
Quality & Vision In Sight

Hours:
10:00 - 9:00 Monday to Friday

9:30 - 6:00 Saturday
Closed Sunday

280 Guelph Street
Georgetown Market Place

Call for details.
Please present coupon at time of purchase.

Offer expires April 30, 2006

$5000We Pay
up to

$9900
COMPLETE

towards the cost of your
eye examination with

complete purchase of eye glasses.

2 PAIR OF SOFT DAILY WEAR
CONTACT LENSES

(Regular)

• Professional Eye Exams Arranged
• Eyeglasses• Sunglasses • Contact Lenses 

Safety
is

Child’s
Play

Protect your
child from
dangerous

situations on
the playground

by following
these safety tips:

• Always
supervise children
at the playground.

• Make sure
children are

playing with age-
appropriate
equipment.

• Ensure that a
soft surface

surrounds all
playground

equipment to
cushion potential

falls.
• Check all

equipment to
make sure it is

firmly anchored
and functioning

properly.

49 Main St. South, Georgetown

905-877-3201

www.onlineregistrations.ca

Register at:

or On-line at:

Gellert
Community

Centre

Funds raised will support the fight against Muscular Dystrophy

Sunday, April 23rd
5km Run & 1km Kids’ Fun Run

10 Acton/Georgetown, Friday, March 31, 2006 

A proposed and much-needed new
elementary school in south
Georgetown to deal with an expected
rush of school-aged kids is in jeopardy
of not opening in 2007.

Halton District School Board
trustees were told by staff at a special
board meeting Wednesday night that
the preferred site, east of
Mountainview Road—- in an area of a
proposed residential development—
won’t have the necessary servicing,
notably a pumping station, in place for
the September 2007 opening for a
school.

Gerry Cullen, the board’s superin-
tendent of facility services, said it’s
“highly unlikely” the hook ups will be
ready in time for the new school.

“We should be informing the com-
munity this is beyond us at this
point,” he said.

Trustees unanimously, albeit,
reluctantly passed a recommendation
not to build a proposed 650-student,
$8-9 million school on the parcel of
land east of Mountainview Road not
go forward. At the same time, the rec-
ommendation included consulting
with the public to get feedback as to
whether a school should be built on
another site, possibly to open in 2007. 

Halton Hills Trustee Ethel
Gardiner, who has been vocal about
schools being needed in growing
Georgetown, expressed to the board
the community’s regret. 

“This is a huge disappointment,”
she said, wondering about the impact
the delay of another school might have
on Silver Creek Public School, before
the recommendation was approved.
“This was a school to be built in 2006,
2007 and now it’s 2008.”

“Full and complete consultation”
with the public will be key as the com-
munity provides its input as to how to
move forward to deal with a burgeon-
ing population and providing the nec-
essary school space.

Oakville Trustee Bruce Jones
expressed frustration at the lack of the
hook ups.

“Don’t tell me you can’t put (in) a

pumping station— I’m sorry, I don’t
buy it,” he said.

Gardiner said she “strongly dis-
agrees” with delaying building a
school, but the board’s hands appeared
to be tied.

“It is very clear that site (east of
Mountainview Road) is not going to
be ready.” 

Cullen said in an interview after the
meeting the site east of Mountainview
Road is the preferred site and that
delaying the school for one year, to be
built in 2008, would make sense
because that site would yield an
appropriate, or equitable, number of
students. The assumption is the hook
ups would be ready by then.

A decision will be come before the
end of year, he said.

“We think long-term that is the
best solution.”

It’s too early to say what school the
kids would attend in 2007 if a new
school isn’t built, Elaine Westerhof,
the board’s planning manager, said in
a later interview.

Gardiner said after the meeting she
hopes to meet with the public in April.

“I’m just hoping we can come to
some satisfactory solution where all
kids will be served well.”

Another elementary school is
planned for west of Mountainview
Road as early as 2010.

Trustees told site won’t have needed servicing

Plans for new school on hold
‘This is a huge 

disappointment,.
This was a

school to be
built in 2006,
2007 and now

it’s 2008.’
ETHEL

GARDINER

JASON MISNER
Special to The IFP

Power for three
James Gallagher, of Georgetown, provided the power
for daughter Emma, 8 months, and son Jacob, 2, dur-
ing Saturday’s St. Patrick’s Day Fun Run for CAS-hh
(Cancer Assistance Services of Halton Hills) organized
by The Power Zone. All procees went to CAS-hh.

Photo by Yves Desjardins
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