
Ref 
97l. JJJ 
Cas 
JJ£SK 

~~,, 

" S/11/lr lllt.ro(fty OF -rH& 
Rjt>c;.e 



·a 

• 
A Short !list'ory 

or 
THE RIDGE 

Ronald Cas i er 

Augustr 1975 

CHATHAM PUBLIC liBRARY 



• J... Sbor t H:l :.; Lory of Ti.c !Ud€£u 

sllerltly , tTJel L~d n.:>rth .. nrd markin6 the end of the '..Jl:;eonzit'l Ice 

Age . In their wake t~cy deposited the Blenheim ~oral~e which 

even after s~ve~al mfllenium of erosion ~till po~e~ ~ ut~lklng 

phyaical feature accross south eastern Kent Counly . hltbough 

of very small relief ;'fh•.m comp;.1.red· v-ri th other more ele•1:::tted 

parts of the province, it i~ still nn outstanding landfor~ to 

those ~rho have travelled the flat· and fertile tablelands of 

South vTestern Onterio. Originating in the ~outh east corn ~r 

of Raleigh township , the ridge quickly rises and broqdens out 

int'u a \'-I ide plateau \•11 th several paralleli -r;g ridr.;c;:; along it. ' s 

summit . Paralleli~g t'nt3 north :::hor~ of Lake Eric the l'i.dg-3 cuts 

accro~s the townships of Harwich , Howard , Orford and ev~ntually 

terminates in Elgir. County . 

Althou3h the ~or~ine rises lo better t~an 1)0 feet above 

the ~.--;atert3 of Lnke Erie the action of LlG!e :::tnd '.'f'} ter h·::1ve "1;1'.~8 

it 1s grade a rather smooth transition 8 long ~ost of itAs lenght. 

Thus much of the moralne is not recognizable a~ a rldgu but 

more an inclined plsin . Howe ver in Harr1lcll and (:o:·1ard "Th~ 

Ridge '' a s i t is still called Jo~ally, has ret"linetl lVs sGeep 

slopes ftnd rollins 111113 . Tr1ls i s tr.e area ;rhlch L!1i.u ess:t,;-

Iiarw1ch to the F0\~3.rd Rot".d. ln Hm·:ard !:ll1d ·b\:!t• . .:een t b.e; fo:.trcr. 

and eighth co"!ces.3ions of the lake Erie Survey l.n H::.n:i~ich ar1d 

including a purt'Lon of the Tovrnline Run0 e . In Lhls st:ctlut! the 

Ridg i:l broacl ens into !l ever •·1iden1 1'1S pJ q t e·1?--l ru.a:!..··~eti o!' f by four 
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.iUd,3e •. 

Origin::>. lly :..; ub:ne rgcd 1Jy t.hc floort v::.'. ters left by ';h-:: 

fi rG t laud of Kent to 

..!tch~d- :""tlon~; the ridges mar k ing tr1~ vur.:.ous s t~gl)s of La~;; e 

~·:arrcn as lt rec~~ded to for!il the p-esant lak~:.; of Eri e t-'!1d 

arrm-rhe8ds o.nd. nl.t~erous pebbla t ools found s.lo~1g the h lll:..>. 

Fish ·,;oulu have teemad in the sh~l l o~·; ls 1~es trapp-::'1 0ct·,;e~n 

the ridges as plant ··m ~ ::mim0.l 11 fe rapicny rt!-P:.; t;n bl i .J~1ed 

then.:;elve~ on the : r'lr;n , rlch , 0 ravcll hill:; . The G:u'l11 1~1~ces 

\-:auld' gradu::.tlly silt in forming the grec.t~. Jr;a:rshs ~{hi ch la~ ·..: ~ 

sett'lars 1·;ould first avoid o.:K'i. !...hen ~ unqu•;r . 

7he e .1.rlicst Rid ge d~1ellers huntad tht:: ':luully ll'uS tiaao !l 

'11hose skele t.8 l rem3. lns are still f <.ntnd occo.s i. oiHJ 11~· ln the 

fla.ts • It' appenr~ t~~;, t t''"\es e pri'Tl1 '"1 ve hun Lar:·; .Ll'it~h L~ r tl:!d 

the great be.'lsts into at te tpt i.n0 ::-scapc.:; thrcu!f.h tha m· ·-h~s 

t 'l-:t:. 'tinter snd tiU(~ ~ecamc ~) ~ntcr1 e!lsi e r prey !.o ::111 . 

excavations at the Ind i an ' Fortrc:...;.::;' Hear Cle~:.~.rvill ~ . 1':1c 
I 
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:::o:;t uo:..cz::l L!"ihe h·~1t'.S t. ~ ~c ."'..~·t:io·.:aucl::~rotJ..: ·.-. 1~'>..:; 0 n:r nt.: t:;:a.t:;L • ., ...:~· 

0::.!1d fertile ~oil of ti~e ~.u:e~ c.s any f:J.rmer 'llill tell yo1.1 .• 

cousins : the Iroquo i:;; :.md Eurons , the Attio\'l'~.nd :.H'OLlS ~·: •.Jr~ 

furth~r e.dv:~nce~ ami developed in culture and soc:l:et;y a..> :.ell 

in the oki lls of hunting , fls~i!"'!g , husband :ry , agr"icultu re , 

't::l.rforc and weaponry tro.n e.ny other Grea t Lakes trl be . Their 

tro.dings in tobacco a,Jd flint ·,teaponry o.nd toolG , in •,;tich 

t~ey were eKpert artificers , sent runners and Lraders out 

uho returned \vi th tr~a:;ures of sh~lls ~nd ~.; t;one"' from both 

oc e!.:ln coasts as l·Tel l as the Gll)f of Hexico . The Attlowandaron 

empire s~retched along the north shorfr of Lake Erie RcroJs 

the tUagarinn Pennlnsula ar.d as far l!ast as Rochester , New 

York . In the \·teG t 1 t e:cte:nded •:1ell into lo~·rcr :·iichigan. 

It 1s northern n?.ishhour , tr.e Petun or Tobacco tribe of 

Georgian Bay paid annual tribute- to this poHerful nation 

Khilc t~e cunning Hurnns and fierce Iroquois respected but 

feare'l t"~-:cir cousin3 . The Ridge played c-~n important: role ln . 
tr.ls v'3.c;~ empire :H~ th~ m'1jor coastnl ro'.t t!3 . Several rr3jor 

~ralls r~n along t h d ridge , 0~8 of which connected Niagara 

to t'r)e Detroit River . The pr~s ent Fror.t 3lclge Ro::tc1 is p:1rt 

of tl,is early :roadN3.Y . Follm·ri!'l6 the heicht of l::> nd along 

tl-J3 sout'-~crn e~c;e of V le Rlclge pltttc'1u to avolcl the nuru~rous 

ffiars~es ~nd s~amps of the flats and lowl~nds, the road cont-

inued eastKardly to the ' Fortress ' near Clearville and on to 
! 

t~" ' Esrt~works ' at Southwold ~nd the imports nt flint beds 
( 
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t}i:1t t~·i.J 'trai.l survived 'tit'!ll into the Jn::~t eentury o.:.; o. ruetd 

R.lcl€';e Road in HarNich and those stretchs t.h'-lt the 'ful:"'~ot Sc.ceet 

( li\·:y . # J . ) fo l )O"'Ted in eastern Kent and Essex Couutie::; . 

fiuir.s of several small villoges have been lo~ated along the 

remaining trail . Tn 1640 , Jean de Brebeuf and Joseph ~.:arie 

Chaumonot , the Jesu it martyrs prob·::t bl~r trckec1 c) lorl.b t.'cls 

t'rflil on thei..r ' IUssion of The· Angels ' t;o La Notion l:k:utre 

vrhich the French had rJ.9L1ed the· At tim·mndBr'on tribe . Here 

;·Jere t'1e first wi1.i tes to set foot 1lpon tre ridge a·-; t.;~wy 

journeyed from St . Alexi8 ( Soutr1v1old e fl rtlworks ) to 3 t Joseph 

( near Chatham pre'lching a nd stopping at the r-> ruall villages 

along the ridge ~ 

Other trail 's also transversed the mora.in;._'! . Tr1o :a~,c1~ 

Ridge Road testifies to another tra 11 Hhich hugge d the nor~. h -

e r n edge of' the ridge , jo1ning up the morP. inl:J.nd villages . 

