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Needed most this m
onth

• Canned juice • C
ookies

• Hot cereal

TO DONATE OR FOR
SPECIAL EVENTS I

NFORMATION

visit www.GoergetownBreadBaske
t.ca

WE NEED YOUR HEL
P

55 Sinclair • Unit 12 905-873-3368
Tues. 5-7pm • Wed. 8:30-noon • Sat. 8:30-noon

Visit www.georgetownsoccerclub.com
today for details and to register!

Register now for Summer Camp!
Soccer/sports camps available in July at the Gellert Centre

Limited spots also available for: L.E.A.P. Beginner Program – A fun introduction to soccer for
parents and tots age 4 (born in 2010). Two 4-week sessions in July and August.

Outdoor Grass Roots Program – 8-week session in July and August for ages U5 to U12
(born 2002 to 2009) led by our certified instructors.

280 Guelph St. Georgetown • 905-877-7719

Now Open
Georgetown
Marketplace!

in the

CAFE • BAKERY • CATERING • PREPARED MEALS
DINE IN Deli Meats & Cheeses TAKE OUT

 Halton police say 2013 set a record for 
having the lowest crime rate since Halton 
became a region in 1974.

In a report to the Halton Regional Po-
lice Service Board last week, Chief Ste-
phen Tanner noted Halton saw 10,804 
criminal offences in 2013 — compared to 
12,076 the previous year.

That’s a 10.5 per cent drop in numbers, 
but translates to a 12.7 per cent drop in 
the crime rate, when the region’s growing 
population is factored in, said Tanner.

And that crime rate is the lowest seen 
since Halton became a region in 1974, 
said the chief.

“Let me congratulate the entire service 
for continuing to have a very positive im-
pact on reducing crime throughout the 
Region,” said Tanner.

“Our clearance rates significantly in-
creased in 2013… What we have right 
now (crime rates) are fantastic. I’m ex-
tremely proud of the uniform, frontline 
and investigative people that are bringing 
those to us.”

Some of the report highlights included 
news that violent crime, such as assault, 
robbery and murder, dropped 5.6 per cent 
—2,095 incidents in 2012 to 1,977 in 2013.

Property crime, such as break-ins, 
thefts and mischief, fell by 13.3 per cent 
— from 8,969 occurrences in 2012 to 
7,772 last year.

In addition to fewer crimes being 
reported, more arrests were made for 
crimes committed last year.

That’s reflected, said Tanner, in a sig-

nificant boost in the clearance rate, which 
was at 44 per cent in 2013, up from 37.8 
per cent in 2012.

This trend is continuing this year.
“Carrying into 2014, the overall clear-

ance rate for January was 55.6 per cent, 
up from 48.5 per cent in January 2013,” 
said Tanner.

“We are looking at where our clearance 
rates tend to come from… Hypothetical-
ly, if we found that 60-70 per cent of our 
clearances were coming from investiga-
tive units, criminal investigative bureaus 
in the different districts, the major crime 
units and not from uniformed patrol, that 
may indicate we might want to put ad-
ditional resources into those units if we 
want to have a further impact.”

Not all the news was good however.
Crimes such as bail violations, coun-

terfeit currency and disturbing the peace 
rose by 4.2 per cent — up to 1,055 from 
1,012 in 2013 and 2012, respectively.

Motor vehicle collisions were also up 
7.3 per cent (from 8,000 in 2012 to 8,587 
in 2013).

Impaired driving was also slightly on 
the rise — up by 1.2 per cent from 345 in-
cidents in 2012 to 349 last year.

Board member Andrew Tyrrell asked 
that with distracted driving a growing 
problem, statistics on it be included as a 
separate category in the future.

“It really is an epidemic,” agreed Tan-
ner.

“I was on Lakeshore Road at Bronte 
the other night and of the 10 vehicles 
that passed me five (drivers) were on cell-
phones. It is one of the leading causes of 
accidents.”

Halton crime rate at
record low in 2013

By DAVID LEA
Metroland West Media Group

Halton Food for Thought recently held a Twitter challenge looking for the high school whose 
students could re-tweet the most nutrition messages. Georgetown District High School was the 
winner with more than 450 re-tweets and for their efforts the entire student body was reward-
ed with breakfast one morning earlier this month. Pictured in the forefront distributing food 
items is Kelly Stronach, program development manager for HFFT.       Photo by Eamonn Maher

A thoughtful gesture


