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•:.• Come on in and see us. We're right here with the wei· •:• y y 
•:.• come sign outside the store and a great big hearty •i• 
•:.• hand shake inside. •:• y y 
y y 
~:· ...,##oC'############""*'####I ·:· 

y y 
y y 
•:• Let's help you ha~e a good time, that is, if you need any help. •:• 
y y 
• j ust the First Hardware Past the Market. That's Us. • y y 
y y 
·:· ,..,.,...,..; .####o#####CC#####,_. ~:· 
y y 
·:· ·:·1 
·:· ~ ·:· 

:1: Wanless Hardware :1: y y 
·:· Limited •t y y 
•:• T \\' 0 I ' I JO~l~~. 65 and tJ6. •:• 
y y 
•.• Sheet Metal Work, Hardware of Every K i nd. Hot Water Heating. ••• 
+ Sanitary Plumbing. House Furnishi ngs. Gaa Fittings. + 

•:• W arm Air Heating. Pai nts. Oi ls and Var n ishes. Repalra of Every Kind. •t 
•:• Stoves. •:.• 

·:· ··:· \ •• • • . : ...................................................... ;.. ........................................... ;. ...... :. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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"WELCOME HOME" 

W E who have stayed with the old home town through the 
years extend hearty greetings and a cordial welcome to 
those Old Boys and Old Girls of Chatham who have at 

one time and another fared forth into the world. 
You ha \ e done us credit, we know. Some of you have done us 

infinite credit. You have seen varied lands, far climes, great cities
But, after all, have you seen any place that at its best looks quite 

as good to you as Chatham looks on this occasion of your home
coming. 

However far we travel, however much we achieve, there is a 
charm at all times in straying over old trails, meeting old associates, 
and renewing old comradeships. 

We welcome you today to the city that was. once your home 
town, and that we suspect, in your heart of hearts, is still your home 
town. You, in your own day, helped to make Chatham what it is; 
and we have carried on since then the task you relinquished, of 
making this a community creditable to you and to ourselves. 

Chatham looks better to us today than it ever did. Yes, and it 
looks better to you-admit it, now! 

There are times when the bravest of us experience a bit of pessi
mism as to the present and doubt as to the future. But a glance 
into the past is reassuring. 

In this Som·enir of the Old Boys' Reunion of 192+, we give you 
some glimpse of what Chatham was, and what Chatham is. The · 
contrast is such as to fill the most tragic doubter with courage. 

Whatever general conditions may haYe been, Chatham, through 
the years, has marched steadily forward to better things. "fhere 
may have been indiYidual doubts and despondencies, but as a com
munity we have taken no backward step. .\nd through the cominl{ 
years our city will still go forward. 

We face the future today with renewed confidence in ourselves 
and in our community. 'Ve have here the most liYeable city in all 
Canada, and what is more, "c have a city that cannot help but gro'v 
and prosper. 

Whenever you come back again-be it one year hence. or ten 
years, or twenty years-you will find the old town, not the same as 
you left it, hut always a bigger and a better city. But you will find 
in the old home town, grown greater and better, the same spirit ot 
cordial welcome and of gladness at the sight of you that you find 
today. -

Again· Welcome Home l 
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Juat auppoae you have a Houae, or Land, or anything 
to sell, 

A viait to Jack Morriaon will pay; 
Cottagea or Manaiona, Plota and Farms as well, 
Kindly call upon him right away. 

Many people, too, they aomethlng want to buy, 
Or what they have, they may want to Insure, 
Ring up th irty-eight, and Morrlaon employ. 
Rely you can, he'd do hla beat, that'a aure. 
lt'a two fifty aeven on King atreet weat, the office can be found, 
Square, fair dealing, all t>ia clients claim, 
One and all admit he glvea you fair play all round, 
No doubt If you will try, you' ll say the same. 

Jack Morrison 
REAL ESTATE 

FIRE INSURANCE 
257 KING STREET WEST. 

PHONES: OFFICE 38; 

RESIDENCE 1204W. 

OUR FURNITURE STORE 

Pace 1-"our 

COLT ART & SON 
Furniture, Rugs, 

Linoleun1s 
OVER 60 YEARS IN FURNITURE 

26 KING STREET 

CHATHAM, ONTARIO 



®1~ iJnyn' i&r-uuinu 
Chatham, Ont., June 29th, to July 5th, 1924 

H on. President , Senator A. B . McCoig; P resident, :Ed. Wanless; Vice-Pres ident , 
G. W . Sulman ; General Secretary, Geo. W . Wands; Secretary, Capt. H . L . Mitchell ; 

T reasurer, Jas. Simon. 

JU:Ct: l''rJCI S C'0 \1\IJTTE B -
Uou. \\ . ,t;ulmo.o, Cllalrma.o. 

S.:uator -\, 11. l>l cCull:. ~<. titeph
~turuu, Judge titanworth. A. C. 
Wocdl\&rd, HeY, catron t'erklna, 
Hev. L•r. Cre...-a, Jtcv. )lr. Calder, 
Hov. Mr. Jones, uev. l l r. :!lOIII, 
He•. lC&Pt.) 0 , H . llorallsll, 
Hev. A. ::1. Urton, Rev. Fr. Uoam, 
He,·. t'r, Ulgoan, AdJL Woolcou. 
Copt .\, Woodle)', 1VID J!rlleb· 
&r<l, '.Mayur C. U . tlulman, W, ~
' l 'llylor, H. W. AIII'UI1. Dr. T. K. 
llolmes, W, Scaoe, ~apt. 11'. JJ. 
t'tl'veua, t.:naa. AusUn, W. J . 
J::utoo, \\' , W, 'l'urner, Joa. Ua<1· 
lel, Hobt. Ora)', Jno. Waddell. 
W. 11, ''l'nylor, W, R. Landoo, 
l'hBB, llouson, H . 1·:. Foex, U . 
!:!tokes, W. Watts, Jo). W. Jant~. 
C. o. l.yon., J. E. Olderahaw, U. 
Olfleralta ~. t'. Collins, U. nor-

1 ' 1 :-oi ,\ :-.( ' t~ 1'11 \1 \ IITTEE: 
Jas. Simon, l'balrma.o. 

s. 11. ,\rnvld. W. II. Westman, 
Jns. By rue, P. f'. ('<•II t tl an· I 

Samuel Dunn. 
.\T l' lt,\ CTIO:-o; ('0 \l\llTTF.E c 

1:~. Kerr, Chairman. 
,\, .\. Mct.etsh, Oeo. McCubbin, 
t'hler l'rltchard, Mr. Uruce, 1'. 
\\', Jumcs and Chester Gleon. 

UJ L l TAllY CO \t\UT T JI:Bt 
Lieut. Col. P. K . :llortey, Chair· 

man. 
Capt, D. E. UOUI'Iae, Ald. Wm. 
Murdock, Ja11. Patterson, MaJI)r 
11. V'oublattr, and :W.a,Jor G. 

Thompaoo. 
.\laJ<>r g, Ansell and R . ~- :M, 

~ucceo. 

-----~ ~~- -

COMMITTEES 
&tend, J. W. llumphrc]', 11. Col
Una. S. Lamont, A. ~- l'llke]', 
li, A. Wltherapoon, Archie l'ark, 
Or. C. UICIE'Jr Or. A . A. UlciU, 
J, li. Kerr, \\. li. IUcharda, W. 
1:. l!!rrltt, Wm. Den110o, Chid 
' I hoB, Grona, J . C. Wanle.a, 
:-am. Glenn, Jno. PleaMnce, 
-'•II !'mltll, Jaa. GraJ, Ed. Jor
dan, ltobt. )lalrtiD, Wm. tltou, 
A. C. 'l"rudell1 Or. )Jeltltchle. or. 
IIUU("Ilo, A. Jo, b'alla, Jae. to uta, 
~lansou C&mpbell, Warren Lam· 
li~:rt, Juo. 'l 'urner, 11'. Buter, 
lieo. Cow&JI, u . o. Bodcea. J. L . 
CalDJollell, A. ll, Vonounttn, lJ. 
McLachlan, Wm. lleKeoul'h. Dr. 
ll . ' 1'. McKeOUI(h, D. HIIJIID, 
Chris. Smith, Nelson Strlnl'er, 
11. Autlrew, Jno. lfcCorTlt, Wm. 
Anderaoo, llert .lofalcolmton, Oeo. 
Willard , Dr. J, W. lluthHfOrd, 

l)t: ( t )R ATJO:-o;' C0\1 \liTTEI! I 

Cblet l'rllchard, Cbalrman. 
J. G . Jachon, b'. BneBn&ll, Bow
ard 'l'aJior, ll • .Miodorlf, Ju. 
~tc tiulrc, ,\rcltle !'terlloc, ..... 
llayea, ••. Oeloge, lt. fl, JOD88, 
J. Drer, W. l'otter, F'. Newkirk, 
Joe. lYlt!Oil, Waltl'r Peck, W .• \ , 
llammoud, Wm. "'oremao, Herb. 
SteTenaon, Chu. Auetto, Spencer 
Rtooe, Archie l'll:lnloc. Jsrk 

Morrlaoo and l r. Otller • 

Hr. C. U. Ollnr, A. Abeldrldt, T. 
Walter Polle, C. Jol. Clement&, 
Ju. Soutar, W. J. TwoheJ, D. ~
l'aterson, Col. McLaren, Peu. 
Held, .\udrew l'lke. Ur, North· 
"-ood, U!!nrr :'m}'the, Dr. 1-'. 
Hall, W. A. Coltart. D. ll. 
1Jouglas

1 
J •. \ , !ton, Jas. 2'\lmon, 

;o.;atluln E'l llurmy, Rev. J . t ,, 
Richards, Chu. :r.t. Cooper, 
Da\'ld Lee, :-.;, H . Judah, 'Vm. 
!\'eedlulm, John Liddy, Edwanl 
Heardon, c. F . Cherry, Geol'l'" 
Urlllln, Hobert Day, C.pl. ll . .1-.:. 
Crow and lt••V. v.· .. 1!'. l::ieay. 

LADIJI:S. 
.lolra. R . V. BraJ, Cha irm a n. 

Committee to be compoae4 ol the 
oilitera of ner1 ladl"' orcanlu 
uon In the cl tJ, uceptiDI' fl'a· 
ternal and denominational 10• 

cletlea. 

S PORTS COlUlJTTI!E : 
E. C. Brlat·o, Ch&lrma.o. 

L. HJ&lt, L'ol. II. V . l!lmltll, W. 
J . Uavden, Jack Mead, l:lld Car t.!· 

er lltld J aa. Martin. 

RACE!'! CO .\HIJTT£11:: 
C. U . R. Fuller, Chalrmao, 

Jo'. II . Brisco, c. Crummer, 'I'. E. 
Cottier. Ja~. llarrlnct•m. Cha,_ 

Dunn anti Milo Bmllh. 

R~\JL n t\ \ ' COli \IJTTI!:E : 
Capt. 11. L . .:llltrhell. Chairman. 

J. A Ro''· MaJor U. E . Rl&pln 

BADGE!'! CO~UIITTEK: 
Chu. Wright, Cbal rmlltl, 

F. Buesntll, u . SteTeoaoo. W. 
A. Delee end Earl Claua. 

EVERYBODY REGISTER. VALIDATING CHEAP RATE CERTIF ICATES. 

!~very 01!1 Doy and Old Girl attending there 0111 Boys and Old Girls can have their cer· 
union must register at the orrtce or the reunion tlllcutes endorsed when they r egis ter. All 
t•onllnlttee at the armourles on TE'cumseh Park others attending the reunion can bring th ei r 
All we want Is your name and atld ress so we certificates to the olrlce at twy time between 
t·an tell nil your friends that you are hen•. June 30 and July 4 Inclusive. All certificates 
:'\!embers or the reception committee wlll be must then be taken to the c. P. R. up-towu 
on duty all the time at the office. ticket office, for validation by J . A. Rosa, who 

He:ulquarters Ollen s.:IO a. m. to 8.30 p, m., has been nppolntetl special agent by the Can-
tinily. nllilul Passenger AssoclaUon, Here the 26 

We welcome you, Old Boys und Oltl Olrls. rent !eo will be collected. The validated cer. 
Every etrort has been made by the <·ommlt· tlflcate wlll then entitle you to a hal! faru ticket 

tee to racllltate the work o! regl!ltrutlon. ll home at any railway station. up to and lnclud-
wlll only take u minute of your Ume. lng July 9. 

THE OALZIEL· LOTTRIDGE A M USEMENT COMPANY OF SARNIA. 
T ecumaeh Park-M idway. 

Shows evt•ry day and evening. The best of rides, games nnd shows. All ftnst class aurae· 
lions, :i'howlng June :!6 to July 6 Inclusive. 
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•••••••••• 

Howdy Old Boys 
and Girls 

Come in and Visit the Only Store of Its Kind in Canada 
Beautiful Indian Souvenirs that W ill Remind You of Your Pleasant Visit to 

the Old Town for Years to Come. 

BEAUTY SOUVENIRS SERVICE 
•••••••••••• 

•••••••••••• 

• ••••••••••• 
• ••••••••••• 

I NDIAN SOUVE NIRS O F ALL 
KIND S 

?\1arket Ba-;kets, Fancy \ Vork Bac;
kets, Satchel Baskets, Clothes Ham
pers and Baskets, Flower Baskets, 

Covered Baskets, Fruit Baskets. 
Burnt Leather Goods, Tie Rack:>, 
Pipe Racks, Glove and Handker
chief Cases, Whisk Holders, Sofa 
Cushion Covers, Table Covers, Pen
nants, Photo Holders, Hat Bands, 
1\apkin Rings, Tobacco Pouchec;. 

CANOES 

Painted Canoes, Birch Bark Canoes, 
Bark Canoes for Porch Baskets, all 

these come in five sizes. 

FANCY PAINTED 

Indian Canoes, Paddles, Axes, Dag· 
gcrs, \\ ar Clubs, Knives and Forks, 
Bows and Arrows, All Size Canes. 

W ICKER WORK 

~erving Trays, Flower Baskets 

INDIAN MOCCASINS 

All sizes from Infants to Men'"· 
Plain, Fur Lined, Fur Trimmed, 

make ideal gifts. 

FISHING AND TACKLE 

Complete Line, Rods, Reels, Lines, 
Baits, ~ets, Hooks, Sinkers, Spoons, 

Tackle Boxes. 

Special Attention to Ladies. Come 
In, Look Goods Over 

You are welcome to inspect goods 
whether you uuy or not. 

Articl~s too large to carry conven
iently, we deliver or mail parcel 
post. 

Quick, Courteous Service. Qual
ity Goods at Low Pricec;. 

Harry L. Ryan 
162 King Street. Phone 256 

• • • • • • • 



SUNDAY, JUNE 29. 

CHATHAM OLD BOYS AND GIRLS GO-TO. 
CHURCH DAY. 

11 a. m. and 7 p . m. 

Prominent Olrl Boy ::\llnlslers will official!'. 
Special servkes and famlllar music. 
Everybody lo take part ancl go to church. 

Sunday Afternoon- Tecumaeh Par k 3.00 p. m. 
Tht• 8alvatiou .\rnry Band "Ill reucler a barul 

rom·f'rl on tho park. and thu lo1·al ::->alvath•11 
Army t•orps will hold a spedal Rl'rvke. A Jar~·· 
harul. ~peC'Ial musk and IHlclrt>s!'Pl! hy w I'll · 
kr11mn visiting utfkers. 

Su nday Evening. 

• \ hand 1·ont'ert hv the l!!t Battalion 1\enl 
Ht>gimtHII Bunt! will iw gh·cn ln the armourles 
ut 8.:10 p, m., after church. .\ !IP<'dal st:nh·tl 
wil l a lRO be held \\ lth addresl!es by prominent 
K()l•akers. Goorl rnusi1·, featuring some or 
Geoffrey O'Hara's famous l'mnpnsltions. goo:! 
atldrt•ssP.s urul an opportunity to seP all your 
old friends. 

MONDAY, JUNE 30. 

Gener al Recept ion and Get-Together Day . 

GRANO WELCOME-BANOS AND 
RECEPT ION. 

HCl'f'!ltion t·ommlttef' will nwet ull inl'omlng 
Old Boys ancl VIsitors. 

The bPst day for nil Old Boy:< and Girls to 
register ami have their certltkates enclor~ed at 
reun ion headqunrwrs. Meet all your old pals 
at the office. ~!embers of the ret·eptlon com· 
mlttee on duty also all the time to gh·e you 
the glad hand. 

In the After noon at the Ath leti c Gr ounds. 

Old Boys' Day; Address of W!•h:omt· by Geo. 
"'· Sulmau. ex·.:\LP.P., chairman nwcption com. 
mil tee; Ed. Wanll•ss. preslclent or Old Bora· 
Committee, and Jilt.~ \Vorship :\1ayor C. D. 
(Tecl l ::iulmnn. 

Lacrosse--!! p. m.-Ohl Boys vs. J>rpsent City 
T eam. 

Ba;ll'ball, 3.30 P. m.- Oicl Boys, 1912. VB. 
Brlsc:os (Chatham). 

In the Evening. 

At tho Gri!Tin Theatre, "::lnrlngtime", a 
muslral comecly particularly fitting tor our 
cl•h:bration, us the story of tbe play embraces 
11 11eriod or muny years, past and present. A 
t·nst of ovt>r a huudred local young pepole wil: 1 
wekomc the visitors to the theatre on this o<:. 
caslon. The ll•adlng roles are tnkE"u by locnl 
girls and boys or t-xceptiona l tnleut. Curluln, 
8.00 o'clock. 

TUESDAY, JULY 1. 

Dominion Day, Mi litary Day, Odd Fellowa' Day 
and Kent County Day. 

A mammoth reunion or n ·turned soldiers, ln. 
<'lulling I he 1st and 3:1rtl Battalions, C. K F . 

• \ big reunion or all the Odd f'ellows or , ._.eat. 
ern O!llarlu, lndutling all the Cantons, Sub· 
onlinates. l'atrols Militant. Hebekahs and 
r:rH•ampruPut llranl'hes. ,\lldresliPS will be deliv. 
eretl hy sudr prominent visiting offirera as 
f:rau11 .\lu. tPr Andcnwn of Lindsay, Ont., pres· 
ent C:rautl ::\lastPr of tb .. Hran!l f..o<lge of 
Onltllin : l'nst <:rand ~lastf•r flartram of Lon· 
tlun, anti l'arn Orantl .\1aster Park of Toronto. 
An irH••rP!! tlug l!Jll>rt>< progrum will also be run 
off. 

Th•• L 1:1 Ess'1" Rcglmem from \\'i111h10r 
wlrh thr~>P hands . 

A blg t•xt·ursiou rrnm the Border Citle~ under 
the nuspit-Ps of Uw Cl. W. Y. A., Wlndsnr 
Brunch. 

A granrl parade or all the Roldlers and OtlJ 
Fellow" will he heir! ut one o'<"lock, from tb,, 
Curlin~ JUnk on William street north, pro<·ee•l. 
1ng up King strPet to Fourth street, to Qut•en 
~~ reet. to !'ark street, to "'llllam t.~l rt·tlt and 
hat•k to rink. 

The parudo will (·ontain war relics, lnclutlln..; 
t·apturcrl Gt>rman guns whh their German crews 
manning them. 

All returner! soldiers must register at the 
armories and secure their veteran badge, sup
plied by the Olrl Boys' Committee. 

A Chllllren's Matlnet: at the Grl lll n Theatre 
for Springtime, 2 p. m. 

Horse Races at t he Fair Grounds In the After
noon Under the Ausp ices o f the Chatham 

Park Ori v : ng A ssociation w i th $1000 
Pur ses Hung up. 

!!.30 Pace, P urse $100; 2.25 T rot, Purse $400; 
2.15 Puce, P urse $100. 

At the Athleti c Park. 
10 a. m. Baseball, \Viruh;or Beaver s ve. 

Chatham Brlst'os. 
2 p. m .• Foot ball-The Sons of ::>cotland Soc· 

cer Team from Windsor, will bat tle with au 
All-Star Team from the City of Chatham. 

·1 p. m., Baseball- Tho Briscoe vs. Windsor 
Beavers, 

Tennis, W. 0. T. 1 •. -r.eamlngton vs. Chat· 
ham, at I p. m., Chatham Golf and Tennis Clu b. 

In the Eveni ng. 
At the Athletic Park-The Essex Regiment 

from Windsor will g ive an exhibition or "T roop. 
lng the Colors", fo llowed by a s ham battle and 
a tattoo wllh ma~!lctl bands, a t 7.30. P arade 
with tlve bands ut 7 o'clock from Rink. 

At the Griffin Theatru-Sprtngtlrue, a musical 
t'omedy by local talent, S p. m. 

In the Armourle~-A grand military ball, In
formal. under lhe a uspices of the Kent Reg!. 
meut and thl' Daughters of the Empi re. 2Hil 
Chapter. 

(Contluued on .Page 92). 
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Anthracite and Bituminous 

Coal and Coke 

Builders' and Farmers' 
Supplies 

King and Adelaide Streets. P hones 1820, 1821 



What King Street Looked Like Just Before 
Confederation 

0 F the returning old boy:> in 1 92·~ few 
if any will remember ju~t what King 
street looked like in the years imme

diately prcct:ding- Confederation. ,\ record 
has, however. heen left by the late J. R. 
Gemmill, for many year:. ~heriiT of Kent, 
who tir:-;t canw to Chatham about 1864. 

Chatham then. with 5000 population, was 
in appearance anything but metropolitan; 
but it was the commercial centre of Kent 
county, and, t•specially while the American 
Civil \\'ar was still in progress, King street 
was often crowded day and night with 
farmers' team!'i, bringing in grain and ani
mals for !'iak and shipment. 

Even tht· old-time cedar block pa\'ement 
was not then in existence. The business 
section of King street was just plain mud; 
and often very deep and sticky mud, at that. 

It is interesting to detail thi-. busine:o;s 
section as it then was. On tht• north sid1 . 
from \\'illiam street to the present Griffin 
theatre, was entirely vacant. From that 
point to Fifth street the buildings wt·re all 
cheap frame structun•s, some two hut mo:o;t
ly one-storey, with two exceptions: the 
''New York 11 ouse". now l\Ialcolmson's 
store. then conductNI hy J\ . Gordon ~Ie:-;s. 
and John Smith's harness shop, surmounted 
by the sign of the white horse. \Vhere the 
Bank of Montreal (the old Merchants' bank) 
now stands. was a garden plot, with the 
Eberts' family residence on the bank of the 
ri,·er. 

Be) onrl Fifth street, the Eberts block 
towered up ao; tt clm·s now. the most impos
ing :-;tructure in Chatham. Henmd this canw 
a row of small ston·s. priticipalh· frame 
structure~. with '' idl' g-aps bet wt·~·n tht•m. 
~ome of the nwrrhants were }as. Rire, Tnhn 
·\ltxander, 'T'h""· ~kCro.-.san 'and fohn Rir~. 
Further on \\':t-. tht• llt•atty hJo,·k. 'th~n orcu
pied by A. G. Cordf)n and Ja-.. Haxtn. the 
latter afterwards a famous ~lontrt:al broker. 
Soutar's implt•ntt·nt warchom;t'. with the 
Rankin warehouse in the rear, occupied th~ 
Fourth street cunwr. 

Further west, the buildings on the north 
~ide of King street were small and incon
-.picuous. 

The south ~ide of Kmg street was, e,·en 
thcn, the busv ~ide. At the \Villiam :-.tret•t 
corner stooc( the original Bapti:>t church. 
then unoccupied and dilapidated, but shortly 
afterward repaired under the pastorate uf 
that energetic young controversialist. Rt·,·. 
John L. Campbell. 

Between the Baptis t church and the mar
ket was a row of wooden y,hops, many of 
tht·m ten or t\veh-c feet hack from the :-.trcet 
line. The only brick buildings were the 
"Dublin House" grocery conducted by \\' m. 
Xorthwood, and R. 0. Smith's furnitur•; 
'>lore. On the corner just ea~t of the mar
ket, \Vm. Richards conducted the Kt nt 
Bakery in a frame building, which survind 
till about ten or twel\'c vears ago: 

The old town hall-the present market 
front-occupied the front of the square. The 
block beyond this was the famous "Pork 
Row". The corner, wlll're the Austin .;tun.: 
n,ow ~tancls, was then occupied by . "joe" 
(.,recn s re:>taurant; and between th~:- and 
Sixth :.trect was a line of one-storev frame 
shops. Most of these were dcvotc<l to the 
sale of mt•ats and provi"ions, whence the 
name "Pork Row''. T here were, ho" ever. 
two exreption!'-John N . .McDonald'" shoe 
store, and the Lamont dry goods !-lure. the 
latter where Sulman's now stands. 

