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':'l1c Rev. P. H. Neville of CcnlrC'loll
]1:1.'< in III~ po~c.('s:;jnn n 1':11"('volUllle of
""'1)(' \'h'!;':(''yJlI1 ~~t 11l1"I1I; 01', MpI11llirs

of A:lron 1['IY111'~ 11:11'([", wl'lll.-'l1 ll'y

" Joseph Ilo1dirh A.!\I. and puh1i!'ihed
in New Yorle in 18'1L Mr. Neville

" hnc; Idndly allowed tile wriler to ex-
, Hlnlne this hook nnd lo cxll'lu:t frolll
:. it the folloy;ing notes:
: Aaron Hurd was horn in Benning-
, ton CoQnty, Vermont, in 181il. In

1822 his fn the I' movC'cl to F'redcriclcs-
burg-. nnd nfter fI .!'tay of two yenrs
moved agfl.in to the Town~hlp of

. Rench to hew hll1l~elf u new home
I in the forest. Mr. Hunl's propei'ty
.' waR in a territory occupied by the
,Chlppewu IndlaTlS nnd young Afl.ron

. gI'2W much Interested In (\ nclghhour-
: ing' tribe, who in 1827 were converted
. to Christianity through the ministra-
tions of the MeUlOc1ist Church. About

~the same time Aaron himself experi-
/ eneed eonv'2rsion and although only
'~flfteen years old w,as employed as a.
.missionary teacher at the Methodist
.:Missions to lhe Scugog and Mud
:Lnlce Indinn~.! In 18RO hp. wn~ p.lllplo.\'f'!l ill I~ac'h-
ing the Illdlllll~1 1I1.IUcp. LallI'. A.'l lJl~

'blogTIl phe!' Rtnt('~: .... JI n.viIlg gmt(·
:nlllong- thC'Rc 1II11.a1lH'd \1l'o(lll' \1111'('1y
'to do them good, he III1Illl'c1l11tl'ly heL

:gan to conciliate their frll'!Il(~;hlfl lllle!
'confidence. lIe hunted alld fished
!with them; like them he slept upon
;the ground in a ,blanleet, nnd partook
:of th~ir ,fare, - - - - wh(,11 he left

. ,them, it is SJld, he WITS more familllll'
::with Chippe\vay than with English."

The following extracts Hre from a
'letter written at "n.ice Lalee, Feb. Hi,
h831." They reflect th,e difficulties
:of- travel in these early days:

"Deal' Father:--Through the mer-
cies of God I ,arrived here on Satur-
:day eV'~ning. I was disappointed in
'getting down In the the stage, it be-
'Ing so fum. But I llflppened to find a
man going' right down to Cobourg: he
;took me in and curried me as far as
:Shaw's tavern. He there had some
friends to vIsit, and said he would

' .. _. -~_1 •• ""rl t.nl(e

lcs~ 1-:'::';::':::'.'l.;:::!y, forgr-t t:> Cllr::~ uuo to
sill;' 1JlfJI-rfa vourj~c d;tti~s, auJ 1001\-
I'd ,m cneh other Wl1:11the fllgliifi(::1Il1
g'!.!. 1,,(., \;;11<.:;., more 1.1I0Il11 11I1y1.1I1Tlf;
e1~;( nmltes the In.nd~ll\Ic!l'f:l 11':1J 1'1. to
qua '1." ,H2weve:" the Btonn abaled
and after stopping at King!'ton he
di~:(nbarked at Prm'lcol.tancl procm'-
cd; r]runl~en Irishman /lnll n. Vrcndl-
mar to convey lJim ovcr the rl vel' in-
to t le stnte af New York,

.A,.t~r u brief term in Potsdam Ite
retl1 'ned tc Canada, taught school for
It w:nt.et' at. WhItby lI!lel OllCC' 'llO!'e --- ..-.------
wel1t bade to I.hc Unll.ed Sln.tp.~ wlwl'f'
he entered lhe Oneida Conf('l'c'nc('
Seminary at Ca7.ellovla, New YOI'lL
Later he look further training nl 'an
In~t Itlltlon In l\I1ddlel.ow 11, COlllll'Ctl- '1'\-\'o hoy~ fl'o
cut. Ne\'er \'lgOI'Ollfl In 1le:tltlt Iw School had It eI
was taken III at Middletown and di'ed aftcrnoon. Th,e
In October. 1836, aged 23 years. on the Ice in thE