A maj o r village in Rondeau Provincial Park as ~·r~ll as t;·IO 

others on Big Creek in Ho·t-~ard were connected bJ st"nrcre..l tn-.il:.:; 

whib~ ttansversed the Ridge northardly to Nc Gregor Cre ek , 

the Thames , the Sydenh:::~m and eventually i.ak.:! Ruron . Bein,; 

sedimentary people they claa r 8d vast trAck~ of l ~ nd tb grow 

corn , squush , beans , tobacco '"lnd punpkin s i'ihich the~c r o8<)•.ray s 

carr ied· into the m3.jor towns a. long wi t"L th·.) ir trade 111 f l int 

and tobacco . The· eastern approach to t h e Ridge ~ts v-rell i:.l s 

~;·, ~ :' ..; -rtiJ e cornfields in t1-'!e Thames Vn.ll;.ey v1ac s o. f e euBrdcd 
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~rap w~rking the location of unusual remains found under the Front Ridge Road in 1972. 

~Drain placed 10 to 12 feet under the surface. 
:: area excavated by bulldoxers to assist the trencher in achieving rnaximun depth. 
o Stones in associa.tion with remains. 
~ Charcoal post holes 
~Gravel filled post holes 
0 Present maple trees 
• Hydro poles 
~ Fire places 
~Unusual square pits filled with small pebbles blackened ~dth charcoal and tar like 
()find of several Indian artifacts substance 
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SchelT'.atic of Front Ridge Road, Lot 18, \-test of Mull Side Road. 
- shoi'ling unusual remains and Indian fire places found 2 to 4 feet under the surface 
of the road bed during the 1972 construction on the road 
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1~~· tr:c ' Fortr<~·::s ' near Cle:-Jt"lllle . !io-..:e ver in 1650 t he :· :~u ta·r..~ l 

nation coll~p~cd as thejr f\~rce cous~n~ . th~ Iroquoi ~ a r~ed 

I 

~·Tith English anrl Dutch guns fir:::t· o.nnihilaten thE: Hurons und 

then l.urn~d th~ir vcnge:1ance on the Att1ow::u;darons . After 

a f iet·ce ~~tr1J.e;g:le the ~:eutr~ls succun:b~d to t,t,e Iroq11oi:.:: ' 

superior 'lreaponry and 'ITere ~·;iped from the face of the earth. 

Although now coppletely emptied of people the Iroquois did 

not resettle th?. area but left it as an open hunting ground 

Ni th \·TEmd ~ring bl'\hd s of hunters being 1 ts only occupants . 

The major Neutrol road\'T8ys ~·rere kept open by tres c 

~·1:1!10 cring bands bl:.t the vast open cornf1 eld s of the Neutrn ls 

slO\'ily re t'lrned· to the prirraeval forest. So vast lf:ere some 

of these clear\ngs tha t white settlers were able to take 

advantege · of these breaks in the bush o.s John Gibson Nould 

nearly one hundred' and fift~' years afte r their o.t-...andonment . 

Only French and 1 'l ter British f u r trad crs vTould trudge along 

the Ridge trails in search of beaver which thrived in the 

":'arshy bush . Not until t~e late 1790 ' s did s ettlers begin 

t;o tra v·el o.long the ancient l\·cutra l tr.~ Us of ~he Ridge to 

new homes 1n the west~ Few dared to venture deep into the 

rr.arshy nood s [J':Iay from t:;he old trail •.-rhich ~,; q,a then called 

the Lo·::cr Rid ::z;e Ro~td hut presently called t r.e Front Rid£e . 

·' ',1hile settlement progressed r Dpidly o.long t ile ~ ~orcs 

of Lake Erie ::tnd th~ banks of the Th~rres , the .iUdge r e mained 

empty clue to t '-1c den:>e and 1~tild primevo.J forest in the south 

portion of Hart..-ich Nhlch included the :lidge . So forbidding 

and forlorn wss the region that it earnedlthe title and 

.,..,rn. V tion of ' The Ten Hile Bush ' even. thpugh the forest >'lOS 

~ 

o~c continuous stand nlong tr.e lake . 
. ,. 
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to !=\.>ilJl,c"; CW /. fl! . ,; t " . 
h ide them from t~e Rdve.ncing . Aner1can ~.rmy . Locr-.1. :·l]i'·icl .l 

o.s ilell ss troRe ~ent out by the Talbot Sr.ttl~ ~rh.)•;t •· .u ·t ::' ·::.· 

One of these battles 1-"/as loc:=tted ju.3t east of tl •.: C;:.1 !-: ! ' " I.lne 

on thP. Front i1idc3e Road ~·:here ~ nuncer o:: co.! i ! IOn ln ll .; 

uncovered . . 

After the vnr the first pioneers of the ~ldg0 ~ rr: ~~d 

and establish their home3 . A La.te United Empir:-: loy~l l ~; t. 

named John Gl t>son arrived from Salem , !·1 ':\ ~3nchu :=(· t t~: ~ill.:!. 

built e.n inn along the LowAr fUdge Roa.d . CuJo ne l T .. ,_:ho ~ ' r:; 

roqc} Alons LD.ke Erie ,hqd peter ed out j 1.1~:t p8 r; t ~!orp~:.:r d ~.i.e 

to t'-1e Ten ;·!i le· Bus h a nd thr Clergy rt: s•:rves i n E:t r~~ie t · .• 

Therefore the i ncrear. ins tr.,_ffic de toured at r·!rn· pr-! th <t ··.>:"!:• 

the Lower Ridge RoRd which became referr~d to a~ th~ U~~o~ 

Talbot Soad , until Talbot Roa d proper could ue .f. il; 1-:•c1 ltJ ;:.lf"'\ .i.. r . 

in a~lclp:h . This provl~ec Gibson ·:Tith D f :!irJy Go cd ! i 'i.i·.c_~ 

t.,vern C-9 st of G 1 b30IJ ' s . .. ... .. . -- ... . 

e of being on the· northern trail Lo Ar!"oll1 ' * itlll on l: b~: 'lr,; .lu- :3 

.... 
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lrm!{eepcr named Danie l ';o.rliule t-tir.hi~~~; to pror.i~ 0 ~1 t:-t '::; north 

est'lhli shed his in,'l nor._h of L::..mliert ' :..; 011 t.r (' c-orner of l~he 

~'-n oll1 Incli~m tr~il . Thuti "by 1320 ~;h , ~ ;.1tl..!s for the future 

~u~m'Jni tl~8 of th0 Front ::lid~c . T:::.·u~' ~nd !1ushton ' ::; Curr.e.c ::; 

h'J.rl b~t1!1 pion.Jcre..:i 1-Jy thc::;e- cnterpl::;in.s; buGlrlCS:> rPcn . 

Hui·iw.:r:!r the ax!..! :.:.md plou0h ,.1ero q u 1 ck to follO\·: in th~ 

persot~S of John Toll and G~or3e :·1ayu.a.~..·d . Th~ 'l'olls t-ooic land 

3ettling ii1 :Im-1ard tJo,.cth of Lambart' s ou t;he Townline \•ihlle 

hi::; brothers Duncan and Hol>ert settled north or the Rid~~ . 