On the prt·-.cnt Hotel Carner corner stoocl 
a two-..;turey grocery store, with upstairs 
t•flil·e;o;. Thl·n camt Stephen McCrae's ''Old 

l<'ontlnuf'd on Pag1.1 ~3). 

Origi nal Baptist Church at Corner o f K i ng and 
W illiam Streets. 



THE BRISCO HOTEL 
IN THE HEART OF 

THE CITY 

EXCELLENT 

DINING 
ROOM 

AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN PLANS 
Running hot and cold \\atcr in each room-Pool Room. 

BEVERLEY BRISCO, Manager. 

AUTO TOPS 
To celebrate the occasion of the Old Boys' Reunion in Chat

ham, we have in stock an extra nice assortment of materials 
at SPECIAL PRICES. 

\Yc arc the count)\, headquarters ior ~l'\\ Tops, Cushion-., Scat Co\·cr.;,, 
Tin: Cm·crs. Hadiator Cn\·crs. \Ye extend a cordial im·itation to you to \'isit 
our '>hop. 

HOSKINS BROS. 
Forsythe Street, One Block West of P . 0. Chatham 



at·· " 

Something About Chatham's Early 
Fire-Fighting Forces 

W 
1 11~~. uu<it'r the ~I unil·ipal Act oi 
1841, Chatham r~l·eived a very 
limit<:'d munit·ipal status, one of 

the first cnterprbc~ undertakt•n was the or
gani;~.ation of a fire·fighting- forrc. 'l'hc hook 
and ladder company. ft>rmed at that time, 
st·cms t11 have cnjoyt·cl a reputation beyond 
the county; and that early tradition ha-; 
hl·en pretty continuou,Jy upllt'ld hy o;;uc-

n•c<ling organizations along similar lim•s. 

Fire-lighting in the early rlay~ was in the 
hand-. of \ oluntecr organizations. The lead
ing citizens vied with one anoth<'r for of
fice:-~ iu the-.c organizations: they represent
ed quite often an excellent strpping stone 
to Jtlllllicipal and soda! prl'fernH.•nt. 

\\. ith growing rnunil'ipal powers. more t·x
tcn:-i,·c pro\'i.;ion-. r .. r tire protection were 
made. C >n J\ug. 17, 1~8. a lin• l'nginc was 
pun·hased at a c«ht uf £ 1(~. ~:-. JOd. On 

(C'ontwued un l'a~~;e 131 . 

Ch01tham's Paid Fire Department In Earlier Days. 

Pngo Elcn·n 



Olld 
1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 Do you remember the first 

manufacturing plant in the 
City of Chatham? Estab
lished 1846, on McGregor's 

Creek? 

THAT'S US 
We are still leading in the manufacture of everything 

worth while in Lumber and High Grade Cabinet 
and Mill Work. 

Our installations, like the Chatham Old Hovs, 
ha,·e spread from the Canadian Coast- to 
Coast. into the L". S .. X cwfoundlancl. British 

\ Ve"t Jnclies anti Cuba. 

"'~lid pleasures and palaces, 
\ Vhere 'er you may roam; 
You will find Iladlcy 2\lili - \Vork 
Purchased from HO~IE.'' 

The S. Hadley Lumber Co. Limited 

l'agc Twelve 

OD 
ORK 
ORTH 
HILE 

Call in and Renew Old Acquaintances. 

"'; , .... 



Today Chatha m's Fi re Department is Co mpletely Moto rized. 

< kt. 1 ~. oi tiH' ~anw \ l'ar was org-a n izl'd tht• 
piont·t•r Fin: l~nKinc" Com pany. with ~~cu. 
\\' itlwr-;p<H•II, 1•:-;q,, a-; cap tai n and l~ ol the 
lt·ading citizens on the roll:;. \\'illwm n. 
Eberts wa-, unanimuu-;ly dectt:d Chid En
Killl·er. 

T h i:-. organization gave plart' in 1850 1.0 

l'hatham Firl' Company );o, I. Latt•r, a No. 
2 l'ompany ,,·as uq~anized: and whi lt• t lwn· 

:::<·t·ms lu ht· no autlwntil: n·ronl, t iH:rt· an· 
hinb that the culon•d rc:-.i<lt•nts of the t'Uill · 

munity orKanizt·d a Xn. 3 company in the 
lattt:r so·.-. ~1). 1 company had it,.; head
quartt·r:-o in the old :.\larJ..:c t building, and ~•J. 
2 company ju-;t north oi the Fifth :-tn:ct 
hridgt•. Kt•t•n rivalry existed la•t wt·t•n the 

IC'nmlnuetl on I'll~?;!! illl 

The Famous Hys lop and Ronald "Chatham" Stea m F ire Engine, Once Made Chatham Famous. 

l'aa;., Thlrtnn 
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Buy Diamonds 
In Canada- Save DoUars 

Canada is one of the few 
countries of the world not 
having a duty or luxury tax 
on diamonds. 

The quality of our 
diamonds is unsurpassed, 
and our selection is the 
largest in this part of the 
country. 

I

I I ~!~~SA~~~.d 
Chatham, Ont. 

i ' I ' w. D. GLASSFO RD 

I t 

I I 

Garage 
Phone 1151 

Proprietor 

Automobile Repairing 

I I Gas, Oil and Accessories 

Over 40 Ye~~~~~~ .I.~_:_N_:_:_:~o_:_::_J 
•••••••••••••••••••• • • •••••••••••••••• • • • There's No Place • 

• Like a • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

CHINA 
HA•LL 
Visitors. Tourists and all the "Stay-at-Homes" will tell you that Chatham has a 

REAL CHINA STORE and such a stock as many a larger city would be proud of .. 

Here you find all the new lines of Fine English Pottery and Best Makes of China 
and the Finest Haviland Dinner Ware. 

This is known as the "GIFT STORE,'. and justly deserves the name when you see 
the collection of Cut Glass. Brass Goods, Silverware and the many things that go to 
complete a store of this kind. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . ...... .,,.,,..,,,,,. ~,,,,,,,,##### • 

• YES, 
• OF COURSE, 

YOU'RE 
• W ELCOME • 

Co"!e on fn any • 

tlme and J1m E. • 
Gray Will Be • 

Glad to See You. • 

~ ........ .... ... ..... ................ ~ 
Pa& Fuurle~n 



Chatham Has Always Placed Education 
in the Forefront 

~chool proved ina<kquatt'; and in 1854 the 
frame building on this historil' site was 
n·movt•,l. makm~ '' ay for a square brick 
huilding, \\ hich :-urVi\·cu till 18<J5. It i' 
tntt•n·::-tm~ to note that this ''old Central 
;;ch,u•l," a.: it t'amc to be known in 
it-. ding-y latter !Ia~ -., wa.., in it::- inn•ption 
\'igorou-.Jy oppo.;cd by om• of the town 
Jll'\\'"Jlapcr:. and a good many t•itiZl'Tb on th \! 
ground that it wa ... far beyond nut merely 
the immediate ncctls uf tht· cornmunity, but 
it-. ncl•d., fur n~ar ... tu cumt•. and iar tO\) 
exJH·n::-ivc. • \ Jld the actual co-.t of the en
tire building in 1854 was $-tHOU! 

In ~larch. 1~55. the nuclcu-. ui the l:ltl·r 
l'hatha111 IJ 1gh ~chou! and Collt:giatt• I n:-.ti
tuh• wa-. iormcd, ''hen J'rincipal Jamic::-on 
hcg:111 to huld grammar ;-;chool da;-; ... c, in the 
old Barrack ... with a limited rull oi ~t-rumlary 
pupib. The l'hatham Crammar School on 
l'nnce :.trct·t was opened with cunsiderabk 
n·n·uwny un .\ugu-.t 10. 1~55. ln 1885 11 
wa.; supcr=-cd<•cl by the Colk~iate Institute, 
which, s•lllll' 25 year:-. later. was largely ex
tended. Till the con~ truction of the Col
lcgiatc :Hidition, lw\H'H'r, the old Grammar 
~l.'l1t>l•l building remained. lirst as the prin 
dpal's n:-.ideJH't', ami later as tht: home of 
thl' collt•giatc t·aretakcr. 

!Continued on !'age liJ . 

McKeough School As it Was Before 1917. 
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72 YEARS 
AGO 

This Business was established in 

Chatham in the old store near the 

Rankin House in 1852, by Mr. 

Thomas Stone. 

W e now occupy a building 41 feet 

wide, 106 feet long, three storeys 

high, and throughout our progress 

we have endeavored to perpetuate 

t he high business principles of the 

honored founder. 

SPENCER STONE, 
Limited 

71ie Safo 'Dru9 
JOINT OWNERS Of 690 BOOTS DRUG STORES,.GREAT BRITAlN 

From a small beginning of live stores, seventeen 
years ago, the Liggett Company has grown in number 
to 1010 Retail Drug Stores, and is continually adding to 
this number. 

I Only the confidence our customers have in Liggetts' 
I ideals, clean business methods, merchandise, values and 
t service could build up such a world-wide business. 

I Whether in Canada, Great Britain or the States, it I I will pay you to try Liggett's Drug Stores first. I 
1. ·-·-·-·-·--·-·---·--,__,_ 0_·-·-··---·:· 



CHATHAM HAS ALWAYS PLACED EDUCATION IN FOREFRONT. 
(Continued from Page 15). 

The original North Chatham public the colored children of the community; thi:; 
:-;chool, a frame building, stood on "hat is was succeeded by a frame building, and 
now Grand avenue a :;hort distance east of later the brick school, which still survives, 
Victoria avenue. Jt was :;ucceeded in 186l was erected. 
bv the "old Head Street School," which By 1895, when the reluctant community at 
cilntinucd in use till the construction of the la~t conceded that the "old Central School'' 
Forest Street School in 1882, was then used owed the Cit) of Chatham nothing of the 
for some years as a Model School, and still original $4800 it had co..,t the town 40 years 
later wa~ converted into a brewery. Ulti- before, marked changes had taken place in 
mately the historic structure was pulled the communit} Chatham had grown south 
down to make way for rcsidt•nces. and west; so that the su-called "ward 

Meanwhile, in 1882, the Forest Stn:et schoob" were com enicnt to onlv a small 
School, later called ~1cKcough School portion of the community. \\'ith the decline 
in honor of the late \Villiam McKeough. in the colored population, the ancient policy 
for many years chairman of the Chat- of segregating the colored pupils had been 
ham public school board, had been con - abanrloned. Finallv. the ward schools them
structed. The original building co~t some ~elves, like the "oid Central", had becom·~ 
$12,000; in the war )Cars the larger uut-of-datt', in the light oi modern ideas in 
part of the old building was torn down to rt' gard to .;chool buildings. 
make way for a thoroughly modern struc- Whether to rebuild on the original site, 
ture. :'-.IcKeough School early attained high or to seck a new site in another part of thz 
rank under the principalship of the late city, was for long a vexed question. The ex
James Brackin: whose splendid tradition,; pupils of the "old Central" who for senti
haY<' hl'en ahly carried on hv hi!' ~uccessor. mental reasons advocated the original site, 
7\liss \hram. · carried the dav. A new Central School was 

ln the years between 1&>7 and 18CJS. planned to accommodate all the publi~ 
Chatham possessed a fairly comprchensi,·~~ school chtldren of South Chatham; and with 
S} stem of what were then known as "ward its completiOn the classes were centralized 
-;chools"-small neighborhood schools there. and the older ward schools were sold. 
"hich took the junior pupils. the murc ad- This arrangcmt'nt, ht•lpcd out by one ur 
\anct•d class<:s attending the t\\o larger two additiuns to tlw l'l'ntral, pnn·ed fairlv 
public .;chools. The ward sehoul ..,ystt•m it ! -.;atisfactun till llJIO. ''hen lht• overcrowded 
South Chatham. includ- · · IConlluue 1 un Page 71 ). 

ed the Queen Street 
School. erected in 1870 
at a coc:;t of $8000 : the 
Princess Stret•t (or 
"old King Street") 
School. built in 1872 ar 
a cust of $8000. and the 
Payne School. at the 
corner of ~~ urray and 
Prince ~treets. a two
room structure rrected 
in 1868. At one ti lllt.' 
a class was also accom
modated in the "old 
Free" church on Ade
laide strt.'et, near \ \' el
lington, "hich was 
leased by the board for 
school purposes. 

The Princess Street 
School was the third on 
that site. A log school 
had been erected there 
in 1840 to accommodate Origi nal Collegiate Institute Bui lt fn 1885, Viewed f rom Murray Str:, t. 

Patte Sev~n t"t n 



The 

Sheldrick Building 

This l1lork was en·rll'd jq 

1CJ03 hy .\lhnt Shcldrick. 

on till' .... itc pict un•d below. 

The main fluor and rear oi 
top l111or being used cx

dusi\'cly in the tail(lring oi 

CCSTU~l G.\R~l E:\'TS. 

Fifty-two per cent. of our 19.23 summer business caJlll' irom the 
United Stales. 

\\ e giYe particular attention to out-of-town patrons and submit 
sample" to any place on the continent. 

Leave us your m<.:asuremcnts "hik 'isiting- Chatha111 Old Boys'. 
\Ve offer you selection from the larg-est and most cxclusi\'c stock 
of Fine \Yoollcns in \\'estern Ontario and modcrat('ly priced. 

SHELD~ICKS' 
DR \PERS. 1.20 K IXC STREET. 

. . 
Thl· Po:-.t Utiin· !look Store 

which stood on tllc site now 

occupil·<l IJy 

~heidrick .... · Cllsllllll 'failnrin:-~ 

Estahl ish llll'll I. 

'l't\ I r ,ORS 
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Horse Cars in the 80's Made King Street 
Look Metropolitan 

Gl i mpses of K ing Street i n the Horse Car Era 
-Top Picture- Looki ng West from Sixth 

Street. Bottom Pictur~Lookl ng 

East From the Bend. 

M 
.\NY of the Chatham old boys wh·J 

come home this summer will have 
vivid recollections of the latter 

80's, when the famous horse-car system was 
in full operation. 

A few years earlier the Erie and I I urnn 
railway-no'v operated by the Perc )tar· 
quette-had been built as a local north and 
south line. The old Erie and Iluron depOt 
was located at the eastern 
end o£ King :street. 

The fa{·t that the Grand 
Trunk depot "as consid
erably distant seems to 
have inspired a number oi 
cntcrpri:;ing- citizens with 
the belief that a :;trert car 
lim•. traversing the main 
~trcl'ls of the town and 
rnntH•cting- tlw two rai~
roads. \\<ntld pnne a pay
ing- propo:-it ion . 

. \nvwaY, the Chatham 
Street Ritilwa\, Limited. 
was organize<.] in 1885, 
with $25.000 capital, in 
shares of $100 each. J. R. 
Ht>id was president, awl 

And This i n Front of the Rank i n House- T hen, 
as Now, a Popular Hoste lry. 

~. I[. \\'tst was !'Ccretarv-trea:;urrr. l\Tr. 
Heid, the father of the p~esent postmaster, 
S. A. Reid, seems, throughout the ensuing 
years, tn ha\·e been the "weary titan" wh•> 
c:trried the main uurdcn of responsibility for 
the unc..lertaking. 

The street car tracks t'Xtended from thl! 
Cr. T. R depot alon~ Queen street to Fourth, 
alrmg- Fourth to Kmg and along King cast· 
\\'anl to the Erie ancl Huron station. Part 
of the distance was cobblestone pavement, 
part was cedar block. and p:trt was just 

t Continued on Paj:'e S5l. 

I 
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---·----------------·---• .&.! 
Pa~:e Nlneleun 



~~UNNING AFTER what 
means health to him, 
every boy in town is 

Ul.t:=;~E2lt.~~J,JJ hankering after a hunk 

of 

ralmer's 

because it's sweet, deliciously baked, 

dressed in a coat of crispy, crinkly 

brown that makes it the BEST 
BREAD IN TOWN. Try ours today. 

PALMER BAKING COMPANY 
CHATHAM, ONT ARlO. 

Page Twenl)' 



Famous Conflagrations Recalled From The 
Earlier Days of Chatham 

C llA'l'liAM has never had the bad 
luck to be completely fireswept. 
This happy condition was probably 

due to the circumstance that, among the 
very first of the municipal activities after 
1841, was the organization of a voluntct!r 
fire-fighting organization. And ever sine~.: 

then Chatham's fire department, whether 
the volunteer organization before 1881 or 
the paid department since then, has ranked 
high in efficiency. 

There have, however, been some conflag
rations that stand out in the memory of the 
"oldest inhabitant". 

Apart from the war-time destruction of 
1813, which wiped out Baker's block-house 
and McGregor'::; Mill, the first '•big fire" was 
that of 1854, which swept the Eberts corner 
at King and Fifth streets and wiped out 
considerable property further west, on King 
street. The new Fifth street bridge, taken 
over from the government by the municipal
ity earlier in the year, also caught fire and 
was completely destroyed. On the ashes ot 
this conflagration, at the corner of King and 
Fifth streets, rose the present Eberts block. 

Another historic fire, in 1869, wiped out 
St. Paul's (Anglican) church opposite Vic
toria Park- a frame structure, and the 
pioneer church of the community. 

Perhaps the most famous fire in Chat
ham's history, however, involved the 
destruction of "Pork Row". On the south 
side of King street the block between the 
Market Square and Sixth street was then 
occupied by a series of one-slurey or two
storey frame shops, mostly given O\'Cr to thl! 
sale of !'neat and provisions. On the marke! 
corner, where Austin's store now stands. 
was a frame restaurant run l.n Jot'. Green. 
The Sixth street corner, wh~rc Sulman' . .; 
store nuw stands, was occupied by Lamont's 
dry goods store. 

One winter night in 1868 a fire broke out 
in Green's restaurant, and rapidly spread 
through the rO\\- of flimsy frame structure-;. 

t 
·within a couple of hours nothing was left 
of Pork Row except ashes-and a memory. 

It was the most spectacular fire in all 
Chatham's history, and old folks still hark 
back to it as the most memorable occurrencf! 
of their youth. It involved serious disaster 
for the owner:. of the buildings, since insur
ance rates on such flimsy structures had 
been prohibitive; but it represented also the 
turning point in the history of the King 
street business :.ection. New and substan
tial bu'<iness blocks rose on the site of "old 
Pork Row" which is today perhap::; the best 
business '>ectton in Chatham. 

Later spectacular fires were the destruc
tion in the early 80's of the old "Kent Mills" 
in North Chatham, then owned by Camp
bell, Stevens & Co., but originally built by 
Senator Northwood, in 1847; and the burn
ing of the original Manson Campbell 
Fanning ~!ill factory on Colborne street in 
1895. 

Another celebrated fire was that whic11 
in February, 1898, wiped out the historic 
"Royal Exchange Hotel", in its palmy days 
the pride of Chatham. This site, at the 
southwest corner of King and Fifth streets, 
was occupied, in the early days of the com
munity, by the home of Norman L. Freeman 
Chatham's first school teacher. After the 
Freeman place was burned down about the 
time of the rebellion of 1837, the Royal 
Exchange hotel was erected. It was the 
"swell hotel" of the young community, as 
witness the fact that here, on September 6, 

{Continued on Page 23). 

T he Royal Exchange F ire, Februa ry 13, 1899. 

+---- .. .. .,.._....__________ -------------------------+ 
Paare Twenty-Ouu 



GORDON DUFF 
-------DEALER IN------
FRESH and SALTED MEATS 

PORK 
All the Pork We Sell is Raised and Fed on Our 

Own Farm 

POULTRY ORDERS TAKEN AT ALL TIMES 

DELIVERY 

Phone 527 12 Market Square Residence 856J 

((One of the Old Boys Who is Quite Satisfied with Chatham" 

l'a.:u Twtnty·Two 



How Many of These Old Boys Do You Recognize? 

FAMOUS CONFLAGRATIONS RECALLED FROM THE EARLIER 
DAYS OF CHATHAM. 

(Continued !rom Page 21). 

1842, llraham, the famous singer. gave '\ 
concert with tichts at $1 each. 1 t was, 
indeed, n·put\.'d the largest hotel in \Vcstern 
Ontario, till completely eclipsed, several 
decades later, uy the handsome new Rankin 
llouse. 

ln 18<J8, the Royal Exchange, though still 
in operation, h<t<.l taken on a rather decreptt 

aspect. Fire broke out on the night uf 
February 13, 1898, and <.lt:SJ,>tte the desperate 
efiorts of the fire department. in a bitter 
col<.! which speedily turned the ''ater intv 
ice, the old "Royal Ex" was complete)~· 
gutted. \\-ithin the next y<'ar or two, the 
present substantial brick structures arose 
on its higtoric site. 

Pogo Twcnt:r-'l'hrtu 



THE RANKIN HOUSE 
Under the Management of John Pleasance for 

twenty-one years- forty years in buaineaa. 

IDelcomes q"be old Boqs 
Rooms modern, clean and up to the minute. ~~ 

Nice Cool Lager Beer kept in the moat 
sanitary way. 

DROP IN. AND SAy "HELLO JACK" I 
c-- _Q_g_.._ ,.._~~~~"'-"·~·:· 

Old Boys Old Girls 
WELCOME HOME 

A New Memory to Take Home 

With You 

A New Pleasure on Your Visit 

Here 

CRIMP CRUST BREAD 
(THE T ALK OF THE TOWN) 

FRANCIS & DEAN 
71 St. Clair Street Phone 489 

.,_ _______ __ .._._. -~·-·o·-o~ -•-o~-o-•..-..~- ., - • - •- a- •- •t) 
Pace Twent7-Four 
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IN THE DAYS OF REAL SPORT 

An Old T ime Regatta on the Thames. 

I 

i 

I 
I 
1 

I 

DO YOU REMEMBER THE VISIT OF THE DETROIT MOTOR 
BOAT CLUB IN 1910? HERE IS A GLIMPSE OF THE VISITING 
SQUADRON. 

L----· ________________ __..._...........,.._. ·+ 
Page TwentY-Five 



••••••••••••••••••• • • SERVICE IS PARAMOUNT 
••••••••••••••••••• 

• AT THE AUSTIN STORE 

• Ladies' Rest 
Visit Our T ea 

Room for 
Afternoon T ea, 

Lunches 
Dainty Ices 

• Room 
• Second Floor 
il Free Parcel 
• Checking Dept. 
• Main Floor 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • 
II 

• • • • • • • • 

WELCOME HOME 
OLD BOYS 

IDJTII the pa!,sing year:- we hope you ha\'C prospered and that 
your ~ucccss has hut deepened your loYc of the old Home 
cit). \\. e \\ant ) llll to make this store your headquarters. 

~Iect your friends here. U"l' our sen ices. ask us for anything "ithit. 
reason. For mer 2R vcar" \\C ha\e tried to faithfulh and l'f1icirnth 
sene yonr folks \\ ith honcst-to-goodnc"s merchandise. \ Vc h<l\;<, 
mad <.• many friends. T houg-h ~ou li\'c in cli...,tant parts \\C \\ant you 
to fed that as a store and as indi ,·iduals "c "ant to really kn(Jw you. 

COME IN! YOU'LL FEEL AT HOME 

Chas. Austin Co. Limited 
CORNE R MARKET SQUARE AND KING STREET. 

IT PAYS TO TRADE AT THESTOREWITHTHESTOCK 

• • • 
~ • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • : ................. . • ••••••••••••••••••• l'ag Twenty-Six 
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Men Whose Loyal Labors Have Put Chatham 
tn the Fore front as a Well Managed and 

Liveable Community 

TEDDY ( C. D.) SULMAN 

A member of thl:l Father 
a.ud Son Dee Hive Store 
ami Business. Jllrrdly had 
I he shadow ut Sulman. 
Renlor. from tltin~s munici
pal and provincial raded. 

when into the spotlight 
came Sulman. Junior, first 
aldermanic anu then may. 
oramatle. At no time can 
one say that the oc·e:m of 
munidrml politks is pa
cific, 1m( Tt>clcly bas showu 
himselr to bo a good cap. 
lain antl is handling the 
problems cunfroutlug him 
wi.th decision an(l good 
judgment. 

Don't Overlook This P air When in 
the City. 