Apart from the few scattered I'ef- Art School whe
erellces to his experiences in lhe away carrying c
Newcastle District a cehtul'y ago, 110 the river. The
part of the "Memoirs" is more inler-~lI1other floe and
('~ting than Mr. Hurd's "Reporl all the pail' cndin,
the Indian Mi~1:'ions in Canada". III C.N.H .. vi:u]ud.
Ihis l'('!(lOl't he sleel.che~ f!'Ol!I IR2:~ Oil Dodgr:r Lcwi:'l I
t hC'I'(,!'111Ilof I.hp. lahotll'fl of thl' Ml'f.h, .'1hol';·. ,Port JIo
odi!'1t 11IIs~lollal'l!:~ IlI!lOIlg- till' MO.(
ltnwlcH of I.hl' Hay of qllint(· IInel
(:l'lInd Itlvl'I', tlte Mls!II.'1Sal1g-II~'. I.IIl'
nl'!IIIWltl"P.~ IIlld ChIPI'C'WII!1 of 1\11111-
ceyville and I.he lrlhc!-l al. POl'l Crr~dll.,
Belleville, Grape Island, SI~101ee Is-
land Lal(e Simcoc, Kingstoil, LaIee
Scugog, Mud Lalce and Rlcc La!ee, re-
gnnling the Intl'er place he writes:
It was In this year (IR27) that lhe
mission was eslnbilshed atrtlee Lalce
under the care of M!.s~ Barn~. now
t-Jrs. Case, anrl Mr. Biggar, a very
pious youllg 1I1.111.-····The Hice 'Lake
!l1:ission Is 1100\-', 'and ever has been,
one of the most promising. Among
the others who have laboured there,
perhaps none ha.ve been more useful
tban James Evans. Bolh he and Mrs.
Evans nre pecullar'!y filled for the
llJIs~lonfl.ry field. - - - - !l.ltho,ugh Mr,
Evans' health was very feeble, yef. he
had a resolution of mind which 1.
ne\'er' sa\-v cquullNI. No danger could
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gal'lling the Jll.ll'er place he writes:
It was In this year (lR27) that the
mission was established I1.tH.lce Laln~
under the care of M!,Ss Barns, now
lVII's. Cnse, Hnd Mr. Big-gal', n, very
pious young m Hl.-····The Rice Lal{e
Mission Is no\v, 'and evcr has been,
one of the most promising. Among
the others who have laboured there,
perhaps none have been more useful
than James EVll.ns. Both he and Mrs.
Evans arc pecnllal'1y filled for the
missionary field. - - - - A Itho,ugh MI'.
Evans' health wn.<1very feeble, yet he
had a resolution of mind which I
never saw equalled. No cl:lIiger conld
daunt, no mlflfortllllC (lishe/ll'lcn
him." The letters of the Itcv. Jnllles
IDvnIHI wcre Illthllshed III In:l2 In till'
"f'apcr9 ltlld H.eeonls" of the OJ r.~.
In these lett.ers arc V'UiOtl9 reference9
to Cobourg where Mrs. l~valls made
her home for a lime whC'n her hus-
band \"ns labouring at ~nult ste Mrt-
I"I(~. While there IH' hpCHllIC the
c1o~e friend of John Dtlgald Camel'On,
a Chief F'ndor of t1w J IUII!·mn'~ Bay Tlw Laf,!, ,'a.IlIl':
Company, who !-lpent hlf! declining' Tllf~ l!l'flth to'
years In Grafton. P'l'iday eV'21ling,., -

MI'. Hurd's letters an(l ol.her wrlt- Mr. J:lme:t Free
Ings reflect 'a strong 11lid devoted c111z(~n of Coh,
personality. He had his convlctlon9. wa!'! 78 years ,0

and did not hesitate abollt stntlng the -gl'ealo~r part
them. nefcrrlng to a jOtll'llCY In death came as
New York State he writes: "'l'1;lngs! sonS and daugl
went on very pleasantly, only I hall I' sympathy of cl
to quarrel with a fellow (I don't S9.y Mr. Freeman'
gcnUcman) for smoking in the coach, 'him, passing 'r
and puffing his loathsome and nar-I yerrrs ago. He
cotic f\lmes In the face of ladies and fmnily of Rons
decent people" !Agnln he writl's:·--I ward, Petcrborc
"If there's a place on earth 'wherc i ford; John, Ch
the worm dies not, and Lhe fire 1'1 hOllrg; Mnl. 111
not qitenched', it is the Infemal dis- Mrs. Jacobson
tlJlery, where the splml vlOlm ooze!; Mr. Freemar
forth the liquid fire, day Hnd night, of Cohourg for
which has consumcd its HI ill ions of The funC!':ll
our .'lpecles", Here speak!'! the sriI'll aft(,l'noon, wi
tlta t. IHollllced "conde! ion of sin" I" I Michael's Ce!l1(
Lhe camp Il\ccllng, onl' of lhl' mosL _.
potent l'estrnlnlng :forces ill pioncel' IThl' La'l' !\Inl.
Rociety. If Pnhwahsayashkunk, us lOne of the a
the Indians called hllll, had Jivcd to re~~idenLs of CI '
conduct f\ll-Lhcr mls!·1!oll:lry l:1holll'S SOil, widow of
he would un(lollbl.l'dly hnvc made n ~HlII, P'I~;!1f~dn\
great man' for himself. vVc inclltdl'l ing fit. the hOI
hllll as a typlcnl rcpre:wllt.aLivl' of 11 T . .J. HOHldll,
class of IIIen who made It wol'lhy COil· tCllderly cared
LrllHllloll to the rellglolls lifl~ of UH' Mrs. !)onaldsol
district o\'el' It ('l'nLtlr.v IIgo. hip .':olT1e two

