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Black Creek has
much influence

In September of 1991 The Toronto Star ran a feature article
on a report which painted a grim
picture for sports fishing on the
Credit River and its tributaries.
Eighteen years later, fishing clubs
are disputing where they should
stock their fingerlings in a river
which has undergone a dramatic
recovery.
The Credit supports brook
and brown trout, as well as
lake-running species of brown
and rainbow trout, and Atlantic
Coho and Chinook salmon. In
the warmer waters of the river
there are game fish such as smallmouth bass and pike. But almost
two decades ago the fishery was
in danger of almost being wiped
out by warm water from storm
drains and sewage plants which
would make it intolerable for cold
water fish, developments which
removed trees and strip vegetation further warming up the river
and causing erosion that would
cover the spawning beds.
There were other obstacles to
tackle along the 99 kilometre long
(62 mile) river which has its headwaters in the Orangeville area
above the Niagara Escarpment
and winds its way to Port Credit, now part of Mississauga. The
river cascades down the Escarpment at Cataract, above the Forks
of the Credit, where an old power
station gives it more dramatic appeal, before flowing through the
more densely populated parts of
Ontario.
Acton and area, of course is
part of the Credit watershed. The
Black Creek which flows out of
Fairy Lake is one of the major
tributaries of the river along with
several others such as the creek
which flows from Erin, known
as the West Credit, as it tumbles
down the Escarpment on its way
to Forks of the Credit at Belfountain.
The Black Creek has a major
impact on Acton since the town’s
water pollution control plant uses
the stream to release treated sewage. Regulations are strict and,
in effect, the creek controls the
population of Acton, which now
sits at about 9,400.
When the first settlers arrived
in this area in the early 1800s,
they were attracted by the water
power to run enterprises such as
flour and grist mills, tanneries,
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and various other enterprises.
Then the watershed was 95 percent forest. Gradually the land
was cleared for farms. By the turn
of the 20th century only 10 percent
of the original forest was left and
more than 40 dams and mills were
built along the river which severely damaged the fishery. Atlantic
salmon were wiped out before the
turn of the century.
Most of the dams have been removed and work has been done
to restore and enhance the fish
habitat. Atlantic salmon have also
been reintroduced. Much has been
done to restore the river to its original pristine state when early
explorers maintained one could
walk across the stream on the
backs of spawning salmon.
The Black Creek is once again
a wild trout stream much like it
was before a 30 foot high dam
enclosing a 30-acre filter bed,
containing waste from the Beardmore tanner; broke in March of
1946. Twenty five million gallons
of tannery waste engulfed the
creek and went barrelling down
in a 12 foot wall of red filth. It
wiped out the Third Line bridge
and undermined the railway
bridge at Glen Lawson, which
was covered by 15 feet of water.
Needless to say, the fish population of Black Creek was wiped
out as well as further down the
creek, and its tributaries.
This scribbler can remember
when the creek was in pristine
condition during the ‘30s. My
father would hike from the Beardmore Crescent before breakfast
and catch a creelfull of “speckled”
trout for breakfast. Anglers tell
me the creek has again lots of the
speckled beauties which most
now call “brook” trout. No matter the name they were delicious
for breakfast.
Now there is so much emphasis on the quality and safety of
the water we drink it’s important that the creeks and rivers are
kept clear of pollutants. Some say
Continued on Page 7

BLACK CREEK: One of the main sources of Fairy Lake is what is locally known as the School
Creek. If flows on to the lake west of Hwy 7. - Eileen Dix photo

Erin good example of a downtown
I couldn’t help but notice
last week a classified ad in The
New Tanner where the B.I.A.
was looking for store fronts
downtown for hopeful new businesses. It got me thinking about
our downtown and others.
If you go into some nearby
downtowns they look like what
our downtown used to look. An
example of this is just north of
us in Erin. Erin has a gorgeous
downtown.
I’m not talking about the cosmetics of the downtown core.
Ours is great. It’s probably the
best it has looked in ages. Almost every day of the week,
especially in the summer, you
can see Josey from the B.I.A.
planting flowers, sweeping sidewalks or just plain decorating
and tidying up. She does a great
job.
Most small towns are in the
same boat when it comes to
“prettiness.” However, over
the decades, with the change in
Acton from booming industrial
town to a sleeper community,
the downtown has changed.
However, towns such as Erin
that seem to be booming with
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actual stores that sell things. The
downtown seems to be overrun
with businesses that provide services more than goods for sale.
The good thing is that we
have grown from what looked
like a ghost town for a while
with a large amount of empty
store fronts to hardly any being available. The bad thing is
that the ‘store fronts’ seem to
be outnumbered by service businesses.
I was really glad to hear there
are new businesses looking for
“store fronts.” At the same time
I was also hoping they would be
stores. I like to shop in Acton.
I’ve stated it many times and try
to shop in Acton first. However,
it isn’t always possible.
Oddly enough, I had a discussion with a friend about this
a few months back as they are
a newby to town. When I say
newby, I mean newby, I refer to
someone who hasn’t been “born
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and raised” here, as they say.
Before I knew it I started remembering all the stores that
used to fill our downtown; the
stores and the ‘shop keepers’ I
knew while growing up. They
were like extended family in a
way. They knew you, you knew
them and they were a part of
your life.
I remember walking downtown with my mom to Lovell’s
Butcher Shop. I think it was
Len Lovell who always knew I
would try to convince my mom
to buy the mint cookies always
on the front counter and seemed
to always ‘push’ them in her direction when she went to pay.
My parents bought their
clothes at a store downtown.
One side of the store for men,
the other side for ladies. A few
stores down was Toddler’s to
Teens where the Starlight Café
is now. I can still remember this
tan flannel dress my mom bought
me there, which I adored.
There was a sewing store
in town where you could buy
fabric for your grade six home
economics project and the asContinued on Page 8
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