GEORGE W . WANDS 
One can say truthfully 

that he bas put the "Chat" 
ln the mouern Chatham . 
He has been the Hydro 
Commlsslont·r and helrl all 
the omces in the I. 0. F .. 
except Supreme Cblet 
Ranger. and has either 
been shooting the gun or 
the man behind In all the 
movements ror several 
years for better municipal 
life in Chatllam. He Is a 
33rd df.•gree optimist -
eouldn't !lee the hole In a 
doughnut with a ftE>ld glaas 
and b ready ut all times 
to back his convil'tions 
and put his Ideas Into OP· 
eration. 1 re is a gootl 

C. D. SULMAN 

The Boy Mayor. 

GEO. W . WANDS friend or mau and beast, 
Secretary of t he Old and baa the humor of a 

Boys' Committe e BUI Nye. 

This Is Our City Manager 

HARVEY FULLER, B.A .Sc. 
C ity Manager for the C ity of Cha tha m. 

Ye olde boys, IC you have not kept in toudt with 
the old town you will perhaps not know that Chat
ham was one or the fi rst, ii not the first, city in 

Ontario to put the City !\Iannger plan Into opera
tion anti Harvey Fuller is the man upon whose 
h€'n!l Is hentiu.'{ the burning rays or criticism anti 
t'lost• scrutiny. But take a look at his smilin,; 
<·ountenanee nnrl you '"ill know that all Is well
in fact. d - well. 

Priot· to being appoimed as city manager, h.:o 
wnN <·ity engineer-. rte Look Lht' mHnager joh 
.v!th some reluctance, but haa IIH\de more llum 
~oocl. ln aild'tiou to all the neee!lsary tethnlc.tl 
knowlodge for such a job he is encluwe1l with thr> 
girt or bnullling "humans". lC he doe~ 110l see 
t•yo to eye with ald£>rman or taxpayer. tlwy do uot 
gu awar with n grouch-but rather with the !den 
that thcrt• Is a ehnnee of getting together. His 
motto or "compromise", looking to the better de
velopment or municipal problems has glve11 the 
lleOtJie and the <·oundl a confidence In lllru that 
has enabled him to make good. A drive around 
Challtnm will prove to you that it Is weH kept. 
We have an ioclneralor-all garbage 1:! well col
h.•cted and burned no flies ou u~ is a reality. 
GE't a few Ideas on muuil'ipul goverument rroru 
Harvey Fulle r to take back to your home city. 

~---------·---·~· --··-----·--------------------.---------------------------------------·~~--------------·~ Paa-o Twenty-se,·en 
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The 

DOWSLEY SPRING & 
AXLE COMPANY 

LIMITED 

CHATHAM, ONT ARlO 

Manufacturers of 

Automobile and Truck Springs 

COMFORT-QUALITY- SERVICE 
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Two Incomparable City Officials 

W. G. MERRITT 

Cit y Cler k . 

Truly one of the Olcl Boys, who has stood al the 
helm of lhe Ship of StaLe and guided it through 
many squalls and sevl•re ,;torms. In the past, with 
the kalPicloscopkal r•onditi(IDS which must bavd 
ol>taiuell from tho old forms of municipal govern. 
ment, therE' was always a sound mooring to tie 
to and that was City Clerk ~Ierritt, for l!torms an•! 
squalls did not toss llim about the municipal sea
he knew the corret•t soundings and llleerecl an·ord. 
lngly. He l1as had the detaU or the city's affniJ·;~ 
at his linger ends and always ready and with 11n 
ntfnble manner to give his adrit'e both to alder
man and taxpayer. 

G. E. BRUCE 0. CAMERON 

S. B. ARNO L D 

Of t he Old Boys' Reunion Execut! ve Com mittee. 

He Is one good 11iece of Cbalham timber that did 
not go away lo build up some other city or com
munif y on the broad face of tilt~ North American 
continent. Has stayed right at home and Cha•· 
ham in one way ancl another owes a lot to his 
tmergy anti constructive brain. In all of his 
rears he has bl•en very active, dredging the rive1· 
anti good roads. are !lome of his pet hobbles an•l 
for the past few years making good citizens by 
sending the bad ones to Kingston, Burwash and 
elsewhere. where they get free tuition at govern· 
ment lnstitullons. 

S. B. IS a polished stone In the structure o: 
Greatl!r Chatham and the polish has been put ou 
by the right kind of friction, which Is (rom 
brushing up against everything wortll while. 

Just "Service" 
Hello'? Arc you there? We c·an tell you uf twn 

men who are then•. and tht•Y are G. K B:uc·e. Oi~ . 

trlt·t :\lanuge r. ami D. Carueron. District !'•aut 

Superlntt>ntlent, of the Bell Telephone Company, 

Chatham. From a few phones a few years ago, tn 

thousands of receivers now ;n use, is the rl!cu:·ll t 
in Chatham. which has nl!cessltatt>tl a IH'W build. 

~::::::~::::::;~;:;:!~~~·:·;~~·::~~:;~~: .. ~~~; 111 
munugt:>rl and looked after by a good manager and 
statf. 

l'ngc '1'\\'t' lltY-Nine 
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Boost Good Roads 
1000 MEMBERS FOR 1924 

KENT MOTOR CLUB 
Miss Eastman will call on you to enlist you with 

the only organization in Ontario which protects th~ 
rights of the motorist. 

Membership 
Advantages 

FrE-e h:gal advfc(·. 
Touring Information. 
Insurance on your car at 

cost. 
Special road maps and blue 

book. 
Asslstantc to members 

llasslng Cwnomll. 
:\lcmber~:~hip cards same as 

pa~:;sport al border. 
Constantly watching legis

lation affecting the motoring 
public. 

Freu touring lurormauo•• 
and legal rul vlcll. 

Activities and 
Achievements 
Good Roads. 
Road Signs. 
Danger :Signs. 
Safe and Sane 

tion. 
Legi:;la-

Reciprocity of Liccns~ 
between Canada and U. S. 

Local TraJTic Laws 
.Amended. 

~lore R(lad and Danger 
S•gns. 

'- The annual merubershiv tee Is Jlxed ut $5.00. This iucludes 
:\lembershill in the Ontario .\lotor L1'3K\ll'. Bad1 member is sup· 
Jlli etl with the 1< . • \1 , C. B:ulgo [or his l·o.rs aucl the annual !ee in. 
eludes a year'~< subsc ription to the monthly magazine "Canadian 
Motorist", JlUbllshcd by the League. 

Do your part in making kt nt noted fur Good 
Roads. Let our Secretary explain huw you can in
"urc your car at a ::,a\ ing of 25 per cent to 35 per 
cent on your present rate. 

Insurance at Cost to All Members 

KENT MOTOR CLUB 
Headquarte. s at Chatham, Wallaceburg, Ridgetown, Blenheim, 

Thamesvllle, Bothwell, Dresden and Tibury. 
President, Geo. W. Wane;;; Publicity Chairman, Jack Beardall: 

Membership Chairman, E. G. Phillips; Secretary-T reasurer 
Stan. Thomson. 
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Kent Motor Club Renders Good Service 
to all Motorists 

A N Cmc~'\>J f ZA1'JON which in the 
few ~hnrt yPars of its ex1stence has 
done a great deal to advance the 

inlerests of Chatham and Kent county is the 
Kent Motor Club. 

Affiliated with that strong and influential 
organization, the Ontario Motor Lcagll(·, 
the Kent Motor Club has been able to ac
compli~h a great deal for the benefit of ih 
member:>, and the motoring fraternity gen
erally. Its work has, however, gone further 
and materially benefitted the entire com
munity in many ways. 

1'hc Kent ?dolor Club has been aggrcs
~ively and successfully actin· in advancing 
the good roads movement in Kent county, 
and particularly in urging the construction 
of permanent pavements on roads where 
travel is cxceptionall y heavy. As a result, 
Kent county today has something likt' 45 
miles of concrete roadwa_), with additional 
mileage promised; as well as more than 150 
miles of good gravel roads. Traffic con
ditions in Kent county have, indeed, hct•n 
practically revolutionized. 

In the process of road improvement, the 
Kent Motor Club has been able to secure 
the elimination of a number of bad turns: 
\\'bile danger signs have been ereclt'cl at 
other poinl'i. In addition to thi:-;. ruad sign~ 
ha' c he en c·rectcd throughout tht• eoun ty 
for the guidance :tnd direction of motorists. 

The dub has rcpresentati\ es in all parts 
of Kent county, the county !1e:u.Iq uarlcrs 
heing- at 31 Fifth street, Chatham, where 
the t·n~·rgl'tic secn:tary, Stan Thomson, i,; 
always glad to furnish advice and assistance 
to nwturists, \\'hetln.-r memht·rs nr visiting 
tuuri,.,ts. 

\\'hilc working at all tintcs to secure 
safer and hl'tttr travel conditions for motor
ists and the gcnl'ra.l public as \\'t'll, the Kent 
urganization also works, in conjunction \\lth 
the Ontario )do tor Lcag\ll', to en~ure fair 
treatment ior motorists throughout it:-. tt·r
ritor~, and has bct>n able to do a great deal 
uf good \wrk :dong this line. 

l,argcly thr.ough the publicity efforts of 
the Kent ~futor Club, Kent county 1S every 
yl.'ar hccoming better known to tourists. 
The club has carried on an aggressive adver
tising campaign In familiarize the motoring 
public of the United ::'tates ancl Canada with 
the aclvantages offered l>y thi~ part of 
Southwestern Ontario, with the result that 
there has been in recent years an immense 
influx of mutor tourist:-- and summer vi:.itor.'. 

. \mung uther things, the Kent Motor 
Club has been largely instrumental in se
curing the opening oi tourist camps in most 
of the towns of Kent county. In Chatham, 
\ ' ictoria Park ha::. been cle::.ignated by the 
city council as a touri:st camp, and in addi
tion tll the natural ath•antagcs of a delight
fully ~haded sylvan spot, modest camp 
facilitic::., includiug free gas for cooking, 
have heen provided for the use of motur 
tourists. The facilities here are being added 
to enry year. This camp has been visited 
by mt~torists from many parts of the UniteJ 
States, and is one of the most attractive and 
popular tourist camps in Ontario. 

These things have been accomplished l>y 
dint of steady, per'>i,;tenl, unremitting eJTort 
un the part of the Kent :\Iotor Club, made 
pussihlc by the loyal support of a steadily 
increasing membership in all part.:; of the 
county. 

"' 

T hrough the Efforts of t he K. M. C., V ictoria Park 
Has Been Set A side as a T ourist Camp. 

j 

I 

.......... .. .. -------- ------------------------------ ---------------+1 
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FORTY YEARS IN BUSINESS AND STILL 
GOING STRONG 

•••••••••••••• 
\Ve are proud ui our splt•tulid recnrcl oi iorty yt·ars of 

·ati-,iartory ser\'ice to till' public. 

lhtsitH:s-, i-., nen~r slack at Conlon·, hecan..;~: the maxillt 

oi our store is: 

Small Profits and Big Turnover Bring Best 
Returns ............... 

Call in and '>l'C us \\ hilc you arc in town, for we arc al
ways pleased to make new acquaintatH.'<::-. and renew old ones. 

............... 

The Gordon Store Co. 
125 King Street. Phone 168. 

I 

I 



Chatham Horticultural Society Works for the 
"City Beautiful" 

C REIHT iura great deal of Chatham's 
attractiveness as a city is tttH.loubt
cdly due to the excellent work car

ried on for a number of years past by the 
Chatham llorticultural Society. 

TlH• ohjcl'l of the society i::; to l><•autify 
the dty, and to make it a more attractive 
place to live in. The work of the sudety 
i..; carried on hy a body of enthu~iastic oi
iin·r:-. '' ith the ro·operation and support of 
a large and gwwing mcmhcr. ... hip. 

i\lud1 uf tht• work uf the :-ociety i._, of 
courq·, done thmug-h the individual mcm· 
her:-. Eal'h mrmln·r:-hip at the modest '-IIIII 

of $1 a y<·ar ('lltitll-s tht· member to an option 
"nrth fully that amount, or more. ~o that, 
in addition to :>upporting a worth-while and 
useful organization, every membt•r of till~ 

llurticultural Society gets full Yalue in 
plants. hulhs or other commodities. 

Tht• ~~~dety ha..; accompli:-;hed a good 
work in ('dm·ating its members and the 
public to what can be done by individual 
citizt'tl:- in the way of civic beautification. 
quite often with a very small outlay. Big 
result:- ha\·c already been accomplisiH.~d. as 
the bright gardens of tulips and other sprint:" 
llowt•ring bulbs in the ~pring months. and 

The Chatham Horticultura l Society Encourage. 
the "City Beautiful" Idea. 

Attractive Greenery Covers Bare Walla. 

the a ttractivc Ia wns ancJ tluwer bed-. 
later in the season can testify. 

1\part from this, the Chatham llorti
cultural ~ocicty takes charge carh year 
oi a g{'ncral program of civk hcautifi
l'<ttion. Under the din·rtion uf expert:;, 
tlw public parks and other public 
plan·-: arc cared fur, !lower hells arc 
planll'tl. and shade trel'!'> sl'l out. l•:n·n· 
n·ar :o;c\'cral hundreds t~f suitahk shade 
irt'l· ..... rhietly elm and Xorway mapll', 
an~ st·t out in previously t•mpty 
:-;tn·tchcs or to replace older tree-. 
" hich have to be cut down. 

\Vhile excellent work has bet•n al
ready accomplished, the feeling of the 
t•nthu..;ia..;tic officers of the association 
is that the surface of our po5sibilities 
has been merely scratched. \\. ith a 
larger membership. acth·ely engaged in 
the work of civic beautification, still 

(Continued on Pnge 53). 
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The Trade Mark of 
Perfection! 

FREE OFFER 
IN EACH 

GARMENT 

FOR SALE 
AT ALL 

DEALERS 

If you just ask for overalls, you deserve whatever you 
get; but if you demand "Walker's" you deserve 

the best- and get it. 

Made of heavy denim--double pockets where the wear 

comes. Cut comfortably large. An Overall you can 

swear by. 

Walker-Fell Overalls, Ltd. 
CHATHAM, ONT ARlO 

l'n~:e Thirty-Four 



Chatham- The "Maple City" 

The Market Building. King Street, Looking East from Sixth, About 1890. 

King Street. Looking West, 1924. 

Grand Avenue East, When it was Head Street. 
Opposite D. R. VanAIIan's Residence . One of Chatham's Attractive Residential Streets. 

.. + ... ·-----.. ---.---...-...-.--·------,------
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GILA§§lFORD 
HOUSE 

TIM DONOVAN, P roprietor. 

W ellington Street Phone 204 

A Home Away From 
Home 

RATES: 
$1.50 
$2.50 

Single 

Double I 

L.:;:~:=~~::.:om ;n Connect;on I 
..._.~~~~ 

A HAT BOUGHT FROM 

MADAME FULLERTON 
is a hat that complies with 
the latest decrees of fashion 
at a prlre that no large store could com

pete with 

MADAME F ULLERTON, 
179 King Street 

Pace Thlrty-SI:x 

r 
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•••••••••••••••••• 
Merrnt & Coo 

!Lnmfiltedl 

Manufacturers of 

Velhlnclle 
IBefl1lt W oodl 

Goodls 

FERTILIZERS 
Commercial Fertilizers For Every 

Crop and Type of Soil. 

CANADIAN 
FERTILIZER 

CO. LTD. 
FACTORY: 

End of King Street East. 

OFFICE: Market Building. 

~--------------------~~ 



How Some of Chatham's Writing Folk Have 
Immortalized the Old Home Town 

C IL\'f'TIAM has in the past century 
and more been associated with 
many of the leading literary lights 

of Canada and, indeed, of the English
speaking worlcl. Se,·eral of the writers who 
once called Chatham their home town hav~: 
won international recognition. 

The first writer of repute to set foot on 
the site of what is now the City of Chatham 
was :Major John Richardson, author of 
"\\' acousta", the fir~t Canadian novel. 
Richardson, as a boy, took part in Proctor's 
retreat up the Thames in 1813, was taken 
prisoner at 1\Iuraviantown, and chronicled 
the military operations on this front in his 
"\Yar of 1812". 

'I'hat book contains the first published 
reference in what mav be called literature
a.;; distinguished from.' government reports-
to '"hat is now Chatham. 

Robert Ba.rr, famous as a novelist, taught 
school in Raleigh in the 70's. Though Barr 
made liberal usc of his Canadian experiences 
in some of his books, he does not seem to 
have specifically referred to Chatham. !low
ever, a good many Chatham names appear 
in his stories- as "Jennie Baxter, Journal
ist," one of his most successful novels. 

Archibald Lampman, the first Canadian 
poet of distinction, was a native of Morpeth; 
and '!'om Mac Innes, now, after many years, 
coming into his own, was born at Dresden. 
Both left Kent county, however, in their 
boyhood; and Chatham does not appear in 
tht•ir work. 

Edwin W. Sandys, son of the late Arch
deacon Sandys, and widely known as :.t 

writer on outdoor topics, always kept a 
warm ~pot in his heart for the old home 
town. In his early years as a writer he 
produced some very clever humorous 
:>ketches based, it would seem. on incidents 
of his boyhood here- in all probability 
somewhat embellished by his fertile fancy. 

Archie P. ~lcKishnie, a native of Ken:, 
lived in Chatham for a good many years. 
llis "Ll·nix Ballister" s tories which appeared 
in that sterling Canadian publication, Mac-

Lean's Magazine, deal with colored life and 
characters in a fictitious "Chatville East". 
There can be no doubt that McKishnie got 
his initial idea for "Chatville East" f rom 
Chatham's "east end"; though opinion is 
divided as to whether the stories present an 
absolutely faithful picture of the folks there. 
"Lenix Ballister", however, had a very real 
counterpart in Chatham. 

'I'he one unmistakable depiction of old 
days in Chatham is given in Arthur 
Stringer's second novel, "Lonely O'Malley". 
Arthur Stringer was a native of Chatham; 
his birthplace can still be seen on Colborne 
s treet, a few doors east of Prince. Stringer 
spent much of his boyhood here, mostly on 
the Thames, and is reputed to have narrowly 
escaped drowning on at least one occasion. 

Among the future author's escapades in 
the 80's was the fitting out of a " low, rakish 
craft" of peculiar aspect which sailed thl! 
Thames with the fearsome skull and cross
bones at the mast-head. It was on this craft 
that the inimitable F. B. Stevens won hi'S 
rank as "Cap", while Stringer appears to 
have been one of the deck hands. While he 
scrubbed the deck and loaded the cannon, 
the budding author seems to have been ac
cumulating material for future use in his 
literary work. 

Anyway, the episode re-appeared, twenty 
years later (more or less) in "Lonely 
O'Malley". The story was, of course, 
brought a little nearer to modern times, and 
the place was thinly disguised as "Cham
bora", but Stringer's descriptions of people 
and places in his book-and, above all of th~ 
pirate crew-made the identity of "Cham
bora" unmistakable. 

Curiously enough, the fi rst chapter of 
"Lonely O':Malley" was published in The 
Planet Souvenir of the Old Boys' Reunion 
of 1904 ; the co'?plete story appearing in 
book form later m the same year. It is an 
interes ting coincidence that the second OI•J 
Uoys' Reunion, twenty years later has been 
signal ized by the republication of "Lonely 
O'~lalley". It is perhaps the one book of 
fiction in existence in which Chatham
Chatham as it was in the middle 80's-is 
unmistakably depicted. 

Pa~e Thlrty-Seve n 
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Cl' i Plant of the Dominion Sugar Company at Chatham 
!t Built in 1916 

This plant has a slicing capacity of eighteen hundred tons of beets per day. It requirea three trains of 
thirty cars each to bring in a day's supply of beets. Cane Sugar refining is also carried on in this plant 
during part of the year--capacity one million pounds of Raw Sugar per day. During one calendar year over 
ten thousand loaded railway cars moved in or out of this great plant. Ita product is shipped aa far weat aa 
Regina and east to the Atlantic Coast. 



IS CHATHAM GOING AHEAD? LOOK AT THESE VIEWS OF OUR 
CITY IN THE 90'S. 

~inct• thl'n : Lir:;ulinc Collt'gt• dvuhlt•d: 'Iarrison llall {•n·rcr.-)\\'<kd: ~ .... ,,. ~larkct 

Huildin~: J\t'\\' 1 . .' . B. C.; Public r.t•m•ral I lu;.pital mon· than doubled; l'. C. I. doubled; 
Everything Growing-Exct'pt the Jail. 

Paae Thirty-Nino~ 
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W. J. r-Easton 
BUTCHER 

2Utq Anuiurrnary 
3 Stores 

Phones: 878, 638, 430 ; Res. 610. 

71 King Street. Market Square. 234 Queen Street. 

\Vc ha\"e grown from a small shop to one of the largest ancl mo"l mod
ern in \\"estern Ontario. 

Our motto has been to procure the\ cry IJcsl stock rai::.cd on Kent County 
farms, and our many <>atisfied custo11ters IJear eYidcncc of our great success. 

\ Ve hope to meet all of our old friends and trust we may make many 
new ones. 

Yisitors will be heartily welcomed during- this 1924 Old Boys' and Cirls' 
Reunion \\'cck, or at any time. 

r·-·---:------------------------------~ 

ONE OF THE 

OLD BOYS WHO 

STAYED AT 

HOME 

Welcomes 

You Home 

Pace FortT 

IN BUSINESS 

OVER 14 YEARS 

Clements' 

S hoe Store 
CHATHAM, 

ONTARIO 
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When Chatham Was Terminus of Famous 
''Underground Railroad'' 

I
N the two decades itnm('cliately pre
ceding the A111crican Ci,·il \Var, the 
activitit· · of i>:orthcrtl ,\holitiuni"ts in 

as-.bting tlw soutlwrn :-fa,·e~ tn frt.'t•don• 
mnde thi" part of ~outhwt• ... tcrn ( >ntario in 
etrt·ct the tll)rthern terminu ... c,f the fnmou;; 
"mult:rgrouncl railroad". 

'!'hi:; organization prm·ith•cl help an ,} 
c;heltcr for the fug-iti,·e c;Javcs on their way 
to Canada; and it-. artivitic:> rc:.ultcd in a 
considerable intlux oi colored people, many 
of whom ~cltlt•d in Chatham. 

At one time. probably one-third of the 
population was eolon·cl. Since till' ri~ks 
invnlvecl in escaping frnm shn·ny \H'rc ron
:-;iclcrahle. tht• acl\'enture was nne which 
appeakd only to thl· nH•rc clnrinj.(ancl high 
spirited of the -.Jan· .... : ~n that the t'l•l (•red 
people who m:u!l' tht·ir homt·~ hen• wen. 
clistim·th• oi tlw hettt•r and mon· intt>lligent 
d:\~S. 111;1ny ui th~ tn hl'ing cxrn·dingly well 
t•d uca t eel. 

The rulon·d pt' llple in t 'hat ham Wl'H' for 
thl• most part indu,.,triou:- a11<l pru:-pcro •u-.. 
nut! r<'nderccl material a-.,i,..tancc tv ,>thc r 
tila\'e~ in escaping to the north. 

• \ mong the hi storit·a I land-
marks uf l'h:uham i-. tlw red
painted l>rkk hou-.,· ju.;t !-t>Utl, 
ami ca:'t nf the l'. 1'. R. cros~iug 
at . \cll'laiclt· stn'l'l. ( >ri~inally a 
four- tc:twnwnt !'trurture. known 
a~ tht• "llultnn I lothl'," it wa' in 
thi:- buildin,~.r that John Bro\\'n. 
the famuu" ahulitioni~t. l'unfc·rn·d 
with the lt-adt·rs nf the n>lorc:cl 
:-;dtlt•mcnt in tht· inll of 1~58. in 
rc:gard to hi~ plan-, for a rising of 
the :-outlwrn sla\'(':-. 

lll•re \\'l're partially matur~d 
the plans for tht· :-;uh:-t·qm·nt raHI 
11n I larpt•r's Ft•rry. which hi,turic 
ilasco n ·sulll'cl in the capture and 
execution f.f luhn Brown and his 
associatcs-aitd which, later, did 
much to precipitate the Civil \Var. 
"John Brown's hody is moulder· 
ing in the grave, but his soul goe,; 

marching on", became tht• mart·hing--.ong ni 
the northern troops in thnt historic struggle. 