Thus seve.cn.l ~le::tr lngs bep:a n tu open np in the Tor. ::11e 3uGh 

as pioneers arri veu end ro::l.d s weJ·e opened and ltr.peoved . 

:ip co 1820 . t h e Upper rralbot .. toad w~s th~ ma jor artery 

ln Gou ther-n Ha.rwicll but .J.t tr . • t Cl r.r.o Talbot iload proper "tll;JS 

f inttlly pu::;hed ucro..;s t he tmm~~h l p to Ju.c '{horn ( Cedt-tr 3 pring.3 ) 

in· Ralei~h .. P.owever· traveller~ still preferr0d t he drie.c 

D.li.d :no1·e frequet1ted Upp~r Talbot to the !tur:;!'ly and desolate 

Lower Talbot or Old Street as it wus locally ualled to dis -

tlnquish lt from t~e ro~dway on Lhe Ridge . At the s8rnd time 

tl1e ToHnll nc ilClS resurveyed and \;9rk commenced oc1 til~ \;~:all 

t o ;:Ja1{~ 1 t pasGable ~o t ha t · the grain could :r~:::ach Arnold ' s 

ralll ncar !!ov1ard Bridge ( Kent Bridge ) ou ~ Utt:: Tc1ames . It 

would t~~e til 1829 to accomplish this ta s k . Meanwhile tho 
. 
( . . .. 
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':..o ~~ ... ~~-w ri. . • Ci (;u,J.->v}iJ:.:ti;e .;'"~ttl-·h;;nl in .; ;,,lt..a~.cn 

from th~ 1-1e:::; c' in to Ear:' l ch •:1he.r~ ti1~ surveyors Luok &.cl..:~n t -

!Jt;e of th~ :Udge .. Fullowing \;he Uppe.1· Ts:llbot oac.t fO.J.' GL 

s'r1o.ct· stretch , they swlmg the Hiddle .aoati. nor .,h ~lon0 ::he 

C~ntre Line to the trail along the northern edge of Lhe 

ridge·. In ~11s manner the· new road \'IOUld' not parnllel th~ 

Old Street ( Talbot Read proper )' too clo3ely . 'fhe ~:iddla 

Road then smn1g to the· east n.nd fo) lmr·;:)d t'-;e trail c3 lled 

the Upp~r Rid.p:e Road ithich today ls knovm as the 3ack rildgtJ . 

The ne\'i road cross eel the Townline u t CarlislE:: • s Inn ~·rL ich 

would have pleAsad ol~' Daniel with this ne~ dource of 

potentinl customers whlch ~ould follow . Contlnuln~ on into 

i!ot•1ard the :'riddle :'ioad img0 ed l;he nvrLherr. ride;e un~il Crfot'd .. . 

FollO\'ling tne surveyors ;.;erl.:! Ed\'iard P~ lwer ami rtlex :·ia rsit , 

both froFl I·~orpeth ;.rho in 132J pionc~r~d -chc 31 te 0!' •• ol'lard 

Ridge ( Rldgeto:m ) eas L of C·1rlislc ' s on the 11e·,.; i'·!idule Jo;;~.d 

wh\ch retained the n~me of the Upper Ridge lo\;cilly . In th~ 

same year ale hard Rush i-on r'lrr 1 ved f rorJ ?·:o'.~a Scot L1 tt1. kl ng up 

l"'nd on lots 7 & 8 in Hov1ard along '"he 'l'o\'~nline just aGcro~·-; 

from Carlisle ' s Inn. Two ye<-Ars la t~r in 182; ::is family 

arri veu 1ncludic16 his three :3on.; ; Jer ... !'J1 .i.uh , Oney Cl!ld ._i;;. ·•-.! ..., 

ly after .. !Ia.J.ling from i·:o·va Scotia they ·{~.ce the des~,;enu.~~ u ts 

of tjlli 1't:~c1 Empire Loyalists Nith tl!cir a:nc·~.!;tr,l b....l3icully 
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Rush tu1. ' s Co1.·ne.co 

1 . Resld enc~ of Jc.tmcs R.u8ht;on 

2 . ll~:H>ldeil~e- of OnBy Rushton 

J.;. :les idence: of :.>qui1·e 1'1c Cully 

4 . 3esiaenc~ of Jeremiah Ruahton 

5 ~ ~ite of log school 

6. Sit~ of brick school 

7. Residences of the Fe~cey brothers 

8 ~ Residence of John Mills 

9 . Daniel Ca~lisle's Inn 

10. Residence of Robert Barnes 

11 . Site of Tho~s Barnesr peppermint mill 

12 . Residence of E. Venecy 

A The· Rushton Cemetary 

B' The i'11li tary Reserve •. 



iiel~h Hi th :.>orne ln<.l io.n blood . ilicmird ' s i;ale!.i of ~he ~~·.-1 

l'"tnd to b~ had , t1ot only attractc:d his sons but murt;y of hi3 

~ova Scotian neighbours of Loyalist' bacxgrounds also . John 

i·iills ,. E .. Venecy ,. Squire Nc Cully and the tvw Fennaccy brothers 

quickly followed and' helped to establish the thriving farm-

ing community called Rushton ' s Corners rather than Car-lisle ' s 

since the inn !tad closed for some· unknm·m reason and Daniel 

moved .. Interestingly , Squire i\~c Cully ' s brother Jonathan 

vtould later be a Father of Confederation in Nova Scotia 

Hhile the son of John fUlls would become the Honourable 

David Hills . . Ar1oti.1er ltlteresting event of 1825 was the 

marriage of Jane Gibson , born 1807 , daughter of John Gibson 

of the Upper. T.albot :aoad to Abraham Holmes , bo.cn 1797 , son 

of Hugh Kolmes of north Harwich who Nould later ba the 

parents of Dr •. 'l'ecumseh Holmes of Chathum. 

rn 1826 , the site of the town of Blenheim W:lS pioneered 

oy John Jackson who took up lots on ei tl1er siu e of the Upper 

'i'albut Road near the intersection of the Com!Ilunication and 

i:•fiddle Roads . Later J'acl(son ~.-Tould be a prominent figure in 

the to\'l'n ' s his tory . However for the next ten or s o years , 

as the three villages of =·~orpeth , Blenheim and' Hm-1ard Ridge-

( Ridgetown } which triangulated the Ridge grew no new settlers 

establ\..shed themselves upon the ridges . The reputation of 

the- Ten Hile Bush as >-1ell as the prospects of cheaper and 

easier ·cleared land further "irest ' dre-..T ~11 ne~-1 comers a:'iay 

from the district . However the Ridge did not stagn~te but 

on -che c-ontrary tme· pioneer families alr~ady established 

progressed rapidly . Each year more land ,·Nas cleared as sons 
~ ,. 
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fields of grain ;·;~::-ei ntbrconnecteu by b~tter roads o.s the 

old routes ·.·H:!re improved 'Ni th tho ceoovu.l o!' s c1;;;;p3 nnd the 

construction of corduroy brldges and ro:l.dbed::; . Nt:~'~ :coact::; 

were opened up along the concessions while tlte II.:.lr·:;lch fuse -

l'ine· and the Howard Road ·.·1erc also opened . 'rhe .l·!arsh Road 

( the present I·!'ull Slderoad ) was al::;o laid out :.Aud partial

ly opened but the marshes on the· Ridge m'=lde it' of little 

use· in joining the district with new settlement:.; north aHd. 

south of the Ridge . A stage coach run bet~·;een ~'lorpeth and 

Chath~ m, joining the ousy Tal hot Road. ~ettlemcnt with the· 

grmrlng toun at th~ For!<s , was started and exp:lnded rapidly . 

