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Despite this, many customers and employees in
the plaza have become protective of the geese.
LCBO employee Alison Paduch described a
instance when a local business put up large promotional balloons, which scared the plaza’s feather
friends.
“They wouldn’t sit on the nest. They were all over
the parking lot, didn’t know what to do with themselves. Customers were getting upset about this,”
said Paduch.
“A lady went over there. She and (the manager)
got into a big speaking war. He told her to get out of
the store. The police ended up getting called.”
Fairborn said he only hired someone to relocate
the geese because a tenant at the plaza complained
about the repeated attacks on customers.
Removing a pair of Canada geese and their eggs,
however, is not a simple feat.
“We know they are protected so we checked
with wildlife people and they said we’d have to
get a permit. We said, ‘Fine’ and applied for the
permit,” said Fairborn. “In the meantime, we
posted some white signs to make people aware

the geese were nesting.”
The permit was approved and a professional was
hired to remove the geese and eggs. By then, however, the community had adopted the geese and
rallied to their defence.
Holly MacPherson, who works in the area, said
she believed the wildlife control person sent to the
site was actually there to destroy the eggs.
“The gentleman ended up leaving because I
guess there were so many people at the LCBO standing and taking pictures of him and watching him,”
said MacPherson.
Fairborn said it was his understanding when he
hired the wildlife control company that the geese
and eggs would be humanely removed to an area
where they would not bother people and where they
would be safe. The Oakville and Milton Humane
Society confirmed the company in question had no
intention of harming the geese or their eggs. With
the goslings expected to hatch any day now, Fairborn
has decided to let the situation sort itself out.
“We said, ‘Look, we, as a property developer and
a property management company, we will do whatever you are happy with that makes sense.”
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People rallied for geese

