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Brigadier Gen 1 Charles Frederick Lee,
chie ot the Brifl:‘h Aviation Mission now in
the ited States; who has written tho follow-
ing article, i8 true to the tenets' o{ Royal Air
Force, he says ertythfns about the aorv ce but
not one word about himself. young
d mn to have attained such eminence ln hin ro-
“ n,, he was born:in Yorkshire on July
ld. 188 His career is exclusively that of the
He was educated at Eton and the Royal

Imtary collne at sandhurnh served in a fam-
ous old regiment, the 60th Rifles’ passed the in-
evitable four Knra in India, and helped to
strafe the Boche in France in 1914 and 1915,
He earned his army sobriquet,” “i'alling Leaf”
by reason of an' ordinary maneuver

. he evolved ‘in air fighting. One of his tricks
. was to fall like a nutterln% leaf, in .a machine
upporently out of control ut realiy tempting

i opponent to elose quartefs and consequent
A :'Iltdl?l?ge K!go ia‘ lmrgﬁnse‘l,y 1. ;Rgar not only
A neral public, but w his brother
% :s’g‘e‘eer: in  both the rn.iih and American

HE allies have been fighting the

British empire. has sustained 2.-
500,000 casualties, yet, contrary to
: genernl opinion, the greatest Jdife-
saver in the present war is the air-
plane. Without the airplane cas-
ualties increase by leaps and
bounds. With the airplane and
supremacy in the air the casualties
on our side of the line decrease
and the morale increases, ‘Whereas

the casualties on the Hun side of the line in--

crease and the morale decreasel wlth marked

,rapidity.

There is no doubt whatever that on the western
front we have a definite, almost an overwhelming,
superiority in the air. It is this superiority in
the afr whlch enables us to bomb Germany and
bring thé war home to her, and makes it pos-
sible for an offensive to. succeed. No ofrensive
«<an hope for - success without co-operation be-

tween all arms and the most implicit trust in the

aviation service by leaders and men alike.
Machines have been developed along definite
fines for definite purposes.- In the olden days any
anachine, was used for any duty. In those days it
was only necessary for a.pilot to ﬂy a machige
and have an elementary knowledge of other mat-
ters. Nowadays anyone can .be taught to fly—
that is the easiest part of the training. The
A pilot
has to be taught to fly and fight in small single-
seater. scouts. He has to be taught, on highly
specialized lines, the art of bombing, and last, he

has to be taught co-apegation . with other arms.

This last duty is one of the most difficult to teach

and perhaps the most important of all.
Co-operation by the artillery and the airplane

in 1914 was not efficient. Wireless was considered

a sort of black art. It was not until 1915 that the

matter was really developed and evolved. Its
strides became rapid.. thines and instruments
were improved, . and ‘witeless co-uperation was
thoroughly organlzed Wireless is such a science
in itself that it is useless to go into its technical
details. But today there are hundreds of ma-
chines equipped with wireless and co-operating
daily with the artillery, infantry and cavalry.
Our work with infantry, cavalry and tanks is
also of the greatest importance. A system of
signals is devised as between the infantry and

alrplanp, and the airplane files, extremely low

¥get these messages, flies back and gives the com-
mnder accurate information not oniy as to where
the infantry is, but also as to what they may be
in ‘need’ of.

“As 1 began by saying, flying is deslgned to
save life. Take, for instance, a machine which
flles at a height ranging between 50 feet and 400
feet, and searches for information which is in-
valuable to the commander of the sector in which
an attack is going to take place. It is up to the

ot of an airplane to discover If the batteries
E active or if they are only camouflaged make-

feve. If he cfin ~transmit the facts to the
artillery commander, in the one case he can have
the battery destroyed and prevented from shell-
ing our troops, and'in the case of a camouflaged

fog he can save the battery commander tie trou--

ble .of firing at it. On the same lines it is the
duty of the pilot to see where the trench mor-
tars are-in order that they may be knocked out
before the attack begins, as well as the machine
gun emplacements which cause such havoc to
an attack if they have not been previously dealt

= with. Last, but not least, it is essential to know

Hun for over four years, and the:
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been cut emdently. If it has been, all is well.

