| yin s

e A s

w2 e

e

i

SSmmRs T — e

TR B P AR e R I g

[ S
R B
b

PAGE SIX Coehov nG Lo 7 Mar 2, /? 35

- b Flan (07-2

=4

Grafton Historical Notes

(19) Py T.

R. M

i
LS VINTETIC SIS ST EAe A ~E

‘he Rev. P. H. Neville of Cenlreton
- has in his possession n rarve volume of

“PThe Wesleynn Sladent; or, Memoirs
" of Aarvon lliynes urd”, wrillen by
Joscph Holdich AL and published
in New York in 1841, Mr. Neville
“has kindly allowed the wriler to ex-
amine this book and Lo extract from
. it the following notes:

Aaron Hurd was born in Benning-
ton Cotinty, Vermont, in 1813. In
1822 his fathzr moved to Fredericles-
burg, and nfter a stay of two yenrs
moved again Lo Lhe Township of
Reach to hew himsell o new home
in the forest.  Mr. Hurd's property
!was in a territory occupied by the

Chippewn Indinns and young Anarvon
- gr2aw much interested in a neighbour-
"ing tribe, who in 1827 were converled
_to Christianity through the ministra-

tions of the Methodist Church. About
.the same time Aaron himself experi-
'eniced convarsion and although only
!fifteen years old was employed as n
‘missionary teacher at the Methodist
*Missions to the Scugog and Mud
‘Lake Indians.

In 1880 he wns employed in {2nch-
fung the Indinng al Rice Lnke. Aa his
‘bivgrapher  slales: - "Hnaving Tone
‘among these untamed people purely
‘to do them good, he Immedintely he-
.gan to concilinte Lthelr friendship and
:confidence. He hunted and fished
twith them; like them he slept upon
‘the ground in a blanket, and partoolk
:of theiv (fare, - - - - when he left
them, it is said, he was more [amilinr
‘with Chippeway than wilh English.”

The following exlracls are from a
letter written at “Rice Lake, Feb. 15,
1831  They reflect the difficulties
of travel in these early days:

“Dear Father:——Through the mer-
cles of God I arrived here on Satur-j
‘day ewzning. I was disappointed in
‘getting down in the the stage, it be-
ing so full. But I happened to find a
man going right down to Cobourg: he
took me in and carried me as far as
Shaw's tavern. He there had some
friends to visit, and said he would

= onslvw and
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les: and ha:dy, forast to curze and to
sin;© 1hele favourite ditties, and loolk-
ol v ench other with Lhe gignificant
plh we tenden, more  than  nnylhing
else  makes the Inndamen's hesrl Lo
qua’l” However, the slorm abated
and after stopping at Kingston he
dizc nharked at Prescolt and procur-
ed ¢ dArunlzen Irlshman nnd a I'rench-
mar to convey himm over the river in-
to tie Stnte of New Yorlk.

A”ter o brief term in Potsdam he
retu ‘ned te Canada, taught school for
n winter at Whilby nnd  once more
went baele to the United Stales where
he entered Lthe Onelda Conference
Seminary at Cazenovia, New Yorle,
Later he toole further training al an
institution in Middlelown, Connecli-
cut. Never vigoroua In health he
was taken ill at Middletown and died
in October, 1836, aged 23 years.

Apart from the few scattered ref-
erences Lo his experiences in Lhe
Newcastle District a cehtury ago, no
part of the “Memoirs" is more inler-
esting than Mr. ITurd's “Reporl on
Lthe Indian Misszions in Canada'., In
Lhis report he skelches from 1823 on
Ihe resull of the Inbours of Lhe Melh-

odist  migsionaries among Lhe Mo
hnwlks of the Bay of Quinte and
CGrand  River, the Milsalssnugng, Lhe
Delnwares and Chippewna  of Mun-

ceyville and Lhe Lribes nl Porl Credit,
Belleville, Grape Island, Smoke Is-
land Lake Simcoe, Kingston, Lake
Scugog, Mud Lake and Rice Lake, re-
garding the latter place he writes:
It wnas in this year (1827) that Lhe
mission was established alRice Lake
under the care of Miss Darns, now
Mrs. Case, and Mr. Biggar, a very
pious young man.--The Rice - Lake
Mission Is now, and ever has been,
one of the most promising. Among
the others who have laboured there,
perhaps none have been more useful
than James Evans. Bolh he and Mrs.
Evans are peculinrly fitled for the
missionnry fleld. - - - - Although Mr.
Evans' health was very feeble, yel he
had a resolution of mind which I
never saw equalled. No danger could
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‘them, it is said, he was more [amilinr
‘with Chippeway than with English."

