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OUR BOOKSHELF

By Alice Rowe-Sleeman

READING FOR CHILDREN

Editor's Note—Our national
leaders are showing deep concern
over the lack of good reading

amongst all our people, and
especially are they disturbed by
the scarcity of good books in our
homes, as possessions. Alice
Rowe-Sleeman well-known jour-
nalist and lecturer to clubs and
radio audiences, has been engaged
in extensive research on “Can-
adian Reading Habits.” Today
we publish an article by her deal-
ing with this topic as it affects
children, especially. Anyone wish-
ing further information concern-
ing this article, or any matter
relevant to it, may communicate
with “The Bookshelf,” c¢/o The
Statesman, Bowmanville. All in-
{grn}atiun is freely given.—G.

“It is a great thing to start life
with a few books of one’s own,”
said A. Conan Doyle whose de-
light in reading was uncomplicat-
ed by the modern diversions of
radio, movies and television. Al-

though raised in comparative pov-
erty, his family was well known

in the Arts and Letters. This in
nineteenth century Edinburgh was
a mark of distinction. So it 1s not
surprising to learn that even at
ten vears of age, young Doyle
would sacrifice his meagre lunch
money (2d) for a book from the
barrel which stood outside the
second hand bookshop near his
school.

What can Arthur Conan Doyle
do for children’s reading in the
vear 1951? By precept and eXx-
ample, a great deal, especially for
those who are charged with the
responsibility for the education
of today’s boys and girls. Conan
Doyle made his ymark in medi-
cine long before fame came to
him as a writer. Books were his
tools as well as, his recreation.
Had he spent his leisure in other
wavs, the world of the twentieth
century would perhaps never
have heard of Conan Doyle—
worse still, might never have
known Sherlock Holmes. The
key to any individual's develop-
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ment is found in his use of leis-
ure.

In Conan Doyle's early life one
discerns these significant influ-
ences: a sympathetic family, a lib-
rary of his own and an unusu-
ally understanding dominie—in a
community of enlightenment and
culture. The paucity of similar
wholesome influences for young
Canadians, can explain to some
extent the predicament of our
Youth.

Importance of Leisure

There is plenty of evidence
that a wave of apprehension con-
cerning children’s reading, Is
sweeping the Canadian nation,
Anyone connected with the pro-
motion of Young Canada Book
Week (Nov. 11-18) must be aware
of the “blind spot” in our national
life—the lack of adequate library
services outside of a few urban
centres, and the dearth 6f good
books permanently in the home.
Our physical standard of living i1s
the highest in the world, What
of our cultural living standard??
The answer is to be found in the
use we make of our leisure time.

It can be demonstrated statis-
tically that sport, radio, movies
and television far outstrip read-
ing as entertainment. In moder-
ation these may with profit have
a place in our living. But that

I'they exercise almost a monoply

in the spare time of our child-
ren, is nothing short of tragic.
One factor common to all these
amusements is the, time they us-
urp from a child's total leisure
that would otherwise be spent
in reading and in play. The lat-
ter two activities demand at least
some effort and produce mental
stimuli. Not so with radio, for
the easy turning of a dial to pro-
duce diversion without partici-
pation, will in time dull a child’s
powers of cqncentration. Be-
cause no effort is required there
- ~=antard g condition of mental

transfer symbols into images, to-{ adult interest.

gether with the qualities of such
images, stimulates the mind as
well as the ¥magination in a way
that no other form of diversion 1is
able to do. At tHe same time this
demand on the brain expands and
deepens artistic pleasure, for
reading is still almost the only
form of entertainment that per-

mits a child the free use of his
mind. If he reads by himself he
chooses his images independently
and the resultant thoughts are his
own, As a defence against mob
thinking these points are not
lightly dismissed.

Home Influence—
The Key to Character

Because a child is dependent
on his elders for available read-
ing matter, it is essential that any
policy for advancing library fa-
cilities, must have the support
of the general public. Herein lies
a twofold danger, (1) mistaken
adult notions about the value of
books to children (2) the dissem-
ination of half-formed theories in
this age of rapid and widely com-
municated ideas. With refefence
to (1) may we suggets to parents
the purchase of books of proven
value and acceptability for child-
ren within specific groups—age
and aptitudes. Your local lib-
rary, bookstore and newspaper
are in a position to advise if you
wish., Give this suggestion a fair
trial, bearing in mind that the
younger the child the more likely
he is to choose the endaring rath-
er than the false. (2) The whole-
some use of leisure time and the
influence of a good home in an
informed community are proven
bulwarks against undesirable in-
fluences.

No amount of planning for the
mental development of our child-
ren can be effective without an
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Oxford Univer-
sity Press, $2.50.

