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115, Algonquin Historical Socict . ol Canndn was oF Fanised:
as an Omtario a-ociation bur on October ath, ‘1024\‘
Charter was takes oot gnd gegisterad fking it wop 't
the whale of Canadn. i ' 1,k

Yhe Sacicty has bees orzanized with a definite aim In view: Deginning 5
with the province of Ontavio. wod taking up section by section, it is onder-

' taking to compile and record the Sl.o& o Canada under the ‘general title nf
t “THE GALLERY OF CANADIAN ACHIEVEMENT™, s

The resources of our country—out forests mid fard lunds, our rivers and
> our lakes, our rocks and the variety of our minerals—are the sonree of our
{.4{1 wealth. But this heritage of Natare donated to us must be discovered and

Jil = iy
) N
’:;.;':5';’"

i T

developed before it can he accounted we alih, There are men and women in
every field of Canadian endeavor whose names are associated with achieve-.
ments of discovery and progoees. (It will be the province of this Seciety to
discover those who have made a worthy contribution 1o the progress
development of our country and 10 compile the story of their achievements in
a trust-woithy record. L

f The population of our country has been drawn from many nations, and

3 the web of our destiny is being woven by the representatives of many peoples.

B Who these are, and the contribution which they have made to our national
achicvement will be made the subject of careful analysis. =

Our nation is one of the members of :1:- Great British Empire, yet with our
own form of municipal, proviucial and naiional governments, Many names of
those who have been associated in the estublishment and maintenance of these
governments, must find a place in the Gollery. :

As our population increa.cd centres of commerte were established, roads
and railways built, and so we Lave the names of the founders of villages, towns
and cities, the promoters of cuilways ead <hipping interests, the captains of
commerce and industry, without whom no List of the Makers of Canada would
be complete.

A higher standard of lis 12 has been ~ttained for the Canadian people, not
only in respect to material comborts, but al-o in the spiritual, moral, intellectual
and social spheres of life. With this ati.ooment has been associated the names
of clergymen, teachers. phy. ans, social workers, ete., whose worthy contribu-
lions towards raising this =andard mervi: Jiem a place among those whose

names will find a place in il Gallery beraif e of their successful undertakings.

Our wars, 00, no' excepting the Greal War, 1914—1918, have given to us
stories of courage, sucrifice and militory achicvement, which lift up many
Canadian citizeuns to a pluce in the Natiooal Gatlery such as we are now undér- e
taking to establish,

¢4
The aim of this voluiie -~ to recor the coniribution which the pioneers of '
Kent county and the generations since (.o wade to ihis Achievement.
S
Fol.
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MONUMENT TO
CAADIAN ACHIEVEMENT

,m;, S ’A N we creet a monument to the memory of those
/ ;;*1 ‘3 who were the founders of our country; those, who

gave to il its first iimpetus towards that progress and
I-ﬁ* achievement unto which it has already attained ; those,
\\hu not only wove, but supplied the warp and woof for the
weaving of the first measurc of the web of its future destiny?
Goldwin Smith afiirms that we ean not.

t".f-'..w

“To the memory of conquercrs who devastate the earth, and of
politicians who vex the life of its denizens wth their struggle for power
and place, we raise sumptuous monuments: to the memory of those
whao by their toil and endurance have made it fruitful we ean raise none.
But civilization, while it enters into the heritage which the pioneers
prepaved for it, may at least look with gratitude on their lowly graves.”

Notwithstanding so great an authority to the contrary, we
wiink a monument can and ought to be erected to their memory.
When Doctor Smmith penned these lines he was doubtless thinking
of marble statucs, those works of sculpture and art which
oecupied so grear a place in the culture of anecient Greeks in
Atheus, forgeliing that the truest and best memorial® to any
people is the record of their chievements. Their achievements
themselves, and nol the recond of them, is this monument, the
sages of the schools will ronind us, and these will continue
imperishaole as loner as they or their beneficial results abide.
Admitting this (o be true, vob we must know what these were,
and whose indust, it was whic! Tnought them into existence
before we ean adiiire their voorks or revere their memory. To
detach the works from the persons assoeciated with them is but
to produce a spicic that is cold and loveless, whilst to think of
these in the Ti it o0 the persons associated with them, the hard-

ships and privaticns which ther endured in the pioneer stages of
our country's history, and the wisdom they displayed in the
solving of their muany probleras, is to create in our mind a spirit
of admiration and appreciuiion without which loyally to
our country &l o truly patviolie sentiment must soon cease to
exist amongsi To wrile (e story of our people and their

achievements becomes by reason of this import, a national and
patriotic duty.

-
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Furthernes . the statues which we creet for monuments
would be meaninsless blocks of marble and nothing more except
for that which is writien on them, giving the reasons why we
have erceted them. We ercst statues to the memory of heroes
who fell in the Great Workl War, and o those also who enlisted
and took their part in that great struggle.  Fvery locality which
contributed ils share to thit army of hall a miilion which Canada
sent to the front kas ereel | cach one its own statue, ' Bul thes:
convey no meaning other ‘han that the number of names on any
sie of them represents the sum tolal of man power contributed
by that locality o the strugzic. ‘The men themselves reccive
no memorial if the contribul i v Lich they individually made to
the overthirow of the tyrariny ol an ambilious monarchy is not
reeorded. Dut if the story of that contribution is recorded, then
in this we have cstablishe!! Tor them a true memorial.

Unfortunstely there i+ a sense in which the affirmation that
we cannot build 2 monument to those unto whom a monument
is vightly due, is but too true. We have allowed the story to
remain unrecorded until the persons from whom alone we could
get the informiation have passed over and become the occupants
of those humble graves of which he so reverently writes. DBy
reason of this, many monuments will not be erected which ought
to have been and which could have been if undertaken early
enongh. That much of the story which ought to have been
written is lost makes it the more imperative that we put on

record that which remaincth to us before there is any further

wastage [rom the same causc.

There ure many angles from which the record of Canadian
Achievement niight be written. But as the story of the whole
cannot be w
each part makes to the general achievement, the aim of this and
all subsequent volumes will be to make each county the unit
of its survey, anc it is hoped by this method not only to supply
a record of the lirst even!s in the history of our country, but
also, at the swmc time, ercel a monument to the achievement of

some of those oi whom il hath been said, no monument can be
raised.

Folio VI

n except by gleaning the contribution which
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COLONEL JOHN GRAVES SIMCOE

HIS VISIT TO KENT IN THE WINTER MONTHS OF
FEBRUARY AND MARCH, 1793,

Vi its people since, with the vis-
%] itation to the county of His Ex-
eellmy Colouel John Graves Simcoe, first
Governor of the province, in the winter
months of February and March, 1793. Ac
companied by a staff of six officers—Major
Liutlehales, Captain Fitzgerald, Licutenants
Smith, Talbot, Gray and Givens—and twenty
additional soldiers he undertook an overland
journey from Niagara to Detroit and return,
while, as yet, the country was an unsettled
forest wilderness, Two years before this,
the British Government had passed a law
dividing the country cast and west of the
Ottawa river into two provinces, naming
them respectively, Lower and Upper Canada.
In Lower Canada, frecdom was to be given
to the French to govern themselves in accord
with French laws and customs. In Upper
Canada, however, nho’n institutions were to
be established, British inhabitants induced to
settle within its bﬂﬂluu, and a nation, loyal
" to the core to British connections and the
king, established in the place of the one lost
through the independence granted to the
“Amorican States by the treaty of 1783.

olonel Simecoe was a distinguished Deitidh
soldier in the American Revolutionary War.

His appointment as Governor was made
immediately after the passing of this Act
He merited this honor because of the dis
tinguished service he rendered as a soldier
and commander of the Queen’s Rangers dur-
ing the American Revolutionary War, a
period in prison being part of the experience
he suffered during that campaign. On en il
fated attempt on the part of his unit to attack
the American forces near Morristown in
1779, his horse was shot under him, and in
the fall, he was knocked senseless. As ke lay
on the ground unconscious, a boy rushed up
and was about to bayonet him, when some-
one checked him, remarking, “Let him alove.
He's dead enough.” The mistake preserved
his life and saved to the province a pre-
eminently able man for its first governdt.

ith him, attached to his staff, were com-
vrades of his former Regiment, the
Queen's Rangers.

The Queen’s Mangers was a detachment of
rounted infantry, organised at first from
Loyalist Volunteers, Americans all of them,
recruited from Connectieut and the neighbose
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nood of New York., The soldiers of this unit
were employed in sconting and outpost duty,
« strenvous work, in the performance of
which they secured for themsclves, under
Simeoe, a well-earned veputation {or alacrity,
vigilance, endurance and undaunted courage.
When he became Governor, he found some
of those old comrades, who had shared with
him the faligues of many campaigns in that
war, now associated with him in his work, of
establishing a government for the newly-
created province of Upper Canada, one of
whom, Lieutenant Talbot, later became the
most distinguished of pioneer settlers in
Western Ontario.

he Govermor-elect spent his first winter in

Canada at Queboc.

The winter immediately following his ap-
pointment as Governor, he spent in Quebee,
informing himsell «» to his new duties and
preparing plans for carrying on the work
with which he was eatrusted. Here he met
snd companioned with Prince Edward, fourth
son of George 11, whom we know better as
the father of our Iate and beloved Queen
Vietoria, whom promotion te the honored
title, Duke of Kent, seven years later gives
him a link of interest with the name of this
county. Here also he organised a body of
Militia to safeguard hiz own and tho, interests
of his subjects. This was domec by the re-
organisation of the Qucen’s Rangers which
took place in New Drunswick, after which
they came overland on snowshocs {rom the
province and joined him at Quebec.  On their
arrival, he took them under his own com-
mand, a relation to them which continued
during his stay #s Governor of the Province.

Chokc of a capila! ior the new province com-

prised his first task.

As soon as he took the oath of ollice mt
Kingston in the cpring of 1792, he was
brought face to face with the problem of
choosing the place where would be the seat
of his governmen:t. Lord Dorchester, the
Governor-General, (avored Kingston, but
Colone!l Simeoe had a raore westerly place in

G
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. as an inducement, the same treatment in te-
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his mind, and, without doubt, one of tho
reasons he had for taking the trip to Detroit
the {ollowing winter, was to dizcover a suit-
able site. In the meantime, while the settle-
ment of the question was pending, Niagara |
was used as his temporary abode, and the
place where his first Parliament was conven-
ed the following Scpiember, g
is second task wns an efilort ta induce
British emigrants to setile in Canada.

As soon as his government was establish. |
ed, Colonel Simeoe addressed himself to the |
greatest of all his problems, the settlement
of the country with Britishers concerning !
whose loyalty there could be no qumion.1
His first endeavor here was the cﬂablishmem‘j
of settlements made up of refugee Loyalists
and disbanded soldiers. A soldier and
Loyalist himself, his treatment of these was
naturally kind and generous. Large screages
of land, farming equipment, and provisions
for at least one year, he readily granted them. |
There was also another class of settlers
whom he hoped to induce to come to Canada,
that great stream of migrants made up of
evicted Highland Scotch farmers and others, |
pouring at that time out of the British Isles |
into the United States. Efforts were put for'h |
to persuade these to continue loyal to the |
British flag by settling in this province, and,

spect 1o land grants was promised them as |
was accorded the U. E. Loyalists and the dis.
banded British soldiers. 1

Ramu for his taking an overland trip to |
Detroit. {

The journey to Detroit and return, enabled
him to obtain first hand knowledge of the
resources and possibilities of the Western
peninsula and to discover what ‘parts would
be suitable for immediate scttlement. ]

It also afforded him an opportunity to)
cultivate friendly relations with the Indians.

e

There were four tribes who claimed owner-|
ship of this territory—the Chippewas, the
Ottawas, the Wyandots and the Pottowat-
omies. In addition there were the Mohawks

e oA il i i
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WESTERN DISTRICT, 1792

THE
on the Grand river, the pagan Delawares on
the Upper Thames, and the Christian Dela
wares on the Lower Thames, the ariginal
homes of all of whom were in American ler-
ritory, but who migrated here because of their

- more friendly relationships with the British.
Tt was expedient, while the country was new,
to continue this {riendship.

But the chief reason. in the Governor's
mind, for making the journey, was a military
one.  These were strentous, and between the
Americans and Indians, killing tivies. The
massacre of Whites by Indians, and of In-
dians by the Americans, was still a matter
of curremt history. Moreover, rumor had
it. that the Americans were contemplating an
attack on Niagara, then upon Detroit. which,
if successful would mean the subsequent
addition of Canada to their already conquer-
ed domains. In the event of such contingen-
cies arising, it would be advisable to have
an overland route of communication Letween
these two posts, and so the royal party of
forty started out with a view of establishing
such a route.

PR T s
THE WESTERN nrs';mmf X 8.5

lN 1788, Lord Dorchester divided the province
into four districts, naming them Luaenburgh,
Mecllenburgh, Nassau and Hesse. They were
re-named by the First Parliament, October 15,
1792, FEastern, Midland, Home, and Western.

The Western (Hesse) comprised all the terri-
tory west of the meridian indicated on the map,
and included Detroit, Mackinac, and the country
south to the Ohio and west to the Mississippi.
Detroit was the ecapital of the District and
continued as such wntil handed aver to the
United States in 1796, i

DBy proclamation from Kingsion, July 16,
1702, Gavernor Simeoe divided the province into
nineteen counties, of which the Western District
included six,—Essex, Suffolk, Norfolk (this
county though the name is not marked on ths
map lay east of Suffolk and west of the Grand
river), Lincoln, York and Kent.

Kent was made to comprehend “all the
country not being tervilories of the Indians nor
already included in the several counties herein-
before described, extending northward to the
boundary line of Hudson Bay, including all the
territory to the westward and southward of the
said line to the utmost extent of the country
commonly known by the name of Canada”

Governor’s party

mild winter compelled the
foot instead of

to make the journey on
with sleighs.

On the first Monday of the month, with
their provisions and equipment, they got into
sleighs and commenced their journey, but
the winter being mild and along their road
many fallen trees, they soon found them-
gelves compelled to abandon this method of
travel, and adopt the slower but surer mode
of walking. Each officer carried his own
blankets and other personal effects, the sol:
Jiers and Indians, the remaining part of their
cquipment and provisions. Skirting the
shore of lake Erie for a time, they then turn-
ed north-westward, following a path untrod-
den before except by fur-traders and Indians,
making the Mohawk village on the Grand
river as their first place of visitation. On
their arrival there a*most cordial reception
was tendered them and on their departure, a
contingent of twelve of these Indians was
added to their number to act as their guides.
Captain Brant, their Chief, also accompanied
them for a part of the way. Their mode of
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procedure after this is very interestingly de-

scribed for ws by Mrs. Simcoe, which she

penned in her Journal [from the narrative

of the trip given by her husband to her on

his reiurn.

"A n advance party of Indians erected their
buts and prepsred their food on the way.

“The Governor rose early on the march,
and walked till five o'clock. A party of the
Indians went out an hour before to cut down
wood for a fire, and make huts of trees
which they cover with bark so dexterously
that no rain can penetrate, and this they do
very expeditiously. When the Governor came
to the spot, which the Indians had fixed upon
to lodge for the night, the provisions were
cooked: after supper the offcers sung ‘God
save the King', and went to sleep with their
feet close to an immense fire, which was kept
up all night.”

In another paragraph of her journal, Mrs.
Simeoe informs us that these Indiun guides
were instrumental also in adding as a supple-
ment to their provisions the meat of racoons
and porcupines which they hunted and killed
along the way, a delicacy which the Governor
and his suite esteemed like unto that of the
flesh of young swine in taste. This addition
to their supply proved timely, as their store
of venison was not sufficient to last out to
the end of their journey
Mnjor Littlehale's journal tells of the dis

¢overy of petroleum and other incidents
of their journey.

Further and more conplete information
comcerning the journey and the incidents
connected with it i+ supplied us from the
Diary kept by Major Littlehales, one of fthe
Governor’s official stalf From it we leamn

that Kent county, although it had not re-
ceived its name, had already made oo

able progress ia the way of settlemen:, When
they came to the district cow within ils pre-
sent bounds, they discovered a \!":'.“';illi
Mission village and a new road built from
this by the Indians to¢ connect them with the
Sally Hand scttlement, the first road no
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CAPTAIN JOSEPH BRANT.
Mohawk Indian Chief.

A warm friend and ally of the British during
the American Revolutienary War, chief of the
Mohawlk tribe who settled under the British
flag on the Grand river, who entertained
Governor Simcoe and gave him a dozen of his
men as guides for his first overland trip o
Detroit in 1793, §

doubt built in the courly; a seltler’s new
house near the present site of Chatham; a
grist-mill in process of construction ‘on Mec-

. Gregor's creek; and farther down the river a

score of log houses with their ‘elearances
about them, the first inland setlement
cstablished within the bounds of e prov
ince.  Theirs also was the first discovery of
peiroleumn in the provinee. That discovery
is best told in the Major's own words:
“We broakfasted (Date, Feb. 15, 1793) at
the Delaware Indian village, having walked
on the ice of the La Tranche (Thames) five
or ¢x miles; here we were cordially re-’
soivesd by the Chiefs of that nation, and re-
galed with eggs and venison. Captain Brant

bein: oblized to return to a Council of the
3ix Nations., we stayed the whole day. The

ware Castle is pleasantly situated on the
ks of the Thames, the meadows at the
botiom are cleared to some extent, and in

% aw ‘/w.‘-.mw g R ST P gl
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summer planted with Indian corn. Alter
walking twelve or [ourteen miles this day
(16th), part of the way through plains of
White Oak and Ash, and passing several
Chippewa Indians upon their hunting parties
end in their encampments, we arrived at a
Canadian Trader’s; and a little beyond in
proceeding down the river, the Indians dis-
covered a spring of oily nature, which upon
examination, proved to be a kind of
petroleum. We passed another wigwam of
Chippewas making maple sugar, the mildness
of the winter having compelled them in a
measure to abandon their annual hunting.
We soon arrived at an old hut, where we
passed the night.”

“We passed the Moravian village this day
(17th). This infantine settlement is under
the superintendence of four Missionaries,
Messrs. Zeisberger, Senseman, Edwards and
Young; and principally inhabited by Dela

ware Indians, who seem to be under the’

control, and in many particulars, under the
command of these persons. They are in a
progressive state of civilisation, being in-
structed in differemt branches of agriculture,
and having already cornficlds. At this place
every respect was paid the Governor, and we
procured a seasonable refreshment of eggs,
milk and butter. Pursuing our journcy eight
or nine miles, wo stopped far the night at
the extremity of a new road cut by the
Indians and close to a creek.”

“Crossing the Thames (18th), and leaving
behind us a new log-house built by a man
by the name of Carpenter, we passed a thick
swamp wood of black walnut, where His
Excellency’s servant was lost three or four
hours. We then came to a bend of the La
Tranche, and were agreeably surprised to
meot twelve or fourteen carioles coming to
meet and conduct the Governor, with his
suite. We got into them, and at about four
o'clock, arrived at Dolsen’s, having previous-
Iy reconnoitred a fork of the River and
- examined a mill of curious construction

erected upon it.  The settlement where

PR T T
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Dolsen resides is very promisin;, the land
well adapted for farmers, and there are A
respectable inhabitants on both sides of the
river; behind it.lothenu‘lh.hnmgea‘
spacious meadows—EIk are continually
upon them, and the pools and ponds are ful
of cray fish.”
The arrival of the officials frem Detroit
with a sufficient number of carioles to fumi
accommodation for the whole of the part
including the twelve Indian guides, thon
uncxpected, was nevertheless an agreeab
surprise. It enabled them to make the
of the journey over the ice on the Th
river and St. Clair lake, not only wi
expedition but with comfort as well, a fitti
completion of the westward part of

journey,
he Diaries of Major Littlehales and M
Simcoe furmish a starting poimt for
history of the county. ]

This journey of Governor Simcde
ward, with the record of it supplied by
two diaries, is of intercst to us because
supplies a trustworthy account of conditi
as they existed at this early period in
history of the county. From these
accounts supplemented by the diary of
Rev. David Zeisberger, of the Moravi

Mission and the official reports of survey
MeNiff, we ascertain that two important
scttlements had already been established

the county—the Dolsen settlement com-
mencing eight miles from the mouth of .
river and extending intermittently eastw.
to the junction of McGregor's creek with
Thames river; and the Moravian Mission, a
village of forty houses built on the north
bank of the Thames at the ecastern extremity
of the present county’s bounds. Belween
these two, a new settler had also located,
fore-runner of others soon to follow, f
A probable location for the provincial eapital
was chosen and named Londom. .
But their return trip is even of more
interest to us than the westward one. It was|
made , more leisurely and marked by the,
2 ¢ ¢ 4
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- the future of the country, not all of which, tions perfectly realiscd as to the goodness of
.+ however, were ecarried out to compliction. It the country on the banks of the La Tranche,
was on the return trip that he made his choice  and is confirmed in his opinion that the fork
of a site for the future capital of the prowe  of the river is the most proper site for the
ince. Examining as he went along every capital of the country.”

p‘lm which might prove suitable, he made Clulh- was selected for a military post and
selection of “The Fork,” the place where the ship-building station. 4
two branches of the La Tranche met to- The lower forks, where now stands the city !
gether, as the spot which most commended  of Chatham, he selected as a site for a mili- |
itsclfl to him. This place he named London, tary post and ship-building station. DBut |
and the name of the river he changed to these provisions for the future of the country 4

adoption of some of the Governor's plans for  choice. *“The Governor found h:s rxpectas 1
jl

Thames, both in honer of the capital and were never carried out. A dry dock was
river of his native England, established at Chatham and several boats
“We walked over a rich meadow,” wrote built, though none of them were ever
Major Litilehales in his Journal, “and at its  launched, and “Muddy York,” instead of |
extremity came to the forks of the river. The London, became the future metropolis of
Governor wished to examine this situation Ontario. Apparently, the Fates have decreed j
and its environs; and we therefore remained  that it is as an agricultural district, and not_
here all the day. He judged it to be a situa-  as the centre of a ship-building industry,
tion eminently ealculated for the metropolis  whereby Kent County shall make its contri-
of Canada.” bution to the sum total of Canadian progress

Mrs. Simecoe also indicates this site as his  and achievement.

NOTE.~1Hf we refer to the records of the Land Board at Detroit, it is evident that there
were many requests for land along the Thames River before any surveys were made, in fact the
surveys were the result of the aumerous requests for land. :

In 1789, there were nineteen petitions for allotments along the Thames, the names bemz
Chasles McCormic, David England and consort, Arthnr McCormic, John Wheaton, John Scheif-
flein, Schoficld and consurt, Matthew Dolsen, T hos. McCrea, Peter Shoule, Daniel Field, Edward
Watson, James Rice, lsaac Dolsen, Coleman Roe, Wm. Duggan, Thos. Smith, Robert Dowlcr.
Hezekiah Wileox and Sara Montour.

In 1790, we find sixty-six applicants wh ose names are as follows : Thomas Clarkc. David
Lind, William Scott, Thos. Williams, Samuel N ewkirk, Richard Farld, Thos. Parsons, Robert |
McPherson, James McPherson, John McPher son, Peter McPherson, Jonmas Fox, Philip Fox, |
Frederick Arnold, Frederick Arnold, Jr, Arnold Spinsters, Lewis Arnold, Stcflle Arnold, ]ohn1 |
Arnold, William Cissney, Children of John Cissn ey, John Cissney, James Cissney, Joseph Ciasney, ]
Jaspar Brown, Hugh Holmes, David McKirgan, Richard Merry, George Fields, Robert Williams, § |
John Welsh, Jacob Guont, John Flin, Jos. Spring field, John Barbeous, William Searl, Joseph Elain, -
Peter Malor, Richard Connor, Jordan Ivery, Jam es Ronph, Simon Girty, James and Geo. Girty,
Jacob Harsen, Etiennc Tremblay, Wm. Montf orton, Adhemor St. Martin, Simon Scherlcroft,
Patrick McGulphin, (has. Gouin, Maric Josh. Gouin, John Lavghton, Ens. Hrn. Hoy, Alex. Cox,
: Capn. Lamottre, Mat. Gibson, Thos Kelly, Andrew Hamilton, Peter Faucher, John Wﬂhm’-
3 Jacob Marnele, Robert Gill, Patrick 'Flaherty, P. L. ). de Charbert, Wm. Chambers. =
| In 1791, there were thirty-six applications, the names being: Wm. Boyle, A, Grant, Ra,

Understone, J. Reynolds, E. MeCarthy, A. Woolche, John Hembrow, Reny Campeau, James

Hobbs, John Carrel, Joun Reynoids, Kobert Surphlit, Marianne L'Esperance, Wm. Crawford,

Samuel Edge, John Pike Morris Wilcox, Peter Barril, Charles Deaubieu, Jno. Dod.mncad Heary
" Motsford, Charles Boulange, Wyndal Wagaly, Robert Bedford, Fred. Harboth, C01m11 Roe,
' Julius Raboli, Frederick Raboli, Valentine Oiler, jacob Oiler, John Lawler, Thos. “Jones, Lom!
Arnold, George Lyon, John Sparksman, John Killen —Historical Society Reports. ¢ _
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CHAPTER 1I

THE PRE-HISTORIC INDIAN

THE WESTERN DISTRICT, NORTH OF LAKE ERIE,
BETWEEN THE GRAND AND DETROIT RIVERS
- WAS THE LAND OF THE NEUTRAL INDIANS

x WHEN FIRST DISCOVERED BY THE

focrn

WIHITEMAN.

TWO and a halfl centuries before
the first visit of Governor Sim-
coe o Kent, the whole district
was an unknown region except

to the Indians who inhabited it and
claimed it as their hunting ground.
About this time it began to be visited by
French traders, explorers and missionaries.
These found all the country west of the
Grand river north of lake Erie to the Detroit

time. The Hurons occupied the district lying
between the Georgian Bay and lake Simcoe,
the Iroquois the country of northern New

They kept up their hostilities uatil
the middle of the Seventeeneth Century,
when the Iroquois, armed with European
guns, succeeded in practically annihilating
the whole Huron tribe.