celved I.n'atllll----------------------------_. __ .__ ._._. __ ._--
Cobonrg Gencr

rein t.Ives 111Toronto dllrlng UH' pa9t tP.1' malting SOl

week. covery, f1!J.? WI

..• . , , . of hel' 'llejlIH>w
Mr. Kent Buchanan of Toronto Un- Mr. l1;nclMrs. A. C. 1 wlddy Of r rCI1- resided. For t

iversity spent t.he weekend at the I ton attended the funel'll of her uncle, hnd been s'2riol
home of his parents, Mr. rind Mrs. B. the late J. K Thomp!':on. I Before her
Buchanan. , leT """,, ••• ,,1· T~ II ,,,," nf MI', nllrl ,r"~"n ",..•." n

. ·them, it is SJid, he was more familinr
::with Chippcway than with English."

The following ext.racts nre from a
'letter wrItten at "nice Lalce, Feb. Hi,
11831." They reflcct the difficulties
:of- travel in these early days:

"Dear Father:--Through the mer-
cies of God I ,arrived here on Satur-
:day eV'~ning. I was disappointed in
'getting down In the the stage, it be-
'ing so fum. But I happened to find a
man going' right. .clown to Cohourg: he
itook me in and carried mc ItS far as
Shaw's tavern. He there had some
friends to vIsit, and said he would
'call In the morning early and talce

!; i ~ me .on; but I saw no more of him. I
-:;, , .then got an opportllnl ty wllh the l){lIld-
;:~(f) lord as far as Port· I-lope. Hnc J
,,', " w.a,s obliged to l-eave my trunk, not
:i~ ~ getting any chance to carry it. 1
;~ff have not heard from it, but expecl
f:~ •...•.•..it· came down in yesl.erdny'~ stage."
.i~ .1 in n. le!.ler wrillclldntlllg t.he follow-
il~i~i·,.......... lng April he snY9:·-·"[ thlnlc of 9tOP-
il~ _ '\ ,ping UIJ th,c enmp mecllng', whleh
!;~i ~ wlll prol)ll.lily be 111.11n.ldhl111nd F'om
~,~"'\ICorners, just below Cobourg, Qn the
;,~ 1,2t11. of Jllne. In a latel' letter
:,i! ~. written at Colborne, June 13, 1831,
:i:~ he . malceB another refer·~nce to t.he

••..•• camp meeting. At that time he was
.~ U on his way east to the Mohawk 1\1i8-
:~ .~ slon. In the following year he wa!!
'~....:. licensed to preach. The licence Is

. -qated Whitby, to which circuit he
. tH~i1.'belonged, June 30, '1832, and wal'
./ . .

signed "E. Ryerson, P. E."
Feeling the' necessity for further

education he decided to enter the Sl.
Lawrence Seminary at Potsdam, N.
Y. and In September, 1832, proceedcdto Cobourg to take the ,steamb03l
"The wind was so high", his biogrn-

. pher states, "and the lake so boister-
ous, that the boa t clare not come in
to the shore. Consequently the pas-
aeng'erR were obliged to trllst them-
Belv0.~1 in It HIl\:a1'1boat, H I1d row t \YO

or three miles to reach her. ''''hen
they got on board they found but lit-
tle comfort. The ,eell. ran high, the
pas!':engers \\'ere frightened, the child-
ren cried, the ladies shrlclced; men 11-
while the heaving nnci tossing of 1IH'
boat loosened sundry banels fl'olll
their f:lstenings, and sent. t1INH lllll1b-
ling and rUlIlbling auout the <1cclc III

promlscllollfl' COilflt!'lioll. - - - 1;::\'('11
the black firemen, gencrally so l'C'cl(-
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