For the 8' yr, to 11 yr. group.—

We have chosen themes that vary
widely. Children over 8 will
likely be studying music (instru-
mental) or crafts, and the ge-
ography lesson will have magic
appeal for them. Any of the six
books immediately noted, are

suitable for more advanced ages

as well. . _

‘The Little Magic Fiddler, by
Lyn Cook.—This author has had
marked success both as a writer
of, and a story-teller to children.
Donna, heroine of Miss Cook’s
latest success is a native of Winni-
peg, and of Ukrainian ancestry.
Like little Elin who wanted to
skate, as a champion. Donna is
obessed with her  violin. The
basic vears of her training for
continental fame are an inspira-
tion to childhood ambitions,  Mac-
Millans, $2.75.

The Glad Summer, by Jeffery
Farnol. This is a well-knit story
with elements of mystery and in-
trigue. It portrays a pattern of
life, basically wholesome and
kind. Theme is laid in mid-nine-
teenth century in England. Char-
acterization is excellent and di-
versity of dialect, authentic. Ry-
erson Press $2.75.

Su-mei’s Golden Year, by Mar-
guerite Harmon Bro.—Even in
the war-torn Orient little giris
have happy dreams as they share
with their parents the burden of
work in the fields and in the
home. The constant struggle be-
tween the traditional and the
modern is potently developed for
young folk, Throughout the story
runs an undercurrent of assur-
ance that these people will sur-
vive the present onslaught of alien
aggression, as effectively as they
have dome for centuries past.
Doubleday, $3.00.

The Door in the Wall, by Mar-
guerite de Angeli—England in
the thirteenth century when the
plague raged in London and fath-
ers were fighting in Scotland,
mothers in attendance at Court.
Robin. the hero, is stricken with
polio and obliged to struggle back
to self-reliance in quite the mod-
ern way. There is powerful emo-
tional appeal: a joyful family
re-union at Christmas brings
Robin a well-earned’ rest from
the responsibilities that fate thrust
upon him. Distinctive drawings
are as intriguing as the story
itself. Excellent interpretation of
medieval customs. Doubleday,
$3.00.

11 yr. to 14 yr. Group

The young adults in this group
demand vigorous reading as well
as play. Sport is a favorite topic
for talk as well as for action.
Hero worship is 0Often intense.
The taste is for the extreme rath-
er than the moderate and adven-
ture must be thrillingly dan-
gerous. On this basis we confi-
dently recommend these four:

Along Olympic Road, by Foster
Hewitt, who needs no introduction
to hockey fans. Syl Apps i1s the
target for_ hero worship. The
theme is timely and material fact-
ual, Wise counselling. Ryersou
Press, $1.50:

Gallows Rock by Morris Long-
streth.—Smuggling, Mounties, and
the treachery of fog-bound fish-
ing grounds provide a colourful
background for this story of re-
alistic living, of strong contrasis
in characters " and descriptions.
The scene is laid in Gaspe, Que-
bec. MacMillans, $2.75.

Smoking Hoof by Gertrude Ro-
binson.—This is an historical no-

vel of the Amnterican Revolution
with locale around what is now
the Quebec<American border.
Young Timmy did an adult’s job
in scouting. Action is tense and
exciting, warmed by the close
comradeship of a boy and his
horse. The story gives “the oth-
er side’ of the Revolution, not told
in owur history books. Oxford
Univ. Press, $2:5.

Little Giant, by Olive Knox.—

In reading this story of an adol-
escent boyv, one is conscious of a
warm admiration for a writer who
can create so dramatically with-
out overdoing it. Mrs. Knox has
embellished factual background
of the vivid descriptions of hunt-
ing and exploration around the
early sites of York Factory, Port
Nelson and Churchill on Hudson
Bay. Henry Kelsey was an ap-
prentice with the Hudson’s Bay
Co. at fourteen. His birth coin-
cided with the founding of the
Company, whose business connec-
tions ' gave him his start In a
career noted for so many ‘firsts.”
He was the first white person to
preach amity to the warring In-
dians of the Plains, first to see
the Saskatchewan River and to
kill the ferocious wild animals
peculiar to this region. Historical
data is presented along with fas-
cinating descriptions of natural
lore and Indian customs. A mon-
ument to Henry Kelsey now
stands at The Pas, Manitoba.

Perhaps if we familiarize our
Youth with heroic characters
like “Little Giant” the qualities
that make a hero will become
more apparent to them.

WE RECOMMEND:
For all ages un to 8 years

Big and Little (Mother and
Child) by Ylla.—Here are 28 full-
page photographs of different ani-
mals (plus tortoise and swan)
with brief descriptions in large
tvpe. British Book Service, $2.00.

Snug and Serena Meet a Queen
by Alison Uttley.—This book has

a lovely childlike quality of fan-
tasy with playful wit and origin-
ality. British Book Service, .70.

The New Singing Time by Satis
N. Coleman.—28 songs with mus-
ical scores, There are action songs,
lullabies and play themes—all
within the range of young voices.
Longmans, Green & Co., $3.25.

For 8 yr. to 11 yr.