The Neutrals spoke a language kindred to
the Hurons, both of them being branches of
the Algonquin nation, the largest of all the
Indian tribes of North America. They might,

therefore, be reasonably expected to line

- and came to North America to cove

o
e S P A

p i ' . | ‘
REYV. JEAN DE BREBEUF, ..
One of the three French missic...iies
who visited the Neutral country i e
middle of the Seventeenth cemtur. I
was a descendant of a noble -«

family who entered into the priesi oo

himself to Indian missions. He was a :

of powerful physique, enterprising |
courageous as a missionary; faced dang ‘
fearlessly, and eventually suffered marty--
dom at the hands of the Iroquois, March,
1649, while at work among the Hurons.
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The  Attiwandar
ons, called hy ke

wrre, physieally,
the fnrst class of
Indians  on he
North Amerienn
confinent. The first
explorers  estimated
aboutl farty villages
of this lribe woe-
eupying the region
north of Lake Frie,
thirty-six of these
In what is now
Canadian territory,
and four or five in
the United Stales.
Three villages, al
least, were located
in Renl counly, one
near Chatham, an-
otlier at Rondeas,
and a Third af
Clearville.

themselves up on the side of their kindred

in their warring operations against the
Iroquois, but they had a commercial reason
for taking neither side. In their territory
were the flint beds found on the lake shore
near Point Albino, and from which they
manufactured arrow tips and lance points,
implements so essential to hunting and war-
fare. The Iroquois, equally with the Hurons,
needed these and bartered with the Neutrals
for them, while the Neutrals, in turn, could
only retain their market by continuing in a
relationship of friendliness to both.

he Indians of the district were visited by

very early French missionaries.

In 16267, this district was visited by
Daillon, a Recollet father, and in 163940
and 1640-41, by the Jesuit missionaries,
Brebeuf and Chaumonot. These describe the
Neutrals as naked, superstitious, easily in-
fluenced by other nations, fierce and cruel.
Hence, notwithstanding their peaceful atti-
tude as towards the Hurons and Iroquois,
they kept up constant warfare and hostilities
against the fire-using nation to the west and

north-west of them, the Mascoutans. In
physical appearance they were large: than
the Hurons or Six Nation Iadians, the
skeletons of them discovered in recent years
showing them to be a race of miniature
giants from six to seven feet tall. They
dwelt in villages around which they built up
palisades of earthwork to defend thernselves
both from the wild beasts of the ioresis and
bands of hostile Indians.
farming to some extent, growing besides

pumpkins, corn, beans and tobacco. three |

crops which are still staple products of the
County. Their lot was cast in a land of
plenty. The surrounding woods supplied
them with an abundanee of fruit, game was
plentiful, the lakes and streams teemed with
fish, and they were thrifty enouch to lay up
in store sufficient of all these for (ieir v nior’s
use. They enjoyed conditions of comfort, if
not of luxury.

s ix Nation Indians destroyed the MNeutrals and
and took possession of their liads.
In course of time, however, their pocsics-
sion of this district came to an end. Shorily
after the extermination of the Hurons the

French, Neatrals, |

“They followed”

i
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The Dwellers of the Forests of Canada in pre-historic times.

Confederacy of Six Nations—Mohawks,
Oneidas, Tuscororas, Onondagos, Cayugas
and Senecas—broke the neutrality that
~existed between them, and unexpectedly com-
ing down upon them, attacked village after
village, meting out to them the same fate
as befell the Hurons. With merciless cruelty,
they massacred men, women and children:
some they carried away as captives; very few
of them escaped. Those who were fortunate
enough to get out of their hands fled west-
ward and northward and joined themselves to
the Chippewas and Ottawas, kindred tribes
dwelling on the islands of lake Huron and
surrounding districts northward. The land
now became the possession of the Six Nation
Confederacy. '
I ot e Gutaens wnd Giwape . 7o
Their occupation of this district was short-
lived. They were considered by the other
nations as trespassers, not as owners, of the

: RO T o gh ; A S B g g s e g P e ot iS55
- 3 |

territory conquered. The Chippewas, Wyan-

dots, Ottawas and Pottowatomies, since the
establishment of a military and fur-trading
post at Detroit, were accustomed to assemble
together there at every fur-trading season.
These resolved to join hands and to treat the
trespassing Iroquois as they had the Neutrals.
The British Government, after the Cession of
Canada to them by the French in 1763, sent
out the celebrated Indian agent and trader,
Grorge Croghan, to explore the country ad-
jacent to the Ohio and to eonciliate the In-
dian nations who had hitherto acted with the
French. The strength of these four tribes
he estimated as composed of twenty seven
hundred fighting men. The same authority
estimated the fighting strengthi of the Six
Nations as that of two thousand six hundred
and eighty warriors. If the full strength of
the Iroquois were mustered it would make
both of the warring parties of equal strength,
but in this case, the attacking party had the

7@} THE PREHISTORIC DWELLERS OF THE WESTERN PENINSULA 11 |
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sdvantage as only the number in cach village
- of the Iroquois could be mustered in dcfence.
The result was that the Iroquois suffered a
. complete rout.

The decisive battle was fought at the
mouth of the Thames. The battleground was
visited by Governor Simcoe and his suite on
the occasion of their first trip through the
country in 1793. Their examination of the

place elicited from Major Littichales the fol--

lowing observation in his diary,—

“From Dolsen’s we went to the mouth of
the Thames in carioles, about twelve miles,
and saw the remains of a considerable town
of the Chippewas, where it was reported a
decisive battle was fought between them and
the Senecas, and upon which occasion, the
latter being totally vanquished, abandoned
their dominions to the conquerors.”

peaceable surrender of the territory to the
British from the Indians was obtained by
various treaties.

When the British wished to open up the
land for white settlement, they found these
four tribes laying claim to the territory, but
the Government adopted a conciliatory atti-
tude, and undertook to obtain peaceable pos-
session of the land by purchase, rather than
by force. Hence, although the claim of
these tribes to this tract of territory might
well be disputed, Colonel McKee, the Indian
Agent at Detroit, took this easier and less

costly method, and obtained a surrender of

Kent with the exception of the lands after-
wards surveyed into Zone township and the
Gores of Chatham and Camden. The price
paid was twelve hundred pounds sterling.
This treaty is dated, May 19, 1790, and bears
the signatures of representatives of each of
the four tribes, Sombra township and the
Gore of Chatham was surrendered six years
later, September 7, 1796. A provisional
surrender of Zone township and the Gore of
Flmdeu was made in 1819 which received
its final confirmation on July the 8th, 1822,

it ok g e

DWELLERS OF TF

NINSULA 1

IROQUOIS INDIAN CHIEF.

Dch\.vnn Indians from the United States were
given a Reserve in Orford township.

There is no reservation of lands set apart
by the Government for the use of any of these
four tribes now, but there is one for the
Delawares, a people not native to our country
but a refugee tribe from the United States,
who, like the Negroes, came 1o Canada to
find here an asylum of safety from persecu-
tion and death. When the white man came 10
America, this nation inhabited the region of
Pennsylvania and the district between the
Hudson and the Potomac river. Driven from
there by the encroachments of the white
settlers, they migrated further westward,
establishing their villages in the valley of the
Susquehanna and the regions between the
Ohio valley and lake Erie. At the close of
the Revolutionary war, thei strength was
reckoned as that of seven hundred and Lity
warriors, including both pagan and Christian
Indians.

Unlike other Indians, this nation w




the British government, and where a consid-
erable settlement of their descendants is still

everal well-marked sites of former Indian
willages have been located in the county.

Within the bounds of the County, there
have been three apparently favorable loca-
tions which these Indians preferred to occupy
and where they built their villages. There

‘was one on the banks of the Thames, or

rather on MeGregor's ereck, on the site where

is now Chatham cemotery and adjacent

farms. The second was south on Lake Erie,
especially in the neighborhood of the Ron-
dean Park. There was a third at the eastern
end of the county in the neighborhood of
Clearville. On the low land between the
Thames river and the Ridge, and where
hunting would be difficult except when frozen
over in winter, there are found no traces of
village sites. They chose the higher lands
on the banks of rivers and lakes for the two
conveniences of building and travel. The
trails which they used as they went from one
village to another became the first highways
of the white settlers, and their burial places,
or pits, supplied skeletons for the use of
medical students up to and including recent
limes. But a minute study of these vanished
races of the past would take us too far afield
from the aim of our work. The heritage
which was once theirs has become ours, and
it is for us to see what progress has been

~ made and what achievements accomplished

in the century and a half since we have taken
possession of iL
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Eighteenth century, they
drove out the warlike Six-
Nations from south-western
Ontario, practically extermi-

.mating a village of them ai
" the mouth' of the, Thames

-lillll'. bl :'f
Little Knife was a brave
and capable ‘vn.[fipr\ol the

Lake Huron region, who won -
the admiration of _the British .

Commandant at Fort Mack-
inac, (1812-1815), for his

age similar aéts of mercy jn
future to the vanquished and
unresisting, I, in his name,

present him with a silver-mounted sword in

token of his merit.”

The wresting of Fort Mackinac from the
Americans and the retention of it during the
whole period of the war in the face of repeated
attempts on the part of their army and navy
to recapture it, was due to the support given to
British leadership by their Indian allies. In
b —————————————

Canadians since our Dominion capital
were called by Cham-
in 1615 on the French
\ e Standing Hair,” be-
cause of their peculiar custom of wearing their
standing up as is shown in the accompany-
\ illustration. They were a part of the great
' -Algonquin nation and kindred
" Yo the Hurons and Ojibways.

LITTLE KNIFE
An Cttawa Indian Chief

The illustration shows him de-
corated with the silver-mounted
sword which was presented to him
by the Comm:andant of Fort
Mackinaw (1812-1815) for his

 CANADIAN ACHIEVEMENT: KENT COUNTY :

Ottawa Indians are of peculiar interest  one of these atiempts, a reconnoitering  party
was scnt out by Colonel Croghan o Reound .
Island, but they were discovered by the British
and a party of Indiaus was sent out who dis-
persed them and brought back one of them a
prisoner. Concerning this cvent, the Reverend
J. A. VanFleet writes,

"“As they neared the island, the Indians that

vemained came down to
meet them and the prisones
would have been killed and
feasted upon by his inhuman
captors, had not the Brisish
commander sent a  strong
guard of soldiers and rescued
him the momcnt the canoes
touched the beach”

The above paragraph might
pass for history, and probably
does in some quarters, but
the posscsion of the sword,
the letter and and the pen-
portrait of the Chief, by our
Historical Socicty is fortun-
ately in evidence to correct
unwarranied asserifons and
to inform a too credulous
public that. the inhumanity
claimed of, had reality enly
in the constroctive imagina-
tion of the writer. In the
matter ¢f ungallant and un-
civilized practis:s, n some
respecis the pre-hisioric Indi-
an could set a g dly example
of abstention which might
well be copied by the white-
man who dispossesscd him of
his country and lands

The scrvice rendered to the
Briiish cause by the Ortawas,
stands out very conspicuously
during the whole pericd of
this war. They were expert
canceists, temaciots fighters,

resene of and kisduss ta 3 Md unwaveriny g thew
wounded American soldics, foyalty to the Ernn in
s (anada as they had bees De-
fore to the French. Dwelling on, at the tuie

of the outbreak of the war, the islands of lake
Huron and adjacent mainlands, they were soon
mobilized and through their assistance
Mackinac was wrested from the Amos
held by the British through the wi.
hostilities between the two countri: =

in their history well worth remember.,
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CHAPTER TII

~* THAMES RIVER SETTLEENT

TH.E FRENCI, DLNG!LISH AND GERMANS WI1I10
COMPRISED 11l ST SWITLERS OF THE
COUNTY OF KENT

i
TH FRENCH

HE nationality of the first seiic?s

of any community is not wiihe

out interest, as the character of

the people, more than anyiling
else, is that which determines its future
history. In the County of Kent are to he
found representatives of all the nationalitics
which have become a part of the now
mixed population of the Province of Ontario.
The first of these to arrive in the Western
district were the French.

rench ‘far-traders at Detroit before Cadillae
founded the coleny in 1701,

The coming of the first French scttlers
takes us back to 1701, the year in which
Cadillac founded Detroit. Even before this,
Frenchmen were found occupying the land,
not as seltlers and colonists, but as traders,
trappers and hunters. The score of men who
accompanied Cadillac to the “teail of Detroit —
and became with him the first French scttle-  glone, and somctimes in company with one
ment in Weslern Ontario (ound ahead of  giher of their own race, they traversed every
them two of their own fellow-countrymen,  giream or lake which would bring them to an

FRENCH VO sAGEURS.
The Venguard of tha Detroit Coleny, 1701

R

runners of the woods, as we now call i, [ndian lodge or viiliee, in order that a trade
Tlese men were the first pioncers of the  with them in { .1+ be established.
district. Oftentimes they wo ake to hapt and

1 e snlg
¥l : : 3 s assotnl, ¢ither as gais OF
Derizg  canoemen, intrepid explorers, 1FapP on their ciua acsoil € t

: 3 . coveTIng with
e e, -Sastliaas . Vil o G niae, ovating
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~ them the same territory as their hunting

1y of them entered the woods
come out again, the victims of
disease, or the treachery of an un-
riendly Indian.

Rm of the woods marry Indian women.

With ready alacrity this class of men took
to themselves Indian women for their wives,
since to move into her wigwam, or she inlo
his, was all the marriage ceremony requived.
With equal readiness, at the end of the
hunting season, some of these deserted their
new homes and their families, and started off
to other fur-producing fields. Others of them
again, however, continued loyal and intro-
duced the log hut instead of the Indian
wigwam as their place of abode. Here they
reared their family of hall-breeds some of
whom in after years became a part of the
Indian tribe to which their mother belonged,
while others of their children, marrying some
descendant of their father’s folk, became
French and were eventually accounted a part
of the French population of Canada.

hree hundred French colonists cn  the
Canadian side of the Detroit river in 1763,

The two French wood-runners, who occw
pied the Detroit site when Cadillac and his
little band arrived there in 1701, gladly
welcomed this addition of their fellow-

" countrymen to their numbers, the earnest of
the many others to follow them. Sixty vears
afteﬂurds. when the Cession of Canada 10
Great Britain took place, the Detroit colon
numbered one thousand, three hundred of
whom were on the east, the now Canadian
side of the river. When it was that the first
of these French colonists went up the Thames
and built the first log-cabin on its banks, of
this, there is no record. Like the inventor
who hollowed out the first boat, or t!
Indian who shaped the first birch-bark canoe,
his name does not appear on the scroll of
history, nor has there been left any record
of his achievements. There is abundant ¢vid-
ence that the French were, if not the first,

i
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then a part, at least, of the first setilers in the
County. When Governor Simeoe made his
winter trip from Niagara to Detroit in the
beginning months of 1793, he records a
settlement of French eight miles up from the
mouth of the Thames river. The records of
the first settlers of Dover and Chatham
townships contain names of persons who
were either French or of French origin,
There is on record the grant from the Crown,
of a block of land, 1632 acres, in Dover
township, the {irst township north of the
river, which is dated September 19, 1780.
The name of the grantee is Sally Ainse, a
French name, indicaling a very early French
settlement in the County.

Gm! probability that some of these came up

the Thames and settled there before the
United Empire Loyalists.

From all this, it would appear that some
of the French colonists at Detroit had found
their way up the Thames znd had become
settlers there before the close of the War of
American Independence and thercfore pre-
ceding the date of any Loyalist seitlement
within the bounds of the Province of
Ontario.

This first settlement of French has since
increased to become two parishes— 51, Peter’s
and Pain Court—boeth of thein retaining their
identity as distinetly French. A recent writer

gives the date of the beginning ¢ e Pain
Court settlement as 1815. In this vear, he
says, Baby and Paquelts s ied « Lots six
and seven on the north side of the iver, and
five others, in tlic same ‘¢ r, on ihe Pain
Court creck. He traces the origin of fifty
two parishioners of the seitlem to the
provinces in France {iom 1 nich v came
direct to Canada. All of lese epre-
sented as having first settied in ! and
from there coming dircvt i the wourt
or Thames settlement.

“In the year 18157 he says, " ; !1
tion of the Tranche was about tw: ile
in the year 1871, the populatio ine

creased to nearly two thousand.” Thus rapid
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4 ase of population was duc-h part 10
- sections of MM bln chiefly to
here, as in Qu " noted for their lnrge
visit of the Bishop of

in 1856, he confirmed

ﬁﬁy children. In the
he confirmed four

rs. Jamieson describes the Freach Saottle-
ment as she saw it in 1836,

Mrs. Jameson, an English traveller and
- writer, deseribing a trip she made in 1836
from Port Talbot to Detroit by way of
. Chatham, has an interesting reference to this
French settlement. “The banks of the
' Thames,” she wrote, “is studded with a sue-
- cession of farms, cultivated by the descond-
ants of the early French settlers, precisely
.~ the same class of people as the Habitants of
- Quebec.” The greatest part of her journey
before this was through a wilderness of un-
peopled woods, but on the banks of the river
down which she sailed, she discovered half
way down to its mouth, homes surrounded

F the claim of the Detroit French Colon-
ists to be the first permanent settlers of
Kent County be barred out, then the

honor must fall to the lot of those United
Empire Loyalists who arrived here prior to
1796. The War of American Indep ndence,
* brought to its final conclusion by the Treaty
of Versailles in 1783, was in reality o civil
war between two branches of the British
. race, the one party demanding Independence,
and the other supporting the continusnce of
the British connection. In addition to settlers
of British origin in America at that time,
there were also Dutch and Germans, but who,
notwithstanding, were not in sympathy with
the war which had been made against the
mother country by her sons in her American

m muns RIVER SETTLEMENT
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by flower gardens, and !'ama- Mrialqll
- extensive orchards.

“At the window of a farirliouse <at a well:.. H
dressed female engaged in needle work. The

lady invited me into her houze, an invitation
I most gladly accepted. FEverything within
it and around it spoke rviches and substantial
plenty. She showed me her garden, abound-
ing in roses and an extensive orcliard.”

The pleasing pictore that Mrs. Jameson
secks here to paint is that of leisurcely peace
in the midst of contented prosperity.

Such was the French settlement on the
Thames ninety years ago, after it had, at
lcast, fifty years of hiziory behind it. The
descendants of these early pioncers are still
there, wedded to the fertile lands which their
ancestors tilled, from the earliest days in the
history of ihe Province. Somc of their
children, as they grow up, lcave the land and
join the procession on their way to Chatham,
Detroit and other urba: centres. Some of
them move to farms in other parts of the
country but the settlemcn: continucs, going
steadily on, increasing n numbers and
prosperily.

!
THE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS

these took up arms on
the side of Great Britain hut many suore of
them remained weutral. though secretly in
sympathy with ihe policy of the Loyalists.

possessions. Some of

P:mns and properiy <f Loyalisis mot pro-
tected os tranly o neace required.

The unexpected suciis- o the lodopendents

left the Loyalists a prey o the .rhumanity
of Continentalist mobs, =md lthangh il
was thought that the trealy of Versailles
would protect their persons -nd  their
property no such safeguard ranted.
Loyalists were honged on thei, . door-
posts, some were tarrel  an Lered
and others driven [rom i SNICR
The Loyalists cndured these inos . as
patiently as possible hopu ; that oo romnise
o -~ &
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But some of the States disputed the

 authority of Congress to make such promises,

g gl -

and passed laws confiscating their property,
reducing them to poverty and want. There
was no course now open to them other than
emigration. Thousands went back to Eng-
land; some went to the West Indics, and &
few to the Spanish colony of Florida. It is
estimated that a hundred thousand of them,
taking only what they could carry w ith them,
trekked north to the wilds of Canada, then,
outside of Quebec, an unsettled wilderness,
the home only of wild animals and Indians.
While most of these settled in New Bruns-
wick, Nova Scotia and Eastern Ontario, a few
also found their way into the County ol
Kent. The Government, on their arrival be-
gan to make provision for them. Tents,
clothing and provisions were supplied, also
tools, especially those required in erecting
houses and clearing the land.

Loﬂ Dorchester ordered a list of those who
had a right to the title of United Empire
Loyalists to be made out.

A list of the Loyalists was ordered to be
made by the government of Lord Dorchester
in 1789, “to the end,” it was said, “that their
posterity may be discriminated [rom future
settlers in the Parish Registers and Rolls of
Militia in their respective districts.” They
were given the right to aflix the letters
‘U.E.L. to their names, and also to their sons
and daughters, there was given the right to
receive a grant of 200 acres of land when
they became of age. This list was accord-
ingly prepared and the names of all those to
whom was given the right to the title way be
found there. ~

Those of them who settled in Kent came
up the Thames river by way of L.iroit, and
formed on the river what was known as the
Dolsen settlement, the first interior settlement
to be founded in Ontaric.

ohn Dolsen and his two sons the most promi-
nent of the Dutch Tories to zeitle en the

~ CANADIAN ACHIEVEMENT: KENT coUNTY ™S

ment, John Von Dolzey, (or John Dalsen a8

the name is now speiled) came from, the
valley of the Susquehanna, Pennsylvania,
with his two sons, Matthcw and tsois, hoth of
whom had :llﬂ‘-ﬂd)' reagin d 1l i,.‘irl.r of man-
hood and had familics of th&iy own. Isane
with his father located on the soulh side of
the river, and Malthew on the notta
any rale, previous 1o 1791, as the

- .n:\". at
records af

the Moravian Missica cn the Deiioil River
intimate that a iz Dolsen f Thames
brought his two sous (o the fon 10 be

cducated that winter at 1heir scly But the

i
it |

1
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WILLIAM
The first man =

. : &t
The Dolsen family Lecnine U s
e ille tha pires
of all the first families of tbe _ e
: =3 = i . c5
sottlement. W L u Dk ::n. . o~
rnt, took np later his dence g
218 i he Roys wtel,
centdnetad for years fhe Re¥ys e
¢ Yoo ~s 3 ploce of entertun-
& noted resort, not only o8 a it f entert ,
. £ 1 o Lut a comermuly Mouds
gient ol slinvens rs bul & ¢ v
where politienl maeding st} ©% _c,y
of il kinds wore hess. 4 TI 33 Sengy
Hesns. a daughter of lavasl SEFCC &
£ . an event Wit th

frst rransiaciuser, an €
th tackhs

couple vith t© :tine
bo married at Lhatond.

s of Ywing the hrzt to

m-.' - He alsa is said to have baiit Faoroyth
The who gave his name 10 the seitle: o first from= hewse @ Craskas
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 establishment of the first trading mart in the
- count '*by Matthew Dolsen, the <tore Lo g
supplied with goods brought up fram Detrait
| ——— e
— -’_‘W”W””' ;1

B
’
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THOMAS McCRAE.

et ———

E A second prominent family of Loyalist stock
among the very first to settie on the Thames

viver, was that of Thomas McCrae, the father
“ of a In , among whom were three
3 sons—W der and Thomas, all of
whom with their father exerted a widzs infllucnce
: on the community. He was the first vesident of
« Kent to be elected a member of parliam.ut, an
1 honor which was conferred on him in 1800, when
he y contested for a seat in the

successfull
1 Legislative Assembly of the £

Parliament ol
Upper Canada, an honor whicli Lis son William
also attained in 1834, and held until the enicn
i of the provinces in 1840. This £ mily addsd
| store-keeping to their farming eoperatons,
where also was kept the first post-office of the
community, and continued to be until moved to
“Chatham Mills" (McGregor's) in 1828. The
honor of erecting the first brick house in the
county belongs, it is alleged, to this family, and
in other ways, also, they led tho settlerent in
advancing the progress of the community.

Csieeetion, which somte olafn was the first

veessl 1o ply en the Thanws, Tater e
catghlishad a digtillere aml a grist mill, the
pouer e ihi-ie aporatian sepplied by cight '\ .
Homoru,  HIE own Tavarn and the Nenh Wegtdird, |

Trading Coonpany sapphierd the marko - fom g
the prodicts of the darlieey And fater
s1it!, ‘he a0l 1o thde e Indusirics a an- i
norv, o blackenith shop, ond alesoperage, all ?
of wit N requtesd the eiralévment of 4 eone |
ftenlle hudy of mw. s B the hvm ofine §
durtry haalon? sines dowithe thilis place >
for o comire,  The mart cammorve. et :
lished by the enterpiiee his snitior came |
tv an end with s passlir out of the man g,
who ealled it inte existenos. hat 1ive hows )
ev-r, connot Blot out the prior place which :

thr nanez ‘Dolsen’ must always hold in any
trus account of the early scitiement of the
caznty.
D".’iw'l, in knowing who ef these carly
scttlers were Loyalists, |
Th-re cre many other names besides that
of Dolscn, associated with the founding of
this first and Loyalist setlement in ihe
county of Kent. After the ending of the war
in 1783, Detroit and the Michigan and Ohio 3
districts were still retained in the possession
of the British, and continued to be so uatil
it waa finally given over to (he Americans by
the Jay Treaty of 1796. A body of Loyalisis
settled in that neighborhood as eacly as 1781
During those twelve or thirteen years of
British occupation, there was no reason why ]
the Loyalists should not remain in the ity of
Detroit or its vicinity. and indecd many of
them did so. But when it finally bocame an
American possession, those of then who
could not overcome their preference fer the
British flaz. crossed the Litroit river, and 4
took up their residences in Dritish territory.
The Dolsen setilement received or that date
a considerable inerease to its numbers. But,
in the absence ol autheniic records, it is dif-
ficult to asceriain with certainty, who of these

later settlers were Loyalists, and who,




BT of “fres grasts of land, - Fos. instance, -8

 George Sicklesteele, who settled in Chatham
- township in 1794, could hardly be called a

that he was formerly a mem-

;"'Hdlﬁeﬂuﬂntrwp.mofthm
~ German soldiers, hired by George 111 to fight

against the American Revolutionists. These
after the war, were dishanded in America,

_ and took advantage of the free grants of land

offered to them in Canada, and settled there

. instead of going back to their own province

of Hesse in Germany,

wenty settlers squatted on Thames river
land before survey into lots was made,

The first settlers came into the county as
squalters. A survey of the land into lots did
not take place until the year 1791 before
which time there were twenty eight houses
built on the river, mineteen of which were
occupied on the date in which the survey was
made. Around many of these there had al-
ready been made considerable clearances,
showing that the first settlers had come in
several years previously.

The names of these sctilers are given by

the surveyor in the following order,—Going
up the river on the south side, Richard Sur-
plex, Richard Merry, John Peck Jr., St
Carty, Robert Peck, Eliza Peck, John Peck,
Sr. A Canadian, Daniel Fields, Samuel
Newkirk, Thomas Williams, Charles Me-
Cormick and Isaac Dolsen. On the north
side, Thomas Holmes, Meldrum Park, Arthur
McCormick, Sarah Wilson, a Negro, Matthew
Dolsen, and finally Clark, a millwright.