It it has not, it is necessary for the artillery to

agnin strafe it, in order that an infantry regi-
ment may net start an attack only to find itself
held up on German barbed wire. The saving of
life by an efficient .air forve is absolutely colossal.
The airplane must desecend from the realm of .
mystery it has occupied in-the public mind and
assume its practical form. It should be looked
on as a machine designed to carry & man through
the air for a definite purpose, and that purpose
is to help those on the ground to go forward.
We have to rid ourselves of mistaken notions.
The life of a pilot Is really far more ‘comfortable
than is possible ‘for his comrades in the infantry,
cavalry or artillery. The infantry when in the
trenches are shelled continually and often heav-
fly. They have to sleep in dugouts, some wet
and some dry. They are at war the whole time
except, of course, when they are back at rest.
But the pilot, though his period of fighting may
continue for weeks and months at a time, has a
definite job to do each day. He knows when that
job is over he will return to a clean house, a
clean meal and a clean bed. His morale is excel-
lent. He is flying the best machine the govern-
ment can supply. He does not see the dirty side
of the war. He does not find in the air the gas
and the filth of the ground. It is not to be won-
dered at that he is proud to be in the air division.

A certain type of persom writes on the dangers

of flying and the way he prevented himself from
being killed, yet one-tenth of the untold stories
in the trenches would make the air pilot’s story
sound very small.. Yet the airman is all-import-
ant. It would not help much if America sent ten
millions of men to France if there was not an
efficient air service back of them.

Fort\matel\' things are going well. The United .

, States has pilots of the right kind. and the ma-

teral is now going overseas in tffe right way. I
have bheen fortunate enough to see a good deal
of American flving men, of the training which is
going on in this country and of a certain number
of American cadets in FEngland. Personally, I
have nothing but praise for American flyers, and
those at home have nothing but praise for the
cadets there. And how important a thorough
training is!- However well a pilot may flv, how-
ever good his machine may be, unless he c¢an
kill ‘his opponent ‘in the air, lie is, to all intents
and purposes, useless. ‘Tp do that he must have
a gun, use a preponderance of fire, outmaneuver
his enemy and ‘bring him down. There are sev-
eral means and ways of achieving this excellent
result. - Some Germans ‘have been forced to land
without - having “been fired on; others have been
brought down by machine-gun fire in the air, and
a few by antiaircraft fire from the ground. Again,
a very small number have been shot down by in-
fantry gunfire from trenches. The more Germans

" brought down, tlie less sacrifices of life we have

on our side of the lines. Say a German airplane
has tome over our side of the Mnes; say he has
taken photographs of our artillery position; say
he has photographed trenches where we are as-
sembling to attack—it is perfectly easy for him,
if not interfered with, to take these back, have
them developed and issued to the artillery. He
can also call up batteries by wireless and have
them train their guns on the infantry ‘se assem-
bled. Hence, it is absolutely necessary: that every
hostile machine on our side of the lines, every
enemy machine in the air at all, shall be brought
down whenever and wherever possible. Only
by this meéans ear we save our own men -on the

, ground.

With the airman came the air-gunner. In 1014

U getting in a  shet.
" the other was forced to land for lack of gasoline.

.. stoppages in the machine gun were frequent.

__who could bring the most effective fire to ber~

‘and the early part of 1915 pllnts and observers
icarried rifies, and the pilots, at that time, sat

i .;hehlnd. There were no machine guns on air-

4 'planes,. Men undoubtedly fought in the alr, but

;7 these scraps generally resulted in two machines

. maneuvering around each other and occasionally
Sometimes one machine or

« Jt' was ‘extremely lucky if you could put.in a shot
that would either disable the pilot or knock out
tlle machine.. Not until the advent of .the Lewis
“gun did aerial gunnery really begln to make itself
felt. : These handy little weapons were mounted

« +6n swivelpins on each side of the machine and cut

dnwm to decrease weight. This, however, though
-the beginning, was never satisfactory, and the
In
the middle of 1915, the German aviatik had a sin-
gle ‘movable gun In the rear cockpit which caunsed
'quite a lot of trouble to the .allies, This was

