Results of West Nile virus study concern MD

By JASON MISNER
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The risk of getting serious-
ly ill after contracting West
Nile virus is higher than was
first thought and has propelled
MeMaster University
researchers to find out why.

insight into the virus and its
impact.

MeMaster will conduct a
studv looking at serious West
Nile cases in Ontario and
Saskatchewan, which was
Canada's provincial West Nile
hot spot this year. Elliott said.
"We are doing our own follow
up." she said, noting it would

per cent.

The Oakville study found
most, or 65 per cent, of those
testing positive for the anti-
bodies were over 50 years of
age. The study also looked at
behavioural patterns mainly to
see what people did to protect
themselves against getting
West Nile.

never wore long-sleeved
shirts and pants. More than
half did nothing to prevent
themselves from being bitten.

Elliott said she was aston-
ished to see the lack of protec-
tion from the public against
West Nile. "This is just star-
tling to me." she said.
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ing the prevalence of the mos-
quito-borne West Nile virus in
Oakville  residents.  was

results compiled and ready for
public release early next sum-
mer. when the West Nile sea-
son typically starts.

sites — on their properties; a
quarter had door and window
screen tears: nearly two-thirds
rarely or never wore insect

not this year, but concludes
that residents need to take pre-
cautions against West Nile.
The entire blood study is to be
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ill is higher than previously
thought. That deserves further
investigation.”

Previous studies in the
United States indicated that
one person out of every 150
West Nile cases became seri-
ously ill. It's the first detailed
study of its kind in Canada
and gives health officials and

sample areas were infected.

In that area, there were six
cases of encephalitis (all hos-
pitalized) and five cases of
meningitis (one hospitalized).
Eight people also had West
Nile fever (one hospitalized).

Generally, the Oakville
number of 3.1 per cent was
comparable to the number
infected in New York at 2.6
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02 Lexus ES 300

00 Ford F150 S/C

V8. 4x2. Long Box.
Fully Equipped.

‘0l E350 Club Wagon

12 Pass.. Extended Van, 5.4 LT
V8, Dual Zone Climate Control

00 Ford F150 S/C 4x4

Sport Pkg.. V8. Auto.
Power Grp. Cruise. Tilt. CD.

One Owner. Leather,
Moonroof, Heated Seats.

‘01 Ford F150 -

4.6 Lt V8. Auto. Air. Power
Group. AM/FM CD.

‘03 Fords"Faport Trac
V6, Auto. Fully Equipped.
Moonroof. AM/FM Cass CD.

'01 Ford”~Q " Expedition
7 Pass.. Leather. Fully Equipped.
Entertainment System.

'03 Ford Explorer XLT

7 Passenger, V6, 4x4, Fully
Equipped

:da Tribute DX

4x4, All Wheel Drive. Power
Group. AM/FM CD.

'02 Ford Taurus SE

Moonroof. V6. Auto. Fully
Equipped.

'03 Uncoln Town Car

Save 000's Over New.

Leather. Moonroof. 4x4,
V6, Like New.

'02 Ford Focus SE

Auto, 4 cyl.. Air Power Group,
Cruise, Tilt, AM/FM CD

‘00 Pontiac Grand Prix GT

3.8 Lt. V6. Auto. Fully
Equipped and Sporty.

'01 Honda Civic ES
4 cyl.. Auto, Air. Moonroof, AM/FM/CD

‘01 Toyota Corolla
4 cyl.. Auto. Air. AM/FM CD.

02 ForcP”Focus ZX3

5 spd, 4 cyl.. Power Group.
Air. Moonroof.

'00 Fora Mustang

V6. Auto. Power Group.
AM/FM Cass/CD.

‘01 Ford Windstar Sport

7 Pass. Quad Seating. Dual Zone
Climate Control. AM/FM Cass CD.

V8. Auto. Leather.
Moonroof, Chrome Rims.

'01 ForcT~VVindstar

7 Pass. Power Group. Cruise,
Tilt. AM/FM Cass CD.

‘00 lemd Focus ZTS

Auto. Air. Power Group.
Cruise. Tilt. Leather Seats.

'98 Mercury Gr. Marquis
V8. Auto, Air. Fully Equipped.

00 FORMKPLORER e. b.

V6, 4x4. Moonroof. Leather.
One Owner.

'00 Lincoln Continental

V8. Auto. Leather.
Moonroof. Poor Console.

'00 Lincoln®*™"~Navigator

Fully Equipped. 7 Passenger,
Leather. Moonroof.

‘00 Ford Expedition XLT
5.4 Lt. V8. 7 Passenger, Leather.

Free in-home DVD player with every pre-owned vehicle delivered. 6 month no interest, no payment on approved credit. Finance charges included in monthly payment. Prices are plus applicable taxes, admin, and license fees.
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