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Highway dedicated to FSSF
(Continued from page B2)

Lately, Cutmore has been thumbing 
through his collection of war history 
with new enthusiasm.

A section of highway in Alberta has 
been named after the First Special 
Service Force. A military ceremony to 
dedicate Hwy. 4 between Lethbridge 
and Coutts on the Alberta-Montana 
border as the FSSF Memorial Highway 
was held on Sept. 18th in Milk River, 
20 kilometres north of the border.

In 1996, a group of surviving 
American FSSF veterans convinced the 
USA department of highways to 
rename a portion of Interstate 15 
between Helena and the Alberta- 
Montana border.

“That prompted my aunt, Judith 
Dimond, to have a section of highway 
in Canada named after these lads,” 
explains Cutmore, adding she started 
the Canadian campaign. She was joined 
by Barbara Waters, wife of the late Sen. 
Stan Waters, a FSSF general and the 
first elected member of the Senate in 
1989.

The initial official reaction to this 
request was “no, we don’t dedicate 
highways.” The pair enlisted the sup
port of Reform Party leader Preston 
Manning, and also received support 
from retired Major-General Lewis 
MacKenzie. The rest is history.

“Then, about two years ago, a sec
tion of Hwy. 416 linking Ottawa to 
Hwy. 401 was renamed Canadian 
Veterans Memorial Highway, and the

Make it  a day in 
Downtown Oakville
byKymFunneU
What better way to start your day 
than with a frothy Cappuccino (or a 
steaming cup of tea) in one of down
town Oakville's many quaint coffee 
shops? Whether it be a lounging, 
leisurely day or a day when you need 
to get things done, all your waits oral 
needs con be found here, and any 
day can begin with a Cappuccino! 
Oakville was founded m 1827, and as 
a quaint, historical town has preserved 
its ridi heritage, especially downtown. 
Strolling through downtown Oakville 
you can't help but notice the exquisite 
19th century buildings that are home 
to 350 shops, services and restau
rants.
Enjoy a relaxing day, starting at one of 
the many beauty and bar salons, 
pamper yourself! Move on to the a t 
galleries, gam some insight on how to 
fil that blank spot on your woil you've 
been looking at fa  so long. If art 
galleries aren't your cup of tea, you 
can't go wrong checkmg out some of 
the mens', womens' and chicken's 
fashion boutiques. Then stop fa  lunch 
at one of the 30 different restaurants or 
pubs, offering a vaiety wide enough to 
please even the pickiest pdate!

letters came pouring in support of ded
icating a highway to the FSSF,” said 
Cutmore.“The precedent had been set. 
The Alberta department of highways 
could no longer resist.”

The dedication at Milk River was 
attended by about 30 veterans and 500 
guests, including the Cutmores.

“It is the first highway in Canada to 
be named after a specific unit. My 
uncle traveled that route in 1942 from 
Calgary to Helena for his training.”

Sgt. Cutmore was one of nine sib
lings raised in Bronte. Previously the 
family lived at the English Inn beside 
Appleby College. “He is the only one 
missing from my father’s family.” The 
remaining siblings range in age from 
their early 60s to their late 80s.

He joined the FSSF in August 1942, 
and had been a member of the Oakville 
Lome Scots since 1940.

“I don’t recall ever meeting my 
uncle,” continues Cutmore. “There’s an 
old picture taken in about 1941 of my 
uncle holding me on his lap when I was 
about 1 1/2 years old.”

The joint Canadian-American FSSF 
consisted of about 2,500 men, about 
1,800 of them fighting soldiers. The 
unit was about equally represented by 
Canadians and Americans.

The unit suffered a 135% casualty 
rate. “They had more casualties than 
the number of men who originally 
signed up,” explains Cutmore. “They 
just kept replenishing the ranks.”

The FSSF saw 251 days of action

from 1942 until it was disbanded in 
1944 in southern France. It had cap
tured more than 35,000 prisoners, won 
eight campaign stars, and earned eight 
Canadian battle honours. It never failed 
a mission.

The brigade “was the first unit in 
Rome on June 4, 1944, and spearhead
ed the liberation forces,” said Cutmore. 
They faced fierce fighting at the hands 
of “battle experienced German soldiers. 
There were also a lot of demoralized 
Czechs and Poles fighting for 
Germany.

“This historic event is overshad
owed by the Normandy Invasion which 
took place two days later.”

The unit was attached for the US 
Fifth Army, says Cutmore. “For this 
reasoji, we don’t hear much about 
them.”

