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Grafton Historical Notes

(13) By T.

R. M.

Last weel's “Notes” reminded Lhe
reader of the stirring times preceding
the election of June 1836 and the Re-
belllon of 1837. Ienry Rullan, one
of the nominees at the Grafton meet-
ing was the successful candidate for
Northumberland and subsequently
became spealker of the House. The
Cobourg “Wonid” of Sept. 2, 1803
has an account of a campalgn
“dodger” wused during thls election,
contalning a speech made by Mr.
Ruttan in uncompromising defence
of the Anglican attitude toward the
thorny Clergy Reserve question. A
proposal had been advanced that the
Church of Scotland should have a
share of the Reserves, but Mr. Rut-
tan was of the opinion that such n
measure woutld, if acted upon “be at-
tended with the most diabolical re-
sultg ! ! ! (Cries of hear, hear,
hear!) He, (Mr. Ruttan) would join
in no address of this kind requesting
His Majesty, King William IV to tale
away the rights of his svf-\ject.s of the
Estahlished Church!”

Throughout his long life Mr. Rut-
tan was in close touch with milltary
affairs. He served with the Nor-
thumberland Militin during the War
of 1812, being wounded at the haltle
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of Lundy’'s Lane. In 1824, as an ex-
tant manuscript Regimentnl Order
proves, he commanded the first reg-
iment of Northumberland Militin.

The Order is addressed aff Haldimand

on Oct. 8th., 1824, At that thnme
Mr. Ruttan lived in Haldimand,
having opened a store here after the
war. In 1837 he was connected with
the third regiment of the Militia. In

a letter or order, issued from the
Regimental headquarters at Col-
borne, and printed in the Cobourg

Star of Dec, 1837, he uttered a warn-
ing to all malcontents. “It ecannot
be ‘" denied—that there are those
amongst us some of whom may even
belong to the Reginient, who are
suspected of disaffection to the
government. .. ‘They are known nnd
marked."”

who have (hreatened to invade our
peaceful shores.”  “Vehement and
prolonged cheering” greeted him at
Lhe conclusion of hls sapeech.

A crisis even more falteful (or Can-
ada’'s future than the Rebelllon itself
toolt plnce in 1849 when the Baldwin
—Lafoninine ministry Introduced a
bill to Indemnify the French Cnana-
dlang for the losses which they had
suffered during the Rebelllon. There
wns no denying the justice of the act
as any impartial Canndinn history
text book will show. But to the
ultra-loynl of Cananda West, such an
cnactment wns gnll and wormwood
and scemed to put a premlum on dis-
loyalty, for In thelr eyes the French-
Canadians were not a loyal race.
Again the Unlon Jack was waved on
high through the Newcnastle District
and petitions poured in to Lord Elgin
from Peterboro, Port Hope, Cobourg,
Grafton and other centres requesting
the Governor-General to refuse hls
assent to the bill. The “Cobourg
Star” of Feb. 28, 1849 has Lhls ac-
count,

“Make Way for Grafton”

“Scarce had we chronieled the
brilllant result of the Cobourg meet-
ing when we were called upon to re-
port for the Graftonlais. We accord-,
Ingly proceeded thither on Saturday
Insl, to altend n Townghip meeting
convened by James G. Rogers, Bsq.,
at the call of severnl respectable.
Frecholders. Ahoul 2 o'clock the
meecting took place at Arkland's
Hotel. We should say there were
about 200 present, among whom we
recognized many old familiar faces
of the first scttlers, those hardy
ploneers before whose stalwart arms
and sharp axes the forest has been
swept away."

Severnl molions were bhrought for-
ward, including the following:

“Moved by Mr. Bwing, seconded by
Ephraim Doollttle, a patrlarel and n
Reformer:---Redolved (hat this meet-
Ing had hitherto cherlshed an ardent
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on Oct. 8th., 1824,
Mr. Ruttan idived In Haldimand,
having opened a store here after the
war. In 1837 he was connected with
the third regiment of the Militia. In
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Regimental headquarters at Col-
borne, and printed in the Cobourg
Star of Dec. 1837, he uttered a warn-
ing to all malcontents. “It cannot
be ' denled—that there are those
amongst us some of whom may even
belong to the Regiment, who arc
suspected of disaffection to the
government. .. .They are known and
marked."