“* followed by the French Nieuport machine, wh'ch

“had a Lewis gun mounted over the. toplape, nd
at the same time we developed a ring moun:ing
in“the observer's cockpit. It thus became a ince
not only in machines but also in gunnery -ux to
on
the adversary. .In the autumn of 1915 expuri-
ments were made with the Vickers gun iiving
through the propeller, The blades were protected
by steel plates called reflectors, which wrre so
placed that when a bullet struck the blade it
glanced off. No form of synchronizer gear had
been evolved, but it was the beginning of a sys-
tem which is now universal. Late in. 1915 the
Fokker made its appearance. This machine had
not a great speed, but it did have a synchronizing
gear, i, e., a gegr which enabled the machine gun

to_fire through the blades of the propeller with- |

out hitting the blades and without any loss of
efficiency.
theé French got out the Spad gear and the British
the Vickers gear. The latter was used by us
quite extensively over the lines, but owing to the
diffieulty of. training mechanics in its nse and the
small amount that was known of it in those days,
it left quite a lot to be desired. This was fol-
lowed by the Constantinesco gear, which proved
very satisfactory. Here, then, 'was a definite
progress In aerial gunnery, and today we have on
every machine two or three or four machine guns,
two firing through the propeller and two being
used by the observer hehind. In the case of a
two-seater, if you consider ‘thé amount of rounds
which can he fired on the enemy from a machine,
vou will understand what a méxmce it is. You
can fire 600 rounds per minute from each gun;
hence the pilot can fire 1,200 rounds per minute,
and the observer can reu(h the same figure with
his two' guns,

.Machines, of course, are specialized. There are
single-seater machines, which depend entirely on
their power of maneuver and gunfire. There are
two-seater  fighters,
server have to work together the whole time.
There are machines designed for co-operation
with artillery which carry an observer and wire-
less. There are large machines for day hombing
and still larger machines designed for night bomh-
fng. Owing to the pace at. which machinés
maneuver the sighting of machine guns becomes
a very important factor. To hit an object in_a
vital spot, going 120 miles an ‘hour, when your
own machine is traveling at the same pace, re-
quires a vast amount of training for pilots and
observers, who practice gunnery continuously
from the time they go on the ground school until
they go overseas.

An extremely -interesting form of flying has
been perfected recently—cloud formation flying.

In the olden days, and until most recently,
pilots have been chary about going into clouds
except as a means of defense. Actual cloud fly-
ing has been regarded with a certain amount of
skepticilsm. But cloud flying today is a hecessity.,

Every day is not a fine day, and cloud flying has
hecome the fashion. It is now possible for ma-
(hines to go in formation through the clouds and
meet above them and continue that formation
on a compass bearing to their obhjective, come
down through the clouds, bomb their objective,
go up again and come home. That sounds simple,
but it is simple, only if pilots are properly trained
for it, and have the right instruments.

Long-distance air raids into Germany are now
quite common. An independent force of the R. A.
F. has been formed for this purpose alone. It is
independent of the army and carries out bomb
raids only from its headquarters in France.

I would like to write something about aerial
photography, that most useful adjunct of the
work of the general staff, but considerations of
space forbid. I have endeavored to show the
vital importance of the air force, both offensive
and defensive, My message {‘an be summarized
in very few words. Send over your Liberty en:
gines in thousands. Send over your bright young
American flyers in tens of thousands, and the
end of both the war and the Hun will be in
slght.

" ma pn'ophedes to the country. folk.
he was or where he came from |

" as Sturman, but he never revealed his

It had quite a snccess for a time until

where the pilot and the 5b--
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" ~Hofland is laying phns to build up
15: foreign ‘trade promptly after the
war.

.Doors' of Japanese homes are not
huubnmmbutallmotﬂnmd-

ing kind. 3
m Jhett is. now in mtﬁmml

f sold in Fan-
An lnventﬂr hik ut%‘iﬁ'—

chine for accurately fitting new doors

ito frames with a mlnlmum of labor, |pronubte by- product.

One householder out of every five in
England is cultivating allétment gar-
dens as compared with one in 12 two
years ‘ago.

A California ranch owner is the in-
ventor of a portable iron gate whick
can be placed acros¥ main -irrigation
ditehes to divert the flow of the water
into laterals.