Judy’'s Book of Sweet-making
by Muriel Goaman.—Should ap-
peal to all children who like to
make their own gifts. Easy-to-
follow instructions for cooked
and uncooked candy and cake ic-
ings. British Book Service $1.25.

Gertie the Horse Who Thought

and Thought, by Margarite
Glendinning. The scene is laid in
Muskoka in summer., McGraw-
Hill Co., $3.00.

11 yrs. and over

Prairie School by Lois Lenski.
Children of the rural prairie dist-
ricts still ride te school on ponies.
There is plenty of adventure for
them in all seasons. This con-
tains factual material and ex-
cellent illustrations by the auth-
or. Longmans' Green, $3.50.

Abitibi Adventure, by _.Jack
Hambleton.—Adults will enjoy
this book which is based on sound
knowledge of the development of
our natural resources in North-
ern Ontario. TLongmans’ Green,
$Z.1D;

As T would not be a slave, so
I would not be a master. This
expresses my idea of democracy.
—Abraham Lincoln,
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Principal Requests
Noon Supervision
At High School

Principal Louis Dippell point-
ed out at the last regular meeting
of the Durham District High
School Board, that the supervision
at noon of pupils bringing their
lunch to Bowmanville High
School posed quite a problem.

He estimatgd between 160 and
170 pupils come within this cate-
gory and requested that super-
vising teachers be remunerated
for devoting their lunch hour to
directing student activity along
proper lines.

The problem does not exist in
fine weather, observing that stu-
dents usually devote their energy
to outside activity. During the
winter., however, inclement wea-
ther increases the numbers that
remain indoors.

The B.H.S. staff expect to start
organized volley ball in the gym-
nasium at lunch time, supervised

activity in the auditorium and
have two study rooms with one
teacher in charge of the halls.
Six teachers will be needed to
carry out the program which
means approximately 1,000 teach-
ing hours. Mr, Dippell suggest-
ed that a staggered noon hour be
adopted next year to relieve the
situation.

The Durham District :
School Board did not choose to
deal with the B.H.S. problem at
their last meeting.

A piano was purchased by the
Board for use in the Orono Con-
tinuation School. It was also
announced that L. H. Winslow,
Millbrook, was appointed to. the
High School Board at the/<\0-
v%mber session of Counties
cil,

The memory of the Bethlehem
babe bears to mortals gifts great-
er than those of Magian kings—
hopes that cannot deceive, that
waken prophecy, gleams of glory
coronals of meekness, diadems 'nf
love.—Mary Baker Eddy.

Good insurance — like good
health = grows more important

every yedar.

CEFE YOUR MUTUAL
REPRESENTATIVE ABOUIT A
SAVINGS AND PROTEL TIOM

' POLICY

BRANCH OFFICE

69 KING ST. E.

OSHAWA, ONTARIO

Get Our Low Prices On ...

FURNACE WORK
AIR CONDITIONING OR
GRAVITY
COAL FIRED OR OIL BURNER}s

Have an air conditioning unit attached to your present
furnace and enjoy an abundance of clean, fresh,
hwmidified circulating hot air.

WE MAKE ALL FITTINGS TO SUIT YOUR JOB

Sheet Metal Workers & Roofers

for 45

PHONE 3412 or 691

years

DAVIS & COMPANY -

2 MILL LANE

BOWMANVILLE
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There have been many startling developments in modern weapons
— even talk of push-button warfare — but despite all of this—
the INFANTRYMAN continues to be the most

important man in our defence forces.

Today, the Canadian Infantry Soldier is one of the most highly
trained men in our Army. He is master of many weapons.
He is tough. He has built a reputation that is second to none.
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More young men are needed right away to swell the ranks of
the Royal Canadian Infantry Corps. The job is not an easy
one. You have to be good to make the grade as the most

important man in the Canadian Army—the INFANTRYMAN.

TO ENLIST YOU MUST:

1. Volunteer to serve anywhere.
2. Be 17 to 40 (Tradesmen to 45).

pie

3. Meet Army requirements.
4. Married men will be accepted.

Apply to the nearest Recruiting Depot:

No. 13 Personnel Depot, Wallis House,
(o]

Rideau & Charlotte

ts., Otowa

nt.
Mo. 5 Personnel thn'l, Artillery Park, iﬂil‘l Street,

ingston, Ont.

Canadian Army Recruiting Station, 90 Richmeond St. W,

Toronto, Ont.

No. 7 Parsonnel Depot, Weolseley Barra
Elizabeth ‘Extrmﬂ,‘t lundun,fﬂni. chs,
Army Recruiting Cenire, 230 Main Street Waest,

Neorth Bay, Ont.

Army Recruiting Centre, James Street Armou
200 James $t, North, Hamilten, Ont, i

AlDIW.0

Listen to “Voice of the Army” — Tuesday
and Thursday eveiings—Dominion Network,

High~
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