OMHS ringworm outbreak: one month later

By Nathan Howes
OAKVILLE BEAVER STAFF

Last month, the Oakville & Milton Humane
Society (OMHS) closed its doors to the public
due to an outbreak of ringworm infection in its
cat population.

Today, the shelter remains closed as staff and
its resources continue to attempt to restrain the
outbreak, while taking care of the animals and
finding permanent homes for those that have
been fostered and boarded, and are now ready for
adoption.

“It's been a challenging time. We have
learned a lot about disease control and there are
many of the protocols that have been put in
place during the outbreak that we will continue
with once the shelter re-opens,” said acting
executive director Heather White. “We have
always valued our dedicated volunteers and
never more than now, as the shelter remains
closed.

As for when the shelter could be ready to re-
open, it’s too early to tell. Best-case scenarios
indicate it may be sometime in January 2012.

Since the ringworm is a fungus that can be
passed from animals to humans, the OMHS
wants to be certain that there is no ringworm
fungus anywhere in the shelter, and that all ani-
mals are ready to move to their new homes.

The good news is the shelter is reporting that
the affected animals are responding well to treat-
ment, isolating animals that have tested positive
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TREATMENT: Oakville & Milton Humane Society Supervisor of Animal Care Roxanne Johns and
Genevieve Reisinger, dog behaviour co-ordinator, give an infected cat a lime sulfur bath. At right, while
the treatment turns the fur yellow, it does fade over time. The solution used however costs $50 per

bottle.

or are suspected of being positive in a portable
trailer. Staff members are working with animals
to prevent cross-contamination between the
trailer and the shelter.

The rising cost of the outbreak continues —
environmental and animal testing is being car-
ried out to ensure it will gradually re-open its
doors.

“We need to know that we have completely

removed the fungus from the animals and the
shelter and the only way to know that is by send-
ing out samples to be cultured and returned,”
said Andrea Barker, manager of animal care.
While the infection is confined to the cats, the
outbreak is having an affect on all of the animals
in the shelter, as evident with the dogs.
Genevieve Reisinger, the OMHS dog behav-
iour co-ordinator, is working with staff to

improve the lives of the dogs, matching them up
with play partners so they can have fun with
another dog under Reisinger's supervision. Staff
have been using lunch breaks, staying late and
coming in early to ensure all the dogs get a walk
on the shelter property or a play period with
their partner each day.

One of the protocols that have been proven
successful in other shelter environments as a
preventative measure is to give lime and sulfur
baths to all of the animals in the shelter on an
ongoing basis. While helpful, a bottle of the solu-
tion costs approximately $50, with one bottle
needed to bathe four cats, or two small to medi-
um-sized dogs.

Homeless cats that have been boarded or
raised in foster homes are being made available
for adoption through the shelter’s partnerships
with local pet supply stores, including PetSmart
in Oakville, PetValue in Clarkson and Ruffins Pet
Nutrition Centre in the Milton Mall.

Since closing, it has been able to find perma-
nent homes for 30 cats, which, while lower than
normal, is still sufficient for shelter staff. It con-
tinues to honour the animal control contract for
the Towns of Oakville and Milton, housing stray
animals and returning lost pets to their owners
via veterinary clinics and boarding facilities in
the area.

People can donate to help with costs — by
mail, at the shelter or online at www.oakvillem-
iltonhumane.ca. All donations are tax deduct-
ible. The shelter is located at 445 Cornwall Rd.
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Great Value
I Performer

® 500 air watts
e Powerful enough for most
homes
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Model #5C200

save °210
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$770.00

BEAM

CENTRAL VACUUM SYSTEMS

@ Electric Powerhead and hose
e Complete set of attachments

5499

BEAM
.

® 625 Air Watts of Cleaning Power

@ Self-Cleaning Filter for ease of maintenance
® Serenity quiet operation

@ 10 year motor warranty

COMPLETE WITH BEAM’S BASIC POWERHEAD AND HOSE KIT...

OFF M.S.R.P.
$1200

Clean Starts Here!
2379 Trafalgar Road

905-257-614

CENTRAL VACUUM SYSTEMS |

Central Vacuum System

Trafalgar Ridge Shopping plaza
(in the Winners/HomeSense plaza)

Beside Scotia Bank
Mon.-Fri.10-5:30
Sat. 10-3, Sun. CLOSED
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a new line of quality
vacuum cleaners
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MAXIMUS CANISTER

© 10 AMPS of power

o HEPA filtration

© Tools on board

© Turbo carpet brush

© 7 year motor warranty
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$499.99
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Voted Best Vacuum Store
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