J\nothrr familiar ti,~.run• of -.lavery and 
later dav-. was Rev. ro..,inh I ll·rt.;on, who 
made hi; home at Drl':-lh·n. hut wa:- well 
known in the Chatham colored ~cttlc•mt· nt. 
llen,.,un was in some·rc:-peets the original oi 
l•nclc Tcm1 in Ilarrict Beecher Stowe's 
iamou hook, ''Uncle 'I' om·~ Cnbin". ~Irs. 
Stowe vi<:itt•d Chatham and vicinit\' while 
writing the book. to Sl'cttre fir-.t h:'lnd in· 
iormation from some of the csc:tped :-laves, 
nnd several chapters of the :-tory were writ
ten in Kent county. 

'!'he Ci,·il \\'ar and Lincoln's Emancipa
ti•m prodamntion had a marked efTcct on 
the rolorl'd population in Chatham. The 
1111rthcrn victun· left them fn·c to n'tttrn tu 
the lJnitt-d :-;tates without it'ar of molcsta
ti••n: and \\'hile many of the oldt•r people 
till tlll'y died t•hm~ to th e Cllllllllllnity which 
had J;i\'cn them :-ht'IH·r. tlw ytHIIlger 
gt•twrattnn large!! Kr;n·itatt·d tn I >ctroit and 
o~ther , \merit·an citit·-. \\'lll'rt' th e ,· fn und 
n·ady tmpluymc:nt and mnclc new h:•mc'. 

The rc-.ult ha:- bet•n a :->tc·ad\' and in 'IJilll.' 

rl'spt't' h ra pid .;hrink<l l!.:' .. { till' t' u} .. n•tl 
population in Chatham. J\t 1111c time the 

tC'nntlnlll'<l on l'ugc 'ii) . 

24th Battalion on Tecumseh Park, 1870. 

·-----------~~----·---------------------------------------------+ Pace Forty-One 



CHATHAM WORKS 
-OF THE-

International Harvester Company 
FOR MANY YEARS THE HOME Of GOOD WAGONS, SLEIGHS AND 

THE POPULAR INTERNATIONAL SPEED TRUCK. 

To give in detail the history of the factory illustrated here would require many 
pages. Suffice it to say, however, that since its beginning, many years ago, it has 
always turned out a product to be proud of. Chatham Wagons and Sle~ghs have 
always been recognized in the trade as the very best that could be made. Never 
once, has any fundamental principle of quality been sacrificed in order to meet a 
competitive price. 

The best of material in the hands of expert workmen-many of whom in 
point of service, are entitled to be called " OLD B O YS"-is converted into 
wagons and sleighs that stand the test t'f time under the hard, racking conditions 
found on the average farm. 

More recently the work of building the International Speed Truck has been 
added to the Chatham W orks. This is being conducted under the same rigid 
practices of manufacture and inspection that have governed the making of wagons. 
The Canadian Speed Truck has made a favorable name for itself in every part of 
the Dominion-and it is a Chatham product. 

INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY 
O F CANADA L~o. 

CHATHAM, ONTARIO 

WAGONS, SLEIGHS - MOTOR TRUCKS 



Henry Smyth a Real "Old Boy" 

T fIE oltk t native and "to the 
born" uf Chatham's citizen , who e 
stay ha"' het.•n continuous since Jan

nary 15, IS.H. 

IIi~ education. :-lH"h a, it i . . wa~ acquired 
a t 1\Ir. McColl's school in thb tllwn; at 
Caradcll' A<·adt.·my. thi ~ide of Londuu, 18 
miles cli::.tant: and at the Chatham Cram
mar Sehoul, ]{n l'rt' rHI Georg-e .Jamie::.un, in
nunhcnt. 

H EN RY SMYTH. 

I lc was fir!'ll t.•lectcd to the town roum·il 

in 1R(ii for the Busint' ='" ( King :'trect) 

\\·ani ,)f the town, 

heading the poll. tim··' 
to be l.'lel'lt.•d; tht.• other 
two, in tlw order 
named, heing Dr. C . J. 
~. 1\skin and ~lr. Thos. 
Holmes. 

:\Ir. ~myth was l'll·c t· 
cd te1 the town and 
rounty rourH·ib in IB6i 
as clt•puty rt.'C\' l'. by a•:
clanwtion: wa:- t.•h·ctctl 
rnayur in H~6q in a con
tested t.•lectio n. and in 
1870 hv act·l:un :~ tion . 

lie was t.•lt•cll'd to 
the to\\'n and l'IIUilt\· 

rouncil.; rn 1Xi2 :ts 
rel'\'(' in a cunlt•s I<~< I 
elc•t.·tiem; and t.·lt.·cterl 
mayor in !Xi(), for a 
third term, hy a r cl:una
tion. 

~I r. Smyth was mayor for a fourth term 
in 1894, after a contest, ancl again in 1897, 

.ior a fifth term, aiter a red-hot contest 
In IRi I :\I r. Smyth reccivccl the unani-

11111\b nomination for the Legislature of a 
111\bS-nH•t•ling of Con~crvati\•es held in the 
Town llall, hut declinC'd it. fn 1878 ho! 
a:>se sed the tnwn in association with Daniel 
Forsyth, E:-;q. lie was chosen by the coun
cil in 1880 as arbitrator for the town, in 
conjunction with ex-\ Van len John Lee of 
Orford. acting fur the county. ancl IIi;; 

• ll o nor Judge Davis of London, as umpire, 
to settle the terms upon which tlw town's 
withdrawal fmm the county. judicially and 
municipally. wa~ accomplio::hccl. hy the pa)
mcnt to the town. hy the nmnty . .,f a sum 
fixccl hy the arbitrator:>. 

;\Jr. Sm\'th sa\'s 1841 wa:-; a n•:1r ''' he 
rcrnemherccl. I !c came anns,. i~r J anuar\'. 
Kin~-: Edward. Sir Wilfrid Laurier. I !o~l . 
CtPrg-c \\' . Ru%, John Tunwr, I !t·rnwn 
l~ht'rts. 1\lcx. Sherr' tT. lame-. ~l c~ta\' ~rnith 
John I !olrnc~ and Sidne\' Davis \\'t·r~ 
hr .. ught forth in 1841; ;uid m 1841 the 
Union of l'ppl.'r and Lo\\'e:r Canada was cf
fl'l·tcd. 

CAPT. H. L. MITCHELL 
~reet "Mitl'h", a" he Is known 

to local returned men nncl oth· 
er.s-the E'fflf'ient 8!0!1'~ tant !IE'C· 
retary nne! e:eneral "ll•lOh·bah" 
or the Old U:>y~· and Girls' He. 
union. 

Up to his wtrs in wurk umun~t 
~undry envelnJlPS tlllll drtulnrs 
for the past thref' mont.hs, !to 
hns hustled niT >~umrthlng llku 
live thou,;nnd tln·u larR anrl thtt 
same number of 11rograms to thl.' 
utmost bounds or old mother 
Pnrth. For tlw six wt•l"ks or lo
ten!llve preparntfon that have 
rE'st.!lted In ~lw Jlrl'sent mat~ · 
nltkem organization, hP. ha~ ul· 
tended !!COrP;; or Oll'etlngs anet 
nttended to rnany deWII!I con· 
<'Prning the 1 eunlon. 

"~l!tch'• !;CI'Vl'lf 0V(•rRe8>< with 
the lSth Battalion. rnll!ltlng nt 
Woodstock with tht• "Oxford'!! 
Own". the 16~th battalion. His 

liatotal service amounted to thre•l 
• years. 

Pace FortY-Three 
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Old Bo1Js and Old Yirls 

J. BEVERLY KERR, 
Proprietor. 

TRY THE NEW HOTE L GARNER 
FOR ALL THE COMF ORTS OF H OME 

\\'e :trc hen· to accommudatc vuu and 
ullcr :L\Iodcrn llott•l !"en·icc in t'\'cr;· depart
ment. 

Complt'tt• n•novat:on uf the Old Garner 
l Ioibl', inside and out, ha-. been accom
pli:-IH:cl during- the lir:;t year of the n('\\' 
manag-ement. 

Rcml\'a tiun-. include uew m"dern furni:-h
ings throughout, running water in every 
room, Ill'\\' d i 11 in g ro11111 , ban q lll' t room a 11 d 
kitchen, mon· baths. rewiring. with new 
elec tr ic lixtun·s. a nd cumph·tc rl'dccoration. 

Only hotel in the city featuring- Bur, 
Baggage, Porter, Sample Room, Elevator 
and Bell Boy Sen icc. 

Try Our Dining Room for an Attractive Menu 

Special Meals to be Served All Week for the Benefit of Old Home 
Boys and Girls. 

HARRY A. JACQUES, Manager. GLEN D. CAMPBELL, Chief Clerk. 



J. Frank McKeough's Gift Establishes 
Fine Precedent 

T I I E yt·nr 0f the 192·1 O ld Boys' Ht>
union is marked IJy a philanthropi•; 
g-i ft to the cc1mm uni ty which tlc~ervc:'i 

th e full est nwas ure of public recogni t ion. 

J . FRANK Mc KEOUGH. 

Chatham's past hbtory has lwc•n rather 
bnrc of o;;uch philanthropil•s. Though in 
Chatham the a\·crage of incliddual wealth 
and proo.:perity has been high. at n<• stage of 
it" hi-.tory Ita.;; the c<•mmunity pos<:<-..;<:,-.d 
many men of l' Xl't>pthmal wealth. 

J. Franklin ~ ! cKeough wa~ hardly, as 
money i~ now rated. a wealthy man; but he 
hacl a big heart. And hi.;; hcque:-ot oi $5000 
to pro,•ide a public park and playground for 
Xorth Chatham is significant of the "pirit of 
community patrioti:-m which actuated him 
throughout a u,..ciul liic, and which lc:t\'t'3 
a Ja ... tlllg memorial behind him. 

Charactcri.;tkally. the new Nunh Chat
ham pat k i-. not to be a memorial to the 
clonor. but a memorial to his ncpht'w, the 
late \ \ ' illiam ~tewart :'lkKcough, who, i11 
tiH' Great \\'ar, made the supn•mc ~acrifice 
fur king. country r1nd human lihl'r ty. 

The Ct)ll111lllnit\· t){ Chatham owe' mm·:1 
during more th<in half a Cl'ntury tu the 
civic patrioti:-tn. the public Sl'r\'ic.:l· and the 
private genl·ro..;ity of the McKeough family 
From the founder c,f that familv, the late 
\Villiam :'lkKeough, the sccom( and thid 
generation:' inherited a noble l'Xampk·, and 
have l'on-.i.;tcntly lived up to it. 

~Till~ 
SERVICE 

THE NEWS JOB PRINTING DEPT. 
NEWS BUILDING. PHONE 173. 

A. C. WOODWARD, Proprietor . J . C. SHEPHER D, Manager. 

~------------------- ~ Pa l'• Jo'orly-lflve 
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;; We Extend a Hearty Welcome to 
The Old Boys' Home Coming 

1 he American Pad & Textile Co. 
COLLAR PADS 

FOR HORSES 

-~IANCFACTCRERS OF-

WORKING MEN'S 

COTTON GLOVES 



A LIVE CHATHAM INDUSTRY 1 

T il g IIA YES \\'liEEL C()~II'J\::-\Y 

< >F Ct\.:-\J\ ll J\, LDII'I'ED. incor
p(Jratcd in 19lo, purcha:-t·d the plaut 

then known a~ '!'ht' Chaplin \\' heel Com-
pany, J.imitcd, for the primary purpose of 
manufacturing , \utumobilc \\'heel:; and 
Ri~ns for the Cauadian ·and exp<~rt tnuk:-. 

During the late war, a large addition wa:' 
built to the Chatham plant fur the manu
facture of munition , and later wa~ equipped 
with all modern machim·ry for the produc
tion of J\utonwbilc J\xles. 

Owing to the incrrased <il'mand fur 
I fa) cs pruducb, it wa:' found IH.'Cl'Ssary tu 
purch:tse, in 1~22. the Drop Forgl' Plant oi 
'l'hc General Furging:-; & Stampings, Lim
ited, at ~Lerritton. Untariu, tu "hich point 
the Rim Divi:;iun \\'as moved from \\' incisor, 
Ontario, thus ineurpurating umkr one man
agement, plant:- fur the economical manuiac-

JACK PLEASENCE 
40 Years i n Buslness-21 Years Proprietor 

of t he Ranki n H ouse. 
1'he human strntu Is smnethlng like the r·1x-k 

strata-you havf' to tlig deep to gt>t the granite 
and the Jlrl'clou!l stone. Jul'k Pleaserwe is the 
dL•ep siUM'-not on thl' surtace. With a hlg !wart 
und a d~t<in• 10 help tht' man who !11 down. J al·k 
has puutllcd his own l'llllCltl rlgllt her<' in the swHt 
current ur King t<lrl'et rur nearly hair n I'PIItury, 
!nit without trumpt>ts - wo will nut !itiY without 
homs, ror ill the ultl clays Ja<·k rurnl!'ht·cl ~o01l 
horns over the poli:lht•d nJithugany or thP Hankin 
H oust'. Ono wall ul wuys surtl of tIll' n·nl "Ol!lt• 
~Iacklt>." J uck I>~ one or tht· renl old timers :md 
llvell up to his old reputation ror houe!lt)' uud 
goOd henrteuness. 

ture oi \\'heels, J\xlcs, Rim:;;, Forgings nn<l 
~tam pings. 

HAYES product:- an.· standarcl equip
ment on u\'cr 50% of all automobile" in u::,c 
in the world today. the Company cnrrying 
on an extensi\'c export trade to England. 
Ireland, l>t-nmark. Xurway, llolland , Spain, 
J\ rgt·n tine and Urazil. 

Its employees number more than four 
hundred t-WO) nnd pn11luec ninety thousand 
(IJO.OOO) comt,lete whet•!:; p(•r month for The 
Ford :;\lotur Company. General Motors uf 
Canada, Limited. The Willys-Overand, 
Limited, Till' Durant ~lutors of Canada, 
Limited. Tlw Gray- IJurl 1lotor;;, I.imitt•d. 

The ollicer:' arc as follows: 
C. B. I I ayes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President 
J. 1>. Chaplin .......... . .• Vicc-Pre:>idcnl 
A. D. Chaplin .... Secretary anti Treasurer 
\\'m Kistler ...... . ... Gt•m·ral :.lanagl·r 

t 
1 

1 
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If You Doubt Chatham's Future-=-

J. ~tt·anll'r '"fhrou~mml l~IRtl<lo·r ' 
Wharf at Tecum6eh. 

:!. c·art~<·J:h• l'uhllc: I.IIJriH)', 
3. Queen Mllr)' l'ultllo:: ~··huol . 
4, CuUIIlY and Cit)' llull•llnJo:li. 
ft. fl••ll TdeJOhonc llulldlng. 
6. Hutel Sanll.ll. 
i , Thanli!B Rl\'er ull ltl:frlUla U:ty. 
li. l'ubllc General Hospital. 

H ERE are :-ome glimpses of Chatham 
as it is today. Else,vhcre tn this 
Sou\·enir, arc some dews of our 

communlt) as it was in earlier days. 

Humanity io.; prone to become pessimisti.: 
at times; and C\'en in a li,·e community like 
Chatham, pes~imism sometimes rears its 
head. 

\\'c who "-lay with the city are so close to 
it that we do not realize how splendidly it 
compares with other communities of even 
greater pretensions; how much more alive 
it is than most of its competitorl:i; and above 
all, how much more lh·eable. 

1!. !'ht•wlng \\'t•Ht Shit• or .\lark••t ~!llllllt·. 
10. r,,,~·alt)' l>ll)' l'am•lt•, .\lay 11<1, 1~%4, Shun·Iug 

Boy l<••out :-: .. nlon. 
II f'rntral l'nl•ll•· S~htt<•l . 
1~. llvmh&h•n l'ugat· <'•unpnt•Y llulldlug. 
13 •• \ Deauty :-:Jiul, T•·<·umso h Park. 

But e\'Cll those Chathamit{'S whn, in H 

lung- rc:.idcnce l:!:re, haYe seen little of rival 
communities, can mca~ure the progn.:s~iv•; 
:-pirit of their city by \Ontrasting what it j..; 
today with what it was ll!n, t\\'t•nty. thirty 
or forty years ago--or even further back. 

All thi~ modern, clean. bright, wide-awake 
li\'!.'able community has been built up by tlll: 
ciTorts of its citizens and by no other agency 
from an Indian trail through ..;wale an:! 
~wamp and trackless bush. 

'l'hc men who lived and workl-d in Chat
ham and laid the foundation of the commu11· 
ity-not demigods, but mere falliblt• human..; 
like you and me-when they jubilantly 
conned IIenry Verrall's first census with it~ 
showing of 300 population, never drt!amed 

J 



ontrast The Present With The Past 

I!) 11<'11, t~f tlw da\' "Jwn Chatham's population 
\\'••tdd tot a I mun• than 15,000 ~nuls. 

The rnrn who wclcwued the Jir:-;l stage in 
1828 a!'suredly dicl not imagine the lir::,t rail
road that came only 26 years later; and 
mo!'t assuredly they never dreamed of a day 
whrn tlll'ir little hamlet, reaching bcyonJ 
their wildest im;tginin~s. would be st•rved 
by six steam or electric lines bringing their 
descendant!' into touch with every import
ant communitY on the .\merican continent. 

The men ,,:ho urged their weary horses 
over a rough road, muddy and full of jolting 
ruts, past shabby frame stores and log 
hotels, did not picture the day- not so very 
distant, as the life of a community is reck
oned-when that same road, paved with 

H . ,\m~ricnn l'aol :mol Textlk• \\'urks 
lfi. l'hathnm'• \\'c•r :\lemortul. 
lG. The Urny-ll,lrl .Muturs. J,lmlt•••l. 
17, . \ Ho•sld~ntlal ~trcet, \'kl<·llo. .\\'cnue. 
I~. \ 'l<'t•)rhl l'nrk. Tourist~· I :Umpiug IOruund 
19. Chntham, the Most Suutherl)' I'll) 111 t.:<umtla 

;-;mouth asphalt, lined with tall brick blocks 
and handsome plate glass window!', woulc..l 
be crowdt•d with swift-moving con\'eyanccs 
driven by the then undreamt·d-of power of 
gasoline 

The Chathamites who, appalled at the 
:<opect.1clc of ruin, turned out on a wintry 
night in 1868 to watch "old Pork Row" gil 
up in !lames, did not foresee the day when 
tall brick blocks would replace the shabtn· 
frame shacks then vanishing into ashes. · 

Since Abraham Iredell made his first 
narrow Sllr\'C)" of the community, the tallow 
dip has gin·n place to the. oil lamp, the oil 
lamp to ga~. and gas to electricity. 
To tcc..lious fout-tra \'el and ~low-moving 

(Continued). 



