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space within the landfills they own, despite oppo-
sition from environmentalists.

Niagara Region wants to expand Welland’s
Humberstone Landfill so it is able to accept waste
for about 25 more years. Now, it will be at capac-
ity in 2016. It is undergoing an environmental
assessment expected to last about three years.

Humberstone sits 12 metres above ground
and the plan is to heighten it by six metres.

“It is really about financial sustainability,” said
Andy Pollock, Niagara’s director of waste manage-
ment services.

He said if Humberstone is expanded, Niagara
taxpayers will save $18 million over 20 years.
Pollock said the expansion means the region
would not have to pay to ship the trash to a private
facility. Kawartha Lakes is one of the luckier
municipalities. It has five landfills, although
one will be full in two years. For the next 28
years, it will have space for its trash.

Other communities are not as fortunate.

Both of Northumberland county’s landfills
will be full in five years. The county has
started an environmental assessment to
expand its Brighton landfill for 11 more
years. During that time it is working on a
25-year waste management plan.

In Muskoka, two landfills — Gravenhurst
and Stisted — are set to close within six
years. The community got an approval in
2009 to expand its Bracebridge site. It only
had four years left, but now it can function

until 2035. Muskoka expects Bracebridge will
be the only landfill to handle all of its waste.

Overflowing landfills also have caused
some municipalities to seek cross-border
solutions for disposal of their trash.

Peel, Durham, York and Toronto, which
have exhausted their waste sites, used to
truck garbage to Michigan, an agreement
that ended in December, 2010. Other places
still send their trash across the border.

Some municipalities are finding other
states to take their garbage and organics.
Durham and Napanee are shipping waste to
New York. Durham says it is a temporary
solution until its incinerator opens in 2014.
Napanee’s garbage goes to New York after its
landfill closed in June.

Guelph’s wet waste went to an incinerator
in Niagara Falls, N.Y. since its old composter
shut down in 2006. It just opened a new
organics plant in September and is no longer
sending organics across the border.

Some of York’s organics head to a compost
facility in Marlborough, Massachusetts,
because the region’s Ontario contractor can-
not handle all the green bin waste.

Toronto bought the Green Lane landfill,
near St. Thomas, in 2007 and since January
all of Toronto’s trash is disposed in the site.
Guelph also sends its garbage there. York has
a contract to use Green Lane for emergen-
cies, while it sends most of its trash to a
landfill in Niagara Falls.
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Want to be a police officer
but not ready for
Ontario Police College?

Apply for the HRPS Police Cadet
program today if you are:
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We want to hear from you!

Attend one of our free, upcoming information sessions:

Saturday, November 5th
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
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Wednesday, November 9th
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
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1151 Bronte Road, Oakville

Space is limited and registration is required.
E-mail: CadetProgram@haltonpolice.ca
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13 TRASH TROUBLES

GRAPPLING

WITH OUR GARBAGE

Seeking U.S. answers for municipal waste
is not the best solution, said Rob Cook,
Ontario Waste Management Association’s
CEO.

Ontarians should be self-sufficient, he
said, and municipalities are handing over
about $80 million to American landfills that
could have gone to Ontario businesses.

There are also concerns about the border
shutting down to Ontario trash. Cook added
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that if there are any security issues, we are
vulnerable.

For example, after Sept. 11, the border
closed for two days. Toronto’s trash could
not be collected and it backed up the sys-
tem.

“Managing our waste is a hard service
like our wastewater and we certainly
wouldn’t rely on the U.S. to give us water,”

he said.
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A Better Way to Clean Your Home!

The Benefits of an Easy-Flo
Built-In Vacuum System

* Priced Right!

long life and solid performance

* Super Quiet Ideal for homes of all sizes, as well as
townhomes and condos

» Compact Size Fits almost anywhere

Electric Power Hose

Power Head
9 Piece tool set

Ideal replacement for centrals that a
> Noisy
> Blowing dust
> Lacking power
>

replace an existing system for a similar cost?
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In need of repair — why repair when you can

OAKVILLE VACUUM LTD.

We Repair all Makes of Vacuum Cleaners & Sewing Machines

905-844-4736
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