Study shows driving on winter tires saves lives

Research conducted by the Government of their tire retailer to determine if they should be replaced.  pressure, so a temperature drop of 15C would result in 10
Quebec in the two years since winter tire use be- Proper tire inflation is another winter driving essen- per cent or three psi under-inflation. During winter, tire
came universal in that province has proven con- tial. Tires that are under-or-over inflated have a smaller makers recommend measuring tire inflation frequently
clusively what tire makers have long known: driv- footprint on the road surface, which lessens their grip. using a reliable tire gauge to ensure tires are properly in-

ing on winter tires saves lives and reduces serious The result is reduced stopping and handling capabilities flated to the vehicle manufacturer’s recommendation.

injuries. and wasted fuel. Learn more about winter tires by visiting betiresmart.

The 2011 Study, Wthh Compa_red Quebec road Tire mﬂatlon pressure can drop qulely during Cold ca

accident statistics before and after winter tire use snaps. Every 5C change results in about one psi change in —Source: The Rubber Association of Canada

became required, shows that in the past two win-
ters there has been a five per cent reduction in
road-accident injuries that can be directly attrib- THE

uted to winter tire use. The research concludes

that winter tires prevent about 575 road-accident
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injuries per winter in Quebec. The study also
found that vehicle accidents resulting in death or
serious injury declined by three per cent.

“When people ride on winter tires, road-ac-
cident injuries decrease,” says Glenn Maidment,
president of the Rubber Association of Canada
(RAC), which represents tire makers. “Consider-
ing that only 51 per cent of Canadian motorists
use winter tires, the Quebec experience should
give us all pause for thought. There now can be
absolutely no doubt that winter tires offer the saf-
est winter driving experience.”

This fall tire makers are urging Canadian driv-
ers to carefully consider whether winter tires are
right for them and to make an educated choice. —— 72?;%-'1?155
To help motorists make the right decision for their AVAILABLE
driving patterns, the industry is offering drivers a
wealth of information about the performance ad-
vantages of winter tires at its website, betiresmart.
ca.

What motorists may not know is that today’s .
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ment — because these compounds maintain their
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Drivers who choose to roll on winter tires will
notice the difference in traction when the tem-
perature falls below 7C, or as soon as they can see 0P
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who live in cities or towns where the streets are e P INTRODUCING THE NEW 2012
cleared regularly, have opted for all-season tires e
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but winter tires deliver up to 50 per cent more
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winter traction.
“The most common objection to winter tires is '

cost,” says Maidment. “But that concern is tem-

pered by the fact that using winter tires prolongs Sorento SX shown

the life of a vehicle’s conventional summer tires,

which over time saves money. Given the perfor-

mance and safety advantages, winter tires should

be considered a driving essential from December ——.
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to April.”

When buying winter tires, motorists should
look for the mountain snowflake symbol on the
sidewall. Tires with this symbol meet or exceed
tire industry snow traction requirements.

Proper tire maintenance and inflation are also
important contributors to safe winter driving.
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