Grease- turned into its sewers by
wool—mghlng plunu is recovered by
the English city of Birmingham at its
sewage plant and converted into a

‘earn a livelihood by pawning jewelry"

1in New York city,

The finest wvariety of ubesws is
known' as amianthus, and the most

beautiful specimens of this come from i

Tarantaise, in Savoy.-
In London- there are women who

and clothes for other women who are
ashamed to be seen enterlng a pawn-
shop.

It s estlnfated that mom?hm 5,000
young women are.ROwW employed as
elevator conductors in stores, office
buildings. hotels and apartment houses

[
1}

C(')'LLECTED FACTS

An International engineering con-
gress in, the” interests of the Nether-
lands East Ipdies will be held at Ha
tavia next year,

Eton (England) Rural District coun-
cil has protested against British labor
being employed to empty césspools for
German prisoners,

The . British- ministry of munitions
has paid over $50,000 toward day nur-
series and institutions since the be-
ginping of the war,
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' |strange 0ld Man in Missourl

~

" .Who Embittered the .
i Countryside.

|15 SHOT TO DEATH

Suspected of Setting Fires and De-
._uoylng Grain, He Is Waylaid at
qubt by Angry Neighbors
and Killed, .

Kmu“i Clty—ngh up in a lonely
cabin, on an elevation in an overflow
district of the Missouri river, for more.
than B0 years the mysterious “yarb
doctor” of Chariton county brewed his
medicines from herbs of the forest and

no one ever knew. He gave his name

true identity. HIs prophecies of death

and calamity came true so surely that '

the people of the vicinity accredited
him with the powers of a wizard and
feared him.

It is said that he predicted the pres-
ent world war, declaring way back in
the early seventies that “in the last
part of the first quarter of the new
century the harvest fields will be
stripped of their gleaners, as they will
be fighting a foe on a foreign soil, with
weapons not seen before.”

All of his remedies the old doctor
prepared in & room which he allowed
no one to else to enter. The gray,
weather-beaten house straddled the

mound like a drunken horseman, look--

ing as if at any time it might reel into
the lap of the swamp lands below.
A Tall, Bent Figure,

The appearance of the old man was
in keeping with his habitation. A tall,
bent figure humped over a cane;
black ' eyes that glittered under

Was Ambushed and Killed.

thatchlike' eyebrows; long, unke;npt i

beard and halr, lurmounted by a coon-
skin cap,

The sight of him coming down the:

road in his umﬂmckle buggy, drawn
by a rickety old gray mare, made the
children scamper from the roadside.
The old man was a cripple when he
mysteriously put in his appearance in
the Missouri township. He was able to

get around only by means of his horse |

and buggy. Although he gave freely
and without charge of his remedies,
he refused to “neighbor” with anyone.
As he sipped his toddy in the little
cross-roads store he quarreled  with
the bystanders. He was constantly
engaged in some lawsuit and made
many bitter enemies,

And then there came a July night
when the men of the community dectd-

| ed the old doctor had been a neighbor-

hood nuisance longjenough. There
had been several fires in the township.
Buggy-wheel tracks were seen in the
vicinity of each. Following the fires
a number of sacks of wheat that were
loaded at the old Keytesville landing
ready to be shipped to Kansas City
were cut one night and thousands of
bushels, of grain lost, The same
wheel tracks were seen near the land-
ing. The community was enraged.
The old “yarb doctor” was held re-
sponsible. - i

The next afternodn, as he was jog-
ging homeward, a number of men am-
bushed in the lonely road riddled his
body with bullets and hastily buried
him in a shallow grave.

Superstitious Fear.

.The community approved, but later
on a dozen men were arrested for the
-murder. When the court ordered the
body of the murdered man to be ex-

humed the whole neighborhood. was. |

alarmed. They feared life might come
again to the old doctor. Prayer fueet-
fiigs in the churches and at the old
camp-meeting cround were set for the
day.

Each man arreated. however, proved

an alibi. The prosecution was sudden-

ly ended. The body was supposedly
nailed up in a walnut box and buried
in-a deep grave. The neighborhood
rested easier.

