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F r o m 1957 x m t i l 1978 , I l i v e d a t 36 P i c ton St, M y memor i es of the Shaw 

are f r o m t h a t per iod i n m y l i f e , 

I a m w a l k i n g d o w n one o f the side s t reets w h e n a w o m a n I scarce ly k n o w 
beckons me to he r f r o n t door. She t e l l s me she i s r e n t i n g to a y onng 
p e r f o r m e r f r o m the t h e a t r e a n d she w a n t s me to see someth ing . Her 
house i s i m m a c n l a t e a n d e ve ry sqnare i n c h o f f l o o r space is covered i n 
v e r y esipensive broadloom. She t akes me to t h e r e n t e d r oom and there , i n 
the m i d d l e o f t h e pale p i n k carpet i s a p i l e o f sand. I t seems her boarder 
had spent the day on t h e beach a t the foot of K i n g St. a n d had gathered 
some p r e t t y stones. To r e t r i e v e them, she s i m p l y npended her p a i l on her 
bedroom f loor . 

Passing the P r ince o f W a l e s Hote l 1 l ook np to t h e bedroom w indows . Each 
one is open as i t i s v e r y ho t and the re is , o f conrse, no a i r c ond i t i on ing i n 
t h e e n t i r e b n i l d i n g - j n s t a f e w w i n d o w n n i t s i n t h e pnb l i c rooms 
downs ta i r s . On the w i n d o w ledges are bo t t l es o f m i l k , pop and l i t t l e 
packages o f food. T h i s i s whe r e the apprent i ces a re honsed and I 
u n d e r s t a n d t h e y were pa id .^50 per m o n t h . There are no screens on the 
w i n d o w s to p ro t ec t t h e m f r o m the insects , I s h o n l d p o i n t on t t h i s was 
long before t h e ho t e l w a s pnrchased b y t h e W i e n s f a m i l y . 

There i s a r n m o n r amongst the t o w n people t h a t i n s i s t s the y o u n g people 
o f the t o w n are be ing i n t r odnced to t h e demon weed m a r i j n a n a by the 
apprent i ce ac tors . Th i s a p p a r e n t l y o r i g ina t ed f r o m a pa r en t w h o 
discovered pot i n her d a r l i n g s room and associated t h i s w i t h the a r r i v a l 
o f the y o n n g ac to rs to on r t o w n . A d i s t r n s t o f t h e t h e a t r e i n v a d i n g 
N i a ga ra - on - the -Lake made t h i s a s s n m p t i o n o n l y log ica l i n some m inds . 
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Had t h e y pa id a t t e n t i o n , t h e y w o u l d have dedneed t h a t pot was v e r y 

f a m i l i a r to t h e i r teenagers long before Shaw b r ongh t t h e i r d i s repntab le 

c r e w to onr i nnocen t l i t t l e backwa t e r . 

I n t h e e a r l y days w h e n B r i a n Dohe r t y f i r s t dev ised the idea of a thea t r e , 
read ings were he ld on t h e Conr t Honse stage. Local w o m e n w^onld l end one 
o f t h e i r p a r t y dresses to the actress i n vo l v ed , p i c k i t n p a t the end o f the 
pe r f o rmance , t a k e i t home to be sponged and pressed, and r e t u r n i t the 
nesLt n i g h t . A s sets were needed, a great deal o f t h e carpets, f n r n i t n r e and 
props came f r o m l oca l homes. Th i s a c t n a l l y w e n t on f o r qn i t e some t i m e 
n n t i l t h e t h e a t r e con ld f i n a l l y a f f o r d i t s o w n . There were m a n y loca l 
people i n v o l v e d i n c leaning, p a i n t i n g , s e l l ing t i c k e t s and genera l l y p i t c h i n g 
i n w^here needed. 

I t was some sor t o f a n n i v e r s a r y of the Shaw F e s t i v a l i n the Conr t Honse 
Theatre . I sense i t was the 10 t h a n n i v e r s a r y , b n t I a m not c e r t a in . A ho t 
s n m m e r n i g h t , i t i s s t i l l d a y l i g h t and B r i a n D o h e r t y and C a l v i n Rand are 
s t a n d i n g on the top step i n f r o n t of the Conr t Honse f r o n t doors. On the 
s i d e w a l k i s a large, f l a t , f a r m e r ' s wagon w h i c h con ta ins a hnge b i r t h d a y 
cake made b y t h e Niagara Home Bake ry . 

