
INITIAL ORGANIZATION
of the

COBOURG FIRE DEPART~~NT
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The year 18Jl in Cobourg got off to a good start with the publication.
of the first issue of the COBOURG STAR on Januayy 11th. That Grand
Old Lady, now resident on the Factory Hill,has be9n going strong
ever since its initial start in do~n-torln Cobourg.

In the year 18JlJCobourgfs built-up area was mostly between
Division Street on the east and Spring-Hibernia Streets on the west
with a little spread east and west along King Street. The Cobourg

- ::TOINi •.Harbour Company, a/lstock company organlzed and flnanced by a few local
residents; had made a start in the building of the Cobourg Harbour in
1829, and by 18Jl two piers were advancing into the lake. Small
boats were already using th~ wharf for loading and unloading merchandise
and products of the farm and forest. In 18Jl the local beach was used
as a temporary camping ground for incoming settlers:

The young vill~ge was gro~ing; only a few short years earlier
the village had very fe~ buildings. New arrival merchants were setting
up business. The Methodists had selected Cobourg for the Upper Canada
academy, lateY VictoYia College, and construction of facilities had
started. The Northu8cerland Agricultural Society held a larg~ cattle
show and ploughing matsh in Cobourg. The Northu~berland Militia
held their day of training and encampment in early June. The Canada
Company agents were active in Cobourg, directing settlers to lands in
the country. The spirit of the day was buoyant and optimistic. That
was Cobourg in the year 18Jl.

Cobourg as a village was part and parcel of Hamilton Towns~ip
and came under the direction of the Annual Town Meeting, at which the
freeholders and householders appointed the Clerk, Assessor, Collector,
Pound Keeper~and the Road Gverseers or Pathmasters. The Town Meeting
had only minor power and the real power for local government was vest8d
in the District Hagistrates, appointees of the Central Government ".•ho,
meeting in Quarter Sessions,had the final say in local government.



Previous to the year l8Jl, we have no record of fires that may have
occurred in the small Village of Cobourg. With the establishment of
the COBOURG STAR newspaper in January of 1831, the listing of destDJct-
ive fires in Cobourg begins.

The Editor of the newspaper, Mr. R.D.CHATTERTON, realizing the
extreme danger of fire, especially in wooden buildings, and taking note
of the formation of a fire department in the Town of York, in an editor--
ial comment, suggested that Cobourg organize a fire department. This
idea was published on August 2J, 1831.

No action was taken by the inhabitants of Cobourg!
A few months later the Village had a severe fire. A two storey

Hotel, located at the north-west corner of King and Division Streets,
and erected about the year 1817, took fire at the north end of the building,
with a north-east wind blowing. The story of its destruction follows
later, and the fire also consumed a second hotel adjacent on King Street.
One man nearly lost his life in the blaze. Others lost heavily. With
great effort on the part of village inha.bitants, the flames were finally
subdued.

Immediately the inhabitants called a meeting. A committee was
formed, and the District Magistrates were petitioned to officially set
up rules and regulations for fire protection and organize fire wardens.

Through the courtesy of the Archives of Ontario, we record the
details of the petition and the list of rules to be applied to the Villages
of Cobourg and Amherst.

TO their Worships the Magistrates of the District of Newcastle
in Quarter Sessions assembled.

The Petition of the Inhabitants of the Village of Cobourg
Humbly Sheweth

That the want of efficient Regulations in Cases of fire
renders the property of your Petitioners liable to severe losses.

That your Petitioners at a public meeting held for the
purpose of concerting measures for the preservation of property from
fire have determined that the adoption of the rules and regulations
annexed to the Petition would be very beneficial in the object your
Petitioners have in view. That by a Provincial Act of Parliament passed
in the 32d year of the reign of his late Majesty, King George the third,
The Magistrates in each District in Quarter Sessions Assembled are
authorized to make such orders and regulations for the prevention of
accidental fires as to them shall seem meet.

Your Petitioners therefore pray that your Worships will
be pleased to Confirm the rules and regulations which they subnit for
your consideration.



The Petition of the Inhabitants of Cobourg to the Quarter Sessions.
Filed the 13th of January, 1832.

T.WARD, Clerk of the Peace.

RULES & REGULATIONS made by the Magistrates of the Newcastle District
in general Quarter Sessions Assembled for Cobourg and Amherst Fire Company
January II, 1832.

ARTICLE Ist.-- Four Fire Wardens shall be chosen annually by a majority
of the i'nhabitanthouseholders on the first Tuesday in~he month of
January in each and every year, at a meeting to be held in the Village of
Cobourg, which meeting shall be convened by the Committee of the Fire
Company, who are to give three days public notice thereof. The duty of
said Fire Wardens shall be to inspect stove pipes, ovens, fire places Etc.,
and to order such removals or alterations as safety may render necessary.

C2nd. - The Fire Wardens or any two of them are to attend and make inspe;-
ion on application to that effect, made by two of the householders.

3d. The Fire Wardens are to make a quarterly inspection of Stove pipes,
etc., Viz: .on the first Tuesday in January, April, July, and October
in each and every year. A general inspection is to take place forthwith.

4th. - Any person refusing to comply with any order, for removal or
alteration, shall, upon complaint made upon Oath by any two of the Fire
Wardens, before anyone of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace, be fined
in a penalty not exceeding the sum of Ten Shillings of Provincial Cfurrency,
for every offence, and the continuance of any such nuisance shall be
deemed a separate offence.

5th.
goods

- The fines to be collected by warrent and sale of the offender 's
in the same way that taxes are now collected.

6th. The occupant of every Mill, Store, or Merchant Shop, and each
two-story house, shall furnish two good leather fire buckets, each to con-
tain not less than three gallons; the occupants of all other houses,
store-houses, distilleries, potasheries, breweries, Mechanies Shops,
Printing and other offices, one each.

8th. Any person required by these regulations to furnish ladders and
buckets and not complying within three months after public notice given
thereof by the Fire Wardens, shall upon complaint made upon Oath by any
two of the Fire Wardens, before anyone of His Majesty's Justice of the
Peace, be fined in a penalty not exceeding the sum of Ten Shillings for
each Bucket, and Five Shillings for each ladder, to be collected in the
same manner as directed in Rule 5. But the Magistrate before whom the



information is made, shall in his discretion exempt from either of the
above named penalties any person who shall make it appear to the satis-
faction of the Magistrate that he is unable through poverty to comply
with the conditions of this rule.

9th. - That Messers. Church and Conger and any other two persons who
may be named by the Committee shall act as Fire Wardens for the present
year.

. '., .10th. The Flre ardens are to act as Treasurers, recelve all subsc-
riptions connected with the object of these regulations, and lay an
annual statement of the funds they may receive, before a Committee of five
persons who are to be designated the COBOURG and AMHERST VILLAGES FIRE
COMPANY, who are to have the disposition of said funds.

11th. That the Committee for the present year shall consist of
EBENEZER PERRY; JAMES GRAY BETHUNE; BENJN~IN THROOP; ROBERT HENRY and
JAS. RADCLIFFE, Esquires, and that the Committee shall in each and every
subsequent year be chosen in the same manner and form as directed for
the election of Fire wardens. The Committee and Fire "ardens shall have
full power and authority at all fires to order any person present to
assist. And any person so ordered and refusing, or neglecting to obey,
shall be fined not exceeding the sum of ten shillings, upon information
upon oath, made before anyone of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace, by
anyone of the said Committee or Fire Wardens.

12th. - That the limits of the Fire Company shall extend from and
including the Honorable Zaccheus Burnham's dwelling house, to Elsworth's
Bridge below Cobourg, and also includes half a mile on each side of the
main road.

l)th. - That each Fire Warden and Members of the Committee shall at all
fires, wear a white badge tied around the left arm above the elbow.

14th No single building to have more than two Buckets and one ladder
unless occupied by two or more families.

