United Way of Oakville recognizes GenNext

by John Bkila
Oakville Beaver Staff

Its not much of a surprise that when people
become more engaged in their neighbour-
hoods, the community at large benefits —
its even better when younger generations
get more involved.

That's what GenNext strives to do. A sepa-
rate entity, it works alongside United Way
branches to create opportunities for young
professionals to support the non-profit or-
ganization, its funded agencies and become
pillars in their community.

Geoff Gibson, GenNext Oakville co-chair,
along with Fraser Damoff, decided to bring
the GenNext model to the United Way of
Oakville (UWO) after seeing its success in
Kingston, Ont., where he lived.

Having grown up in Oakville, Gibson
moved back to town in October 2012.

“I had been a supporter of the United Way
for many years, so I knew when I moved
back I would remain involved with the Unit-
ed Way in some capacity,” he said.

As an assistant product manager for Em-
pire Life Investments in Toronto, Gibson led
its United Way workplace campaign for two
years. He was then asked by the organiza-
tion’s Kingston branch if he would be inter-
ested in establishing a GenNext committee
locally — the model had already been estab-

United Way of Oakville’s (UWO) GenNext committee presented its Top 20 Under 40 Volunteer Awards recently at
Compass Restaurant. Among the winners were, in front, from left, Julia Mogus, Emma Mogus, Carolina Pericao,
Jennifer Malabar and Alexander Silver, and in back, from left, Tyler Shane, Sydney Clark, Dave Millar and James

Montague. | photo by James Hoggett - special to the Beaver

lished in many larger cities, such as Toronto,
Ottawa, and London, Ont.
“(UWO) has a strong relationship with

passed along the news that I was return-
ing to Oakville. After meeting with the
(UWO), we decided that Oakville would

the United Way in Kingston, so (its) CEO be a great place to launch a similar initia-

tive,” said Gibson.

“Our goals were similar to Kingston’s in
that we wanted to help ensure that the Unit-
ed Way’s message continues to resonate with
the GenNext demographic and to ensure
that we build a pipeline of GenNext volun-
teers, supporters, and leaders for the United
Way and the community at large.”

GenNext Oakville decided the first step
in making that happen would be to host its
inaugural Top 20 Under 40 Awards event,
which highlighted the work being done by
local volunteers.

Made up of eight community volun-
teers and one UWO member, the GenNext
Oakville committee used the awards night,
held Thursday, April 10, as its official launch
— although it has been meeting once a
month since August 2013.

More than 150 people attended the event,
held at Compass Restaurant in Oakville.

The evening was emceed by Shane Cullis,
of Intelligent Office and member of the
Oakville Chamber of Commerce. It saw
Minister of Labour and Oakville MPP Kevin
Flynn present the 20 recipients with their
awards.

“This event recognized the contribu-
tions from the next generation of leaders in
Oakville,” said Flynn.

“I was very proud of all these inspiring,

see Top on p.14

Wod NOLTVHIPISUrmwn | ¥3AVAE ITIAMVO | ¥T0Z ‘v Iudy Kepsinyl | g

525,995

INSTALLED*

12’ X 24’ IJNGHOUND KIDNEY SHAPED POOL
| VINYL & FIBERGLASS
AVAILABLE

& ABO\IE GROUND POOLS

15’ ROUND 2299 12’ X 20’ OVAL °3499
18’ ROUND 2499 15’ X 25° OVAL 53999

INSTALLED*

FREE INSTALLATION POOL SALE

FAGTORY DIRECT VINYL
LINER SALE REPLACE
YOUR OLD LINER

SAVE BIG!!

12’ x 24’ 5999
14’ x 28’ 1199
16’ x 32’ 1399

FREE

INSTALLATION*

18’ x 36’ 51599
20’ x 40’ 51999

20KG BAG
OF POOL SALT

5699

Expires May 4

&

LEISUREINDUSTRIES

ALL IN STOCK
PATIO FURNITURE %=

UP TO ]

50% OFF ::

Expires May 4

J’é 37999 S'l 4999 C;‘;

Expires May 4

*images may not be exactly as shown.

A

HAYWARD /G
I ROOL PUMPS
I

Expires May 4

504 IROQUOIS SHORE RD |
UNIT #1, OAKVILLE, ONTARIO L6H 3K4

6 KG PUCKS J%

=
11

27 9u] 51280

6 KG SUPER
—
|| h’“‘ g

5 52999

~ Expires May 4

250,000 BTU ||
POOL HEATER I

_***HUGE PRE-SEASON PATIO FURNITURE / POOL SUPPLIES SALE*** )

Explres May 4

10 LTR LIQUID
| GHLOBINE REFILL °Y

1]
$0/I|tre 11

Expires May 4

SOLAR BLAN KETS

12’ X 24’ $49.99
14’ X 28’ $59.99
16’ X 32’ $79.99
18’ X 36’ $99.99
20’ X 40’ $129.99

POOL OPENING
KIT I

I

I

ﬂs’;; 499!

expires May 4

MANY
MORE SIZES
AVAILABLE

Expires May 4

*restrictions may apply-check in store for details *quantities I|m|ted no dealers please *Not applicable on prior sales

Yisect CPee'e Strcet)eecie!

905.815.5252

*Restrictions apply chek in-store for details.