Following the Upper Talbot Road from Morpeth it made atops 

at' Lambert's .. Gibson ' s and Blenheim at which point it turned 

north along the Communlcation Road towards Ch:::~.thc.m . ~a t!1 

the coming of the stage lines regttlElr rnai l deliver~· develop-
-

ed . Norpeth received a. post office to ser'IC the surrounding 

district but the f\ren proved too lar3e . To r·emociy thl3 a 

second post ' office was established at Gibson's Inn to s~rvice 

the Ridge . It••s officl-il title being the :far~·tlch-HmoJard PoGt 

Office , Western District~ Upper Canada . 

In regards to the agriculture 8lotll7) t h B Rhl~o tht! 

farms \'I ere reported to equal or C'Jrp.·lsc tho.:t:: of any o t,ht)r 

sectioa in the councy. In 13JJ , Ja:nes Ruddl\.! , rJ. vi~..;i tor to 

the di!:;trict \·lrotc an acco'J.nt of the crops grv~,·~~ <..1lOL1¢ th~ 

Ridge . . Large fields , soe1e up to forty rl.<;res , of ··•l"' ·.~ r~ t , rje , 

corn , barley , oats , pc:J.s , "tJco.ns , po":at'oe s. ~tt., l turnips ucr~ 
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it greu very ~·;ell . Ruddle ~·laG !10t the onl:,' unc to ~1ote t!ic 

bounty ~nd. pros peri Cy of tho area for o. year e·arliei· u :;oun.?; 

lng the diotrlct . 

J ·:me'! ln 1 CJJO to sec!< a bet tcr life <;:.t!d. ne•.·: ho·~ .. -: fo1· iii:.; uirlo~:-

of the Rhlge . Alo113 the B::.u;}· £Ude5~ on the Upr.~= R! de;~ J.oaQ 

from cialuria . Here , he told hi ::; i.i'Jt '· .~r , ~hJ~ c oulll :,o.,,·e 

fruit ?-l1d fRrmG like tho;.;e of Ir~l3t1i . a~~ ... -· .~i.. .. ' : 1, :.:c:.t lv:,' 

ThuG 1 n 1f3J'' , .• ~=::. ~1131 tsh \·rl th two of h ,' r t. :-:, .1.' ::c :ions ~ 

. • , I 
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for t,\1r· ir n,, .. ~~u·::~:, "-· I ~I..; 
. , . , . ,.. !:u:;E, \lC . t.,:! ..::l . ' ' .. tiv~ - ·· . . J.(,c• .. . . ......... ,. 

i'or Lho C:~u:m :Lands an:l Cle.cgy TI~serves. to ~; l 1u f:.uut r •• 

ThcJ estaolished th1.:1lr co:nmutll t;y wi.ich becaiJ.~ ki!C' .. n -. .. s 

oOOJ. drai!"..uge ~Jould oe u::>sured •· Tcch!'liC~tlly they were no~ 

:rish but ~eJ onged to the Scotch-Irish stoci: of Ul~:ter hn.·ri!-.g 

enmigra terl th~re from F lf0shi re in 3co tlsnd nf \;8r:- the s.c~a i; 

Civil ·.-rar- in '2:llt-;1 and. . T(Ji~od ore Rouse ;.rel t lo. ter ::.; CL'. t~d Lit d; 

t~is r"lce of stro:n6 , upright ~nd resolute lndivid'.:Jl.-; . ~·t·'ls 

one ot; tht} best' fit ted people to conquer ~: :f• ;j ilde~n..:!G-3 and 

hold it . Their devotion to educ::1.tion , re11 g1on t·cnd co :;,ur.·-

ity l l fe drove t~em to establish chJrchas an~ schools ~~~ra 

ever they 3ettled. True to form thes~ ScoLch-Iri~h fa~lli~~ 

set· to- \·lork c onstructing a l0g school at the n.orL:l<2!:.l.i L c•)rn-

er of the caseline and the Upper Ridge Ro•-t.d. on. th8 land. ~~ t -

tled by Andrc~i Leslie . His brof..;bers in l fnJ: AndreN ::~.nrt 1-:il-

lip.m Jr . settled furt~1er tt:es t at t : z corn ~ r..; of th'! ·~a:.c:.h 

r:0r t;~ along the i·~arsh Road und the t-ruckles lou:t t.l r..z; O!'l. ::i ·.:.: 

Cer-~tre Ridge . 

The Leslie scrool in the fi r~t "JeD.l' of L.h:! ,:;e t; tleme 1t' 

the· fi'!:'st scllool est'11)1l::::hcd for L!-:e cnti1·c di:.;trlct:. . 
I 

Stud e!1.ts s t tended from th.:! U1-per , Centre aucl Lo\'1~1' aidze 
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to~i11 in :: o\'.'f.\.:.'c.l . Thi ~ s c huol ul:>rJ tCCO.!..O.Dt0(~.9 !;ed c.mJ in<.; luu·~cl 

:nents for t.hc next t\':elve years d~splte u shurp rlvil-:;_ry ,,.;hic!1 

The English::; pl:1nted orch:-trds ~·1it l1 frui t; t reestoc}: ":ni ch 

• they h::\d c-=trifully 'brou3ht from Irela~1d us :·1ell as the ti r:; t 

cedar hedges in the co,nt~' . Tne y~ar n.ftcr t~ei t• r;:·ri val 

Jane English b~came a gr:Jndmother Hi th th~ hir i;h of Ja,T:~~., 

Le::;llc to Andre~'1 and :·::J. c-yJtlne . He •:.a.:> tl-: z flrst \·:hlte child 

to h~ born on the Ridge ;.-l nd so b0<.;<3 me t·he prich: a n.i jo~· of 

the settlement . ever t:H~ next fc·.·• yea1·s ;.![)~j~.-ted by l:c1e 

Indi~ns , these Scotch- Irish settlers learn~d about s~~=ona.l 

plan t:\.ng , tappir13: f~aple trees ';Ti t h homeJr:ad~ ~·IOoden huckc ts , 

hunting gane and the uses of native medici r'"il herbs Hhile 

the settl ement. prospered •. 

i•ieam;hlle alor13 the Upper Tal 'hot aoad thtngs i-Tere s I; ill 

progressing \'lell . . In 18J4 Reverend vlilliarrr Proud foot of the 

Unite~ Secession Church of Scotland ( Presbyterlqn ) visit-

ed and preached in t~e district . He stqyed at Gi bson ' s Inn 

which he described as a very plain log h ou se of several rooms 

wi tr a stable· \ihich provide{! most comfortable occom:noda tions 

f'or man or heast on the road . He· noticed a gre·:d~ S>'i<Hnp be -

hind the inn ., paralleling t~e Front Ridge ':Thich uft~r sun-

set produced a dense white fog which blanketed the area be-

t-.·•.een the Front and Back Ridges . He also .. report'ed th::... t o. 

r 
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of ti-;e marsh to 8-id ln it • G d.r~. int'tN! 3-s pol;ent.i.~1 ft4L':n land 

nnd to pcrtnl t the cornplc t.lon of the ;.!<l.rsh Road ac_·os:::: tll~ 

Rld~e . ThiS dratn i~ still' in usc althou~h greatly enlarged 

and sli~htly altered by modern means . 3everal st8ge lines 

r.o·.-; opera t:ed he t>·Jcen f{orpeth and Cha l.ham and points beyond. 

This resulted in several net-1 rival stage cor-tch stops being 

established east and west of Gibson ' s . To counter this a 

frame building of he~nry timbers (which is still standing) 

was c onst'ructed 'besida Glbcon to accommodate ntoge passengers 

during the ctop over . 

Mrs . Anna Jameson , ano~her· visitor· to the srea in 

1837 .. did not· thjnk as ~ighly of Lambert ' s Inn as Proudfoot 

h~d of Gibsmt ' s •. She- described Lambert' ' s as a crude build -

1.r.pc of logs consisting of only one room 'tlhich 't~as lightea 

by only R sjngle Nindoi'T at one· end . At the other end she 

stated that a lodgir:g or sleeping pl"'lce had beer; divided 

off by so:ue planks from the common room . The horses and 

lives tack ~1ere housed together in a shed of ba rtr sH1d boughs 

"V:lth the hollm·r trunk of a tree acting as a vnter trough. 

