50 years on the ‘'lamb’

This past weekend, we had ‘an
event’.

Ya see, The Sidekick hit that half-
century mark. She’s now 50 years old.

Some people absolutely hate birth-
days, while others try to ignore them.

Then there’s The Sidekick.

She revels in birthdays.

You see, she’s of the opinion that hav-
ing birthdays is good for your health—
if you're celebrating a birthday, that
means you're living longer.

She maintains having a birthday
sure beats the alternative. That would
mean you're dead.

I figure The Sidekick has the right
idea. If you can’t control it, just revel
in it.

Being the youngest of a family of
six, The Sidekick is the last one to cross
that five decade milestone.

Her family is spread across Canada,
as far east as Montreal, and as far west
as Vancouver Island. For them, cel-
ebrating a family event requires lots of
planning.

Her family has a unique way of cel-
ebrating that 50 year marker— they
collectively send 50 items which have
a certain theme.

Her one brother, a diver on the west
coast, received 50 ‘boats’ of all shapes
and sizes when it was his time.

One sister found 50 Christmas deco-
rations in her mail when she turned 50,
(apparently her ‘Charlie Brown tree’
needed lots of help in the decoration
department). Hers was a challenge, as
her birthday is in July, so finding dec-
orations at that time of year required
considerable pre-planning.

One brother-in-law received toy
farm tractors of varying sizes, and an-
other sister received 50 ‘fuzzy’ items, as
she used to have the nickname ‘Fuzz’.
(Don’t ask— I have no idea where that
one came from... nor do I want to
know.)

The one that required a great deal of
planning and global synchronization
was the sister in Montreal

Apparently, this sister didn’t em-
brace the 50th birthday thing like The
Sidekick. In fact, she hadn’t told her
boyfriend that she was 50. Seems she
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conveniently dropped a few years, like
maybe 10.

So her siblings, being the loving
caring individuals that they are, sent
her 50 birthday cards, one to arrive in
the mail every day for 50 days before
her birthday, and each one screaming
‘Happy 50th Birthday’.

Adding to the effectiveness of the
mission, her kids, who were in on the
ploy, made sure all the cards were on
display when their mom’s boyfriend
came to visit, in spite of the fact she’'d
taken great pains to hide them the mo-
ment they arrived.

The Sidekick wasn’t sure what to
expect, and it seems her family had
mixed feelings what to feature— so
they decided on two themes.

One theme was lambs, which is
pretty obvious. She received toy lambs,
lamb oven mitts, bobble-head lambs,
lamb napkins, lamb sculptures, musi-
cal lambs and a lamb key-chain.

She even received a novel by Wal-
ter Lamb and a bottle of Lamb’s White
Rum.

And the other theme?

Well, when she was much younger,
it seems The Sidekick had a bad expe-
rience concerning one of those hang-
ing sticky fly strips.

It was something to do with her
hair.

And they've never let her forget it.

She is now the proud owner of a
zillion fly strips, which will probably
come in handy this summer, hanging
in the barn.

Her siblings were quick to warn me
of the danger of using them— I'm told
they’ve gotta be hung really high.

Otherwise, I just might find The
Sidekick trapped, hanging by her hair
in the barn.
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AVALON 2010 EUROPEAN RIVER CRUISES

Vision 2000 Recommended Sailings

14 DAYS AIR-INCLUSIVE or
13 DAYS VIENNA to AMSTERDAM

Windmills, Vineyards & Paris
14 DAYS AIR-INCLUSIVE or

13 DAYS PARIS to AMSTERDAM
August 09, 2010

905-873-2000
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328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON  Ont Reg # 50015325

*Book a select 2010 European Avalon Waterways vacation and receive $500 per person discount. Offer available on select departures as listed above. Booking must be made,
under deposit, and discounted anytime after January 06, 2010 for travel at select times in 2010. Offer applies to new 2010 bookings only and will not be applied to pre-existing
bookings. Offer reliant on space availability and may be withdrawn at any time. Not combinable with any other offers other than the Journeys Club Member Benefit. Full cancel-
lation penalties will apply. Additional restrictions may apply. Please note: dates and number of days reflect departure date from Canada
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A Georgetown Student’s Success

“We highly recommend Oxford Learning to anyone
who has a child who is struggling with reading and
writing. Our son improved three grade levels in
less than a year at Oxford. Their caring, attentive
staff helped our son overcome his anxiety, built his
confidence, and showed him how to succeed. We
are very impressed with Oxford Learning!”

Sincerely,
N. Ohashi

The Advantage that lasts a lifetime.

EARNING

georgetown@oxfordlearning.com

324 Guelph Street, Suite 11, Georgetown 905¢877¢3163
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