During the troubled month of Dec-
ember 1837 Haldimand remained
overwhelmingly loyal. Captain Jas.
Rogers commanded a local troop of
volunteer cavalry. A note in the
“Star" of Jan. 3, 1838 states:—'“The
discomfiture of the radicals of Hald-
imand at the township meetling on
Monday last was gratifying to every
loyal subject. That the ‘School-
master’ of loyalty is now abroad
cannot be questioned. The rebels dare
not show themselves while loyalists
are at their post. Jdames G. Rogers,
Esq. was unanimously elected Town-
ship Clerk, and R. Hare, II. Barnum

tand N. Noble, Esquires were elected

Township Cemmissioners. So much
for Haldimand, and more can yet be
done.”

Agaln on Jan. 17, 1838 Lhe “Star”
has an account of a loyal meeting
held at Arkland's Tavern, Grafton.
“The large room at Arklands not be-
ing capacious. enough to contain a
fifth part of those present, they ad-
journed to the open space in front
of the Tavern where they were ad-
dressed from the steps of the plazzn.”
Hearty cheers iwere glven for the
Queen, Sir Francis Bond Head, the
Haldimand Volunteers and Northum-

berland Militin and for “Coaptain
MnceDonald and Uha  pallnnl  Lroops
now serving on the Ningarn." As

at the meeting mentioned in Iast
weelk's “Notes"”, George Manners wns
agnin appointed chairman and Don-
ald McTavish, Secretary, Manners
who had lived in the United States
from 1817 to 1836 made an “animat-
ing energetic and truly eloquent
speech” in which he tried to allay
anti-American feeling aroused during
the Rebellion—"Let me conjure you
not to identify the whole population
of the United States with Lhoge .

At that tme:'prrecnvwaess.

e

meeting took place at Arkland's
Hotel. We should say there were
about 200 pregent, among whom we
recognized many old famliliar faces
of the first scttlers, those hardy
ploneers before whose stalwart arms
and sharp axes the forest has been
swept away.”

Severnl molions were brought for-
ward, including the following:

“Moved by Mr. Bwing, seconded by
Ephraim Doollttle, a patriarch and a
Reformer:— Resolved Lhat this meet-
ing had hitherto cherished an ardent
expectation that the occurrences

which characterized the years 1837-
38, were to have bheen buried in
oblivion, and they therefore regard
with astonishment and regret Lhe
measure now proposed by the present
ministry for the payment of Rebellion
losses in Lower Cnanada, consequent
on the troubles at that time.

Moved by Hamiet Vernon, seccond-
ed by Mr. Wilgon:-—That the Loyal
inhabitants of Lower Canada who
have sustained losses during the Re-
belllon are entitled lo compensation
but that Lower Canada, not having
been called upon te pay any of the
Rebellion losses of Upper Canada, it

would be the grossest injustice to the,

people of this part of the Province
to compel them to pay any portion of
the Rebellion losses of Lower Can-
ada.”” Messrs. Rogers, Vernon, New-
man and Grover were appointed to
drafl a pelition to His ExXcellency
Lord Elgin to withhold his assent to
any blll having for ils object the
payment of any losses sustained dur-
ing the rebelllon, out of the Con-
aolldated Revenue.

These problems, which exerclaed
the men of three generntlons ago so
strongly, seem very far removed
from us todny. Haldimnnd, ke Ox-
ford, aecema Uo hnve been the home of
losl ennsen, The  Clerpy Reserve
question was seltled without “diabol-
feal results.” French-Canadinng are
now regarded ns good cltizens. The
party opposing Lhe government fis
now no longer dubbed “disloyal” but
on the contrary it is "His Majesty's
loyal Opposition”. Modern political
questions demand as much acuteness
as Llhose of the Forties, nnd present
dny citizens might do well to emulate
the enthusinsm while striving to
avoid the restricted outloolk of thelr

. .|ancestors.

Ministers and Churches

Trinity United Church of Canndn

Rev, J. B. Rhodes, M.A.,, Minlster
Mr. Alfred Mortimer, Organist

11.00 a.m.-——Morning Worship.

2.00 p.m, — Young People's Bible
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