’A list of the Loyalists scttled as early as 1791.
In the same year, there is given a list of

Loyalists, on the Thames river, to whom
monthly food allowances

were made,—
Hezekish Wilcox, Josiah Wilcox, Hugh
Holmes, John Pike, Robert Pike, Robert

Simplex, Garr Brown, Thomas Clark, John
Hazard, Jacob Hill and John Gordon.
As none of these men excepting Hugh

~ Holmes are included in the former list, it

mldmntoindnﬂelhﬂlheymm
become settlers on the Thames mbneqwm 1o
May 1791, but in thcmmeyeut.nsthem-’

‘veyor's list of settlers was made out in the i3

spring months of (hat year.

Later records add to these the names of,—
Peter Traxler and his three sons, Peter,
Michael, and John; John Shepley; Fredrick
Arnold and his four grown up sons, Louis,
John, Christopher and Fredrick; William A.
Everitt and his gons, William, Adam, David
and John; John Blackburn and his sons—
Anthony, Joseph, Robert, Leonard, Isaac and
William; V'cter French, son-in-law to Black-
burn, and Lemuel Sherman, the first settler at
Thamesville. These families, although leav-
ing Pennsylvania at the same time as the
carlier settlers, yet did not arrive at the
Thames uaiil 1796, or later, as they first
settled in the neighborhood of Detroit and
continued there as long as it remained undes
British occupation, They were of the same
Dutch or German <tock as Dolsen and his
associates. Their religious faith, that of the
United Brethren, or the Dunkard Church,
was the same. They also were compelled te |
leave Pennsylvania for (he same reason, their
sympathetic, if not active, support of the
Loyalist party in the war.

An Association to perpeiuate the memory of |
the Loyalists organized in 1836.

A Society was organized in 1896, known
as the United Empire Loyalist Association of
Ontario, the it was said, “to
rescue from oblivion the history and tradi
tions of the Loyalist {: mnhes of the Province.
Membership was granted only to those whose
ancestors came to Canada prior to 1796. In
aceordance with the judzment of those who
this Sociely. none who came to
suent to that date, would be
sue Loyalists, no matter what
in the war, or what sufferings
they endured later Leoouse of it On this
ground some of these later arrivals to the
Thames settlement would be shut out from

aim being,

organized
Ontario sul
accounted ¢
part they Look

i
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the use of the title. But whether or not they
have the right to be entitled, United Empire

Loyalists, they have a right to be accounted
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with the others as a part of the first pioncer
settlement in the County, and as such we will
reckon them,

ITI

THE DISBANDED BRITISIT SOLDIER OF TIIE AMERICAN
REVOLUTIO NARY WAR

MONG the settlers comprising the
, first strata of our mixed population,

we must not overlook the disbanded
British soldier. Rev. David Zeisberger, the
first Protestant Missionary in the County,
describes the settlement when he first came
to the country, as composed of English,
Germans and French. Some of those whom
he designates English may have been Loyal-
ists, but the greater likelihood is that they
were disbanded British soldicrs.
Brﬂhh regulars cannot be dosignated United

Empire Loyalists.

In the Loyalist army, during the Revolu-
tionary War in America, there were two dis-
tinct classes of soldiers. The [irst, were the
soldiers of the Regular British Army, wnd
the second, the citizens of the DBritish Ameri-
can colonies who took up arms to support the
continuance of organic connection between
them and the mother country. These latter,
denied citizenship in the United States altes
the war and their properties confiscated, are
the only ones who have a right to the title of
United Empire Loyalists. Yel we use the
term indiscriminately in respect to both the
professional and citizen soldier in the war.

encrous grants of lands to soldiers to induce

them to settle in Canada.

At the close of the Struggle, the Regular
soldiers were disbanded in Amecrica, but in
order to induce them to migrate to Canada
instead of returning home to the mother-
land, generous offers of land grants were
made to them by the British Government or
their representatives in Canada. One ycar's
provisions and a grant of land according to
their rank was promised them. To each priv-

Thomas Letson Pando was a
won of Thomas Parde and Rachacl
T Tingheon and grandsen wof Johin

| fardn, the plogeer seitfer of lol

111, Talbol read, tewnship of

| Naleigh. Ve was a saecessint

| farmer, wod established on a

| leege block of tond in the Lake

Vrle tion of the teweship what

b wman Lisewn as the Model Parm.’

l e alse carced o0 a purevssiul
|

Jumber hasiness at Pardoville. In
1965, e was marriel te Fllen
Jane Price, their  sons and
Aaaghters being  »iill Inftaential
Famitles of that disiriel. e was
sirrted & member of the Provin-
THOMAS LETSON  cial Legislature al the geaeral

PARDO, MNP eloelion in 1804, for West Kent,
defeating  the former member,
James Clancy, by a majorily «f 215. He vontinned »

representative  for  this fiding for three successive
Parligments, when inerensiag yeass induced him lo
deciior a foarlh nomination. Ilr was sureveded hy A
B, Metoig, who was elected in 1005, by » :lm-]nrﬂ’ of
17 aver the same rival eaadidale, James Claney.
Mr. Pando took an active purt in musicipal affairs
and was a membor of ibe iwwaship and ecounly
councils for over lwenly yrar-.

ate soldier there was given a grant of two
hundred acres; to a sergeant, four hundreds;
on> thousand to a subaltern and two thousand
to a captain. In respect to the higher offic-
ials, the grants of land o them ran up to
thousands of acres. Alihuigh to us to-day
this may seem to be generous treatment yet
we must remember that at that time land was
valucd cheaply, more especially by those to
whom were given these granis. If the di.s~
banded soldiers had but the thrift to retain
these lands in their possession, their children
would have later received a worthy inheri-
tanee, but very few «f them stempled settle-
ment. Instead, they sold their grants, on l!lc
first opportuniiy, to land =pr ulalc-.'f.‘ receiv-
ing for them trifling prices.  In this way,
very many of these grants gol into the hands

of capitalists, who held them until the ime
pru\'ﬂ.’nt'nls of actral settiers on i hour-
int lands enhanced their value, :1'_.:
them to obtain for themsclves, | Lys

though uncarned, fortuncs.
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‘;‘ ' the became
That they did not all so readily part with
 their land grants, of this we have more than

oo instance of which the Pardo family of

'Raleigh may be taken as an illustrative
example. The founder of this family was
~ John Pardo, whe first settled in the township
~ of Colchester, Essex county. As a soldier in
_ the British Regulars, he rendered distinguish-
ed service, for which he received special men-
tion, in the battle of Bunker Hill. His son
was one of the early settlers of Raleigh to
whom was donated a grant of land through
Colonel Talbot of Lot 141 in that township.
A grandson, Thomas L. Pardo, became a
well.known politician, representing  the
County of Kent in the Legislature of the
Provincial Parliament for several terms. The
family still continue to hold a considerable
acreage in this section of the County. Daniel
Fields, who drew a claim of two hundred
.acres in Harwich, and Patterson whe drew a
claim of six hundred acres at Kent Centre,
and built the first and only hotel at Bridge
End on the Communication Road, may be
cited as other examples of those who became
permanent settlers. The great majority of
them, however, drifted cityward, as they
could not set themselves to abide too far away
from the social centres with the hotel or
tavern as the chiel source of altraction.

elplessness of the soldicr-settler from lack
of experience. o

But in addition to the American, two other
wars after this supplied Canada with a large
quota of soldiersettlers, the War of 1812-
1814, and the Napoleonic war which was
brought to a close in 1819. At the close of
this latter war and for some years after, a
long season of unemployment and famine
times followed. This affected, not only those
who were combatant soldiers, but also the
host of those associated with war work during
the long years in which the nations of Europe
fought one another, the tinkers, tailors, arti-
sans and mechanics, who were employed to

. CANADIAN ACHIEVEMENT: KENT COUNTY

supply the army with its neccasary munitions
and equipment. To relieve the growing dis-

tress in the British Isles, the Imperial Gove
ernment made a concentraled effort to have

its unemployed migrate to Canada, especially

to Ontario, a province at that time, having

an abundance of unoccupied lands and few
settlers. But a more helpless contingent,
facing the problems and conditions of
Canadian pioncer life, cannot be conceived
than that exhibited by the people of this mi-
gration. They, who had never before seen an
axe, were sent out to hew down forests; who
had never before seen a cant-hook, sent out
to build houses; who had never before seen
a hoe, sent out 1o grow comn.

Many are the pathetic letters which “these
sent back ‘home’ to their remaining friends
in the Old Country as they depicted the
realities which they were so little qualified to
face, wails of self-pity wrung from truly suf-
fering hearts. Perhaps the best expression
of this helplessness and inaptitude for
pioneer life is formd in the writings of
Susanma Moodie, the wife of i dishanded
soldier-officer, in her book, “ilvuzhing it in
the Bush.”

“The few weeks thai | had sc )
country had by no means prepos =
its favour. The homesickness was sore upon
me, and all my solitary hours woic spent in
tears, My whole soul vielded i1scil up to a

med in the
4 me in

strong and overpowering griel. (me simple
word dwell forever in my heart, 2. welled
it to bursting—"Home!” 1 repealed it
waking a thousand times a day end my last
prayer before 1 sank to slecp wa still
“Home! Ob, that I could return, il only to
dic at home!” And nizhtly 1 did sclurng
my feel again trod the daisied meadows of

England; the song of ler birds was in my
cars; | wept with delight to find mysell once
more wandering beneath the {rizrant shade
of her green hedge-row:; and ! awoke to
weep in earnest when [ found it hul a
dream.”
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The above map indicates the first roads built
in the coun of Kent. The first road was built

ment. This and the survey Communicas
tion road, to connect Chatham with Lake Eric,
was all the extent of road-building un
n the Eighteenth century erm.

Attempts have been made to magnify the

hardships faced by the first and subsequent
contingents of Loyalists to Canada by writers
who might have better expended thelr efforts
upon the disbanded British soldier. Loyalists
were, in the main, men of experience, who
had seen the works and ways of pioneer life
in the years they had spent as colonists in
America. The soldier-settler, if he had
money, paid dearly for his experience and
helplessness. 1f he had mone, then he was
saved, as many of them were saved, by the
hospitality and generosity of the experi
gottlers who had preceded them in the ocou-
pancy of the lands currounding them. Theirt
were built by their neighbours, their
lands cleared by them, and sometimes, their
crops sown and harvested by them, and that
without priee. A neighbour was never too
busy in those days, put there was still time
1o help his neighbour. If the efforts of
writers, devoted to depicting hardships, were
spent in detalling the thousands of generou®
‘deeds of Samaritan kindliness, the warp and
woof uf neighbouring pioneer social life, they
‘might help perpetuate human gualities, with-
out which the achievements of the first settlers
were uiterly impossible. The days and con
ditions of the first and pioneer settlers are
gone never Lo come back again, but the best
of human qualities and heart which they ex
hibited in thelr mutual efforts to build new
homes and a new mation on uhigherplmcol
privilege for thelr children than their

 fathers enjoyed, this, we trust,” will_remain
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-

for Canada, sn abidi inheritance.’ :
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: THE FIRST VILLAGE, AND THE SECOXND SETLEMENT
ESTABLISHED iN 2I1IE COUXNTY O KilST

HE establishment of the colony

of Delawares on the Thames

river is the closing chapter of

one of the most inleresiing
attempts undertaken for the Christionising
of the North American Indian,

he Mission was noted for hs Commenity
work as well as Missionary zeal
The founder of this Mission was the Rev.
David Zeisberger, the senior among a group
of four Moravian Missionaries of whom
Senseman, Edwards and Jung were the other

+ three. The senior of this group, and the

leader amongst them, was seventy years of
age when he migrated, a refugee from the
United States, to Canada. No more [aithful
missionary effort was wrought amongst
Indians than that with which this man is
credited.

He was born in Bohemia in 1721, his
parents being members of that ancient Pro-
testant church, the United Brethren of
Moravia, a church which looks back to Huss
as its founder, Count Zinzendorf of Saxony
as its chief patron, and John Wesley, the
founder of Methodism, as one of ils noled
converts. He was educated in Holland, bui,
at fifteen years of age, fled from the Moravian
school at Utrecht, where he was Dbeing

_taught, and went to England. After remain-
ing there a short time he took ship to

W i
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RLV. DAVID ZEISBERGER
The founder of the Indian Mission on the

by f
, 1782, was a member .of the churtlg o
11;13 Un.iud Brethren of Moravia, and a mission-

ary among the Indians for more than hAifty
years before coming to Canada.

S— B

Georgia, to which State his parents had -cmi-
grated some time previously. While sflll a
he was appoinied by his bishop

young man, )
‘ jaines of

“A perpetual missionary to the Aber
His life-work of sixty years, was
to the Delaware Indians.
After he died at Goshen. Ohio, in 1808, it
was said of him that “No White man ever
preached among the Indians for so long &

1s and discouragements S0
" said an-

America.”
devoted mainly

{ime, or under tria
great.” Estimating a missionarn

i,
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Filh'r.bythm-kﬂl. devotedness and
which he shows, and by the pri-

E vations which he endures, David Zeisherger's

~ name deserves a place among those who head

“ the roll of evangelical worthies.”

In personal appearance, he has been

] w by one of his fellow missionaries

%
t

.
3

a man of small stature but well propor-
His face bore the marks of constant
and of a hardy life. Tt was fur-
with deep lines, yet, always cheerful
. His dress was very plain but
y neat and clean. '
His method of work was thorough-going.
made the conversion of the individual his
aim, the starting point in his work, and
this he was pre-eminently  successful.
though, during the sixty long years in

]
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. which he labored among his fickle people,
| he saw many backsliders and experienced the
. humiliation of seeing some of his most

' promising converts foreswear their faith, yet,

whole, there were many and

~ * permanent conversions among them, a matter
| of wonderment and surprise to the traders
. and white men among the Indians who saw

the lasting transformation of character ob-

' tained.

+_ Although satisfied with nothing less than
. * the genuine conversion of the individual, he
- - did not permit his work to stop there. le

b
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immediately followed .it up with community
work. It was his custom, as of all Moravian
missionaries, to establish a colony of be-
lievers as soon as they had secured a =uf-
ficient number of converts. Thirteen such
communities had been established by Zeis
berger—of which the one in Canada was his
second last, and, judged by its permanence,
perhaps the most important of them all.

he attitude of the Moravian church towards
war brought them into disrepute with both
the whitemen and Indians.

War and intoxicants were the two great
obstacles to religious work among the In-
dians, and their love of these two was an
intense passion. By the teachings of the
Moravian church, the Indians were com-
manded to foreswear both of them. In view
of this, the wisdom of organising them into .
communities of Christian believers will be
clearly seen. It gave to the missionaries a
better oversight over their flock. It created
conditions which tended to correct former
evil habits of life and enabled them the more
easily to follow the Christian way of living.

But, in addition to their moral and
spiritual life, the Moravians had the better-
ment of their social and physical life in mind
as well. Hence they set for themselves the
task of a complete transformation in their
outward mode of living. Villages were laid

NOTE.—*The I‘Monviln Church, or the Church of the United Brethren, was founded in

1457, by pious followers of John Huss the Bohemian Reformer and martyr.
jected from the first to frequent persecutions, but notwithstanding flourished greatly.

They were sub-
About the

time that Martin Luther began the Reformation of the 16th Century, they had more than 400

churches in Bohemia and Moravia, together with a membership of at least *

000, among whom

were some of the oldest and noblest families in the land. This Church was almost destroyed in
Abe first quarter of the 17th Century by the anti- Reformation activities of Ferdinand of Tyrol. In
Moravia, however, many families escaped and secretly maintained the faith and practise of their
fathers, In 1722, an awakening took place among the descendants of the Bretbren, through the
instrumentality of Christian David. Again persecuted, they fled from Moravia to Saxony, and
found an asylum on the estate and under protection of Count Zinzendorf, This pious noble-
“man sold his estates, and gave himself up for the rest of his life to promoting the interests of the
~ Brethren, and was their virtual head until his d eath in 1760. From him, Zeisberger re:.ci\ted hfs
. * appointment as Missionary to the Indians of North America. The work of Foreign missions 1s

the principal field in which this church engages.

A colony of them, among whom were the

parents of Zeisberger, emigrated in the beginning of the 18th Century to Georgia, and established
‘there the first Missions in North America. At the present time they have about 120 churches i
Ametica with a membership of something less than 20,000,

vy
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comfortable houses were provided, chapels
and schools built, lands were cleared and
farmed, cattle, swine and poultry were
raised, and although hunting was not wholly

~ abandoned, the products of the soil were

made the source upon which they were chiefly
to depend to make a living.

he Mm were brought to Cansda to
Cte m uhmh.tm. war deter-
mined against them by the American

Militia.

The occasion which gave rise to the
establishment of the Fairficld Mission was
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with the Revolutionists, and, by the Revolu-
tionists as being in secret league with the
Canadian French and DBritish. When they
were nol harassed by bands of Pagan In-
dians, they were in constant danger of being
attacked by irresponsible units of Loyalists
or Revolutioniste who suspected them dis-
loyal to their side in the struggle. Finally
their extinction seems to have been deter-
mined upon by the Americans. A com-
munity of ninety six were treacherously at-
tacked by a party of American Militia in a
manner, which, for lLeartless cruelty and

i paaai =
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Rev. David Zeisborger proachin: al
P

the persecutions and massacres which the
Delaware Christian Indians suffered al the
hands of hostile Pagan Indians, and ithe
American Militia. The Moravians were, as
we have seen, pacifists, and took an uncom-
promising attitude to war, forbidding their
members to take part in it or suppori any
who did. This attitude was misinterpreied
by both parties to the war in the time of the
Revolutionary struggle. By the Loyalisis,
they were looked upon as in secret sympathy

right to the Indiams,

no parallel in the annals of
With the exception of two

atrociiy, has
Indian wariare.
hoys wheo wed, this Christian band was
bludgeoned to doath, twenly seven of whom
wers women and thirty four children, twelve

e ; e
of the latter being infants on their mothers
breasts. For twelve vears after this, Zeis-
berger, followed his Christian Indians as they
wandzared about from place to place to escape

dan~cr and threat~ned extermination.
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i




»

i. ‘ .l, (ALVIA] Lad 3 1| el
3 the Ohio waged with intensity on both
“m—ﬁ.m&:‘dh

# *  In‘the'beginning of the last decade of the
" " Eighteenth cenfury, an attempt was made by
5 surrounding nations of Indians to join
 hands, and keep the American white-folk
» * from coming into and settling in the valley
. “of the Ohio. The Christian Indians under
invoked to join with
country from further
the Whites. Messages
sent to them from the Grand Council
their massacre if they did not
Feeling against the Whites was in-
the Indians by the massacre
and the bumning of their
an expedition sent out under in-
from the President. Passionate
feclings of revenge, anger and hate,
7 somne bands of flecing Indians came out from
- heir hiding places, turned upon two detach-
= ‘ments of Kentuckians sent out against them
" - and killed nine hundred. A general war
-~ against the Indians was now determined upon
* by the American nation. The warriors under
i Zeisberger became restless. Before them
. were the alternates of loyalty to the Indian
or loyalty to the Moravian church and its

'+ principles. To choose the latter meant ex-
L. ‘termination. To prevent the one and avoid
¥ the other, Zeisberger sent two of his assist.

“ ‘‘ants to Detroit asking for an asylum of
.. safety for his colony in British territory.
“"His request was immediately granted. “In

AR
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_ baptism, refused to move to Canada and

God's name break up from here. The Lord
is with you,” counselled the missionary Ed-
wards, one of the delegates, on his return,
But fifty of the adult Indians, candidates for

i 2

joined the war-party now being assembled to
fight the Americana®®,

Th Christian Delawares arrive in British
tervitory, May, 1731, in time for corm |
planting. L
It was early springtime when the message
promising protection on DBritish soil was
brought to them. In order that they might
arrive at their new place of abode in time for
corn-planting, they began at once to make
preparations for their departure. A sloop,
the Saginaw, was chartered from the Nonh
West Company to take their effects, togethes
with the aged and infirm of their company. |
The rest proceeded in two bodies; the one by
land taking with them the cattloyand thesoth
er, in canoes. Twe estates, which belonged to
British officers, and which were situated at the
mouth of the Detroit river, had been et
apart for their-use. On these were consider-
able clearances, where they might begin at
once their springtime sowing and planting, |
and two houses, also, well suited {or dwell-
ings for- the four missionaries and their
families. Here they arrived on the fourth
day of May, 1791. As the sun set over the
Wyandot village on the opposite side of the
viver, Zeisberger gathered his converis
“around a big fire on the shore, and choosing
hymns which he had translated into the

NOTE~**The number of Indian inhabitants at the Moravian Mission at Salem at 'lhe
“end of 1790 when Zeisberger resolved to remove it to Canada was two hundred and twelve, thirty
¢ight families made vp of seventy six married people, nine single men, six single women, seven
widowers, seventeen widows, thirteen large boys, nine large girls and seventy five small children.
Only one hundred and fifty of these came to Canada. At the end of 1791, there were one hundred
and fifty eight at the Canadian Mission; at the end of 1792, one hundred and fifty one; 1793, one
bundred and fifty nine; 1794, one hundred and si xty five; 1795, one hundred and fifty eight; 1796,
one hundred and sixty nine; 1797, one hundred and seventy two. In the year 1892, the cea-

tennial of their settlement on the Thames, the

304 persons, a growth of two 10 one in the first hundred years of their history. The census of 1921

gives the population on the Indian Reserve in the county as consisting of one thousand persons,

five bundred and twenty five males, and four hundred and seventy females, all C.anadun-bor;.
< - besides ‘eleven others cither of British or foreign birth, but this must include those also oo Wflpo
<+ lsland as there are.not that many on the Moravian Reserve. TR L

.

population of the Reserve is given as containing




‘on the site selected by them for a Miszion
on the north bank of the Thomes, a few
miles west from the eastern limits of the
County. Every Sabbath and cvery day
- for twenty one years, religious meetings
were held in this chapel until burnt down
. with their village by the Americans in
<1813

of the British Government.
etreat further inland and establish N
Beat Tt 4 he Thasites vivwr. 1 the

Here they remained for a year.
interval, attempts continued to be made to
get his people to join the war now being

. waged in very earnest by the Americans

against the Indians in the valley of the Ohio.
To get farther away from these enticements,
Zeisberger determined to move further inland

| ==~ T)  FAIRFIELD AND ITS FOUNDER
'.1'-"mmwmmwm
worship their praises for this refuge of
‘safety provided for them by the generosity
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French settlers. Towards the end of the
month the whole congregation followed and
in the beginning of May pitched upon a site
admirably suited to their wants. Tt lay on
the west side of the river, about eighty five
miles from the mouth and consisted of a
sandy bluff seventy feet high. On the east
bank were three large bottoms of the richest
soil, and not hard to clear, while numerous
springs gushed into the river. A town was
laid out which received the name of Fair
field and grew rapidly.”

A detailed and aceurate deseription of this
village, the first to be established in the

and asked for a grant of land on the Thames, county of Kent has been preserved for us.

a permanent site for the establishment of his

“Upwards of forty houscs were built, form-

by the Indizns
under instruction of their missionaries and

KENT COUNT'S

Mission. The"application for this grant was
duly forwarded to Sir William Johnson, but
as the organisation of separate governments
for Upper and Lower Canada was taking
place at the time, an immediate answer could
not be given. The Indian Agent at Detroit,
Colonel McKee, on his own authority per-
mitted them to go up and make a s:lection
with the expectation that their choice would
be later ratified by the Government. Th:
chronicler of this second migration informs
us that “after severe experiences hreauss of
storms, Zeisherger's party landed at iho
mouth of the Thames on the 16th of April,

1792, and came the next day to Sally Hand. -
& colony composed of English, Gernan and

FinsT CIIAPCL

ine one street which began at the road to
Detva’t and ran sonth-east 1o north-east. On
th~ north eide, near the upper end, stood ibe
churh: heazide it Zeisber;

ime dlately opposite a dwelling occupied by

s house; and

Edwar)s and Junz in eommon. Next io
theirs was Senseman’s comfortable he

and close by the schaolhouse,  North of the
lawer end of the town lay the burial grovmd.

Tha charsh was a lox structure, boarded
«'th windows framed and glazed and a small
steeple with a bell. Tt was one of the most
cvanodiors chapels in the west. The plant-
atien embraced scveral hundred acres and
ths entire trael was surrounded by white

solt’ers.”




opportunity of seeing
B erection. “A fine snow
‘F  baving fallen (Feb. 22), and though the
weather was very cold yesterday and to-day,

and sisters brought in timbers

o §

% the meeting-house on sledges, getting
| done to-day.” So well pleased was he with
- the buildings that were being erected and the
. training they were giving the Indians in the
. science and practise of farming that he prom-
* ised them a grant of a whole township for
of their Mission. The following

g

under his instructions, and laid off for them
‘a tract twelve miles long and six miles broad,
. which was donated to them forthwith, the
Deed being assigned in trust to the “Breth-
ren's Society for propogating the Gospel
among the Heathen,” London, England.

A ST e vt ot e

After seven years’' service at Fairfield in
the performance of work distinguished by
perseverance, faithfulness, zeal and courage,
Rev. David Zeisberger, taking with him thirty
three of his followers from Fairfield, return-
ed 1o the valley of the Tuscarawas, and with
them sought to establish one more community
of Christian Indians before he finished his
earthly career. Of the thirteen communities
which he established, one alone stands to-
day, a monument to his life of sacrifice and
Christian endeavor, and that, not in the land
of his adoption and in which he was buried,
but in Canada, the country to which he turn-
ed in the hour of danger seeking an asylum
of safety and’ freedom for his people, and

anuary (1794) Surveyor McNifl came there

this man must be given the oredit of cstab-
lishing the first religions house of worship,
the first school and the first town or village
in the County. He came here, not out of
loyalty to the king, but of loyalty to the
King of kings, for his aim in coming to
Canada was wholly religious. He sought to
establish on the soil of this County a people
who would exhibit habits of industry and
who would live lives true to the principles of
Christ and Christianity. That he succeeded,
and that with a people who were before
noted for instincts of laziness and- pagan
savagery, is a credit not only to his own mis-
sionary zeal, but an evidence also of the
saving power of the Gospel.