There are v e r y s h o r t speeches g i v en by C a l v i n a n d B r i a n . Qneen St. i s 
closed to t r a f f i c f r o m Gate to K ing . A t one end, th e r e i s a r o c k band and 
a t t h e o ther a c o n n t r y / w e s t e r n gronp. By t h i s t i m e i t i s d a r k and s t i l l 
v e r y w a r m . I n a large area i n f r o n t o f each band, people are danc ing. 
There are tab les set abont the s t ree t s e r v i n g pop a n d jn i c e . The cake has 
been c n t a n d the r e i s a piece f o r everyone. 

I t i s a v e r y h a p p y event . Everyone f r o m tow^n i s the r e i n c l u d i n g the 
c h i l d r e n . There i s m n c h a n i m a t e d conversat ion- L i t t l e t o t s are s i t t i n g on 
t h e i r f a t h e r ' s shonlders , some c lad o n l y i n a d iaper . Bare feet are to be 
seen on b o t h a d n l t s and c h i l d r e n . People pe r ch on cnrbs , i n shop doorways 
a n d a n y w h e r e t h e y can f i n d a seat. M a n y have b rongh t t h e i r o w n l a w n 
cha i r s . The shops are closed a n d the m e r c h a n t s m i n g l e w i t h the c rowd. 
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There i s a f e e l ing o f p leasure and con t en tmen t . A good t i m e was had by 

a l l . 

I a m s t a n d i n g i n t h e Conr t Honse i n m y best l ong f r o c k w i t h a h a n d f n l o f 
r a f f l e t i c k e t s . The sale o f each t i c k e t w i l l p n t a cedar sh ing le on the roo f 
o f t h e new t h e a t r e . I can ' t remember w h a t t h e pr i ze was , b n t the t i c k e t s 
sold qn i t e w e l l . Eve ryone was good n a t n r e d , even t h o n g h t h e y were 
p robab l y asked t h e same t h i n g a t ano ther pe r f o rmance . 

I also r e c a l l a ga rden p a r t y a t the home o f C a l v i n a n d Pat Rand on J o h n 
St. As I w^rite i n 1997 , i t i s now the home of a School o f Phi losophy, 
a l t h o u g h I be l ieve t h e Hand's s t i l l m a i n t a i n t h e coach house and pool as t 
h e i r o w n s n m m e r residence- Th i s a f t e rnoon i n t h e ga rden was a f u n d 
ra i s e r f o r Shaw, as usua l - Local women h a d been asked to wea r a costnme 
f r o m t h e v/ardrobe d epa r tmen t a t Shaw a n d t h i s f a s h i o n show was p a r t o f 
the e n t e r t a i n m e n t . I was g i v en a dress t h a t h a d been w o r n b y Caro l 
Shel ley i n Noel Coward 's t o - n i g h t a t 8:30. I t w a s a c lassic 1920'$ c o c k t a i l 
dress a n d I w a s t h r i l l e d . Miss Shel ley sought me ou t a f t e r w a r d s to pay me 
a c o m p l i m e n t about m y per fo rmance i n her dress. She d isp layed her 
u s u a l good m a n n e r s b u t I k n e w t h a t o n l y MissShe l l ey cou ld do j u s t i c e to 
t h a t gown. She w a s such a lady . I r e ca l l s t a n d i n g on t h e m u d d y l a w n 
a f t e r t h e f a s h i o n show t r y i n g to conv ince a couple f r o m B u f f a l o to m a k e 
a dona t i on to t h e t h e a t r e - as the long s t i l e t t o heels of m y b l a c k s i l k 
p u m p s s a n k s l o w l y i n t o the ooze. On inspec t i on , t h e s i l k had peeled back 
to the base o f t h e heel, exposing w h i t e m e t a l coated i n m u d . A h , the 
sacr i f i ces we m a k e f o r c u l t u r e . 

