Yosef Drenters restores old Aca

The historic Rockwood
Academy, alma mater of
railway magnate James J.
Hill. Ontario Premier A. S
Beck, United Church
Moderator Rev. Dr. T. A.
Moore and famous baseball
player William Sunley is
being restored.

One of the most famous
boarding schools for boys in
the province a hundred and
some odd years ago, the
large stone building has
stood vacant except for
owners who lived in it, since
1883. It was decaying
slowly as the years went by
when 29 year old Yosef
Drenters bought it for
$8,000.

Drenters arrived 1n
Canada from Belgium at the
age of 20, a student from
the seminary who
concluded the priesthood
was not for him. He worked
as a cowboy in the west, as
a miner in the Yukon, as a
lumberjack 1in British
Columbia and then came
back to work as a hand on
his father’s farm in Eramosa
township.
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into prominence as one of @ * . s
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have discarded as “‘junk’ he
has fashioned figures of
burnt, oiled wood which
have uplifted the human
spirit and brought a demand
for his work.

His debut exhibition sold - " OO R LR,
out. The CBC filmed a '
documentary on him. But '
he’s still . a simple man,
obsessed with restoring the
old Academy on the
outskirts of Rockwood. His
labor on the old school has
sometimes taken
precedence over his career

as a sculptor but he achieves
the same satisfaction from

fashioning figures or
restoring buildings.

Last weekend Yosef
Drenters opened part of the
restored Academy to
visitors and they came from
a wide radius to look at his R _
work and the sculptures he g L e o TN T e, 3
has created. Since creativity TN <l g T e e v
runs in the family it was | |
only natural his father, OBJECTS IN ONE of the restored school rooms dents, the ornate front gate leading to the
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| ich Yosef Drenters has restored and
Joseph, a Rockwood of the Rockwood Academy are examined by school whmh _ ‘ |
: : ’ visitors over the weekend. Included in the various historical articles relating to the Aca-
un?itlgiif t?f;;:?i::;i 1:51(;1&!1'[% andAltﬂ brﬁthfé display were desks and ink wells used by stu- demy’s history. (Staft Photo)
~ ‘ : ndre from on shou
estoring the elegance of a ibi ' i |
YOSEF DRENTERS with one of his most recent it ’ &4 "d h exhibit their work too in .. . .4 4 4 leading
) works, a man praying for peace, has attracted bu,l g g Y the large restored workshop Upper Canada school. PROFESSIONAL
Y | attention from art lovers all over the contin- Qllﬂk_*-‘TS with a love of on the bottom of the e ot Ouilats . who
a ent. The unique compositions are fashioned learning. Obsessed with a Academy. ’ el "* AL"d' : NURSING CARE
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; | “junk”. Drenters came to Canada from Bel- first sculpture in 1958. He without critics. Some have would approve qt tht‘ wor
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ron ¥ mwbﬂﬂyciﬂf;?i rerr;::vng:ar:a;a;hﬁé Sbgﬂl:;ﬁ Child.” His laborious work on the ﬁﬂemﬁ W pRHospiy 0 Nursing care for maternity,
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E circumstances. Ask your
1968 EL CAMINO DUAL PURPOSE
v Lic. # B92221. Equipped with 396 Hi-performance engine. tEjOCTOI' C”: call for more
E Power steering, power brakes, white walls, custom wheel information.
¥

covers, auto., radio, dual exhausts. Very attractively finish-

ed in Verdoro Green metallic with buckskin interior.
Traded in by original owner on a new Grande Prix. Our
asking price $2,875.00 — Only $25.00 down, §98.00 monthly
for 36 months.
Satisfaction Guaranteed at

MILTON MOTOR SALES LTD.
388 Main St. Milton B7R-2355

VICTORIAN ORDER OF NURSES

844-9561
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MAKE CHRISTMAS ANOTHER ;
MOTHER'S DAY :

witH A New WESTINGHOUSE Automaric

k| ¥
DISHWASHER — DRYER
Y

. lIron is % SHE WILL SAVE UP TO

¢ blerd 3 HOURS A DAY

:‘Tr;:.’“' and that’s 3 hours she’ll have for baking,

r Plain reading, shopping or just relaxing!

8.00

THIS SCULPTURE, “Pioneer Family” was com-
pleted by Yosef Drenters eight years ago and
is now owned by the University of Windsor.

- It was part of the display at the Rockwood
Academy over the weekend and Mr. Drenters
ur ¥ said it is on its way back to Windsor after
being used by the CBC in a Christmas TV
special. (Staff Photo) NO INSTALLATION
- NEEDED
. ! Just snap hose
il to faucetl
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ELEVATOR RACK
Lifts up and out of the way
for easy loading. No special
loading pattern needed.
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X EASY-TO-USE
SINGLE DIAL CONTROL

_ Easy
X BUdgEf Terms NEW JET-SCRUB

. WASH ARM
Avallable supercleans every dish,
every pan, everywhere in
h HOSE, the load.
S ¥ PRICED FROM
x and Har- ~ et
wool and (2]
2.50

JOSEPH DRENTERS SR., a part time artist in 3§ SEE THEM TODAY AT
his own right, created this work called “The §§

Immigrant”. Crowned by a Canada Goose it x4 CH SErs HOME ppLI NCES
is symbolic of the direction immigrants, like A A A

the Canada, migrate. The bird stands on the 3 -
heart of Canada while the human figure in 181 Mill St. 878-3221

front stretches its arms embracing the country
from sea to sea. (Staff Photo)