Celebrate Re-union Week With 

A NEW PIPE 
We are giving a twenty-five cent package of tobacco 

FREE 
with every DOLLAR PIPE purchased from us during 

the week juat to ahow that we appreciate your patronage 

UNITED CIGAR STORES, UMITED 
KI NG STR EET 

~~~ TlJtt' Real Service Station 
GENUINE SERVICE FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

Westinghouse, Gray & Davis and Bosch. Connecticut Ignition, 
Prest-O-Lite Batteries, Mazda Lamps, and Brushes for All 

Makes of Starters and Generators. 

EVER-READY A & B BATTERIES ALL MAKES and SIZES 
MOTORS, STARTERS AND GENERATORS RE-WOUND 

GASOLINE AND OILS 

Chatham: Battery & Electric Service 
145 QUEEN STREET. PHONE 103 

l 'q 1-'ltl Y 

(' 

' . • 
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To the Rlghtl-
24th Regiment, Ar m· 
ouries and Tecum. 
aeh Pa rk as They 
Are Today. 

Below -Tecumsell 
Park and t he Old 
Barracks. 

TECUM SEH PA RK , 24TH BATTALION, 1870. 

------------



t "'~" l"l flY· 'l'wo 

The Best Gray- Dort 
Ever Built 

T liE GR.\ Y-DORT you can buy today at the 
Gray-Dort showroom is the best Gray-Dort cn:r 

built. 

It ha:- bt-tlt•r parts than t'\'cr before were put in a 
car at its price. It has fint•r engineering de-..ign. The 
workmanF-hip i:-> of a clas,; dcmaudt·d only in car,; cost
ing much more. It is the mo~t l'are.fully in~pcded car 
on the market today. It has the finest rear axle ever 
put into a motor car. 

These are but a few of the things which show 
how the new Cray-J )ort management has revolution· 
izcd tht• building of mot•)r cars. Xo man can stay in 
our organization ii he cun:-;idl'rs anything but perfec~ 
work guod enough for the Gray-Dort. lie must work 
on EVEHY car a~ if it were I I I~ own car. 

'l'hcn why tlw amazingly luw Gray-Dart prices? 
Simply because we must get recognition for the Gray
Dort as the best car in its class. 'fill that time Gray
Dnrt prices will remain low. 

GENUINE BALLOON TIRES 
Optional at Slight Extra Cost. 

---------~~-------

GRAY-DORT MOTORS, 
Chatham, Ontario 

A Complete Line of Gray-Dort Fours and Gray-Dort 
Sixes. 
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CHATHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY WORKS FOR THE 
"CITY BEAUTIFUL". 

IConttuuL·rl rrom PagP 331. 

more attracti,·e t•csulb can be accomplished. 
The o lliccr!'l llf the Chatham Horticultural 

Society fur 1924 arc: 
llonomry 1-'n:sidcnt, Dr. Gcu. T. ~Ic-

Kcough. 
Prc~idcnt, James Innes. 
\ tcc l'n~sitlcnt, .\. F. Falls. 
~l·cn· tary, Fred Collins. Tclt.:phunc 1081]. 
'l'rca~urer, James Simon. 
, \u<.litor:-o, !larry Collins, \\". Smith. 
Director~, \V. E. Rispin, F. W. James, 

l\lilttll1 1\ogart, 11. ]. Stevenson, Dr. Bryce 
Kendrick, Dr. C .C. Bell,\\'. R. Landon, M. 
J. Fultz, Geo. Sprague. 

Ladies' Advisory Board, Mrs. A. A. 
llicks, l\Irs. James Innes, Mrs. J. P. Dunn, 
l\lr::;. J no. Glassford, ~Irs. \\'m. Anderson, 
:\Irs. C. B. Oliver, 1lrs. IJ. McLachlan, Mrs. 
Spencer Stone, .Mrs. :\Iillon Bogart, Mrs. 
B1·ycc Kendrick. 

In this conncctirlll, the gratitude uf the 
public of Chatham j, due to two Ul'ti\'c mem
ber:; uf the society who though they have 
pa:,scd on ha\'C left their mark un the city
the late John Glassford, fomter pn:~idcnt oi 
the society, and'the late John Davitbun, fur 
many years parks' supervi:.or. 

•I• 

The Old 24th Regiment Bugle Band. 

night ln~erl, GNo. Ward, Left Jn~<,rt, Vi'm. "\"\'ri~:ley. Top Row, f.eft Top.-Sj. J. ~Frnncnl,., ll. 
Jordan. K lvn. Ray :l!ofTatt, E. Custnncol, M. l\tcCorno<'k, W. Lapp, Bugle Major \\ m. Plu~rldl;.,, 
l':~otty Lro\\ ••• H. Anfluetll, ·wm. !fend, OPC•. Johns. Ct'ntrc-Fr<'d Austin. Wm. Tucker, A. "\\ rlgl~y. 
R. TurnH, B. Broml.,y, "\'i'm. Farby, Fred Jordan, Cha!:!. Te!t. Bottom Row- - Chapman, T. Poole, 
Lyle Plumrltlge.. \Vm. Pui't, B . Symmes, R. McGurry. 

+----·...---··-·---·-------------·----·---------------- ------+ Page Fifty-Three 
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Summer Footwear For All 
Summertime, the season when every one is on the go, espec

ially the younger members of the family. They'll all need 
new shoes for REUNION WEEK. The Old Boys and Old Girls, 
we ~ope, will need them, too. 

For Mother and Daughter 

Fine Patent, Satin and Suede Slip
pers, cut out patterns, at 

Patent Strap Slippers, 

from the first steps up to 

size 2, round toes, easy 

fitters. 

Prices from $5.00 to $10.00 

FOR THE KIDDIES 
Barefoot Sandals, soft 

elkskin and patent leather, 

brown calfskin, flexible 

soles, all sizes up to 2. 

COME IN AND SEE OUR NEW CHILDREN'S SHOE DEPARTMENT 

For Dad and the Boys 

Brown and Black Calf or 
Patent Leather Oxfords, soft 
kid high shoes, prices to suit 
all purses. 

$5.00 to $10.00 

Hodges' Shoe Store 
93 King Street. Next Door to Standard Bank. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



When Kent Was Ravaged by Indian Warfare 

T I IF. authentic history of Chatham 
docs not begin till after the end ol 
French dominion in Canada. On!) 

the vaguest hints and traditions survive 
from the period of fndian occupancy and 
French c..-.;ploratiun. 

.\ccording to ancient tradition the Ontario 
peninsula bl'lwixt Lake Huron and Lake 
Eric "·as once held by the Attiwandiron 
Indians-al~o known as the Neutrals, from 
the fact that they held aloof from the war
fare bt:twixt the Huron tribes of Northern 
Ontario and the rising Iroquois power in 
K e\\ York ~tate. 

Dnuhtlt'ss pro::.pcrous A ttnvandiron vii
lag~:- hrokt.• the monotony of forest and 
s\\amp; for the Nl'Utrals could muster 4000 
,,·arri<n·s 1 n hi:-;turic times. tracrs llf an In· 
dian village were found on the Tobin and 
Mcl~eachy farms east of McGregor's Crct'k, 
in llarwich township, close to the site of the 
pn•sent ~l:tple Leaf cemetery. There arc 
vague hints, too, of Jesuit missions plantcJ 
in this territory. 

Shortly after the lir~t while men appeared. 
the I Iurons and Iroquois formed u tempor
ary alliance. They united their forces to ex
terminate the .\ ttiwandirons. \\'hal is now 
Southwestern Ontario was ra\'aged by In
dian warfare; the ,·illages were wiped out; 
the powerful Neutral nation was extermin
ated. 

There arc some hints of later Indian set· 
tlcments in this de5olatc territory. The 
Jesuits at unc time had a mission near Clear
ville; and 111 1790 traces of an Indian village, 
then recently abandoned, were found ncar 
Rondeau. 

Such settlements, however, were merely 
tran sitory, all(l "ere all close to the Great 
Lakes. The intrrior of the peninsula, tra
\'Crsecl by the Thames-known to the Indi
ans as Eskuniseepi and to the French as La 
Tranche-was vagudy mapped and little 
known. ·\ great expanse of soggy swamp 

and hardwood forest, peopled by deer, bears, 
heaver and other animals, this territory was 
practically untraversed by white men till the 
closing years of the eighteenth century. 

'l'he early French explorers, Galince, Dal
lier (le Casson and La Salle, had explored 
the Great Lakes which bounded the penin
sula, had mapped Longue Pointe, Point aux 
Pins and Point Pelee, and had given Lac Ste. 
Claire its name. These explorers were, how
ever, 111 search, not of new lands in a new 
world, but of a water route to China. 

It was not till Canada became British, and 
the \mcrican colonies won their freedom 
that Southwestern Ontario received real at~ 
tcntion from the white men, or saw the be
ginning uf permanent settlement. 

After 1759, the disbandt>d French soldier'> 
\\ ho remained in Canada, many of them 
struck west ward toward the Detroit river. 
Some of these men seem to have settled 
along the Riviere La Tranche. as it had come 
to be known. 

A man named Parson had taken up a loca
tion on the south bank of the Thames, in 
what i~ no\\ Raleigh town~hip, and was re
siding there when his son, Edward, was 
born in 1790. This Edward Parson was 
probably the first white child born within 
the limits of the present County of Kent. 

Parson was a "squatter". The earliest re
corded land grant in the county was made to 
one Sally .\insc; the location of this grant 
was north of the Thames, in what is now 
Dover to\\'nship. The gO\·ernment grant of 
this land "as legal by virtue of a formal sur
render of the territory by the Iroquois. 'l'h is 
surrender is dated ~lay 19, 1792. 

It was in that year that John Graves Sim
coe became the first governor of the new 
pro,·ince of Upper Canada. Simcoe's am
bitious projects gave the first impulse to 
permanent settlement in the vicinity oi 
Chatham. 

-----------~----·-·-··-.. _ .. _ .. ______ ..... _.._. 
Page FlftY·Fivll 



W. S. CAMPBELL 
SALES and SERVICE 

l'qe ll'i1ty-SLx 

. . WILLIAM STREET 



+---------------~~*--------------

Simcoe Planned to Make Chatham His Capital 

T I IE present City of Chatham owes its 
first impetus to John Graves ::5imcoe, 
first governor of Upper Canada. 

Simcoe was an old British army officer, and 
when he came to Upper Canada·as governor 
in 1792, he saw that a renewal of. hostilities 
between the Uuited States and the Mother 
Country was inevitable. 

Detroit was still held by the British, 
though handed over to the Americans a few 
years later. Simcoe's ambitious plans were 
all framed in contemplation of war which, 
however, was not to come for twenty years. 

In 1792 the first parliament of Upper Can
ada met at Newark, on the Niagara frontier. 
Simcoe, however, wi~hed to establish his 
permanent capital at a point less exposed to 
attack. 

The year previous, at Montreal, en route 

to assume his new duties, Simcoe had taken 
the trouble to carefully examine all the 
available maps of Upper Canada. These 
maps were necessarily very inaccurate, par
ticularly those of the western part of the 
province. They showed, however, the River 
La Tranche as a deep and navigable stream 
extending far inland and constituting a vital 
factor in communication. 

Simcoe visited Detroit and ascended the 
Thames in 1795. Ile had already, it seems, 
selected the point at the junction o[ La 
Tranche and what was then known as 
Clarke's Creek, as the site for his capilal. 
The military branch, however, preferred 
Kingston. Simcoe, with a clearer vision of 
the possibilities of the practically unpeoplerl 
western portion of Upper Canada, held out 
for a capital in the western peninsula, [,on-

(ConUnued on Page 87>. 

STAFF OFFICE RS, 24TH BATTALION. 
Major J. C. Weir, Paymaster H. G. Reed, Major M. Marti n, Quarter-Mas1er T. H. Nelson, Lt. Col. A. B. 

Baxter, Capt. J. H. Rielly, Surgeon T. K. Holmes, Asst. Adj. G. Boles. 

.------,~--.---------------------------·--·-----------------------------·-------------+ Pa~re Fltty-Seven 



· ~··· ~··· ···~·· ·····················, 

• • • ii 
u 

I 

Choice Cut Flo\vers and 

Potted Plants 

Wedding Bouquets . and Artistic Floral 

Designs a Specialty 

PHONE : DAY AND NIGHT, 1712. 

SOLICITS YOUR PATRONAGE 
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i 201 King Street West 
;_j Chatham • I 

l 

• i 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Flowers Sent by Wire to Any Place in the World. • ~ - . 

•• • • · ••••••. • • • • • • • • • ~L. • •. • • • • •. • • • •. • • . • Ill 

••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • 
: Don!t Miss The . Many Amusements : 

• 
H of Re-Union Week • • • II 
w 
li .. 
• • • IIi 
y 
• • • • 

~-----' 1/,J 

We Shall be Pleased to 
do Your Baking 

for You 

BURNESS BAKERY 
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Baker Built Gun Boats and Founded the First Family 

T If E shipyard establblu~d hy Governor 
S imcoe. at Chatham, in liY-t. was in 
charge oi \Villiam Baker. ll repre

sentNI the first industrial acth·itv within th::: 
pre,.cn t city limits of Chatham: 

' l' hc 111•:-ition cho:;en for the "hipyard was 
the rin·r flat on the ?\Iilitary Re~t·n·c. at a 
po int jus t cast t•f the present '['ccumseh 
Park, and nearly opposite the foot of what is 
now V ictoria avenue. The blockhouse stood 
on the high hank immediately above the 
flats: a bout mid\\"ay between the present 
band stand and the ri\'er. The structure 
wa:; c1f Jogs, furnishing a store room and 
~leepi ng apartments, aml available as a fort 
j£ uccasiun demanded. Two small cannon 
\n·rc rnountetl at the bl0ckhouse. commanJ
ing the river. 

'fhe saw pits were erected on the fiats, 
a pparently to facilitate the skicltling of the 
timber, whkh was all hand-sawed, from the 
level. l n 1795, some 23 workm£'n were em 
ployed in this shipyard. A payroll of the 
quarter from December 24, 1794, to March 
24. 17Sl5, shows the names of \\' illiam Baker. 
builder; l nhn Condie, fureman, and 21 
work men-=-carpcntcrs, blacksmiths, sawyers 
a nd laborer:.-.. Manv o£ these were French 
Canadians, presumably recruited from the 
F rench :;ctth.'rs along the ri,·er or at Detroit. 
Hakl'r r<'('eiv(•d 5s. 6,0d. a clay; Goudie 4s. 
the rate for carpenters and other skilled 

an extremely scarce and costly commodity
used in the construction of the gunboats. 

As an inducement to come to Chatham, 
Baker, in addition to his 5s. 6}-Sd. a day a lso 
received a land grant from the government 
of the propert} in Chatham township, just 
t'ast of the present city. which was later 
known as the Eberts farm. Baker was a man 
of considerable standing in the ship-building 
trade, having held a respon;;ible po:sition in 
the British navy yard at Brooklyn before the 
American Revolutionary \\ar. He appears 
to ha\·e spent some years here, and in 1810 
his daughter, Anne, married Joseph Eberts. 
From this union sprang the Eberts family, 
long prominent in the affairs of Chatham. 

Baker's grandson, \\"illiam D. Eberts, was 
a co;spicuous figure in the pioneer settle
ment at Chatham, engaged in the shipping 
and shipbuilding trade, and one of the 
builders of the Eberts block, which still 
~~n~. ~ 

So that the Eberts family may fairly 
claim to be the tirst family of Chatham. 
Their ancestry date:s back to the very begin
ning of the community in the days of Cov
t•rnor Simcoe. 

wurkt>rs was 5s., and for the t\\"0 labor- ==================== 
r rs. 2s. fid. Such was Chatham's tirs t 
indus try. 

In the year or two follt>wing J7<H, 
several g·unhoals \\'ere built in this 
~h ipyard . bt1l it is a question if ("\' ('1\ 

one of them e'er left th t• stocks, much 
l(•ss the ri,·er. 

BASS FISHING IN THE RIVER, JUNE, 1884. 

In 18 12 the late Jnhn Toll oi Troy, 
\\' ith some companions. herry picking 
near th is point, came upon th(· decay
ing t imbers of several \' t'sseb amid the 
brush and rank weeds on the ri,·cr 
flab. Troy's companions told him that 
tlwse were "Bak<•r's boats". The late 
Da nil' l Fields of Harwich, a soldier oE 
the war of 1812, who lived to be past 
ninety, told long a{terwarcl that the 
early set t lers burned the timber,;; f0r 
the purpose of securing lhc iron- then 

H ar ry -W est, Gi rt Dolsen, Jack Smith, Ben Coyne, Tim. 
McCarthy, Jack Please nce, Art Brury, Ed. W ard, 

M i ke McCarthy and Jack L i ddy. 

Pace Fl.tty-Nlne 



iw w w·w wow-w wow•-----·--·----wow wo-•w·----l 
I 

I 

j 
I 
I 

I 
I 

Robert 
Milner 
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ly a Carriage Builder 

Since 1867. 
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THATCHER & COCKER 

l 'a11e Sixty 

DIRECT 
IMPORTERS OF Granite and Marble 

ESTABLISHED 1876 

J. E. THATCHER. 
J. COCKER. 

All Work Done by 
Pneumatic Tools 

OFFICE AND WORKS: 
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Abraham Iredell Surveyed Original Town 
of Chatham 

T
Ill~ origin~! ~h.~tham town site was 
~ur,·en·cl 111 I ;0.) bv .t\braham 1 n:dcll, 
cicpt•t;· sunt~or. ·Early in that year 

an area uf 600 ant·:-> at this point was ~l't 
<tsidc uy the G•n·crnor· in-Council a., a town 
plat and military n·-.crve. 

The c)rig!nal town .;itc compri:-;ecl Lots I 
and 2 in llarwich and I..ot 2-l in Raleigh. A · 
portion of thi~ area wa:' :->urvcycd by I rcclcil 
in the ~amc vear, the :>urn·y co\·ering 113 
lot:> of out· m:n: rad1. The grotmcl coven•cl 
bv 1 r('ddl'~ sun·cv i-. the clouhle til·r of lot 
c;•mmcnring at tl;t. ea::-tcrn huunclary of the 
prc~ent city mHI t•xtc:ndiug hctwten \\"atcr 
~trect and tlw pr!'::;t•nt ~tanley a\'t•nm· to 
\\'illiam stn·l't; tht•n the clouhlt· tier of lots 
hetwrt·n ~lt11 ray ancl Colbt~rne stn·(•ts to th :.: 
eastern boundarv: then. slluth uf tiH' l'rcd-:. 
tht• double tie r ~~r lot:-; bct\\'een \\" rllingtun 
and King stn•t•t::; fr•llll the t•astern city Iimih 
as far a the pn•:-;t·nt Lacrnix ~treet. 

Thu" lredrll'::- original :-;urvey prl'tty wt•ll 
followed tht• natural lint• oi th~ ri,·e r anc.J tlw 
creek; and pruperty holder:; in thi:- an•a
the "uld survt•y''- havc the dis tinctit)IJ oi 
owning territory within 
the limits uf the "riginal 
townsite. 

The map c·n,·ning thi.; 
:-;urn:y whkh ht•ars date 
!\on•mber I, 171>5, !'how:; 
llw jail and mark et hlocb 
r(•::-crvcd a~ :-;m·h. It a l..;n 
:-.ho\\ s a hlork hounded 
h~twt·cn K1ng. ' l'hinl, 
\\'ellington and Forsyth 
:'tr<'cts n·~t·n· t•cl i(Jr 
church JHirpu._c.... Thi-. 

out uf church pos::-cssion little murc than 12 
years ago. , , 

The military reserve, now I ecumsch 
Park, was thus the centre of the community 
.t" originally planned, ancl Iredell's map 
::-.hows Baker's blockhouse on this re:o;crve. 
The map abo shows on Lot SO, at the east
ern houndan· of ~he survey, a small hut 
built by ~Ieldrum & Park of ~andwich, for 
the purpo~e 1•f trading with the Indians. 
Thi~ lt•g shack -.eems to have been the tir:;t 
trading post in Chatham. In line with this 
trading post a primiti\ c bridge spanm·d tlw 
l'rt•ek. then known as Clarke's Creek. 

'l'ht• higher lancb surroundmg tht·~t· out
posts of civilizatitm were rovt•recl with 
lll':wv timber, elm. walnut, black ash and su
gar ~aple, while much of the present ~outh 
Chatham wa.:; swalc and S\vamp. 

\Vithin a few year:; of the sur\"Cy, some 30 
,1i the Iol:i wc~e s•l1d or granted hy the 
nown. In li98. Lot 17 "a" granted to Sur
\"cvor lrl'dt•ll: in 1801. Lots Bi and 88 were 
g-r; ntccl to 1\kx. and Charll-. \skin. :\fust 
of the Ptlwr patt·nt.; hear clat•• IH02. \\'ith 

l('olllilll:f'ti un J'uup 'I l . 

latter church re:o;t•n·e w.t:-; 
later t'xchang-t·cl ior thl· 
unsurveyt•cl block hound
ed bv ,\clt-laidt•, ~lurra.• 
and ·Prine(· :;tn't' h an~l 
!'tanley a\·c·nut•, which i ·~ 
still known as the "r.lehc 
Lands", ancl \\"hich passed 

Iredell's Survey Provlc!ed a Market Site-Here Is the Market as it was 
at a Later Day Before the Present Market Building 

was Erected. 
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YOUNG'S 18AKEJRY 
206 Queen Street Phone 454J. 

CHATHAM, ONT ARlO 

Don't ask us if our Bread, Cakes and Pastries are fresh 

THE ANSWER IS YES 
NOW AND ALWAYS 

JERSEY CREAM BREAD AND FANCY CAKES. 

PIES ARE OUR SPECIALTY 

GEORGE GAREN 
FORMERLY GAREN & WEIR 

160 KING STREET WEST. PHONE 153. 

GOOD BOOKS AND FINE STATIONERY 

SOUVENIRS, POST CARDS, PENNANTS 

WELCOME, OLD BOYS AND OLD GIRLS! 
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Stirring Days When War Visited the Site 
of Chatham 

0 N the night •>f Orl(lber ,), 1813. Te
cumseh and his ludian warriors 
camped nndt•r the shack ui r rcdell's 

apple tre~s. and nn the :\lilitary Hcscrvc IJe
yund. Barclay's littk tlC'et on Lake E_rie h:ul 
been captured h) t 'ommodnrc Perry; the 
Briti.;;h and Indian:- had ahtlllduncd Detroit; 
and a disa:-.trous retreat, culminating a few 
day~ later in tlw catastrophe of Moravian
h•wn, wa~ in progress. The same night the 
British \'anguan.l camped on the Eberts 
farm, on the north bank of the river; the 
British rear guard was at Cosgrave's. 

T il<' Brit i:-.h Ucneral, Proctor, reluctanth· 
yielding tn 'J'cntmseh'~ insistence, promised 
h is I ndian nlly to make a stand. The spot 
selected for ddence was the military re
S('rve. llt·n· a hrirlge, from what is now the 
silt> of !\lnlct>lnJ:o>uu's "tore to the park point 
:-panned the creek. "Here", said Proctor, 
' 'we will either ([cfeat Harrison or leave our 
bones' '. 'l't•cumseh viewed the scene with 
tnourn ful sal isfaction. "This is a good 
I' 'at't•'', h~· remarked. "It reminds me uf my 
v illage al the jum
titlll of tht• \\'aha~h 

ancl tlw Tippe
canpe". 

fire, from the bridg e a nd from the north bank 
,,f the river, upon the American advance 
guard. Harrison, believing th at the entire 
lldtish force \\'as opposing hi m, ha lted a nd 
formed his forces in ba tt lc line, and br o ught 
up two six-pounders to CO\'er the party sent 
forward tu repai r the bridge. The fi re o f the 
guns forced the Indians to withd raw, after 
fir:;t tiring the bridge and setting fi re also to 
Baker's blockho use. 

In this, Chatham 's first and last battle, 
t wu Americans were k illed a nd fou r wound
ed, in the early fighting near the present 
Bank of :-. rontreal s ite. T he l nriians left 
two dead, one a chief, o n the poin t , who 
were huried at the lime by s ympa thetic set 
tlers. and later re-interred w ith Ind ian r ites 
on the north bank o f the river near the cor
ner of what is now Gr a nd a nd V anAll en a v
enues. 

A little further up strea m, nea r the pres
ent C. P. R. bridge at Pikeville, the B r itish 
hah•aux, \\'hich had accompanied t he forces 

(C'ootinued on Page 81). 

Next !ltflrning Lc~ 
fore dal\'n, ho\\ 
C\ cr, Pructor wt•nt 

ahead with the bag
gnge; and by mid
day of October -1, 
the Briti~h were iu 
fuJi retrrat. Tc
c u msch, \\'ith sev
eral huntlrcd In
dians stood thiPt' 
ground, disputing
the passage ui the 
hridg..: ''ith !Iarri
son 's Kt·ntuckian:.. 
The I n cl 1 a n s 
opt·ned u !wavy 

T oday Chatham's Bowler s Enjoy T heir Favor i te Sport on the Ground 
Where T ecumseh and h is I nd l ans M ade T hei r Stand In 1813. 
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TlHIE ELECTRIC SlHIOP 

Electric Wiring 
Fixtures ---- Supplies 

For Estimates on An~ Kind of Wiring, Call a t 
THE ELECTRIC SHOP 

231 King Street, or P hone 880, Electric Shop. l{csidencc, 727. 

GUERNEY ELECTRIC RANGES 
CADILLAC VACUUM CLEANERS 

THERMO WATER HEATERS 

HERMAN CARTIER, P roprietor 
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McGregor's Creek Was First Known as 
"Clarke's Creek" 

I 
:-.i 1792 lJilt' 'l'huma!> Clarke, prcvioutil} 
rc:-i<knt in Duver tuwJJ::.hip, undertook 
the en:ction of a grist mill on the stream 

latl·r known a!' ~I cGregor's Creek. The frame 
of this mill :;eems to ha\e been erected in 