I t was t h e day t h e Oueen and Pr ince P h i l l i p came to N iaga ra -on - the -Lake 
f o r t h e o f f i c i a l opening o f the Fes t i va l Theat re . The who l e t o w n was 
closed to t r a f f i c . E x c i t e m e n t was h i gh . They we r e to d ine a t the P i l l a r & 
Post, v i s i t t h e F o r t a n d a t t end a pe r f o rmance o f You Never Can Te l l i n the 
evening. They we r e sleeping i n a r a i l w a y ca r i n St. Ca thar ines , Tha t 
m o r n i n g , I l ooked ou t m y f r o n t w i n d o w to see a procession o f large t r u c k s 
d r i v i n g s l o w l y b y loaded w i t h f u l l y g r o w n p ine trees. T h a t n i g h t I saw 
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t l iexi i p l an t ed a long the d r i v e w a y o f the new thea t r e , w i t h t h e i r snppor t 

w i r es ca re f n l l y c a m o n f laged. 

She was a t least th r e e honrs la te . A l l t h a t t i m e , t h e people w h o were 
w a i t i n g a t t h e F o r t we re not a l l owed to leave as t h e y h a d a l l been passed 
i n b y s e c n r i t y . One wonders abont t h e ba th room. A l l f a c i l i t i e s are 
onts ide the pal isades! I had i n v i t e d f r i e n d s to w a t c h f o r he r f r o m m y 
home as we k n e w she w o n l d have to pass b y on the w a y to the F e s t i v a l 
Theatre . O f conrse, no one rea l i zed she w o n l d be t h a t la te . The t o w n was 
f n i l o f s e c n r i t y forces, one o f w h o m was s ta t i oned onts ide m y honse, b n t 
t h e y were no t g i v i n g ont a n y i n f o r m a t i o n . I t was a v e r y w a r m evening, 

I had been commandeered by B e t t y M i t c h e l l to dress i n m y best and s t a n d 
i n th e l obby o f t h e F e s t i v a l Theat re and se l l d r i n k s t i c k e t s . A t a speci f ied 
t ime , I a r r i v e d a t t h e Stage Door and was passed t h r o n g h b y the s e c n r i t y 
on the door. I shon ld add t h a t I d i d n ' t rea l i se t h a t Be t t y had o f f e red me a 
r ea l p l n m , as i t w a s obv ions those who were v o l u n t e e r i n g f o r the even ing 
w o n l d have a be t t e r v i e w of r o y a l t y t h a n those on the s treet . I had a 
f r i e n d w h o was m n c h more eager f o r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t h a n I was, so I 
suggested to B e t t y M i t c h e l l t h a t she t a k e m y place. I t seems t h i s was 
imposs ib le as a l l t h e vo lun tee r s had been c leared by In t e rpo l ! No 
s u b s t i t u t i o n s we r e a l lowed. 

W h e n she f i n a l l y a r r i v e d I was near the door and caught a g l impse o f her 
before she w^as w h i s k e d down a side c o r r i do r to the r o y a l bos. She looked 
exhausted . She was w e a r i n g the m a g n i f i c e n t beaded gown t h a t was 
decorated w^ith t h e t h i s t l e , the s h a m r o c k a n d the rose, 

I shou ld m e n t i o n t h a t the audience had been w a i t i n g f o r he r f o r th ree 
h o u r s i n t h e t h e a t r e . 

I t was sa id t h a t t h e r e had been a c o n f r o n t a t i o n between Pr ince P h i l l i p and 
t h e RCMP as t h e y entered the thea t r e . P h i l l i p had f i n a l l y lost h i s t emper 
w i t h the o v e rpowe r ing s e c u r i t y people and demanded t h a t t h e y be 
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protec ted o n l y b y a ma le and f ema le Monn t i e w b o were dressed f o r tbe 

occasion. He got b i s way . 

W e w a i t e d i n t b e lobby f o r tbe f n i l l e n g t h o f t h e p lay . W e had to be v e r y 
qn i e t l es t we be hea rd by those ins ide . A t i n t e r m i s s i o n , we sold d r i n k s 
t i c k e t s . The Roya l Conple were on t o f s i gh t i n the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i ces 
on t h e second l eve l . Tom Bnrronghs , w h o w a s t h e A r t i s t i c D i r ec to r a t 
t h a t t i m e , s l ipped b y to t e l l ns he w o n l d a r range to have the r o ya l s leave 
the t h e a t r e b y t h e f a r door, so t h e y w o n l d be obliged to pass b y ns as t h e y 
l e f t t h e b n i l d i n g . They w^ere i n a v e r y good mood and were s m i l i n g and 
c h a t t i n g to t h e Rands and to Tom Bnr r onghs a n d h i s w^ife, K e r r y . P r ince 
P h i l l i p , as n s n a l , was s t r o l l i n g a long b eh ind t h e Oneen w i t h h i s hands 
b e h i n d h i s back . The vo lun tee r s l i n e d t h e w a l l s , t h e m e n w i t h t h e i r back 
to t h e b r i c k ( they were the bar tenders ) and t h e w o m e n w i t h t h e i r back to 
t h e g lass pa t i o doors ( they were the t i c k e t sel lers), I stood s m i l i n g a t t h e 
procession w i t h m y d r i n k s t i c k e t s c lu t ched i n m y hand . 

