COMMENT

Embracing the new reality

By Melanie Hennessey
mel_hennessey@hotmail.com

With the new year comes everyone’s focus
on resolutions and how they want to improve
themselves. As I sat there on New Year’s Eve
contemplating what I want to do differently in
2015, it dawned on me that I'm actually pretty
happy with who I've recently become: a work-
at-home mom.

While us moms are usually divided into just
two groups— working moms or stay-at-home
moms— there’s a lesser-known third group out
there of women who are creating non-traditional
work opportunities and setting their own sched-
ules while being at home for their children.

When both of my kids started school this
past September, I discovered I wasn’t quite
ready to hang up my stay-at-home mom hat
like much of the world expected. I lost count of
how many times I'was asked, “So, are you going
to get a full-time job now?”

You see,  made a major decision four years
ago to give up my full-time journalism job to be
at home with my babies. It’s a choice that defi-
nitely raised some eyebrows, and I knew [ was
risking the chance of never working full-time in
this competitive field again. But it was the right
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choice for us, and I don’t have any regrets.

So as September and school time neared,
and the pressure to “get back out there” turned
on, I did look to see what was available in to-
day’s job market. As my desire to be there for
my kids wrestled with my passion for journal-
ism and obvious benefit of a full-time income,
I even applied for a few full-time jobs.

But alas, they weren’t meant to be. I didn't
let it get me down as I believe that everything
happens for a reason. Instead I turned my at-
tention to seeking more freelance work that I
can do from home, and fortunately the assign-
ments began flowing. As I'm wrapping this col-
umn up in the wee hours of the morning be-
cause my daughter was home sick today, I can
see clearly why I was steered down this path.

So this year, my resolution is that I won't
let society’s commentary on the fact I'm “still”
not part of the full-time working world bother
me, or make me feel like I'm any less valuable
than all of the hard-working mamas out there.
Instead, I'll embrace this new reality that I've
been blessed with.

Register now for Walk For Memories 2015

Walk For Memories 2015, in support of local pro-
grams and services provided by the Alzheimer
Society of Hamilton and Halton, will be held on
Sunday, Jan. 25, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Milton Mall.

Register as a walker online at www.walk-
formemories.ca. The website allows you to reg-
ister as an individual or organize a team. You
can create your own personal page and recruit
pledges from family and friends online.

Proceeds raised during this fundraiser will
stay in the Regions of Hamilton and Halton and
support programs and services for individuals
with Alzheimer’s disease or a related dementia,
their family and care partners.

If you require a hard copy pledge form,
please don't hesitate to e-mail funddevelop-
ment@alzhh.ca or by phone at 905-529-7030 or
1-888-343-1017.

Tired of High Electricity Bills?
We can help

money down

today to learn more
“* Locally owned and
operated in Acton

< Cheaper, greener options are available
“» Completely offset your electrical bill with no
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“ Or earn up to 14% annual income 7 %-\
“» Call us or visit us on the web ;

(519) 853-2308

sales@solardirectcanada.com
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Georgetown’s favourite Veterinary Services

Preventative Medicine
Wellness and Senior Programs
Mobile/House Calls

Dental Services

Surgery

Chiropractic Care and

Laser Therapy

Separate Cat Suites for boarding
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Hospital tours welcome and
visiting hours encouraged.

Halton Hills Christian School offers an exceptional
faith-based academic learning environment for
Preschool - Grade 8 students. Come and visit our
new spacious campus and learn about our programs,
teachers and special education opportunities.
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Visit us to find out more.
905.877.4221
haltonhillschristianschool.org

Specialized dentistry for infants, children, teenagers
and all patients with special needs

New Patients Welcome! No referral necessary.
13219 15 Sideroad, Georgetown

905-877-0900

Fax 905-877-0500
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