h-Gertym (o7~ 7/

VI s

WAL -"/"/

TIE (

(27) By T.

Grafton Historical Notes

R. M.

A reliable outline of lhe course of
events in the earliz: part of the War
as secn through the eyes of a mnn
who was laler Sheriff of the New-
castle District for thirty years, is to
be found in the Autobiography of Lhe
Hon. Henny Ruttan, published in the
Annual Transaclions of the United
Empire Loynalisl's Association of On-
tario, 1899.

Henry Ruttan avas born at Adolph-
uwtown in 1792 but went to Kingston
to work in a store about the year
1806. Here he became interested in
military affairs and obtained his
 commission in the Militia in 1812. He
‘writes:—"'In the month of July 1812,
twe first heard of the declaration of
- War by the United States against
Great Britain. In the same month
¢ body of the First Regiment of
:'Nortllumrh('rlnn(] Militin (commanded
by Colonel Priters) enlled Flank Com-

.marched to Kingston under General
‘de Rottenberg. These flank com-
(panies were under th2 Immediate
{ommand of .Captain Asa Burnham
and Captain  John  Spencer, The
glarm of an invasion by Lhe enemy
fin the neigi:bourhood of Kingston
baving subsided, the Nathumber-
iand Militia, togelher with other
companies frem the Bay of
: , were ordered home after a
ilew weeks absence. General Broclk
fassembled  the Legislatur:, and,
pmongst other acls, one for the or-
Fpnization of a Battalion of Incor-
porated Militia was passed. The num-
r:r of men required to be raised by
gracy officer was, for a Lt.-Co!. 40;
MMsjor, 30; Captain, 20; Lieut., 10;

B Such was th2 spa:seness of the
kltlements that it was with great
fifficulty volunteers could be obtain-
i, even to this extent. During the
nter of 1812-13 however, all the
lgments or rather sguads of men
mlisted were collected at two points,
lingston and Yorlk. In the month
Ma:rch, 1813, tiiey were all ordered
p York whe:e they were organiz:d
hdor Caplain Willlnm Robinson, of

Iul‘ lhe militinmen who flrst mel Lhe

panies, d:afted from the Regiment, |

ranle in the Mililin of Lieulenanl-

Colon. 1"
Then fo'lows no delnlled desceription

of the Ballle of Lundy's Lane, In
which the young . officer was wound-
ed.

Thus the Aulobiography
some valuable Information. The first
Licutenant Colonel . of the First
R:giment of Northumberland Militia
was John DPelers, brother-in-lnw of
1> M. Rogers.  'The flnnlkt companles
were composed of picked men who
were chosen from the various county
regiments and given monrz intensive
military training. (See Amendment
to Militia Act, 1812). The Incorpor-
ated Militia, was in turn, largely re-
cruited from the flank companies. .

allords

A. Cruikshank in his "“Officinl His-
tory of the Thirleenth Battalion of
Infantry" has this record of the deeds

enemy nl Landy's Lane:-—

“In a campanign of less than two
months, beginning on the 25th of
July and ending on the 19th of
Seplember, oul of 29 officers belong-
ing to Lhe Incorpornted MIilitin, three
were killed and 13 wounded, and up-
wards of 150 N.QC.OSs nnd men were
Jedlled  nnd  wounded. It wns dis-
banded by a genernl ovder dnled
March 10, 1815,  The IZighth Reg-
iment returnzd to England at the
conclusion of Lhe Wnar.

Towus allhough the First Northum-
berland Regiment did not take part
as a body in the War, yet It was re-
presented through the Incorporate
Mililia at Lundy's Lane and Ifor:
Erie, and probably labir at Ogdens-
burg and Brockville. From thelr
geographical position the local
Militia did not have the opportunity
to gain distinction, as the United
Counties were never invaded Iy the

enemy, but they were actlve wand
zealous whenever demands were
made upon bhem,

The difficulties under whileh the

militia officers laboured are veflected
from varlous documents in  tho
Rogers pnpers, AL Crmaunhe, Juno
4, 1813, aplain Porter, L. Keeler

" April,
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Illegally Collecte

(Conlinued from Tage 1

same wid nol payable until h
1924. The Town Audilors,
Hndson and Company on Lh
1924, submilled Lheir |
which was filed as Exhibit Tw

m  regard to Local Improve
reids as follows:—
“During the years 192

1923, it came Lo light that

case of four Local Improy
By-lawws, viz: 723, 724, 117
119G, the firstl yemrs Owner'
tion was levied the year befo
Debenture Interest and Pri
wias due. Apparently the 1
was spent by the Council rec
same and no Liability carrie
‘wand to meet the final year's
ment. In consequence of the :
the Council in office, whe
final payment was due, had t