W i t h o u t a n y w a r n i n g , Pr ince P h i l l i p veered f r o m h i s place and came 
t o w a r d s me w i t h a b ig sm i l e on h i s f ace. *̂Do y o u p l a n to g i ve those away'* 
he asked, p o i n t i n g to m y t i cke ts? "Not i f I can he lp i t " I rep l i ed . W e 
g r i n n e d a t each o ther and he w e n t on h i s w a y . A s soon as t h e y passed 
t h r o n g h t h e g lass doors, I was su r r ounded b y m y c o - w o r k e r s w a n t i n g to 
k n o w w^hat he h a d sa id . I t was a b r i e f m o m e n t i n the g la re of c e l eb r i t y 
a n d i t passed v e r y q u i c k l y . 

A f t e r t h e y l e f t , t he r e was a b r i s k business i n t i c k e t sales and everyone 

w^as r e l axed a n d began to enjoy themse lves . 

I n t h e spec ia l w a s h r o o m t h a t was set aside f o r the Oneen s use by the 
r o y a l box we f o u n d specia l Eng l i sh soaps a n d h a n d l o t i o n t h a t t r a v e l w i t h 
her= She also b r o u g h t he r o w n bot t l es o f Schweppes I n d i a W a t e r f o r 
d r i n k i n g a n d I be l ieve Be t t y M i t c h e l l was g i v e n a n unused one as a t o k e n 
o f h e r v a l i a n t w o r k t h a t evening- I t w^as w e l l deserved. 
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She also hosted a l i t t l e d r i n k s p a r t y f o r t h e v o lun t e e r s a t he r home l a t e r 

t h a t evening. A l l i n a l l , i t was a v e r y long, b n t e v e n t f u l day. 

A t about the same t i m e , Mrs . G a n d h i had a r r i v e d to a t t e n d the theat re . 
She had been v i s i t i n g the Trndeans i n O t t a w a . There was some danger to 
he r sa f e t y because o f t h e separa t ion o f P a k i s t a n and t h e s e c u r i t y was 
o v e r w h e l m i n g . 

She was s t a y i n g w i t h Dr . Jameson on J o h n St., w h i c h was 5 m i n s . away . 
B u t t h e y f l e w he r i n a he l i copter to the F e s t i v a l Theat re . I w a l k e d up to 
ca t ch a g l impse o f h e r and demons t ra to r s were be ing herded a w a y f r o m 
t h e entrance , a l t h o u g h t h e y were not a r r e s t ed or b u l l i e d i n a n y w a y 
apparen t to me. T h i s v i s i t to Dr . Jameson r e su l t ed i n a f r i e n d s h i p 
between t h e m t h a t las ted u n t i l her death . He v i s i t e d he r i n I n d i a and 
corresponded r e g u l a r l y . They also exchanged parce ls o f books. 

For opening n i g h t s a t t h e Cour t House and t h e F e s t i v a l Theatre , the 
f l o w e r s came f r o m loca l gardens and the con ta ine r s f r o m loca l homes. A 
women 's commi t t ee , w i t h the he lp of t h e i r husbands , w o u l d also prov ide 
tables, cha i r s , l i n e n etc. to m a k e decorat ive d i sp l ays and s m a l l seat ing 
area f o r spec ia l evenings. I t was also loca l people w i t h large homes who 
p rov ided t h e s e t t i n g f o r opening n i g h t pa r t i e s a n d spec ia l d i n n e r s f o r 
VIP^s. They w o u l d also prov ide guest rooms f o r spec ia l v i s i t o r s - A t t h a t 
t i m e we had o n l y t h e Oban I n n and the P r ince o f Wa les . Bed and 
B r e a k f a s t e s t ab l i shmen t s were u n k n o w n . I t shou ld be noted t h a t m a n y of 
t h e townspeople w h o p rov ided these f a c i l i t i e s a t no cost to t h e thea t r e 
(except perhaps f o r ca t e r ing the large par t i es ) we re also generous donors to 
the thea t r e , a n d some sat on the Board o f D i r ec to rs . 

