
Mayor promotes 
Darlington site 
for reactor project

Fast on the heels of the 
death of ITER, as far as 
Canada and Clarington is con
cerned, the Mayor has set his 
sights on a new project.

Canada, potential host 
country for the ITER’s $12 
billion international nuclear 
fusion research facility, with
drew their bid early last week, 
when it became evident the 
Federal government would 
not assume a large portion of 
ITER Canada’s financial com
mitment.

In a media release dated 
Monday, December 8, Mayor 
Mutton stated, “we mourn the 
loss of the ITER project but 
we are convinced that the 
site’s potential has not been 
fully explored.” The site 
selected for the ITÉR facility 
was just east of the Darlington 
nuclear power plant. The 
Mayor has begun promoting 
that site as the ideal location 
for the Darlington ‘B’ 
advanced CANDU reactor.

However, Councillor Char
lie Trim said at Monday’s 
council meeting that he would 
like to see the new Liberal 
government sort though the

mess at the Pickering A 
Nuclear Power Plant, before 
rushing into a new reactor 
project.

With the new provincial 
government just coming 
online, a new prime minister 
possibly calling a spring elec
tion, and the delays and cost at 
Pickering with their newly 
appointed interim Board, 
“there are many unknowns 
and the timetable is not clear, 
said Trim.

“Yes this council wants 
local employment,” said Trim, 
“but I think we should be 
walking as a council relating 
to a nuclear project, and I 
think we should walk very 
carefully in the foreseeable 
future,” he said.

“I won’t be walking,” 
responded the Mayor, “I’ll be 
running, the Atomic Energy 
Control Board (AECB) is very 
excited about locating a 
CANDU Reactor there, they 
see it as the best site in 
Ontario,” said Mayor Mutton.

The Mayor’s December 
8th news release stated that he 
will seek meetings with 
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Obitiary ■ Grace laker
by Anthony Wood

Most people in Orono 
would know Gracie by the 
company she kept. She was 
Jim's gal or was it the other 
way round. She had a cute lit
tle shuffle that got her from 
shop to café and occasionally 
to the friendship club in 
Bowmanville. Her pleasures 
were simple. She liked to 
write poetry, buy knick- 
knacks and lottery tickets, eat 
out and give to others. But 
most of all she wanted to get 
married. Of course she had to 
make sure Jim was in top 
form before the honeymoon, 
so with one hand in hers and 
the other on his cane Jim 
walked every day. Jim's 
recovery was miraculous, so 
much so that Gracie bought a 
wedding dress in anticipation 
of the big event. She got to 
wear it on December 8, 2003 
and she wore it well. It wasn't 
her wedding but a celebration 
of another sort, a celebration 
of her life.

Gracie like most was not 
ready to die, but it seemed 
she was anticipating the 
worst as she prepared for an 
operation. She had given 
Christmas cards to some of
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Gracie Baker with Santa just a few weeks ago at Stutt's.

her friends and she had told 
the Padre that she thought it 
might be cancer and she did
n't want to die piece by piece. 
Well she came through the 
operation only to have her 
heart give out two weeks 
later.

The congregation at 
Gracie's funeral service 
would make anyone realize 
how far reaching this lady's 
life had been. It included the 
Tabb family that had so 
recently embraced and adopt
ed her, the Friendship Club 
that saw her generosity as a 
plea for belonging but loved

her unconditionally, her case 
workers Tracy and Carol who 
couldn't hold back the tears 
as one recited a poem she had 
composed for Grace and the 
people of Orono whose paths 
she had crossed so briefly 
and like everyone else, knew 
they needed to be there.

Sometimes we are fortu
nate enough to be part of 
something that gives you a 
warm feeling but you're not 
completely sure why. 
Gracie's funeral did just that. 
I had not expected anywhere 
near as many people nor did I 
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from our home to yours during 
this special time of year.

We wish you a holiday filled with 
good cheer and a very

Happy New Year.
We're proud to be a part of this 
fine community and are grateful 
for the opportunity to serve you.

Mayor John Mutton and 
Members of Clarington Council
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