15th. - A person to be appointed to sweep chimneys and clean stove pipes
which shall be performed at each house onee in six weeks Committee
to fix the price to be paid by the occupants.

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE COBOURG AND AMHERST FIRE COMPANY.
Filed January I), 18)2. T.WARD, Clerk of the Peace.

W. FALKNER, Chairman.

With the above regulations becoming active the villages of Cobourg and
Amherst became what is known as Polic~ Villages , whereby the inhabitants
must conform to rules set up by some legal authority, in this case the
District Magistrates meeting in Quarter Session. This authority continued
until July 1st. 18)7, when the new By-Laws of the Incorporated Town of
Cobourg came into forc~. The powers of administration were then transfer-

~ed from the District Magistrates to the elected Board of Police and
the Fire Companies came under the town administration.



FIRE.-- On sunday afternoon, about four o'clock, an alarming fire was discovered
on the premi ses of MR. GEORGE HART , of this village, which burnt with such
fury that in a few minutes, in spite of the most spirited exertions of the
ndighbours to save it, the entire building was reduced to ashes. It was chiefly
composed of dry cedar logs, the hea~from which was so intense and the progress
of the flames so rapid, that but little of the furniture could be preserved.--
The loss to Mr. Heart, including upwards sixty dollars in cash, must at least
amount to a hundred and fifty pounds. we cannot express in too strong language
the praisworthy liberality that has been evidenced by the inhabitants of our
village upon this occasion. A subscription already amounting to upwards of
Seventy Pounds has been raised, and we have no doubt the entire loss of Mr,
Hart will be made up to him.

TO THE PEOPLE OF COBOURG. (FIRE COMPANY SUGGESTED FOR COBOURG)
A meeting has been called in York and resolutions adopted for the

immediate formation of a FIRE COMPANY, and the better security of property
against fire in that town. This was called forth by a late accident of the
kind at the Steam-Boat Hotel, when, but for a providential and unusual supply
of water, together with the remarkable calmness of the night in all
probability the town would have been minus some dozen or two of its best
establishments. Now we respectfully submit for your cO!lsideration the
wisdom of profiting by the exxperience of others, in preference to incurring
the_risk and inconvenience of your own.

____ The Cobourg Star, August 2], 18]1.

ALARM ?F FIRE. SatIilrdayevening last, about six 0' clock, our village
was agaln aroused by the appaling cry of"fire" ,which on enquir!1 was found
to proceed from the premises of Messers O. &J.O.Strong, inn-keepers. It seems
one of the stove pipes of the establishment, had been incautiously conducted,
in its passage through the upper floor, rather too near the boards, and the
consequence was they took fire, which then communicated itself to the
wainscotting ,and also a bed standing near. The flames from this latter
occasioned its discovery, or in a few minutes perhaps the whole building
would have been lost. As it was, we are happy to say, the praiseworthy
assistance rendered on all hands, arrested their progress without further
damage. The Cobourg Star, November 29, 18]1.

DISSOLUTION
The Co-partnership heretofore existing betwee~he Subscribers, under

the Firm of O~ & J.O.STRONG, both~n the business of the COBOURG HOTEL and that
of the Saddle and Harness making, was on the 17th Instant, by mutual consent,
dissolved. O.Strong is duly authorized to collect all notes and accounts in
favour of the firm, and will settle the debts of the same.

O. & J.O.STRONG,



EXTENSIVE FIRE.
It was only last week we had the pleasure of congratulating ourselves

andneighbours, upon a very narrow escape from a fire that had broken out
in the premises of Messers. Strong, early in the evening of the 20th. ult.
but fortunatelylhe flameso~hich were ar1~sted in time to avert any serious
of property. rt is nOlfour painful duty to record another, but unhappily
more fatal visitation, of this powerful and destructive element. About J
o'clock, on Sunday morning last, we were awakened by the same terrible cry--
rendered upon this occasion more appalling, by the horrific accompaniment
of female shrieks. In three minutes we were on the spot. -- Mr. Carpenter's
Inn, where from the door and windows of a sort of underground kitchen, at
the northern extremity of the building, the flames were bursting with
extraordinarJ fury. T~ere being at the time, unfortunately, a strong
breeze from the nOI~hast, it was soon apparent that all hope of saving
the building, without the assistance of an engine was idle; and in an,inc-
redibly short-space of time, the whole mass was enveloped in one vast shee t
of flame and smoke-- the latter so dense and suffocating as to render futile
the most daring efforts to rescue the furniture, which was accordingly
almost entirely lost. The attention of all was now directed to the adjoining
premises of Mr. Strong, in the vain hope of their preservation, but so nar-
row was the communication between the two buildings, and such consequently
the intensity of the heat" that it was found utterly impossible to convey
the necessary supply of water. One or two attempted to scale the roof--
thinking there to obtain mastery of the fire; but the melting snow and ice
made it slippery as glass, and they also were compelled to abandon the field,
which was immediately occupied by the overwhelming and furious invader.

Sufficient time had however been afforded Mr. Strong to remove the bul k
of his property, which we are happy to understand, was accomplished with
but little comparative injury. The alarm now became fearfully intense, and
the word was passed to pull down the adjoining buildings between the fire
and Mr. Bethune's store, as it was apprehended, if the flames. once reached
there, it would have involved the ruim of every house in that direction of
the village. The first thus sacrificed were the stables and sheds belonging
to the hotel. These. having their braces and posts cut through on the inner
side werg thrown bodily over towards the fire-- against which their roofs
formed an admirable embankment, as by their assistance, the water from two
or three well organized lines, soon established a perfect moat in front of
the advancing element, over which its now relaxing vigor vainly endeavoured
to leap. Shortly after, the beams and roof of the burning pile
fell in, and the danger was past.

We understand that Mr. Buck, the proprietor of Mr. Strong's inn, had
insured it , to the amount of 500 pounds, in the Alliance office. Mr.
Carpenter's was not insured, and his loss, including almost every article
of his furniture and clothing, cannot· be estimated at less than between
three and four hundred pounds. His two servants, the poor girls who first
gave the alarm, had barely time to escape with their lives, being aroused by
the fire bursting through the floor beneath their beds. they did not savXe
even a single article of their dress, other than those worn at night, and
worse still, the whole of their little stock of money-- their hard earned
wages, which had been paid them shortly before, is lost; but some thing
will be done for them. We have also heard that Mr. Carpenter's brother,
Mr. George M. Sprague, has lost his pocket book, containing notes and cash
to the amount of $144. The escape of this gentleman, who had been ill in
bed for nearly a fortnight, is extraordinary. He slept in an upper room
in front of the house: the passage to which, led him immediately to the part



on fire, and was of course full of smoke : on discovering this, with much
presence of mind, he threw his bed from the window, a height of 14 to 15 feet
jumping upon it, happily got safely to the ground.

The loss to Mr. Strong must indeed be great, as besides being thrown
out of an excellent business, in the course of which his unremitting atten-
tion and civility, has obtained for him the best wishes of every person in
the village, he cannot but have suffered considerably in the injury necessarily
incurred by the hasty remaval of his furniture.

Before leaving this subject, we would again suggest the necessity
for the immediate adoption of measures to prevent the recurrence of such a
scene.-- Pad our fdrmer hint been acted upon, the loss of property in the
present instance, would unQuestionably been avoided. We are glad to find
however, that at last it is likely to meet consideration, as a meeting is
called for the purpose to-morrow evening.

The ~obourg Star, December 6, 1~31.

COBOURG
HOTEL.

NOTICE. ~.------- -- A meeting of the Inhabitants of Cobouro ill be held in the
District Schoolhouse to-morrow evening at 6 o'clock, to concert measures for
the protection of property against fire. Also, for the establishment of a
market, and other matters, at which all persons interested are reQuested to
attend.

