- From time to nme my parents
“travelled by train to Toronto to
/ visit relatives.. May earliest - .

_memory of the train ride was <
looking out the coach window -

_and watching the telegraph poles,-
the fences and landscape flying
"by my line of vision. This -
puzzled my young mind and I did
- not understand what was taking -
? place. Then all of a sudden, the
“steam locomotive would lay.

“down a smoke screen that com-

“pletely blocked out all scenery. - . |

* As 1 grew older, these mysteries
gradually were understood. Per-
“haps all very young observers go
- through such an experience.
.. From our King Street home, a
“walk up George Street brought
. uss 10 the Grand Trunk Railway .
" Station. This was before the Ca-
-nadian Northemn and the C.PR:
came 1o Cobourg. @At that time, .
George Street sported a level
crossing over the tracks and yu:
street continued to thé north. =
- The wooden bmldmg that served
as a station, baggagc TOOM, re-
" staurant, etc. was adjacent to and
west of George Street. The -
-mainline tracks came lhrough on .
the north side of the building and
-another track siding was on the
south side. It served the freight
sheds and office located midway '
between George and Division
,Streets in much the same posi-.
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- tion as the presem bnck station.

{.+. All trains stopped at Cobourg
* at that time. ‘When passenger: -

. trains arrived, there was much !
huslle and bustle going on unul
the train departed. - The baggage '
man would be busy unloading -

_onto his wagon, then load up the
“baggage destined for other places.
- The express man would be most. -
_active with his parcels. The mail
man had his mail bags to unload |
and re-load. The engine fireman ¥
- would be back on the tender of ‘5
the engine filling the tank with

water form a la:ge—s:zc. overhead
- spout. The train passengers

-would rush to the station restau- -
rant for a quick snack. Itall made ;

. for a busy stop.: "

_ The steam locomotives ofihal
time were not as powerful as the”
“larger, later models of the 1920s.
"Once the train was ready 10 leave
the station, with all passengers

" on board, the engine driver would

have 10 put the train into reverse,
then a quick pull ahead creating a

< jar or bump in making a start. |

Later, more powcrful locomotives
* would pull the train away without
" this reveres and bump. :

En route to Toronto, the t.ram-.
stopped at nearly every station,
The unloading and loading routine
" would be repeated. These station

delays made for a longer time re-

osi--. | quired for the train 10 reach jis . ;

; destmauon We ask you to com-
“pare this old routine withthe .~ . |
| time present day passenger trains
- require for the journey. Now,

fewer stops are made and we en-

1 Joy a faster train service.

-~ When 1 was quite young, lhc
Toronto Union Station was at -
Yonge and Front Streets. After
arrival, on gaining the street, a
street car was our next conveyace -

~for the rest of our journey. Vari- -
-ous street car routes brought cars -

to-Union Station. Again, I could
not understand why we had to
wait until a certain street car came
along. Ialways wanted 1o get on
lhe firstcar, 0 4

- Al that time, street cars were:
much shorter than later models.
Out front of the car and closeto
the rails, a large protruding grat-
ing was installed as a safety =~ @

“catcher in case someone got in

the way. The seats were of the. - -
wicker type. The conductor came

around carrying a small reclangu-

lar recepticle with a slot at the ~

“top, into which one deposited a -

ticket or a five cent piece. When
the car was in motion, the move- _
ment also produced a form of -
rocking-horse effect, due 10 the
shorter span of front and rear © -

-wheels. For a young lad, riding

On a street car was somct.hing
else.

Recently. the writer had aride. ..

on the commuter GO train into

.| :ago,ona .

“Toronto. .To do this I first d:ove

to Oshawa, parked the car in the'

‘Go bus parking lot, purchased a
ticket and rode on the GO busto -
the Whitby train terminal. There
I transferred 10 a waiting Go train:

Those Go train double-deck coach-

es, with diamond-shaped ends are

“very comfortable to ride in..One 3

hadmechomeofasealon the

_lower deck, or in one of the - i
~smaller compartments at the

ends located half-way up,_
to the top deck,or -+ .4
on the top deck it- .
self. The cars

visit to Eng-+
land, we

days, actual-
1y nights, at .
Billericay,
-some 30

lra\relhng into lhe
city,weusedthe ~ - -.
commuter trains that are -
powered by electric locomo-
tives. Each car is divided into
several compartments. - There is
‘no central aisle throught the -
coach. Each compartment had its

-own doars.. Two long seals occu-,
Py the full width of the coach and

passengcrs crowd into theSc com- 4
partments, sit, and face each oth-

ers seat. On arrival at the London . |

in no time and droves of passen-
gers sweep down the wide plat-

‘form to suddenly disappear into
‘the maw of thc undergronnd sys-

tem. 5 3 ale

~In Toronto, the coachcs cmply'-lf 7
less quickly from wide doorsat .

each end of the GO coach, file

*" the concoursc arca
below, then move

or to the sub-

tunnels that

mind. Weliveina
=~ -world of change, con-
: stant change, and one must *

~ swing with the changes. 1am -

looking forward 1o the next dec-
ade! Who knows, we may even

..gel back 1o that good old time re-
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station, the whole train empties =~ % -

“down several places to _5;'

on o the street,

way, or to the

rather boggles the .
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