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Teens tutoring young students 
with learning difficulties

Service groups 
back The Club

By Claudia D*Souza
SPECIAL TO THE BEAVER

St. James Catholic School has 
joined ‘The Club,’ an after school 
tutoring program that started in 
November at the Morden Road 
elementary school.

The Oakville Big Sister 
Association in partnership with 
the Rotary Club of Oakville 
North and Big Brothers of 
Halton, offers the Club at no cost, 
thanks to a $23,000 new initiative 
grant by the United Way.

The Rotary Club of Oakville 
North made an additional dona­
tion of $7,500 to ensure the pro­
gram continues.

“Big Sisters was looking to do 
a pilot project and our school was 
chosen,” explains St. James prin­
cipal John Susi. “It’s an excellent 
opportunity for some of our stu­
dents to get the one-on-one atten­
tion they need.”

Held after school on 
Monday’s and Wednesday’s, the 
program is offered until the end

of the school year.
Volunteers recruited and 

screened by Big Sisters, assist 50 
children from Grade 3 to 8 with 
their homework and educational 
games for each hour and 20 
minute session.

“Big Sisters provided specific 
criteria and we chose the chil­
dren,” says Susi. “They may need 
extra help because English is 
their second language or they’re 
struggling academically or are at 
risk due to low income. Their 
parents may be willing to help, 
but there are barriers such as lan­
guage, academic background or 
because of their work schedules.”

As the program co-ordinator, 
Amy Obendorfer is responsible 
for recruiting, training and inter­
viewing volunteer tutors and 
matching them to youth.

“We’d like to expand The 
Club into a public school this 
year, and eventually other 
schools in the community,” she 
explains. “The goal is to raise the 
students’ self-esteem and 
improve their study and organiza­
tional skills, and with our enthu­
siastic volunteers, we will make a 
difference.”

Andrew Caird, President of

Rogers Video recalling popcorn
Rogers Video has voluntarily recalled specific batches of its 100 

gram and 300 gram packages of ‘Rogers Video Lite Butter 
Microwave Popping Com’, after an Ottawa, Ontario, customer 
claimed to have found small fragments of glass in the 100 gram 
bags.

The product bar code numbers are 305976 and 305978, in batch­
es OCT2101N3, OCT2101N4 and OCT2101N8.

These batches are known to have been distributed in Nova Scotia 
and Ontario, and may have been distributed in Western Canada.

After being advised by Rogers Video, the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency (CFIA) is investigating the complaint and work­
ing with Rogers to moniter the effectiveness of the recall.

While Rogers Video believes this is an isolated incident, it is ask­
ing customers to return any 100 gram or 300 gram packages from 
these batches to their Rogers Video store for a full refund.

Distress Centre lines open
The Oakville Distress lines will be available every day through­

out the holiday season, including Christmas Day.
Many people feel very lonely or sad at this time of year, while 

others feel overwhelmed and stressed by the extra demands on time 
and energy.

Whatever the problem, the telephone volunteer counsellors are 
available to lend a friendly ear, whether it be simply to chat for a 
while or to offer some emotional support and encouragement.

All calls to the distress line are free, confidential and anonymous. 
Call any day between noon and midnight at 849-4541.

the Rotary Club of Oakville 
North views The Club as the 
beginning of a grp t partnership.

“Our focus is projects pertain­
ing to youth,” he says, “We raise 
money through fundraisers such 
as the annual T.V. Auction and 
then ensure the money is well 
spent within the community. The 
Club is right up our alley.

Rotary member Gary Bus teed 
has been a part of the organizing 
committee from the start and 
we’re really excited about it.”

“It is such an honour to be 
able to offer The Club to our 
youth in Oakville,” adds Big 
Sisters executive director 
Marilyn Markow. “We see this as 
an important program that not 
only benefits our youth academi­
cally, but provides a volunteer 
opportunity for high school stu­
dents 16 years of age or older to 
complete their community ser­
vice commitment. It’s an excel­
lent opportunity for youth to help 
youth.”

The advent of The Club is 
supported by research that shows 
the most resilient youth are those 
whose families, schools and com­
munities provide caring concern, 
have high expectations of them 
and create opportunities for 
involvement and participation.

The need for peer tutoring 
programs in Oakville is high. A 
January survey of 40 schools in 
the community showed 35 don’t 
offer peer tutoring although 
teachers give students extra help 
after school.

The Club compliments the 
Big Sisters Resource Centre that 
opened at its 61 Lakeshore Rd.W. 
office a year ago. Twenty-three 
children assisted by 13 trained 
volunteers participated in the 
study hall, receiving help with 
homework using computers and 
the Internet for school projects.

After seeing the success of the 
Resource Centre, the United Way 
allocated a grant to get The Club 
off the ground.

“We invite the public to join 
The Club by volunteering or by 
making a donation,” says 
Markow.

For more information about 
The Club, call Amy Obendorfer 
at (905) 338-0238 or e-mail big- 
sis@web.net.
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Lottery
i .  t l  :

win 
worth 

$540,000 
to local 
family

Playing the lottery together as a family paid off big for four Oakville residents.
Tran Buu Phan, 26, split $540,507. 50 — the second prize in the Dec. 13th Lotto 6/49 draw — 

with his uncle, Due The Vuong, 52, his aunt, Mai Vuong, 52, and cousin Anne Vuong, 25.
The four have been buying lottery tickets together for the past three months.
Their plans for the lucky windfall include traveling, education and a new car.
The winning lottery ticket was purchased at Rabba Foods on Marlborough Court.

H a lto n  M P P ’s  b ill w o u ld  s e e  f la g s  
f ly  a t  h a lf -m a s t  w h e n  o f f ic e r s  k ille d

By Irene Gentle
SPECIAL TO THE BEAVER

According to Halton MPP 
Ted Chudleigh, it’s just a matter 
of respect.