I n 1979 , Shaw m o u n t e d The Corn is Green a t t h e F e s t i v a l Thea t re , 
d i r ec t ed b y Lesl ie Yeo. I n the cast were th r ee y o u n g ac tors w h o have not 
d i sappo inted us over t h e y e a r s - M a r y Haney, Peter H u t t a n d G e r a i n t W y n 
Da v ies . I was , a t t h a t t i m e , employed b y t h e P u b l i c i t y Depa r tmen t on a 
c on t r a c t basis to ass is t w i t h opening n i g h t s etc. I t was m y d u t y to see 
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t h a t t h e bot t l es o f w ine , f l o w e r s and t r a d i t i o n a l opening n i g h t g i f t s were 
placed i n each dress ing r oom w i t h o n t d i s t u r b i n g t h e occupant and, 
p r e f e r ab l y , w h e n t h e y were not there . I t w a s impressed upon me t h a t the 
ac tors were not , i n a n y way , to be d i s tu rbed . I was w a r n e d about Mr . H u t t 
w h o l i k e d to pace u p and down the dress ing r o om co r r i do r w h e n he was 
no t on stage, i n deep concen t ra t i on and o f t e n m u t t e r i n g h i s l ines . I a m i n 
awe of t h e a c t i n g process (I s t i l l am) so I hudd l e on the s t a i r s out of h i s 
w a y and w a t c h h i m w i t h f a s c ina t i on . Th i s u n d o u b t e d l y d i s t u r b e d h i m 
more t h a n i f I h a d pushed past h i m laden w i t h g i f t s ! 

A l l w e n t w e l l u n t i l I entered Miss Haney 's d ress ing r oom w i t h a bot t l e o f 
w i n e i n m y h a n d . I was s u r p r i s e d to f i n d he r i n t h e r e and , because o f 
t h i s , I k n o c k e d t h e w i n e onto t h e f l oo r a n d t h e bo t t l e smashed. I was 
h o r r i f i e d . I t i m m e d i a t e l y entered m y m i n d t h a t m y c lums iness w o u l d 
spo i l Miss Haney*s pe r f o rmance and I had s u r e l y r u i n e d he r chances i n the 
thea t r e ! I w a s i m m e d i a t e l y pushed ou t o f t h e w a y b y a member o f the 
wa rd robe d e p a r t m e n t and the mess was c leaned u p w h i l e I sat on the 
s t a i r s w r i n g i n g m y hands . M y d is t ress was o b v i o u s l y apparen t to Miss 
Haney w h o f l a shed me a large, f o r g i v i n g s m i l e and w e n t on to a v e r y 
success fu l career on the stage ~ i n sp i te o f me. The p l a y was f i l l e d w i t h 
energy a n d e n t h u s i a s m and was a g rea t success. Somewhere i n the Shaw 
a r ch i v e s i s a l e t t e r to Lesl ie Yeo f r o m E a t h e r i n e H e p b u r n about t h i s p lay . 

I m u s t m e n t i o n Respectable Wedd ing by B e r t o l t B rech t i n 1980 . I t was 
d i r ec t ed b y Derek Goldby. As w^ell as a g rea t deal o f s oc i a l l y unacceptable 
language, one scene depicts the br ide (Nora McLe l lan) be ing raped w i t h a 
bo t t l e - i n the hands o f he r husband i f I r emember co r r e c t l y . Th i s subject 
was meat a n d d r i n k to Goldby."^ I f o u n d t h e p l a y ragged, as w e l l as 
s t a r t l i n g a n d d i d n ' t enjoy i t persona l l y . B u t i t was w e l l w o r t h a t t end ing a 
p e r f o rmance to see t h e audience response. The h i s s i n g sound produced by 
t h e i n t a k e o f b r e a t h became p a r t o f the sound e f fec ts . I n response to the 
rape scene, t h e r e w o u l d be a stampede ou t o f t h e t h e a t r e b y a n u m b e r o f 
pa t r ons d u r i n g each per fo rmance . I r emember Pat Rand lead ing a r a t h e r 
large con t ingen t u p the aisle. I t was no t to be missed! 
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