Hh life's work reviewed.

When he was dying, he bewailed the little
that he had accomplished in his life, for his
had been the vision of the whole of the North
American Indians transformed into a
Christian people. Instead of that a mere
handful, and they in immediate danger of
extinction by the vices of war and drink were
all that he saw of the vision realised when
he closed his eyes and turned his face to the
wall to die. But a contemporary has a dif-
ferent estimate of his life’s work.

“The Indian was constrained to give up his
wild habits and his cruel ways; to qugnch all
the instincts of his savage nature; to change
most of the customs of his race; lo acknow-
ledge woman as his equal; to perform the
labor himself which for generations had been
put upon her; to lay aside his plumes, paints
and traditional ornaments of every kind; to
assume the dress which white men wore; to
plow and plant and reap like any other
farmer; to rove no longer through the wilder-
ness at pleasure, building lodges here and
there, but to remain with his family in one
town; and above all, to submit to municipal
enactments, which were of necessity so
stringent that nothing could be more galling
to the native pride of American Aborigines.”
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FAIRFIELD

A village of forty houses on the Thames
erected by Delaware Indians under direction of
‘Moravian Missionaries who established a
Canadian Christian colony here in 1792.

Not less than this spiritual state of pros-
perity was the growth of the Mission in ma-
terial resources and importance. When
Zeisberger left it in 1798 they had three
hundred acres cleared and under cultivation;

- two thousand bushels of corn were annually

furnished to the North West Trading Comp-
any; an extensive trade in cattle, canoes,
baskets and mats was carried on and five
thousand pounds of maple sugar made and
sold every winter.

& his Christian Indian Missi
T theie old"foes, the s S '

After twenty years of encouragi ros-
perity, the Delawares found lgai.ng l:‘]:nrp old
foes on their doorsteps with rifles and bay-
onets in their hands and through them their
homes reduced to ashes. The war made

ground. Not a vestige of its past improve-
mmnngreuncoel,was left
standing. Of the two missionaries then in
charge one fled to the protection of his
Church at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, but the
other remained to care for his converts who

Y -
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had fled, on the approach of the soldiers,
into the woods. He succeeded in bring-
ing them from their hiding places and
with them, towards the end of the year,
built a village of bark-huts on lake
Ontario. After the close of the war they re-
turned to Fairfield and lived in huts on its
site until they built a new village about &
mile and a half from the former one, on the
opposite side but somewhat back froni the

- bank of the river. This village they named

New Fairfield.

he Moravian Church continued this Mission
5 for a period of one hundred and ten years.

The subsequent history of this Mission is
not without interest to us, It was continued
under Moravian auspices for a period of
exactly one hundred and ten years. During
this period there had been, of necessity,
many changes effected among the Indians,
both in regards to the tribes represented on

S

the Reserve and the character of the educa- i

tional work done amongst them. When that
portion of the Reserve on the north bank of
the Thames was purchased back by the
Covernment there were many of the Dela-
wares displeased with the arrangements, and
in umbrage they left the Reserve and emi-
grated back to the United States.

Besides, from the very first year of the
Mission an occasional family would settle on
the Reserve from other tribes, eventually
becoming a permanent part of the Mission,
Chippewas, Munceys and Mohawks even,
being of the number. There seems to have
been a larger aceretion from the Muncey
tribe than from any other, and indeed it
would create no surprise if a careful analysis
would reveal a larger strain of Muncey blood
on the Reserve than of any other tribe, as the
language now used, when it is not English,
has a decidedly Muncey elemeat in it

In regard to their education, both eligious
and secular, that has now been abandoned by
the Moravians since 1902. As the surround-
ing country became populated, and Indian
families of Methodist and Anglican persuu-

vy ity . PO,

il




e residents on the Reserve (hese
wo denominations began to share with the
oravians  the responsibility of their
m education. In 1C02, an under-
. sanding was arrived at by th resident
- Moravian missionary and the Methodist
- Church whereby the Moravians eniirzly with-
- drew, leaving their work in the care of (h=
. Methodist Church. As a consequence the
. history of New Fairfield came to a close at

- that date. The Mission church and s hool
: ~are unused and rapidly falling into ruin,
~ while the work hitherto done there is now
being done in the United Church of Canada
~ edifices and the English Church Chapel
| occupying other sites on this Reserve.

. g ventennial cele-

"m;:# DIAN  ACHIEVEMENT: KEST - COUNTY

A roving impulse took possession of the
Delavaras in 1837 and two-thifds of them
left ths Rescrve, the land area of which had
baxen reduced by one-hall through ihe re-
purchase of what has wince become Zone
township by the Covernment. They migrated
to Westiield in Kansas accompanied by two
of their missionaries. Here they lived a no-
mzdic lie, depreciating steadily in numbers
resulling eventually in their complete extine:

tion. A bater Tate has belallen those who .

remainzd on the Rescrve or who have joined
them oince. They have become prosperous
farmcrs, ecqual in ability to their white
nsighbours, and enjoying equally with them
also the exalted influences and benefits of

L‘:: 3 brated, 1892,
. The Centennial & =
B of the founding of R I s
. the Mission was T o S 4 e :
R celebrated by ap- - ae
. propriate  services o 3 ]
. on Sunday, May the h : ¥ B %
";.'.ﬁ. 8th, 1892. Although | ¢ 7 4. S5
. several Centennials ; ey e «2;’;,‘_”(?;,"' SRS ——a <
T took place that : . R e Bz o
. year, being the v . Dpe i R o
B hundredth anniver- f‘.‘_\'f' ¢ i e
« B vary of the estab- LA X A
\}  lishment of Ontario AV =N
. as a separate prov- oty < rete
. since in Canada ney, - o e -
' the one celebrated @ s ' 20 d
© st New Fairfield, is - e -

A credited with being
. beld prior to any of
~ the others, and

AN INDIAN FAMILY N

In this family, there runs in their veins the blood of at least four tribes,—
Delaware, Muncey, Chippewa and Mohawk.

- therefore the first held by any denomination
~_in Ontario. The baptismal records of the
.. Mission have been carefully preserved, and
. these indicate a very fruitful evangelical
o ministry in the first years of its history, there

. being on record a baptism of between 1300
and 1400 persons up to and including the
year 1909, an average of more than seventy
~each year.

modern civilization. Throughout the years
of their history the population has stood i
the neighbourhood of three hurdred and
varies very little from year to year, yet, not-
withstanding this, it must be admitted i
the saving of this remnant {rom extinction
by the venture of faith of these Moravian
missionaries in 1792, has fully justified it
undertaking. : .
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CHAPTER V

74

CHATHAM

'AS A MILITARY AND SHIP-BUILDING POST

- SELECTED BY GOVERNOR

SITE IN

SIMCOFE. FOR A TOWN-
1708

N point of time the history of the
city of Chatham has passed the
century mark by thirty odd
years. It was selected as a

site for a naval station and ship-building
plant by Governor Simcoe on the occasion of
his first visit to the district in 1793. The
choice of sites for the future towns of our
followed in many instances the

:

_places previously chosen by the Indians for

1

villages. On the bank of a river, or
the shore of some lake where was a spot
high ground and open woods, there the
erected his temporary wigwam or
It a lodge for a more permanent abode.
coming of the white man 1o the
present site of Chatham was a
rendezvous of the Indians and at
advent their cornfields and villages siill
existed in the near neighborhood. Although
it might be said to be a level plain, devoid
of the high spot so favorite to the Indian,
yet in comparison with the swamp lands and
plains lower down the river, it afforded a
certain altitude which gave promise of pro-
viding sufficient drainage for an urban centre.
The Thames was navigable from here to its
mouth and so might reasonably be expected
to become an important shipping point.
Upon McGregor’s creek, a short distance up,
there were, according to the surveyor's re
port, facilities for water-milling purposes.

gEa:

the
ict, the

A

A BLOCK HOUSE was the first building
erected in Chatham. Alier it had done duly
for William Baker and his men, it was removerl
to Sandwich for a jail. The fellowing accovnt
of it is contained in cne of the Essex ilistorical
Society’s Rephris: 3

“On account of deserters from the American
army, and the bLad behavier of quarrclsome
Indians, ene of the f-st things the villagars
were obliced to consid+~ was the crection of a
gaol and court-house. The need was so pressing
that the authorities in the Western Dl:lrr:.:
allowed the Sandwich men to bring an o'd
block house all the way frem C':nt}mm‘ t:nd
convert it into their fiest gaol. This building
was, however, destroyod Ly fire, and the f.hvur—
msn of the board of jusiices at cnce ngphe‘d‘,to
the Govesnment for assistance to rebuild it.

These gave added motives for selecting it for
a town site. Colone! Simcoe made szlection
of it, therefore, not for the future capital of
the provinca as some have so erronecusly
concluded. but for the shove mentioned pur-
pose, and during his recime zs Governor he
had mede a commendable start towards the
consummation of the project.




been a Loyalist
settler, Thomas Clark, reputed to be the first
white settler in the township of Harwich, al-
though oanly in a partially finished condition
when Governor Simcoe and his suite made
their winter excursion from Niagara to De-
troit in 1793. - To this Loyalist was given a
grant of several hundreds of acres on the
creek in addition to four hundred he had
previously received on the Dover river front,
this on condition that he would build a mill
on the site indicated. He was a mill-wright,
and this would seem to predict the possibility
of his fulfilling the required econditions.
Lacking capital, he borrowed a few pounds
from a merchant of Sandwich, John Mec
Gregor, an incident which led to fatal con-
sequences in regard to his venture. Not be-
ing able to pay at the time agreed upon, Mr.

 McGregor, taking advantage of the laws and

customs of the time, had him put into jail.
Here he was kept until he purchased his
liberty by giving over to McGregor all his
possessions, the mill-site with its adjacent
lands and the four hundred acre farm in the
township of Dover. The first mill erected
was carried away by a spring (reshet, the
second by fire, but a third mill was built by

" McGregor some time before the war of 1812,

This mill was burned down too, but by the
Indians, to prevent it getting into the hands
of the Americans during their invasion of
the county in 1813. In 1818, he had an-
other built, which came into control of his
son, Duncan, in 1825, and it continued 1o be
controlled by some of the family for many

+years after. The stream on which the mill

was built has been since called McGregor's

~creek, and thus is the name of this astute

DUNCAN McGREGOR

— e —

-

That the family of John McGregor hecame
important factors in the early development of
the trade and industry of thc county, of this we
have abundant testimony. The following sketch
by a writer travelling by stage in the carly days
of the County’s history, illustrates conditions as
they existed then and incidentally bears tesii-
mony to the eminent place occupied by this
family in establishing the early settlemcnts on
a permanent basis.

“We proceeded along the bank of the Thamea
until we came to McGregor's mill, tin miles
from Howard’s Bridge. There is a store and
post-office kept here. Tihe mill is lerge and
does a good deal of businzss. The owner is
wealthy end had a number of hired house
servants. Among the rest | observed an aged
French Creole. | learn that there are many
French and Creole inhabitants in these parts.”

merchant perpetuated and doubtless will be

for many ycars to come. :

Govem:w Simeoe's ship-building plans suller
an early misearriage.

The ship building enterprise initiated by
Governor Simcoe was undertaken the year
following his first visit to the district. It
was put under charge of a William Baker
of Detroit, a government employee of the
shipyards in that place, and one who had
Leld an important pojition in the British

<
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i \-_ ‘_‘, Navy ‘hﬂ at Brooklyn during the Revolu-

tionary struggle. Twenty three men were
employed under him. The residences of

~ these, mo doubt very primitive in their

character, a block-house made of logs, and a
trading house belonging to two fur-merchants
of Sandwich, comprised this first naval ship-
building station of British Canada within the
bounds of the present province of Ontario.
Forests, in which white-oak abounded, sur-

' rounded the yard. These supplied material

ready at hand for the major part of the work,
the remaining requirements brought easily
by boat from Detroit. The oak was chopped
down and split into planks by the woodsmen,
hewn with broadaxe into the shape and size
required by the ship-carpenters and erected
into boats which constituted our first attempt
towards the establishment of a Canadian
navy. But the continuance of the enterprise
was of short duration. Five gun-boats were
built; two were launched; the others remain-

oed in the yards until they rotted or were car-

sied away in parts by the settlers. The
twenty three workmen scattered; Mr. Baker
returned to Detroit and left his land grant
of -menl hundred acres in the immediate
nug-hborhood of the townsite, in the pos-
session of his son-in-law. This was a Joseph
E:beru, a merchant of Moy, who married
lm.cllughet Anne. They became permanent
residents on this property, now since known
as the Eberts farm, where they reared a re-

i i,

; Entrance to Tecumseh Pack

| THE PRERAILWAY ERA OF THE
. NINETEENTH CENTURY '

e orsan T CHATHAM FOUNDED BY GOVERNOR SIMCOE .- g

ik

KENT SOLDIERS' MONUMENT
ENTRANCE TO TECUMSEH PARK

spected family, the numerous branches of
which have since been associated with the
liistorv and progress of Chatham and district.

But the town-site selected, neverthcless, be-
comes an important centre of trade, in-
dustry and commerce.

While the military project of Governor
Simcoe suffered miscarriage, not so his ex-
pectation of making Chatham, which he
named after the elder Pitt, an important ur-
ban centre. After the ship-building opera-
tions of the Government were somewhat
under way, he gave instructions to have &
portion of the surrounding lands surveyed
into lots for town building purposes. Lots
one and two in the township of Harwich, and
fwenty seven in Raleigh were set apart for
this purpose, comprising altogether  six
hundred ncres, A reservation was made of
the triangular plateau between the creek and
Fiver, gt their junction, for government pur-
poscs.  This is now known as Tecumseh park,
an cpen spot in the cenire of the cily, com-
prising one of its most aitractive features.
A foei-britge connects it with the central
part of the city's most important business

e e
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VOCATIONAL SCHOOL, CIIATHAM

street, the entrance to which is crnzarntsd

:rw t with an attractive monum-nt crecied to the
SAE memory of Chatham’s fallen in the Gt

"~ "World War, 1914-1918. Beautiful resid neca
~ and the Vocational school looks over it from
.‘.‘. _the opposite side. While itz name perpotu.
> ? ~ates the memory of the last of the proate

~ Indian chiefs, whose dzath at the baule of

. Moraviantown was the sounding of tho lonz

“knell to the North Amcricen Indian's hope of
~ ever recovering his lost lands from th: white

'r
"'..{mnagmlhcrucn' vtion itselfl i a

“monument to the aspirations of a n:oble

: " Englishman. who sought to build a Iritish

~ nmation north of the boundary line of the
United States, with British idcals and a
British outlook, and on this site cnz of its
 defensive supports.

Th survey of the Six Hund cd reres solcetcod
as a townsite commenced n 1795,

In the summer of 1795, the saxvey of the
site into lots was commenced, the work belin;
undertaken by surveyor Abraham Iredel!,
who laid out one hundred and thirteen lo's
of one acre each in double tiers along the
river and creek (ronts. It was he who erected
_the first building which might be rightly
dignified with the name of house, and it was
he, also, who set out the first orchard flive
years later, 1800, the first year of the
Ninetcenth century. After the abandonment
of the ship-building industry by the Govern-

_ ment, progress was halted and the site lelt
~deserted for many years. Apart from the

-
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""mnlln" 04' a few patents for the lots sur-

- veyed in 1802, and the building of Tredall's
~ housa, thers were no undertakings, cither in

ths wav of crecting further houses or of

grenting patents for the lots surveyed to in-

~tondins purchas=ss until after the early years

of the Nincteenith century. 1t was, indeed, well
past a quarter of a century afterwards before

~ thera was any mavement towards building a
-eentrs of trade on the site chosen. The Sally

Hand, or Thawes scitlement, had its own

swi 23 for trade, that of Dolsen and of a man

tha na=as of Seatt in Harwich, a little to the
c2-t of Chatham on the river, and around
which there had grown up a considerable
hawlet. Men were everywhere husy clearing
th: land (2 crder to transform the soil into a
faod instad of a forest producer. Their
{anily requirsuents were fow and simple and
every homac was the manufacturing centre for
ita own nz>ds, Lhe aze of specialising and
of «rperfluovs plenty was yel many decades
divtant in the {uture, and vntil farming, the
iz aad a2t important industry of the
country, would b2 well away to a good star,
town buildinz must tale a secondary place
in the country’s enterprises and activities.
Yel trade merts and indusirial centres had
to b established and in the supply of these
(o the incoming settlers Governor Simcoe'’s
“islon of a city at the junction of the
Thanes river and Clarke’s creek became
cveniually realized.
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JOHN GRAVES SIMCOE

First Governor of Ontario, 1792-1796.
Founder of the Citics of Chatham, London
and Toronie.

Visited the Cownty of Kent in the months |
of February and March, 1703, 1
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27 THE MERGENCE OF CHATHAM FROM 2

o

/‘ -

7 3 ¥ - o 4 ' .

N

HE first frame house was built h stages of its growth, was that of Aihéw

jid THE LOG CABIN ERA.
e

Chatham in 1831; before this it was a ~nentioned Eberts family.

village of log cabins. As the popula-
tion at that time was something over ong
bundred, at least thirty of these dwellings

- would be required to house its inhabitants,
* Although thirty-five years had by this time
* passed, since the place was surveyed into a

town plot, the village of 1831 represented
only a ten year’s growth. Afler the cessation
of the Governmeat ship-building industry

anc the scqttering of Captain Baker and his

men to Sandwich and other places, the town
plot became deserted; no settlers were added
to its permanent growth, until 1820. The dis-
tinction of starting out the future city on this
second stage of its carcer belongs to William
Chirysler and his son Henry. The son pro-
vided the first influence of altraction to the
place as a centre of trade and commerce. As
early as 1823 he crected a blacksmith shop
and served industriously for many years at
this trade, a great convenience to incoming
settlers on the farms of the surrounding

“district. The elder Chrysler seems to Lave

devoted a part of his time to farming o: his
town lot, as it is recorded that he raised o ton
of tobacco on an acre of it in 1822, It is

‘also claimed that a James Chrysler was the

first school teacher of Chatham. At any rate
the [amily occupied a prominent place in its
subscquent history.

But the family most prominently assocized
with Chatham, in these ecarly years of its
history, and the only family to form a con
necting link, between the first and second

The history of this family takes us back to
the War of American Independence and the
employment by George 111 of Hessian troops
to Lght the Revolutionary Army in his
Amcrican Colonies. The original of the
Chatham family—Dr. Herman Von Eberts,
the prefix ‘Von' is now dropped by all the
families of* that name—was of Austrian
descent and became attached to the Hessian
regiment as a surgeon. After the close of the
war, this unit was disbanded in America, and
many of the troop remained in the new
land, and became settlers of Canada. Dr.
Eberis settled after the war in Montreal
where he remained for two years when he was
appointed in 1784 to be governor of
Michigan, that territory being still under
British occupation. When it passed into the
hands of the Americans in 1796, he moved
to Sandwich.

His son, Joseph, was born at Boucherville,
Lower Canada, March 15th, 1785. In 1810,
he marricd Anne, the eldest daughter of
Caplain Baker. He served for some years as
an ollicer of the North-west Fur Company,
unde: the late Alexander Mclntosh of Moy
(now Windsor, Ont.) and subsequently
beca:nc « wrader and manufacturer there. He
served throughout the war of 1812 as a
captain in the Essex Regiment of Militia,
and participated in all the chief events of
that war on the western frontier; on one
occasion during his absence on service, his
house was destroyed by the Americans, his




wife and (wo children being turned out on

the road.  Afler the removal of Mr. Baker s

{rom Chatham, Joseph Eberts took posscssion
of his lather-in-law’s [arm on the outskirts of
the tewn plot, on which he lived continuously
afterwacds, and reared a family of thres sons
and four daughters, two of whom, Walicr and
William beeame prominent merchants and
boat-builders in Chatham. Joseph Eberts, as
4id Dolsen, opened a storc on his farm,
wherz he did an extensive business, Before
bridges were built, a considerable business
was done in ferrying, and he controlled this
YLusiness which he carried on in conjunction
with his farming and mevchant trading.

His tvo sons, William and Walier moved
the store from their fathe:’s farm in 1836
and opened out business on the Corner of
King aua Fifth streets, in a frame building

«which has since been replaced by the brick

block bearing their pame. In addition fo
their store. they had » boat built, which they
named “The Brothers,” in 1839 and com-
menced cailing the following year, ou¢ of the
Lrothers being himself capiain of it, This
yossel did a considerable carrying trade on
the Thames and many of the early settiers
came in on it. They also had a share in the
building of the first dock in Chatham, and in
many other ways became prominently identi-
fied with undestakings leading 1o the
advancercnt and progress of the city.

~Another prominent man 1o arrive in
seriod of the city's history was one Israel
Svan- whose family was long identified with
its subsequent history and whose sun Wb
License Inspector for many years. :

arrived about the year, 1825, was 2 miller
by trade, and, for about five years follow d
that calling in McGregor's mills. In 1830
he purchased the property now Occupl 1 by
the Garner House and three ycars iater
erected a carding and grist mill on the
sorth end of the property. This may
sroperly be called the pioncer industcy of

this

power being supplicd by horses, but it
supplied a much necded convenience for the
incoming seitlers and scrved to add to the
attractions inducing others to come and
settle on the town plot.

No chool had been cstablished in this

period of the city’s history, but a church was
erected in 1820 under Anglican auspices.
The incumbent was the Rev. Mr. Morley, who
continued his residence here for a number of
years.

The appearance of the village at this tims
was said to be not very attractive. The
streets were but trails through the woods, full
of holes and stumps, twieting along the bends
of the river; and barely passable for wheeled
vehicles. There was very little clearing done
within the town plot, The Barrack ground
was under crop as it had been cleared during
the time of ils occupation by the Government
as a military post. A sugar bush, a beautiful
grove of maples stood in the middle of the
town which was long used afterwards for a
gathering place of politicians and picnickers
and served as a polling booth where the first
and open clections were held. Even the
portion of the town plot set apart for school
purposcs was a dense bush up to 1840, while
a large swamp occupied that space of the
grounds along Wellington Street where now
are built the principal churches of the ¢'ty,

The period when settlers began to comao
more numerously dates {rom the year 1830
until the coming of the first railway into the
district. It was at this time also when
Chatham began to move forward rapidly te-
wards that progress and achievement o
which it has since attained,

It wes in 1836 that Mrs. Jameson paid her
first visit to Chatham. *I can hardly imagine
a more beautiful or more fortunate position
for a new city than this of Chatham,” she
wrote ol it deseribing it later.®* It is suffic
ciently inland to be safe, or easily secured
against the attacks of a foreign enemy; tho

. the city as the McGregor mills were outside piver Thames is navigable from the mouth up

the city limits. This wes of necessity
rather primitive, undertaking, the

p AT

a g the town, a distance of sixteen miles, for g
motor g1 kinde of lake craft, including steamers
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~ and schooners of the largest class. Lake St
Clair, into which the Thames discharges it-
¢ulf, is between Lake Erie and Lake Huron;
e banks arc formed of extensive prairies of
exhaustloss fertility, where thousands of
cattle might roam at will. As a port and
depot for commerce, its position and capa-
bilities can hardly be surpassed, while as an
agricultural country it may be sald literally
tc flow with milk and honey. A rich scil,
no rent, no taxes—what here is wanting but
more intelligence and a better employment of
capital to prevent the people from sinking
into brutified laziness, and stimulate to some-
thing like mental activity and improvement!
The profuse gifts of nature are here running
to waste, while hundreds and thousands in
the old country are trampling over each othier
in the cager, hungry conflict for daily food.”

By this time the budding village had added
n school housc to the church, it could boast
of at least two taverns, and a populatien of
three hundred people. One of these taverns
had a reputation of being one of the best in
the district. 'The other did not bear so good
o reputation. “The first view of the beautiful
title town,” continued Mrs, Jameson, “made
my sinking spirits bound like the sight of a
{riend. There was, besides, the hope of «.
good inn; for my driver had cheered me on
during the last few miles by a deseription of
“Freeman's Hotel,” which he said was one of
tl.e best in the whole district. Judge then of
my dissppointment to learn that Mr. Free
man, in consequence of the “high price of
wheat,” could no longer afford to take in
hungry travellers, and had “no accommoda-
tion.” I was driven to take refuge in a mi
sble little place, where I fared as ill a= po:
sible.
chair or table; but I was too utterly bentc:
down by fatigue and dejection, tov gore in
body and spirit, to remonstrate, or even lu
stir hand or foot. Wrapping my cloak
around me, I flung myself on the bed, and
was soon in a state of forgetfuluess of all
discomi{orts and miseries. Next morning 1
rose refreshed and able to bestir myscll; anc

am y gy
§ 934

by dint of bribing and bawling and scolding
and cajoling, 1 at length procured plenty of
hot and cold water, and then a good breaks
fast of czgs, tea and corn cakes;—and then
I set forth to veconnoitre.” e
The willage which thus roused the
‘pestacies of Mrs. Jameson was, as we have
observed, not much better than a scattering
cluster of log eablns, with here and there a
frame Lullding glving promise of the pro.
gress which had now begun for Chatham.
Many fresh arrivals marked the years be
tween 1825 and 1835, Jeginning with P, P,
Lacroix, there were added such names as:
Joseph Northwood, Henry Van Allen, James
Reed, Henry Verall, several of the Baxters,
Joseph and Robert S. Woods. The coming
of these families of enterprise gave a new
impetus to the life of the village. Its growth
for a fow years afterwards was remarkably
rapid. From three hundred of a p:-ulation,
it rose to seven hundred and fifty-nine in
1840, cight hundred and twelve a year later
uptil it reached no less than one thousand
and cighty-two in 1843. The future of the
village was now certain. The coming of the
railway in the middle of the century and the
boom in the lumbering industry following it
kept up the pace of progress set for it in the
five years preceding 1840.
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CHATHALl CITY

Its Emergence from a Cluster of Log Cabins

to a City. A Review of One Hundred Year's Growth and

Development.

X
The Chatham of lo-day

The Chatham of To-day represents a huandred year's
growth, "Notwithstanding that grants of lots had been
80 early made,*® no real settlement of Chatham commenced
until about 18286, nor was there anything approaching
the character of & village for a few years offer."* (This
sentence penned by & local historian half a cantary ago,
is, without doubt, a reliable ataéﬁent of fact, and a
significant commentary on the élownasa of growth in the

early settlement of this westera district.