December 6, 1831. The Cobourg Star, December 6, 1831.

SECURITY AGAINST FIRE.
With very great pleasure we at length have it in our power

to congratulate the village upon the attainment of this desirable object.
Pursuant to former notice, a meeting of the principal inhabitants of . the
place was held in the District School-house, on Wednesday evening last,
Ebenezer Perry, ESQ., in the chair. A Committee was appointed to take the
necessary means for the organization of a regular fire Company for the
Village, and report the same at an adjourned meeting. THis meeting
took place last night, and was very fully attended. The proceedings are
ordered to be published, we need only now remark, an efficient company has
been duly constituted. --- The Cobourg Star, December 13, 1831.

The Committee appointed to receive offers for a site of a Market
in Cobourg, reQuest all those persons who intend offering land for the pur-
pose, to furnish plans of the same by the 26th day of December instant, as
the Committee intend on that day to commence taking the votes of the
inhabitants of Cobourg on the subject, pursuant to a resolution of a public
meeting.

D. CAMPBELL, : JAMES YOUNG
J.HELMS,: G.M.BOSWELL.

December 20, 1831.



FIRE On Sunday last, another notice was given for a meeting 0: the
inhabitants of this Town, to take into consideration the best means of
preserving their property from fire, which it was generally thought at the
time, but it seems vainly, would have been immediately attended to. About
the commencement of the morning service, when most of our inhabitants were
engaged in their devotions, flames were discovered bursting froQ the roof of
a small house in the rear of the premises lately occupied by Mr. Hart, on the
main street.--- n~w the property of Mr. Noyes, coach-maker, which in a few minutes
spread with such!cgnceivable fury, that in spite of very pronpt assistance,
the whole was reduced to ashes. A smart breeze prevailed at the time, but
luckily sufficiently for the flames to escape the adjoining premises of Mr.
Calcutt, or the whole of 'the North side of the town, in all probability, must
have been lost.

At a public meeting of the inhabitants of Cobourg, held pursuant to notice on
Tuesday, January 1st, 18)), for the purpose of chosing fire wardens and a
committee, according to the regulations of the ~agistrates of this District ---
EBENEZER PERRY, RB§., was called to the Chair, and Mr. RUFUS HOLDEN appointed
Secretary. '

The rules and regulations of the COGourg and Amherst Fire Company
having been read, the following resolutions were put and unanimously adopted.

RESOLVED.-- That the following persons be chosen as Fire ~ardens for
the present year, viz :-- John Helm, Charles Clark, Rufus Holden, and
Lewis stiles.

RESOLVED."--That Messers Ebenezer Perry, James G. gethune, Robert Henry,
B. Throop, and James Radcliffe composetaeCorr~ittee.

RESOLVED.-- That Messers Zebediah Sisson, thonas Burke, and F.S.Clench
be a Committee to take up a subscription for the purpose of defraying the
expense of hooks, ladders" Etc. for the hook and ladder Company.

RESOLVED.--That 150 copies of the Rules and Regulations of the Cobourg
and Amherst Fire Company be printed, and circulated immediately.

RESOLVED.-- that the proceedings of this meeting be sent to the
Reformer and the Cobourg Star for publication.

E.PERRY, Chairman.
R.HOLDEN , Secretary. .

--- The Cobourg Star, January 9, 18)).

FIRE We regret to state that a fire took place yesterday on the premis es
of John C. Boswell, Esq., about two miles from this village, which entirely
consumed a building on this valuable tannery, to-gether with a
quantity of leather prepared for use. The Cobourg Fire Company and a number
of the Inhabitants proceeded to the spot with as little delay as possible
and rendered every assistance in their power.

Mr. John C. Boswell begs to return his most sincere thanks to those who so
promptly rendered their assistance in endeavoring to save his property from
fire which consuned his Tannery on Tuesday Afternoon; particularly to the
Cobourg Fire Company, who by their readiness in bringing the Engine, saved a
considerable portion of the hides which were in vats.
Cobourg February 11, 1835.



Of all the numerous advantages and improvements in Cobourg during the year,
we know of none more deserving of notice, or at which we can more heartily
congratulate ourselves and neighbours, than the arrival at our wharf, during
the past week, of a gOOQ FIRE ENGINE, from Rochester -- an article we have
too long and too frequently felt the need of. The three spirited gentlemen
to whom it was consigned, Messers. Clark, Conger, and Perry, who it may be
remembered were appointed a Committee for its purchase and to whose praise-
worthy liberality and exertions this important acquisition to our town may b
be said to be indeed mainly attributable propose,"we understand, to call a m
meeting of the company forthwith, for the purpose of deciding on the i~~eiiate
erection of an engine house for its reception, an eligable situation for which
has been selected near the centre of the town. The Engine has been fully
tested, and we believe proves a very good one. we are further told that Hooks
and ladders for the other department of the Company are in ~ state od dorward-
ness, so that altogether, as Uncle Sam might observe, we guess we look
forward to the winter with pretty considerable confidential security.

The Cobourg Star, November IJ.
18JJ.

T~~ NOTICE The Committee appointed to purchase a FIRE ENGINE for
this Village, have been obliged to place the Subscription List in the h~n~~
of Mr.A.B.Carpenter for collection, and request all those, whose SUbscr~p~loas
are unpaid, to arrange with Mr. Carpenter immediately, as all sums remalnlng
unnaid on the 15th of June will be attended with costs.
Co~ourg , 26 M~y, 18J4.

FIRE Yesterday morning, between 11 and 12 , our inhabitants Here ala-
rmed Hith appallimg cry of file, which Has found to proceed from the premises
of Dr. Carlisle, whose stable, on arrival of the engine, was completely
enveloped in flames. Being filled with dry straw and hay, it was found
impossible to prevent its destructi9,n; but we are happy to say, the exertions
of Captain Conger and his spirited ~ompany of firemen prevented any further
mischief from the destructive element. .

--- The Cobourg Star, August 27, 18J4
A meeting of the Inhabitants of Cobourg, was called in the Common School House
on Tuesday Evening the 25th, Ult. B.Threoop was called to the Chair, and J.
Beatty appointed Secretary. Mr. W.S.Conger explained that the object of the
meeting was, to lay before them the proceedings of the committee appointed last
year, to purchase a Fi~e Engine-- producing the accounts of moneys collected
and expended for the Engine and the Hooks and Ladders.

RESOLVED-1st -- That Messers McCarthy, Sisson, and Beatty be a committee to
investigate the Accounts -- collect the old subscriptions yet unpaid-- obtain
new subscriptions.--- make arrangements with Mr. Conger concerning the Engine
House -- and provide a suitable place for the Hooks and Laddere.

RESOLVED-2. -- That this Committee be invested with full powers to collect
all subscriptions due on the Engine.

Resolved -J-- That the Committee of the Fire Company shall advertise for a
person or persons, who will engage to sweep the chimneys of the Village, the
price to be fixed by the Committee.
The meeting proceedings to be published in the papers and another meeting to
be held in the First TUf~sday of January , 18J5.

------ The Cobourg Star, December 3, 1834.



Notice is hereby given, that the Committee of the "COBOURG and M-~nERST
FIRE COHPANY" have engaged a person to sweep the chimneys within the limits
of this town and Amherst, at the followin~ rates, to be paid by the occupant
when the work is done, viz.

For every chimney with one flue in house of one story-- ninepence.
For every chimney with two or more flues in house of one story- six

pence per flue.
For every chimney with one or more flues in house of two story

one shilling.
For every chimney with two or more flues in houses fuftwo story-

seven pence hal=penny.
For every stove, chimney and pipes seven pence half penny.

The person engaged to sweep will attend every six weeks, and give at
least six hours notice to the occupants of the houses, in order that
they may be in readiness. Any person refusing to have their chimney swept,
or pay for the sweeping of them when done, will upon complaint of the
Committee, be dealt with as the law directs; and any neglect on the part
of the person employed to sweep, will also be punished in like manner.

