days solid and another put me
up against a wall with a knife.”

One child they took in was
so bad “we bet he wouldn't
make it o 21."

Today, that child is a young
man with a wife.

“He came back to visit and
he was so different.

“He said what kept him
going through it all was he
always knew we cared.

“That makes everything we
do worth i.”

She said they get through the
tough umes by “believing all
children all beautiful. You have
to believe in that.”

They've also received a lot
of training and “gradually you
become experienced so that
you can handle the bad
situations.”

In all their years as foster
parents, she said there have
only been three children which
were “not beautiful. There was
nothing positive to hold on to.”

Elaine does a lot of asses-
sing for the CAS and “because
of that experience I'm good at
judging things. One of the
resources I have within myself
is that I know what I can and
can't do.”

"Great models for
other foster
families and the
children they
foster”, says Bruce
County CAS

The Bruce County CAS
nominated the couple because
they are “great models for
other foster families and the
children they foster.”

Being recognized before
their peers was a highlight
because “they know what it's
all about”.

They received a standing
ovation from 500 people when
the accepted their award.

“It was overwhelming," said
Elaine. “You know they know
there are stories behind all
you've done.”
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Elaine and Richard Porter with their “special daughter” Shealene. (Davidson photo)

Porters one of

Elaine and Richard Porter’s involvement with
the Bruce County Children’s Aid Society goes
beyond fostering children.

Richard 1s now serving as the President of
the Board of Directors for the Children’s Aid
Society (CAS) and Regional Director of the
Foster Parent Society of Ontario (FPSO). He is
also a trustee of his church, treasurer for the
Walkerton Performing Arts Group and a
volunteer driver for the CAS.

He also has his own piano maintenance
business and is a full-ime driver
for Can-Ar of Toronto.

Elaine, who enjoys being a homemaker, has
an educational  background in  business
management and human relatons. She is
currently co-editor of Bruce County’s Foster
Parent newsletter called ‘Because Kids Count’.
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12 families

nominated for FPSO award

The Porters were one of 12 foster families
nominated for FPSO’s Foster Parent of the Year
Award. The awards committee, which had a
challenging time selecting a single award
winner, chose two candidates for the position.
The other recipient was Beatrice Quesnel of
Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry Children’s Aid
Society.

The FPSO represents approximately 3,600
foster parent families and 37 Children’s Aid
Societies in Ontario.

A press release from the Bruce County CAS
said the Porters “have demonstrated tremendous
love and dedication 1o the children placed in
their car. They have met an endless number of
challenges through their 25 years of experience
and they certainly exemplify the role of foster
parents,”

57 |9
SsH D
o & -—lE
=52
o 2 B &
e aE
o=
;‘-.[é_a g
o] e
Ew & &
B o =]
a8 =
= Bd
e "~
5&. <
789 ;
=t
888

=
a

OS] ol pIoMy JIDBA|
9y} JO |usIDd 18JSsO
senle08) 8|dnoo |IBI0D