the Owner's portion from
Town Fund."
"A  sglmilne position hae

nrisen in connection with H
1289, and to avoid a repetiti
the above irregularities, we
gested to the Finance Comn
Lhit the mmount collecled in
by vy on Lhe Ownera sho
earvléd  forwnrd  and applic
pny the fivst dnstudment
1924 nund no levy should be
on the Owners In 1924, B3
means, the year of payment «
Debenture Instalment wonld
cide with Lhe year of levy o
Owners and make impossibl
Inwregularities that have oce
in the past. From Lhe co
correspondence conlained In &
ule 16, it will be noted (ha
Finang2 Committee decided o
alternative policy of carrying
ward annually for the term ¢
Debenture the amount collect
advance to provide for the
payment when due. This arr
ment will quite satisfactorily
the case, If It is wigidly ad
to. It will be incumbenl o
Property Owners affected in
ticular and the Town Ratep
generally to Insist on a pro
of §7,133.31 belng made in o
Banlance Sheels for the peri
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¥ Such was th2 spa:seness of the
eitlements that it was with great
ficulty volunteers could be obtain-
¥, even to this extent. During the
ter of 1812-13 however, all the
rggments or rather squads of men
mlisted were collected at two points,
iingston and Yorlk. In the month
March, 1813, thiey were all ordered
b York where they were organiz:d
dcr Coptain Willlam Robinson, of
e Second Battalion of the Eighth
ggiment of the Line, who held the
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Militia did not have the opportunity
to gain distinction, as the TUnited
Counties were never invaded by the
enemy, but they were aclive wand
zealous whenever demands were
made upon them.

The difficulties under which the
militia officers laboured are rveflected
{from various docwments in tho
Rogers pnpers. At Crnannhe, Juno
1, 1813, Caplnin Porter, LL. Keeler

and Ensign Meyers were appointed ta
try H. Mozrriman and others for
suspicion of desertion. Two weecks
later Captain and other officers were

required to call to account all persons
In thelr companies who neglecled to
attend tralning on Jund 4th. Captain
Richard Hare, Lt. Jolin Grover, Lit. A.
Simmons and Lt. Joseph A. Keeler
were appointed a Court of Enquiry
for this task. Quakers, Mennonlteg
and Tunkers, whose rellgious tenels
fonbnd2 fighting were nllowed Lo pny
£5 annunlly for exéuiption from Lrain-

Debenture the amount collected
advance to provide for the fi

payment when due. This arran;
ment will quite satisfactorily my
the case, If it is wigidly adhe
to. It will be incumbenl on
Property Owners affected in pi
ticular and the Town Ratepay«
generally to Insist on n provisi
of §7,133.31 belng made in all |
Balance Sheels for Lhe perfod

the Debentures, being the amou
collected and not disbursed. T
usual and regular procedure whi
p:eparing the data to strike
rale is to make provision for s
payments to be made during cu
rent year. It will now also 1
necessary for future Councils

see thiat they havie an unexpends
mmount of $7,133.31 left for the
by thelr predecessors In office |
pay the liability banded on |
them."

The correapondence referred (o |

ing.

Lt. Col. Peters recelved a eall
from Kingston in June 1814 -for one
Captaln, one Sergeant and twenty
rank and flle to assist in Lhe Public
Works at Kingston. The men wera
to be stationed at Point Henry, and
would be relieved monthly. The fol-
lowing letter explning itself:—

“Aug. 27, 1814,
“LL.-Col.

“Slr:—

A deltachment of York Militin nre
on Lhelr way from Yorlke with 79
peisoners. 1 nmm ordered Lo pel rendy
a guard of al least 30 men Lo relleve
them, and request you will furnish
me with the men as soon as possibla
to be at the Conrt House | Amberst]
to-morrow evening.

“Your Ob'd't. Serv't,

“D .M. G. Rogers.

“Major. Militin U.C."
The letter is addressed:—
“On His Majesty's Servicas. Lt.
Col. Peters, at Hodges or Sandford's
Inns, Cramahe.

If Mr. Peters i not at Mrs. Hodges,
Captain Hare will please forward Lhiy
immediately.”

PPelers,

(To be Continued)
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the sald Repout, and which has bee
filed as Exhibit 6, is comprised of

letbar from ithe Auditors to Uie Tow
Clerk, dated the 8th.- March, 1924
and the Clerk’'s reply, dated the 27tk
Manich, 1924. The Auditors calle
the altention of the Defendant t
Sec. 288, S.S. 3 to 5 of the Municipa
Act, 1914, now found in our presen
Munlelpal Act, Ch, 235, Sec. 294, an
In this connection reference migh
naw be partieulnrly made to 8.8, 6 o
anld See. 2006, which declares Lha
“the By-lnw shall provide for raising
In citch year in which nan Instalimen
becomes due by a special rate on al
tlhvz2 rnteable property in the Munic
ipality, a gpecific sum sgufficient t
pay It when and as It becomes due.
The Auditors refer to the fact Lha

any moneys collected from the pro
perty owners in the year 1923 shoul
be set asidiz as a ireserve and carrie
forward for that purpose, and the:
recommend that the money so re
served @and carried over ‘‘may b
used for the first instalment payabl
by the Owners dw2 in 1924, in whicl
aize il will not be necessinry to lev:
the Owner's portlon for 1924."

A letter of the 27th. March, 1924
from. the Town Clerk to the Auditors
and, above referred dto, advises th
Audilors that the Finance Commille
L meoting held on Lhe 10Lh, Mgl
hivd unnnlmously ngreed Lo npply Lhe
money cobleeled In 1923 on the Ixe
benlure pnymenls coming due h
1924 bul “had «declded to collect Lhe
Owner's frontage tax in 1924 to be
applied on the Debenture payments
falling due In 1925, and so on unti
the finnl twentleth payment by the

nronertv  owners has heen made’



