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‘Dean’ of coaches honoured for commitment
White Oaks coach 
Dean Oldershaw  

receives prestigious 
O FSSAA award

Photo by Barrie Erskine
Dean Oldershaw holds the Pete Beach Award presented to him by the Ontario Federation of Secondary Schools’ Athletic Association in recognition 
of his dedication towards coaching high school athletes.

By Kathy Yanchus
S P E C IA L  T O  T H E  BEAVER

Coaching is Dean Oldershaw’s life.
You name the sport, Oldershaw has no doubt 

coached it, everything from badminton to 
wrestling. He destroys the myth that coaches are 
those who can’t.

He has played a number of sports, but is best 
known for his elite paddling skills which took him 
to two Olympic Games and eight World 
Championships.

Oldershaw has much to offer young athletes 
striving to reach their potential, no matter what 
their athletic pursuit, and he was recently rewarded 
for his tremendous dedication to them with the Pete 
Beach Award, presented by the Ontario Federation 
of Secondary Schools’ Athletic Association.

The veteran coach, who has taught physical 
education at General Wolfe and subsequently 
White Oaks Secondary School for many years, has 
several canoe coaching awards to his credit, but this 
one is particularly special because he was nominat­
ed by his peers.

“I’ve had lots of awards in canoeing, some of 
them on the water when I’ve crossed the finish line 
first,” laughs Oldershaw. “But it isn’t that often that 
a teacher receives an award in the profession. You 
don’t expect it and it makes you feel pretty good.”

The award was presented during the last week 
of school after another successful year for 
Oldershaw’s teams including the debut of the 
senior girls wrestling team, which made it to the 
OFSSAA finals.

“The other sport I coached was the midget 
rugby team and we won our Halton championship,” 
says a proud Oldershaw, who gave up his depart­
ment head status, so he could spend more time with 
the students and less on paperwork.
, When the final school bell rang, however, 
Oldershaw’s coaching responsibilities didn’t end, 
they simply switched gears.

Retired from competition now, with the excep­
tion of war canoe races, the father of five devotes 
his summers to guiding high performance midget 
and juvenile paddlers at the Burl-Oak Canoe Club. 
Twice a day throughout the summer, the former 
BOCC head coach is on the waters of the Sixteen 
Mile Creek, fine-tuning his young paddlers for 
competition and this year, for Olympic trials. Two 
of his protegees include kayaker Carrie Lightpound 
who is off to Sydney (and a two-time gold medal 
winner at last year’s Pan-Am Games in K-2 and K-

4), and Adam VanKoeverden, a bronze medalist in 
the junior worlds and a Sydney hopeful, missing 
out by one spot after placing second in two 
Olympic trials.

Oldershaw is a technician.
‘Technique is very important, certainly in the 

sport of canoeing,” he says.
Every stroke becomes crucial when an athlete is 

striving for national status, he says.
Having been immersed in paddling all his life - 

his father founded the Mississauga Canoe Club and 
Oldershaw himself is a member of the Mississauga 
Sports Hall of Fame - he should know.

Oldershaw was drawn to teaching while a mem­

ber of the national team and coaching younger pad­
dlers. The satisfaction he derives from watching 
young athletes improve has never waned.

“Whether they win or not, I like seeing the joy 
they get from their accomplishments,” says 
Oldershaw.

After competing in the Munich and Montreal 
Olympics and being forced to miss the 1980 
Olympics in Moscow because of the boycott, 
Oldershaw “retired on the spot.”

One of his best international performances was 
at the 1977 World Championships in Bulgaria 
where he finished sixth in kayak doubles.

‘That was the best performance Canada had

ever had at the time. My partner was my brother, 
Scott.”

Oldershaw also placed seventh in kayak singles 
at two consecutive World Championships.

These days, other than steering in thq back of a 
war canoe, which has won a Canadian champi­
onship, Oldershaw prefers finding satisfaction

in others’ accomplishments. Maybe giving of 
his time and expertise is selfishly motivated, offers 
Oldershaw, but it’s a personal need. It’s a passion 
he can’t ignore.

And whenever retirement from teaching 
comes, “coaching will still be in there some­
where.”

