=

e r

e TR

took place on Valentine’s Day

Daughter opposes parole for mother’s killer

By Eileen Argyris

* Newly married iIn
November, 1984, Michelle
Gillesple, like any bride,
looked forward to the first
Valentine’s Day she would
spend with her new hus-
band.

She could never have
guessed the horror it
would bring.

On Valentine's Day, Feb.
14, 1985, Michelle's moth-
er, Betty Hart, 46, was
murdered — stabbed 53
times — beaten, and left
in * a pool of blood" in the
basement of her home at
41 Church Street East,
Colborne.

Charges were laid April

28, 1985, against Donald
Moran, 46, also of

Colborne, a longtime fami-

Mnran is seeking raluan
from prison. Flle photo

" ly friend who had once
been the business partner,
and claimed to have been
the secret lover, n!’ the
dead woman.

The crime has been
described as one of the
most brutal in Canadian
history.

Mr. Moran, was convict-
ed of second-degree mur-
der the following
Valentine's Day, Feb. 14,
1986, and sentenced to
life imprisonment with no
possibility of parole for at
least 10 years.

According to Sandra
Pilgrim, information officer
with the National Parole
Board of Canada, Mr.
Moran has been eligible
for unescorted temporary

absence passes since April
27, 1992,

He has been seen in
Brighton where his wife,
Lois, maintains a home.

He has also taken advan-
tage of 60-day work
release pro available
at the discretion of the
warden of Beaver Creek,
the minimum-security
facility where he is now
serving his sentence.

Michelle and others call
Beaver Creek, “the coun-

try club.”
Mr. Moran applied last

-~ March to be released from

prison and allowed to live
in a half-way house.
Michelle said she could
not bear to attend that
hearing, but members of

‘It could happen to you' — Michelle Gille
sade against parole for violent offenders, such as the man
who killed her mother in 1985. She reminds people that living
in a small town is no guarantee of safety.
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spie has led a cru-

her family did. She sent a
victim-impact statement
and petitions and letters
were sent to the board.

many at her urging, ask-
ing that Mr. Moran's appll-
cation be denied. It was.

He has appealed that' crusade

decision and his case is
being heard today, Feb.
15, the-* day alter
Valentine's Day.

If the panel sees things
his way this time, he will
be allowed to live in a half-

| - way house, pending his

eligibility for full parole in
1996.

Michelle has been gath-
ering support for denial of
permission for Mr. Moran
to enter the hall-way
house. She says, “A life
sentence should be a life
sentence.

“I think he's a time bomb
waiting to go off. He's a
model prisoner, a smooth
actor. He's used the sys-
tem to the fullest, just like
he’s used me to the fullest.
He's played the game.”

Michelle says the impact
of the crime on her family
will never be overcome.
“It's not like it used to be.
It's ruined our [amily.”

Her father and brother,
Bryan and Michael Hart,
still live in the family
home where the murder
occurred.

Michael,. only 18 when
his mother was murdered,
was badly alfected.
"Michael was really close
to my mother. So was [ —
my mother loved every-
body — but it was really
hard on Michael.

“The justice system
doesn't work for the victim
or the victim's family.”

One man hqﬂs. mounted a
in* Brighton,

mobilizing his neighbours
to sign a petition to keep
Moran in custody: The
petition will be submitted
to the panel at today's
hearing at Beaver Creek
near Gravenhurst. .

Michelle thinks that’s
‘awesome.

“I'm really pleased.
People will be aware, he'll
make sure of it. That‘*a
great.” |

Michelle knows nhe s
prejudiced in this case,
Eecauiﬁ thﬁ vl:tl'iim was

er mother, but epcrl}?tn
out it could happen to
anyone. She never

dreamed anyone in her
family would be a mun.iﬂ:
victim.

“It's something you lhlnk
happens in big cities, not
small towns like Colborne.
It could happen to you.®

Murder victim: Betty Hart of
Colborne was a woman who

loved life. Courtesy photo
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