171J.5, as Covernor Simcoe, who saw it, re
fers to it in some of his letters as a peculiar 
and unique alTair. Square in form it was 
buill oi logs. which, thuugb rough-hewn, 
\\ l~n: left in their original lengths. 

t\l the crcdiun, which was effected by the 
usual "bee" stimulated by a great deal of 
whiskey, the :-ettlers commenced to trim on· 
the ends uf the logs to the proper length; 
whereupon Clarke said, "N e\•er mmd, boys. 
Le::t them hang over at the rear corners." In 
the end, the tail butts o£ the logs were left 
hanging over on all sides, and the com
pleted mill was little better than a shell 
composed o[ these Jogs, a roof thatched- with 
bark laid on poles, and a floor on which 
rested the mill stones and other machinery. 
Grain and meal lay in dirty heaps, through 
which squirrels and other small animal-; 
~campered. 

"Tom" Clarke was as unique as his mill. 
His huge, ungainly figure, his No. 12 hob 
nailed boots and his 5-foot cane were well 
known throughout the country. Clarke had 
a weakness for calling on the women at the 
widely scattered farm-houses and indulging 
in afternoon tea, accompanied by much 
small talk. As tea was scarce and cxpens 
ivc, these requisitions were hardly popular. 

Clarke's mill was actually running in 179/, 
preceding by a few years the .operation of 
Christopher Arnold's famous mtll further up 
the Thames. Clarke, however· fell into dtbt, 
was ultimately thrown into San~wich )ail. 
and his mill wa" taken over by hts credttor, 
John .McGregor of Sand\\ ich, a shrewd. 
forceful Scot. 

McGregor was for several decades the 
dominant ligun: of the little settlement. In 

180~ he ere,·ted a ne\\ mill further up the 
creek. This he operated till, in 1813, it was 
burned by the J ndians in their retreat. Af
ter the Peace of Ghent, the undaunted 1lc
Gregor rebuilt hi!> mill-in 1818-and 
around it gradually clustered a small settle:. 
mcnt; while the isolated pioneers, clcarin,.. 
th~ir holdit~gs in t~e b~sh, came many wear~ 
mtlcs to gnnd thetr ~nst and to trade at the 
store later erected at "~lcGrcgor's" or 
"Chatham l\Iills", as the locality came lu be 
known. 

In th1JSe days there were settlcmen ts fur
tht:r down the river, notably at :\IcCrae';; 
and Dolscn's• and near St. Peter's church, 
where a small chapel and mission had been 
established. There were a few ::;ettlers also 
along Lake Erie; and in 1804 Lord S~lkirk 
had established his famous settlement at 
Baldoon, which in 1812 was raided by pre
datory r\mericans under "General" Mc
Arlhur. 

John McGregor and his son Duncan, car
ried on the milling business for man) years, 
and later Duncan ~lcGregor ertctcd the first 
steam saw mill in the flats. Those were the 
days when elm, black ash, oak and walnut 
that had been growing for centuries fell be
fore the axes of the pioneers; when the finest 
hardwood timber ever cut in Canada sold 

(C'ontinuecl on Page 7:$). 

· Old Yo u Take P art in T his J olly 
.Excursion Trip to Belle Isle and 

Detroit? 
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5 METAL WORK 5 
• • • • : Hot Air Furnaces and Boilers : 
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Beginnings of Permanent Settlement 

At Chatham 
-----

F
OL .. LO\\'l.l'\C the• War of 1812, the 
Chatham townsite set·ms to have 
been complctdy abandoned. Baker's 

block hon!-'e had ht·cn hurnccl in the retreat 
tr• ~loraviantown. a,.. had r.IcGregnr's ~lit!; 
the cn·ek bridges hacl bt'('ll fired, but rc
pain•d hy llarrison':-. men. lredcll's log 
:;hack ~till !-loud among the old sun·eyor'.., 
apple trees. 

1-.lcGrcgur's return in 181B was the first 
:-.lt•p toward pcrmancn t scttlem(·nt; but 1\J c
Crcgl)r's activities wen· all beyond till' east
ern li111it o)£ the tuwnsitc. 'l'hc first perman
ent sdtlcr within l11c pn•sent city limits was 
\\'ill Chrysler. 

In I R2U, l'h t')'~lcr. who h HI hl·t·n living at 
Dobt•n's, ~olllt' miles further duwn the 
'l'hame:-, movt>cl to Chatham ancl built a log 
huusc on the ~pot flU\\' occupied by Dr. 
llolmcs' residence. Chn·.;;lcr cleared the 
grnund ahove and IH'Io\,· this site, anol 
farmed succe.;sfulh, in 1822 raising no less 
than 2000 pounds of tuhacco from an acre. 

.:\e\\ ~ettlcrs came in. 'J'hat !'ame vear. 
1R22, he-. ides Chry ;.Ia';-; phenomenal tobacc~~ 
rrop, saw tlw building of Chatham's first 
church. Thnl was ~t l':ml's (,\nglican). It 
stood near tht• castnn cnd uf ~tanley a\·en
ut-, bt't\\' Cl'll what i.; now Victunn Park and 
the river. lien· ~lr. i\Turlcv, the _\nglican 
missionary at Sandwich. hel(i occasional ser
viccs. Lntcr. he hl' l'anw the first rector. and 
tuuk up his n ·sidem·e in the settlement. 

The lug huts of the early settlers \\'ere 
cH·ctrd t•hief1) nlottg the !:>OUlh hank of the 
rin·r, or along ~IcC ~regur'::; Creek. 

Oppo:;itc the military rcservl'• an historic 
spot in tht>'C day::- wa:-> the gro\'e of sugar 
maples Jll'ar \\'hcrt' tht· Fifth street bridg'" 
now stands. 1 h·n·. prior to till' cret·twn of 
St. Paul's church, missionaries occasionally 
held llivim· scr\'i .:c fur the benefit uf the 
hard-drinking and horsc-rat·ing piunet•rs; 
here the,· christenl·<l the "oli\·e branches" 
of the ne'w st:ltlemcnt, and administered the 
!>.lcramcnts. 1 len Indians resorted to 
t rade, and, on some occasions at least, to 

rer<'l\'(' their annual presents from the gov
ernment; and hen· took place, under a thorn 
t~ce, tht :.ix day!'' polling of that early dec
two wh1ch ,..en t J o,..lllla Cornwall, the cele
brated "silent member", to the Legi~lativl! 
J\..;scmbly. Later the miller, John ~lc
Grcgor, was returned at a ~imilar poll. Elec
ticm trials and disqualincations were then 
unknown; and the fre(' and independent 
electors declan•ll tht·•r choice In- word ot 
n~ou th and rc.:om pens('d t helll"C !~·e., by ge;:
tmg drunk at the cxpen~e of their favorite 
candidate. 

On this site amid the sugar maple;;, there 
was erected, in 1830, the pioneer store. 
~tephcn Brock, a g-rain buyer, previously in 
business at :\lcC'rac'..,, built this store anrl 
fur year:- carried un the hu:-iness. It \\as. 
according to tradition. thl' lir:-;t frame huilcl
ing in Chatham. ancl \\'as tlet•mecl a must 
prctentuJUs structure. 

.\ little later, in a lug house at the corner 
of King and Fourth streets, Claude Cartier 
st<lrtcd the lirst tavern-a hostelry famous 
in enn later da\S for its 3-cent drinks of 

· corn whiskey an~l it:- l2 1 l-cent mcab. 

By the middle 30's. the settlement had 
g-:own. Tlw first ct•nsus· takl.'n by 1 lenry 
\ errall at lhc rcque,.;t of the principal men 
of the Ylllagt', showed a population of about 
300. 

I Continued un Page 711). 

Co!tart & Neilso n Furn itu re F act ory W as One 

of Chatham's Early Indust ries. 

------~_.._ .. , ______ _...., ... _____ .._...__..__.._ . .-.-.,._.._ . .-..----·-----
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Balloon Tires novv standard 
equipn1ent on passenger 
cars vvith(lUt extra cost. 

Trained for twenty years to do things well, Reo workers 
have acquired a pride of craft which has no 

counterpart in the induitry. 

Thua is Reo Quality safeguarded and perpetuated! 

Chatham Show Room 
William Street South. Phone 1888. 

CALL FOR DEMONSTRATION 

REO MOTOR CAR COMPANY OF CANADA, Limited. 
Windsor, Ontario. 

I . 
I 

, 



When People Travelled by Steamboat 
and Stage Coach 

A 
lll:~IJI<ED year ago.1.'hatha111 re
lied alrno t entirely un the river for 
cnmmunkation with the outside 

world. 
In 1828 tlu: finll steamboat to ascend the 

Thanu~ , the ''Argo" uf Windsor, C."lpt. 
Burtis, arrh•ed n t the eltlt•ment on 1\ uguo:t 

1. \Vithin a couple of year:., however, the 
"\\'estern", a t'hatham-buil t craft, was con
structed on the llats l'ast uf the present l'ere 
Marquette bridge by Duncan ~lcGrcgor, 
and put on the route between Chatham and 

Amhersthurg. 'l'hc 
"\Vestern" was a 
vessel of about 50 
ton~ and 25 h.p. ln 
1832 or 1833, was 
built in the same 
hipyanl the !'teamer 

"Thame::;'' of 200 
tons and 25 h.p.. In 
"Thames wac; a pop
ular lakt• boat, run-
ning ht•t W(·en Port 
Stanlt•y and Bu!Talu, 
until hunll'd by the 
n·lH•Ic; at \\'ind or in 
18J~. 

uf the 11\IIIICrO\b steamhuab huilt at Chat
ham in those t·arly day:;, the iinc::.t was the 
"Brothers", of I 50 ton,; and 45 h. p., com
pletccl in IXJIJ, by \\'. &. \\'. Ebcrb, their 

hipynrd being un the creek at nbout the 
foot of the prc~cnt Sixth ~trcct. 'l'he 
''Hrc>thcrs" ran fur many years on the Chat
ham and lJctruit route. On thb popular 
steamer many hundred:. of the pioneer set
tlers of the communit\' first arri\'Ctl here, 
Capt. Walter Eberts trusting not a few of 
them fur their fares until, at some date 
more or Jc_;;; vaguely fixed, they mi,::ht he 
able t1J recoup him. 

The first wharf wa!> built hy ~tephcn 
Hrock ncar the creek mouth, immediatch· in 
the rear of the old Merchants' bank. • 

!llcanwhile, the :.tage-co~tch had come. In 
1827 one Chauncey Beadle obtainccl irum 
l'arliamcnt a charter giving him the ~ole 
right ior 21 )'l'ar..;. to run covered tagcs be
t ween Queenston and Sandwich, the fare 
not to c.xceetl three-pence a mile. Am11ng 
other Chatha111 men, \Villiam ~kCrae, ~1. 
}'., nntl his son, 'l'homas, later polke magi
strate, were financially intere,tcd. It was 

(Conllnued on l'a~c i6J, 

J. 
f 

'l'hc "l'ynthia ~Jc
Grcgur" of 100 ton.;. 
and 40 h. p., al~o 
huilt lwn·, ran on the 
Chatham - ,\ mherst
burg routt• fur sever
al years. but was ul
timately hurnt·rl. Two Vlewa of Shipping on the Thamea In Earlier Daya. 
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Meet Me at LORRIMAN'S 
TOBACCOS 

CIGARS 

CIGARETTES 

agent for 

B.B.B., G.B.D , 

PETERSON, 

DUN HILL 

and 

SASIENI 

PIPES 

140 King Street W eat. 

I POCKET and 

ENGLISH 

BILLIARDS 

SMOKERS' 

SUNDRIES 

IMPORTED 

ENGLISH 

TOBACCOS 

Third Door West of Fifth 

Visit CHAPPLE'S Tire Shop 
DOMINION AND GOODYEAR TIRES AND TUBES 

SEE US BEFORE BUYING 

VULCANIZING WE KN~~EHg~ ~gR~UARAN-

8. CHAPPLE, 59 Fourth Street 
Office Phone 1700. 

TAXI IN CONNECTION 
DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE 

No Trip Too Long 

Night P hone 1333F. 

TAXI 
M. FITZGERALD 

DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE 
TWO PHONES : 

Day 1700. Night 607M. 

I 

• 



Municipal Self Government Brought Period 
of Expansion 

P
RI~VIOUS to 1840 what is now Chat
ham formed porticJnS of the adjacent 
ltlWn~hip~. 'l'he l\lunicipal Act of 

1841 widl·ned the powers of tlw township 
authoritie:;, anti rc:-.tlltcd in the t•omuH:ncc
ment of such municipal scr•iccs in the "vil
lage'' as ditching and drainage, till thl'n un
heard of. The same measure !t•d to the 
formation of the first hoc;k and ladder com 
pany, an organization which enjoyed high 
repute {'Ven outside the county. 

'l'he 1\funicipal .1\ct of 184-9. however. 
marhcl the ht•ginning of a new and larger 
<'JHIC'h. Undn that act the fir-.t \ illagc coun
cil was elcctt·d in 1R50, \dth George Wither
spoon as n•evc; and Chatham Fire Com
pany No. I, was rcorganizt·d nut of thc 
Chatham Fire Brigack formed in 1848. 

Chatham had by that time grown in pop
ulation to 2000; ancl this growth. coupled 
with the 11t w power.;; conicrrt'd u\' tlw ~fu
nicipal At·t, result<·d in the latlnching Qi 
larger municipal ~nH•rpri:->e:-. The new Ccn· 
tral school was built in lR54. The m·w jail 
and court house wen· ron:'tructt•cl in 18.i I. 
About the :;amc timt• the fir::.t bridge ~1cros:; 
the 1'h:uue:-, aL Fifth 
strcl'l. was t •tk~ n 

uver fmm the g'P\ 

crrum·ut. ln 1X53 
the Ill'\\ public mar 
k('L wa:- in,..titutcd. 

that han :-.im·e hcen amply justified, 
brought its minor drawbacks. 

One of the: co::.th· mistakes o( that era 
was the backing by the municipality and the 
ritizcns of a number of plank road \'t>ntures, 
which made large promises of rc,·olutioniz
ing transportatiun and living conditions in 
thi:-; part of Canada. The Chatham, Rond
eau and St. Clair Plank Company, anrl the 
Chatham ami Camden Plank Road Com
pany not mere!~· got the ear uf the individual 
speculator but dug substantially into the 
corporation treasury. 

The tal) gt•ncrous grants made to these 
wildtat wnturcs ldt Chatham subsequcn tl y 
with a debt of more than S 100.000 to th\! 
~lunicipal Loan Fund, in return for which 
the people were mulcted in heavy tull!' anrl 
n·cl'ived practically no benefits. 

The year 1855 ~aw the incorporation of 
Chatham as a town. The first town council
lllfs were A. D. l\lcLean, Archie McKdlar 
(afterward :t Prm·inciat cabinet minister 
ami later Sh(•riff of \\'entworth). Thomas 
A Treland. Joseph Xorthwood (later a ~cn
alor), Tohn ~mith (later M. L. A.), fohn 
\\'addc.ll. John S. \~oo.:.burg. R S. \\1oods 

(Continued on Pag•l sa J. 

With the <.~real 
\\'estern railroad in 
1854, t•amc a period 
of expansion. Big 
ideas "t•rc in tht• air. 
tJ n I ikt• most nc 1\' 

communities, Chat 
ham llt'\ ('r suffered 
the rapid inllatioa 
and painful collapse 
charnctcristic of a 
"b.,om", but in a 
lesser way the era of 
expansion, with its 
many new activities The Court House W as Built In 1851. 
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A NEW PARISH CHURCH IN NORTH CHATHAM. 

Blessed Sarramt•nl 

R C. Church 

Ruilt 1922-23. 

Stands on lhe Old 

:.I a !col mson Proper

ty, East \ 'ictoria 

A venue. 

Rev. Fr. Dignan, 

['astor. 

CHATHAM, THE COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL CENTRE OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARI O 

Sltuate<l In the 1·ery heart ot one of the r1chest sections or wealthy Ontario. Prosperous towus 
and \'illages .surround it. Railroads radiate iu all directions from lhe City. Cement highways lead 
!rom the city to the north, south, east and west. Hydro Electric for light a.nd power and natural 
gall Cor heating at moderate rates. Chatham is an ideal residential city where tbe great majority 
own lhelr own homes. A liveable community where real opportunities await enterprise. 

Page Seventy-Two 
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McGREGOR'S CREEK WAS FIRST KNOWN AS "CLARKE'S CREEK'' 
(C'onfinued rrom Page 65). 

for 50 cents a log; and when the lumbering Parliament of Upper Canada. The dirty, 
business momentarily stimulated the growth unl?repossessing tributary of the Thames, 
of the new settlement. wh1ch, first known as Clarke's Creek· came 

Johri McGregor, the father of mdustrial to bear McGregor's name, is hardly the most 
Chatham and the dominant figure in the fitting memorial to the canny Scotsman'il 
community. thrice represented Kent in the strenuous, hard-fisted but useful. activities. 

MAPLE CITY JUNIOR LACROSSE CLUB, 1904. 

C. E. Stringer, Harry McCosh, Perce Chlnnick, Xavier Mays, Ike Bounsell, 
J im Boyd, Tracy Waddell, 0 . K. Lawson, Fred Bennett, H. Pritchard, 

Ingram Taylor, Fred Munroe, Jack Northwood, C. B. Sheldrick. 

IF YOU DOUBT CHATHAM'S FUTURE, CONTRAST THE PRESENT 
WITH THE PAST 

!_('outlnued from Page 4!l). 

water transport by sail has succeeded the 
steam boat, the whct:led vehicle, the g'overn
ment stage, the steam railroad, the electric 
road, the automobile. \Vhere the old sur
veyor in his Jog hut read by the light of a 
tallow dip, the poorest citizen of the com
munity be surveyed, today has N'iagara 
Falls to light his page. 

Miracles have been accomplished in little 
more than a hundred years; and most of 
these miracle:. l>y the agency of human in
ventions undreamed of at the beginning of 
that period. For the man who works with 

high courage, and the community that sets 
itself resolutely to the tasks of progress and 
betterment, not merely uo the logical and 
expected render assistance, but the totally 
unexpected. 

'T'he record of the past clearly shows that 
the community of Chatham has every right 
to face the future with confidence. Results 
of earnest effort and downright hard work 
may not be immediate, they may seem slow 
in coming-but the lesson of the years is 
that those results are not merdJ sure. but 1 
many times larger than the workers have 
any reasonable right to anticipate. ..____ ______ _ 
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G. W. SHAW 

Wholesale 
Confectioner 

FANCY CAKES AND 

SODA BISCUITS 

210 Grand Avenue W est. Phone 1227 

Every body says it is the 
Moat Delicious Soda in 
town, and it will cost you 
only a few cents to find out 
why. We use only Pure 
Fruit Juices, Rich Cream 
and Sparkling Soda Water. 

Chatham Candy 
Kitchen 

An Old Firm in a New Store 

fOREMAN'S 
Dry Groodl§ 

·1Readly=1to= Wear 
E. tabJi;;Jwcl in Chatham O \ 'r r 35 y<.'ar<: 

Old Boys and Girls, drop in 
---~--

and see us in our new 
store. 

105 King Street Phon :! 387 

C.P.R. Hotel 
and 

Lunch Counter 

EUROPEAN OR AMERICAN PLAN 

OPPOS ITE C. P. R. STATION 

McKELLAR &. DOHERTY, PROPRIETORS 

CHATHAM, ONT. 

Open Day and Night. 

QUICK SERVICE. 
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BEGINNINGS OF PERMANENT SETTLEMENT AT CHATHAM. 
1 ConlhiUt'll rrom Page G7) 

'l'hc Chath:Lm of that day was hardly pre
pns:-<cs:-ing-. King st rcet, forming part of 
the London or Tt•cumseh road, was little 
ht'ltt·r than a decent trail, full o[ hulcs and 
:-<tnmp~. following- the winding course of the 
rin·r, and barely passahk for wheeled vc
hides. 

\Vithin lht• town plot litth· of the lan,J 
had bct'll t·v~·n ekan•tl. . \ltJng tlw river as 
far t'a ... t a:- F(Jurth street. the lanJ \\as under 
cultivati,)n; tlwnce on th e river side to 
Fifth street, was larg-<·ly a :-<ugar bush: and 
the ,;quare hl·twcen King. \\'ell ington. Fifth 
and Fuurth :-<trcets, lli•W o;oJidl~ huilt up, 
wa, an t•pt•n ~·ntnmon. The "militan· 
~rrnmd", ntl\\" '1\clllll:-.<'h !'ark. ''·"' tltldl.r 
-----......,.--

crop; a few other spots near the present 
lllarket wne cleared and producing. 

Beyond Sixth street the winding road 
trailed along the creek to ).lcGregor's ).[His, 
and then plunged into the "bush''. The 
:.l·hool lands were mere forc:>t; a large 
swamp lay along \\'ellington street over 
which the children, going to the little frame 
-.chool un the site uf the present Central, 
pickt·cl their way, in wet weather, on lDg!> 
and raib. Tuwartl lht~ south the land was 
nothing hut hlack ash swale. Except fur 
"Brock's Cornrr" at Fiith street. the creek 
bank between Fifth and Sixth streds was 
:-till a sugar maple hush. The pr{·scut ~orth 
Chatham, cut otT fr11m the :-.ettlc:mcnt by the 
unbridgt•d Thames, had one inhabitant-a 
colored man naml'll Crom·hl·r. 

THIRTY -FIVE YEARS AGO. 
f>o you mmE>mber the 

famous baseball contl•Sl 
bel we''ll the Dah;ies anti 
llw Dautlles-the old bus! 
ntoas men oi t:luuham an•l 
the blli!lness men not quite 
lln old. Before the ball 
game the baud, all in cos. 
tume, paratlt>•l up untl 
!lowu King 11trr>N, an•l 
then hud tht!ir pil·tur.•s 
taken in tlw rear or the 
HotPI Garner. 'flw stn·cu 
outstnntllug tlgurl!s are: 
~am Pt)rrin, Harry North· 
wood, Phil Coate, Ol•O. 
li1Prritt, PPrc·y ::>key, Walt 
St·nne und Archie :\lt Fie, 
the dry goodli mnn. 111 the 
bnt•kground, barely dis· 
e~rnlbltl are 0. L . Lewis 
and Frauk Broderick. 

WHEN PEOPLE TRAVELLED BY STEAMBOAT AND STAGE COACH. 
( Contlnued from Puge 69). 

tlllt till 1828, however, that the "stage'', car- uf the nmclecnlh century to be one of the 
rying Hts :i\laJe:-.ty's Royal Mail and herald- most important. Small local industries 
cd lung in advance uy the resonant post- gradually sprang up· aJdin~ to the import
horn, tore into the village. ance of the community. 1 hesc included a 

\\. ith the advent of the stage, the post- couple of primitive tanneries, a steam saw 
uffice for the settlement, previously located mill, and-in 1836-a distillcl') erected on 
at McCrae's, was transferred to McGregor's ''hat is uow Col borne s treet, by one Roger 
Mills, or the Chatham Mills, as they had Smith. 
come to be known. '['he post-office, with In 1854, with the opening of the Great 
Dum:an i\IcGregor, the miller, as post-mas- \\'estern Railway l>etwcen Suspension 
ter, was known as ' 'Raleigh P. 0.". It was Bridge and \\ indsur, a new and rapid form 
not until after 18-U, long after the commun- of communication with the outside ·world 
ity itself had definitely a!'sumed the name, was established. The railroad put a more 
that the post-office at this point was of- or less definite period to the romantic days 

ially known as "Chatham". of water transportation and the stage coach, 
Shipbuilding. the first of Chatham's in- and in course of time completely changed 1:::, continue~:=-~h~.ut• the firs~~~: character uf the young settlement. 

l 
l 
I 
I 

1 
I 
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Kodaks-- Films-- Supplies 
Developing, Printing, Enlarging 

A. I. McCall & Co. Ltd. 
128 King Street. Chatham, Ont. Phone 178 

The Latest and Most Up-to-Date 
LIGHTING FIXTURES are here 

for your inspection. 

Complete Line of Art Glass Lamps, 
large and small 

Exclusive 
Lighting 
Fixtures 

EDISON MAZDA LAMPS 

COA TF.S' SUPPLIES & AGENCIF.S, LIMITED 

I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • •·• • • • • . ,. • • • .• · ·~· • •: • • 
• • • • n • 
~ • '-' 

" • 11 • • • • 
" • 

Harry A. Andrew 
GROCER 

One of Chatham's 

• • • • • • 
~ 
~ • •• • • • • 

• • • • • • Old Boys • • • 
• • • • • 113KingStreetWest. Phone222 • 
• • • • • • • • ...••••.. • .. • •. • .....•....••...•• II ·'·111· I'AK" S.venlr-St& 



CHATHAM HAS ALWAYS PLACED EDUCATION IN FOREFRONT. 
Contlnuc,J from Pa~e 17) 

. t:ltc oi the sclwCII lt·d to the building of the 
pn·~cnt Queen ~r ary ~dwol. ~o rapid was 
the grnwth of the dty an1l uf thl· s~hool 
population that in a few year ... Queen ~lary 
St·houl hacl to he extended. 

While the Chatham Collegiate lnc:;titutc 
attained high standing throughout the prov
ince and gave admittedly e:xccllcnt prep;ua
tion for the profe .'inns and excellent 
cultural !ruining for all pupil.;;, tlw fact carne 
tn be recognized by the public gclll·rally that 
the grc:tt ma ... s of public school graduates 
destined to enter trade.; or business were 
entitled to practical training. Out of thic:; 
t'nll\'iction came the establishment of a com
mercial dt•partmcnt at the Coll(•giatl' Insti
tute; wlw~e popularity has been attested bv 
a cuntinuou. Iy large attendance. 

. ~till la ter. a beginning was made in the 
line of voc:ntional training. a few rooms at 
t lw Central ~chon! then not n·quircd for 