Sh~ ho~:ever being from a earlier settled and further advanced 

district , found the srea quite primitive and the ro~ds 

i'mpas:::::P3ble .. Fortunately others did not agree 'tii th Hrs . 

Jar.~eson ' s viel'r of t he Ridge as a ne\·1 ~tmve of settlers arrived . 

In 1837 Robert Sarne~ arrived ; ta1cj r.g land ne'-'l.r his 

former Novn Scot ian neighbours vl'ho welco.ucd him as nno ther 

sturdy Loyalist' pioneer .. The· follov:ing y~ar Elijah and [•!oses 
l 

:.:·ncombe urri ved rej n"forcinP" t""'e Irish Set tlC"metJt nlonf; the 
f 

r 
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:3~c( Jiug...: . I11 18J9 . Jo!-".n HidJey pu1·ch~~2t1 -:'G? acres of 

~o:..1d sic:ce £\ftcr the ~·!ar of 1812 . An American n:lmecr Is!..:ac 

~\·mrthout 'trriv~o from Troy , N~w York C4Dout tr.e the .a.~.u.c:! 

time and . c st~blisheu a sawoill near the sam~ corner to 

exploit" this still heavily ttmberod area . ITe ctlso took the 

lioerty of· rensm'ing the old Lambert~ 1nterGcction to Troy in 

h1)nour of his old homcto'ITn. In 1840 Peter Spings tee11 pur-

ch:.:lsed 200 :lcr~s just' eo.st of '!'roy follo•.;ed by Alex la.i~d 

in· l(H!-2 • .. :!;o settled on· the sixth concession or the Lower or 

Spring Rid~e Ro3d as it came to oc callcn 9ftor t~e orl01n~l 

Lo•·wr Jidge or Upp~r Tal bot Ron.d chnnc-;ed i ":G r~· me to th=-t t" 

of t~e Fro~t nidge . 

Neaiv:.-hile in lflhl , David s . Bald...-1:-1 had il'.rrcha:;cd 

Gib::>on ' 's li.m a.s •-;ell as the surrouudin~ 100 ::lCT0~ frcJm the 

Crm·m. The farm ,. tavern 3.ml the ?.un·Jlch-Ho:;ard. Post o.~.·:ic~ 

·Here opera ted by his son Sa:mr:uei ~·;hi le ht::! Sl.lcces~full:; con-

t1nued to run his chain of five Inns G.long the Talbot ilo"ld 

in Orford And Ho\·rard . 

While thi~gs were pro3rcssing nlong the Front Ridge. 

a regular fP-'..td hatl bro~ren out bet\·ieen the Nov3. 3co t-l~.w Lo.ral-

i:>ts of Rvshton ' s Corners and ' ~he Scctch-Irish of the .28cl: 

Ridge . . This hos ti li ty was fHr~her a 0griev:1 t~r'J by t:,,.~ s ro1·1 -

rivilary between the devclopi~~ town~hipc of Eowurd· and H~~~ia~ . 

rrl lllh J the !lush ton se ttloL1d!'l t helrJ a ccr•ool !'O i:>i'ng bee and 

constructed a log builc 1ng on the northe9.st corner of tl1c-
. 

Bacl{ Ridge !load and the Toh'nline ou Jqcob :l1J.sh Lon's f~rm • 
. · 
~ .. . 



other pr.o::ninen t . ci tizon:; .. They then ~; pli t their ~e ction o'!"f 

the old LesJie school section to tr.e annoyance of the 3:lck 

Ridge . A ficrcP. r1vllary d~vclop~"d rapidly he~'l:cen the 

leslie School , S . S . 9 6, n~rwich und Rus~ton School , S . S . # 7. 

Hownrd which stood only u mile awBy . 

Irr the same year th~ ftrst tm·mship. maeting WlS h~ld. 

in t,he ne\>r Rushton school marking the bosinnir·ag of local 

r::nni~ipal t;overnme.nt •in Ho·.mrcl Tmmship. Chri~tophe·r Arnold", 

the ..,:ell knm·m Tha.mes miller 'l:as chairman . George Duck nnd 

Job.n '.-lllliams ~·1erc elected District Councillors ·.-;hile Thomas 

Rnshtor. \·I!H> elcc ted cler~': , Richard R1tsht:on ; ascesor~ and 

Wfl l iarn Gheldon ; collector . 

The Honourable David Mills who attended both these events 

l~tcr taught Rt the Rusht~n Gchool but went on to higher 

edl,;.C;;Jt.ihrl ond politics •. P.c became t;h~ f~::-st supe;-intcr.dent"' 

of" puhliC school~ in- Kent Count;>• for Ho· . .;.:u·,l cl!1'~ Orford town-

d efi nc· t;·w nortl.'fjas t bouu::l81'Y of Ontario . Elcc ~.~o. co _!:;he _ 

provincial assembly in 1864 , he cunt:.inu~u· illS political c!.l:reer 

o~~cl by 1378 he h'3.d served as ~he r•:inis ter of Ju~ vice r as 'IJell 

a.::; the :·a:nis te.c of Th~ Inter lor for Alexander f'!c Kenzi o . 

?.e ht)ld o. parllar:1entary seat frorr, 1882 -.,o 1396 at. which time 

he ~as a appointed to the Se~a te . A year later he was r~de 

a Justice of the Su.i>rame Court of Canada . 

~ith the new township administration firmly ~utablish-
1 

ea ~ the council set aside t'V-Ielve :1cn~s albt1¢ the Back Ridge 

.. 



fo:r lucul luiliti..:A . 

t}i~hteen cu1d forty five to nssemh~t: at l~nst · onca n year for 

tr~ini1~ and drills . ~owever tht5 unnu~l ritubl occurre~ 

only once or twice o~'1 ~his ml.ll. tary re3crve ;o;hich re:n.3.incd 

a \1Ccdy fl ~ld for scv~ral d.:!cO.de:> . 

;.~eau,..hlle at Troy Issac S· . ..-art.hout· had prospered ar.rl 

~aw cuvt1ng the luooer Hith an up und dm·m motion :;ince the 

crirculur sa~; i'lad not yet; bec!1 inv~ntcd . For many yaars it 

l'f&S the larcr;est ' steam opc:cated s~Nrnill in C~U(l.da . Luuber 

cut at this mill •,-;as u::;ed in t!'1e coLJstructlon of tr.t.u1y of the 

new frame houses which \'icre replacing the old log nome.:; . 

In· 184J , John Rid ley built .. ~ nc•tl fra:na howe entirely of Tulip-

\'food as did" John riills and Jacob Hu.;hton wh o .1sed !:io2l<l •,;nlnul; 

ih th~ir homes , all of ·.-rhich arc s ~ill s t.and ing . .3ald\·lin 

also bought lumber to build a ne;.·; t;a·.r~rn ~'li'tich ls al ... o ' till 

standing . The business at Swarthout ' s mill soon a:;t;rc:lcted 

more people to Troy \·rh1ch gre~ at a s t a:rtling :ro.tc . At:. o~'1e 

point it surpassed the villages of !·~orpeth und :Clenhetm. 