The town-site and county received their name from

Governor Siacoe.

The pluce was numed Chatham by Colonel Simcoe, its
founder, who named it arfter the slder Pitt, an esteemed
friend of the Governor./s. The neme of the County was
given by the same distinguished personage. By some it
ie thought to have beer called after the Duke of Kent,
the fourth son of Georgzaz the Third, whom we know best

ac the father of our late and besloved Quean Victoria,




-

With him Governor Simecoe spent his first winter in Canada,
at Juevec, where he was stationed that year, 1792, as
comnanding officer of the §ixtieth Regiment. But as the
title, Duke of Kent, wus not granted to him until a later
period, 1799, this could not well be. Doubtless, Governor
Simcoe, in naming the nineteen countries into which he
divided the province in 1792, did for Kent what was done
in the case of other counties, gave to it the name of an
important county in his own native England, a new Kent

in a new country and Province.

A blank page in the history of Chatham

The history of Chatham for the first twventy years of
the nineteenth century was a blank as far as its future
growth and progress were concerned. A quarter of a
century had rolled by since the day when Governor Simcoe
stood at the 'Lower Forks' of the Thames, and said, with
the authority of one whc had the government of the country
at hié back, "Her we shall plant a city," yet when his :

term as governor expired, and he left the country, the

enterprise of a ship-building olant, which he had established

under Baker, was dropped. Hed it been continued, for

Governor Simcoe w.s a wmen of vision, the Lake Erie disaster

in the war of 1812-1815, would never have been recorded.
To the loss, both of the country and the embryonic city,

Chatham's first industry had a short and fruitless career.




Other tradi contres grew uo in the neighborhood

of the projected townsite,

The absence of progress in these first two decades

of the century was due not only to the miscarriage of
Simcoe's plans, out alsc to the retarded settlgment of
the surrounding district, and rival attempts at the
building up of trade and industrial ceantres at other
places, in its immediate neighborhood. kicGregor's
grist-mill, with Scott's store by its side, was at
this time a busy place, but up the creek, and outside
of the town plot's survey, Arnold's mill, in Howard
Towaship, near Xentbridge, served the requirements of
the eastern settlers, and a considerzble hamlet was
established there. Dolsen's, down the river, with its
grist-pill, saw-mill and distillery, the motive power
for its industries suorlied by oxen and horses, was a
greater place than either of these two, because longer
est:blished. 4 fourth place, Ebert's farm, with its
store, ferry, and boat-traffic, a strong rival of
Dolsen's in this enternrise, supported these others in
preventing during these twenty years the aim and idea
of Governor Simcoe from being carried out.

Imnigration to Cantda duriug Hepoleon's war had
practically ceased. 4ll the ...n pover of Great Britain

wes required to maintaln a successful defence against

nim in that strugsle. Jhen it ceased, thousands were out
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of employment, and as the country was slow to make recovery
they were forced to turn their eyes towards America as the
only Slace where they might hope to find a way out of

their difficulties. To this end certain well-disposed
percons assisted by the Government, undertook to aid im-
migration. Many valued additicns were made to the scttle~
ments of this district at tﬂ;t time, and soon the beginnincn

of a city, yet to be, was established on Simcoe's town-side.
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Factors accounting for its Growth and Development

There has Deen nothing of the spectacular in the
past history of Chatham, yet it has had a hundred years
of steady progress. This is due to the nature of the
influences at work, producing for it a continued though

slow advapce in growth and development,

Situated in a rich and Extensive agricultural District

The first of these wunich naturally would appeal to

Governor Siacoe as the founder, was the fact that the site
was in the centre 0f a rich and extensive agricultural dist-
rict. Vhen men came to this country to exchange, as one
has said, Want, servitude, and hopeless toil at home for
plenty and independence' it was by the posuession of good
land and the occupation of husb:ndry they expected to
meke the exchange. It was the first occupation and enter-
prise t¢ be undertaken in this country.

ﬂgpﬂrs Jameson, in 1837, declured thaet she could
not think of a more Tfortunate position for a new city than
that chosen for Chatham, upon what enterprise was she
grounding her expectations that the cluster of log cabius
apcn which she was then looking would be replaced in future

days %substantiel residences and the comaercial houses of a
s
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proud oity? Surely, upon that industry which would trans-
‘forn its surrounding wilderness of trees into fertile har-
vest fields. :

"It is roasonably safe to declare," wrote an earlier
traveller of Kent county, 'th;t husbandry is going to
continue its important enterprise. Yet this occupation @
mast be considered in its widest aspect--grain, fruits,
vegetables, dairy products, live stock, must all be in-
cluded."

He might have added--all the variety of manufactures
direotly and indirectly connected with farming. Had he
done 80, then he would have given us a more adequate des=-

eription of that factor, which, more than any other, has

accounted for the growth and prosperity of Chatham during
the past hundred years of its history. It was situated
in the centre of a well-timbered distriot of good agri-
cultural land, a valuable asset, on the possession of
which any industrious and thrifty people could assuredly
build up hopes of a prosperous future. An extensive belt
of fertile soil! What that meant towards the attainment
of prosperity and prorress gave doubtless to Governor
Simcoe his chief reason for selecting it as the site of a
future city, and to lMrs. Jameson, her vision of a great
multitude of people imhabiting it and living in the en-
joymant of plenty and independence obtained from the
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harveets supplied by these farm lands. J

Chatham's Growth compared with London

1 In comparison with that other site selected on the

Thames at the same time by Simooe, London, how 1is it

that its growth has been more rapid than'that of Chatham?

This is acc¢ounted for, in part at least, by the character

of their reapoctivo;agrioultural areas, but this is not

to predicate any inferiority on the part of the lands in

the Chatham area. The land in the area of the Lower Forks

of the Thames was rich, just as rich as that in the area

of the Upper Forks, but. also, low, wet, and heavily timbered.

Settlers nmaturally chose the higher and lighter-timbered ;

lands to the lower and heavily timbered, because they were

more easily cleared. Hence, the London area received a

larger share of the incoming settlers and its agricultural
possibilities were therefore developed sooner than were

those of the low-lying plains further down the river. Thag_
cleari.nce of the land in the Chatham district, not only .

took a longer time to perform, but even then drainage had

.to be undertaken before the 1l ud was made effective for
erop-growing. To this day, all the possibilities of this
district are not fully developed and will not be until

drainage receives its final and complete achievement.

New Industries of Chatham are looking to the farm

for their raw products.
The dependence of Chatham on the surrounding district
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for its progress and prosperity is clearly dllustrated by

a review of the new industries which have been established
there in the last twenty five years. Five important ones
have been established in this period all directly depen-
dant upon the agricultural industry as the basis of their
operations and success, the Dominion Sugar Company, the
Libby-lolieil Canning Company, the Canudian Fertilizer
Company, and two tobacco concerns. The raw material for
four of these must be supplied from the farm lands in
the neighborhood of the city. The fifth, having to do
with the manufacture of a product to increase the fertility
of the soil, must look to the farmers for its market, and
no martet_can be better than the home market. Prosperity
will attend these industries, other things being equal, in
the measure in which the surrounding district adopts,in-
tensive farming as their method of cultivation. The soil
is suited, so also the climat, for the growing of the pro-
ducts necessary to suoply the raw material for these in-
dustries. Much capital is invested on the expectation that
there will be a harmonious co-operation with their aim, on
the part of thbee tilling the neighboring farm lands, If
this is denied them, then these manufacturing plants must
cease operations for want of the necessary products to
carry on their industries. But aos in the past, the sur-
roundikng coauntry has supplied Chatham with its chief source
£ trade, and the needs and products of the surrounding

farm lands has made oossible its main industries, so,




doubtless, in the future, this will continue to be ag
important source from which will come thevtnpetnn t°;§

i
. further advance in the growth and prosperity.: 9 L B
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VELL-MEANT BUT DISASTROUS VENTURE OF
LORD SELKIRK TO ASSIST HIS TENANTS—TO

- FOUND FOR THEMSELVES NEW HOMES

Frd , IN CANADA ;

ITH the opening up of the
Meﬂm,lhe'ﬂumu

settlement had made consider-
#] able progress and now number-
an & hundred familics. As the

flotilla of canoes, which carried back
Zeisberger and his thirty Indians to the
United States in 1798, floated down the
Thames, wonder and surprise was expressed
by the departing missionary, as he saw the
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THOMAS DOUGLAS
the filth
Earl of Selkirk,
Born June, 1771, at 5t
Mary's Isle, Kircudbright-
shire, Scotland

', €©un tenance,
,:‘H-' and spare, ‘G.n’ six feet in height, encrsctic
B !_UI'-'HM '‘a remarkable man who had the
r A fort to live Honhhi;l:;me.' Hz was a
contemporary student wit ter Scott ai the
University of Edinburgh, a men of litorory
“b. the author of severa! books =n:! pos-
“ih. kindly and generous dispesiticn which
s after inheritance of the family earidor
-'uhh himgelf to the assisting of the poor of
own countrymen to better their cconomie
‘:lllﬂll-r by emigrating to Canada. Althouh
[ Wh"‘w the Gaelic language =nd!

Rl o oy L

cenclusion.

during frequent visits to the north of Scotland
he became extremely fond of the Highland
pecple. Moved with compas-ion by the distress
caused by the Napoleonic wars and the landlord
‘clearances’, at the beginning of the Nincteenth
Century era, he laid plans for a systematic emi-
gration policy which he deemed a:z the best
solution for the removal of the economic distress
from which the British nation was at ihe time 3
suffering. In August, 1803, he brought over
three shiploads of Highlondars to  Prince ﬂ
Edward leland, whero they cettled and became a .
E
.H
3
1

prospercus colony. The next year, the Baldoon
settlement arrived, and the Prince Rupert and
Red River settlements followed zoon after.

In sddition to the establishment of these
colonies, to remove the obstacles to zcttlement
and improvement arising from lack of facilities
for communication, he offered to build a road
at his own expense from Yor': to Amherstburg i
at an estimated coct of £40600 sterling, pay:
ment to be mada by a grant of wild londs on .
which he would bz sbie to sotile other immi-
prants. This offer was turacd down by the
Government. Hzd it been seccpted, we would 4
bave had a "Selkirk Rozd” coivesponding to
Tolbot's, and settloricnt of Western Ontario
wou'd hava taken place fifty voors in advance
of what it did. The Baldeon Ro .. was Luilt be-
tween his two properties, =t Chetliam nad Lake
8t. Clair, but hiz Cenadica undcrickings.
thouzh highly benzficial to the immigrant poor
of his own couniry, proved unremunerative to
the carl himself. ilc died in eadly life, April ]
gih, 1820. *1 nmever knew : my life,” Sir
Walter Seott wrots of him, "o man of more ]
gensrous and disintercsted dizpositicn, o
whosa talents znd porseverance were
qualificd to bring greai end national scheinus ta
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themselves filled him with
-ﬂlla- miles below Fairfield
Mlour-mill; near by a saw-mill; and
miles farther down, Dolsen's place,
and a farm, the proprietor of which
warm friend of the Mission.” With
progress to its credit, this first settie
n the county could well be considered
h- permanently established be-

n of Scottish crofters to Canzda,
The first movement of the Nipeteenth cen-
M further settlement was the well-

“but ill-fated, effort of Lord Selkirk
establish a colony of Highlanders on the
ir “ lying adjacent to the mouth of
river.  Emigration of the
. of Scotland, as the small land-hold-
 or tenants were called, had in this period

me an economic and social necessity.
m was greatly over-populated, and
' erofters had to divide and subdivide
r holdings as their descendant families

- reased until the holding became too small
M sufficient land for a living for their
vey hhg numbers. In addiiion, the
| proprietors had begun to put in force
'enulled ‘clearances”. A new system
was being inaugurated. Instead
[ small holdings and intensive farminz,
* ranches were being established. Larger
jes with increased rentals were put into

of q fcw holders and the rest were

pealed to kim es the solution.

Jas. i,lc:lmvwm was
Northume-

berhml. England
in 1796, the son o
Lionel Johnson, the
whom

Lord  Selkirk en-
waged to look after
the  ship-load of
sheep which he
brought 1o the
Raldoon settlement
m 1804, Jas. John-
son is of special
mierest to us, since
as a boy eight
years of age, he
accompanied his
father and walked

JAMES JOHNSON, with him as his
of the assistant in driving
Belkirk Sottiement, the sheep (1000)
17901573, through the woods

all the way from
Niagara to Baldmn with only Indian 1rails at
best for their guidance. He married Margaret
MeCallum, also of the Selkirk Settlement, and
followed farming on the Baldoon tract as his
occupation in life. The illustration shows him
drcastd in the military uniform which he wore
in service as a volunicer in the Kent militia
during the war of 1812-14. 1is son, Lionel, be-
came a prominent merchant in the \:Ilage of
Waliaceburg, was post-master, a Warden in
Kent county and held other m:pMi:ul public
offices. !lmry E Jnhnmu a grandson, was
clerkc of the town of Wallaceburg for many
years.

- S

ordered off the estate. Some of the pro-

prictors were more heaslles: than others and

the fate which might befall their erstwhile
lenants gave them no concern.  Others were
more humane and sought to assist the evicted
tenant to find for himsell avother home. Of
this lattcr closs was the young nobleman,
Thoinas Douglas, the only son of the fourth
Ear! of Selkirk who was bom in 1771 at St
Mary's Isle, mouth of th> Dee, in Kitkcud-
brigh'shirs, Scatland.  When his father died
in 1793, he inherited ihe cstate and became
th= ffth Earl of Seikirk. lmmediately he
took possession he began 1o put into «il @ Lis
pehiems for the enelioretion of the hinros ups
of his overpopulated temantry, Pursior as
well a3 benovolemt, emigrai.on to Canacs ap-
Insteas of
heing crowded together cn ene estale in
Seatlond he would creat thyee estates in ihe

— e
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a part of the Selkirk
scttlers. Her father,
mother and one sister
died  within  three
weeks of cach other,
the first of the forty
seven of the scttlers
to perish becavse of
the hardships met
with in their first
year in Canada. She
married James John-
son in 1817, and they
scttled on a farm, a
i part of the Baldoon
~was born to them a family of ten
whom became “,nomiuem citizens
days of the Western district.

ﬁ: Tobermory to Kent by sailing

. open boats.
~ In 1803, he began to make preparation to
ng out this third colony. They were

thered together at Tobermory, a port of
l, twenty six families comprising one
~ hundrec and eleven persons, some from the
jsle of Mull, some from Teree, some from the

of Argyle and one at least from
ow. From Tobermory they set sail for
Kirkealdy but hearing that war had been de-
‘clared between France and England, and
ring they might be molested by French
privateers, under counsel of the young Earl,
- they remained for the winter at this port. In
. Ma , the following year, they set sail in the
shif .Mh' of Greenock arriving within
sight of the banks of Newfoundland within
five weeks’ time after their departure and at
Montreal one week later. The trip might he
ﬁﬂ to be uneventful save for the death and
rial at sea of one of their numbers, a
l‘l?!t by the name of Buchanan, an

Srallbdh =
* SajEEL .

company and might be said to presage the
many other misfortunes which were to befall
them. Frum Montreal they were conveyed by
French carts to Lachine where batteaux
awaited them. By means of these they were
conveyed safely to Kingston, the men of their
party rowing these unwieldy vessels success-
fully up against the swift stream of the St
Lawrence. Here they were joined by the
Earl, who had preceded them to America by
way of New York coming overland from
thence to Kingston. A small ship was char-
tered to bring them across lake Ontario 10
Queenston. After their effects were conveyed
a safe distance above Niagara Falls, their
men again took batteaux and rowed them-
selves along the shore of Lake Erie 1o Am-
hersthurg and from thence by open boats to
their destination.

Alhr four months they arrived at Baldoon,

September, 1804,

It was mow September, more than four
months having been expended in making the
journey, when they landed at the farm which
had been selected by the Ear] for his settle-
ment. It was a triangular picce of land
containing about nine hundred and fifty acres
between the Chenal Ecarte and the Sydenham
river, a part of the low-lying and treeless
prairic of thirty thousand acres bordering
lake St. Clair. They named it Baldoon after
a parish in the Highlands of Scotland. The
appearance of the place was from the first a
rude disappointment.  Ship-carpenters and
others had been sent in advance by the Earl
to provide dwellings, but notwithstanding
nons had been erected. Tradition informs
us that these, afraid of Indians, had betaken
themselves to Sandwich, leaving the future
settlers of Baldoon and their children to their
unsheltered fate. The days were shorlening,
rains were frequent, cool nights had already
come. Without equipment or material, they
had only a short month left to provide for
themselvs sufficient shelter to meet the re-
quirements of a Canadian winter. They had
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~ stances, they set themselves bravely to wrestle
- ;1- the problems immediately facing them.

. The incvitable happened. The lack of
_ , 8 was not their greatest problem.
S near copses of elm, walnut or willows
L3 the plains, or from the neighboring forest,
1’ .,Mllnll I;Ilﬂia and erected for
. thems, temporary huts. But an epidemic
hﬂ‘_.yvhiladﬁwcolmyand
r were there one month, Donald
.‘ and his wife and his daughter
' ‘mily, aged ten, died from its ravages within
:ifl ﬁﬂdﬁl&. A little knoll in that

‘:‘.'

! were followed
by thirty nine others of their number before
the year was out. Those who escaped or re-
covered from the epidemic continued their
brave fight against adverse circumstances and
succeeded in establishing a fairly prosperous
settlement. But they had two other enemies
‘yet to face—the one was the American
Nuionundtheﬂhuﬂnmoqdywnwnof

H.'::r’:l m and cattle America .
soldiers in the War of 1812-14. >
If this venture of Lord Selkirk failed, it
was not from any lack of motive or effort
on his part. Among other undertakings for
the benefit of the colony, a ship-load of one
thousand sheep were brought out by him
from Scotland, Lionel Johnson, a native of
Northumberland, England, a shepherd of
Fenton Farm, Woller, came out to America
the previous year, 1803, and settled at
Albany, New York state. This man was en- _
gaged by Lord Selkirk to take charge of these
sheep. With his family, consisting of his
wife, one daughter and two sons, he accon:
panied the Earl to Kingston and joined with

him there the other members of the colony.

o

At Hamilton, he and his eldest son, James, a
lad of eight years, awaited the arrival of
these sheep and drove them from there all
the way through the woods to the Baldoon
farm. A large pen, or fold, was built for
them on the south-easterly part of the farm
fronting on the Sydenham, where they were
placed every night to protect them from
wolves or other wild beasts and a section of
the surrounding prairie set apart for their
pasturage. In addition to this successful
sheep ranch, the Earl had procured a herd
of several hundred cattle, which also found
plenty of pasturage on the treeless plains in

the immediate neighborhood, but on the op-

posite side of the river, from the colony. -

:
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 ARGYLESHIRE, SCOTLAND,
g Country home of some of the Baldoon,
¥ 'ﬂm-ﬁwhtmtymﬁn&

Whe: &-wdlalzbmhwunmd
} _'!-.‘lﬁbyddadmnuofhmerim
litia on this little and helpless colony.
ir stores of grain were pillaged, their
,Hﬂoﬂ,aﬁtheirdnepuken off
by C Forsyth to Detroit under instruc-
 tions from General MecArthur, a blow to the
_struggling settlement from which it never ap-
y rallied.

were flooded out by the over.
waters of the Thames and Syden-

~ flowing

~ ham.
; But the biggest obstacle to progress was the
‘zL of the site chosen. It was in a section
“ /A lhm so low as to be scarcely above
‘ Sh level. Every Spring, as the waters of the
mes and Sydenham and numerous creeks
b swollen with the increased volume of
water made by the melting snow of the district
which they drained, they overflowed their
s and the plains became inundated. A
; : rise of the lake level above that which
was in 1804 made these conditions to b
come permanent. What had been before
‘arabl land became a sea of water over
‘which canoes and boats of considerable

‘ country getting into the hands of a mon-

2p “Nmz,—l. &olhnd. 'm landlords were reprcst‘nlﬂ‘ at that time as holding
: mlof }u'“' that is, an average of 10,000 acres each. :
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ditions grew worse as the lake level con-
tinued to rise which it did to its greatest

~ height in 1825, One by one the scttlers be-

came discontented and moved off the Earl's
estate leaving at least not one descendant of - |
the original hundred and eleven behind. g

: _
e B T L

But had the conditions been favorable, it
is doubtful if the venture would have suc-
ceeded in the form which it had been at-
tempted by the Earl. It was an effort to
reproduce Old Country conditions in this
new land and although the motive was
benevolent and generous above reproach, it
could only succeed by the lands of this

Ll . 4l

opolistic class as they had in Scotland and
other European countries.® All around the
Baldoon section, the country was being

out and surveyed into 200-acre lots,
of one of which a settler might obtain pos-
session on condition of paying only registra-
tion of Patent fees after doing needful
settlement duties. Gourlay, an historian,
writing of the conditions of the settlement in
1817-18, says, “From an original roll of one
hundred and eleven souls who had settled
in 1804, through death, desertion and war |
causes, it had dwindled down to about tenm . |
families and fifty souls” James Soutar,
writing in 1882, says, “This is not quite cor- '
rect. In spite of the causes named, the
settlement—now partly spread over adjoin-
inz lands at the date referred to contained
all told, perhaps including a very few not |
original emigrant seitlers or their descend-
ants, one hundred and fourteen souls.” The
Parish Records of Dover township of that
year substantiate this latter statement, show: E
ing an increase of three over its original :
pumber in the population of the setilement
at the end of the thirteenth year of its

existence.**
17,000,000
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, & son and four daughters. Hugh,
came founder of Wallaceburg and
master. Lionel Johnson, a grand-
 reeve of Chatham township for sev-
s and warden of the county in 1863,
= Norman Gurd, is a re-
and eminent barrister of

and a writer of considcrable merit.
- ."”jd.ﬁo&ul’mﬂywmwﬁt-
. would doubtless show an equally

Lo himself, the wventure
.. gain. The patent to the Baldoon

+

o

so great  farm was granted to him in 1806. He also
counted “ownad, besides several other lots in Dover

~ township, Lots 1 and 2, Chatham township,

comprising 389 acres, this land now forming
a part of the city of Chatham north of the
river. Twice only, after his initial trip to
Baldoon, did the Earl pay a visit to his Kent
county estates, once in 1816 and again in

1818. On the last trip, he sold his Baldoon - -

farm and other Dover township lands to John
McNab a Hudson Bay trader, and his Chat-
ham cstate to James Woods of Sandwich, his
solicitor, the father of the late Judge R. S.
Woods of Chatham, and went back to the Old
Country in shattered health, two years after-
wards to die. He received for his lands but a
trifling sum, not sufficient to pay interest on
the money spent, but the country to which he
brought his tenants received in these
colonists an asset of incstimable value.

. ®NOTE~DOVER PARISH CENSUS, 1817—BALDOON SETTLEMENT.

R E e Children Kirelings
ﬁ = Upwards
ale 1 |]1]0]0 2 I 2 110
McDonald (Widow) «cvvcvisnes 0 | 1 | 2 | 1 0| 0 0|0
RENRE S 0, 2 oo
1 |{1]o0}]o 21t ol o
REEE AR g1 2 0|0
BEENELE 0|1 o] o0
Morrison (Widow) ... " T o 0] 3 g].0
e L F , 1 4|0 0| o
Brown (Widow) ... 0|1 4 2 4 0 '| 0 | g
3 1. 6.2 | 0 0] 2 ) 3
 Laughlin McDougall 1T e 1|1 g 0
John Sians or Cenence v T 5 T8 1) | 0] 4 g9
Angus McDonald s5L g @ BEE. -
Brown t-f{ o] 9] O 0] o0 1 ’
mdjohm 0 BTN T A 0| o0 0 :
| Charles Fisher 1 . F a1 e (| 0 -
‘Russel McCary 1lofo]o 0| 0] g e
Archy McDonald 1 1 ol o 0 1] -
| Frs. A. Cadotte 1 e B, O t §2 1
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" PHE CONSTRUCTION

LAKE ERIE SETTLEMENT
TALBOT EXTENDED HIS ACTIVITIES INTO

. KENT, INFLUENCING THE SIITLEMENT OF TIHF
END OF TIHE COUNTY, I'OLI JOWING

WARD TOWARDS THE DETROTT RIVER

OF 111S ROAD WEST-

OLLOWING next in order to the
Baldoon scitlement we have the
Lake Erie settlement. Although
settlers began to locate on the

3s bordering on the lake as carly as 1809,

~ it was not until 1816 that settlement in the

_ southern section of the county could be said

5: 10 have really begun. Even then it was but

~ an extension of the Talbot settlement in the

~ county of Elgin, a part of that colonisation

_ acheme entrusted to Colonel Talbot.

This outstanding pioncer was a scion of
~ nobility, an Irishman by birth, and one to
whom settlement in western Onlario owes
- more than to any other man. He was born
" in the year 1771, and just attained his ma-
 jority when he accompanied Governor Sim-

~ coe as a part of his suite on his first official
~trip from Niagara to Detroit in 1793. He

. began his carcer as a soldier in the 24th

Regiment and had attained to the rank of

Lieutenant when he became a member of the

Covernor’s official stall in 1792. During

- Governor Simcoe’s regime he was attached to

tha Queen’s Rangers at Niagara but after the

Governor's period in office had expired

Licutenant Talbot returned to the Old

Country where he became attached to the 85th

Foot Regiment with the rank of Major. In

1796 he was made Licutenant Colonel enjoy-

ing all the prestige that comes from belong-
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APCI S

LI EUTENANT-COLONEL THOMAS
TALBOT

Founder of the Lake Erie Sottlement and
Builder of the Talbot and Middie raads,
County of Kent.

T

ing to a greal family, a favoriic at the Royal
court and a popular officer in the Army. In
1800, the first year of the century that saw
the organisation of Canada into g nation et
joying perfect freedom as a past of the great,
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v " RONDEAU HAREOR
%, An important shipping point in tho pre=
o 3 railway

British Empire, he turned his back

sising career awailing him in the Army
and returned to Cannda to becom= the pianccr
~ gettler of Elgin county.

did Colonel Talbot devote his tife to the
settlement of south-west Ontario?