public c:;c:hool classt' " being utilized for this 
purpu ... e. In ad11ition to the day \'OC:ttional 
da ... se.;, pccial night cla~"Cs in various lines 
have been l'Onductul for .;ome n·ar.;, with a 
stt·adily increasing patrunage': while the 

· public school clas~es have been ;;upplement
cd along practical lines hy the intruduction 
of manual t raining and domt•:-<tie :-d<·nce. Tn 
the pa:-ot iew yt•ars a gn·at cleal of valuable 

work has het:n accomplbhed which has 
gi,·en the city the nudeus of an excellent 
vocational sehoul; which. however, ~till 
lacks adequate accommodation. 

To t•ntunerate the men and women who 
as teachers ha\'c contributed to the work oi 
edut·atiun in Chatham would be impos5ibl e 
in limited ~pace. The late James Brackin 
and ~Iic:;s Abram, at ~IcKcough School, have 
already been mentione1l. It i. noteworthy 
that in the Ia. t 40 \'ear:- the Collegiate Insti
tute has had only· thr<'c principals, the tall! 
J. Douglas Chrh;tie, D. S. Paterson, and \V .. 
]. 'l'wohey, who recently completed his 
twentieth year of service as principal, and 
has hcen something like 40 years connected 
with the institution. The Central School 
owe~ a great deal to the work of J. \\'. 
Plewec:;, who became principal in 1900, and 
to his c:;ucce~c:;or, Harry Collins; while A. J\ . 
Naylor has been for a number of years the 
efficient principal of Qtu·en Mary School. 

St. Joseph's Separate School, on Cro ... 
~treet, was erected in 1873, ancl was after 
many years of service succecdccl 'lome 10 or 
15 years ago by the present structure, just 
cast of the original .;chool, which is now St. 
Joseph'-> Hall. More recently, with the es
t.Ibhc:;hment of the Rlessed Sacrament 
l'hurd1 in North Chatham, a second Separ
iltl "chool wa~ huilt on Victoria avenue 

McKeough School Boya' Brigade Band.-An Organl:utlon th11t 
Made ltaelf Famoua In the Oaya of Principal Jamea Brackin. 
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TECUMSEH 
SERVICE STATIONS 

WELCOME CHATHAM OLD BOYS 
and offer them the best in Motor Fuel and Service. 

Four Stations 
Xo. !-Centre and \Y ellington 'Xo. 3-Richmoncl at Lacroix St 

No. 2-Quecn Strct•t at G. T. R ~o.+-Thanws St. at \ 'ictoria .\\ l 

NO 2 IS OPEN ALL NIGHT. 

'-'lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll '~ = = 
= ~ 

r-- - ·- ·----·:· 
---

DIAMONDS 
Cost Less in Canada 

We welcome visitors to inspect 
_ our large stock of Fine Quality 

Stones. -
Diamond Rings $15.00 to $700.00. 

FORD'S 
JEWELERS 

Garner Block. Cl'latham 

;,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •••••••••••••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,lllllllllllllllllllll~ 
t•.tce SeventY·li:~bt 

DRUGS and DRUG 
SUNDRIES 

SICK RO OM SUPPLIES 

CHOCOLATES and CIGARS 
STATIONERY AND 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

Phone 354W. We Deliver 

A. CHISHOLM 

I 
I 
• t 
I 
t 

' ~ 
• 
' ' ' I Druggist and Stationer I 212 Queen Street, Chatham, Onr. I 
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SOMETHING ABOUT CHATHAM'S EARLY FIRE-FIGHTING 
FORCES. 

1 'ontltau•.d fron. l'a,;o 13). 

c•lcl time lin~ t:umpanic , and for a time there 
wa a :-.tanding pri7.e of $5 for the company 
fir t to rcad1 a lire. 

Equipment wa primith•c. 'J'hc first fire 
fig:htc•r-• cllllsbtccl merely of a bucket bri
gade, with crude hook and ladder erJuip
mcnt. 'l'he first fire• engine, purcha ed in 
184~. was workt·cl hyman-power: and it \\a 
this tngiiH· which \'<linly \\'rt•stlcd with such 
~ontlagratiou~ as the hriclgc fire of 1854 and 
tlw Pork Row tin: of 1868. The latter rlis· 
:\"t~r ,..ccm-. tr• have s timulated :l tl~mancl for 
lwtlrr t~quipnwnt; since !<;Jtortly after, in 
1~70. the fit ... t "team fire engine wa purch
ased. 

\\'ith the summons of the fire bell, the 
firt•nJen jumped for their uuirorms anti 
clon1H'd their bright-huttnncd red jnckt•t nnd 
harcl lcatlwr hl'lmet . 'I'll(' ucart•"t tt·am of 
hurst':- ''as impn:~srcl iuto ;:,t•rvin·, aud un 
n•at·hing the fire the ho:-t• was run to the 
rh•cr or tu onl' of the water tanks prcwicll·-1 
fc>r that purpo:'e. '!'hen the lusty volunteer~ 
uwunccl the pumps. 

On the old voluntt~cr fire brigades, the 
chief was elected, usually for two yt•ars. 
John Skelly, the village blacksmith, was c111c 
of the first fire-chiefs. Rufus Stepht·tbun, 
later mayur and M. P., was chief in the early 
GO'.s, and \\'illiam Young, later mayor and 
subscqu<•ntly d1ief of police, wa-. one of the 
first tire chieis aftt·r the s team tin· engine 
t•amc into use. 

The Old St. Joseph's Church. 

rn ~(1\'cmhcr, 1~. largc•ly throu~h the 
in. trumentalitv of \\':urc n Lambert, the fir.;t 
paid tire: drpa~tnwnt \\a" formed. '!'his dt
partmcnt originally hac! it" hcadquartt•r:- at 
No. 2 fin· stnti•m in Korth Chatham·; in 
J\pril, IHXI, tlwy mfa\•ccl to the present tin: 
hall. 

:-'inc«' then the c•quipmcnt has hccn stcacl
ily improved, kt•cpiug pare with tlw dcmancls 
of a growin~ t'Ommunity. 

A nwdcrn watcrw11rk:- . y.;t~·m with in
stnntatlt'IJU:. lire prl':<!'nrc available· n•mh•n·cl 
the ,,Jd stt·am hrc engine unnecc ... :try; ., 
t11•11krn fin• alarm :;y~tcm :-ouper:-.cdcd the 
watchman in the tower; and in recent vcar ... 
the tire departmt•nt has been compietcly 
motorized and the prancing horse:; of an 
c·arlicr era tunwd out to gra7.c. 

I ncidcntally, the olll Chatham Engine 
\\' orb, conclurtcd uy the firm of llyslop & 
l'onald ... , wa-. famous throughout Camula for 
it~ fin• engine:>. 'l'hc buildings, still stancl
ing on the cast side of Adelaide strcl'l, ju.;t 
sPuth of ~lcGregiJr's Creek, were ert'cted in 
1&>7-68. ami ht•rc the first Chatham Steam 
Fin· l~nginc was built. 'fhc firm carried on 
a prosperuu~ busine:-:; fur many years, but 
ultimately a dispute with the municipalil\• 
regarding a proposed bonus led to the re
moval of the plant to Bru~sel~. Ontario. In 
its great day:', however. the Hyslop and 
Honalds cntcrpri"c adn·rtisc!l Chatham far 
and wiclc hy its output. 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, BUILT 1847 
Or 1 plot of l.!'ruund n·nJ\ t•cl 

irom the guvt·rnmc·nt. hy the par
j ... IJiCJJwr,... The t imbcr "a" ~·ut 
frnrn till' nci,!!hb11ring- fnn·st, stone 
\\a' hroug-ht from J\ mhcr:-thurg-. 
and till' hrit•k was mack in a small 
Lrirk\'arcl when.• now stancb St 
Jo"t'J;h·, llll")lital. Ht·t\\ ccn 2:. 
nnd .m iarnilit•s fornH·d llll' Jlltl·ku ... 
of thl· pn•st·nt nangn·g:atiun of 
<J\'l'r 600 families \\ho tnda\· \\or· 
ship at the: present rnagJiiticcm 
tl·mplt· on the :--ana· :-.itt', at tht• 
t:onwr oi \ \' t•lling:ton and Quct'n 
stn~ets. 

Pace Seventy-Nl.lle 



• PAST and PRESENT 

S~nley G. Thomson Gordon J . Thomson 

How the Thomson Twins Appeared at the Last Old Boys' 
Reunion, 20 Year a Ago. 

Ald. Stanley G. Thomson 
Auctioneer and Insurance Agent 

(Succcaaor to I 't .\ndre'l!t Tb•·maon) 

with offices at 

31 FIFTH STREET. PHONE llS'J 

Gordon J. Thomson 
Proprietor and Manager 

SANITA GARAGE AND 3-CAB 
TAXI SERVICE 

at 19 Murray Street, rear Hotel Sanita, 
Phone 1610. 

Residence at the Homestead, 109 Stanley Ave. Phone 1338W . .-.. 



ABRAHAM IREDELL SURVEYED ORIGINAL TOWN OF CHATHAM. 
(ConthlUI'd from Page 61). 

t lw exception of a few lot~ grant<•u to M. 
Burwell, surveyor, in 1824, prubal.>ly in pay

ment for his services, no further grants 

seem to have IH~cn made till about 1830. 

iredell's own lot, No. 17, uouhtle~s select
ed for its clear view of the river, was the 
southeast corner lot at the junction of \Vil
liam and \\'ater street<;, a little cast of 
Baker's shipyard. 1 I ere, about 1000, Iredell 
planted the first urchard in Chatham, and 
built a log house. :\'inety years lall·r, a few 

ancient apple trees, Len feet in circumference 
still survived. On this historic spot, in that 
same year, 1800, Iredell, as returning officer, 
proclaimed the return of Thomas McCrae, 
Sr., as "Kntght o£ Kent, with sword, etc.''
or, in modern parlance, as member for Kent. 

Iredell spent here the last years of his life. 
'l'he father of Chatham-as Iredell mny just
ly LH! called-was a popular t1gurc among 
the scattered settlers. li e pnssecl away 
early in 1812, a few weeks before the out
break of tht ,,·ar with the linitt•d States. 

W. B. Wells, Capt., Harry Pennefather, Eddie VanAllen, 
Harry Ball. 

STIRRING DAYS WHEN WAR VISITED THE SITE OF CHATHAM. 
(Coutlnut•d trom Puge 63). 

Ill th<·ir n·treat. were tired and abandoned, 
"ith uwst t1f Proctor's ammunition. .\ few 
day:-> later 'l'l•cumseh, abandoned hr his 
British ally, fell fighting at l\1ura,•iant0\\'ll. 

There <;t'ems to han.· bt•en t1ghting- also un 
th.ll menwrahh· fourth of October. 1~13, fur
ther up tht:' crt>ck, at ~lcGrcgor's ~fills, l·ast 
of the town limits. I !ere at tlw n11ll dam 
was a hritlgc, which the lndi<tns dc:.troycd. 
Colonel Johnson's nHnmtcd Kentuckians, 
however, forded the shallow stream, ~c,·eral 

\ merican:> and some horses bl!ing killed in 
the altempt. A year later Juhn Toll and an
other boy from Halcigh \\ hu \\'en• hunting 
squi rrels, found the body of une of the 
fallen men undn ~omc brush. 

The lllill at this point, like the blockhuusc, 
was fired U} the Indians in tlwir retreat. 
But at Arnult.l's Mills. further up the river, f 
Tecumseh himself lingered behind tu save 
the mill frum hi::; followers, knowing its im- II 
parlance to the scattered sclllcrs. 

---+ 
l'Uijt! I~lght)'·Une 



F'resh and Smoked Meats 

Pure Can1 bridge Smoked 
Sausages 

Full Line of Cooked Meats 
Poultr·y 

J. H. HARWOOD MEAT MARKET 
Corner Queen and Richmond Streets 

Phone 546W Delivery 



MUNICIPAL SELF GOVERNMENT BROUGHT PERIOD OF 
EXPANSION. 

('or•ttuuf'll Crom Page 7l). 

(later junior county judge)• and John Win
ter. A. D. McLean, elected by vote of his 
colleagues, was the first mayor of Chatham. 
Coincident with the incorporation of the 
town, Chatham wa!\ t.x:tcnded to practically 
its present municipal limits. 

In 1895, the population haY
ing meanwhile incn·as('(l 1tl 

bclwt•cn 9000 and 10,000, Chat
ham was constit utcd a citv. 
'I' he fur mal inaugt1rat ion of tl~e 
community into cityhoud was 
celebrated on July 1, that year. 
l\Iansou Campbell was mayor 
when Chatham becanH· ::t city. 
Chatham's advent tu cit}'hon(!, 
just like the advt·nt uf the com
munity tu a municipal s tatu<>, 
was f ullowed hy a period of 
marked expansion and im
provement, the most notewor
thy ft•atures uf which were in-

dustrial clcvclupment on an unprecedented 
~t·alc , a marked growth in population, and 
the inauguration-aiHI, in the intervening 20 
years, the practical compldion-of a sys
tem of permanent pavemnets. 

Many Old Boys W ill Recall "Old Moore". 

WHAT KING STREET LOOKED LIKE JUST BEFORE 
CONFEDERATION. 
(Continued from Page 9). 

Farmers' Exchange", Mrs. Courtillet's no
tion store, Dr. l'cgley's drug store, and John 
Degge's grocery. At the bend was the Post
office block, in which U. F. Cumming, Geo. 
D. Ross and Donald McNabb conducted 
three of the leading stores of the community. 
The post-office '"as in the rear of McNabb'> 
stort>, the postmaster in those days being 
the father of Samuel Barfoot, who was him
set£ postmaster uf Chatham till quite recent
ly. Entrance to the post-office was through 
the "Post-Office Book Store," then conduct
ed by P. C. Allan,'' ith whom the late James 
Holmes \\as tht•n a junior rh:rk. \t the 
corner was Ed. Roclu:'s "Terrapin", then a 
popular resort. 

Beyond Fifth street was the Royal Ex
changl', for mauy years reckoned Chatham's 
finest hotl'l. Uavid \\'alktr, the owner of 
the Exchange, closed it in 1865, having taken 
O\'cr the newer 1 [otel Rankin; and though 
it re-opened Ia ter undt'r other managemcn l, 
its glory had departed. It survived till the 

tire of February, 1899, when it ,,·as replaced 
b) the present \'ictoria block. 

\\'est of the Royal Exchange came the 
drug stores of Dr. Rolls and Dr. Cross, 
Rubert Cooper's teleg-raph oflicc and book 
store-now Garcn's-J. and\\'. ~l cKeough's 
hardware ..;tore. \\ m. Green'::. confectionery, 
Kenneth L' rquhart's grocery, Ge11. \\'inter's 
hat store, ami Thos. Stone's clry goods s tore, 
then the largest dry goods store in the town. 
On tht corner \\a-; the new I lotel Rankin. 

On the present post-office si te was J oseph 
Northwood and Sons' grocery; and next 
door a billiard parlor conduc ted by an Am
erican who had come to C<tnada to avoid 
''tht• draft''. John Da' is' stove and tin shop 
and Alex. McPherson's "\\estern" saloon 
occupied the present Planet block; then 
came Stamlen's hotel, Dr. Duuglas' surgery, 
thl' \m<'rican ExJJress office, and the uld 
"Chatham Arms" hotel, a brick building still 
standing at tlw rorner of King and Forsythe 
slrt>ets. 

Such was business King street j ust before 
Confederation. 

! •age Eighty-Three 
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LEGARY~s 

-- .. -·lPuriity 
Breadl 

Established 1913 

155 Park Ave. E. 

CHATHAM, - ONTARIO 
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HORSE CARS IN THE SO'S MADE KING STREET LOOK 
METROPOLITAN. 

(C:ontlnucd rrom Page HI). 

plain mud road. Over this routl· iour horse
clrawn cars made their trips, coming- ancl go
ing. at more or less regular intervals; the 
fare being 5 Cl'nts for the trip. 

\Vhatever the little horse-caro.; may have 
been for older people, to ride nn them was 
ahrays a delightful adventure for the 
youngsters of that day and generation; and 
thest' will alway:; hold J. R. Reid in grateful 
memory for originating a popular pastime. 

1 lowcvcr, popularity among children who 
pay only half fan .. --or quite !lftcn, no fare 
at all-is not s ufficient to put even a hor:-.e 
car line on a n·munerative basis. Owing to 
lack of patronage, and con"l'fJUeut lack of 
funds, the sy:;tem got in bad ::;hape, in tlw 
cour:--c of a few n·ar:--. 1 t was a not uncom
mon thing. according to tradition, for tho;: 
cars t(J jump the track at the post-office cor
ner, when the pas::;cng<.'r~ would get out and 
assist in prying them back upon the rail:;. 

Ewntually the C. P. R. came through and 
the Eric and Huron movt•d down town, ta k
ing on its passengers at the new C. P. R de
pot. Even without this drastic change in 
conditions, the Chatham Street railway 
seems to have got into a bad way, financiai
ly. 

Finally a stage was reached where the 
town council refused to countenance the en
terprise any longer. There seems to have 
been a number of acrimonious discussions, 
in which critics of the system declared that 
it fulfilled only the first part of the :--log:u1, 
"Slow, but sure", and that a passenger wh•) 
ventured on one of the little yellow car<; 
could be sure of only one eventuality, that 
I e would not reach his destination on tim.~. 

J. R. Reid fought to the last for h1s enter
prise, and at thE· last vchemt:ntly declared 
that if the town C'ouncil orden·d the tracks 
up, they might a" well put a high board 
fence around Chatham and call it a ceme
tery. 

I>e"pitc which, the tracks came up. 
For several ycar:-.-until the laying of the 

vi tritied brick panmcnt in 1900-a narrow 
~·obblc-stone pathway down the midd le of 
the cedar block on King street remained as 
a monument to the horse-car line. Even 
that vanished. 

The little yellow cars themschcs found a 
temporary refuge at the corner of Kmg and 
Third streets, on a vaC'ant, weed-grown lot 
where the newer portion of the C., \V. & L. 
E. power hnu:ic now stands. They must 
have remainnl tht·rc fnr several weather
beaten year:--. 

Then some enterprising individual with an 
eye to undbrt'rncd pnssibilitit·s got posses
sion of them , and moved them out to Erieau, 
in those days at the heyday of its popularity 
as a summer resort. There the old hor;;-.: 
cars, refinisher! and furnished, were miracu
lously tran~form<.'d in to more or less CIJnven
ient "ummcr cottages. 

Such-so far as history records-was the 
l'Illl of Chatham's famo .. us street car line. 
\\'hen, a good many years later, the C., \\'. 
& L. E. was built, the project of a local 
street car -.en ke 111 addition to the intcrt1r~ 
ban line wa:-. nHJutt'tl . But the advent of the 
motor car changed trafTic conditions so ma
terially that the bygone enterprise of j. R 
Reid rcpn•scnt-. Chatham's one and only lo
cal street car \'Cnture. 

WHEN CHATHAM WAS TERMINUS OF FAMOUS "UNDER~ 
GROUND RAILROAD". 

(Contlnuecl rrom Page 41) . 

colored people munhered probably 20(Xl or 
more out of a population of about 6000. r n 

1881 , some 16 years after the condusion of 
the Civil War, this colored population had 

dwindled to 781. out of a total of 787.t To
day, when the en tire populatiOn of the city 
of Chatham is practil·ally double what it \\U:' 

in 1881, the colored population in the city ..
probably less than half what it was then. 

Page Elghty-Fivu 



:_ • . '. •-:.!! .: • . ~ . • : . • .! • .• • ; .. . :.•• •• 

Ruminations of 

It may not be seemly to speak of things 
to come. Prophetic utterances h ave e':'er 
been held in doubt, but one may, w tth 
good taste, speak of things past , especial
ly if he speaks with authority and pru
dence, as I, in this case, am prepared to 
do, because I have been a witness to th\! 
things of which I shall make mention. 

To my mind the two outstanding events 
of 1899 were the P E ACE CONFER
ENCE at THE HAGUE, which long 
since has played out, and the CHARLES 
H. DU NN INSURANCE AGENCIES, 
which, after Twenty-Five years, is be 
coming Stronger every day. 

''The 1899 Man'' 
I have seen it grow from a One Policy 

Agency in 1899, to that of " Many Thou
sands" in 1924, and I have the grateful 
consciousness that throt.lghout its history 
it has reflected the character of its found
er, ARTHUR J. DUNN (who has passed 
to the Great Beyond), has dealt fairly 
with many thousands of people and has 
brought happiness to an equal number 
who would have been in distress from 
fire loss or damage but for this INSUR
ANCE AGENCY. 

Our appreciation is expressed at this 
time to all those who have by word or 
deed, helped to make the " OLD and 
TRIED" such an outstanding success in 
the great and beneficient business of Fire 
Insurance. 

We Write 
Fire Insurance 
Live Stock Insurance 

Sick and Accident Insurance 
Tornado and Wind Insurance 

Automobile Insurance Guarantee Bonds 
Buy and Sell Real Esta te 

REPRESENTING 
Twenty-five of the Strongest British, Canadian and United States Companies 

CHARLES H. DUNN 
AGENCIES 

OLD AND TRIED ZS FIFTH STREET FOUNDED 1899 

CHATHAM, ONT. 

CHARLES H. DUNN. MATTIE McKELLAR 



SIMCOE PLANNED TO MAKE CHATHAM HIS CAPITAL. 
I <'onUnued from Pagu li7J. 

du n being h i::. scrontl choice. Ultimately, 
York- later Turon t<>-was sclecll•ll. 

I lad Simco<' carried hi point, Chatham 
migh t today ht• the capital of Ontario. In 
the intervening 130 years, the growth 11i 
\\' es tern I Jntario in populati"n, \\ealth and 
politil',;d infllll'lll'C Ita-< fully ,·indiratt•d the 
prc .. cicn t gn\'crn11r. 

But thou~h iorced to abandon hi plan to 
t"sl~lblLh hi;-; capital hen•, ~iml·oe kept in 
mind the mi litary importarH·t• of the rin·r. 
whidt he rechri tt•m•rl the Thame-., and oi 
the "trategic point "hich later hccame the 
City of Chatham 

' l'he governor decided to cstahl ish here n 
fortitlcd twnghnld n11 the line of a coloniza
t ion and military road that wa-. to run frum 
1\urlington !Ieight to Sandwich. 'J'ht· e -
t:thlishmcnt of a dry dock was runtcmplatcrl , 
and the feasibility of tta\·i~ation between 
thi:> point ancl London wa~ in\'t'!>tigatcd. A:, 
l'arly a" ~fay 20. JifiJ, l>eputy Sur\'cyor Pnt · 
ril'k ,\ll·NifT had rn:t!le the llt'l"cs-.ary :-un·cy 
of t lw rivt•r and reported the ll<l\'igation 
~chemc "prat•tkahlc, with the erection oi 
IIIH' ur two lock~". 

'l'lw proposed military road from Hurlin~
ton Height~ tu Sandwich \\a .. tn join a latt.r
al Jinl' of road at Chatham. 'l'hi ... Jat _,rnl 
road I >t'Jlllt\ ~urn·yor ,\braham I retl~·!i was 
dirt'l'ted !11 run "as ~trai~ht as po ... -:rhle to 
l'c•iut aux Pins on Lakt• Eric, to he her~aftcr 
calll'd the 'Land ( .uanl', wlwrt• a P("'iti<HI 
for a town is to hl• re:;r.r\'ed." This latt•ral 
road was later known a~ tlw Communication 
Rclad. 

I "THANK 

~illlCIH' pcr:<•>nally vi~itt•cl the ~itc oi the 
future Citv of Chatham about 17~5. Alrendv 
l"Onsiderablt• activity was manife.-t there. 
'l'hc ~Iilitary I<c-.l•rvc (nuw 'l'cnun.;ch Park) 
had hccn partially ~horn oi it~ hardwood 
timla·r. a Stl)ck:ul~·d block-hou-.e erected, a 
... hipyanl c-.tablishNI, and a uumhcr of gun
boats were urukr ~on:-trul'lion. 

~imcot• planned tt) improve transportation 
£a~ilitic from thL point hy mean.; of arti
fictal waterways. lie ~r.ems to have been 
the fir:-t t•> vi ... ion the hanly pen•nnial pro
ject of a cnn:d from the 'l'hamc ... t., Rondeau. 
An alteruath·e line or water COIIllllllnication 
with th<· ca:.t, which would ht• relatively 
safe from attal·k in tht• e,·r.nt nf hostilitie~. 
was by way o£ the Ceorgian Bay, Lake ~im
coe and artificial watt•rway.-. then determ
irll'd upon inr l'Uihtrudiun, tu Lake Ontariu. 
~rmcoc clearly cuntt·mplatcd thl' construc-

tion tJf the ... c twu canal y:;tcm ... within a few 
year ... o£ hi ... visit. The • \merican war ~care, 
however, pa ed ofT -fur the time heinJ~. 
' l'oday. h1•th t'anal projcl'ls arc occa-.i,lWill) 
di!->cu ... :.ed, hut ncith~r ... ,•ems much IH"al cr re
alizati(lll. 

Go\'ernor Simcoe on hi:; wc-.tl•rn tour as
cclllkd the 'J'han11.:~ to Chatham and Lon
don. The gun-. (If hi-. hltlckhou ... e on the 
high grnuncl11f the )Jilitary Rcsen·c -.alutetl 
as his \'e:.st•l came into \'il'\\' un the up trip. 
'l'he ;-;hipyanl 1111 the Hat.- l'a:.t nf Tccumwh 
!'.ark was a ,-l·enc of hu~v al·ti\'it\' : all uf 
which the ~ovcrnor warm iy appro,:cd. II is 
province was mur!n:~ ahead prl'lty iast. 

\Vithin a few ycars, hoWl'\'l'r, all this hus\' 
activity fdl ~iknt. • 

YOU!" 
' ' I '!'hat thi-. :;ouvcnir i,.; ,., completl' and attr<H'tivt• j ... tlttt' in largt· part tu the 

kind co-up~·ratiun of tht• ''1\lue !:I'll ~la~azine," puhJi ... hcd by thl' lh·ll '!'de
phon~ Company. whil'lt :-upplil•d rut:;: tn ~I r". 1<. \'. J:ray, wh11 loaned many 
interesting photoKraphs from th~· rolll'l'tion "f l>r. I<. V. Bray; and to in
di\'idual dtiZl'lh whn kindly hdpcd in supplying matl·rial. 

I ·=· ._...._..,_ .,._ ,.._...._...._..._.,_ • .._ __ .._....._....._. ,. _. ..._._...~ ....... ...._._, _____ ~ -..-.. - ·- ·:· 
