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CHURCHES &TEMPLES
GeorGetown Christian reformed ChurCh

welcomes you!
Interim Pastor: Tom Van Milligen Youth Paster: Brian DeBoer

sunday worship services: 10:00 am & 6:00 pm
11611 trafalgar road (north of Maple Avenue) 905-877-4322

www.gcrc.on.ca

sundaY serViCes
• Lord’s Supper 10 A.M. • Ministry Meeting 11:00 A.M.

• Fellowship Lunch 12:00 P.M. • Ministry Meeting 1:00 P.M.
Meeting In: Georgetown Seniors Centre

Address: 318 Guelph Street
Phone: 905-873-1005 Website: www.haltonhillsbiblechapel.com

www.knoxgeorgetown.ca Service Dial-in: 905-702-1629

God’s Word for
Today’s World.

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES: 11:00 A.M.

Rev. Steven Boose

Chair-lift access available.
'Sunday's Cool' youth ministry program for ages 4 & up.

116 Main St. S., Georgetown, ON
905-877-7585

Services EVERY Sunday
16 Adamson Street, South

Norval, Halton Hills
familyhouseofworship@start.ca Services starting at 10 am

DVD & BLUE RAY REntALs
OVER 10,000 TiTlEs

QUIK-PIK
VARIETY STORE

across from CtK

905-877-6463

160 GuElph sT.,
GEORGETOwn

• Lottery • GreetING CArDS • e-CIGArette • AtM

• Hunger Games
• Twelve Years a Slave

• Grand Master

Coming Soon

New Releases

• Home Front
• Book Thief
• Old Boy

Cheaper
than Costco

POWERFUL CONVERSATIONS
FOR PERSONAL

TRANSFORMATION

Ph.D.

905-873-9393
www.forgecoachingandconsulting.com

38 Oak Street, Georgetown, ON

• INDIVIDUAL & COUPLE

COUNsELINg

• ANXIETY/ DEPREssION

• LIFE & CAREER ChANgEs

• PERsONAL gROwTh

COUNSELING &
COACHING SERVICES

Continued from pg. 3
Associate Director Jeff Black-

well told trustees at the meet-
ing that currently principals use 
their discretion in dealing with 
the cold. They will consult with 
the Weather Network or other 
similar sources to get relevant 
weather information.

In times of extreme cold prin-
cipals can declare an abbrevi-
ated outdoor recess or cancel it; 
they can extend their decision to 
other outdoor school activities 
involving their students as well, 
whether they take place on or 
off school property during.

In a later interview, Black-
well said he can recall very few 
times a principal has told him 
that a student might have suf-
fered frostbite as a result of be-
ing outside in the cold during 
school hours.

Strachan’s motion also not-
ed that since school buses still 
run on some bad weather days 
there is always the possibility of 
delays, and if the temperature 
or wind chill is extremely cold 
students may be exposed for an 
extended period of time.

The Halton Region Health 
Department has criteria in place 
for cold alerts, which may be 
considered as part of the board’s 
review. Also, the board’s current 
inclement weather procedures 
don’t make mention of electron-
ic means of contacting parents 
under its communication of 
policy and procedures.

Several trustees alluded at 
the board meeting to the Halton 
Catholic board having a cold 
weather policy.

The Halton Catholic School 
Board does have its own prac-
tices related to extreme cold and 

heat.
If the outside temperature, 

with or without windchill, is 
minus 15 Celsius (-15 C) or 
warmer, Halton Catholic board 
students can stay outside for all 
regular activities.

Between -15 C and – 20 C, 
students may remain outside 
for no longer than 20-minute 
intervals. If it’s colder than – 20 
C (-4F), students must remain 
inside.

At the other extreme, if ex-
ternal temperatures, with or 
without the humidex, are cooler 
than 35 C (95F) Halton Catholic 
students may remain outside for 
all regular activities. Between 
35 C and 40 C, students may re-
main outside for no longer than 
20-minute intervals. If it’s hotter 
than 40 C (104F), students must 
remain inside.

In a related discussion at 
Wednesday’s public board meet-

ing, trustees approved consider-
ing how to improve the timing 
of letting parents know about 
transportation cancellations or 
school closures.

Also to be considered will 
be recommendations on pro-
cedures regarding communica-
tion to parents when transpor-
tation is running and schools 
are open when the weather is 
only questionable or there have 
been cancellations in the previ-
ous day(s). 

Currently, the decision as to 

whether transportation will run 
or if there will be any school clo-
sures is made by 6 a.m. at the 
latest on the day in question.

That information is sent to 
various designated local radio 
stations, is posted on the Halton 
Student Transportation Servic-
es website and is tweeted out by 
Halton board and placed on the 
board’s website.

“Often (the) HDSB appears 
to be the last board to report 
based on when the information 
is posted, and parents are look-
ing for more timely informa-
tion,” stated Halton Hills trustee 
Alice Strachan in her motion to 
the board.

“Due to the number of calls 
to be made, the Home Notifi ca-
tion system can take more than 
an hour to reach all households 
and many parents may have al-
ready left for work by the time 
the information is communicat-

ed to them.”
Strachan noted some parents 

are requesting that such infor-
mation be made available to 
them quicker.

“They see information from 
other school boards and won-
der why they have not been in-
formed by HDSB,” she noted in 
her motion.

Both issues are expected to 
be combined into an adminis-
trative procedure that will go 
back to trustees for information 
by late April.

Notifi cation of bus cancellation on HDSB agenda

‘Often (the) HDSB appears to be the last board to report 
based on when the information is posted, and parents are 

looking for more timely information.’
—Trustee Alice Strachan

One of the few benefi ts of 
the pre-Christmas ice storm in 
Halton Hills is that there’ll be 
plenty of wood chips to distrib-
ute to the public over the next 

several years.
Locally based horticultural 

supply company Gro-Bark had 
one of its super-sized wood 
chippers— called a tub grind-
er— at the Robert C. Austin 
Operations Centre for a couple 
of days earlier this month to 
break down the massive piles 
of broken tree branches and 
limbs that have been brought 
to the works yard on Trafalgar 
Rd.

Town Superintendent of 
Public Works Dick Spear said 
that it’s diffi cult to quantify 
just how much damaged trees 

have been brought into the 
yard. Gro-Bark will invoice the 
Town by the cubic metre once 
the job is complete. Local resi-
dents are welcome to drop off 
the remnants of the Dec. 21 ice 
storm from their property at 
the Town’s Trafalgar Rd. works 
yard at any time. which could 
take a few more months.

Municipal staff will break 
down the mulched trees so 
that it can be turned into wood 
chips and distributed to local 
residents for free at the Town’s 
Earth Day celebration and tree 
sale on Saturday, April 26.

Notifi cation of bus cancellation on HDSB agenda

Mayor Rick Bonnette and Superintendent of 
Public Works Dick Spear watched as piles of tree 
branches were broken down into smaller pieces 
with a tub grinder machine. Local residents are 
welcome to drop off the remnants of the Dec. 
21 ice storm from their property at the Town’s 
Trafalgar Rd. works yard at any time.      
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It’s been a grinding winter for the Town
By EAMONN MAHER

Staff Writer


