
This goes back to my youth. To the very 
young me, glued to the television, hav-
ing been told by my father that I may 

well be witnessing history in the making. 
This goes back to shivers running up the 

spine and the shedding of a few emotional 
tears.

This Saturday (June 7), at Belmont Park 
in Elmont, NY, California Chrome — im-
pressive victor in both the Kentucky Derby 
and the Preakness — will attempt to win 
the 146th Belmont Stakes and at once end 
horse racing’s 36-year drought by becoming 
only the 12th horse in the industry’s long 
and luminous history to capture the cov-

eted Triple Crown.
The California-bred chestnut colt with the 

white streak on his face — markings known 
in horse circles as “chrome” — has looked 
impressive, if not unbeatable, in training this 
week. 

But this is by no means a sure thing.
This is horse racing, where all is � ckle and 

anything can (and often does) go awry. 
And this is a Triple Crown bid: 22 horses 

have won the Crown’s � rst two legs, only to 
come up short. 

Forget that Chrome enters the race as the 
favourite. When you consider Triple Crown 
history, he remains a long shot. Oh, and the 

last time a Cali-bred horse won the Belmont 
was 1903.

The Belmont is a nasty bit of business, a 
rude reality, a dream crusher. It’s an epic, un-
forgiving race at 2.4-kilometres, the longest 
of racing’s three jewels. 

And, of course, it’s the � nal stop on a gruel-
ing schedule — three races in just � ve weeks, 
allowing precious little time for rejuvenation 
— that defeats most of these three-year-olds 
long before Triple Crown dreams can break 
out of the gate.  

As if California Chrome needs added pres-
sure: the entire industry needs him to suc-
ceed. 

The recent decline in the sport’s fortunes 
has been attributed to the Triple Crown 
drought and a lack of marketable, superstar 
talent. 

Granted, assorted other factors are in play, 
and even if Chrome succeeds, the industry’s 
pervasive problems will not suddenly van-
ish. 

Still, it sure wouldn’t hurt.
The sport’s last major drought came to a 

stunning end (after 25 years) in 1973 with 
Secretariat, who’d won the Derby with a 
track-record time that still stands and the 
Preakness unchallenged. 

And it was his bid for immortality that 
found the younger me glued to the TV watch-
ing one of the most jaw-dropping perfor-
mances in sports history as the super horse 

pulled away from the � eld at the Belmont 
and won by an astonishing 31 lengths. 

Did I mention the shivers up the spine, the 
emotional tears?

The 1970s saw two more Triple Crown 
winners: Seattle Slew in 1977 and Af� rmed 
in 1978. 

When it rains, it pours. 
As a kid I didn’t wish for a Triple Crown 

winner, I just came to expect one. Alas, all 
expectations died in the drought. Since Af-
� rmed, 11 horses have entered the Belmont 
with a chance to win the Triple Crown. 

None have succeeded.
Still, a guy can hope. That California 

Chrome’s Cinderella story didn’t peak at the 
Preakness. And that come Saturday, there 
will be shivers running up the spine and the 
shedding of a few emotional tears.

— Andy Juniper can be contacted at 
ajjuniper@gmail.com, found on Facebook 

www.facebook.com, or followed on Twitter at 
www.twitter.com/thesportjesters. 

Because I’ve got
better things to do
Without the seasonal responsibility of a homeowner
I'm enjoying life with both old and new friends.
Now I have all the time I need to enjoy the lifestyle
I worked hard to achieve. My game’s improved
and there’s a new spring in my step. I’m part of a
community of active people too busy to act
retired. I feel like I just won the Masters!

Experience Delmanor and enjoy all this:
• 1 and 2 bedroom rental suites
• The assistance of a concierge
• Registered nurses on-site 24 hours a day
• Hotel-style services • Patio café
• Piano, pub and fireplace lounges
• Serenity Spa and massage
• Dining room with table service
• Hair salon and esthetician
• Transportation for scheduled events
• LivingWell personal enrichment
• Cable and telephone included
• Housekeeping & laundry services

Visit delmanor.com for all our GTA locations.

(905) 469-3232
1459 Nottinghill Gate (west of Dorval, south of Upper Middle)

Delmanor
Welcomes

Your Pet

SAVE $1.00
ON ANY REACH® TOOTHBRUSH

This Employment Ontario service is funded
in part by the Government of Canada.Building a better future

Job Searching?
We can help.
One-on-one support from our
professional staff can assist you with:

• Updating your resume and cover letter

• Improving your interview skills

• Defining your career goals

• Second Career funding information

For more information, call
905.845.1157 X 121 or
visit: thecentre.on.ca
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24 In the days when Triple Crown winners were common
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