Sam Lambert ' b'iJilt a l al::ge nci'l frame hotel u.nu opened a Cooper 

shop for t:1e r'!anufac tnl'd of barrels . . 'rlllllauJ !lid :!.t::y o!)t'!1e::l 

n Blacksmith shop wh~le Sylvester Jacobs establl3hed his Shoe 
• 

shop nearby •. The Filby ' s op13n1:1u ~l store but l.J:y 1851... , it nuci 

been renovated and ·.-1a :> used as a school Rnd churl!h . The ln~lux-

o~ ne~r people had r equired a third ochool to loc_,t in 'l'roy 
I 

\'lhlch rcsul ted 1 n ti1c &.ppe<::.rance of two "~": tP.CJ.cher5 : hr . 
I 

Robdo.r and John 'Finneg·m who built. homes 1n the village u:-> 

many were doing . This school was knoM1 a.; ti . s . ~ . ,; 1 , Enr·;,., ~ch 
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THE VI:r..LAGE of \•lEST FAIRFIELD 

1. Present Troy Church - demolished 1970 

2 . l1ethodist Parsonage 

3. Cooper Shop owned by Sam Lambert 

4. Residence of Peter Tonuk 

5. Residence of Jas Craig 

6. Swarthout residence 

7. Residence of Mrs. John Steward 

8. Swarthout Office and yard 

9. Filby's Store - later used as a school and a church under Mr. Wade 
(minister) 

10. Lambert's Hotel - later used as a General Store 

11. Teetael residence 

12 . Residence of William Watson 

13. Shoe Shop owned by Sylvester Jacobs 

14. Residence of Jas Woods 

15. Residence of Mrs. Betts - later a hotel operated by l4rs. Burk 
- also contained the 'Fairfield' post office , 

store and a boarding house. 
16. Residence of William Ridley 

17. Saw 1-till owned by Issac Swarthout 

18. Residence of Cyprus Thatcher 

19. Residence of John Smith 

20. Residence of Jas Magee 

21. Residence of Mr. Robear 

22. Residence of Mrs . Holley 

23. Residence of Jno Richards 

24. Residence of Luke Remnington 

25. Residence of John Rernnington 
I 

~ 
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THE VIU.AGE of \'lEST FAIRFIELD 

26. Residence of Mrs. Liddy Watson 

2:7 . Residence of John Finnegan 

28. Blacksnrl.th Shop owned by \·lilliam Ridley 

29. Residence of Joseph Scraf 

30. Residence of Henry \·lilsher 

31. Residence of David \•Iatson 

32. Cheese Factory owned by the Clarb 

33. Residence of Robert Watson 

34. Residence of Sam Lambert 

35, Steward Residence 

A The Swarthout S~~ll Yard - covered over 10 acres 
- employed 35 men plus teamsters 
- exported via Nortrr~ood Stat ion 

or the Morpeth Dock. 

:a. The 'rlilson Farm· 

c. The Stinson Farm-

D. The Johrr Ridley Farm 

)6 . Post offi c e ( still St&nding) 

37 . Residence of J ohn Ridley ( still st:mdiu0 ) 

( 



i \;..; firG t servica::> in the old Gto:ce under t~e g 11ldance of 

:ie·.r~:ccnd A. ~·i . 'iisduell ln 1654 •. P1·io.c \;0 i.:1JlS 1:1 crek of OV;,;l.' 

tt-senty miles was necessary over ro•>gh l'OO.ri::: co 1·eoch tha Ur1 i t -

eu Fresbyt\:)rian Church on ~/ellington ..>tree'.; '\.n CLatbam which 

IU3ny of the fai th.ful accomplished regularly . rl. 11e· ... po:.;:; office 

was established at Troy to ser7icc the urea since ltG populac -

ion had climbed s toadi ly . The Swar~:1out G~H::ui 11 hetc a :;en 

acre yard which was filled to capacity with piles of logs 

hauled in "l:>y sled du.:·lng t~e ;sinter from tho SI.4J.'rour£ding 

bush •. The mill eroployeci o;rer thirty five rtcn -v:'~ich did. no t: 

include the· t~Jamsters who huulcd the SCi'iln lutlber oy ";lagon 

and sled to Korth•~ood Gtat.iocl and the ··:orpt:th D0ck for' export . 

The· mlll ho11ever ·~·Tas nlso kept b'J.sy . :<1 t:1 D s cadJ· locul demand 

for lUlober with all the new harms a nd bar;w bt::in- put up •. 

The Troy r::a t l ron tnto problems l'iheo a second Troy post 

office \•sas found to exist neE\r Toronto . Thar~!·ore t:t t avoid 

confusion the post.:Jl name was changed to ?'airfie~d ·.1hich a 

fc···I ye:trs later proved to 'be as troubleaoiJe since t:-:f:!rc al

rendy existed a Fa1rfi~ld ru~:;t office· neflr Br~ntfora . In 

an at.tc::~pt to settle the mtl.Lt n· , th~:::~' crang~(~ t~e n~mc t0 

'tle::; t Fair fi el<l but .nlx up::; continued to plnp;ue c:h~ m£;1.11 . 

Finally t 11e n~m0 Ridley, artar on~ of t~!e olae:o~t pton.:!.::r!.nb' 

faulill~s, was chos~n for tiLe..: ;rill·.::.gc ~l::i • .. ell ::1:; ~."·• • .t-'v..,l; office 

and th!..; remained the munc untll ti tt:l pusi ;uff1c..:: cl0ci~<l :·ih•H• 

it reverted back to t he 01 -t:..1 n:.'l.:!. Troy . 

,. 
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'i'h~ ~lr:..lr~ce f'a ::tlly opened a chec8·~ factor:; ln Tro:; c..:; 

u::i llc could not be consu:ned . For 3.·,;~1ile Lambert's !iotel 0 o t 

competition from the• Burt Hotel which was opened by a Mrs . 

Burt ·.·f'lo a] so op~ra tec.l a st(;re , boc.rding hou:;c :.:n1'l t :h~ po3 t· 

office all from the 3amc· l.~:1.r.:;e frnme building . latabert:s 

hm·Tever closed their· hotel about 1880. Converted to a general 

store the building continued to serve the coummunity although 

it' exch~nged hands several times . 

The Hcthodists under Revl!rend Graham v:ere able to build 

a brick church and parsonage about 1870 in Troy . The Pres 

byterians then moved their services to the Rushton School 

since it ll:J.s closer co the largely Presbyterian B~1ck Ridire . 

The village peaked at :·tell over three hundred residence and' 

co1 tin1.1ed to thrive u:1 t t 1 J.fter the· turn of the· century . 

;·Ieanwhile t'1e feud be! 'fleeu Rushton und Leslie Schools 

had not cooled but va1re fur:.:her inflamed by the Troy School 

\'fhich sided ~·rith Rushton .. Regular battle:::> uith stic1t::s and 

stones occurred ~etween the three schools at· noon hours aad 

recesses in a gulley along the ::>ixt'1 coucession \>thich was 

a'Oout in the middle for all three . And!·e·tr English concerned 

for the \-lell be j n3 of che scud en ts le"'.sed one acre of land 

~o che Ridge Community for ten shillings per annun un wi1ich 

to bulld a new school . , Th~s ln 1850 a new white frame school 

hou-5~ 1ras bullt nt- the corner of the r·:ull Sidcroad ( the old 

r~rsh Road ) and the Back fiijge ro~d · placing the old school 

a fair distance from its rivia.ls . It' reta~ned the nurabel! 