By Order,
W.S.CONGER, Secretary and Treasurer.

To the Cobourg and Amherst Fire COffi?any.
Cobourg November 23, 1835.

FIRE Yesterday morning abour 9 o'clock, a fire broke out in a small
frame house to the rear of the Registry Office, which in an incredibly short
space of time was reduced to ashes. So rapid was the destruction, that one
poor woman in the upper story had barely time to save herself and child by
dropping from the window. The house belonged to Thomas James, Hairdresser,
and was occupied by one or two coloured families.

The Cobourg Star, March 15, 1837.
FIRE.

Early on Saturday morning last, the Bark Windmill of JOHN CREASE BOSWELL
Esq., near this place, was accidently consumed by fire, and most unfortunately
it was the only building he had uninsured. By great exertions of his neighb-
ours and numerous friends his valuable distillery adjoining, though several
times actually on fire, was preserved.

----The Cobourg Star, April 12, 1837.

FIRE. -- Early on Saturday morning last, a cry of fire was raised in the
neighbourhood of King Street in this town, which on enquiry, was found to
proceed from the rear of the premises owned by Captain McDonald, and occup-
ied as a store and dwelling by Mr. John Irvine, Merchant. The fire originated
we are told, in an outside gallery on the second story, where a cooking stove
was used; and is understOod to have been communicated from a pan of ashes t
thoughtlessly left there the previous evening by the servant. When first
discovered the floor of the gallery, together with a large portion of the
adjoining clap boarding was in flames ...• The excellent fire company- whose
engine was on the spot in a very few minutes, soon changed the state of affairs
and succeeded in preventing any great injury. the extent of damage, we learn,
is estimated at twenty pounds, and is covered by insurance.

--- The Cobourg Star, August 30, 1837.
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These Firemen's Certificates, dated November 15,
1837 were still undelivered by early December.
The Upper Canada Rebellion had erupted and the
Militia were ordered to Toronto. R.D.Chatterton,
Rowe Buck and other Cobourg men were on the march
to Toronto and served there and in the Niagara
fronteer. These certificate copies were retained
and finally lodged in the Archives of Ontario.



i!l"l){.g tutU CHU(.!2, that the :Magistl'ates, in Quarter Sessions, satisfleu of the efficiency of
,i? bJ If) / h / as jnremillt in one ~f the Volunteer Fire(/& u. Ch 0~e-;/ r ,r~ _
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him amI he is hereby exempted, during the period of his enrolment and continuance of

"dual (tn~y as such jf£remiilT, from Militia duty in time of peace, from ser1fi-ngas a -JU:ry.-

man, or Constable, and from all other Parish and Town offices.

77//~~0
C1nk of the Peace.-

C'u:nK OF THE PEACE OfFJCE.

·~~/c?d/7

~i)~n tertfi!!, tha: the Magi~t:~tes, in Quarter Sessions: satisfIed of th~ effIciency o~

.--;/1 ~. /3-- -~~--e.--?-C:--:: - as fffremillt III one of the Volunteer Fire
~

Companies established by the Board ?f Police for the Town of Cobourg, have accepted• •

his enrolment as such §ft'emtiu, whj~h, according to Act 7. Geo. IV. Cbap. 8th exempts

him and he is hereby exempted, during the period of his enrolment and continuance of

:tetua1 duty as such jJfnm.m, from Militia d~lty in time of peace, from serving as a Jury-
-'

man, or Constahlc, and from all other Parish and To\vn (lffleC:-'.

~-~L---7~.v/ // 4--r-~
Clerk of the Peact:' ..
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Companies established by the Board of Police for the Town of Cobourg, have accepted

his enrolment as such jffumalt, ,"hich, according to Act 7. Geo. IV. Chap. Sth exempts

him and he is hereby exempted, during the period of his enrolment and continuance of

actual duty as such fffrtntalT, from Militia duty in time of peace, from serving as a Jury-

man, or Constable, and from all other Parish and Town offl<.:es.
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FIRES.-- On Saturday morning last, at an early hour, flames were discovered
issuing from the roof of the beautiful cottage occupied by W.H.Kittson, Esq.,
near St peter's Church in this town. The alarm being given, the inhabitants
speedily assembled, and the engine was promptly on the spot, but such was
the rapidity of the work of destruction that by this time all hope of saving
more than the furniture was abandoned. The building which belonged to F.P.
Rubidge, Esq., of Peterborough, was totally consumed, and we regret to add
it was only partially insured.

Last night another alarm was given, and on enquiry it was found to
proceed from the premises occupied by Donald Bethune, Esq., near the Seminary,
a shed in the rear of which, used for keeping ashes in, caught fire and was
burnt to the ground before assistance could be procured to extinguish it.
Fortunately on both these occasions the weather was perfectly calm, or the
damage would have been much more serious.

--- The Cobourg Star, March 3, 1841.

FIRE. On Thursday last, about two o'clock in the day, a most destructive
fire broke out in the premises of Mr. John Heard, tavern keeper, near the
Court house, which in a short time in spite of every effort to suppress it,
entirely consumed th~ commodious and valuable establishment, to-gether with
two adjoining dwelling houses the property of the Commercial Bank, and one
of which was occupied by Jacob Corrigal, Esq., whose furniture was saved.
Fortunately it being assize week, plenty of assistance was at hand or uo
doubt the loss of property would have been much greater, as at one time the
Court House itself-- though we should say, it isnear two hundred feet
distant, was on fire. The Fire Company with their engine were on the spot

in an increditably short space of time, considering they had to be sent for,
a distance of nearly two miles, and it is due to them further to say that
their exertions were beyoud all pra.ise upon the occasion and under Providence,
the first visible means of arresting the progress of the flames. We regret
to un erstand Mr. Hurd's prpperty was not insured. The other two houses
were insured. The fire wa.s first observed in the roof and it is supposed
to have originated from a stove pipe.

-- The Cobourg Star, May 5, 1841.

On Sund3.y eveuing about half-past six o'clock the inhabitants of Cobou~g
were aroussd by an alarm of fire which was soon found to proceed fro~ the
store and dwelling house of Mr. McCarty, on Division Street. Our Fire and
Hook and Ladder companies were soon on the spot, and after very great
exertions they succeeded in getting under the fire, but not before it had
materially injured the building and much damage had been done to the goods
by removing them. The exertions of the fire Company are most highly spoken
of, particularly of some of the members.

--- The Cobourg Star, December 7, 1842.
Town Hall, 5th December, 1842.

The Board of Police this day met, when the-following appointments in the
Town were made, viz :--

ENGINE~RS, James Lambert, Chief Engineer, P. McCALLUM; THOMAS SCOTT;
R.ROBINS; S ..E.McKECHNIE.

WAP~ENS - C.H.MORGAN: R.H.THROOP: F.BURNET,Jr.: THOMAS EYRE; G.M.GOODEVE;
L.F.BROOKSj J.E.TR~~AINj W .•H.KITTSON; H.H.JACKSON.

Also -JOHN MITCHELL, Chin;ney S~eeperj B.WILCOCKS, Inspector of Chimneys
and stove pipes

(Signed) D.E.BOULTON, President.
D.BRODIE, Clerk of Police.



In consequence of the constant alarQs of fire, the Board of Police, at the
instigation of the Fire Company, have remo~dled the fire department, and
headed a subscription for the purchase of a new Engine, with 50 Pounds;
several inhabitants have also subscribed liberally, but the sum necessary to
be made up is a large one, and it has been suggested whether it would not be
better for the Board of Police to procure one from Town Funds, to do which
they are fully authorized by the Act of Incorporation.

The Cobourg Star, December 7, 1842.

