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Grafton Historical Notes

R. M.

In May 1832 a young Iinglishmnn,
Thomas Nezd, by name disembatked
at New York on hiss way to Upper
Canada. An Oxford graduate, well
supplied with capital, he had decided
to try his fortunes in British North
America, a part of the New World
that was becoming well known to the
Britisher through immigrant litera-
ture. After making tours of inspec-
tion through the Niagara peninsula,
and into Seymour Township he final-
ly purchased land in the Township of
Verulam, where he lived until his re-
turn to England in 1837. Thz ex-
tracts from his journal, published un-
der the title “Six yzars in the Bush"
provide one of the most enlertaining
contemporary nccounls of Lhe Upper
Canadian immigranl, and well repay
careful reading. Need was an acule
observir, and his comments on men
and events are bolh inleresting nnd
discerning. Although his little boolk
deals mainly wwith the Rice Lake
country yet he has several referencees
to Cobourg, three of which we repro-
duce below:——

“A steam-bonl conveyed me to (o-
bourg, on the lnst  day of Oclober,
whove n henvy Mall of raln and snow
detained me a couple of days. An
inn in n village or small markel Lown
is but a dreary refuge on o wel day
in England; but on this side of Lhe
Atlantie, where the guests' Lime and

almost insupportable. -
seven in the morning, a loud bell gave
notice that all who intended to breal-
fast should bestir themselves imme-
diately; at elght, a repetition of the
summons was instantly responded Lo
by a general rush from all parts of
the house and Lhe neighbouring
stores; for well the American, wheth-
er Yankee or Canadian, knows, thal
thesa ocensions

‘Ne room for Inted wight g found’,
Instantly the work of destruction
commenced-—piates raltled - cups and
saucers flew aboul, and lInives and
forks found thelr way indifferently,
into their owners' mouths or the va-

on

rious dishes on the table:— there was

backwoods' sctbler, just dismounted
from his waggon:-—opposite Lo him,
wilh his hat on, an amusing contrast
---a little prim, puritanical store-
kkeeper, with well-brushed clothes,
gleek countenance and straight greasy
hair, Ten minutes sufficed for the
dispatch of the meal; after which,
cach and all retired in silence and
haste as Llhey had entered, slopping,
however, n8 Lhey passed the bar, for
Lhe never-failing dram and cigar,
which concludes the business.

At one o'clock the same bell rang
for dinner, The post of honour at
Lhis meal was occupied by our despot-
ic host in person, who dealt out a
‘Benjamin's mess' 1o ench hungry ex-
pecetant: -puddings and  creams suc-
cerded the substantinls  which were
conveyed Lo the moulhs of Lhe differ-
ent guests with frightful rapidity, on
Lhe Dblades of sharp dirty knives. |1
ventured Lo ask for a spoon, a re-
quest which only drew from ‘Miss’
n disdainful Ltoss of the head, accom-
panied by the execlamalion of “my!
il the man belenl wanling o spoon
now 7 There wng no conversnllon:
il na soon ng oabanre wns anLlafied,
the dinner  bolters  severnlly  rosce
trom (nble and guitted the room. - - -
I applicd to mine host for n hool,

habits are subject to fhead rules, 1L i
At lml!’—puﬁtl

This exlovled o murmur agalnst Lhe
‘old country people’ who could not
smolke Lhelr clgne In guiel; bhul nfler
n while  he produced o volume of
Johnson's Dlctionary, and n ‘llistory
of the United Statss, by an Ameri-

can': he had somewhere bhesides a
volume of Extracts from various

IEngish authors, published al Boslon,
under the lmposing  Utle of ‘Brilish
Classles', but this wns not fortheom-
Ing. These books nre the staple, 1
alflerwnids found, of most  North
American Inns.'”

Lnter In Lhe yonr Need parliolly
vevised his opinion of Cobourg A
friend offered e n seat in his sleigh,
to Cobourg, avhere he was going to
lattend a ball. I gladly accepted the
proposal, and found myself amply re-
paid for the trouble, by 4 lively

tlance. pood music. and excellent sup-
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America, a part of the New World
that was becoming well known to the
Britisher through immigrant litera-
ture. Aft2r malking tours of inspec-
tion through the Niagara peninsuly,
and into Seymour Township he final-
ly purchased land in the Township of
Verulam, where he lived until his re-
turn to England in 1837. Thz ex-
tracts from his journal, published un-
der the title “Six yzars in the Bush'
provide one of the most enlertaining
contemporary nccounts ol the Upper
Canadian immigranl, and well repay
careful reading. Need was an acule
observzr, and his comments on men
and events are both inleresting nnd
discerning. Allhough his little boolk
deals mainly with the Rice Lake
country yet he has several refercncas
to Cobourg, three of which we repro-
duce beolow:——

