Probus Club celebrates the past and looks to the future

by Nathan Howes

special to the Beaver

For a quarter century, the Probus
Club of Oakville (PCO) has been a
place for retired businessmen to stay
socially active in the community.

The club, established in 1988, is
part of a worldwide organization for
men and women who've retired from
their profession or business and want
to maintain a social network with
others who have similar interests.

The Probus Club of Oakville re-
cently celebrated its 25th anniversary
with a luncheon at the Glen Abbey
Golf Club.

“Its one of the oldest clubs in Can-
ada. (It) is quite an accomplishment
to be able to have recruited enough
people to keep it going because not
all clubs survive,” said Probus Centre-
Canada regjonal director Ted Nixon.
“The trick is to keep getting enough
new people in.”

Probus clubs were launched by Ro-
tary Club members in England in the
mid-1960s.

The first club in Canada was in
Cambridge, Ontario in 1987. Four
others soon followed — White Rock
and South Surrey, Burlington, Col-
lingwood and then the Probus Club
of Oakville in 1988. Currently, there

are 220 clubs with nearly 30,700
members across Canada.

The PCO gathers at least once a
month for a meeting, activities and
guest speakers. Members often take
part in trips, social activities, tours
and cultural and entertainment func-
tions, among other events.

“These (activities) vary quite a bit.
For example, we went to a Guys and
Dolls show; we had a Valentine’s Day
lunch and we're taking a train trip to
the Credit Valley in October,” said
PCO president Gerry Sutton.

In addition to the PCO, there are
two other Probus clubs in Oakville
— Old Oakville and North Oakville.
There are 190 members in Old
Oakville, more than 100 in PCO and
about 175 in North Oakville. The lat-
ter is comprised of men and women.

Sutton is in favour of having men
and women in the PCO, but it was
decided the club would be men only.

“A lot of people want to keep it that
way. We have functions though where
the wives come. We have a Christmas
lunch (and) a presidents reception
(where) wives are encouraged to
come,” said Sutton. “More and more
women are getting into business and
are going to be retiring. I think its im-
portant that be recognized.”

He noted the choice to remain ex-
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John Bez;les is the incoming president of the Probus Club of Oakville, which recently

celebrated its 25th anniversary.

| photo by Hannah Yoon - Oakville Beaver (Follow on Twitter @halton_photog)

clusive to men is a decision made by
members, since some clubs are “more
comfortable with men only.”

Probus Club of Oakville mem-
ber Michael Purcell said the idea of
women membership was discussed
at two executive club meetings, but
was turned down by committee
members.

While the PCO will remain men-
only, the chapters social events are
open to women.

“Its not like they’re excluded from
the opportunities, but they’re not in-
cluded as members in the clubs, per
se,” said Purcell.

While Oakville only has one com-
bined club, its a different scenario

across the country; Nixon said, add-
ing most new groups have men and
women members.

“It depends on what people want.
Because women live longer than
men, generally, we seem to have more
women in our clubs than men,” said
Nixon. “I think its going to be the
way of the future.”

Going forward, Sutton wants to see
the Probus Club of Oakville increase
membership and diversify its guest
speakers and activities.

“All of our members are retired,
so the challenge is to replace those
members with new retirees. (It) isn't
a problem everywhere, but its one of
the challenges we face,” said Sutton.
“We're still doing the things we did 25
years ago, which has stood the test of

The future of Probus clubs in Can-
ada is “heading in the right direction,”
Nixon said. Its goal is to have a club in
every community across Canada.

“New Zealand, England and Aus-
tralia have more clubs than we do,
but we're a big country with a small
population. Probus is good for our
communities. People have a good
time in Probus,” said Nixon.

“Despite some losses, Probus in
Canada is doing very, very well,” he
said.
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You can receive up to $650 on eligible replacement central heating systems and
ENERGY STAR® qualified central cooling systems purchased from and installed
by a participating contractor. Once your installation is complete, you could save

up to $325'" a year on energy costs.

For a helpful checklist on buying a new heating and cooling system,

and to find participating contractors, visit

ON

If you have a fridge or freezer that is at least 20 years old and in working condition,
we will haul it out of your home and recycle it. Free of charge. You won’t have to pay
or do a thing. Window air conditioners and dehumidifiers can also be removed and

recycled if you book an appointment for at least one eligible fridge or freezer.

or call

For complete details or to book an appointment, visit

OAKVILLE HYDRO

ELECTRICITY
DISTRIBUTION

FSubject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca. ""Annual electricity cost savings are estimated based on past program experience. Actual savings may vary. Funded by the Ontario Power Authority and offered by Oakville Hydro Electricity Distribution Inc.
A mark of the Province of Ontario protected under Canadian trade-mark law. Used under sublicence. ““Official Mark of the Ontario Power Authority. Used under licence. ENERGY STAR® is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada.



