Twenty-three per cent of public elementary students in Fi
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that the public school board is determined to
phase out English-track programs in certain
schools.

Milton Trustee Donna Danielli told board
members she has been inundated with
emails and phone calls about rumours that
E.W. Foster was going to be converted into
an FI school.

“Its a completely unfounded rumour,”
Danielli said, adding, it is extremely impor-
tant for parents to be aware she and her fel-
low trustees have fought hard against any
automatic conversion to French Immersion.

“We came up with recommendations that
give us options,” she said.

While blended and triple grades aren't
ideal, it will allow students to remain in their
current school instead of being redirected to
another, including those who decide they no
longer want to be in FI.

It also reduces costs and is a better solu-

tion socially for students, who might be
uprooted from their friends and/or siblings,
trustees heard.

The plan, however, seems to go against the
wishes of many of the nearly 4,000 parents,
who filled out a questionnaire in June.

Approximately 45 percent of parents ei-
ther disagreed or strongly disagreed with
combined grades — classes made up of two
adjacent grade levels — and 81 per cent dis-
agreed with triple grading.

On the other hand, 92 per cent of respon-
dents said the option of having their children
attend their neighbourhood school was ei-
ther important or very important.

Burlington trustee Ann Harvey Hope said
the new policy gives trustees the power to
make decisions that will be in the “best inter-
est” of students.

“We (trustees) will be the final arbi-
trars,” she said. “We are committing to
look ahead, and look forward, and come

Police say man died of natural causes

Halton police have determined a senior
man found dead near Lake Ontario in the vi-
cinity of Holyrood Avenue Friday afternoon,
died of natural causes.

At around 3 p.m., police said, a passerby
discovered the unresponsive body of the
man who was accompanied by a dog.

The dog was unharmed and was taken
into the custody of the Oakville & Milton
Humane Society.

It has since been picked up by the family
of the deceased.

The man has been identified, but his name
is not being released.

up with solutions.”

In approving the new policy, board chair
Amy Collard reminded concerned parents it
pertains to French and English enrolment.

“If French enrolment is low, the same thing
will happen,” she said.

Collard said a boundary review also won't
automatically result in a conversion to a sin-
gle-track school.

“The boundary for English could be in-
creased to create better numbers,” she said.

Decreasing enrolment in Grade 1 English
forced the board to make three decisions for
this current school year because of concerns

raised about the quality of their learning en-
vironment.

As of September 2013, 23 per cent of all el-
ementary students in Halton public schools
were in FI programs (Grades 1-8) with a 42
per cent uptake for Grade 1 French Immer-
sion.

As a result, a triple grade (1-2-3) was cre-
ated at E'W. Foster, while Grade 1 students
at Pineland Public School in Burlington were
redirected for their English program to an-
other school.

A blended Grade 1-2 class was also created
at Martin Street public school in Milton.
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PEGGY’S

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION
COUPON

$8 25.00 $8

Off any Regular Priced Purchase over $50.00

Wed. NOV. 27th - Sun. Dec. 8th, ONLY

Hopedale Mall, Oakville 905-465-3499

1 coupon per person (maynot be combined with arny other Peggy’s offer)

CLIP and SAVE
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DOWNTOWN OAKVILLE

SANTA'S
best kept

SECRET
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Vote for your favourite

events

IN DOWNTOWN OAKVILLE

SANTA IN THE SQUARE
Nov. 30 11am -4pm

Children of all ages welcome to (fccebook.com/ downtownoa
share their Christmas wish list with
Santa in Towne Square

CAROLERS

Saturdays and Sundays
throughout downtown

Nov. 30 - Dec. 22
11am - 4pm

WAGON RIDES WITH SANTA

Saturdays and Sundays
Pick-up at Towne Square

Dec. 7 — Dec. 22
12pm - 4pm

for a chance to WIN @
$500 Downtown Oa

Shopping SPT ee!

Will your

Vote on our Facebook page ile)

sy

foli@day window Oisplay
fol@ay window OPLE.

kville

favourite window win? Will you?

or our website
(oakvilledowntown.com

Dec.
between Nov.\(? an
for a chance to win one of three

$500 shopping/ dining/ pampering sprees.

our wel
(one contest enfry per person, see

bsite for full details)
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