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No Electricity, No Problem... Let your new Gas Fireplace
or Stove keep you warm & toasty this Holiday Season
Call us today to ensure installation before Christmas!

• Truck Accessories • Upholstery
• Heavy Equipment Glass

•Window Tinting
354 Guelph Street, Georgetown

905-873-1655

We handle all
insurance work.

• your window & door professionals •
341 Guelph St., Unit 3 Georgetown

905.873.0236
www.buy-wise.ca info@buy-wise.ca

• awarded readers choice 22 times •

Visit our showroom

The way we were

Glen Woolen Mills and Barraclough House are wrapped in winter splendor in 1930. 
Images courtesy Esquesing Historical Society/Text Heritage Halton Hills

Nature’s
beauty

FROM OUR READERS

‘Quote
unquote’

Government committed 
to reducing taxes

The government of Canada has balanced 
the federal budget and is now entering a 
period of surplus. 

As a result, the government is go-
ing to reduce federal taxes for Cana-
dians families to ensure they contin-
ue to prosper. 

The government understands the 
financial challenges that Canadian 
families face and that is why the gov-
ernment is committed to reducing 
federal taxes.

Since 2006, the government has 
reduced the GST from 
seven to five per cent, 
created the Tax Free 
Savings Account, re-
duced the lowest per-
sonal income tax rate and increased 
the basic personal exemption. Over-
all, the government has cut taxes for 
Canadian families over 160 times 
and as a result, federal taxation is at 
its lowest level in 50 years. A typical 
Canadian family of four is now sav-
ing $3,400 every year in federal taxes 
compared to 2006. These tax cuts 
have taken place despite the global 
recession of 2009 and despite a chal-
lenging fiscal environment.

These measures continue to ben-
efit those who need it most. In last 
month’s UNICEF report, child pov-
erty rates in Canada decreased since 
the beginning of the recession. 

However, more can always be 
done. Beginning this January, the 
government will increase the Uni-
versal Child Care Benefit to $160 per 
month per child under the age of six, 
or $1,920 per year, and introduce a 
new benefit of $100 per month per 
child aged six through seventeen, or 
$720 per year. 

The government has also doubled 

the Children’s Fitness Tax Credit to 
$1,000, effective for the 2014 taxa-
tion year and will increase the Child 
Care Expense Deduction by $1,000 
per child for the 2015 taxation year. 
This will allow parents, where both 
parents work, to claim a bigger de-
duction for childcare expenses when 
they file their taxes in April 2016.

Finally, the government is intro-
ducing the new Family Tax Cut, ef-
fective for the 2014 taxation year. 
This Family Tax Cut will allow in-

come-splitting to 
reduce federal taxes 
payable, for couples 
with children un-
der 18. Couples will 

be able to split income between the 
higher earning and the lower earning 
spouse, saving up to $2,000 a year in 
federal taxes. 

The average benefit for Canadian 
families will be over $1,100 per year, 
in direct money. The benefit is being 
capped at $2,000 to ensure middle-
income families disproportionately 
benefit.

The Family Tax Cut will help ap-
proximately four million Canadian 
families by supporting their child-
care choices through direct finan-
cial support, 14,580 families in the 
town of Halton Hills alone. Low- and 
middle-income families will receive 
about two-thirds of the overall ben-
efits provided by the Family Tax Cut.

The government of Canada is 
strongly committed to ensuring that 
Canadian families prosper. If you 
have any questions or comments, 
please contact me at (866) 878-5556 
or at michael.chong@parl.gc.ca

- Michael Chong is the MP for 
Wellington-Halton Hills

COMMENT

Marcia Pennock spotted this 
Grey Owl at Scotsdale Farm on 

a hike in Feb. 2013.                              

Got a photo you want to share? 
Email — with details — 

to cgamble@theifp.ca

‘I think it brought a lot of people together.’
Mayor Rick Bonnette, pg. 5
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