There are many who have tried to analyse
~ his motive for his renunciation of %0
 Prilliant a prospect as seemed to be awaitin?
him in the Old Country for the eompara-
tively obscure life of a pioneer in the forest
wildernesses of Upper Canada. Some claim

his reasons to have been patriotic, others
tjal. Perhaps we would bhe nearer
they were a combina-

the truth if we said that
tion of both though ne man could have
chosen the career which he followed unless
he had strong likings and other propelling
.. Yessons for his choice. Life in the illimitable
- forest must have had its appeal to him else
he would not have sacrificed so much even
for a doubtful hope that he miglt some day
be the lord of a large landed estate in
Canada. Like Governor Simeoe, with whom
he was associated =o long, and whose counsel
must have had much influence over him, his
heart was made sorc as he saw the enter-
prising and thrifty =ons of England, Ireland
and Scotland emigrating from their own
native land to become citizens under the now
alien flag of the United States. To turn this
tide of desirable scitlers towards Canada
was his great aim and for its achievement he
devoted the remaining years of his life. The
country through which he passed onm his
initial journey 1o Detroit in 1793 suggested
to him the possibilities which awaited all

npon thn

_1 et Km ‘_" =

{hose who had the courage and industey anidt
perseverance to face the hardships of pioneer "
life for the few years ‘

eoi's into grain-producing farms.
slready made a euceessful  experiment ol
Liempegrowing,
tract of land on the
e would continue the
eeale.
Siamne
1o which his rank i
secording to the practise of
granis
Ceneral. Simcoe  had quit
Lieutenant Governor before the grant was
made effective. :
ceiving it from the new
ed to Canada and started
shore of lake Erie, near 10 the place where
Port Stanley now is, the
sclected for his grant.
obtaining it, he roturned to London where he
husied himsell in piving info
Government regard
brilliant prospects

which .wonld be e

ired to transform the tree-covered fextile
He had

and he desired 1o obtzin a
<hore of lake Erie, where
experiment on 4 large
He had been promisad by Governor
of five thousand acres
o the army entitled him :
giving free
unfortunately -
the office of

a lract

then in vogue. but

&yill, in expectation of re-
Governor, he return-
a clearance on the

district which he had §
Finding difficulty in

rmation to the
ing the soil, climate and
of the lake Erie district.

In the meantime, through the good offices of
General Simcoe, now in London he obtained
a grant of five thousand acres in Dunwich
ownship and was given control of the re
maining land of this township togethet with
the whole of Alborough township® for the
purposes of carrying out his ccheme of settle-
ment of the country.

T albotville founded May 21, 1803,
came on the 21st

To this tract of land he :
h four helpers at §

of May, 1803, landed wit
the mouth of a litle stream, climbed the

high embankment and selected an elevation
overlooking the is future home,
the prettiest spot along the whole of the lake
Erie shore. Here, with his own hands, he
felled the first trec and in this way initiated

the work of settlement 10 which he conse |
crated the rest of his life. Disassocialin‘g
himeelf from the royal society to which ‘he
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hitherto beeu sccustomed, and the com-
and nci aitached to such @ life
set himself to {he urduous tisk of settling
y with those whom he deemed well
d to be the foundation strata of a
ation yct to be and loyal to its great mother
albot encourages his proapeciive sattlers 1o
cultivate self-reliance and scli-helpfulness.

- His method of procedure was wise and
P, fruitful. Although the gregter part of his
T A ~ work was done in the neighboring county, yet
' iy ‘his exertions were extended later 1o Kent, an

 his methods there followed in & measure
~ here. To divert emigration to Canada, he

_ wsent agents out amongst the new-comers in
York and adjacent states, set before
them the favorable climate and soil of the
~ lake Erie district, with an offer nol only of a
~ Hree grant lo each of fifty acres of land, but
1o render them also cuch aid as might en
able them o meet successfully the first few
and hardest years of pioneer life. It is not
unusual, in reading the story of these early
settlers of Kent to find that they had spent &
year or two in the United States before com-
ing to Canada, the efforts of Talbot account:
ing for their change of abode. His agents
awere instructed 1o make wise selection of the
men to whom they offered gramis, his pre-
ference being the Welsh and Seotch then
emigrating 50 aumerously {rom their own
.over-populated native hills. In many in-
.stances he had these new-comers
his own estate, and after receiving
gest and training, they were s
for themselves, with
had attained unto a position ©
ence. On his own estate, he
!ﬂﬂlly clearing lands
saries of life, cuperintended the
‘houses, undertaking
the work himsell.
menial offices and
pioneer’s life in the u
of Canada.
-wary tradition, be ‘ba
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ked his own brea
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engaged on
there both
oL up on lands
continued aid until they
{ self-depend-
worked dili-
Lo pl‘odmc the neces-
building of
a full complement of
He was not above the
tasks attached 10 the
ndeveloped forest lands
If we can rely upon contempo-
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Talbat 5t, Harwich Tavnship,
rallway per

e
ed his own COWS, made
cheese, 'washed his own €
dressed his own linen.'

things was attributed 10
vhen we consider his aim as he adhered 1o
it throughout his whole life, we can easily
sce a higher influence behind these so-called
In the unorganised state of
society then existing, and the ulter ignorance
and inexperience of many, if not of the most,
of the immigrants in reference to pioneet

{asks and hardships, the tendency would be
ending n despair.

in the pre-
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e s th
his own butter and
lothes, ironed and
Hia doing of these
eccentricily, but

cecentricities.

to discouragement
Colonel Talbot well knew that the j
man must cultivate a spirit of self-reliance, !

leading ot self-helpfulness amw
ency, and he looked for these \raits of char-

acter in the persons whom he sought to aid,
and cultivated them by precept and example
in favorable soil.

Pv:uu halted by the War of 1812.

But potwithstanding his commendable aim|

& .nd strenuous efforts, progress for the first}
few years in the history of the settlement was | =5
w. The war bgtween Greal

slow, very slo

Britain and France had just heen resumed,§ ¢
and this gave occupation 10 all ‘available men
either as soldiers, or as mechanics and trades-
men attached 10 the army, and in the factories
providing jumitions and other war equip
In 1809, after six years ©
there was said 10 be not mote t
families along {he whole of “Talbot road i

the four rownships of Dunwich, gouthwoldd*

Yarmouth and Malahide. But he continuedy.
ere and success was beginning 19

ment.
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ricans against us in 1212 broke out. In
*‘.‘ the settlement was invaded by American
s, his mills burned and other injuries
do hlb struggling pionscrs, which retard-
@M did mot stop the progress of the
m
3 b' 1820 he had uunp-tll‘d the location
o8 M. on the lands first allotied to hira. After
" this the whole of south-western Ontario was
*pﬁ under his charge and the construciion of
. the Talbot road from Delhi 1o Sandwich com-
)luld. By 1826 he had placed twenty thou-
~ sand persons on the lands granted o him
~ without any expense to the Government but
at an expense of one hundred thousand dol-
_ lars, (twenty thousand pounds), to himself,
«By 1831, in all of the twenty eight towsships
_in south-western Ontario nlaced at |-
'-ll comprising more than halfl a million
_amcres, he had influenced forty thousand
" settlers to locate and periorm their settlement
."ilﬁu.
“l was the first person,” lLe wrote to Sir
- John Colborne in that your “who exacied the
- performance of settlement duties, and actual
. residence on the land ' ited, which at that
. time was considered mo- arbitrary on my
L part, but the cdonsequence now is that the
e eettlers that 1 forced 10 comply with my
. system are most graleful and sensible of the
_ advantage they could not otherwise have, for
a length of time derived by the accomplish-
ment of good roads, and | L.ve not any he-
. sitation in stating that (hece
- settlement in North Anuorica
its age and extent, exhibit
profitably settled a porlum o
- as the Talbot settlement.”
f ‘ For every settler whom he

dis.

is not another
which can, for
o compact and
thc new world

induced to come

. and make his perncut abode in the
¢ country, there was given o [ree gramt of fifty
" acres to the seuler »+d two hundrcd to
_ Colonel Talbot for procuring the settler,

. This land was granted tc i ~oming [armers
. on condition that they would erect a house
on their lot fifteen fect Ly iwenty feet in

dimensions, one story high, and clear a steip

of land across the fromt of their lot one
hundred feet in depth, a total of about six
acres of cleared land in area, At the cnd of
five years, having completed these seitlomnent
dutics, they were given a ceriificats of
ownership and the balance of the (1 <1 te
them al a nominal price.

he Talbot voad ecomstructcd in 3816 wpened

up the lake Eris section of Kout for
scttlement.

Road-building was considered by Colonel
Talbot as an essential part of the work af
settlement and the first task which he under-
took after he had established hims!l on his
own five-thousand-acre estate. A voad was
surveyed four hundred rods from the shore
of the lake and running parallel to it on
cither side of which were laid out larm-lots
of two hundred acres each. These lots were
made narrow, eighty rods wide, in order that
the settlers should be established close to
cach other and have the benefit of near
neighbors. This road was first blazed out in
Elgin county in 1804 by a Mr. John Bost-
wick, a son of a Church of England clerzy-
man, one of its first settlers and later a high
constable and sherilf of the London district.
Alter it was constructed in that county, it was
extended westward through Kent.  The
survey of the road in Kent county was made
by Colonel Burwell, a native of New Jersey,
‘a gentleman who became a conspicuous
figure in the life of the settlement for the rest
of his life—as Colonel of militia and mem-
ber of parliament as well as in his capacity
of surveyor of many portions of the township
lands and of the town of London’. He began
his survey of this road in the county of Kent
in 1812. with its line of usual sized lots on
either side, but his operations were interrupt-
¢d by the outbreak of war. His stores and
surveying instruments were captured and
carried off by a detachment of American
militia, and he was unable to proceed with
the work until after the close of the war in
1815. That year it was resumed and con-
tinued as far as the Raleigh townline.’
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 for thr incoming of many
" alu county. There were, how-
,ﬁgwlmhwed prior to this in
ke Exie district. A man by the name of
sweford located at the Fau as earlv as 1809,
whh him two other scitlers, Dickson, an
sorican hunter, afterwards murdered by
e unidentified and therefore nnpunished
: and Ramsay the owner of 1200 acres
~ of what is now very valuable farm linds on
- & h road. Theee vears later, two broth-
uward and Joseph Hackney added two
? m to this first oontingent of the Lake Erie
. settlement. Following these there were none
~_until after the Talbot road was opened up,
~after which “scttlers filed in along its length.
" and ere the expiration of the year 1820 most
§ d the lots lying thereon, particularly in
. © Howard, had been taken up. John Bury and
i .. 'm, as early as the sorinz of 1816. had

4 1‘ established themselves on Lot 59 and ad-
 joining lots, part of the site of modern Clear-
- ville, and had already fclied the historical
~ tree. The same fall Joseph Woods and sons
~ had laid the site and opened the history of
Morpeth by a similar act. The year {ollowing
saw D. S. Baldwin, Samuel Burns, E. New-
ocomb and John Kitchen located as neighbors
v to Mr. Bll.l"?: and in Howard, pioneer Mr.
. Woods was already equally well supported.
~ On the several lots directiy opposite the lat-
~ ter, or near by, three or {our members of the
 patriot family of Coll, from the Thames
. River, whose parent Licad and six sons had
' taken up arms at the call of country in the
~ eventful war of 1812, were at work on their

- drawings; and immediately east, on Lot No.
i 90, Nicholas Coi1.vall, 2 member of that U.
. E. Loyalist family whose members formed
. . early leading settlers of Colchester and the
~ Upper Thames, and w1 only twiec gave the
Counly of Kent a memlier of Parlianent, but

the County of Essex orc of the first and sub-
sequently, by marriage, 2 second, under the

g S
e
i i
!

mLAKE ERIF

o

nave . of Md"nrnwk 'hnul brn‘m: mtn l!\f
swrramdine forest, and was then perhans ;
n'annine and anticipstine the erretion of his
pioncer saw mills on Bie Crock, which Hs
cvnn'eied in 1819 or 1820, Later, and a ’
litthe Tarther east. the Hackaey brothers, !lr. ,
Desaond, also of patriotie 1812 fams. not
“orvettine Mr. Green, a member of that !onx’.‘ ;
lived family whose eleven memhers aggre. %
rated a lease of life of 907 years, were at
wark hewine out their futare homes, Present ©
Palmyra was located for the future by the
advent of Messrs. Street, Fherlie and W,
Milis, the latter little thinking that his sen
in the person of the Hon. David Mills would
not only represent his own locality and the
Conmty of Bothwell in the Parliament of the
eountry. hut become a leading Mipister in the
Cabinet Councils. But it is necdless to con- |
tinue the list of pioncers whose many enter. |
prising sons still very pencrally possess the
homesteads of their fathers—the Dells and
Smiths of magisterial reputation; Unsworth
of the Western Distriet jailorship; Stover, tlle 3
first local tavern-kecper; Armstrong, Des- !
mond, Galbraith, Stewart, Palmer and other
well-known families in the west; and Moore-
house, Gesner, Ridley, all of municipal fame; *
McTavish, McPhail, McLaren, and Ruthven
in the east. In Harwich, too, a number had -
settled in the locality long known as the *0ld
or Little Fields,” and had effected out of the
dense bush what the name suggests, a culti-
vated oasis, when the discovery of prior
grants and other causes dispossessed and
drove them from their clearings, two or three
of their number, Hall, Bolton, ete., going to
the Upper Sydenham md there beconnng the
pioneers on that river.,” \
The chief service whlch Colonel Talbot
rendered to the county of Kent was the build-
ing of the Talbot road which opeped out the
southern section of the county fog settlement.
While Elgin county, where he lived and -
where he did the major share of his life’s- !

3 NOTE—*James Scutar’s account of the lake Erie Settlement.
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owe settleraent more to him than
uhtmn.lient anty was well on
towards settlement two decades be-
be may bie said 1o have begun hi= Every

T CANADIAN, ACH(EVEMENT: KENT COUNTY . ,

et along the Thames and the settl
well ot towards a self-supporting siage a full:
decade, st least, before Talbot had beg_ﬂ\'?"!h*
sottle Elgin comnty, But settlement on the

e ————

- nstitution of a pioners settlement—prist- wouth awnited his road, and for that entet-
7'.,‘"‘. saw-mill, trading-house, church and  prise in Kent county, he should receive his
—had become permanent cstablish: just meed ol praise. - TR o
s TSI SRS S = : .
POrLLATION OF THE COUNTY OF KENT-=1817-1881
also i S 15
THAT OF THE LAST CENSUS RETURNS, 1921, o AR A
w817 1842 L1851 118461 31871 11881
by = e — — . —
o PO 102 P 1434 2744 APS 29
~ Chatham Township.- 162 931 1768 3585 5036 5007
B e cpmeimiene 1M 1590 2627 4556 974 6410
HoWarda s 150 () 1991 4364 1976 4512 o2
P T Ty I 167 (2) E78 e {1 2554 RIRE] 3766
B loighiies 8 1590 240 375 4081 5208
B —— 0 23 kN 470 m 1082
Tilbury Eastmmees o S0 1023 1267 1846 872
R isoicsoemminsmtmeee — T R @ 1P 1083 1498
Chatham TOWR e = e () 20RO 4466 5473 7873
Pothwell.w. apenteretiipred s ey 995 965 -
DN oo o s B s 1979
R T - st e, 1538
Blenheitho s - Y e =] 1212
Thamesville wmemee: SR P 740
Wallaceburg. o £ r foa sy 1525
e Rt e e 5}
T FR— olgp - L2 L S ki s st
Ericau Village oo iz, St S jetnt PR it roeretis
Eric Beach Village.. o RN s S B4 oo i ik
. Highgate Village.... i e e P—
{ e Wheatley Villageo.... = A S ST pr i
o e S i PRNLTE Bt Lot
¥ L O T — 1382 0832 {740 Jusd 40634 54310

3 :
@) Moravian Indiana. () Chathem |
§00 in (hatham. (4)=Included
jnciudsd Euphemia. jn 1843
jCensup Teturns,

(1) Trrludes 84 n aldoon pettlemant.
4d tn Kent and Lamblon, and in 185,

In 1847 Zame then
1 Western Distrlet roturns.

(0) Includes Tallot sireet, Orford.
Village numbersd 818 in IRM0 (here Were bt
in Howard, a8 Included in Tihury. (0) jpniuded 0 O wdon,
population of Keny and L Am iton, 16,000, souriay's 1listory.

The sbove table is here inserted to indigate the years in which the populatien :
County made its greatest progress. The thirty years, 1830—1860, were the years wherein the

settlement of the Counlty by immigration mainly took place. After that period the natural increass ,
accounted for the growih in population, the addi i igration becoming & negligibld ‘ L
 quantity, and much less than what was lost of to the United States and td 0
" other sections of the Deominion. It will be seen of 4418 A=
for the whols County in tha thirty year between 1881 and 1921 marked §
decrease in every yural district excepting Romney and Tilbury and in the rural towns and 'm‘f". b
also, Chatham and Wallaceburg because of their industries, alone \howing a magled insxedtes 5
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SIR ISAAC BROCK ACE, i
g Liewtenant-Governor of Upper Canada. A General of the British Army, and Hero of
war 1812. Killed in a successful battle with the Americans, at Queenston Heights,
; 3 : October 13th, 1812

~ THE opening period of the Nine  was not until-after 1830 that settlement of
et 4 teenth Century may be rightly the county began in real earnest. The only

designated a period of retarded village at that date which has since continued
progress as far as the develop- an urban centre was Chatham, yet, notwith-
this district is concerned. Few standing that the County could already boast
were made to the settlements in its a history of forty years standing, the popu-
and while the third saw a lation of this village was less than ome

than either of the first two, it  hundred. i, S

. .
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+of monarchy in their own country had con-
fed their operations within their own
" shores Canada might have gone on increasing
“its population by settlers from the British
* Isles, at least. But by violating the independ-
. ence of neighboring states, they dragged the
" whole of Europe into a war which lasted
" Napoleon was finally overthrown and
 exiled. During that struggle every available
" man in England’s population was needed for
o . Her national existence was at stake,

Every loyal citizen felt
t be was needed at home, and those few
with the aim of France to
England found a
settlement in the

1

in
for
many things were
both of the warring parties in
that was irritating to the United

nation. For
States took sides

of Thﬂmﬂyl&hﬂdmm
N 3 Great Britain and invaded

against Napoleon, Great
her strength depended
this she discovered, was
by the desertion of British
American vessels. Britain de-
. they had a right to search
huian vessels on which they believed that

+ | deserters were employed. Instead of acting
1 :'h part of a friendly nation and aiding the
. retumn of these to their own country, the

- United States took a hostile attitude in respect
Britain's claim, and the breach between the
- | ™o nations widened until war was formally
- | %clared by the Americans on June 18, 1812.

Cipy

~
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But while this was alleged 10 be the reason
for their declaration of war the real cause
was found in the desire of a large element of
the American nation to annex Canada to the
United- States, and the time they considered

an opportune one for the doing of it. This °

aim, however, was not supported by the entire

population of the United States. Had it been, -

there doubtless would have been no difficulty
on the part of the ecight millions of the
American nation to force the sparsely settled
communities of the three hundred thousand
people of Canada to capitulate and become
submissive victims 1o their neighbor's greedy
ambitions. The hands of England were tied.
Not much help could be expected from that
quarter. The brunt of defence must fall

upon the Canadian militia. That we were -

enabled to come through these three years of
struggle, still possessing our national inde-
pendence we owe to the protesting sentiment
of this same part of the American populace
rather than to the strength and successes of
our own and the British arms.

be attitude of the Canadian inhabitants to
T the war was that of universal loyalty to

British allegiance. :

We owe our national independence, in the
second place, to the universal loyalty of the
Canadian people to their British connection
and their readiness to take up arms to defend
their rights. There was no lack of loyalty
found anywhere among truly Canadian
settlers, and this is the more remarkable since
the major portion «f the inhabitants were
French and the war . f.urope between Britain |
and France. | population of the county .
of Kent at that lime was very small, consisting
of the Thames mé‘l" settlement, the Deleware |
Indian Mission at Fairfield, Selkirk’s settlers |

at Baldoon and about a hall a dozen of | .

families in the Lake Erie district, yet, at the

outbreak of the war volunteer companies |
were enrolled under the command of '
Captains John Dolsen, William McCrae, Joh}a J
McGregor, Frederick Arnold and Francis y

ilacite s
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large sprinkling of Americans settled
rict, some of whom returned to the

made of one Thames river settler who
his and became the guide 1o Harrison's
i “ilhdt successful pursuit of Proctor.
t was only one man out of several of
ie name and of the same family. The

IS was very prepossessing,
LI s i
age, | imagine, to be about five and thirty; his
t copper;
eyes, beaming with cheerful-
decision. Thiee smail silver
or coromets were suspended from tLhe
cartilage of his aquiline nose, and a large
W medallion of George 111, which I belicve
his ancestor received from Lord Dorcheztor,
to a mixed coloured wampum
vround his neck. Iiis dress
a plain, neat uniform—trimmed
with long trousers of the same
of both being coversd with
He had on his feet leather
with work made froem
of porcupine.”
ik ion of Tecumseh by

—Descri,
Clegg, Brock's aide.

’&q-. True, there was here and

countenance oval, .
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‘taken as a paramount duty and the serions
business of practically every settler in the
county. The indifference to British connection
which that section of the American people in
favor of the war expected to find among
Canadian settlers was not discoverable among
either the French, Irish, Germans, English or
Scotch when they arrived here. They found
instead a readiness to take up arms and a
perseverance in their resistance to attack that
spelled for them a greater task than they
anticipated. In the meantime, however, the
internal affairs of the country were in a state
of stagnation and disorder,

i i o i
.!a'li "!i

n the west, progress in the war was first
favorable to the Canadian army under
Brock.

The United States sent three invading
armies into Canada. One moved against
Montreal under General Dearborn; another
against the Niagara frontier under the com-
mand of General Van Renssaler; the third,
under General Hull, the governor of Michi-
gan, was to operate from Detroit and over-
run the western sections of the province. The
war began in the west. General Hull crossed
' over the Detroit with an army of 2000
and at Sandwich issued a proclamation
calling on the inhabitants of that section to
surrender.  “The United States offer you
peace, liberty and securily; your choice
lies between these and war, slavery, and
destruction.” The first answer to this came
from the north-west. Under instructions
from General Brock, the Lieutenant-Governor
of the province, a statesman and soldier of
“foresight, energy and decision, Captain
Roberts, commandant of a small military
post established on St. Joseph's island, Lake
Huron, for the protection of the north-west
furtrade. with his garrison foree of 45
rezulars, augmented by 160 French voyageurs ’
and 250 Indians, aitacked and captured
Fort Mackinaw, an important American post
commanding the entrance into lake Michigan.
Minor successes by Colonel St. George at
Fort Malden, Colonel Proctor at Amhest-
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up an armistice,
a one-sided opportunity for
forces to strengthen themselves

_ in a large measure neutralized.
. But, worse, it prevented Brock from carrying
out his resolve to destroy American shipping
Lak increase of which was
vigor and diligence by
with such a,favorable

A
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opportunity at their disposal, it was not long
until they had & fleet which outclassed the
Canadian’s in size, number and equipment.
< In the autumn of 1813, the western frontidr
_ reaped to the full the effect of this weak and
vacillating policy. General Proctor was now
in charge of the land forces at Detroit and
Captain Barclay of the fleet on the lake.
General Harrison had amassed an army of
6,000 on the borders of Michigan and was
bent on the recovery of that territory and
Detroit in preparation for a renewed invasion
of western Canada. Proctor's food and
.wppliunrgbainguidnguodhytb
_presence of an American fleet of ten vessels -
,on the lake. * With only six vessels, and
manned by crews not too well trained in
naval warfare, Captain Barclay saw salvation
only in an attack upon the enemy fleet, and
put out to sea on September 10th, with this
end in view. A most obstinate battle ensued.
The advantage at first was on the side of
the British, but an unfavorable wind
unexpectedly arising, the encounter finally
ended in the complete destruction of Captain
Barclay's fleet although officers and crew

fought with a desperate and stubborn valor
which merited for them a better fate.

he evacuation of Detroit and the retreat up '
the Thames by General Proctor.

Proctor finding his resources and supplies
cut off by this disaster and hostile armies on
his flank and a victorious fleet on his front,
determined to evacuate Detroit and retreat
eastward to Burlington Heights. He dis-
mantled the fortifications at Detroit, Sand-
wich and Amherstburg, took the guns with
him, and began retreating eastward along the
Thames river valley to the Niagara frontier,
there to join his forces at Burlington Heights
with those defending that area. But either
his purpose was too long delayed or intelli-
gence had prematurely reached the Americans
of his intentions, at any rate, with an army
o at least 2,500, several hundred of whom
wore Kentucky horsemen, and with ample
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mn'ﬁhmuuqm
"arena on which was staged that engagement
::v‘% _hm-lﬂycyld.m&nhd

",, A fost of five vessels accompanied
4 army to aid him in his retreat.

%’ﬂh&mwu:mnblehim
mnﬂlmmdmpplmnlong
‘ h.GwﬂPWraquhiuMa
small fleet consisting of four gun boats and
“ This fleet had arrived as far east
ﬁ“’dﬂ:ﬂhﬂwbuthywm
by the pursuing American army.
upul.cuenlﬂlmmmfomm
it the first farm above Chatham they
d in flames a large vessel loaded with
and military stores. Two miles
up they found two others in a similar
six miles ahll fuﬂlleron,lhcy

Proctor’s

RILLEL 19

"wishing to give battle to General Harrison

LY AN,

which they contained. As the American army
had to cross the creek here, no better place
for a defensive battle could be provided.

ne of these vossel ;
Thmhth!:trwhm ’

A melancholy reminder of these early days 1
was discovered by workmen employed in the
river Thames in the year 1900. The presence
of cannon balls in the vessel led to the belief
that it was the “General Myers”, the largest
of Proctor’s gunboats. Under the leadership
of Captain J. S. Black, an historical society
was organised and the vessel was raised and |
placed on exhibition at Tecumseh Park.
Here it remained for a time, but later it '
was taken apart and canes and odd ends of
furniture made from its ribs and planks by
numerous persons secking souvenirs of the
war. The other two vessels were discovered
later, As the vessel raised contained two
tons of cannon balls, bayonets, flint-locks of

American origin and other munitions of war, '
this discovery would seem to confirm
the prevailing impression since, that in

at McGregor's creek, Chief Tecumseh dis-
played a superior wisdom to Proctor in the
choice of a batilefield.

