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Wave o f Silence on 
Remembrance Day
There will be silence.
When the clock strikes the 11th hour on 

the 11th day of the 11th month, everything 
will stop for two minutes of silence. All 
radio and TV signals will stop, shops and 
schools, factories and farms will be still, 
and veterans will stand in silence at the 
local cenotaph on Thursday morning.

For too many years, says the Royal 
Canadian Legion, Remembrance Day has 
been an observance of just the war veterans 
and their families and friends, and those of 
the fallen.

It is also observed in schools, after the 
Legion convinced Queen’s Park that Nov. 
11th should not be a statutory holiday in 
1982, arguing that students must be in 
school to observe 
Remembrance Day.

Elsewhere, main­
ly at workplaces, it’s 
been ‘business as 
usual’ with little 
thought given to the 
young soldiers who 
lost their lives dur­
ing World Wars I 
and II, and the 
Korean War.

It is feared, as the 
aging veterans die, that Canada’s contribu­
tion to the war effort will be forgotten. 
Fewer than 500 veterans of World War I 
remain alive, and about 350,000 World War 
II veterans are alive today.

Realizing Thursday will be the last 
Remembrance Day before the New 
Millennium, the Legion has launched a 
campaign to have a two-minute Wave of 
Silence.

“Living in Canada, it is easy to forget 
that this century has been the most violent 
period in human history,” says the Legion’s 
‘2 Minutes Silence’ leaflet.

“More than 1.4 million young Canadians 
have volunteered to serve in our military 
and merchant navy and more than 116,000 
have given their lives,” it states.

‘The Wave of Silence will be observed 
at 11 a.m., local times, from Newfoundland 
to British Columbia,” said Bill Allan, vice- 
president of the Oakville Legion.

“We’re asking everyone to stop what 
they’re doing for two minutes (wherever 
safety and practicality permit) to remem­
ber.”

The Town of Oakville supports the 
Legion’s campaign to observe two minutes 
of silence.

“Please take two minutes to silently 
reflect and express gratitude for the sacri­
fices made by those who fought for 
Canada’s freedom,” said town clerk Judith 
Muncaster.

The two-minute Wave of Silence 
replaces the one-minute’s silence observed 
since the mid-1950s.

A two-minute silence was first observed 
in Africa in 1918, when a two-minute 
silence was observed daily from May 14th 
to Nov. 11th, in anticipation of the 
Germany’s defeat at the hands of the Allies, 
and the end of World War I. This obser­

vance was adopted 
as a tradition for 
Remembrance Day. 
“We’re reviving this 
tradition of the two- 
minute silence,” said 
Allan.

In 1921, the poppy 
was adopted as the 
official symbol of 
Canada’s Great War 
Veterans Association, 
and has been incor­

porated into the logo for the two-minute 
Wave of Silence.

The two minutes silence will highlight 
the Oakville Legion’s Remembrance Day 
ceremony at the Cenotaph at George’s 
Square tomorrow at 11 a.m. It was observed 
by the Bronte Legion during its 
Remembrance Day ceremony on Sunday.

Thursday’s two-minute silence will be 
followed by the reading of John McCrae’s 
In Flanders Fields by Michelle Ashbumer, 
the laying of wreaths, the Prayer o f 
Remembrance said by Major Ray Braddock 
of the Oakville Salvation Army, and the 
singing of Onward Christian Soldiers.

Last Post and Reveille will be played by 
Bruce Taylor, conductor of the Oakville 
Salvation Army Band.

Pastor Douglas Bramer of Hopedale 
Bible Chapel will also participate in the cer­
emony.

George’s Square is on Trafalgar Road 
between Palmer and Sumner Avenues.

For more information, call the Oakville 
Legion at 845-6271, or check the web site: 
www.legion.ca

SCORE THE REST OF THE 

REGULAR SEASON FOR ONLY $79!*

C'mon, get moving! The season is 
ending, and there's only one way to 
see all the teams as they battle it 
out for the final playoff spots and 
positions - NFL SUNDAY T IC K E T”. 
Get NFL SUNDAY T IC K E T” today 
and you'll receive up to 13 games a 
week for the rest of the season.

Plus, you'll get 30 digital music 
channels and an Interactive 
Programming Guide.

It's your call. Order NFL SUNDAY 
T IC K E T” and get the rest of the 
1999 season for only $79*.

WE’VE GOT YOUR GAME

Call 1-877-449-4474

•Offer applies to last eight weeks of 1999 NFL regular season, starting November 14, 1999 through 
January 2, 2000. Offer available only until December 1 ,1999 . NFL SUNDAY TICKET™ package does 
not include the cost of equipment rental. Blackout restrictions may apply. NFL SUNDAY TICKET™ is 
a registered trademark of NFL Enterprises LP. ©1999. The V design is a registered trademark owned 
by Viewer's Choice Canada. Viewer's Choice™ is a trademark owned by Viewer's Choice Canada.
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WANT IT... NEED IT...

GET IT!

Bell World
Winston Gate Shopping Centre, 

Winston Churchill at Dundas 
(906) 866-2220 

Oakville Place, Oakville 
(906)816-9200 

Jackson Square, Hamilton
(905) 523-7610

Ancaster Meadowiands Power Centre, 
821 Golf Links Rd., Ancaster

(906) 304-6611
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