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Bistro & pub
heavenon7@gmail.com
519-856-2693

A little bit of 
Heaven

• Residential
• Commercial
• IndustrialOVERHEAD DOORS &

  ELECTRIC OPENERS

SERVICE & INSTALLATION
Call Dave The Door Guy

1.866.919.9945
www.dghdoors.com

WalkThru
GARAGE DOORS

NELLIS
 CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

ROAD BUILDING
EARTH MOVING

R.R. #1 Acton   853-0960

www.buy-wise.ca
Visit our Showroom: 11 Mountainview Rd. N., Georgetown

905-873-0236

NEW LOCATION

 Buy
 Sell
 Trade

Records and Music 
Related Items

Stereo &
Equipment Repair
Expert

We handle all
insurance

work
• Truck Accessories • Upholstery

• Heavy Equipment Glass 
• Window Tinting

354 Guelph Street, Georgetown
(905)873-1655

TERRY  or  JIM
Office:    519-853-2748

 1-800-358-9131
e-mail:   service@aoneburnerservice.com
Emergency Service Available
For all your heating and 

plumbing needs

Aldo Braida 
B.A. L.L.B.

Barrister & Solicitor
69 Mill St. E Acton

28 Paisley St. Guelph 
Phone: 519-824-2242

Fax :519-824-3049

DOLLIVER SURVEYING INC.
LegaL and 

Topographic 
SurveyS

ACTON, ONTARIO
Member: Association of Ontario Land Surveyors

T: 519-853-2502
www.dolliver.com

surveys@dolliver.com

Telephone/Fax
519-853-5615

Email: 
mcnabbgraphics@cogeco.net

905-873-4244

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
 SANDING & FINISHING

ACTON, ON
L7J 2L9

3rd Generation

Knox Presbyterian 
Church

44 Main St. N, Acton L7J 1W2
pccweb.ca/knoxacton

519-853-2360 • 519-853-5494
knoxacton@gmail.com

Sunday, May 20 - 10:30 a.m.
PENTECOST
Acts 2 v 1-21

Monday, May 21
VICTORIA DAY

67 Mill Street East, Acton
&   27 Cork St. Guelph

519-853-1160

barrister & solicitor
Ron Henry
Serving the Community

for over 40 Years

McISAAC
781588 Ont. Ltd.

Septic Pumping & Drain Service
• Septic & Holding Tanks

• Rejuvenation of leaching field
• Baffle inspection & repairs

• High-pressure drain cleaning
Radio dispatched trucks

Call Don or Mac

519-853-2790
Licensed by M.O.E. RR#4, Acton

HOME REPAIRS
IMPROVEMENTS

HANDYMAN SERVICES
2 0 +  Y e a r s  E x p e r i e n c e

Tiling • Undermount Lighting 
Plumbing • Trim Carpentry etc.

CALL MIKE Cell: 905-467-3011
Rockwood: 519-856-0020

Quality Craftmanship & Service
pmsq2@hotmail.com

Quality Grooming Services
• reasonable rates
• 20 years experience
• local pickup & delivery available
KATHRYN  416-560-7255

mention this ad & receive $10 OFF your first grooming service

For Information, call Marie
519-853-0051

or email:
 thenewtanner@on.aibn.com

Specialized trades or services?
Get noticed in our 
Community Corner!

Advertise in this
space for only 

$18.50
per week

Call Marie
519-853-0051

for details

Science Matters
By: David Suzuki

Science
Matters

 By David Suzuki
Climate change drives disease-spreading arthropods into new territory

Community Corner

According to an African prov-
erb (and the Dalai Lama), “If you 
think you’re too small to make a 
difference, try sleeping in a closed 
room with a mosquito.” The say-
ing implies that even when we 
feel insignificant and powerless, 
we can create a buzz. But mos-
quitoes and other tiny critters can 
literally have a huge impact. 

