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COMMENT

Mary Graydon, left, of Georgetown met Sophie, Countess of Wessex GCVO on Friday at the Royal Winter 
Fair in Toronto. Graydon was at the fair visiting with her daughter, who with her husband operate a buffalo 
ranch in the French River area and attend the Royal every year to sell their meat products. The Countess 
was touring the fair, passed by their booth, stopped to shake hands with Graydon and then went into the 
booth to engage with her. Sophie is the wife of Prince Edward. 

Have a photo you want to share? Email — with details — to cgamble@theifp.ca.          

A ROYAL ENCOUNTER

From our readers

In the month of November, 
we gather to remember

Wellington-Halton Hills is a large riding, 
but our Remembrance Day services and 
events take place over the course of a 
number of days. 

This year, I was honoured to attend 
observances in Aboyne, Elora, Erin, 
Fergus, Georgetown, Glen Williams, 
Rockwood, and Salem. And, my wife 
Lisa represented me at the Cenotaph in 
Belwood.  

All of these events served to remind 
me that a two minute silence, once a 
year, is simply not enough. 

The two minute silence 
is the most sacrosanct and 
central element in Remem-
brance. 

But if that’s all we do, 
to remember those who 
served, who fought, who 
sacrificed, and who never 
came home, then we do not 
give them their due.

Thank God for the Royal 
Canadian Legion. The Le-
gion ensures Canadians will 
never, ever forget.

We will never forget Lieutenant Wil-
liam Turner of the Canadian Forces Re-
serves, or “Bill” as his friends called him.

He grew up in Erin. 
He returned to Erin, to be interred, 

having lost his life along with three of 
his Canadian Forces comrades, when 
a roadside bomb blew up their G-
Wagon light armoured vehicle near 
Gumbad in Afghanistan on April 22, 
2006.

Turner was one of 158 Canadian 
soldiers who made the ultimate sacri-
fice during the Afghan mission.

And even though we look back a 
hundred years, we will never forget 
Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae of 
the medical corps of the Canadian Ex-

peditionary Force, “Doc McCrae” as 
no doubt many called him.

He grew up in Guelph, and lost his 
life as so many did in The First World 
War, taken not by gas or gun, but by 
infectious disease on Jan. 28, 1918. 

But his famous poem “In Flanders 
Fields” ignited the torch of remem-
brance that inspires us to this day. 

We will never forget them, nor the 
hundreds of thousands like them who 
were prepared to give all to defend 
their communities and to defend Can-

ada: her freedom, her lib-
erties, and her democracy.

We will never forget 
them, from the “War to 
End All Wars” through the 
decades of the 20th cen-
tury, to Afghanistan in the 
21st century.

And we must always 
remember in our prayers 
those who serve in a Ca-
nadian Forces uniform to-
day, and their families, as 

they train and prepare to restore order 
in trouble spots around the world.

The Legion’s mission is a noble 
one, and it helps to ensure its place as 
one of the pre-eminent service orga-
nizations in the country.  

We thank them for seeking to en-
sure Remembrance is observed not 
just on Nov. 11, but every other day as 
well, all year long.

At the going down of the sun, and 
in the morning, we will remember 
them.

*****
Wellington-Halton Hills MPP Ted 

Arnott welcomes your comments.  
He can be reached at 1-800-265-

2366.  His website address is www.te-
darnottmpp.com.

TED ARNOTT

The way we were
Officially opened in 1887 in a tempo-
rary space at Chapel St. Public School, 
Georgetown High School opened in 
1889. Designed by Canadian architect 
Edward J. Lennox, his other buildings 
included Toronto City Hall, Casa Loma, 
the King Edward Hotel & Massey Hall.  
While the core was demolished in 1959, 
several additions were incorporated into 
the new school, which opened in 1960. 
Today, GDHS houses approximately 
1,600 students.
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