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Toyota Matrix
sports a new
00K, improved
performance

LORNE DRURY
Special to The IFP

They say timing is everything and there are few places
it plays a bigger role than in the automotive field.

Take Toyota for an example. The Japanese automaker
has grown to be one of the world leaders through a com-
bination of excellent products, competitive prices and
having the right vehicles at the right time.

Case in point, the Toyota Corolla/Matrix models.
These two compacts are what I would call the ‘bread and
butter’ vehicles in the Toyota lineup and make up about .
one-third of all sales in Canada.

Last year, Corolla and Matrix sold 61,843 units here
out of a total of approximately 200,000 unit sales over-
all. Not bad numbers at all.

The 2009 Toyota Matrix comes in four trim levels, with two engine choices in its second generation. It is built in
Cambridge, Ont. alongside the hot-selling Toyota Corolla. Photo by Lorne Drury

So what does Toyota do? Well, they redesign both xs @
vehicles and come out with totally new 2009 models at . FOR 36 rowDA
the exact time that gasoline prices are starting to go ® o E&EGCE\EE:# ON ALL NEW 08 ACCORD,
through the roof and more and more people are starting y ON SELECT MODELS ODYSSEY & ELEMENT MODELS
to make the jump to a compact vehicle. —

As a result, Toyota continues to set record after ACCOI‘d is the mOSt

record in monthly sales and in May was up 15.2 per cent
over the same month last year.

Leading the way was the Corolla with sales of 7,435
units, up 35.2 per cent over May of 2007. Meanwhile
Matrix sales were up 5.5 per cent to 3.062 units.

I had a chance to drive both these cars during the
launch in January and I remember saying at the time
that there was a lot riding on these two Canadian-built
vehicles since they make up such a hefty chunk of over-

fuel efficient vehicle in the full-size class.

all sales. GO FORTHER I AN ACCORD
Obviously, if sales continue as they did in May, and Distance perTank?  Tank Capacity
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there’s no reason to think they won’t, this is another 1,094 1 70Licres

example of having the right cars at the right time and a

City: 94 1./100m 30mpg‘

hint at why Toyota is so successful worldwide.

With only a brief time in the seat at the launch, I was
looking forward to a longer test of a Corolla or Matrix.
So in May, I picked up a Matrix for a week-long trip to a
favourite haunt in Stowe, Vt.

While the Corolla outsells the Matrix by a fairly wide
margin, I prefer the Matrix because of its hatchback (or
5-door wagon as Toyota refers to it) styling. It began life
in February 2002 as a 2003 model and became an instant
success. Last year it sold 21,369 units in Canada, making
it one of the country’s top sellers.

The new generation has a lower stance than the previ-
ous model, but not at the expense of interior space.
Inside, many changes have been made including
redesigned seats for added comfort, the introduction of a
three-spoke tilt/telescopic steering wheel and a new con-
sole design.

Four trim levels are offered: base, XR, AWD and
XRS. Engine choices include either a 1.8-litre or 2.4-litre
four-cylinder. A four-speed manual transmission is stan-
dard with an available four-speed automatic. The XR and
XRS offer the five-speed manual or an available five-
speed automatic, while the AWD comes only with a
four-speed automatic.

The AWD system is the same as the one in the RAV4
and works on-demand. When slippage is detected with
the front wheels, up to 45 per cent of the torque can be
transferred to the rear wheels to ensure smooth perfor-
mance.

The Matrix has a MacPherson strut front suspension
with a torsion beam at the rear on all but the AWD and
XRS. For these two models, a double wishbone suspen-
sion is offers. All models have four-wheel disc brakes
with an anti-lock braking system (ABS), electronic
brake-force distribution (EBD) and brake assist (BA).
Vehicle stability control and traction control are avail-
able on the XR and standard on the XRS.

All models come with six air bags plus an all-new
active headrest system for front-seat passengers. In the

See TOYOTA’S, pg. 6

Hwy: 6.4 L/100km 44 mpg”

Accord EX Sedan
model CP2578)

3 ACCORD ex

* 2.4L 190hp DOHCi-VTEC® Engine
 Power Moonroof with Tilt Feature
17" Aluminum Alloy Wheels ¢ 8-Way
Power Driver’s Seat...and more.