S . S . # 6 , Far•ttlch ~ut chqngcd' its name to Epglish ' s School 
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THE VILLAGE of niE FRONT RIDGE 
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Stables operated by Stage Coach Stop 

Shed 

Chicken Coop 

Maple Sugar Hut 

Private Residence 

Shoe Repair Shop with Pri vate Residence 

Tavern owned by John Gi bson - later the Stage Coach Stop 

Inn operated by the Baldwins 

Blacksrrci th Shop 

Private Residence 

An English-German style Barn 

A double corn Crib ,with Tobacco Loft 

The Front Ridge Cerneta.ry 

The Great Swamp 

The Lower Swamp 

The Corral 

' Chicken yard: 

Village Garden 

Haple Trees 

Black Locust Trees 

\'Tells 
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In tht:r en:.>ucirlg yc:-tr::; maY1y net·: ~ettl•.:z·s arrived r'illing 

in the gaps and replaclng tho old plonoering families . ?~ilip 

Ridley . !·~ajor Conr2.d Ro•.-re , ~Hllicuo Stimwu, .doucen ::attice, 

Sum TcdfurJ , Hobert Cevelund and Jarn~s Pickering ~~e ortlj a 

fe~t of th~oc ne•.•r arrivals . By 187J there ·r~cro crJOUt£i1 farmc 

producing large acrea,3es of grain that · i•lartln a11d .:1-braharo 

ieennedy who \-:ere· professional threshers settled on t!1e Front 

Rld.:;e Road .. A black8~1 th and u shop repair shop as .·:ell as 

s ·everal 1113~..- homes \'<ere· b'ui ld near B~Jl:iw i "1S forrnl r..g ths nucleus 

of the Front rtidge Cow~unity . 7he 8tage coach still ran 

regulRrly from f{orpeth to Chath9.m carrying the mailr; Hut r10t•t 

it \'lent ::'I. long th~ Talbot Rot:d to E~ tonvill e anJ. froru t:1.::re 

up the To~\"nline to Troy since the portion of the ?ront Ridtie 

Road between l·lorpe t~1 aml Troy had h8en. obli tero. ted by t!!~ 

•nod ern surveys . The 3.id6e prosperel.1 i.·ri th an eveJT it' ~re:;.sL·Jg 

farming community ns 1·1ell us light j n-.iu.; trl e::; . A pottc;ry 

the i1ull Sideroad on the Front ?.idg~ Ro&.d clos;' t o the com-

IL.unity by that p..ame . In 1882 :·:8 j •)r Conrad Cluv.:e oper ... ed tis 

3rick and Tile facto:cy on the !!aseline . Interastitl&l.Y :::.1jo.r: 

Sa t:::tlion rni'ttntry of tho COUi1ty of ~{t3nt ;:~ili tic; .• 

e Erick schooT house on the Ridg8 instead oft 1 · epl:.'.cl~~ t!~c.: o:d 

log- structure with a cheaper fral.!!e l>ull:l~! '£ • Squircl ... 0 ~ull;-{ 

and. Reu'hcn ~~b t t1 ce ~hen tro.vt!llecl to th0 .·! r~rld ' :.> t 'air a t 

Philodelphio. to obt:::::.l n a l:.il'0 e bell to top . th~ s ~~'J.C l n· · • 
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a~:;- •·~ell ~ts th~ r.o·d;hcrn COi1ces::;lons •.;nntc:l to '1-)iJil:l un th~ 

ssme 31te . Ho~ev~r thuGe 8long the Centrd , . ·runL and Lower 

aidsc::; wished to b~lld at a mor~ ccn~r~l loc~t10~ on the ~ull 

Sideruqd near the Centre Rld~u aoad . Tha c~tt~r ~o.G finally 

settled by a public vu~~ ~hich reaultcd in the ~ew buildl~g. 

bcin0 put up on the old s i l:~ of thi:! Frame s true ture . :~oWbV'cl' 

this contro'fers~y left a slight ri viler~' b~t".-!~3r: L11e i.: \'iu grou~s 

;·:hich lasted until quite rcc~ntly . The old i..' 1'a>."" s~noul -.·:u::.; 

i"rrrplem~nt• shed. iH th U1e con)Jle t ion or· t!1c nc;;: ~r 1 cJ~ , .J.ll 

. ., -
.,...,~ Lt 

of lui-": roll ~1'8 o. uist.s.nce of o·;c-:: .l'i ve ·.!:ll~J::: l ' r .; . ..: 21 ~Hl~:..:lm 

' :.;eLtlcd ~n1d Nas coYere.5 v1ith larg~ gr~i!'l :flc1ds , t~·.u.:'""r:>a:; 
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. 
.lactorL~~~ '\c)'.::~· . :_o . .~~v~.;;l' ·,:i t:l ~:. u c.x tL1•.;t. l on o~.., ~' ~~ l.:.>.l· ·:~_:; 

le;wing Ot J:l'y a bmdful o f hou ses , L''H? hric l~ c•~u1·ch a !'1d th ~.; 

L1to a "b~rn and :.;c:.::: used until fire des t ru.{eu lt . 3 ·.-:a:ct~·.out's 

elo.borate office 'tLSts mo~rod to t he John De ere f £"l l':t ;·re.Jt r... f 

Troy .,;h~rc it i~ ::; till in use e.G ~n implem~nt sb.-d. . :'h ~ 

post office wit:h t h e JTI~ il s lo ~ s tlll in tlt8 d oo:r i s alGo Gtill 

standing on t 'n e Verne Arr1ol d f.:.rm. . 

The Lake Erie D. l"ld. De:ro i t R1 vc r Ra ilroad a :.; \·;ell <:-!S 

th~ Southern Ca nad a Railway ~~hich both pass ed ::lol'V·~ of :;(:e 

Rid g e kil'led t'h0 hopes of ;.rorpeth a s t "- c· cou.nty d...: .... l. O.G ;.all 

as all the stage coach line s . Tll U; no t only ftnish8~ !- 'r· n ...... "'"" 

'rr oy and Farwic h - :rovTard post off i c c::; bu c •.:!fld~d tho ~~ o tt:! l 

businP.ss along thP Front· Rid g e 'rtoa d . \oil t h 1 ·~ :.> ::; t r o.fr' i c the 

Burt Hotel and. The Bald~rin Inn clo~ea·. ·r:·H~ 3:r'lll F r un t ~hdc:;e 

C'o:nmuni ty soon fell a part as the shoe ·r".:'p:::t \.r shop clo~~d ::tr~d 

~'las torn clo ~·m a s lvere the f e ~tT h o ur.> es . L:hldi'l ia' s f n1i.i.e ~uild i ::6 

·~:3.5 moved ? e s id c the old s tage bui1d.ins; ~. nd ltr.c t.'uo 1·a::u '•d. t -

e<.l iltto o. comfor table h ouse whi ch l s still i t: u ..;e . Th~ '!JJac \ -

smi t h rcm'3 in~d until tr.e first tio:cld. '::ar D-.1d i.h.::!n cloc;;;,~. r· lso . 

Modern co~petition a fL e r th~ N';J r closP.d the pott~ry u"·h::1·s 

o.nJ. the che-ese factory a long the ?ron t RiL~:c:c ac 'l1 0ll a~~ th~ 

brick ya rd on t h o Baseline .. The che es e f .:rc tory :vs mov ;~d· 
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rJug into t} o ri ~ls~ for suit<...~."ble c,l:J.;' .. .;bile ti 1e ?lough sL•111 

t'un1s up hits of bricl': nnd t i 1 e aJ ong t"lr:: B'asoline . 

::-oHoVc!.· despl tc the cleclii:e of btJr:inc3Ges of Troy und 

tho ?ronl ~ldge , t.t-ro enterp:rl:Jing individu.:'i.ls alon0 the J;.-~ck 

:tid 3e Nere busy '·"i th ne;-T enn cavours . Thorou.s Barnes son of 

Robert Barnes 't;'r.o r.ad settled near Rushton • s Corners in 1339 . 

built!- a peeperrnint mill in 1898 . Comprising of a press and 

a still the s"!!all building stood on the Baseline \oiith the 

peppermint fl.:)ld dl.rectly behind it . The pJants were plupped 

ih the pres.:; n.nd t'-len the resvlting masr distilleu into the 

Ess~nce of Peppermint as well as Peppermint Oil . Over one 

hut1drecl pounds of the oil Nas produced annu<llly. The arrorna 

of peppermint could be"'- smelt as far al'ray as troy on a calnt 

day d\Jring t'1e harvest ~ Pepper"!lint C3't1r'ly Nas als o produced 

to the deli~ht of the children who pa ssed by eve ryday on their 

trek to school . Besides th e r1ill ThoiJa.3 Ba rnes >·;a s a natur::tl 

inventor and ls not ed for r·•;:wing de::>lgncd and built a pm-:er 

lathe , :.1 violin and 8 musical phonograph l':hic"l :-ras pa tented 

and sold for s e veral years prior to the '1ln r. The :mill opera t e d 

contin~ously until well after t h e · first World War wi t h the 

only disruption b'eing a police raid to seize t~1e s till \•:h lch 

v;:ts sus pected of beir..g used for the prodn c t ion of 1-!oonshine . 