Th engagement of October 5th ended

disastrously for the British and the death
of Tecumseh.

Instead of the Forks, the battle was

.

staged in the near neighbourhood of
Fairfield, the Delaware Indian vil-
lage established by Moravian Mis-
sionaries in 1792, This battle has
been the occasion of more written |
comment than perhaps any other event
connected with the war arising from
two incidents connected with the
engagement, the so-called inefficient
leadership of Proctor, and the death
of Tecumseh, this last a loss to the
British cause second only to the death
of Brock. The wide divergence of |
statements made by varying writers
concerning this event leads to an
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one hundred taken prisoners. In

which he hazarded the following
" day, his army was speedily beaten at every
; point, Tecumseh slain, and the body of the
" 'dead soldier mutilated by Harrison’s triumph-

.

CEN COUNTY

~looked a major incident connected with that
- battle— the burning down of the Christian -

village of Fairfield and the massacre of many
of its inhabitants. This village, as recorded
in another chapter, was made up mainly of
Delaware Indians who came to us from the
United States to escape a threatened
extermination by the American militia. They

‘were brought here under the leadership of

Moravian missionaries, whose aim was to
establish a community where their Indian
converts might be free to follow the principles

and practises of the Christian religion as

taught by the Moravian church. These
missionaries were pacificists. They taught
their disciples to forego war on pain of
eternal death. For the twenty-one years since
they were “established here, they had given

_themselves up with diligence to the clearing

of their reserved lands, to the increasing of
the quantity of their yearly harvests, and
adding to their stock of cattle, sheep and
poultry. But this village and their comfort-
able homes, the Americans committed to the
flames. The husbandmen of their tribes, as
many as they could lay their hands upon,

they massacred. The women and children
escaped only by fleeing and hiding in the:

woods. Their corn was stacked in, the fields
ready for husking. This they foraged for the
maintenance of their cavalry. Their domestic
animals, cattle, sheep, swine and poultry,
they pillaged to feed their army. The escaped
remnant, collected from their hiding places
by their zealous and faithful micsionary,
followed the British army to Burlington,
spending the ‘winter, already come upon
them, in bark huts. The following year they
were brought back to their Reserve by their
Missionary, where they built a new village
but on the opposite side of the river from
Fairfield, which is now known under the
name of Moraviantown.

This wanton and shameful act, repeated
later by another American army at Niagara
stirred up a spirit of reprisal and revenge

‘which found vent in the burning of the .




arties to seize their crop and their cattle.
ndred of the sheep, which were brought
"Hmdngrutleoduf labor
were carried off to Detroit and
poor crofters of Baldoon were left with-
the means of making stockings for their
_or clothes for their children. Three
ed cattle, fattening on the marshes of
h and belonging to the Thames river
lement, met a similar fate. But notwith-
; the danger to themselves which they
by armed resistance, a number of the
lers determined they would strike a blow
their own defence. A Baldoon man,
: that a body of Americans was on

‘way to make a raid upon some of the
families of the Thames river setilement and
‘they were bivouacked in a certain barn
_in Dover township, gathered a following of
- forty-five settlers, and after a difficult night’s
~ march, arrived at the place of their rendez-
vous at break of day. They fell upon the
' g party with vigor, killed several, took
hteen of them prisoners, and put the rest
an ignominious flight, saving, for the time
g at least, the crops and cattle of their

~ances and other farm improvements, wherein
_progress was retarded during this war. but
also in the matter of public works, the survey
“‘wpl into lots, and the laying out and
Of new roads through the county.

y ol 2
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,“lﬂﬂlﬂ by sending out foraging

SIR GEORGE PREVOST.

He was appointed Governor-General of
Canada in 1811, an amiable man and a good
ruler in time of peace, but lacking that
decision of character and energy required of
a leader in war. Many historians attribute the
disaster to the Lake Erie fleet, and subse-
quently, to General Proctor and his army to
the Governor's lack of prescience and energy.

Colonel Burwell had just begun his survey of
the Talbot road through Kent, and the
division of ils south-eastern section into farm
lots, when he was attacked by a detachment
of Americans, and his instruments captured,
necessitating his withdrawal from the work 4
until after the close of the wari These and i
many other minor incidents serve to show
how much the country suffered during the
continuance of this war 3

o

he war left the inhabitants ;f Canada more
Dritish than ever,

In the face of all the evil suffered during
this war, there result  which
ministered to the [uture wellare of the
country, its inhabitants, without regard to
their former nationalities adhered to each
other with a commendable spirit of unity, in-
defending their own and their neighbors’
properties. “We do not belong to vou,” was
their answer to America! “We are a new
but a different nation.” The settlers along 1
the Thames were made up of Germans. | rench
and English; these at Baldoon. «holly
Scotch; and those in the lake Erie distriet 1

was one
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~ PLAN OF THE THAMES RIVER BATTLE.
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in order to protcct a word there. They would have been
p:‘toet the Irltii:l; froat in battle” s i ”:‘:::_
(1. voluntee:r antry, gregating 1500 men, were placed by Harrison i
s, with their right cn the river and their "fnfl en the swamp, uml:,' tlnb’commud :
; Henry. wo cther brigades, scmbeiing sbout 1000 men, comprising Genoral
en the left of Henry's command so as to hold the Indians in
, and prevent a {lank attack. Colonel Johnson's mounted regiment was placed in front of
y, formed in two columns. The regulars of the 2ith Regiment were posted between the
seize the British six-pounder, while the Indians with Harrison were to
British rear cnd by their cllzck ccnvey to them the impression that their
against thom.” —Hannay.
opened out by Jolinica's movnted wen. As they advanced “they received
British infentry which threw them into som: confusion, but immediately
the cavalry charged with such overwhelming force az to break the British

into Canada. The war was a
we should be swallowed up and
of the United States, or
t we should become a separate nation
scparate people. The country, and
settlements of the county
unanimously chose the latter
5. That was a commitment which
people have never regretted, and
2 which they have never receded. The

Y :
sntatives of these six  differem

£
i

s in Kent stood side by side in
. to uphold their choice, an attitude of
ind towards the ambitions of America

th found ity counterpart in every other
stion of Canada. We, the generations of to-
y rejoice that the pioneers of 1812 chose
be a free people under British institutions,
* and while we appreciate with pride the spirit
which they upheld their choice in battle,
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; and to these we must also add we rejoico most of all in that the vicissitudes a
an allies. Most of those at onc time  of war did not force upon them a destiny
residents of the United States be-  different from the one which they chose. The '_’

war did not create their choice,—"a corrupt
tree cannot bring forth good fruit”—but the A
mannzr of its close did disclose to them and
to the world that we are a people destined
to take our own and separate part in the J
affairs of the world, and that we can best 4
obtain our destiny under our own chosen flag,
the Union Jack, rather than under one which
we did not choose and which we do not want,
the Stars and Stripes. If the narrative of 1
this war and its evenls serves to create an
attitude of mind opposed to war then it will
serve a good and useful purpose, but if it
tends only to recreate the animosities and
cruel prejudices exhibited in its conduct, then i
the sooner the incidents connected with it are
forgotten, the better it will be for the peoples X
of both the nations which participated in it. 1
On the side of the Longwoods road, a short

distance  east of Thamesville, a block L{/
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* AN ERA OF RETARDED 'PROGRESS - r

the battle of Moraviantown took first school and chapel were established
: ﬂabllllumﬂy where the ldlieml:lu of . twenty yu"r‘;
avery of Tecumseh, the British ally, zealous missionary effort were reduced to

place where once stood the first  ycars to accomplish.
- BATTLE OF MORAVIANTOWN
24th September he concentrated his forces at Sandwich, having previausly sent off (o
the Thames his remaining ordnance and stores of every description for whi:h .m,,p;,
e found and destroyed the small portion that remained, as well as ihe public buildings,
, at Amherstburg. On the 26th the enemy appeared in the offing, sounding in every
and on the 27th landed nine miles below Amherstburg in considerable force. On the
buildings at Detroit were destroyed and Proctor commenced his retreat and
the 29th at the river Thames. A considerable number of Indians
not,  Proctor thought, from want of attachment to the British. He had
idea of occupying the narrows of the St. Clair river to prevent the enemy's vessels
sing into Lake Huron. He at first determined 1o make a stand at Dover, where he had had
. ovens constructed, three¢ miles below the forks at Chatham, a measure necessary to protect the
¢ reaft laden with stores which had ascended the river as far as mavigation allowed. While he
was reconnoitering in the rear, the troops were moved to the forks. This was apparently
" contrary to the wishes of both the General and the Indians—one of the unfortunate consequences
‘the former's continued absences, reconnoitering the country beyond. The Indians thereupon,
" in the absence a second time of the General on an inspection of the country in the rear, retreated
" to Moraviantown, while, the troops under Licutenant Colonel Warburton, the General found on
his return already retiring to the same point, with vessels and stores left behind, which had
to be destroyed. One of these vessels has been recently raised after having lain nearly.
years under water. In the attempt to' save provisions and ammusition the force
encumbered with boats not suited to the state of navigation. The Indians and troops
. ret! on different sides of the river, and the boats, to which sufficient attention had not been
4 given, became particularly exposed to the:fire of the enemy, who were advancing on the side
) Indians were retiring, and most un fortunately fell into the possession of the enemy,
them several of the men, provisions, and all the ammunition that had been issued to
Indians. This disastrous circumstance afforded the enemy the means of crossing
on both sides of the river. The want of ammunition was unknown to the men
of the officers. .
the enemy approached too near the General determined, he said, to meet and
battle in a wood below the Moravian town as he (the enemy) was in considerable force,
strong in mounted infantry and cavalry. The position Proctor had taken he also
conce: to be favourable, as it reduced the encmy to a small front, while it secured his own
~ flanks, his right being on an impenetrable swamp and his left on the river. The 4lst regiment
occupied the space between the river and the Indians, who were on the right with their right
troops had a reserve and marksmen near the six-pounder on the road, for its
It was under the direction of Licutenant Gardner of the 4lst, who on a
had been found very useful when attached to the artillery. The gun, when
‘loaded with canister and a sphente case shot, laid and the port of fire light'—the gun
a shot: A plan of co-operation was cordially established with the Indians, who were
the left of the enemy and executed their part faithfully and courageously.
' "If the trodps had acted, wrote the General, ‘as | have ever seen them, and as 1 con-
fidently expected, | ‘am still of opinion, notwithstanding their numerical superiority, the enemy
_have been beaten. All ranks of officers exerted themselves to rally the men—though
. Though retreating was furthest. from my thoughts, I had caused as far as time and
would admit every impediment to a retreat to be removed and had also placed the
“under the orders of Lieutenant Thornton of the Royal Artillery, so as to defend
o hnrl-n point by which the Indians had retreated to us and also to cover the retreat of the
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erected to commemorate the  considerable village of the eounty, where the

bhas been erected 10 com-  ashes in almost as many. minutes as it took
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Herewith is a sketch of Isanc
Dolsen’s house as it appeared in 1860,
It was a hewn log & , and stood
very near to the right or north bank
of the Thames, about two miles and a
half below Chatham. Half & mils be-
low was the farm of John, his brother,
where the American army encamped
on their return after the battle and the
burning dewn of tha village of Fair-
f2ld. The two brothers were born in
Pennsylvania but  educated at the
Moravian Mission, and were about
thirty years of age when the battle

ISAAC DOLSEN'S HOUSE tock place.

, whilst order was retained by them. The Indians, after the troops were broken retired
pugh the woods, and brought with them those who escaped in that direction. On the evening
ﬂ!& of October, provision was made for the feeding of the Indian troops who should
‘at Delaware; the commissariat were also stationed on the route to Ancaster for the same
e, as well as parties of dragoons 1o aid and assist those who had effected their retreat.
proceeded to the Grand river, and endeavoured to prevent individuals who might create false
‘and immediately communicated with the officers in command at Long Point, Burlington
d General Vincent commanding the centre divisicn.'
~ The foregoing account, which is in the main that of Proctor himself, was not supported

ace ying the force, in his history. Tt was charged that the General left the officer second
in command (Warburton) of the troops in the dark as to his intentions and without proper
: the enemy being close at hand, while he went long distances in advance—some twenty six
towards the last—and that so great was the dissatisfaction at Proctor’s conduct in this
"regard that a council of war to deprive him of his command was talked of and Lieut.-Colonel
Varburton was censured for not assuming the command; that his account of the action itself was
it in several respects; that his object in sclecting the battle-ground in the wood was to
ir the departure of his family and personal effects from Moravian town; that the infantry
a8 determined a stand as was possible under their circumstances and considering  their
ﬂ ammunition, that there was not a single round of ammunition for the gun, and that the
her guns were misplaced—and finally that the General having taken his position in rearof the
ond line, mounted and fled as soon as the fi rst line retreated and the second opened fire,
T ace nied by his staff.
T * According to General Harrison's report, he had above 3000 men at his disposal in the
1 W whom seven were killed and twenty two wounded, five of the latter—dying subsequently
' d their wounds. According to Lieut. Bullock of the 41st, the senior and only officer of the regi-
o who escaped, the British force consisted of the st battalion of that regiment, 367 of all
 ranks, eighteen or twenty men of the Tenth Veterans, some artillery and 800 Indians—about
Jlllh all. Of the troops, twelve were killed, 36 wounded and the greater number of remainder
' taken prisoners. Of the Indians, thirty three were slain, including the gallant Tecumseh—dis-
: alike for his bravery and humanity, his eloguence, and his influence over the Indian
tribes. The story of his secret burial place has found wide credence since, but there is too much
" reason fo believe that the story of the multilation of his remains by the Kentuckian militia after
ey 'ﬁ battle—in a most inhuman way—is in accordance with the facts.” '
/ —Judge C. 0. Ermatinger
E e in The Talbot Regime.

Wl wlﬂy revised figures give the strength of the American army as consisting oi 301:
 Infantry, 1200 Cavalry, 260 Indians, a total of 4080. The British had a total of 894, madc up o
“ m 38 Clnlry and 500 Indians. _

;\-

y the statements of his officers mor that of Major Richardson, then a young volunteer -
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LD COUNTRY CONDITIONS AND THE RETTER

'INDUCEMENTS WHICH THE UNITED STATES |

. OFFERED TO IMMIGRANTS PREVENTED
. RAPID PROGRESS: IN SETTLEMENT

: - ;}T
3|

the Eighteenth century in the

« county of Kent was confined to
; the Thames river district and
" comprised two settlements. The first, known
. a8 the Dolsen settlement, began about eight
" miles from the mouth of the Thames and
o4 extended intermittently to what was then
". as “The Forks’, but now the site of
* the city of Chatham. The second settlement
. was farther up the river at the castern
" boundary of the county and was composed of
@ band of Delaware Indians, brought to this
~ ¢buntry from the United States by Moravian
" missionaries who established a village called
7 Fairfield on the north bank of the Thames
" river in the early spring of 1792. After
two settlements there was one other
| established at the very beginning of the
{- Nineteenth century when Lord Selkirk
* brought out his colony of Highlanders in
.© 1804, and settled them on the borders of
.+ lake St. Clair, on the Sydenham river.
;f These three settlements, with the addition of
. several families in the Lake Erie district
. comprised the total within the bounds of the
" county when the Americans declared war
[ against us in 1812. For the next two decades
" after this, settlement made very slow
progress; in fact, it was not until about 1830,

Y W T N TR
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- W E have seen that Settlement in that it began in real earnest. It will be in

order in this chapter to consider the causes
that hindered or promoted settlement in this
carly period of the county’s history.

) rogress in settlement reflected Old Country
conditions.

It will be found on examination of these

causes that there were two classes; one,

arising from Old Country conditions; and
the other from conditions found within the

bounds of the county itself. When conditions |

in Great Britain were favorable to the emi-
gration of their people to Canada, settlements
in the country increased and those in Kent
county along with others. When conditions
w.re unfavorable progress in seitlement
lagged. In the first two decades of the
Nineteenth century conditians were unfavor-
able. From 1806 until 1815, the people of
Great Britain, along with the rest of Europe,
had to concentrate all their energies in a war
of defence against the ambitious projects of
Napoleon, and for this they needed all their
man power available. Contrary to what
might be expected under the circumstances,
there was an abnormal increase during the
same period in population in ail the three
sections of the country—England, Ireland
and Scotland without a corresponding
increase in the resources required to provide
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5,391,542 and Canada, because a less attrac-
tive field, received only 1,536,683. Of this 3
small share obtained by Canada of
these immigrants, Kent county, before 1830,
received very few. The surveying of the
lands into farm lots and the opening up of -
roads were not proceeded with as rapidly as
would enable the county to be prepared to
receive very many of them, at an egrlier date.
The Government had handed over the settle: | |
ment of the West in a large measure to the . |
supervision of Colonel Talbot, and with him |
the settlement of his lands in Elgin county
would have prior consideration. It was not
'until 1811 that the Talbot road was surveyed -
through the townships of Orford and Howard, . |
and lots surveyed for settlement on either |
side of the road. It was the intention of
Surveyor Burwell to continue it on, westward
right through to Amherstburg but the war
broke out immediately after, and this neces-
sary work to enable settlement to take place
was left in abeyance until after the close of
the war in 1815. The Communication road
Wakefield publicly advocated it  was delimited in 1795, but it was 1840 before |
way by which the country could it was completely opened out to Lake Erie,
., From 1819 until 1827, the so tardily did the progress of road-making
voted six grants of money to proceed in these early times. The township
u the unemployed to emigrate to Canada. line road between Howard and Harwich was
. Societies were organised to further the same | opened out in 1823, and a range of lots |
i With these encouragements people surveyed on either side of it for immediate
. flocked to North America, yet, the county of - settlement. The Middle road was laid out |
2 the fertility of its soil, - in the same year, 1823, and opened out in
 the wealth of its forests, and that it was one Howard and Orford lowmhipn, and a further .
y"—'ﬁﬁiﬁlﬂuﬂi_uopued out for settlement,  readincss for settlement effected there. These
".'iw very few additions in these years to  surveys helped towards inducing a certain
By . number of these Old Country immigrants to
. . : e 2 " scttle in Kent but”there was another cause
- lh‘.:‘ dm l-i;r.:.u. s hindcring any rapid progress in settlement.
. The causes were not far to seck. In‘the #pvhe lavish gronting of lands to absentee 1
" first place, the United States gained the _bolders retarded scttlement.
__greater number of them. The figures are very *_ The Government had adopted a system of
* illuminating. In a census of the emigration land grants, giving away large acreages to
taken, covering a period of sixty ycari, 1815 absentce holders, many of them Old Country 3 |
| 10 1875, it was found that 8,286,720 persons favorites. In 1838, Lord Durham made’a  §°
. emigrated . from Great Britain to North thorough inspection of the land systems in  § |
. Of these the United States reccived  vogue, and in his report to the home 1!
' : R £ S ; oA __"_*M__j
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~_itself as quickly as possible of all ca
" over the unsettled portions of the p
" The public domain soon passed over inf |
. .way into the hands of land speculators.|
{ Th.‘Cn“:‘.: Land Co-p-ny was the 'nﬂ
The Canada and Compcny was
greatest of these jobbers. This Compl
‘was organised in 1826 and to them was giv
a monopoly of about two and a half millia
- of acres, sometimes in detached lots, and’
+ others in blocks of twelve hundred to. l'or}
- 5 ﬂnmmdumeach,exceptinllwmeo
-y -.i..' . that tract of land lying between Lakes Erie
“ .. .+, and Huron, which was granted to them in one
1 # . block comprising a million acres. These
B . lands they purchased at a price of about
;i“ . ", . seventy five cents an acre, a part of which
% only was to be paid in cash, the rest to be
~ paid in public improvements in the vicinity
' of their own lands, such as in the building
+ of roads and bridges and such like needed
R ;' " 5 conveniences to make their lands more
i Aelalt . marketable. Small settlements were separated
o i in this way by large blocks of unoccupied
.. """ lands, which made on that account the
: v __establishment of public conveniences all the
6 ke ...‘,; + more difficult. One has only to examine
~§  eome of the early survey maps of the.county
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emigration
: at its height, millions
s were thus sent back annually. |

1| T hese Highlanders made the best of settlers.

. | -expressed his preference for British settlers,
' “and of these, the Scotch and North-Irish were

generally conceded to be the best
s+ farmers, and in Canada, if to both were given

cleared land this undoubtedly would have
been a true estimate of their comparative
.mhmb’&ewndiﬁmwbicb
both met in this country, and the unrelenting
which the forests demanded of the
: before he could provide himself with
cleared farm, the superiority of the Low-
lander as a farmer did not find here its
adequate expression. Although many of the
Highlanders were fishermen and craftsmen,

- and it was only by *abnormal industry,

" men in the pre-Victorian era, they became

) secking for settlers, Colonel Talbot

favorites. Of the Scotch, the Lowlanders .

COUNTY -

initiative and cconomy this could be done.
When, then, the unlimited resources of this

- country were placed at -their disposal, and

with the same aptitude for labor undiminsh-
ed, they soon found themselves in circum-
stances of comfort and independence, some
even of wealth. Judged by the ultimate *
results obtained by these and their descend-
ants, the -partiality of Colonel Talbot to-
wards them as settlers, has been amply
justified. They were not only industrious
and” resourceful, but influenced by the
educational and 'religious revivals, and the
political reforms exercising the minds of :i

o
-

ambitious not only to better their condition
materially but also to raise the standard of 1
their social, mental, moral and religious life
as well. They supplied leaders in all the
movements that - lent themselves to the
advancemgnt of the country and county in
_respect to the establishment of municipal °
institutions, schools, colleges and churches.
'The names of many of these will readily
come to the mind of the reader as he thinks -
of the leaders of the affairs of the county
during the past hundred years of its history
—the two McVicar brothers of Chatham
township, both of whom became religious
leaders, the one in the Presbyterian, the other
in the Baptist church; Archibald Blue of’
Orford, a prominent government official ;
Senator Campbell of Howard township; P.
D. McKellar, Archibald McKellar, and
Senator McCoig of Chatham city; A. D.
McLean, its first mayor, the Selkirk settlers °
who founded Wallaceburg; the Fergusons of
Thamesville, and many others. These are
illustrative examples of the enterprise,
ambition, resource and persevering industry
characteristic not of a few only—but of all
of that class of settlers which came to us
from Argyle and other shires of Scotland in
the first half of the Nineteenth century. For
fifty years this drainage of Scotland’s best
continued. The population of Argyleshire
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.. The conditions in Ireland in the beginning
- of the Nineteenth century were not dissimilar
. in respect to over-population from those in
- Scotland. In 1823 the county of Cork found
. iteelf with a population too great to provide
all an adequate:living, Other counties
5 also were similarly situated. The same
N idation of land holdings was also
5 taking place in Ireland as in Scotland. When
. & lease expired the land-owner refused to
«" remew it and the occupant had no other
~ . alternative but to remove to some other place
' <of abode. There does not seem to have been
the same consideration for the tenant on the
part of any of the landlords of Ireland as
in the case of some of the Scottish owners,
_ and evictions were therefore more numerous.
It is said that fifty thousand of these were:
turned adrift by heartless overlords, such as
Lord Wyndham, between the years 1849 and
1856, and the consolidation of land holdings
Was going on many years before this.
- The
i R AR g B g
This treatment of the small landholder was

sufferings which the populace of Ireland were
enduring from the ravages of the Potato
« Famine of 1847. This crop failure was not
.confined to any ome district but spread
throughout the whole island, carrying death
and miséry in its train. This occurred at a

more inexcusable at this time because of the

. ' the popnhd:n of the country had

country on the occasion of every available

.A - e
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emigration of 1,650,044 persons, or one out
of every four of the country’s population,
and of these 1,300,000 went to the United
States, tha remainder going to Canada. This
rapid emigration was made possible by the
monetary assistance given to them from out-
side sources. _In 1852, a sum exceeding five
millions of dollars was sent from the United
States and Canada to assist emigration from
Ireland. As this was more than three times
the amount sent in 1848, the year in which
the effect of the famine was felt at its worst,
it serves to show that this aid came mainly
from their friends and relatives recently
emigrated. to the United States and Canada.
In addition to the aid received from abroad,
the “Socicty of Friends” and other Old’
Country agencies were assisting in the
~ despatch of Irish families to Canada. Of the
number of theke who came to Canada at this
period, (350,000), the county of Kent
_received its proportionate share, and at no
period more than at that time was there a
greater .addition of Irish families to the
county’s population. ‘A goodly number
arrived during the period following the
agricultural depression. of 1831 and 1832,
but they did not nearly equal the number
who came s a result of this potato famine.
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hu which the country suffered
1827. In England,

had 15,000 people out of

had reached their
The introduction of steam-power
wmﬂuuringprodm'khl
of the man power required for their

narrowed the markets for these
With the establishment

y of skilled workmen to the United

‘created there a new and dangerous competitor
blhuothul;mdforlhotudemd

land, Kent county did not proﬁl at this pcnod

RS Canate stood ot ”w".':n!'-"?f:'."w"'
H u.n.a I £ -
)2 Frmjln foregoing it will be seen that the
2:‘ human exodus from Great Britain which. led
Y. the settlement of Ontario was made up’of
. persons who had to be aided before they
r.. would be in a position to emigrate from their
r‘- own country. They were forced by the
T'I\wudtou conditions produced by the
_circumstances of their times to emigrate from
’M native land yet the mgjority of them
L the means to effect the !xcbnnrve

t| -

before the full effects of the

The growth of European com- -

im-ﬂuiﬂﬁoﬂhmmdthe'

,vilhgu.mandemu.mdfewfromme-.

Thhplleodedainlpuihonofgl.ut“

disadvantaze as compared with the United
Smu. Divided at that time into two
'provinces, without an immigration policy, or

albeﬂsvuynhifﬁnqme.mdhﬂniuio
with a Government Executive secking only ~
for themselves the loaves and fishes of office,

there was no systematic effort put forth to -
* induce settlers to come to Canada.

_ On the
other hand the  United States had many
schemes 1o generously assist intending

'in_upipuitn to settle in their country. There

was placed at their ready disposal unlimited
resources of land where roads, schools and
churches did not have to await the coming,
but preceded the settler. They had numerons
agents stationed in the Old Country enticing
skilled workmen by the promise of increased
wages to accept positions in their new and
increasing manufacturing plants.  Under
these circumstances, the wonder is, not that
sa few but that so many came to Canada in
the early decades of the Nineteenth century.

Th Era of Immigrant settlement for the
county of Kent.

