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Annuals give garden Instant colour

If you want colour in your garden
and you want it fast, annuals are the
answer. Annuals only grow for one year
and then die, while perennials come
back year after year. However, most
perennials take two to three years
before they hit their peak flowering
stage and provide vibrant colour. Also,
they tend to bloom for just a few weeks
of the year.

Annuals often bloom from spring
until frost, trying to make as many
seeds as possible for the following year.
To get your garden looking great in no
time, here are a few tips:

« Buy larger plants. The larger the
plant, the more mature and ready it will

be to flower.

 Prepare the flower bed soil. Bad
soil will halt the flowering of the best
plants. Be sure to work in plenty of
compost or peat moss for an excellent
base. Work at least four inches of soil in
a new bed and two inches in a mature
tied.

* Plant seeds outdoors. The risk of
frost must have passed, but planting
seed directly into the soil bed will
spring like magic. Fast growers include
cosmos, marigolds, zinnias and sun-
flowers.

« Fertilize. Especially in areas where
nutrients have been flushed out by fre-
quent watering. Fertilizing will encour-

age maximum height and bloom.
However, don’t over fertilize — you’ll
encourage plants to produce more
stems and less flowers.

» Houseplants. Flowering house-
plants can make a great addition to your
garden. Sink the plant, pot and all, into
your garden. You should be able to pull
it out at the end of the season and bring
it back indoors.

Some other plants that provide fast

colour are: Ageratum, Begonias,
Celosia, Geraniums, Globe amaranth,
Helitrope, Impatiens, Lanata,

Periwinkle, Petunias, Salvia, Scaevola,
and Verbena.
-Home Depot

Trees must be planted properly to survive
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grow without interference with the house, other structures or
services such as overhead wires or sewer pipes.
3] For each tree, prepare a shallow planting area, about 30
cm deep, and five times the diameter of the soil ball by spad-
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ing the entire area and adding small amounts of the peat

moss, cattle manure, or other soil
amendments. This preparation is not a
hole but rather like preparing a garden
bed for planting of annual flowers or
vegetable transplants.

4] Dig a hole in the middle of this
prepared area and set the soil ball and
spread out the bare roots in the hole.
Remove the trees plastic pot with the
soil as moist as possible so that will hold
together. (Remember, the paper fiber pot
stays on.)

It is most important that the top of the
soil ball be exactly even with, or per-
haps slightly above, the level of the soil.
Obviously all roots should be in the soil!
Lightly pack the soil in place surround-
ing the tree. Do not packed the soil
down hard. Use water to remove air
pockets in the soil.

If the tree is unable to withstand
anticipated winds, then provide a strong
stake, out at least 20 cm from the trunk.
Remove the stake and ties nine months
after planting. Bark mulch applied to
the original prepared area will also help
preserve soil moisture, but it should not
touch the tree trunk.

Thanks to Art Drysdale for the input
and advice on planting trees.

Brian Burton is a regular contributor to

many of Canadas leading landscaping
and gardening publications. Mr. Burton is
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in Bloom,
nationwide non-profit volunteer organization that encourages
and promotes community involvement in environmental efforts,
heritage preservation, urban forestry and civic beautification.
To contact Brian, email him at: bburton@bba.on.ca
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ZXPERTS REPAIR YOUR LAWN!

can improve your lawn with thicker Growth, Better colour
and greater resistance to Disease. Insects and Drought Damage.

book NOW and
SAVE an additional

15%0FF

*Valid only on seeding and sodding

- Sodding - For an Instant Lawn
* Slit Seeding - Mechanically slices into the soil creating
a furrow into which our highest quality seeds are injected.
s Landscaping * Bobcat Service
s Lawn Care «Lawn Dressing

GUARANTEE -WE STAND BEHIND OUR WORKMANSHIP 100%

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL

Locally
905 858-3100

long distance

1-(800) 267-8105
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Look for more

Great Specials in our Flyer

in today's newspaper.
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Yourself!

Building your own deck can be

easier and more affordable
than you might think!

Expert deck builders on staff will

assist you with:

* Design
» Material Selection

sand answer your questions during
the entire construction process.

All of this and a COMpetitive price guarantee*

20% off

(sale expires st store
close May 19/011

Attention Contractors!

Volume discounts are available.
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Come visit our showroom
at T55 Griffith Crt.
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Entrance

Conveniently

located off
9th Line!

It)" white plastic
hanging baskets
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(905) 257-3577
OPEN 7 DAYS. A WEEK!

OPEN Monday-Friday 8-9,

Saturday 8-8, Sunday 8-6
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