The following exlracls are from a
letter written at “Rice Lake, Feb. 15,
}1831."  They reflect the difficultics
of travel in these early days:

“Dear Father:—-Through the mer-
cles of God I arrived here on Satur-
‘day ewvening. I was disappointed in
getting down in the the stage, it be-
ing so full. But I happened te find a
man going right down to Cobourg: he
toolk me in and carried me as far as
Shaw's tavern. He there had some
friends to visit, and said he would
‘call in the morning early and take

“r,. me on; but I saw no more of him. I
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then got an opportunity with the land-
lord as far as Port FHope. Here 1
wasg obliged Lo leave my trunk, nol
getting any chance to carry it. 1
have not heard from it, but expecl
it came down in yeslerday's stage.”
In n letler wrillen during Lhe follow-
ing April he says: - Lhink of slop-
ping till the camp meeting, which
will probably be al Iialdimand Four
Corners, just below Cobourg, on the
12th. of June. In a later letter
Wwritten at Colborne, June 13, 1831,
he makes another refersnce to Lhe
camp meeting. At that time he was
on his way east to Lhe Mohawlt Mis-

In the following year he was
ljcensed to preach. The licence is
circuit he

‘(‘1?!:9(1 Whitby, to which
then belonged, June 30, 1832, and was

~ signed "E. Ryerson, P, E.”

Feeling the necessity for furthe:
education he decided to enter the St
Lawrence Seminary at Potsdam, N.
Y. and in September, 1832, proceeded
to Cobourg to take the steamboal
“The wind was so high”, his biogra-

- pher states, “and the lake so boister-
ous, that the boat dare not come in
to the shore. Consequently the pas-
sengers were obliged to trust them-
selves in a small bont, nnd row two
or three miles to reach her. When
they got on board they found but lit-
tle comfort. The sea ran high, the
passengers were frightened, the child-
ren cried, the ladies shricleed:; menn-
while the heaving nnd tossing of the
boat loosencd sundry Dbarvrels from
their fastenings, and sent them Lumb-
Jing and rumbling about the deck In
promiscuous’ confusion. - - - Bven
the black firemen, generally so reck-

gavding the lalter place he writes:
It was in this year (1827) that Lhe
mission was established alRice Lalke

under the care of Miss DBarns, now
Mrs. Case, and Mr. Biggar, a very
pious young main.-—The Rice ' Lake

Mission is now, Aand ever has been,
one of the most promising. Among
the others who have laboured there,
perhaps none have been more useful
than James Evans. Bolh he and Mrs.
Bvans are pecullarly fitled for the
missionary fleld. - - - - Although Mr.
Evans' health was very feeble, yel he
had a resolution of mind which 1
never saw equalled. No danger could
daunt, no misfortune dishenrten
him.”  The lelters of the Rev. James
Bvans were published In 1932 in Lhe
“Papers nnd Records” of the O.1.S,
In these letlers are varions references
to Cobourg where Mrs. IEvans made
her home for a lime when her hus-
band was Iabouring al Sault Ste Ma-
rie. While there he  became Lhe
close friend of John Dugald Cameron,
n Chief Faclor of the Iwlson's Bay
Company, who spenl  hig declining
years in Graflon.

Mr. Hurd's letters and otheor writ-
ings reflect a strong and devoted
personality. He had his convictions
and did not hesitate abhout
them. Referring  to a journey in
New York State he writes: ““I'hings
went on very pleasantly, only I had
to quarrel with a fellow (I don't say

gentleman) for smoking in the coach,’

and puffing his loathsome and nar-
cotic fumes In the face of ladies and
decent people"! Again he wriles:.—
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“If there's a place on earlth ‘where|ford; John, Ch

the worm dies not, and Lhe fire Iy
not quenched’, it is the infernal dis-
tillery, where the spiral worm oozes
forth the liquid fire, day and night,
which has consumed ils milliong of
our species”. [Ilere speaks the spiril
that produced “conviclion of sin® in
Lthe camp meeling, one of the most
polent restraining forces in pionecr
society. If Pahwahsayashkunk, as
the Indiansg called him, had lived (o
conduct further lssionary labonrs
he would undoubledly hnve made a
great man for himsclf.
him as a typieal representalive of a
class of men who made n worlhy con-
Lribution to the religious life of Lhe
district over n century npo,

Warkworth

Mr. Kent Buchanan of Toronto Un-
iversity spent the weekend at the
home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs, B.

relalives in Toronto during the past
weel.

Mr. and Mrs. A, C. Twiddy of Tren-
ton attended the funeril of her uncle,
the Iate J. . Thompson.

Buchanan.

T AT AMamel A aon of Mr. and

We im-lmlv|

hourg; Mrs, Bl
Mrs. Jacobson
Mr. Freemar
of Cohourg for
The funeral
afternoon, = wi
Michael's Cemue
The Late DMrs.
One of the o
residents of C
gon, widow of
qon, passed
ing nL the hom
7. J. Hoskin,
tenderly eare
Mrs. Donaldsor
hip some twn
celved Lrealime
Cobourg Gener
ter making sm
covery, she wi
of her ‘nephew
reslded. For t
had been szrio:

Before her

T mrviin AMra Iy