The grave in the woods, however. is
sald to be a haunted spot.
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Careful as to Arrests.
Cincinnati, O.—While the Cincinnati
police have been on a strike the Home
Guards have been doing police duty.
A business man belonging to the

guards relates his first experience:

“]I was on Vine street with another
guard sent with me when we paired
offt. We saw a fight across the street
and ran over. When. we inquired we
found that some fellow had made 8|
remark which .a  passer-by thought’
sounded . too much of pro-Germanisin.
Did we pinch-the fellow who hit him
in the eye? We'll say we didn't” .
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Cures the sick and acts as
YTiquid given on thé tongue.
s TP e ludney ‘r:;nody., “
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Aversion to Boats.

On landing in France an American
soldier wrote home to his father: “Sell
my sailboat. I never want to see a
boat again after I get home.”

itching Burning Skins:

|.For eczemas, rashes, itchings, irrita-

tions, pimples, dandruff, sore hands,
and baby humors, Cuticura Soap and
Olntment are supremely effective. For
free samples address “Cuticura, Dept.

The Huns are as rats in a trap. Now
tu. keep them from gnawing out.

#Censored” news is the separated
odlk of journalism.

X, Boston.” At druggists and by malil. |
| Soap 25, Ointment 25 and 50.—Adv.

Takes Time. :
“Mister, I am slowly starving.”
“Of course. - It's a thing you enﬁ .
do in a hurry, you know."' " * °

While Coal'Is Scaros.:
“Summerlsunnﬂulnhh"f

N
Many people .make . the mistake ° of
thinking that acld-stomac
hy as the doetnn call n—nﬂely ns
occasional  attack
blon heartburn, Mlenlnc. gussy
stomach, or seme other such nlur ofl-
ment quickly remedied—or will. cure it- .
selt—and leave bpo serious lftot elfects,
As a matter of fact su in re-
sponsible for a long train of -e ous ai)-
ments that cause awful suffering nod.
sometimes bdffle the best m!dk‘ll skiil.
It is a well established (u:t that mnl)
cases o

gout, lumba ol lver,
auto- lnwxlcnlon. dyspepsia, catarrh o!
the stomach, intestinal ulcer, cancer of
the nomneh and fre mtv lvul::
beart trouble and hurt failnre,

traced directly to an acid- stomach,

This Is not at all surpriring when you
consider that even the acid formed in the
mouth from fermentation of bits of food
lodged in the:'teeth—an acid that is ac-
tually tasteless—is yet powerful el
to eat through the hard enamel of tl
teeth and decay them. Is it any wonder,
then, that au excess amount of acid in
the stomach causes so much sery,
undermines the strength. and wrecks the
health and happiness of so many people?
Is it not a llct within the range of your
own observation, that nine people out of
ten are victims of acid-stomach?

It you ever hope to be well and strong

emia, stomatitis, gastritis, rhm.lltn._'
rrhosis  of the

s

How Acid-Stoma
Wrecks Hoallf
of H|Illons

fs
i
it
h

nothing marv
stantly it rellevn that
up feeling after eating,
burn, wsour stomach,

stomach feel cool and comfoptable. ;
If you .-need this help it's m own
another

“ refunded. If your
EATONIC, send your nn. and

the Eatonic Remedy

Wabash Ave., Chicago, Iil., and they
box and you esm
send them the money (cnortunl

at once mail you a 50¢
cefve it.

Sout " e BATONIC, ‘8
b iaaraion that wil Hterally

elous,
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Delehin,
. M

E,

Company,

He—The fools are not all dead. yet.
She—That's ‘as sure as you live.
-~Boston Transcript.

gy By B i t".:,""".....
)y JAR.
pill calied Doctor Plerce’s Pleasant Peliets; Adv,

Pity for Benedict.

fools.® “No; some are merely unfor-
tunate. —-Lohdon Tit-Bits..

Never nndenshmte a “quiet man
A great ship at lnehor seems a help-

“All men who get married are not |

ko g

e

the trees on the Mtuﬁ.
ﬂinlnlldootn’,tllkolm :

Not smmgc mﬁm nu-

“The bull will bellow and snort aad

throw dirt—and yet
self a politician,

our::
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