\ 
The office rs l-·re re en:bar a ss ed ~; o find only candy a nd a fre sh 

' 
peppe:r·mint ma sh i "n the s uspe cted still .. 

The othe r 1nd1 v idua l Nas Leslie Engli s h , son of ;..11111anr 
j 

Jr . E'ngli:~h of the B::tc k i1idg e . Leslie h :Jtl s tHd ied the "says 



under~ sp~ci~l lat~iced cov~red area on hi~ f~t~er ' s fur~ . 

In 1P99 t'~e Ginsene ' ~ medicinal uces bec:1.:n:~ \•:-ell kno:rn :.:tnd 

Leslle enlarged his cultlvatlon to meet thE: dem3.nd .. The Gin-

seng uas exported to NeH York and on to China :..ri ti·t fl sro::tll 

jar of seeds going for oveT nine dollars . The only other 

co:ilillerical cultivation of Ginseng in Ca~1ada ;-.ras by Indic.ns 

near Brantford . This profitabl~ enterprise losLe1 well tnto 

the nevi century .. 

!-Im·rever after the vmr all of tha small bunin~ss and' 

indu:-=tries of the Ridge h.~ d b'e~n eliminated by the grm:ing 

tonns of Blenh'3im and :lidgetoHn ·,.rhich dreN them intn their 

m·m sphere:::> . . fiio-rpc- th by no~T had. fallen by the :Fa~ ; lcle . 

t·':'unicip8l gravel pits \·rere opened £\t vc•ric'..ls loc::lt ions 

along the ridges to provide grovel for tte tmpro~emcnt of 

F.ar>·Tich ' s ro~d s 11 it.,._ t.nc co'111.ng of the ::11~ tomobile . P.oHever 

before tfuis Statute Uabour haJ bGen expected from e~ch farmer 

for the up keep of t~e roadway fronting ~is property . A 

Path Has tor i'l'as appointed to b.;; 1 n chs.re;e or t.h~ J.:or:.~t 1~nd 

keep a record of the s to.tute labour done·. J.c c.1 o r·j i ng tu t:l..; l:;:-

road front~ge p e~ch f~rmer w~s assi6nod ~ ~ert~in nurnbdr of 

d.ays of Gtatute l:=~bour to'lfCJrds t.he care of his r oad . Tnl.,.; 

ing gr~vel or by agr.;;ein~ to scrap the road . 

Abdui this time Wilke ' s Stntion and 1spur along the 

Piere ~rarquctte Raih1ay were closed . BuiJ.t' in tho 8etrly 
I 

' I 



for ex pur t; f:·oui the Ric.J~c . Ho:.rever the comp:1ny h~HI ehn.ng~d 

~·.and~-; '1l'1d rr.odcrn trnr.;;rort: xr.adc 1 t i:•tpr~cticul to del:!j' tht"~ 

tr'l.1!1S th~.!ro3 any lon[~cr . Thus enact.! ono:;h.:!l. e.t"1 ln the hi:::;to:-y 

o~ t;hc Rid,£0 as it~ direct rniJ'Ilu.)' li1tk •·•1 tl-1 tht) oui:slde '.-rorld 

:o.s no:--~ :tnd "lore on:::lncs8 hu.ci to be trann~mctcd. in tltc m~i.e;h-

bo;;~· ing to'::ns ~:nst~).c) of the 1o~? l arc~ . 

So1:10. 2X~itcr;:cnt. ~·:as stirred np by t~~e r 1 "' co•Jer:: of 

r~ tu:cal ;ru;;; in the ~rt:u. b~\1: th{! d~po~l ts were lnsufficent 

coi.Llr:lerlcally •. Foiiever nui.ltH'Ou.::> H~lls ~-;ere dr lllca to ~upply 

a1·ca nowo8 fer i;!1e tlext dcc;:.:.ue . 

dylr..g . C11 t~H.l contr·,ry l t rc:n~1ln~d one of tht! u.o.;t; progrescive 

agricultural di~trJ.ets ln Y.e11l. County . .lelt1ainlt1g quite diversi -

and sold in locul :.-:r.nJ world rr.~rl.:e ts . Dairy and fruit· fo.rrnc 

of long ~ tandin~ were thri viYJg conccr11s •mti1 n,o~ t, recent when 

proJuctiun costs and low ~;;arkcts forceu must to :::.;.;itch to oti·wr· 

s paciali ti8:.3 . Tob:-...t~co ~as ab:ays been a major crop along the 

gravel rldges •. 3urley is s'Clll the numchn· one crop on rtos L 

farm~ al thou£;h 1-'iheil Flue - c ,t:::-cd cob.:lcco ·,;.:to.> introduced to Canada 

ir. 192'7 ~ul!l.:.l farm~rs experiment~cl v;ith itlin the urtla . Other 

cro 1x; os <;Orn, ~oy3beans , v.i1lte beo.r.s , oat.~ v.tHl ,.,..int.cr wheat; 



011 the 3id~e until tr1e Sugc.:c Phm L'..,; clo~u.ce in Chu th~m . 

::oce r~ce~1tly tomatu~..; , cuca:Jbers und peppers have come i,o 

play an important role 1n ~h= di8tricts ' uconomy . 

:.o ~:.hought e.f ter such a long his tory or far min~ in 

this community , agriculture ~·t ill remain the primary indus try 

of th~ Ridge for ~any ye&rci to come . However with the closing 

of t~~ ru ral 3choo1G in 1967 the identity of the 3ldge as 

e. comw.uni ty has been severely shaj~en for the school.; and 

churchs are· what holds a distriot' together . The liLtle rur~l 

church still remain.3 but vTi th the passing of it the name 

and his tory o; the Ridge 'Hill slip a ·,;ay Nl t'h the· next generation. 

The end •. 
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Torurll..o .?r~ss , Toroc1to , 1931 . 

LD.Ul'lston ,. V., Romantic Kcut·, Dhep1H~-:.·d' P:cint:ins Co ., ChatharJ , 

1::,~)2 •. 

Eis t ori cal Atl<:~.s o!' Sssex and Kent Countie..; , 1-1 •. Eeld~n ~ Co., 

Toronto , . l atH •. 

:<.ent County Directory , J . D. Carr & Co ., Chc.~.t.i1aL1 , 1880. 

CvruJit=:nor':l. t l vc :3iograrphlcal R~co1·ci of th-3 Coun t.y vf ?::en~ , 

J . H. Ec ers & Co ., Toronto , 190L~ ... 

. ' "" ,, / 7 ·r d & .'J. 1 }T ' 1 u .v • .:> . l , LO\'l'D.r ir , . 8.r:'f'LC~ . 

' I \'toult.l al::>o lilct'} to ackno1slcdge t.he vuluable .?~nd. 

unpublished rua teri 'll th:J. t · Ers . neva Colerick of Ch·u;h..-:~.m 

and ~r . Verne Arnold of Troy willingly conL~i~~ted to 

thiS history as well as to thoae who told the history 

o f the area whil~ I brew up along the Rid6e • 
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