$27,490 nisrp

# ACCORD wx 7QQ ") Q%
Advanced 5298@ '9/

* 2.4L.177hp DOHCi-VTEC® Engine *

Compatibility Engineering™ (ACE™) Body Structure

« Vehicle Stability Assist (VSA®) with Traction Control
« Air Conditioning with Air Filtration...and more.

$25,090 wisre:

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS
WITH $2,008 DOWN
ON APPROVED CREDIT

() Approximate distance based on

highway mileage

LEASE FOR LEASE APR

*338¢3.9%

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS
WITH $2,069 DOWN
ON APPROVED CREDIT
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LEASE APR

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH
$3,680 DOWN ON APPROVED CREDIT

2 CR-V x

Sophisticated and street-friendly
Advanced safety features
Versatile seating

Exceptional storage

$27,790 nisre

: ODYSSEY ox

The ‘benchmark’ minivan
Stylish exterior

Highest safety standards
Fuel efficient

$31,490 nsre

LEASE APR

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH
$4,431 DOWN ON APPROVED CREDIT

Odyssey DX
model RL3818E

I ASK ABOUT CASH INCENTIVES!
FROM THE RACEWAY TO YOUR DRIVEWAY.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO

2 2

GREEN ~ SAFE  FUN

\L Ontario Honda Dealers B
. THE SMARTER wav 10 BUY. BENEFIT

I

www.honda.ca

LOCATE YOUR NEAREST DEALER VISIT:

GO FURTHER IN A CR-V
Distance perTank”  Tank Capacity

795tm 58Litres
City: 10.31.1100tm 27mpg’
Hwy: 7.31.1100km 39mpg‘

() Approximate distance based on
highway mileage

GO FURTHER IN AN ODYSSEY
Distance perTank®  Tank Capacity

1,026km 80Litres
City: 12 41 100km 23mpg‘

Hwy: Zsl /100km 36mpg‘

() Approximate distance based on
highway mileage

)

HONDA

#Limited time lease offers based on new 2008 Accord Sedan LX, model CP2538E / 2008 Accord Sedan EX, model CP2578J / 2008 CR-V LX 2WD, model RE3838E / 2008 Odyssey DX, model RL3818E available through Honda Financial Services on approved credit. £2.9% / 3.9% / 2.9% / 1.9%
lease APR for 48 / 48 / 48 / 48 months. Monthly payment is $298 / $338 / $298 / $328 with $2,007.90 / $2,069.18 / $3,680.00 / $4,430.94 down payment or equivalent trade, $1,390 / $1,390 / $1,540 / $1,540 freight and PDI, first monthly payment and $0 / $0 / $0 / $0 security deposit due at

lease inception. Total lease obligation is $18,432.45 / $20,671.29 / $20,321.92 / $22,797.68. Taxes, license, insurance and registration are extra. 96,000 / 96,000 / 96,000 / 96,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.12/km for excess kilometres. Retailer may sell for less. Retailer order / trade
may be necessary. tLimited time financing offers based on new 2008 Honda models. Finance example based on new 2008 Accord Sedan LX, model CP2538E available through Honda Financial Services on approved credit. #MSRP is $25,090 plus $1,390 freight and PDI, financed at 0.9% APR

equals $745.81 per month for 36 months. Cost of borrowing is $369.01 for a total obligation of $26,849.01. Taxes, license, insurance and registration are extra. Retailer may sell for less. Retailer order / trade may be necessary. ¥$1,000 Gas Card offer applies only to retail customer purchase,
lease or finance agreements for new 2008 Accord, Odyssey and Element models concluded, respectively between June 1st, 2008 and June 30th, 2008. $1,000 Gas Card offer includes GST, PST, HST, QST where applicable. Vialid only on purchase, lease or finance agreements concluded at participating
Honda retailers. See your Honda retailer for full conditions and details. #/£/1/>, Offers valid from June 1st, 2008 through June 30th, 2008 at participating Honda retailers. Offers subject to change or cancellation without notice. See your Honda retailer for full details. *Based on 2008 Accord with

2.4 litre engine and manual transmission / 2008 CR-V LX 2WD with 2.4 litre engine and automatic transmission / 2008 Odyssey DX with 3.5 litre engine and automatic transmission, with Variable Cylinder Management™ (VCM™) System. Visit www.vehicles.gc.ca for more information.
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