Market Basket

PICK YOUR OWN 
RASPBERRIES (Can for availability) 

A T  C H A S . G R E IG  F A R M  
Bob & Mabel Devolin

15 S id e ro a d , 1 m ile  w e s t o f  T ra fa lg a r  R d ., 
3 rd . d r iv e w a y  w e s t o f R .R . tra c k s .

Free Recipes
D a ily :  M -F : 8 -8 , S a t.  &  S u n .  8 -5  

Weather & C ond itions Perm itting 
8 7 7 - 7 4 8 4

Deaths

BUDNIK, Irmgard Mathilde -  P e a ce fu lly  at 
home on Thursday, Ju ly  1 3 ,2 0 0 0  at 68 years of 
age. Beloved w ife o f W alter. Loving m other of 
Fred and Peter. S is te r o f Jenny H e is le r and 
Erw in E iberger. F riends were received at the 
Oakview  Funera l H om e, 56  Lakeshore  Road 
W est, (one  b lo c k  east o f K e rr) O akv ille , on 
Tuesday, Ju ly  18, 2000. A Chapel Service was 
held 1:30 p.m . on Tuesday w ith  In te rm en t at 
SpringCreek Cemetery. If desired donations to  
th e  C a n a d ia n  C a n c e r S o c ie ty  w o u ld  be 
appreciated by the fam ily.

DUNCAN, Andrew Clarke -  (A 27 year retired 
employee of Canadian A dm ira l and a m em ber 
of S.A.L.T. in Oakville, coach of m any am ateur 
sports organizations).
P e a c e fu lly  on S u n d a y , J u ly  1 6 , 2 0 0 0  at 
Oakville-Trafalgar M em oria l Hospital in his 73rd 
year. Clarke, beloved husband o f Phyllis. Loved 
fa the r o f K im  and Keith and h is  w ife  Susan. 
Proud g rand fa the r o f G arth . V is ita io n  Friday, 
July 21, 2000 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the Kopriva 
Taylor C om m unity Funeral Home, 64 Lakeshore 
Road West, Oakville. Funeral Service Saturday 
1 :00  p .m . in  the  ch a p e l. In lie u  o f f lo w e rs  
donations to  the Canadian Cancer S ocie ty o r 
the  P rince ss  M a rg a re t H o s p ita l F o unda tion  
would be appreciated.

Deaths
FOWLER, Ruth Marie -  On Tuesday, Ju ly  18, 
2000 at the Credit Valley Hospital, M ississauga. 
Beloved w ife  o f the late Gordon Fowler. Dear 
s is te r Jean and her husband B ill Bowden of 
Leam ington, Ont., and Norma and her husband 
R obert D iF lorio. Loving aunt o f Nancy, M ary, 
D o n n y , B ru ce , D av id  and  J im . F a m ily  w il l  
receive fr iends  at the Oakview Funeral Home, 
56 Lakeshore Road W est (one b lo ck  east of 
Kerr) Oakville, on Thursday fro m  2-9  p.m . A 
Funera l S erv ice  w ill be held  a t the  O akview  
Funeral Home Chapel on Friday, Ju ly 21, 2000. 
Cremation.

MILFORD, Ann (nee Walker)
O n  S a tu rd a y  J u ly  1 5 , 2 0 0 0  a t O a k v il le  

T ra fa lg a r  M e m o r ia l H o s p ita l. A n n  M ilfo rd , 
b e lo v e d  w i f e  o f  R a lp h  M i l f o r d .  D e a r  
m o th e r  o f  T e r r y ,  L y n n  C la r k  a n d  h e r  
h u s b a n d  B o b  a n d  R on  a n d  h is  w ife  J a n e . 
L o v e d  s is te r  o f  J e a n  L in d s a y  a n d  h e r la te  
h u s b a n d  J a c k , th e  la te  S o n n y  W a lk e r  a nd  
h is  w if e  S a l ly .  L o v in g  g r a n d m o th e r  o f  
S h a w n  a n d  K e l ly  C la r k  a n d  M a t th e w  
M ilfo rd . W e  w o u ld  lik e  to  th a n k  th e  n u rs e s  
a t O T M H , 4  C e n tre , a n d  D r. T o m  S ta n to n . 
S p e c ia l th a n k s  to  th e  s ta ff a t  th e  O a k v ille  
L i f e c a r e  C e n t r e .  P r iv a t e  f a m i ly  
a r r a n g e m e n ts  u n d e r  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f 
K o p r iv a  T a y lo r  C o m m u n ity  F u n e ra l H om e , 
O a k v ille .

