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Native plants deserve place in your garden

e cooler weather has kept the early flow-
ers in bloom and still brought out the
daylilies, daffodils, forsythia, tulips, a lit-

tle earlier. This has provided concentrated early
spring colour sooner and longer lasting than
usual.

Even the dandelions are early. The bees are in
many flowers. The grackles are back in great
numbers, harassing the crows to obtain territory
and stealing grubs and worms from the robins.

The young foxes have been brought out of
the lair to bask in the sun and are practising
stalking. Our pair had three cubs the same as last
year. What is there to disturb our tranquillity?

The white grub came to the surface early,
feeding on the grass roots before they were even
in full growth. The brown spots attracted the
skunks, racoons and crows, and several lawns in
our area were damaged. These grubs are the
older tough specimens preparing to change into
beetles in June or July. Treating them with
diazanon or chlorpyrifos is not effective. The
grubs are resistant to contact poisons. These two
insecticides are successful against the young
grubs in August and September.

This year, a systemic chemical called Merit is
available. It is absorbed by the grass roots and
kills the grubs when they eat them. It is applied
in the spring and lasts the season. It has been
approved to licenced sprayers only, so the ser-
vice must be purchased from lawn care
providers. Merit is available formulated for
householder’s use in the U.S.A. so may be
approved for this use in Canada in a year or two.

When the lawn has been destroyed and
replaced, the new lawn may be sprayed with
diazanon or chlorpyrifos in August or September
or treated with Merit to destroy the young grubs.

When the damage is limited, the debris may
be removed, new soil added if necessary, the
area rolled and seeded. Use a mixture containing
modem perennial rye grass and if shade is preva-
lent, mix in some fescues. Ensure that these con-
tain beneficial fungi called endophytes. This pre-
vents surface feeding insects from harming the
grass.

Along with the seed, use lawn fertiliz-
er and then add a light layer of soil.
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In Your Carden

Lightly roll and water with a gentle stream. With
endophyte grass to protect the top growth and a
yearly treatment of Merit to look after the below
ground insects, the lawn may well become
‘easy-care.’

Last week | attended a meeting of District 6
of the Ontario Horticultural Association in
Caledonia. The district members are 23 horticul-
tural societies from Georgetown to Port Dover
and includes the Oakville and Bronte Societies.

The guest speaker was Ken Parker from
‘Sweet Grass Gardens, * at Six Nations of the
Grand River which is located between Brantford
and Hagersville. The nursery address is RR 6,
Hagersville, ON NOA 1HO0. His subject was
‘Native Ontario Plants.” This is the specialty of
the nursery and Ken tramps all over North
America looking for native plants that are no
longer here. He is leading an effort to have gar-
deners grow native plants or small pockets of
native plants in their gardens. He maintains that
areas growing native plants will attract frogs,
toads, butterflies, and beneficial insects and
birds. It will provide havens for our native plants
that are becoming extinct. It seems a reasonable
idea for Oakville gardeners.

He lists 250 native trees and shrubs, grasses
and hedges, perennials and biennials, so there
are plants for most garden locations. Set aside a
part of the garden, determine whether it is sun or
shade, moist or dry, and has good or poor soil.
Some of the native plants do very well on poor-
er soil and are easy to grow if planted in a soil
that they like. They are resistant to most insects
and diseases.
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FIREWOOD

At the nursery, they have lists of plants for all
locations. Two herbal plants that make a spec-
tacular scene together are Joe-Pye weed and
Angelica at the rear of a large border. They will
grow in shady areas and fit at the edge of a
wood. Both grow enthusiastically to nine feet.

Angelica has large umbels of greenish white
flowers and Joe-Pye pink flowers in profusion.
They will spread into large clumps, so they are
not recommended for mid-size gardens unless
planted in barrels. How about the cottage?

An easily-accommodated plant is chelone or
turtlehead. It grows two feet high in clumps in
sun or shade and has pink or pale blue flowers
on short spikes in the fall. There is a good offer-
ing of perennial sunflowers and one is the
Iroquois potato or Jerusalem artichoke. The
roots are smaller than potatoes and have an
unique taste. They are said to be very healthy as
the starch is in a more easily digested form. A
clump may be grown in the centre or toward the
back of the border. The plants grow about 4-5
feet tall. The tubers spread and in the second
year of planting a few may be harvested by dig-
ging them up after a frost or two as needed,
mulching those left to keep the ground open.
They may be dug and stored in a root cellar.

In the spring, those in the ground will grow,
flower, and produce roots for next winter. They
may be left in the same area for years or moved
in the fall if necessary.

There are wild roses, prickly pear and other
cactus, many varieties of grasses and many
shrubs and trees. The trees and shrubs 1-2 feet
high are in the $10 to $15 range and the peren-
nials and grasses in 4” pots are $3 to $5.

The nursery is open until Sept. 26th, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday to Saturday, closed on
Mondays and holidays. Phone 519-445-4828.