A CARD
The Subscriber returns his sincere thanks to the Fire and Hock and

Ladder Comnanies, for their um;eiried exertions in subdueing the fire on his
premises, ~n Sunday evening last j and to the inhabitants of the town
generally who spared no pains in trying to save his property.

JOHN HcCA:tTY

FIRE
----yesterday morning, about 2 o'clock, an alarm of fire was given by ringing
the bell of the Albion Hotel the fire had originated in a wheelwright's
shop owned by Mr. Small, and communicated thence to a large unfinished frame
building and Blacksmith's shop, which weTe totally destroyed.-- Mr. Small
has lost very considerably by this accident, as besides the house and shops,
several wagons and sleighs were destroyed and all his tools.

--- The Cobourg Star, February 15, 184J.

On Thursday last, at 2o'clock, the Grist and Saw Mills and Distillery of
J.~fhite, Esq., Cobourg, were totally consumed by fire. The neighbours
rendered every assistance in their po~er, and the Fire Com any was on the
spot with its usual alacrity,-- their united efforts were unavailin5 to save
any property.

Every fire convinces us of the necessity of some steps being taken
to purchase a better Engine for the use of the TOIm, the firelf:8nco.;<plain
bitterly of the in~efficiency of the present one.

---mThe Cobourg Star, August 2, 18L}J.

Fi re:1en'S DINNSR. FIHENEN,',S DINNEH.
On Mon~ay evening, the Fire ngine and Hook ant Ladder companies, helc

their annual dinner at the Albion Hotel. The meeting was very laro~' in~luc~ng
a number of gentlemen who were invited as guests. The Head of the Table was
occupied by J.BERTRAM, Jr. Captain of the Engine Company, G.Perry, Captain
of the Hook and Ladder Company acting as croupier. The table was laden with
all that could gratify the taste, every delacacy having been procured, and
neither expense or trouble spared. After the cloth was removed the folloHing
toasts were drank, appropriate songs being given after each :--
1 - The Queen, God Bless Her-- 9 times 9. etc. etc.
10- Firemen·s Sweethearts -- Wives and Bairns.

After this several volunteer toasts were given, and some goon songs
enlivened the remainder of the evening, which was passed with great hilarity
and good feeling, reflecting credit on all who were engagen. in the arra.nU~-
ments.
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At length the Board of police, having so frequently witnessed the great
inconvenience to thich the Fire Company was put, when with their best
exertions they were unable to render themselves efficient through ~eans ~of
the old Engine, have procured a very splendid Engine from Rochester, it is
a very elegant piece of workmanship and was selected by ~ILLIN~ WELLER, Esq.,
President of the Board.

On this morning abou~ three o'clock, the dwelling of P ..Delahanty, near th~
Court House, was destroyed by fire.

Yesterday morning an unfortunate girl, of very abandoned character, was
arrested for having set fire to a log shanty on the property of the late

Fire. -- On Monday last, after the carpenters who were completing a ho~se
lately erected by Mr. Redmond, on \o/illiamStreet, nearly opposite the Ronan
Catholic Church, had gone to dinner, the building took fire and was totally
consumed ; this is a heavy loss to Redmond, which we trust some effort may
be made to lighten--- he is a school master, a most quiet, deserving and
innoffensive man.

Monday last being the anniversary of the establishment of our V6~y
efficient Fire Brigade, the Members of Company No. I, and the Hook and Ladder
COI".?anyceleb-rated. it in the evening by a very appropriate and beautiful
procession by torch-light through the town, the effect of which was truly
imposing, ann the in~erest of the scene was much heightened by the ao;nirable
music of the Cobourg Band. The party afterwards supped. to-gether at the
Albion Hotel.

Some relO1arksre water supply in case of fire. -- "we again urge on our Board
of Police the necessity of making some arrangement by which in case of fir""
a sure and sufficient supply of water for one engine should be procured."

" He therefore beg of the Police, as guardians of public property,
to lose no time in remedying this evil, they have often been asked, and yet
time has been all0'..•ed to slip away and no steps have been taken."

While we were writing the foregoing remarks, an alarm of fire reached
us, and we ascertained the cause to be that the woods north of the Town were
on fire, with strong west wind rapidly fanning the flame, great fears wer~
felt lest a change in the wind might send the plague upon the Town, and such
is the dryness of every thin~ that not a drop of water could be procured
except by carting it from the lake; all hands turned out and never were
exertions greater than thode made by the Fire Con:panies and others, for 5
hours did they labour incessantly under a broilin~ sun and exposed to a
suffocating smoke.



FIRE --- On Saturday morning" about 2 O'clock, this town
wa~ aroused by an alarm of fire which proceeded from the house occuppied by
Mr. Cowles, Dentist, west of the ~ot~ Hotel. Notwithstanding the efforts of t
the two fire companies-- the flames destroyed the houses of Mr. Cowles and
Turner Boyd, and in order to arrest thear progress it was found necessary to
pull down the dwelling of Mr. Cuthbert, shoe maker, this proceeding happily
had the desired effect --

We trust this fire will put our Board of police on the alert to adopt
some means of procuring a supply of water without trusting to wells. ~e did
hear something of water pipes and reserJoirs, but the bruit has sied away
and been forgotten, Be hope it will be revived and the Police k ind~ced to
make sone arrangement. The greatest credit is due to the Fire Companies, for
doubtless to their exer-ions the town is indebted for its protection from the
spread of a conflagation which at one period, threatened destruction to the
entire row of buildings.

Another Fire.-- On Saturday even ng last about 8o'clock, the quiet of our town
was again distu~bed by the ringing of alarm bells and the erf of fi~. On
hastening to the spot it was found to proceed from a stable and warehouse in
rear of King Street, pertaining to the dwelling house mn occupation of W.H.
Kittson, Esq.,. Happily the usu pr0,pt attendance of No.2 Engine and Company--
the activity of the members of which, upon all occasions where the alarming cry
of fire has called for their exertion, has been mo~t consp cuous and efficient,
together with the no less prdiseworthy assistance and order y cO-0p~ration of
the inhabitants generally, was successful in preventing the flames fro~ extending
to any of the surro~ndlng buildings, which certainly at one ti~e were in i~Binent
danger. The No.1 Engine and COQP~'y w~re also in att~nd~nce, and did efficient
service, though not so e2rly in the field as their junior brethren. We regret
to understand that Mr. Kittson has sU3tained a serious loss by the confl~gration
in the destruction of a stle2.l'1eng ne and quantity of ropes, ri.gging, etc. t

belonging to one of his propellers, and w..ch W2S store in the building.

COBOURG FIRE DEPARTt'iE::T
For the Cobourg Star.

On Honday last, the 6th inst., being the day appointed for the
election of Office Bearers of No. 2 Fire Company for the ensuing
year, the following persons were elected

- Captain.
Lst. Lieut.

(
( Branchmen
(

A.J.Van In8~n - Secretary.
T.HARV~Y - Tre2surer.

8th September, 1847.

ROE BUCK
ROBERT S'dAYNS
'ifN •• RICHARDSON
Wm. Scott
ROBEBT SINCLAIR



Procession of Firemen. - On wednesday last, a friendly interchange of civilit-
ies took place between a company of Firemen from the now neighbouring City of
Rochester (thanks to the regularity and acco~odation of the ~taam boat
~merica,) and their brethren of this Town, on occasion of a visit paid in
transitu by the former, on their way to partake of the hospitalities of the
Toronto Firemen, by whom they had been specially invited. The notice given
of the intended civility gave little time for preparation. but, notwithstanding,
every effort was rr~deby their Cobourg friends to give the strangers a hearty
and suitable reception. An elegant luncheon, in Mr. Sinclair's best styl e,
was provided at the Globe Hotel, and shortly before the arrival of the boat,
the member~ of our two Fire Companies, and the Hook and Ladder Company,
mustered in full force and fig to marshall them from the wharf. The Rochester
Comp~~y No. 2 is a remarkable fine body of men, and, decked in their shewy
uniforms of McGregor tartan, make an imposing appearance. They were, besides,
accompanied on this occasion by an excellent military ~AND , also in uniform.
so that altogether we really had quite a gala procession; and the day being
fortunately a fine one, the whole affair went off well,-- doubtless praduc ng,
as it was intended, in the min s of their guests, a very favour~ble iMpre5s on
of the spirit and hospitality of the Cobourg Fi~men.

