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Poppy box thiefreceives conditional sentence

Judge rejects Crown’s jail request,

By Lisa Cartwright
SPECIAL TO THE BEAVER

A Campbellville woman, who stole
Royal Canadian Legion poppy boxes
from eight Oakville locations last
Remembrance Day, received a six-
month  conditional sentence in
Burlington provincial court, Friday.

Lorraine King, 24, was also ordered
to perform 60 hours of community ser-
vice within six months.

While the conditional sentence
means Lorraine King will not spend
anytime injail, the single mother of two
children did not completely escape the
courtroom without spending some time
behind bars.

After handing down his sentence,
Judge Douglas Latimer, whose 18-

year-old brother was killed in World.

War 1l, told King, “I have a learning
experience for you. | will put you back
in a cell until the papers are ready.”

King was escorted out of the court-
room by the police and held in custody
until her court papers were processed.

After King was taken away, her
lawyer, Richard Stern, gave Veronica
lon, poppy chair for the Royal
Canadian Legion Branch 486 in
Bronte, $1,600 in cash as restitution.

In an interview before the court pro-
ceedings, lon said she wasn’t expecting
to get the money back. lon said she will
give half of the money to the Oakville
branch that also lost poppy boxes.

Before passing his sentence, Judge
Latimer told King that after 28 years,
making a decision about people’s fate
was still difficult — because he was
still dealing with people.

In what he called an ‘unusual move,’
Judge Latimer read the two letters King
had submitted to the court.

One letter was written by King.

In it she wrote about visiting the
grave site of her grandfather, who had
served in the Second World War.

“l went to speak with him and
explained what | had done. It was very
hard. I pictured the look on his face.”

She said her grandfather would have
been every disappointed in her.

She also wrote how much she
enjoyed being with her children and
taking them to the park. King wrote that

levies 60 hours of

she works at at a fast-food restaurant
and was honest with her employer
about what she had done.

“l told my boss what | did and she
was disappointed in me, but said every-
one deserved a second chance.”

She is now being trained as an assis-
tant manager.

King wrote she volunteers at
Allendale on Sundays and works at a
church program.

The $ 1,600 she gave to her lawyer to
be presented to the legion was money
she earned herself.

“l am trying to do everything possi-
ble to pay back to my town,” she wrote.

The other letter was written by her
employer who had hired her even
though King was completely honest
about what she had done and her
upcoming court proceedings.

Visions Canada Awards
deadline Fri. May 5th

The Visions Canada Awards pro-
gram is accepting submissions from
the Halton students for projects
about Canada until Fri. May 5th.

All students entering the Vision
Canada Awards program receive a
certificate and one-year pass to the
Halton Region Museum in Kelso
Conservation Area. Awards recipi-
ents receive Canadian mint-coin
packages at a ceremony at the
Halton Region Administrative
Centre on June 5th. Students from
Kindergarten to O.A.C. are eligible.

Interested students should discuss
their entries with their teachers or
school principals. They are responsi-
ble for selecting and forwarding
submissions to the  Board
Coordinators.

For more information about the
Vision Canada Awards program,
contact Kim Wallace at the Halton
District School Board at (905) 335-
3663 (Ext. 3230) or Karen
McCarthy at the Halton Catholic
District School Board at (905) 632-
6314 (Ext. 320)

community work

King babysits the man’s two boys
and wrote that she was wonderful with
them, as well as her own two children.

“In my opinion, King already has
learned her lesson,” he wrote.

Her conditional six-month sentence
was much lighter than the 60 to 90-day
jail term requested by Crown Attorney
Monica MacKenzie-Bolle.

MacKenzie-Bolle argued that a jail
sentence would act as deterrent for
King and others from committing the
same type of crime.

She pointed out that King was not a
first-time offender. She had previously
been convicted of fraud under $5,000
for writing a bad cheque.

MacKenzie-Bolle argued the poppy
box theft was not a crime of opportuni-
ty, it was planned.

King's Lawyer, Stern, countered
that jail is not the only way to teach
people that such behaviour is unaccept-
able.

Stern mentioned to the intense
media interest the poppy fund theft has
garnered and pointed to the reporters
sitting behind him.

King’s case also attracted media
attention when she was named Milton’s
millennium mother after giving birth to
a son at 6:52 p.m. on Jan. 3rd at Milton
District Hospital. She was showered
with gifts from the hospital and several
local businesses.