WOODS, Isabelle -  O n  F r id a y , J u ly  14, 
2 0 0 0  in  h e r  9 7 th  y e a r  a t  B r a n tw o o d  
M a n o r, B u r lin g to n . B e lo v e d  w ife  o f  th e  la te  
H e rb e r t (B ill)  W o o d s . D e a r s is te r  o f M u rie l 
a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  N o r m a n  B o y d .  
P re d e c e a s e d  b y  h e r b ro th e rs  N o rm a n  a n d  
R e g in a ld  A lla n  a n d  s is te r s  H e le n  S h a w  
a n d  D o ro th y  C h e n e v a rd . D e a r  s is te r - in -  
la w  o f  M o r t  C h e n e v a r d .  W i l l  b e  s a d ly  
m is s e d  b y  m a n y  r e la t iv e s  a n d  f r ie n d s .  
M e m o r ia l S e rv ic e  3 :0 0  p .m . F r id a y , J u ly  
2 1 , 2 0 0 0  a t  K o p r iv a  T a y lo r  C o m m u n ity  
F u n e ra l H o m e , 6 4  L a k e s h o re  R o a d  W e s t, 
O a k v i l le .  F o r  th o s e  w h o  w is h  m e m o r ia l 
c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  th e  C a n a d ia n  C a n c e r  
S o c ie t y  o r  t h e  H e a r t  a n d  S t r o k e  
F o u n d a t io n  o f  O n t a r io  w o u ld  b e  
a p p re c ia te d .

InMemoriam
In  m e m o ry  o f m y  d e a r  fr ie n d  H u g h , w h o  
p a s s e d  a w a y  J u ly  19 1998

Many the thought I give to you 
As long hours go by 

Thinking of the things we used to do 
And say just you and I 

Sometimes they make me smile 
Sometimes they make me cry 

But memories of you and I will always be

Y o u r fr ie n d  J a c k ie  a n d  fa m ily

Legal Notices__________

N O TIC E T O  
CREDITORS 

A N D  O TH ER S
In the estate of RUTH LAWSON KINDERSLEY, 

late of the Town of O akville , in the Regional 

M un ic ipa lity  o f Halton, deceased. A ll persons 

having  c la im s  a ga in s t the above  estate are 

required to  send fu ll particulars of such claim s 

to  the  u n d e rs ig n e d  E sta te  T ru s te e s  on  or 

before  the  12th  day of A u g us t, 2 00 0 , a fter 

w h ic h  da te  th e  e s ta te 's  a s s e ts  w i l l  be 
d is tribu ted  having regard o n ly  to  c la im s that 

have then been received.

THE CANADA TRUST COMPANY,
HELEN ANNE 0SLER 
BARBARA JEAN WOOD,
Estate T rustees, by HARRISON PENSA, 
S o lic ito rs
450 Talbot Street, London, Ontario NBA 4K3

Notice To Creditors 
And Others

IN THE ESTATE OF 
DIANA IOAN IRONSIDE

Claims against the Estate of DIANA JOAN IRONSIDE, 
late of the Town of Oakville, in the Regional Munici­
pality of Halton, who died on the 17th day of Decem­
ber, 1999 must be in our hands by September 1st, 
2000 after which date the estate will be distributed.

PATRICIA WILDGUST, Estate Trustee 
by her solicitor, Paul R. Davidson 
233 Robinson Street 
Oakville, ON L6J 4Z5

Having
Gamje SoM

Start with a Classified Ad in our 
Garage Sale section in Oakville 
Beaver and receive signs and 
inform ation on how to run a 

successful Garage Sale.

Call Classified Advertising 
Lorraine or Linda 

Oakville Beaver 845-3824
Deadline: Wednesday, 6 p.m.

There's a whole new 
world out there...
discover it today.
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