___ The ~obourg Star, June 10, )8~.

FIRE COMPANIES -- The Ann versary meeting of the Cobourg Fire Company No.1,
took place in the Town hall, on Monday last, the 3d. lnst. when the following
individuals were elected officers of the Company for the ensuing yea_ :_.-

W.BREWER - Captain.
First Lieut.- Wm. Carveth
Second Lieut - Geo. Edgecomc~.
First Branchnan - J~~es McCo0Jick.
Second " - S~~uel Collins.
third It - Anthony Dale
Secretary - Oliver P. Parsons.
Tr~~suyer - Orrin W. Powell.

We ta e a6~x occasion of this notice ,to bear again our cheerful testl~ony
of the great value of the Cobourg Fire ~ompanies, the prompt activity and
exertions of which have, upon more occasions than one, within the past twelve
months, preserved the Town from impending destruction; thereby entailip~
upon the community a debt of gratitude that no encouragement can more than
repay. At the same time, the privileg8s secured to the firemen by Law are by
no means unimportant in themselv8s. and require, we should thinx, to be on
more generally known, to secure to the department a constant efficiency in
point of numbers : those privileges are three fold, viz, first exemption fro~
all military duty, save in time of war; next, a like freedom from the service
on juries; and lastly, By Act of ncorporation, a remission to each man, of~two days statute labour per annum. We recommend, therefore, all who can
come forward at once and make a strong bcigade.

--- The obourg Star, August 5, 1846.

Company No.2, held in the Town ~all, Sept 7th, 1846
CAPTAIN --- Roe Buck.
1st. Lieut- Robert Swaine.
2nd Lieut.- Wm. McCa.rty.
1St Branchman- Charles McCallister.
2nd It - George Hayden.
3d It - William Rich2_roson.
Secretary & Treasurer - Byron Cheney.

---- 'Ihe Cobourg Star, Sept. 9. l811-6.

Meeting of fire
Officers "



On Sunday last morning about 11 o'clock, a fire broke out in Victoria
College. It was caused by a stove pi;'Arunning th:!'ougha partition in th.,}
north-west wing. The fire had got conside:!'~blehead w~en first discoverei,
and had it not been for the bell of the College to sound the alar~ through
thetown, there is no doub.J:.tt3.t the fine building waul i hEi-ve been se:!'lously
injured. As to its being bu:!'ne~,that is quits out of the qUEstion, as long
as we have "No.2,". fIe fir.;nlybel1ev8, from what we have S8en of the:r
doings, that this Company could put out Vesuvius in full eruption.. They
handle the fire as if they W8ye first cousins to the "Salamanders." Could
Hiss 13urdettCoutts see tha:lperfor!i1,there is no dou t that she woulj secure
their services at any ex?ense, to put out the flames which for some years
have been raging about her wor.ey-bags. ~e would also recommend the ?rovis-
ioanl Govern;nent of France to e~ploy the~ to cool the heads of the I' next
Parlianent. But before they leave us, we would beseech the Provincialist
to shave its head, and expose the dear old thing to t~e actior. of the soothing
e18ment in which the Company deals with such effeGt. Owing to most of No.
I Ca~~any beln8 at church, their engine did not get out until the d~ng2r was
past. The Hock and L2.dde~ Company, hOi.ever, were, as usual, early on the
ground, and acting with effect in their departffie~t.

")fa. ? Aga"tn.
Yesterday, owing to the high wine, several chimneys were burn~d out,~nQ,

per conse '18::C2, two or thrr.:3 alarr.lsof fiL'8given. At the first alarel, ;{0.2
Sngtne was out bt?:ore we caul, get into th~ street from our office. If
Toronto and Kingston will gi~e 2u hours not ca of a fire, we h~ve no do~tt
that they will be able to get. ~o. 2 to go ani put it out. But gene:c.lly
speaxjn~, the Company do not like to take their engine out of the District.

--- The Cobourg Star, April 19, l8eS.

On Saturday last at lIt o'clock in the evening, the frawe buildin;
adjoining the shop of Mr. B. Clark was discoversd to be on fir~ .• The bells
were immediately rung, and the Sngine COITl.;:>anies,both in efficient o~'J.er,
turned out in an incredibly short space of time, as did also the Hook ar~d
Ladder Compa.~y. Water w~s had in abundance, and the Engines worked w~th a
will, till No. 2 u~l~ortunat"ly got a ch p in its valve J which sto~:ped its
mouth. No .1, hOw0ver worked like heroes, and succee ed in confining U',e fire
to the bu lcing in wh~ch it broke out,-- no easy m~tter, as any person w_l1
bslieve who look." at th'~ scenn of co!:f8.b~tion. Two or three tl:nes r:r.Cli'u.-k's
sho? was in a bl~ze up to the ev~s, but the fire was obliged to give it up
befo!"e the convinci::.gar6u~.ents of the Hook and Ladder Company and Ho. 1.

Had Mr. Clark's shop gone, r.r.Hurst's shop, The Star Office, Gooleve
& Corrigal's shop, arL the COffiill8rcialBank, would have been burned also, as
they all fom, one block. During the fire two or three laughable scenes occ-
usred : In one case the house occupied by Mr. Burrow on the opposite side of
the strezt took fire, but the te:lant was unconscious of his situatlon, ani
rema.ined com:ortably sno.•..inS.. SuddcHlly, ho·..•ever, he was startled by what
he imagin~d to be the lake puuring in at his window. In fact, No.1, with
laudable desire to puttine out th.'fire, sent a cataract through his bedroom
window, which in a Ehort tine caused his habitation to bear no faint res81lbl -
ance to Noah's Ark, etc ... We are sin~8r8~y sorry for the loss of our enter
prising towr.smen, Messers. Horton an, Pringle to whom the burned building
belonged, and on whi~h there was no insurance. (Praise for the Fire;r,enfollows)

The COOo'..lr5Star, ~:ay10, 1848.



About 7t O'clock on Friday ~orning last, a house immediately in the rear
of the North American Eotel, ~~d unoccu~ied, was discovered in flames. The
fire-bells immediately ~Jng out, and in about two minutes, No. 2 were at work
against their antagonist. Immediately afterward No. 1. ca~e on the scene of
action and took up a posttion half way beb·een the Lake and No.2, which th"!y
supplied with water. The Hook an'iLadder men worked well, and althoug ..the
building that was on fire was attache to the stabl~s of the North dmer:can,
the flames were confined to the original object of their attack, which they
totally destroyed.

1'1The house burne'::was the property of r. O.?owell, and /o{octh aoo11t 25
Pounds.' The fire, no doubt, was the work of an incE~il=ry.

The :{arlA.enswere well pl~ased with the way in wh ~h the 'I'o't:ns-
people tu:rned out. One 0: the:n remarked to us ti:at in To-,-onto,Kingston, and
other cities, pe0~le tU7ned out to look on, but here they assisted in exting-
uishing fires.

To the ~ditor of the Cobc~r~ Star
Dear Sir ; Nill you cO::1:fe::- a favour en rtove~ Fire CO.:lpcnyNo.2, b.l

inse:rttn~ the following in your valuable jour~al.

"Re;30lved, Tha.ta vo-:e 0: thA.r.~sbe given to Ollr late at~d./o{o:-thJ ~a.?t2.in,
Roe Buck, on leaving Fir~ Co~?a~y No.2, for his valuable serv:c2s as
Capt3.in for the lost t,,-oyear",.•.