“A sleam-hoal conveyed me Lo Co-
hourg, on Lhe lnsl  dny of October,
whore n henvy Ml of rain and anow
detained me a couple of days. An
inn in a village or small markel Lown
is but a dreary refuge on n wel day

in England; but on this side of the
Allantie, where the guests' time and
habils are subject to flxod rules, iU fa:
almost insupportable. - At half-past
geven in the morning, a loud bell gave
notice that all who intended to break-
fast should bestir themselves imine-
diately; at eight, a repetition of the
sumnions was instantly responded Lo
by a general rush from all parly of
the house and Lhe neighbouring
astores: for well the American, whelh-
er Yankee or Canadian, knows, that
Lhesa ocensions
‘Ne room for Inted wight fa found'.
Instantly the work of destruction
commenced —piates rattled - cups and
snucers flew about, and knives nnd
forks found thelr way indifferently,
into their owners’ mouths or the va-
rious dishes on the table:— there was
little talking and less ceremony—'I
say Miss', (to the lady in waiting)
‘please some tea'—or, ‘I say Mister’,
(to me) ‘some stealk, I guess I likes
it pretty rawish’, being the axtent of
both. The meal was composed of
ten. coffee, toast, and bread and the
never failing buck-whent cakes, with
a variety of sweet-meats, crownad
with a  ‘'piece de resistance’ In the
shape of a huge greasy dish of beel)
slenks and onlons. !

The compnny wnsd of n molley des-
criptlon, Yanleees  nmd cimlgrnnls,
washed and unwashed, store-keepers,
travellers and farmers. At the top

on

of the table, enveloped in sundry
great coats, sat a large unshaved:

Ten minutes sufficed for the

hair.
dispatch of the meal; after which,
cach and all retived in silence and

haste ns Lhey had entered, slopping,
however, ng Lhey passed the bar, for
Lhe never-failing dram  and cigar,
which concludes the business.

At one o'clock the same bell rang
for dinner, The post of honour at
this meal was occupied by our despot-
ic host in person, who dealt out a
‘Benjamin's mess' 1o ench hungry ex-
pectant: -puddings and  creams suc-
ceaded the substantinls  which were
conveyed Lo the moulhs of the differ-
enl guests with frightful rapidity, on
the blades of sharp dirly knives. 1
ventured Lo aslke for a spoon, a re-
guest which only drew from ‘Miss’
n disdainful Loss of Lhe head, accom-
panied by the exclumation of “‘my!
it the man he'enl wanling a spoon
now ? There wia no conversnllon;
nmel ng o soon ns nlare wns anbiafied,
the dinner  bolters  severndly  rose
lrom tnble and galtted Lhe room. - - -
I applicd to mine  hosl for n bhoolk.
This extorled o murmur against the
‘old country people’ who could not
smole Lhelr elgne in quiet; bul nfter
n while  he produced n volume of
Johnson's Dictionary, and n ‘Ilistory
of the United Statzs, by an Amerl-
can': he had somewhere hesides a
volume of Extracts from various
Engish authors, published al Boslon,
winler the hmposing  Litle of 'Brilish
Classles', but this wns not forthecom-
ing. These books are Lhe sltaple, 1
afterwnids found, of mosl North
Amezrican Inns"”

Lnter In the yonr Need parlindly
revised his opinlon of Cobourg “A
friend offered me n seat in his sleigh,
to Cobourg, where he was going Lo
attend a ball. 1 gladly nceepted the
proposal, and found mysell amply re-
paid for the trouble, hy 4 lively
dance, good music, and excellent sup-
per. The ladies of Upper Canada,
like thelr sisters of the Northern
States, are strikingly handsome in
carly youth, and pleasing and natur-
al in Lheir manners: Ahout thirty
couples of dancers nsaembled, who
kept up the ball  until nearly day-
light.

Again he wriles:  “Our first hall-
ing plnes was Cobourg, n small but
rnpldly  Inerenalng town, - - - - A
alupe pnsaca throuph Lhe Lown «nlly
amil steanmbonls  alwnys Louch. I
has also a post-office, two banlk ngen-
cies, several good stores and private
houses, and is in many respects n de-
girable place to seltle near.”
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