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The Cost of Being Well 
ChinC'se rloctors are paid lo keep th<'ir patl(>lllS well. 

Wilen a tlatieut ~·,l~> sick, the doctor loses his pay. la 
tbnt a sensible plan, aofl U it isn't, why isn't it? 

Surf'l:v it's worth more to be well, and to stay well, than 
to be or' stay anything el~>e. 

And tho t'osl. or being well isn't half the <:ost of being 
sick. 

Riches rl<'J>end uvon good health. And good health 
1lepends upon sanitation. There Is the whole thing
prosp<>rlty and happiness-In a few words. 

The plumber is a sanitarian. That is to say, he t·arrles 
away all waste, and, in so doing, provides pure water for 
drinking and !or the daily bath, and pure ah· to breathe 

Thus. the plumher, like the Chinese doctor, keeps 
people from getting sick by preventing disease. For u 
people who get rid of waste, who drink pure water, who 
breathe pure air, and who take a bath a day-such a 
people are generally pretty well. 

Unless you have good plumbing in your home, expect 
to pay the high cost of being sick. 

JOHN W. DRAPER 
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER 

4 Fifth Street, Chatham Phone 736. Residence Phone 692W. 
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I CAN HELP YOU MAKE A SUCCESS 

DELIVERY SERVICE. 

o£ that 

Family Re-union 

Dinner 
Our Meat is Always Strictly 

Fresh 

PHONE 676W . 

G. B. BEARDALL 
BUTCHER 

220 QUEEN STREET CHATHAM 
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Custodians of the City Funds 

TOMMY COTTIER 

Of the Sports Committee. 

The Boy Wonder, wbo rollowecl in the shoes oC 
Robort 0 . Fleming, Chatham's City Treasurer for 
a quarter of a century, Ye Olcle Boys, don't go 
away without meeting Tommy, It seems funny 
and rude to talk <this way ol the man who handles 
the millions or dollars passing through the coffers 
of the Corporation or the City or Chatham, but 
Tommy is unique. Ile has the ftavor of the salt 
water, being born in the Isle or Man, a graduate 
of the Dank of Montreal, saw service O\' _rseas. 
and Is secretary or treasurer tot· most or the clubs 
and societies In the city. Taxpayers owe him a 
lot or money, tor he has saved the city many 
thousands of dollars. Before his time city deben
tures were sold by bid to the big bond houses at 
the market discount; since •rorumy came 1nto th~o 
job Ulat sort of thing has •been cut out. J ie ha~ 
educated the people or Chatham to buy their own 
bonds, which are gllt-edged, at par, Lhus !laving 
tltousantls oC dollars wlllch profit heretofore weut 
lo the bond firms. He deserves the D. S. 0 . m 
this malLet'. He is also secretary or tlte Golf an'i 
Country Club-nothing too irksome for him to 
look arter. arter office hours. Don't forget to look 
him up. 

W . R. LANDON. 

Any old boy who will come to the t•ornmitte'! 
room and make a bet that he has a booster In his 
home town equal to W. R. Landon, will be accom
modated W. R. Landon was born in London, but 
came to Chatham years ago and this is now his 
•'orne" town. Space will prohibit enumeratlng hi:~ 
activities during the past 26 years looking toward~ 
making Chatham a better place to work nnd Jive 
in, but the Board of Trade, the Chatham Club, auu 
the Public General Hospital stan(} oul pre-em
inently. The Public General Hospital, like all 
hospitals which do not enjoy a large personal en
do'I'I'IDent, was created and has been k ept up anJ 
is now flourishing through the self sacrifice and 
continuous untiring efforts of mll!ly public spirited 
citizens, botll men and women. At a time most 
critical W. R. Landon put his shoulder, together 
w1th many other shoulders, to the wheel and U1e 
institution has kept abreast or the Urnes and 1'1 
a monument to their efforts and service to man. 
kind. A handsome new wing, a memorial to thosa 
who served and fell 111 the great war, was recently 
opened. U, lu the t•ourse or your success in fields 
afar from your home town you wish to remembe.
the place you Jon·, you cannot do better than 
send or leave a thousand or more dollars to the 
Chatham Public General Hospital. 

I 

+•1• ..... - ----- ------ ----- ---·----'" .----- ------·------------~-· 
.,._,._...______ '' ·+ 
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NELSON STRINGER 
Re-established 1878. 

WHOLESALE SEEDS-BEANS 
Furs, Wool and H ides 

203-205 King St reet West Chatham, Ontario 

Kelson String-l·r, born in Chatha m, in 1852. ~nn of Capt. Gl'o. S tringer. Grain 
I Merchant, formerly connecll-cl with lhe linn of T ighe and ~tringl'r , J'rod uce 1\1 erch-

1.-.~~r~~~ ·- ·- ·- ·-·--- ---------·-·-·-·--·--·-·-·-•!• 

A treal to be remem· 

I bered untll the sands of 
the desert grow cold. 

Gene w ill be making Real Punk Ice Cream and Candies. But in the 
meantime he is making those famous "BETTE R MADE" CAN- 1 
DIES and that Real Ice Cream that makes you come back for more. I 
Either after the show, or after that auto ride, take her to "GENE' S" i 

Nifty Ice Cream Parlors. ' 
l 

t 
"GENE" CRUMP 

2 DOORS EAST OF PRINCESS THEATRE. 
t)_ a_ a_ d_ o_a_ o_o_ a_a_,_~-J- a~_..._..~- ~~-~~.-.r.- a_ o_n_o_ n-.o41111a>G- a -~- a ,_,.s 
.C.- - ·-~- ~~ - ~- ~- ~- a- • - •- a- a_ .t_.,_ P __ ,_ .... _ .,_r _ , _ l _ c.....--•-•-n--•---~--r.._. ___ ,_,_,_,_,_i 

I 
THE HOME OF GOOD MILLINERY 

89 KING STREET WEST. - - - PHONE 470W. 

t-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-- -·-·-·-·-·----·--·-·-·-·-- -·--<· 

Clothes . Pressed, Repaired, 
• Cleaned or Dyed 

at 

SCO I I Y 'S 
93 QUEEN ST REET. PHONE 1016 

LOOK LlKE NE\\' AND S'l'A \' PU'l' 

I 

We now have our own delivery truck and a phone call to 1018 w ill l 
bri ng It around to you r home. 

i 
~-------------~~~ _ o_ c_ o __ ll _ tl _ n._..,._.. -o - n.-.- ~- - · - •!f. 
Pace XlnelY 



In Charge of Important Municipal Activities 

J . G. JACKSON 

Manager of the Chatha m Hyd ro. 

In the cour::-n of evolution-from the old to the 
new- elect ri{'itY and electricity "In bulk" has 
played a most (lromlnent part ln Chatham, for th1s 
city. In spite or the fact t hat we hacl for a period 
of ten years or more natu ral gas ''ad. lib." the 
citizens of the Maple City applied electricity, that 
is, Hydro, to everything possible. First thing 1n 
the morning upstairs the curling tongs noel th~ 
bath room, while down stairs the k1tchen stove 
was using it the toa&ter on the breakfast table, 
then the vacuum cleanet· Blld the washing and 
Ironing machine and the sewing machine and the 
refrigerator and the ft:e cream !rei'ZE'r, In fact, in 
the house manr other channels, while do'"n town 
a nd In the factory district thousands ot horse
power were being registered as mankind went on 
his daily dulles, all or which Is in great contrast 
to 25 years ago. 

J. G. Jackson was the first manager ot Hydro. 
and Is still in the saddle, which goes to prove that 
ho Is the right man in tht! place. 

It llaH been no easy task to provide and dis· 
trihute l:'lcc-trlclty in !IIH'h a variable Quanll ly, but 
his customers have been satlsOed, and content· 
ment bas reigned through his Indefatigable 
(•n'orts to put In n service equal to the demand. 

W. H. BENSEN 

Tax Collector. 

Did you ever see a popula r Tax Collector ? I 
g uess not but Chatham •s an exce ption-In fact, 
t he people are so fond of \V. H. Bensen and }>BY· 

lug taxes. that they were not sat lslled at aeeln;; 
blm and paying him taxes once a year, so they 
recently changed the custom to twice a year. 
"Bill" now holds a reception every June and 
December, and very !ew of Chatham's society omit 
to call and see him. 

Chatham Plant of the International 
Harvester Co. 

Pace Ninety-One 
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(Contluuerl from Pagt• 7). 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 2. 

Horse races at the Fair Grounds again in the 
afternoon under the Chatllam Park Driving 
Association for large purses, who ltave a 
charter permlltlng them to operate books on 
the races. 

2.60 Pace, Purse ............ $400.00. 
2.19 Pace, Purse . . . . . . . . . . . . $400.00. 
Oreen Race, horses never in race be-

fore, Purse .............. ~300.00. 

At the Ath!etlc Park. 
2.30 p. m.-Lacrol;se, Chatham Junlorli v~. 

Wallaceburg Juniors. 
4.00 p. m.-Football, Chatham vs ~l itdwll's 

Bay. 
In the Evening. 

At the Griffin Theatre-Geolfrer O'Hara. fa 
mous composer and singer, will stage .a con
cert of old-llmers for old-timers, J.aklng Ute 
1ea11lng part in the alfalr himself aud asslsteu 
by a number of other art.jj;ls whose mut~lr. I~ 
not yet rorgotten In Ule he~ of resldetlls anll 
ex-resldenLs of the city. 1! you ml.ss lt~trlng 
Oeotr you mtss one or the treats or the wt.>ek. 
Curtain at 8 p. m. 

At all shows at. the Princess Theatre a high 
class feature act will be given under the direc· 
tlon or the Old Boys' Committee. 

THURSDAY, JULY 3. 

Vlaltlng Day-Visit All Your Old Frlenda Today 
'fhe Board ot Education desires all the Old 

Boys and Girls to pay a visit to all the schoola 
In the clly. The various factories in the city 
extend an invitation to all ,·isltors to call upon 
them while visltlng around the city. The city 
council would Uke every one LO pay a visit to 
all the municipal buildings, etc. In one worcl, 
VISIT, today. 

Horse racing al U1e Fair Grounds under lh~ 
auspices o[ t,he Chatham Park Driving Club. 

2.30 Trot Stake, Purse ...... $1000.00. 
2.25 Pace, Purse ............ $ 400.00. 
Free.For·All, Purse .........• $ 400.00. 

Baseball, Regularly scheduled Kent County 
0 . A. B. A. game at the Athletic Park al 3.30 
p, m., Dresden vs. Chatham Briscos. 

A Pair of Slxea.-The funniest play you ever 
aaw, at the Griffin Theatre ln the afternoon, 
children only, and In the eveJ,tlnr; tor adults. 
under the auaplces or the St. J oseph Dramatcl 
Club, with a caste o! young local people, under 
the dlre<'tlon oC Harry Duffy. ll's a scream. 

FRIDAY, JULY 4. 
American and Masonic Da)'. 

A parade of over 10,000 Masons from We!il· 
ern Ontario, and ll1e Bordet· States. Shrine 
Bands nad Patrols from London and DctroH, 
with their sisters, the members of the Order oi 
the Eastern Star. 

!1.00 a. m.-:\Ie~?t special train from London 
nnd paradf> to Masonic Hall. Hegfstratlon from 
9.30 to 10.:!0 a. m., when bacl~es will he diS· 
trlbuled. 

2.30 p. m.-Mocha Rand and :'ltot'lta Patrol 
will give exltlbllion drill on Klug street. 

S.30 p. m.-East('rn Star Patrol will gin'! an 
exhibition drill in the Armourles 

9.:10 p. m.-Grand i\fasqueracle Ball, opf>n to 
all. 

Thirty thousand vl!lltors ar£> expected from 
Detroit and Michigan alone. 

The Detroit :Masonic Bn!ll"ball Team will 
battle wltlt the Brlsros of Chatham at 10.15 
a m., and again aL :1.30 In lhe afternoon. 
Horse Racing at Fair Grounds-Closing Day. 

In the Evening. 
A Grauel Masquerade Ball In th~ Armourle« 

with an aii-MasonJc orchestra, Informal. 
At the Griffin Theatre 

At 8 15 "A Pair or Sixes" undet· the auspices 
or St. Joseph's Dramatic Club. 

At the Princess Theatre 
'rhe feature act at all shows will be supplied 

by tlle Old Boys' Commltlee-Exceptlonnlly 
good. 

SATURDAY, JULY 5. 
DasebaJI, 3.30 p. m.-Anothet· regular Kent 

County 0. A. B. A. game between the League 
I.eaders, Blenheim aDd the Brlscos 

Special Cealure acts at the Prln~:ess theatre 
at every performance. 

Matinee and evening at the Griffin Tbeatr~ 
- "OUR BOYS", a good three-act ('Omedy, prE>· 
sented b)' Mr. Reg. Thayer and his company. 
Don't miss lt. 

At 8 p. m.-a band concan ny the Kent 
Regiment Band. 

ACCOMMODATION, 

Motoring visitors will be accommodateu at 
the tourhst camp on Victoria Park, where kllch. 
ens, etc., have been prepared under the direc
tion of the Kent Motor Club. 

The Committee bas also a list or good homes 
where visitors will be accommodated with room 
and board. 

C., W. & L. E. 
The C., W. & L. E. Railway will run special cara with special rates, every day during the week. 

SPECIAL PRIZES. 
Prlzea will be given to the Oldest Old Boy and Old Girl present, also to the Old Boy and Old 

Girl who have come the greateat distance, and to the Old Boy or Old Girl with the Largeat Family 
preaent, etc. 
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(Continue•! rrom Page !J2l. 

SPECIAL ATIRACTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
The oldest "md oddest band In the Dominion 

ot Canada will be present all week under the 
au11plces or the nnn-commh;isoned officers of 
the Kent Regiment. 

11bows a., Madame Tau!lsaud's \\'ax \ Vorks, 
King Tnt's Tomb, and a ho!'lt or others. 

The Famous London J uvenile Klltle Banll 
und Dancers w111 be seen and heard at all times 
and places during the week. 

During the entire weok a high class enter· 
talnment -.;Ill be held tn the armourtes on Te. 
cumseh Park, under the auspices of the 24th 
Chapter, I. 0. D. E., and the Kent Regiment, 
featuring such attractions as tea-rooms, rest. 
rooma, dancing, writing room!!, etc., and such 

Every afternoon anrl evening, commencing at 
2 o'clock and continuing until 10 p, m., the 
pleasure launch "Bernice" will take pa!lst>ngers 
tor a ride down the b!Jautlful Thames for an 
hour. About 30 people can be accommodatell 
at one lime, the boat docking at the new break
water on Tecumseh Park. 

During the week, on any day dtosen by the 
visiting Old Boys themselves, the Chatham 
Howling Club will hold a tournament on t heir 
fine greens In their honor. 

"KIBOSH" BILL PERRIN 

One of the be!'t lo\'ed of olcl-timers who 
pa~-.ed to the Great Beyond several years 
ag-u. Ra:untt:ur, star reporter, a hail fellow 
well ml't, "K1bu~h", a:- he \\'a:- known to hi5 
frien<i:- - and they \\'ere kg-iun-filled an im
portant P''"t with The Daily ~ews under 
"l' Vl'raleditors. 

IIi-. n·r:-;atilit~ "as unbounded. On OJI'! 

un·asion tlw old 24th Regiment I3and was 
ready to march uut to the f:iir grouncls to fill 
an t•ngag-ena•nt. The cymbal player was 
missing. "Kibosh'' said he would fill in
which he did, to the amusement of many of 
his friend:-. 

lfc conducll'<i a column in The News fnr 
:,.ume time alHl .;igncd himself "\ours 111 

Oshko:;h, By Cosh, By Kibo::,h". 

l'UC<t Nlnety-Thret!l 



CHA THAM--- THE CITY OF THE MAPLES 
One hundred years ago Chatham was an outpost in the midst of a prime,·al forest 

As the years passed, each generation, by enterprise and progressive energy, helped to 
build up the reputation it enjoys today-an important industrial centre and one of the 
prettiest of Canadian Cities. 

You Old Boys and Old Girls, too, who have helped in your day to make th~, 
city what it is today, will return to your adopted homes with happy recollections of 
pleasant times spent in the Old Home Town during this week of ccl<'bration. You 
ha\·e shown your interest in Chatham in past decadl's-you have :;hown your interest in 
the home town by attending the big celebr:~.tion-You \viii have a further opportunity 
of showing your interest in the Maple City by telling your friends of its unusual 
<.·ombinatiun of advantages to the tourist and in an industrial way. 

Some of the A rticles Manufactured in Chatham 
Auto Bent Goods; Automo

bile Bod lea; Automobile (as
sembling). Automobile Bump. 
era, Automobile Accessories, 
Automobile Jacks, Auto and 
Buggy Tops, Cushions and 
Curtains, Automobile and oth· 
er Steel Stamplngs, Advertis. 
ing Signs (outdoors), Awn
Ings, Automobile Tire Covers, 
Automobile Garage Equip. 
ment, Automobile Sprlngs, 
Automobile Transmissions, 
Automobile Wheels. 

Banels, Kegs, etc .. Bath. 
ing Suits; Beers, Ales, etc.; 
Blank Books; Book-Binding; 
Blankets (horse); Books 
(loose leaf); Bolls; BoiJers 
(steam); Boxes (wood): 
Brick; Biscuits; Bread; 
Dutter (peanut); Butter 
(creamery); Buggies. 

Calendars, Candy, Canned 
Goods, Cabinets (kitchen). 
Carriages. Carpet (rag), 
Carts, 'l'rucks. etc., Cata
logues. Cheese. Chocolates, 
Cigars, Concrete Bridges, 
Concrete Culverts, Concrete 
Battery Boxes, Concrete 
·watchmen's Houses. Cos. 
tumes, Ca11tlngs (gray !r{)n), 
Cal!llngll (while metal), Cast· 
lngs (hraSI!l. Cedar Chests, 

Cakes, Cement Blocks, Ches· 
terfields, Chairs, etc., Com
pressors (air), Conductora 
(smoke), Couches. 

Derricks, Dresses, Dress 
Trimmings, Doors. Door 
Hangers, Dyeing Dress Goods, 
Drinks. 

Engines (gasollne), En
gines (kerosene), Electro· 
Plating, Electric Recharging 
Battery Machine. 

Farm Wagons, Farm 
Sleighs, FertiUzer, Flour. 
Frames (sash and door) , Ful'· 
naces (coal and wood), Furnl. 
ture (household), Furniture 
(school, office and church). 
Furs. 

Garments (women's ready· 
to-wear) , Gas, Glassea (eye) 
Gloves (cotton), Gloves 
(woollen), Glove Linings 
(wool), 

Harness and Collars, Horse 
Pads. Hosiery (t•otton). 

Implements ([arm), Ice 
(arttdclal), Ice Cream, Iron 
(castings), Iron Bar. 

Jams. 
Knit Goods. 
Lnmps (piano), Leather 

Goods, Leather (tanned), 
Locksmithing, Lumbtll'. 

Machinery (concrete) Ma. 
chinery (mJuiug). Medicines, 
Memorial Tablets, Meta.l Sky 
Ughts, Millinery, Mitts, l\fonu. 
menta, Moulding (jnterlor), 
Moulding (finishing), Nuts, 

Newspapers. 
Office Supplies, OveraUs. 
Packing Cases, Pbono· 

graphs, Pickles, Pipe (con. 
crete). Printing, Printing 
(commercial), Pumps. 

Rugs. 
Showcards, Smocks, Smoke 

Stacks, Soap or All Kinds, 
Soda Water, Springs. Stay. 
Bolt Iron, Stet>l Brldgt>s (tab. 
rlcated). Steel Water Towers, 
Steel Buildings (!abrlcated), 
Stock Foods, Stone (cut). 
Seed Corn, Seed Grain, Sugar 
Deet Lifters, Sugar Beet Cui 
tlvators. 

Tables (folding), Tanks, 
TUe, Trimmings (bouse). 
Trucks (motor). 

Underwear (Balbriggan an•! 
Jersey). 

Vehicles. 
Wooden Articles, Wood· 

work (sanitary), Woollen 
Goods, Welding (oxy-acety. 
lane). Wheels. 

THE CHATHAM BOARD OF TRADE 
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§ome ITil1lteJre§11JI11lg Fact§ Corrncerll1lnll1lg 
C Ihl a tlhl am 

The dlmate, lhe scenery, ll1e varied and numerous place of Interest, tbe social lite and other 
delightful and agn•cable elements in the city's actlvltleM make Chatham a pleasant place in 
which to live. or to visit at any Reason or the year. Ill! educational system Is acknowledged to ba 
lhe best In Ontario, outslcle of Toronto. The club>~ of the clly comprlse every hobby and Interest 
In thP. way oC athletics. education and culture. Being a city of homes. great Interest naturally 13 
taken in home life and anything that vertalns to the Improvement of the home, and this inlluence 
1s rellN·tcd In munlc·ipal anrl Industrial acUvltias of the city. Chatham has t he home interests of 
a small town, along wilh the business interests or a big city. In Chatham the community spirit is 
the strongest element In social lite. Chathantltes are proud of their city, and It ts a city wor thy 
of that pride. 

CHATHAM IS--
A City of 
On the 

Highway. 

Homes. Is acknowleclged to The centre of a terri· The Most Southerly 
Provincial have the best farmo;!r tory that is in point of 

On the Blue Wat!lr 
Highway. 

The Seed Com Gran
ary ot Canada. 

The Ca pilaf of the 
County of Kent. 

The Centre or the 
Sugar Beet Industry. 

The Hub ot Sunny 
Southwestern Ontario. 

Governecl by Clean, 
Economical Adminlstra· 
Lion. 

.A. City with a Histor. 
leal Past and a Bright 
F uture. 

k 0 I City In Canada. 
mar et Jn ntar 0 • climate at least two 

The headquarters of 
manufacturers of na
tion-wide reputation. 

Situatecl in a fertile 
region which proilures 
abundant c.:rO[lS of to
bacco aml beans 

Free from transtt 
wot·kers; most of the 
workers in the city own 
their own homes 

The !llstrlhullng point 
for more farm machin
ery I han any other 
place of Its size in the 
Dominion 

weeks ahead of other 
parts of Ontario 

T ho chief shipping 

point of a populous and 

Well equipped with prosperous ter ritory -
educational facilities. five fines of ra il ways 
The Central School l<~ radiate in all directions 
tbe largest public rrom the city. 
school In Ontario out-
side of Toronto 

ls provided with over 
30 miles of paved 
streets, a completely 
modern sewerage BY'!· 
tem and an exce11ent 
water SUl>PIY. 

The logical location 
!or Industrial plants 
whlch require farm pro
ducts, or which manu
facture products partlc. 
ularly tor use on the 
farm. 

CHATHAM HAS--
Population, 15,600. 
At·ea, 17H acres. 
Altitude, 595 fe••t 

above sea level. 
A'•erage rainfall, 2o 

inches per year. 
Chartered Danks. 5. 
Birth Rate, 25 21-50 

per 1000 population. 
Death Rate, H~ per 

1000 popula t.lon. 
Churches. 12. 
Gas l\leters, 3800. 
Hospitals, 2. 

Hydro Electric Power 
from Niagara Falls. 

l\Totorlzecl Fire De. 
panment. 

Natural Gas. 
Public Library. 
Public Schools, 3; 

Teachers, 57. 
Separate Schools, 2; 

Teachers, 12. 
Colleginle ln~Jtltute 1, 

ToachP.rs, 13. 
Business College, 1: 

Instructors, 5. 

Private Schools. 1 : 
Instructors. 12. 

Industrial Schools, 1; 
Instructors, 4. 

Students, Total 3332. 
.Assessed Value, $13,-

250,000.00. 
Pollee Force. 7 Men. 
Public Parks, 2; acre<~ 

about !!5. 
C h I I d r e n ' s Play. 

grounds, G. 
Sidewalks, 37 mile._, 

33 miles paved. 

Sewers. 35 miles. 
Streets. 30 miles; 28 

miles l>nYed. 
Theatres, 2, Moving 

PicLUres. 
Telephones, 3300 . 
Water .Mains, 31 

miles. 
Good Industrial SHes. 
Free Interswitchlng. 
Flvo Rallways. 
Nnvlgable River . 
Jiyrlt·o Electric Power 
Natural Gas. 

I nformation regarding industrial factors in Chatham, or of interest to auto tourists, 
or other visitors, also free literature describing the advantages of Chatham as an indus
trial centre and a place of amusement and recreation will b e cheerfully supplied by 
Charles H. Dunn, Secretary of the Chatham Board of Trade, 25 Fifth Street. Three 
doors away, at 31 Fifth Street, will be found the Secreta ry of the Kent County Motor 
Club. 

THE CHAT HAM BOARD OF TRADE 

Paee Ninety-Five 



333006 

l'nso: ~lnetY·Six 

Ihe Co & JL Hadley Coo 
=========================:~ LllM ll1flEID ==========================~ 

0111le off tlhle Oll«::lest 
Esta 1b ll ij s Ihl e«::l IF n rm s 
n111l Clhlatlhlam ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

extends a hearty welcome to the 

Old Boys and Girls visiting the 

city during Reunion Week . 

•••• 

1Everytlhln111lg n111l LMmlber 
§a ll1l «::I tal Jl1l «::I (] Jr at v en 

·ss Thames Street. Phone 149 
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