Fire officials remind people about dos and don’ts of dryers

The Oakville Fire Department is reminding resi-
dents to regularly maintain their household ap-
pliances to avoid a house fire.

It comes in the wake of a recent dryer fire at
an Oakville home that resulted in an estimated
$40,000 worth of damage.

According to the Ontario Fire Marshals of-
fice, faulty or improperly maintained household
appliances like dryers, washing machines, dish-
washers and slow cookers are the cause of at
least one fire per day in Ontario.

“The Oakville Fire Department responds to
many household appliance fires because regular
maintenance is not being carried out. Almost all
of these fires were preventable,” said Oakville

Fire Chief Lee Grant.

“Not only do we recommend turning off or
unplugging appliances when not in use, but
we stress that someone should always be home
when running them. I'd prefer to come home to
wet laundry than a home fire any day.”

As it is improperly-maintained dryers that
cause the most fires, fire officials recommend
reducing the risk by:

¢ Determining the straightest and most direct
venting path to the outdoors to reduce the likeli-
hood of lint accumulation in bends or elbows

e Using rigid or flexible metal ducting for
venting to the outdoors over other duct prod-
ucts. Plastic or metal foil ducts are more prone

to kinking, sagging and crushing, which leads to
lint buildup. Plastic ducting is also more prone
to ignition and melting

¢ Remembering clothes dryers designed for
closet-type spaces or enclosed rooms (e.g. in
apartments) should have sufficient incoming air
for proper operation

e Regularly removing the lint that accumu-
lates in the lint screen, metal ducts and exhaust
vent and hood. Clean inside the dryer cabinet
according to manufacturer instructions

Residents should inspect and clean the lint
filter before or after each load of laundry; regu-
larly inspect the air exhaust to ensure it is not
restricted and the outdoor vent flap opens when

the dryer is operating,

Turn the dryer off when leaving the home or
going to bed and ensure working smoke alarms
are on every storey of a home — and outside all
sleeping areas.

Fire officials also warn people against allow-
ing clothes dryers to vent indoors; putting ma-
terials saturated by chemicals, oils or gasoline
in the dryer, which can ignite during the drying
cycle even after being washed; putting dry natu-
ral or synthetic rubber, rubber-coated sneakers,
foam pillows or any garment with foam padding
in the dryer; putting dry garments previously
cleaned with dry-cleaning fluid in the dryer.

For more information, visit www.oakville.ca.

Hours of Sale:

Friday, December 6th 1pm - 7pm
Saturday, December 7th 10 am- 3pm

THOUSANDS OF CHRISTMAS IDEAS
ONE LOCATION...TWO DAYS!

% SAMPLE SAlE!

APPAREL & ACCESSORIES

Branded merchandise from Diesel, Dickies, Columbia, Alternative Apparel and more.T-Shirts, |
hoodies, jackets, baseball hats, licensed rock & roll memorabilia including bags, posters,
belt buckles, gmtar straps and more.

Great ideas for Chnisimas. gifts
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Optimist Club of Oakville

Christmas Tree Sale
November 30th to December 23rd
(Parking Lot near McDonald's)
Supporting Youth Programs

in Oakville

Over 60 Shops & Services
located at the QEW & Dorval Drive
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THEATRE GROUP

www.botg.ca

December 28- 30 2013

&M Tickets: Adults $20 / Children $15
,W ey 905.815.2021 or oakvillecentre.ca
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Visit dorvalcrossing.com
for more information
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CULTURAL GRANTS

oakville
ARTS
council

gift card to your favourite
Dorval Crossing store

For your chance, enter at
dorvalcrossing.com

Fill your holidays with bundles of joy

The holidays are finally here! This season Dorval Crossing is your merry-making
and giftgiving headquarters. Shop over 60 Shops and Services for cool gifts,
party-perfect styles and festive décor!
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