By Or er of th~ Co~p~ny,
G~O, ~<{. ~v2:3BJ

Sec.cc: tcTy an·2. T:reasure:r.

Last night the Building next to Nr. Thompson' s IILTl, was set on fire
in two places. It had been used as a shoe shop by Mr. Walker who had $47.
locked up in the till. To rob a poor and industrious young man o~this
paltry amount, was the object of the fiend, as all the money was gone.

We hope the Board of Police will immediately call a meetin~ and,
offer a lata-e reward for the perpetrator of this act. It was alc.o.::;etner
owing to th~ almost su~erhuman exertions of the Wardens and fire C08p-
anies, that a third of the Town was not destroyed.

The Cobourg Star, June 28, 1843.
No. 2 FIRfi; COf'lPANY.

This gallant Company went over to Rochester last night to partake of
hospitality of their brother firemen in that city. It is truly grat-
ifying to see such good feeling growing up between two countries.

We ha~· the honour of an invitation , but unfortunately
and to our great regret, could not accept it.

--- The Cobourg Star, June 23, 1848.



Sir,-=- On Tuesday last,all was bustle and stir among the boys of Fire
Company, No.2, preparing for their visit to Rochester, and at 9 o'clock
P.M., they embarked on board the American, every heart beating high in
anticipation of the fun and frolic which they had hoped to have in that
flourishing and friendly city. The night was dark, heavy thunder showers
fell almost without internission, and there was some wind, the passage
therefore was not altogether as pleasant as could have been wished. Toward
morning the weather cleared up, and the lads of No. 2 were early on deck
enjoying the fresh morning air. About 5 o'clock a.m., the Boat passed
the last bend of the river, and approached the landing, where the Chief
and other Engineers of the Rochester Fire department, were awaiting their
arrival. Coaches, omnibuses and cabs, were on the spot, into which the
boys were politely handed, and which conveyed them up the hill, a distance
of nearly a mile, to whe~ formal reception was to take place, and wher~ a
deputation, consisting of sone hundreds of Rochester firemen, awaited them
to-gether with a splendid band of music. Here they were greeted with three
hearty cheers, the band playing God Save the Queen, after which a procession
was formed and the word forward giv~n, the band struck up a lively quic~-
step, and with light hearts the colu,~~took the road for Rochester. As we
passed along, we could ooserve from the friendly looks, a kindly greeti~g
of the people whom we~met, that we were not only the welcome guests of our
Brethren of the Fire rigad~, but also of the citizens at large; nor were
we wrong in the conjecture, of which we had, ere long, ample proof. We
soon reac ed our quarters at the r~nsion House, where an elegant and abundant
breakfast was prepared, and which you may supposed was discussed"with a will".
The time u~til dinner was occupied in visiting different parts of the City,
under the atte~tive guidance of the reception committee, who were unceasing
intheir efforts to make us feel at home.

At 20·clock,P.M. we sat down to a most sumptuous dinner, some s
sixty or seventy gentlemen of Rochester joiningus, altogether, making a snug
little party of about one hundred and twenty, and here commence the business
of the day. The creature comforts were of the best, and were not by any
means neglected .• the uncorkin~ of champajgne I can compare to nothing
but brisk droping fire of a company of light infantry skirmishing, it was,
crack, crack, all around the table: a perfect fusilaade. In due course the
chairman, T.B.Hamilton, Esqr., Chief Engineer of the Rochester Fire Department
gave as a toast the Cobourg Fire Company, No.2, which was most enthusiastically
cheered, and for which compliment, and also for the unlimited hospitality
of the firemen of Rochester,it my pkeasing duty to return thanks. The next
toast was to our beloved Queen, given from the vice chair, a delicate and
many compliment which was prefaced by some very happy remarks by the gentlem~~
whoproposed it, but whose name I did not hear. You may easily imagine, sir,
how the Cobourg boys felt and acted upon that occasion. upstanding they
drank it, and the cheering was both loud and long: from that moment we were
at home. By permission of the Chair1ilan,it was with pleasure your humble
serv'ant returned the compliment, by giving, "The Chief Magistn.te and people
of the United States," which was drank with all the honou~ ".s. Other
toasts and sentiments followed, but as your space is limited, I shall not



enter into further detail, but proceed to shew how the remainder of the
evening was passed.

The party, upon leaving the dining hall, mustered in front of the
Hotel, where Adams· Brass Band was in waiting to cheer us with soul-stiring
music on our way to Mount Hope. A canal boat was provided for the occasion,
which was tastefully fitted up with evergreens, and provided with an ample
supply of refreshments, consisting of fruita, confectionaries, lemonade,
Etc. Etc." and nOT..•."all aboard" was the word. We were not.however, able
to proceed the whole way by water, owing to some unexpected impedinent in
the canal, but it made no difference, Ad~~s· music made the road see~ short,
and we were all in first rate spirits. The Cobourg boys having taken a
survey of the far-famed and romantic cemetery, returned delighted with the
excursion.

At 9, P.M., a torch light procession was formed, consisting of about
six hundred firemen, torch boys, etc., each carrying a torch. A place was
assigne to"Cobourg No •• 2", and we traversed all the principal streets of
the City, forQing one of the most brilliant spectacles it has ever been ~y
lot to witness. At every corner, and in every quarter of the City through
which we passed, we were greeted with hearty cheers, and brilliant displays
of fireworks were set off to do us honour. Fully 15,000 people were afoot
that night; the windo~s, house tops, door steps, and balconies were crowed
while the streets were literally cram~ed. At the close of the procdin5s
some very novel evolutions were performed by the firemen, during which
brilliant discharges of fireworks illuminated the sky, and we were then con-
ducted to our quarters. after which the whole body separated for the nigt;
and thus ended our first day in Rochester.

Next day we had another sumptuous dinner like the first, and there
were toasts and speeches. and songs, and sentiments. and that "Chief" of
good fellows, Ha::lilton, presided, and "all went merry as a marriage bell."
In the afternoon we visited all the Engine-houses, and our boys tried all
the engines. and at every Engine-house refreshments were provided, and the
boys partook of them too, for how could anyone refuse such hospitality.
There were nine companies of them, all were kind; at eaco of those nine
companies· houses we partook of refreshillents.but at the hall of No.6, there
was something which deserves a separate notice.

Precisely at 8 o'clock, P.M., a deputation of No. 6 Comp~~y waited on
us to conduct us to their house : we were soon there and were ushered int 0
the front apartment, the doors of which were then closed. At a given signal
folding doors at the back of the room were thrown open, wherr'a most
tastefully decorated and brilliantly lighted saloon, in the centre of whiah
stood a table loaded with viands of such quality and odour as would te~pt
the constancy of an anchorite, met our astonished gaze. Adams and his men
were there, on a dias at the upper end, and we were gr~eted with the well
known strains of our national anthem, -- we entered the room. the band play-
ing "God.Save the Queen." that room had many ornaments, but among others,
in a place of highest distinction, hung a portrait of OUR QU~~N. Can you
wonder ,sir, at our feeling grateful for all these kind. these delicate,
attentions? Cold indeed must be the heart that responds not to such sent-
iments as were that evening expressed by the gentlewen who presided at the
hospitable board of No.6. He spoke at length. and in the happiest strain,



in which, wit, humour, patriotism and sound philosophy, were so aptly blended
that he carried all hearts present as if by storm. In a few words, I ret-
urned thanks, and in acknowledg~ent of the musical compliment called on the
band to play"Hail Columbia," which Adar,lSdid in his best style. Nexxt
came the presentation of a wedding cake, and several bouquets of Flowers to
No.2, which was acc08panied by very humourous and happy remarks .• Hamilton,
that droll fellow, was there too, and sonething he said made them all laugh,
but I did not hear his .speech, so will not attempt to repeat it.