Stem said King was never in trouble
with the law until she started dating her
former common-law spouse, Adam
Pickering.

But King continues to see him, the
Crown argued, even though both her
family and her probation officer do not
like him.

“She still does not wish to end the
relationship,” said MacKenzie-Bolle.

In his sentencing Judge Latimer told
King she was not allowed to associate
with anyone who her probation officer
felt was unacceptable, including her
common-law spouse. But he said she
was an adult and the decision was hers.

“I’ll leave it like that. They say love
is a wonderful thing.”

On Friday, King was also sentenced
for a conviction for theft over $5,000
pertaining to welfare fraud.

While living with her common-law
husband, King claimed she was a single
parent and received social assistance as
such for six months.

For that offence, King received 24
months probation and has to perform
180 hours of community service. She
also has to pay $5,538.46 in restitution.
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Dr. Kruno Tovilo

Certified Specialist in Orthodontics
for Children and Adults

PRIVATEPRACTICE ORTHODONTICS
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¢ORTHODONTICS can help correct MOST types

of tooth mal-alignment problems

¢ Canadian Association of Orthodontists )
recommends all children see an Orthodontist by

age 7

+Receive PERSONAL Attention with ALL PHASES
Of Treatment Provided by the Doctor ONLY

+Self-ligating Micro-braces or Clear braces

are used exclusively

¢NO HEADGEAR or BANDS are used
+Play Nintendo64 or watch TV during treatment
+Play Sony PlayStation or watch TV during treatment

+Consultations are ALWAYS FREE...We will do our
utmost to make ORTHODONTICS AFFORDABLE!

+Get the natural smile you deserve Orthodontically. Call us today....
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CENTER ORTHODONTICS

243 North Service Road, West
Suite 301, Oakville

(905) 849-1717

Now you have the power to choose your electricity
from a number of companies.

Distortion-resistant doors have
high-strength hinges and locks.

CALL 1

-8 88

-6 6 8 -4636

and receive a free, 19-page brochure.
Visit our website at www.est.gov.on.ca or Email: fyi@est.gov.on.ca

Bend-resistant, triple-layer roof
pillars help absorb side-collision
force, and strengthen roof structure.

Front and rear reinforced steel
door beams provide strength to offset
side-impact and minimize intrusion.

Engine compartment components

designed to shift into free space

under impact, rather than invade
the passenger compartment

Frame area ahead of front
axle can absorb and deflect
agreat amount of energy.

Lower bumper height
aligns more closely with -
smaller vehicles, for better
crash compatibility.

Compression-resistant transverse
beams under front and
rear seats and cargo space.

Ontario

Fuel tank is strategically located
inside the frame, protecting it
in the event of an impact.

Two-sided galvanized
steel construction in
strategic areas.

Spare tire designed to break
away in extreme impact, helping
prevent fuel system damage.

In fact, you can shield your kids from the world.

» M-CLASS. The protective suit
of armour that you see above, while
unequalled in the SUV world, is just
part of what gives the Mercedes-Benz
M-Class more safety systems than any
SUV. True to its heritage of innovation,
the 2000 M-Class has even more.

» It’s the first SUV with rear-door
side-impact air bags, giving it six air
bags in total, another first. And the
4-wheel Electronic Traction System,
Electronic Stability Program, and Brake
Assist give you handling, control, and
emergency braking unlike any SUV.

C 1999 Meicedes-Beru Canada Inc., Toronto, Ontario A DaimleiCtiryslef Company 'MSRP tor 2000 ML320 Classic. Dealer may sail to lass.

»And when it’s all put to the test?
Last July, when the Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety published the
results of its 40 mph (64 km/h) frontal
Offset crash test on fifteen popular,
midsize SUV's, none scored higher
than the Mercedes M-Class.

»When it comes to your family,
how safe should your SUV be? We asked
ourselves the same thing, and you’re
The 2000
M-Class, more refined and innovative

looking at the answer:

than ever. Meray Motors Mercedes-Benz
would be delighted to introduce you to

MERAY MOTORS & COLLISION LIMITED
QEW & Dorval Drive, Oakville 845-6623

www.meraymotors.mercedesbenz.ca

this remarkable vehicle, so drop in soon.
VALUE PRICED STARTING AT $47,990*

Mercedes-Benz

The Future of the Automobile
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