So he has introduced a bill 
requiring all provincial buildings 
to fly flags at half-mast whenev­
er a police or corrections officer 
is killed in the line of duty.

Currently, the decision to 
lower the flag is made by offi­
cials at each individual facility.

“I. was shocked to find out 
that flags don’t have to be low­
ered at provincial buildings 
when police or correctional offi­
cers are killed in the line of 
duty,” said Chudleigh, whose 
riding • includes Oakville resi­
dents north of Upper Middle 
Road. “This legislation, if 
passed, will remedy that situa­
tion.”

The issue came to his atten­
tion following the death of Sgt. 
Rick McDonald, who was killed 
during an attempt to slow a flee­
ing vehicle in northern Ontario.

“The Milton court house did­
n’t lower the flag then,” said 
Chudleigh. “I figured I’d fix 
that. And since correctional offi­

cers also risk their lives for us, I 
though I’d add them in.”

He said he considered adding 
fire fighters to the lisf but 
stopped since they aren’t 
Ontario employees.

The McDonald case inspired
'  « ’  -  ' I
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H alton police officer 

facing m isc h ie f charges
A Halton Regional Police 

officer is facing charges in 
connection with a hit-and-run 
property damage incident 

According to investiga­
tors, a police cruiser was 
involved in a collision in a 
Burlington plaza parking lot 
on Dec. 14th.

As a result, Const. Myles 
McLaughlan has been 
charged with public mischief, 
failing to remain at the scene 
of an accident and uttering a 
false document.

Constable McLaughlan, a 
first-year member of Halton 
Regional Police assigned to 
Burlington, has beeh sus­
pended from duty with pay. 
He will appear in Burlington 
Court on Jan. 3rd.

the government to pass legisla­
tion making penalties for fleeing 
the police more severe.

And it spurred Chudleigh to 
ensure respect is shown for all 
officers who sacrifice their lives 
in the protection of public safety.

“I think it shows respect for 
the people who put their lives on 
the line,” he said.

First reading of the bill went 
well, though it drew some heck­
ling from NDP representatives, 
said .Chudleigh.

“The NDP yelled at me. I 
think it was (NDP Corrections 
critic) Peter Kormos, but I was 
trying to ignore it,” he said. 
“They talked about us privatiz­
ing the jail guards, which we’re 
not doing in Milton. I was disap­
pointed with their reaction.” 

Kormos attended a rally at 
Milton’s Maplehurst
Correctional Complex earlier 
this year to protest the privatiza­
tion of Ontario jails.

The guards stated concerns 
that cost-saving measures in for 
profit facilities could endanger 
the lives of jail guards.

Third reading of the proposed 
legislation isn’t likely to take 
place before spring.

O A K V I L L E

SHIATSU & MASSAGE THERAPY
C E N T R E  L T D .

We Wish 
you Joy, 

Happiness 
and Health 

for the • 
Holiday (Season!

(an d  o f  course) 

G i f t  C e r t i f i c a t e s  

A r e  A v a i l a b l e

125  L a kesh o re  R d . E ., S u ite  304  (N a vy  &  L akeshore)

8 4 5 - 3 1 3 7

Certified Personal Trainers With Proven Results

F E R R O N E
FITNESS CENTRE

“...More Than Just A Gym”

✓  Daily Aerobics Classes
✓  Elliptical Trainer
✓  Free Weights
✓  Lifecycles
✓  Step Mill
✓  Nutritional Counselling
✓  Babysitting
✓  Hair Salon
✓  Tai-Boex

✓  Saunas
✓  Nautilus
✓  Yoga
✓  Stairm asters
✓  Tread Mills
✓  Sunbeds
✓  Nordic Track
✓  Reg’d Massage Therapists
✓  Esthetician

Experience Ourir  Friendly Atmosphe 
&  Personalized Servi l

here
ce

8 4 9 - 1 0 2 1
467 SPEERS RD. (W  OF DORVAL)

Worth every single 
stare-inducing 

penny.

Frontal Star Rating
Based on NHTSA Ratings. 
Models year 2000

Driver's Side Passenger's Side

★ ★ ★ ★ ★  ★ ★ ★

The N ew  Beetle

3 . 9 %
purchase financing

• 2.0 litre , 115 horsepower, 4-cylinder engine •  Six-speaker cassette stereo system

•  Dual fron t and fron t side im pact a irbags’  •  D river and fron t passenger redin ing , 

height-adjustable seats •  Power-assisted rack and pin ion steering •  Telescoping, height- 

adjustable steering column •  Central pow er locking system •  Autom atic locking feature 

a t 13 kph •  Vehicle anti-theft alarm  system •  Folding ign ition keys w ith remote transm it­

ter •  Tinted glass •  Heated, power remote exterior m irrors •  16 inch steel wheels w ith 

fu ll wheel covers •  Full size spare tire  •  ABS brakes •  A ir conditioning •  Cruise control

Take advantage of the deals we are offering on remaining new 
2000 Volkswagen products. Like financing as low as 3.9%* on 

remaining 2000 Beetles. Supplies are very limited.
Drivers wanted.u™)

O akville  Volksw agen
557 Kerr Street, Oakville (905) 844-3285

Finance plans available through Volkswagen Credit Canada, Inc. on approved credit 3.9% APR offer pertains to 24 month finance terms only on all new 2000 Beetle models purchased 
through participating Volkswagen dealers. Purchase example: $20,000 financed at 3.9 APR for 24 months, monthly payment $867.61, cost of borrowing $822.64 and to be repaid is 

$20,822.64. Downpayment may be required. PDI, insurance, license and applicable taxes are extra. Indudes dealer participation. Offer ends December 31, 2000.
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