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at www.georgetowntoyota.com *See dealer for details
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SPORTS “Quote/unquote” ‘I need to see smiles on their faces’
— Donnie Casselman... see pg. 30 

Georgetown Raiders’ forward Ryan Smith creates a screen for linemate Steve Hladin to 
score the go-ahead goal in the third period against the Buffalo Jr. Sabres at the Alcott 
Arena Saturday evening. The Raiders won the game 2-1 to tie their playoff series 1-1.
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Big road win for Raiders

For the first time in four tries this 
season, the Georgetown Raiders were 
able to win a game in Buffalo and it 
came at a crucial point in their second-
round playoff series with the Jr. Sabres 
on Tuesday evening.

The third-place Raiders downed the 
second-seeded Jr. Sabres 4-2 to take a 
2-1 lead in their best-of-7 Ontario Ju-
nior Hockey League South/West Con-
ference semifinal matchup.

Game four of the series was played 
last night at the Alcott Arena with an 
8 p.m. puck drop. No score was avail-
able before press time.

Georgetown scored first for the 
third straight start as captain Steve 
Hladin found the mark before the 

home side evened the score with three 
minutes left in the middle stanza. But 
the Raiders got goals from Ryan Smith 
and Steven Mueller in the final two 
minutes of the period to take control 
and then Liam Board provided an in-
surance marker in the third.

Rookie netminder Michael McNiv-
en made 30 saves for the win, while 
the Raiders had just 17 shots on Buf-
falo goalie Joseph Pianta.

Game five of the series will be 
played Saturday night in Buffalo. If 
a sixth game is required, it would be 
played Sunday at the Alcott Arena at 
7:30 p.m.

In the other OJHL South/West Con-
ference semifinal series, the North 
York Rangers defeated the Toronto 
Lakeshore Patriots 4-3 in overtime but 
still trail the series 3-1.

By EAMONN MAHER
Staff Writer

Having already been to a Memo-
rial Cup in his playing career, George-
town’s Liam Heelis is seeking a na-
tional hockey title at another level 
with the Acadia University Axemen 
coming up this weekend in Saskatoon

The third-year business adminis-
tration major is captain of an Axemen 
squad seeded second in the six-team 
Canadian Interuniversity Sport Uni-
versity Cup beginning Thursday and 
the 6-foot-1, 195-pound centre was re-
cently named the Atlantic University 
Sport most valuable player, collecting 

24 goals and 18 assists in 26 regular-
season games.

His strong play continued in the 
post-season with five goals and six 
assists, including a hat trick in a 6-5 
double-overtime comeback victory 
over Moncton in the league semifinal. 
Acadia moved on to eliminate the St. 
Mary’s Huskies in Halifax to capture 
the AUS championship 3-1 in a best-
of-5 final and Heelis earned playoff 
MVP honours as well.

See HEELIS, pg. 30

Georgetown’s Cheerforce Jaguars 
won the 12-team All-Star Small Youth 
A 1 Division at the Cheer Evolution 
Ontario Championships held in the 
Kitchener Memorial Auditorium with 
a final score of 41.1, almost four points 
better than the runners-up.

The Cheerforce organization had 
a strong showing at the provincials, 
with the seniors finishing second, the 
minis third and the juniors fourth.

The Youth Division Jags will com-
pete in the Canadian championships 
April 11-13 in Niagara Falls.

At the recent Cheer Evolution Ontario Championships in Kitchener, the Cheerforce Jag-
uars placed first in the AS Small Youth A 1 category. Team members (front, from left) are: 
Nicole Harding, Alexis Heaps, Danielle Blandford-Grosse, Isabelle Wilkinson. Middle row: 
Olivia Somers, Logan Bernard. Back row: Abigayle Korzack, coach Ashleigh McGuinness, 
coach Erin Burke, Tabasum Jaffar, Lauren Putins, Courtney Wiffen, Codi Katzman, Kait-
lyn Bernard, Samantha Harding, Coach Monika Kuligowska, Emiliana Ayala.

Jaguars are provincial champs

Lead series 2-1

Heelis wields big Axe


