leddemynatdasadde

LOCATION Oakville Parent-Child Centre
341 Kerr Street, Oakville

Call 693*4270 to register

HOME FURNISHINGS

Visit our 30,000 sqg. ft. newly designed

showroom, you will Be amazed at the grea
selection. We’re bursting with wonderful

Fall Savings...Including 15-60% Off
all floor models!

The Place to Start s TJIOtHULSVMe

BURLINGTON =« 333-6670

2 To Choose From

cruise, leather, AM/FM cassette CD,

slider, 17" wheels & much more.
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2000 CHRYSLER 300M

3.5L, high output engine, 4 spd. auto, climate control, leather, pw.,
pi., pm., cruise, tilt, keyless alarm, cassette CD, ABS brakes, 17"
alum, wheels, power sunroof, power seats and more.
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4.8%' LEASE 4.8%"' LEASE 4.8%"' LEASE

1fllIf DODGE CHRYSLER JH >
646 4th Line, Speers Road, Oakville

www.oakviiledodge.com
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2000 CHRtTSLER INTREPID
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2000 DODGE CARAVAN

3.0V6, 4 spd., auto, air, 7 passenger seating, pw., pl,, pm cruise,
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