An insect no bigger than a 
grain of rice, fortified by climate 
change, has devastated forests in 
British Columbia and beyond. 
Warmer winters have allowed the 
mountain pine beetle to move fur-
ther north and survive and thrive 
in places where cold temperatures 
once halted their spread.

If swaths of red, dying forests 
weren’t enough to get us to take 
global warming seriously, other 
tiny critters might get our atten-
tion. Researchers have found that 
ticks, fleas and mosquitoes are 
moving into new territories, in 
part because of climate change.

That’s led to an uptick in dis-
eases, according to a report by the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. It found vector-
borne diseases spread by parasitic 
insects and arachnids more than 
tripled in the U.S. over 12 years 
— from 27,388 cases in 2004 to 
96,075 in 2016.

Although the report only looked 
at disease increases, experts say 
climate change is a factor. Uni-
versity of Toronto epidemiologist 
David Fisman told E&E News (re-
published in Scientific American) 
that black-legged ticks carrying 
Lyme disease — which can impair 
motor function and cause memory 
loss, even death — are showing 
up in parts of Canada where they 

haven’t been seen before. 
In the past, “They just didn’t 

have the ability to establish local 
tick populations because it simply 
was too cold for them to complete 
their life cycles,” Fisman said.

A disease-carrying mosquito, 
Aedes aegypti, is also expanding 
throughout the continental U.S., 
and is now common in 38 states. 
Yet another arthropod, the lone 
star tick, causes a severe lifelong 
immune response to meat, called 
“alpha-gal allergy.” When a tick 
bites, it spreads the alpha-gal 
sugar molecule through its sal-
iva into the human’s blood. As a 
Grist article explains, “Then, the 
molecule essentially rewires the 
body’s immune system, prompt-
ing it to produce an overload of 
alpha-gal antibodies.” The life-
threatening reaction hits infected 
people several hours after they eat 
meat.

Because parasitic insects and 
arachnids have spread not just 
north, and because disease in-
creases don’t always correlate 
exactly with increased popu-
lations, researchers say other 
factors besides climate change 
could be at play. But, as an arti-
cle in The Lancet says, “Under 
current predictions of climate 
change, mosquitoes such as Ae-
des aegypti and Aedes albopictus 
are expected to increase in both 
distribution and ability to trans-
mit diseases such as dengue, Zika, 
and yellow fever.”

The Lancet article also says 
increasing cases of dengue and 
spread and intensity of cholera 
have been “directly linked to cli-
mate change.” Researchers at the 
University of Colorado Anschutz 

found warmer temperatures and 
increased rainfall provide ideal 
conditions for mosquitoes to 
breed and can also “accelerate 
viral replication in mosquitoes.” 

Insects aren’t the only concern 
related to climate and disease. 
“Rising global temperatures, dis-
ruption of seasons, and landscape 
changes can cause drought and 
famine, as well as natural disasters 
and rising sea levels,” the article 
says. “The effects, and the attend-
ant population displacement, have 
huge implications for infectious 
diseases.” It points to factors that 
exacerbate disease spread and se-
verity, including mass migration, 
overcrowded housing, unsanitary 
conditions, flooding, drought and 
undernutrition — all worsened by 
a warming planet.

The most vulnerable are also at 
the most risk. A recent study by 
researchers at Memorial Univer-
sity published in Pediatrics found 
children bear 88 per cent of the 
burden of climate-related disease, 
which “threatens to reverse the 
gains in global child health and 
the reductions in global child 
mortality made over the past 25 
years.” It points to insect-related 
diseases such as malaria and Zika, 
waterborne illnesses that cause 
diarrhea, nutritional deficiencies, 
and effects of heat, drought and 
air pollution.

A mosquito whining while 
you’re trying to sleep is annoying. 
You might want to swat it, repel it 
or deal with it in some other way. 
Parasite and disease prolifera-
tion that comes with accelerating 
global warming is a much bigger, 
collective problem that we must 
work together to resolve.