The vehicles the FSSF used, called 
T-15 Cargo Carrier Lights, dubbed 
‘weasels,’ were tested on the Columbia 
Ice Field in 1942. “It was the only place 
where they could find the closest 
resemblance of snow.” The vehicles 
could be dropped from a cargo plane, 
and proved effective in transporting 
men and cargo over snow and ice cov
ered terrain.

Cutmore owns one of these 
‘weasels’ which he stores out of town, 
and arranged to have it transported to 
Milk River for the ceremony.

“I took a few of the old veterans for 
rides in the ‘weasel,’ said Cutmore. 
“We had a lot of fun.”

Tree Lighting Cerem ony on Friday
Oakville’s annual Tree Lighting 

Ceremony takes place this Friday, Nov. 
12th. Festivities begin at 7 p.m. at the 
Towne Square, Lakeshore Road at 
George Street, with town crier Betty 
Kading and Mayor Ann Mulvale lead
ing the carol singing. The tree will be 
officially lit at 7:30 p.m.

The Oakville Wind Orchestra and 
The Salvation Army Band will perform 
holiday favourites. Salvation Army 
volunteers will be serving hot cider.

The public is being asked to bring a 
new unwrapped toy to the Tree 
Lighting Ceremony for to . the 
Salvation Army Jingle Bell Fund.
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t if ii colours of fall in Lakeside Park, 
at the foot of Navy Street. Walk a 
little further and explore one of 
Oakvflle's two harbours, a charming 
atmosphere for a leisurely afternoon.
If you arrive with a to-do list, the 
options are plentiful. From doctors to 
dentists, lawyers to counseling ser
vices, anything you could need - you 
can find here. Other businesses you 
can find downtown are a variety of 
banks, accountants, florists, funeral 
homes, pharmacies, gift shops, and 
specialty food stores, to name a few. 
You can even visit one of the two local 
radio stations, ask than to play your 
favourite song.
With a mix of commercial, business 
and retail, downtown Oakville will 
shower you with suggestions and 
selection. From everyday needs to 
frivolous fun, downtown offers H all, 
every day of the week.
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Beauty and Comfort in ALL SIZES j ____________________
107 Reynolds S t (at Lakeshore Rd. £.) Downtown OAKVILLE 845-1210  J

SALE PRICES END SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1999, WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

Last 4 days
of Kemnore D ays!

Now $998
KENMORE SUPER CAPACITY  

LAUNDRY TEAM
Washer features 8 programs and Dual-Action® 

agitator. # 47602 . Sears reg. 719.99. $599 
Dryer features 6 programs and reversible door. 

#88602 . Sears reg. 499.99. $399

I

Save $280
KENMORE W H ISPER TO NE* 

CANISTER VACUUM
POWER-MATE® Junior included. 

28' power cord. #26600 . 
Sears reg. 699.99. $419

Save $100
KENMORE EASY-CLEAN RANGE

Features flush fit and electronic clock. 
# 55090 . Sears reg. 599.99. $499

White and self-clean available; extra

Save $250
KENMORE 21.6-CU. FT. FRIDGE
With freezer light and humidity-controlled crisper. 

# 60292 . Sears reg. 1249.99. $999
Available in White, Black and Almond

Save $140
KENMORE ELECTRONIC  

DISHW ASHER
Features direct-feed wash system and 
‘child lock-out’ control panel. #15772. 

Sears reg. 719.99. $579 
Also available in Black

H  Use your Sears Card and 
pay no in terest ‘til 2002, p ins 

ea rn  double Sears Club points on all m ajo r app liances
‘No Interest’ offer: Pay in 26  m onthly paym ents, in terest free, until January 2 0 0 2 . M in im um  $ 2 0 0  purchase. $ 3 5  deferra l fee and all applicable taxes and 

charges are payable at tim e of purchase. Excludes item s in our L iquidation/O utlet stores and Catalogue purchases. Double Sears Club points offer: Use your 
Sears Card and get double Sears Club points on all m ajor appliances. Excludes m aintenance agreem ent, delivery and installation charges. For Catalogue orders, 

quote Bonus Offer num ber 94  16 2 2213  to get your double Sears Club points. Both offers: On approved cred it, w ith your Sears Card.
Offers end Sunday. Novem ber 14, 1999 . Ask for details.
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Come see the many sides of Sears®

Visit Sears Oakville Place Mon.-Fri. 9:30 am-9:00 pm. Sat. 8:00 am -6:00 pm. Sun. 11 am -6 pm.


