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The decisions you will need to make could impact your financial security.

Contact our office for more information.

How to Make the Most out of a Severance
& Early Retirement Package?

Douglas Riding, BA, CFP®, FMA

Investment Advisor
348 Guelph Street, Unit#3, Georgetown, ON
Tel: 905.877.4579 Web: www.ridingteam.ca
Email: doug.riding@ipcsecurities.com

Read my featured articles on www.torontosun.com

Italian Leather Purses

retail prices everyday

50-60
OFF

%

360 Guelph St., Unit 51, Georgetown

Host a
HOUSE PARTY
or FUNDRAISER

earn 10%
905-703-4822

www.mipiacefashion.com

AT A FRAcTION OF THE PRIcE!

Direct Importers
from Italy

Mi Piace Fashion
Smell It, Feel It, Love It!

Saving You
OPEN to the

PUBLIc
WED’S ONLY!
10am - 7pm

118 Mill St. Georgetown
905-873-0043

www.TheSewingCafe.ca

LEARNTO SEW
one stitch at a time

• Day & evening sewing classes
• Kids and adults
• All skill levels
• Small
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Building Confidence, Creativity & Talent

Small class sizes
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• PA Days
• Holiday &

Summer Camps
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www.superlubequakerstate.com
MON-FRI: 8-6 SAT: 8-4

905.877.9394
5 ARMSTRONg Ave, geORgeTOwN

• 2 Locations - Serving Georgetown & Orangeville for 21 Years
•Warranty Approved •Quality Products •No Appointments

THE PREVENTIVE
MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBER

SUPER LUBE
REAL. DURABLE. OIL.

More high school students with the 
Halton public and Catholic boards will be 
eligible to take a bus to and from school 
starting this fall.

Trustees with both boards voted this 
week at their respective public meetings 
to reduce the walk-to distance policy from 
four kilometres to 3.2 km beginning with 
the 2014-15 school year.

The lowering of the high school walking 
distance threshold for busing puts Halton 
in line with the majority of school boards 
in Ontario that utilize a 3.2 km figure. The 
two Halton boards also harmonized poli-
cies for the transportation of French Im-
mersion and English program students.

The distance change will result in more 
secondary students on school buses and a 
corresponding increase in costs to provide 
the added transportation.

The additional cost to the Halton pub-
lic board to reduce the walk-to distance 
for secondary students will be $155,482 
and result in an increase of 826 students 
receiving transportation (from 2,543 to 
3,369), an increase of nearly 33 per cent.

Cost estimates are based on 2013-14 
Halton Student Transportation Services 
contract rates.

The number of new students who will 
be eligible for busing will increase the 
most at Georgetown District H.S. with 
189 added at an estimated cost of $29,672 
more.

“This will make a significant difference 
in Halton Hills,” Halton Hills trustee Al-
ice Strachan, whose area of representa-
tion includes Georgetown DHS, said at 
Wednesday’s board meeting.

The impact of the busing distance 
change would vary wildly at five of Bur-

lington’s public high schools. At one end 
of the spectrum, Robert Bateman would 
have just one new student eligible at no 
cost impact while the new Dr. Frank 
Hayden S.S. would have 85 more students 
eligible at an estimated additional cost of 
$18,240.

“This will bring down the number of 
cars” on roads, Strachan said generally 
about the busing distance change.

Several trustees have said it might seem 
counterintuitive that more kids bused 
means more exercise for them but they 
say many kids living beyond the 4-km dis-
tance are driven to school by parents so 

now they will likely 
walk from home to 
their bus stop in 
the morning and 
from the stop to 
home after school.

Other trustees 
noted the new dis-
tance for busing 
will free up more 
courtesy (option-
al) seats on buses 
for students not 
normally eligible 

for board-provided transportation and 
also remove some potential safety haz-
ards for students who have to walk long 
distances and in areas where there are no 
sidewalks.

For the Halton Catholic board, the bus-
ing distance changes mean an additional 
841 students would be eligible for trans-
portation. It will require another 12 bus 
runs at an added cost of $133,982.

The change would see the Catholic 
board go from providing transportation 
services to 3,167 students from the 2,326 
students who are eligible based on the 
current 3.2-km distance.

By TIM WHITNELL
Metroland Media Group

GDHS students to benefit from 
decision to lower walking distances
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