The Public Garden was our next place of destination. This recherche
little spot was thrown open for our amusement by its enterprising proprietor,
Mr. Palmer, and a magnificient display of fireworks provided for the occasion,
one piece of whichHas specially made in honour of"No. 2." This was really
a triumph of pyrotechnic art, I have seen many, but a more beautiful, brill-
iant and perfect piece of fireworks I never saw before. The words"Cobourg
No.2, " seemed to stand out as litwere from the heavans, while all aroun d
was an ever varying halo of many coloured lights, taking in turn each tint
and hue of the rainbow, from the outer edge of which shot in quick succession
balls of fire,of all colours, to a distance of a hundred feet, or more, acc-
ompanied ~y a volley as of musquetry. It was a truly splendid affair.

From the garden we were conducted home by our kind friends, and when
about to retire to rest, our ears were greeted by the sound of a song. On
going to the upper windows we found tb~t there was another treat prepared
for us. A glee Club belonging I am informed to No. 8 Company stood belowto
serenade us, and most beautiful those young men did it. Finer voices I have
seldom heard, better drilled harmonists never, there was not a note astray,
and the arrangements of the parts was perfect. But all things here below
must end, and the sound of music died away, the lamps burned dimly, ~~d the
clock in the old church tower told that the time, the old wretch, was still
in as great a hurry as ever, so No. 2 went to bed, and thus ended the secor:d
day.

Next morning all were awake early, the breakfast was ordered for
7 o'clock. The procession formed at half past seven to conduct us xo the
Ian ing. We gave our parting cheers and bade farewell to Rochester.
Halloway's fine band headed us, and with Engineers Cragle and Charles for
our guides, the Company No. 2 of Rochester for our escort, we took the road
for the landing. Half way our course was arrested by our friend who had a
barrel of ale by the roadside for us, we drank it and passed on. We soon
gained the wharf, shook hands with our friends, and were once again on
board the "A,;llerica".As the boat loosed from the shoTe, the band struck up
"God Save the Queen." We gave three cheers and so parted.

And now, sir, having given you a brief sketch, for it is nothing
more, of our two days in Rochester, allow me to make a few remarks in con-
clusion. In the first place I am bound to say, that more hospitality
could not be shown to any people, than was shown to us at Rochester, all our
bills were paid, it cost us nothing. Had we been the great ones of the ~Earth,
we could not have been treated with more courtesy and attention. Our Queen
honoured and our Nationality respected; no discourteous word or act marred
the pleasure of the trip, and no accident occurred. The Cobourg boys
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conducted themselves with the greatest propriety and order, and the only
regret they felt was the utterimpossibility of their ever being able to
make an adequate return. To Chief ~ngineer Hamilton, Engineers Cragie,
Charles and others, as well as the whole fire brigade of Rochester, our
thanks are due, and every Cobourg man, I trust, will endeavour to
acknowledge when in his' power, the compliment paid to the firemen of
Cobourg by the firemen and people of Rochester.

lam, Dear Sir,
Yours very truly,

THONAS EVANS.

No. 2 Company , of Cobourg, having recently had a large accession to the
strength of their fine corps, wish to dispose of the excellent Engine now
in use by them, in order that they nay purchase another and a larger one.
If Oshawa, Colborne, or any other country Tovm, require a good Engine at a
low price, no~ is the time to apply.

Should No.2 succeed in finding a purcher, they will calIon the inha~-
itants of the Town to rr~keup by subscription the sum necessary to get a
large Piano ~ngine. They will cheerfully respond, we are sure.

On Friday last forenoon we had an alarm of fire. The fire
cor:panies, as usual, were imInediately on the alert, when it was discovered
that the Light-2ouse on the e~ of the east pier was on fire. There was
not much damage don.,:-,2.5 tr:,; pow~rful Eng iteNo.1. soon deluged the
little building with Hater drawn by means of the suction hose, from
the lake. No.2, from some inefficiency in the suction hose, altha' first
on the ground, could not be brought to bear on the building in time .•
Both Compa~ies, as also the Hook and L2.dder, and the Catara~t company
mustered in full force in an increiibly short space of time.

In the July 19, 1843 issue of the Cobourg Star, a copy of a letter
written by Hr. Thomas Evans and addres:sed to Mr. T.B.Hamilton, Esquire,
Chief Engineer of the Rochester Fire Department, is published. l~exPl'es ses
the grateful thanks of the Cobourg No.2 Company for the kind hospitality
extended to them on their recent visit to Rochester. An invitation is
also given for the Rochester Firemen to visit Cobourg.



For the Star.
Monday being the appointed dtY for the election of office bearers in the

different branches of the Fire epartment of this Town. The following
persons were elected in Fire Company No.1. :

Mr. O.W.Powell, Captain; Mr John Russell, 1st Lieut.; Mr. A.
Moscrip, snd Lieut. ; Mr. J. McCormack, 1st Branchman; Mr. George §uck,
2nd Branchman; Mr. Wm. Jex, 3d Branchman; Mr. J. Richardson, Secretary; Mr.
D. Kennedy, Treasurer.

About half past eight o'clock, the company, to-gether with their guests,
sat down to a sumptuous dinner at the North American hotel, Captain Powell
filling the Chair, and Captain Strong of the Cataract Company occupying the
Vice Chair ,when the following toasts were given from the chair :

The Queen ---- Cheers.
Prince Albert and the Royal Family - Song from Mr. Nelson.

!~The Army and avy of England, -- Sir Henry Woodcock, 85th Reg't,
returned thanks.

The Fair of Canada --"The toast to be dear Woman."
After which several volunteer toasts were given and the party began

to branch off at about lIt o'clock, in good spirits anxiously awaiting the
approach of another Fireman's Dinner.

J.RICHARDSON, Secretary.
The Cobourg Star - August 8, 1849.

FIRE IN COBOURG
On Monday night last, about 11 o'clock, a fire broke out in Mr. Terry's

cellar kitchen, under his shop. In a very short time the fire companies and
the hook and ladder company were on the ground, end used every exertion to
get the flames under, but without effect. The whole was soon wrapped in flames
which rapidly extended to the right and left, burning till stopped by tearing
down Mr. Butler's shop on the East, and Mr. Main's on the West. During the
progress of the flames, the exertions of the fire and the hook and ladder
companies were almost superhuman. For two hours and a half there was one
continued stream of water from the engines, which was supplied from the large
well at the four corners. The well then failed and the inhabitants of the Tow n
formed lines to different other private wells and continued the supply of
water, so far as they were able, till the flames were got under, which was
about four hours after they broke out. the buildings destroyed were not very
valuable being built of wood and rather old. Mr. Terr'J was insured, but we
regret to say not in sufficient amount to cover his loss.

The following are the buildings destroyed :-~ Mr. Terry's shop and dwel-
ling (same building )insurance 500 Pounds in the Genesee County Municipal
Insurance Co.; Mr. Hooey, Baker (Will recommence business again to-day in
Mr. McCarty's premises,) Mr. Waddell, Barber, Mr. Butler, Grocer, and Mr.
Main·s turning shop. Altogether the loss is about 1,000 Pounds.

The failure of the large well shews the necessity of providing a furt-
her supply of water. It has been suggested that a pipe be laid from the well
to thelake-- we think the suggestion is a good one, and hope it will be
acted upon by our Board of Police.

--The Cobourg Sjar, August 15, 1849.

FIRE- Another fire occurred in this town-on Saturday, last. About 11 A.M.
the alarm was given that Mr. pomeroy·s House on Division Street was in flames.
Within five minutes from the first alarm the fire companies were out, and in
an incredibly short space of time reached the house. But it was too far gone
to be saved. The different companies, however, preserved all the lumber and
furniture, and confined the flames to the building where they originated.
No insurance.

--- The Cobourg Star- August 22, 1849.