The Oakville Society plant sale is May 20th
at St. Paul’s United Church at 9 a.m. If you
would like to donate plants i
for the sale, phone Lindaat |
631-8656.
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UNFINISHED FURNITURE
Specializing In Solid Oak, Pine, Maple, Birch

* TABLES & CHAIRS + DESKS & HUTCHES

WJELLY CUPBOARDS + DRESSERS &ARMOIRES
MRRORS & PANTRES /484 \  + TWCRUNTTS
*CHINACABINETS Ipiftmoon ¢\ °*BARSIOOS
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TUE., WED., FRI. 1050 \ (nextto Bingo /A « MINWAX PRODUCTS
| Connection) <FINISHING SUPPLIES
CLOSED SUN-MON, <HOMESTEAD HOUSE PUNT

Custom Designs, Custom Finishes, Top Quality Cabinetry,
Competitively Priced, Free In-Home Service, Lifetime Warranty
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4150 South Service Rd.
Burlington

632-0029

Be A Winner

Watchfor the Spring Home 6- Garden Feature Insert in Fridatfs Oakville
Beaverfor your chanceto WIN A BRAND NEW BARBECUE
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Call or visit our
showroom for a free

estimate!

Ask about

our spring A FAMILY BUSINESS

specials. SINCE 1&66
Aluminum
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4187 Upper Middle Rd. (905)

Burlington 335-3733

Great Seasonal Cuts

HONDA .
Power
Equipment

models

m Durable, large capacity grass
bags are standard on rear
discharge models

m  Folding control handles for
easy storage/transport

m  Operator-friendly controls

m  Operator safety with zone

Oi

Open 7 days a week

« Compost/Manure Mix *

A business who's reputation has been
built on quality and service”

351 Dundas St. E. at Trafalgar Rd., Oakville
257-SOIL (7645) Salt

SEARS correcTiON

For our 16 page Outdoor Sale (V051V200)

Dependable and powerful
Honda GCV160 S.S hp
overhead cam engine

= Heavy duty 21" steel deck,
side and rear discharge

(Sale Dates: May 1-14,2000)

METAL MATRIX, not stainless steel.

start and automatic shut-off

m  Versatile, mulching, bagging
or side discharge capabilities

m  Dependable and powerful

= Honda quality at an
affordable price

See us at Hopedale Mall
May 3, 4,5, 6

CURRENT POWER MACHINERY INC.
£099 A*)4i

1661 Lakeshore Rd. W. Mississauga
(2 block east of Southdown Rd. in Clarkson) S O

(ye Dates: May 1-7,2000) (C051F500)
Back page - Gildas Club

have caused Sean Customers.
aEafl!

Serving the Oakville Community b r 18yeors

WINDOW S

Complete Rip-out of existing frame
Superior Quality Windows
Superior Quality Installation

WHEN YOU WANT YOUR WINDOWS

RIGHT

AWNINGS

Over 200 Colours and Designs
UV Repellent
European Quality

ENJOY YOUR BACKYARD THIS SUMMER

ROLL SHUTTERS

Complete Security

Warm

in Winter

Cool InSummer

NO ALARM CAN MATCH A
ROLL SHUTTER IN SECURITY

LEX 905.847-748
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Screened Topsoil

For our 40 page Mothers Day pre-print

Ltablespooneachbiwn
suj*.miced fresh gingr,
& so\'sauce

rnvV"P « Imed sizepineapple,
delivery peeled, cut cross-wiseinto
6 slices, & cored
1teaspoon sesame seeds

1 tablespoan slicedgreen
onion
Lime wedges

We
Deliver!

Due to an error in advertising the Spalding “Heat”
11-Pc. Golf Set advertised on page 9 should read

The Michelin Pilot “XGT" H4 Performance Tire
will not be available until the end of May. Orders
for this rire will be taken at any Sears Auto Centre.

We regret to inform you that the scarves will not
be available in our stores until after May 10,2000.

Wesincerely apologizefir any inconvenience this may

(approx. value $500)

mjimrnum
Rinse fish & pat cby. Combine limejuice, oil, sugar, ginger, and s
plastic food hag. Add salmon & pineapple & seal li
_todShixjtelinarinade & place in a shallowpaa Refrigerate f
J0mimitesorupto Lhour, turning bag once.
Meanwhile, toasS sejjttte seeds in a small frying pan over medium heat, shak-
>pan often, untilgolden (about3 minutes). Remove from pan & set aside.
from bag 4t drain, discarding marinade. Lay fish,
skin side sown, ona of heavy duty foil. Cut foil to foQow outline of fish,
leaving a [Ho-2 ~ "' edges offail to fit against fish. Arrange foil-
supported fish & on cooking grate. Place bd on grill Cook, turning
pineapple once halfwaythrough cooking time, until pineapple is browned &
fish isopaque but still moistin thickest part, (about jOmin.; cut fish to test).
Supporting fish wth fo3& a wide metal spatula, transfer to a platter along
with fruit Sprinkle fishk fruit with sesame seeds & onion. Garnish with Kme
wedges. Season to taste with salt

We
Install!

Pond Shells, liners,
pumps & filters
Cedar patio furniture
Dog kennels

Sheds

Gazebos

Swing sets

Pool bars

Benches

Arbours

(fill

CUSTOM ORDERS
Available on Most Products!

D02 Trafalgar Rd. Oakuville

1 mile North of Hwy #5
(Dundss St)

(905) 257-46f1

1-800-610-RENS
(7367

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Mon. to Fit: 8:00am to 5:30pm, Sat: 9:00am to 5:00pm, Sun., 10:00am to 5:00pm