In respect to the county of Kent, settlement -
by immigration practically ceased shortly "
after 1850. The penod between the years

era of Immigrant Settlement for the county.
Before and after that. period immigrants came
intermittently and not numerously.

After this period additions were made to-
ths population of the county mainly by~
nalcra! increase or from settlers coming from
other scctions of our own Dominion. Genea-
logical charts of two families of the town-
ship of Hadrwich appear elsewhere in this
volume illustrating the place which this
natoral increase occupies in the gpresent
population of the' County. For the past sixty
years,s increase by immigration has been a
negligible quantity and has been confined
chiefly to the urban centres. From this time
forth growth in population will follow, and
not. as formerly, precede, increased develop-
ment of the native resources of the c county.
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covering all of the
fsu--teuuuu.meme.
“ for the abolition of
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. O ety
* dividual slave by assisting —— p——
i LORD ELGIN

Governor-General of Canada
1847-1854

A warm-hearted friend of
the colored race in Canada
and a generous patron of the
Buxton Settlement, Raleigh
township.
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‘was made possible by the fact
 that slavery was not at that
time permissible in British
Mm In Ontario,
. or Upper Canada, one of the

- NEGRO COLONIES 4

EIR ESTABLISHMENT IN KENT COUNTY CON.
.~ NECTED WITH THE MOVEMENT FOR THE
ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN THE

l sold and made to labor in a8 manner similar
to horses and cattle.

lavery was mot permitted to root itself in
Sc-l-.

The system had been introduced in a small

measure into the original
colony of Canada through
slaves having been brought
into the country as part of
the household property of
Loyalist families from the
United States and the gentry
from England. But public
opinion was too strong from
the first against it, and it was
not permitted to root itself in
the social system of our
country.

he system flourished for

about two and a hall
centuries in the United
States.

In the United States, how-
ever, slavery, and the impor-
tation of slaves, became from
the very first one of its most
important and greatest in-
dustries. From August, 1619,
when the first cargo of slaves

Ao e By

was disembarked in America, until 1807, at
which time a law was passed prohibiting any
further importation, the total number of
stolen humans from Africa compnwd over |

sl

hmwﬁndlplweon our Statute
law forbidding slavery, the
‘human beings as if they were

—




ﬁuﬂhﬁgumn will be seen that
pugh natural increase and a system of
-.“ling there were in these seven states
by 1850, more than three times as
many slaves as there were in all of the states
tﬁo Union when their importation was.
d by parliamentary enactment.

Tbm.‘ﬁ-ﬁ-ﬁuri'hnlﬂl.mn-
ment looking towards its abolition

~ Alongside of this rapid increase in the
.' "l ¢ population of the United States, there
 began to be formed a body of public opinion
_'ﬂllligly opposed to it, which found expres-
in the establishment of an organization
b assist runaway slaves to escape to Canada
- - and Treedom. The initiation of this move-

" ment is attributed to the Society of Friends,
: ‘ﬂ' Quakers. One of their number, C. S.
-Ton'y is credited with the origin of the
* scheme for the assistance of runaway slaves

hnwn by the name of the Underground
. Railway. Another, Thomas Garrett, in the
’fiu of repeated fines and confiscation of
property, is known to have assisted no less
. than 2061 to make good their escape to this
Mry The name, Underground Railway,
- is somewhat misleading, as it suggests a rail-

‘way with its train of cars loaded with slave
- refugees, running along in some underground
llyshriom tunnel. Instead of that it was a
~ series of houses arranged along the track of
~ the runaway slave wherein he could find food
mdlhdlﬂlndmmmoelomakegoodhw
. ‘escape. . A Vigilance Committee was appoint-
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- .' ed to keep the runaway informed as to the:

_ places where he could find kindly treatment,
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numbers of this slave populaliou and'
tbemaplmdeoflhanilwhiehbldbythh_'
time firmly rooted itselfl in their social |

A grand total of 1,659,587 hy the middle of the century.

the imminence of danger from pursuing

officers, and such other information as would ::

be necessary in order that there might be no
miscarriage in his effort to escape from serf-
dom and the cruel tyranny of his master. In
this way 30,000 slaves were assisted into
Canada before the middle of the century, and
there continued to be added to this number

2,000 annually until 1865, the date when

slavery became prohibited in every State of
the Union.

T wo colonies of refuge slaves were established
in Kent county.

But the freedom of these serfs raised up

the problem of their future destiny. What

was to befall them after they arrived here?

The circumstances of their former lives had

been no assistance to them in the cultivation
of the virtues of self-reliance and thrift,
qualities so essential to provide a living for
the pioneers of an uncleared, undeveloped

country. AWretched and miserable, these)
helpless and homeless refugees had to be

taken care of, by the benevolently disposed,
after they arrived here, or they would be
worse off in a state of freedom than they
were in a state of slavery. Associations were
consequently formed, to render them this
needed assistance, of which two, the Elgin
Association and the British and American
Institute operated in the county of Kent.
The former established the Buxton Settle-
ment in the township of Raleigh and the
latter a colony and industrial school in

located the town of Dresden.

]
Camden Gore, on the site where xa no‘\:/i

system:
840, possessed 2,605 slaves; in 1850, 2,280 1
L 4,694 L] “ L 3,687 5 e
3 89,730 “ “ 89,800 ‘
s 327,038 *“ “ o« 384925
& 48987 * “ % 473,026
2 253,532 “ “ “ 34289
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the United

the township of
an interest that is national
in that it indicates what was

irit of our

from

: At its very first session,
the Legislative Assembly of Upper Canada
a pronouncement against human

and passed a law making it illegal

|

their freedom and made
on a par with other settlers as soon
reached Canada.

Before slavery was abolished in the United
States, many of the slaves of that country
found escape from their servitude by fleeing
_ into Canada. As soon as their escape be-
' came known to their masters they were im-

H

¢ mediately followed, and if found " on
- American soil they were shackled and whip-
~ ped back to the life of cruel hardship from

:

ly hard because they had the effrontery
and make their escape. They could
and flogged on the public streets
cit the United States and yet no
that country afforded them any pro-
But immediately they touched their
on Canadian soil, they became free.
touch our country and their shackles
one of the poets wrote. Naturally
demands made upon Canada at
mes by the Government of the United
these slaves should be returned,
them to be chattels in which they

Mnghl. But the answer was ever
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anyone to practise the system within the,

tﬂml they sought to escape, now made

in the negative, and instead the slaves were
given the assurance that as soon as they
touched our country they would be treated as
free men. Citizenship in Canada was given
to them on a par with all other men. The |
protection of the laws of the land was theirs
like unto that of other persons. They were
cncouraged to take up land and become
permanent settlers in the country. When %
they did so, they were given the franchise,
and allowed to send their children to the ﬂ
Common schools or to have Separate schools |
established for them where strong prejudice J
existed against them.

ssistance was given them by benevolently-
mi~ded citizens of the United States and

aa Ly Lo Lo 2 £

It would be hardly true to say that they
were received without prejudice in this _
country. When the first efforts were under
taken for the establishment of the Buxton
settlement in Raleigh, meetings were held -
and protests were sent to the Government,
and petitions were sent asking them not to
give them a grant of land. They had a warm
friend in Lord Elgin, who was then the
Governor-General of the country, and most of
our citizens were in sympathy with them and
were ready to help them get freedom and !
citizenship in this country seeing that they |
could not get it in the United States. Indeed,
if it were not for the warm-hearted sympathy
that slaves obtained from both sides of the
line, and the efforts put forth to assist them °
to escape, instead of the thousands that |
entered into Canada, there would not have
been even tens. Routes for them to make |
their escape were established and houses pro- |
vided along the way where they would be r
sheltered and fed. Along the boundary of
the States of New York and Pennsylvania, 1
there were twelve points where runaway
slaves were passed over into Canada. On
lgke Erie and the Detroit river, there were

«*
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forward, Mr. K
Interested in educational mattars, he was instrumental in
days he retired to Chatham, where he

as engaged in the Christian ministry

Schepol, and was for twenty years
fod ot -

" eight ports at which the fugitives were land-
_ ed.: Missions were established by philan-

tract of land in the township of
secured by this Elgin Associa-
' the Canadian Government and the
of the colony effected under the
of Rev. William King. Mr.
Irishman, a graduate of Glasgow
had been made Rector of a col-
of Louisiana. There by
the owner of fifteen
estimated value of nine thousand
freed his slaves and brought
where they formed the
Settlement. The strip
the Association for the
Negroes extended in length six
and in width was three miles, contain-
nine thousand acres of good

~ farm land. This tract was divided into farm-
i lots: of fifty acres each and was sold 1o the
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incoming slaves for two dollars and a hall
an acre, on casy terms of payment. A model
house was erected, eighteen feet'in width by
twenty four in length and twelve feet high,
and it was prescribed that on each farm there
should be built a similar house by the pur-
chaser. This was to be set thirty three feet
back from the road, and a picket fence
erected on front of it,

R-pid progress was made and a flourishing
village was established.

The fifteen slaves freed by Rev. William
King were the first to be located on this tract
of land, but as soon as the lots were survey-
ed, other refugees came in, took up farms,
and began making clearings. Within four’, i
years there were four hundred refugees lo- | §
cated in the settlement and in 1857, it had |
a population of eight hundred. Buxton vil- | :
lage was built on the Middle road in lhe1
centre of the Settlement, about twelve miles
south of Chatham. It grew rapidly. In 1864
it contained a steam grist-mill, a saw-mill,
two pearl-ash factories, two general stores,
one shoe shop, one blacksmith shop, one
wagon shop and one cooper shop. Outside of
the local trade its principal business was
the manufacture of staves and square timber
both of which were exported extensively at
that time from the county.' There was a




RN Ny LW am ’ ' - gt T

i

T

‘with an average attendance of ‘Buavm:..‘mruuhm.lh ok &

c dM Mr. George Coutts was A contemporary of 1864 gives this account E

‘ o “of the Settlement. “Buxton is certainly a/
"!2.“ was placed in very interesting place. Sixteen years ago, it

4 &) char Presbyterian r;l wlldernul..“ Now good highways are

02 - e e L a eutin. .dinaiouthronghlheforul

a0 mﬂ “h“""". ¥ and by their side, standing back thirty three |

ssstioment comenodi feet from the road, are about two hundred

b Doy '“.“-Wdlbniltmthemp::fem,dl 4
_ u'l’h‘_’ ledlwide by, fotty 4w !oohng neat gnd eudoﬂﬁh;{‘(romﬁ'éﬂdr

. "“‘,pd,u.ochupwuhbor‘“.“"dwledm.lm'

I”‘h'h ) days that the o ‘which is well cultivated. The fences are in

o k-:ly H“M e Lekndond Al good order, the barns seem well filled, and
B e o % Bt cattle and horses, and pigs and poultry,
“"P' Sk v, :ilh e sbound. There are signs of industry and

William King as the missioner. An thrify and comfort everywhere; of idleness,

21 of want, nowhere. There is no tavern and |

e e - schoolhouse. Most interesting of all are the
know as the Mission Fund, for inhabitants. Twenty years ago, most of them

mission from vadboteil ~wmllavuwhoowmdnothing.notm"'
' t'-uh:-.h::nn J:ﬁ their chAdren. Now they own themselves; -
ﬁ.'.kdhu“:.ww Mmthcirhomumdthcithm;md
. King to-visit Ireland with a view they have their wives and children about

,bt“f—ﬁforhmofadawdi them. They are enfranchised citizens of a

BN . e government which protects their rights. The
and schools. Mr. King not only visited Ire present condition of all these colonists, as

compared with their former one, is remark-
able. Here are men who were bred in
slavery, who came here and purchased land
at the government price, cleared it, bought

s

| church work ceased to exist as a special
. missionary endeavor in behalf of negro
" slaves. Half of the six-thousand-dollar fund
" was used to builda Presbyterian church
. and the other half used
*as an to create an annuity for
~ Rev. William King during his life time, after
' which it became a part of the Aged and [ —es

Infirm Ministers’ Fund of the Presbyterian Ahmuwmmw'nlm\
W in Canada. . of a refuges slave, as it appears in 1925. 3
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capacity for development and
During the fifteen years that the Mission

| P HE British and American Institute of
: Dresden was organized under the

This

mhnhglomvmdleoountrylpng
¢ * between London and Ambherstburg, along
,{g‘h Tecumseh road, observed that the
~ colored people whom he met with in
~ the course of his journey—principally run-
nayohyu,whollllmdaywere fleeing to
a land of freedom in large numbers, were
*\ destitute not only of the ordinary necessities
of life but of educational privileges of any
; -"'-'_' ind. Mentioning this fact to some friends
h: " in England, which he visited shortly after, s
: - - small sum, $1300, was subscribed by them—
%M” the list headed by a young girl—which he
A #'i.' “was to apply as he thought best. On his re-
¢ 4%~ turn to Canada, a meelmg was called at
~ Toronto to decide in what way the money
- should be applied, at which were present,
w others, the Rev. Mr. Rolfe and Mr.
y C. Brown, of Chatham. It was agreed
the amount should be expended in the
lands and the erection of a
in which to provide education
colored people. The Rev. Josiah Henson

1 ”‘f’

- was in operation seven hundred chi

: duduluuhlopmdoumthm Some

THE BRITISH AND AMERICAN INSTITUTE

" in a small confined clearing near the river °

both sexes received a good Christian
tion. Since that time they have nearly all *
gone to the United States where a large field

el

f-illumklvhgnpﬂ]yndﬁhhpheu
mbdlsmphdbywwm
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was deputed to select the necessary lands, -
and after a tour through the western country
he located at Dresden, purchased Lot No. 3,
on the 4th Concession, Gore of Camden for |
the Institution and for himself secured the
adjoining lot on the same concession, part |
of which he subsequently sold to the Insti-
tution. These lands now form the sou
west portion of the town of Dresden. ,_}
he Institute established a buul-. uhol
for refugee slaves.

Under a Board of Trustees, and with Mr
Henson as agent or manager, operations com-
menced in due course of time, and a low, long,
story-and-a-half building of hewn logs arose

bank, and which for some years, was used as

a boarding school for.refugee slaves. This
school, partook largely of the character of an
industrial institution, the slaves being set at
work in the woods cutting logs, cordwood, or
at_the primitive farming operations on the
Institution lands, a portion of their time
being sct aside and devoted to their educa-
tion. The “Friends” in Boston and other
places, on Mr. Henson's solicitations, furnish-
ed the needful funds; and clothing and
provisions arrived in bulky consignments at s
Chatham from the different receiving depots
—Cleveland, Sandusky, and Detroit. The
agents .at Detroit were the well known

4
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although for some reason the
r did not begin operations until 1849,

il- developed @ flourishing lumbering

s Institution was now flourishing; a large
iness was being done in lumber, walnut
jes and cordwood; the export of the
commodity being so considerable as to
the use of a large scow. This traffic
“ﬂ grew to large proportions. Mr.
on took a Mr. Carey in partnership with
ﬁqhﬂm lessees of the association's
ties and pushed the lumber industry
| aggressiveness, still using slave labor to
lo the work.
| I*:ydh!-glhlmh-hu
.~ In course of time, trouble arose and the
' of the Institution became so heavily
- involved that Mr. Henson found it necessary
* to visit England in order to raise funds to
wipe out the debt. Whilst there, the English

it became suspicious that there was
something wrong, and it was decided to send
a Mr. John Scoble to look into its affairs.
This gentleman, of supposed philanthropic
tendencies, had nevertheless a good eye to
business, and under the plausible plea that
1o put matters aright, it was necessary the
Trustees should assign their trusts to him.
The demand wn acceded to by all, save Mr.
He thus succeeded in getting
the ﬂite bnnneu into his own hands. He
and Mr. Henson worked harmoniously to-
gether for a time, but, later, trouble arose
on was instituted in the Court of

f\

‘ of seven years’ duration, in which
"h character of Mr. Henson was most

BISHOI’ WALTER HAWKINS

A colored preacher in Kent
county in the middle decades of
the nineteenth century, and an
illustrative example of the capa-
city of the Negro race for progress
and development.

creditably vindicated in his conduct of the
Institution, for whose welfare he had sunk
much of his own means, a decrec was granted,
on the 24th of March, 1868, by which Mr.
Scoble’s control ceased and the estates were
vested in Mr. Jas. C. Brown, Archibald Me-
Kellar, Isaac Holden and others, as Trustees
appointed by the Court.

Snl. was made ?f the Institute lands in 1871,

The new trustees decided that the lands— :
a portion of which had been laid off in lots :
with a reserve of one acre and a half for a
market and six acres for a cemetery—should 3
be sold. This decision was consummated, :
partly by private sales at different times, and .
partly by an auction sale the 13th day of ;
January, 1871, on which occasion $21,735 1
was realized, and which with the sums re- :
ceived for lands otherwise disposed of earned
the Institution a sum exceeding $40,000. On
the 20d day of March, 1872, the association
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. AT“’Q into the Wilberforce ltwnwhﬂo-hemmmngmwonm
Institution of I3arning for the , 1850 that she met him—her book was pub- |
of affording the colored people of lished in lBSlsz—mdhendthedoqof}is
with higher education, with head- escape from slavery. } Her biographers say
at the Town of CIunhm. and the - what struck her most forcibly, in the relation =

Association were established.

ds in a fairly good state of repair, on
King Street_East, Chaham, but the education
 of the children of colored families is no
dependent upon private enterprise and
institutions. In’ equal standing with the
* children of the white population, with whom

Hﬂcnd High schools .of the province, and,

pay, according to their assessable property,
r ‘proportionate share of the school rate.

‘.,Juhh Henson continued a resident of Dresden
- o until his death.

" Josiah Henson' the leading and prominent
figure intimately connected with the rise and
fall of the Institution was born in slavery
- ‘at Charles County, Maryland, in. 1789. He
"‘- remained under bondage until shortly before

~ Residing a short time at Fort Erie he removed
f}bColchﬂer in the County of Essex in 1837,
?r . where he was instrumental in organizing a
ompcuy of colored voluntecrs, which tock
. part in the rising of that period. At the in-
 ception of the British and Amecrican
g _lMiluﬁon he was residing at Amherstburg,
" ‘but immediately after took up his abode at
Dresden, where he remained until his death.
< It is he, supposedly, whom Mrs. Stowe chose
for the hero of her remowned story, the
4 'Ullde Tom,’ of ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’.

he “Wilberforce Intitute building still |

they freely mix, they are educated in the .

" his arrival in Canada, about the year 1830, '

of his story was the Christian spirit lie mani-
fested as he spoke of the injuries he received,
where one might naturally look for vindiet-

ive anger and resentment. His burial place '
is at Dresden, a neglected and uncared for

cemetery, but where has been erected a fine

" monument to him by his family. -

Another refugee, who devoted himself to
the work of sheltering, protecting and
educating these run-away slaves, was Bishop
Hawkins of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
He is credited with having composed the
colored man's ‘National Anthem’, which
appeared in a Sandwich paper published by
Henry Bibb, The Voice of the Fugitive, a
popular song among fugitive slaves in the

days of the secret path, or underground rail- -‘-

which led them to freedom and

way,

- Canada.®*

* Although many of these colored refugees

“returned to the United States after slavery

had been banished from that country, yet a.

" goodly number remained. Raleigh, Dresden,

Chatham and Shrewsbury, have each their
quota and as domestic and farm helpers, they
occupy a useful place in the community. A
few of them follow farming on their own
account, owning their own farms, but most
of them are tradesmen and laborers. The
families scattered among the whites do better
that ihose huddled together in colonies. On
the ‘whole, it cannot but be said, that the
expenditure of time and money upon them
by their sympathizers in 1850 and afterwards-
has been amply  justified by the results.
There is a tendency amongst them to drift
cityward and southward, and, consequently,
every year sees a diminishing number of them .
remnining residents of the country and the
county.'

- e

NOTE—*For this information we are Ihdt.bl!:d 10 James Soutar s tAnnual R o

- —

b ga' Mol iy | ,.“ .WMMWM"

PN L. S ROUL AN, et

4

Ty

!

k.

3

k.

A

1

= ~



— ey s

- ——

m are extraots and references
from the fasts as recorded by the

'erend Mr. Hugh Cowan. : i
: ‘ 5

- Referring to the Underground Railway and
 of slaves he has the following to say: E

:- *,u $5v

~I}. i &
Wu refugees, had to be taken care of by the

,‘_; gevolent disposed, after they arrived hers or thoy-
L S

:onu be worse off in a state of freedom tm they L R
L TR SR '8
!gﬂ in a state of slavery. Associations e con-

- Wretohed and miserable, these holplou a.nd

?mnuy formed to render them this needed assist-
| ance, of whioh two, the Elgin Assooiation and the
‘British and Ameriocan Institute operated in the Couaty
of Kent. The former established the Buxton Settlement
fi'fhn‘TUMnship of Raleigh and the latter a coloay
m Industrial School in Camien Gore on the site where

] j !..;, The proteotion of the Laws of the land was
Ml like unto that of other persons. They were
muod to take up land and become permanent sett-
- lers in the Country. When they did so they were given
“{f} the franohise and allowed to send their children to

' the common schools or to have separate schools estab-

uﬁg} for them where strong prejudice existed against

x th.n'. o
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L ‘ The Duxton Settlemont was founded in 1049, |
 of hﬂ ia the Township of Raleigh was so=
by this Zlgln Assoolatioa froam the cmm |

‘ : end the orgunisation 61‘ the Coloay effeoted
‘usder the direction of Reverend Filllam Kings Withe

__ four years thore were four hundred refugees located
18 the Settloment end in 1057, 1t had & pojulation of
| eight hunired, Buxton Village wes wuilt oa the Liddle
y in the oeatre of the Settlemont, about twelve
*&ﬂ south of Chathame It grew rapldly. In 1864 it
i “.um a stean gristemill, a sawenill,, two poteabh

| two general stores, ome shoe shop, one
W‘h shop, one¢ wegdn chop and ome oooper nhnp-

Hw Outside of the loocal trade, it's prmmx

o o
...4

x«, mm the manufroture of staves and square
4 timber, both of whioh were exportesd extensively at
; tht’ from the County.

The British ond American Institute of Dresden,

(i - .*' organiged under the suspicies of somo phllamtbroplo

. l} gentleman, prisoipally British, for the purpose of prove
-:?.!_, 18ing emcaped slaves and coloured peoyle with ea ede

i i et sl i e
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 people of Canada with higher education,

 with Beadquarters in the Town of Chatham and the
;3 tions at Dresdea were ccasods

fﬂ, . The Wilberforce Institute btullding still

M dn a falrly good state of repair, oa Xing

m Fast, Chatham, Josial Hanson, the leading

ﬂ prominent ﬂmu'o intimately oconneoted with the

ﬂ.u and l’un of the Inetitution, was bora in

‘ w at Charles County, Uaryland, la 1789, Fe
aum under bondage uatil shortly before his
mzm in Canada, about the yoar 1830, Residing

At the ipoceptioa of the British aand Americen '
Ialu‘lnnoa. bo was residing at Acherstburg, but lone

~ ediately aftor, took up his abode at Dresden, where

he remained until his death. It is he, supposedly,

whom Mpe, Stowe ohose for the hero of her renowned
sbory, the Unole Tom of Unole Tom's Cabine It was

while she was visiting in Boston in 1850, that she

met him, and heard the story of his escape from slavery.
Her book was published in 1881eB2, (i Leurd

siupy of bls eoourd L2002 Cloverle

e e e PRI —— T R e

M Faa'l

WIESE L




I, "mﬂ. '!llbot. referring to his survey ot

g ‘

W' Road in 1830, weote, "At the time I i WA G
| |
| §

ﬂl Miadle Road surveyed, 1 did oot imstruot

1t through Harwich as the
for me by the

the re= l

ml Barwell to run
of the Township was locked up
of Crown ani Clergy reserves and

had bveen deeded many years to non-rutdonts.

1 bave oelphted it through Orford, Howard l
4 hhl.sh anl expeot during the oourse of the 5 s
pn&t year, to have 86 :
Iﬂﬂl the exception of Harw
mupl-«llma by the Clergy and Canada Companys 4
lu'uh has been and will continue tO pe & great ', |
in this part of the

exsrtions, end

ttlers on the whole land
i §

joh, which ocan only be ‘ |

\ anmuu to my labours
unless relieved by your e

i
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CHAPER XI.

PA‘RHAM E\ITS

b AND PARLIAMENARIANS
| 1792--1841

. FIRST INSTITUTION TO BE

SET UP IN

THE.

COUNTRY WAS THAT OF PARLIAMENTARY :
GOVERNMENT

AENTRY history for the

of Ontario dates from

of the Constitutional

BF] Act in 1791, which provided for
. uﬁm of representative bodies, to
on: Council and a Legis-
My for this province. The

ncil was to consist of not fewer than
' mor more than fifteen nember-, and

cpmw Simcoe on September 17th, 1792,
at Newark (now Niagara), the permanent
capital for the province not yet being chosen.
Honorable James Baby represented  this
;'ﬂl District in that Parliament as a
member of the Upper Chamber or Council,
‘and continued a member until the time of his

‘death in 1833. He was the son of Jacques
i of the Judges of Common
by Lord Dorchester in 1788,
f: h who died the following year. He had two
_ brothers, Jean Baptiste and Francis, the

former a member of the Legislature in 1792

AT i S e
The Session of this first parliament lasted.
five weeks and passed eight bills. The laws
of England were made the basis for the
government of the province. Trial by jury
was established. A law was passed for the
recovery of small .debts. Millers were re-
stricted to a toll of one bushel to every
twelve for milling and bolling. Provision
was made for one gaol in each of the four
districts, Detroit being the site chosen for the
erection of the one for the Western district.
In the next session, which was convened on
the 31st May, 1793, a bill for the abolition
of slavery in Upper Canada was enacted, and
thus paved the way for the work which was
done in the county in behalf of fugitive slaves
coming to this country from the United
States. These cover the chiefl matters legis-
lated upon during Governor Simcoe’s in-
cumbency of office which lasted from 1792 to
1796, when he returned to the Old Country
and was succeeded in office by Peter Hunter,

- Esq. appointed in 1799. During the mterul

the affairs of the province were
by Mr. Russell, senior member of the Legis-
lative Council.




" Thomas McCrae has the honor of being the
" first resident of the territorial district within

‘year. Mr. McCrae was one of the pioneers
of the Raleigh River Front, and is eredited
‘with having built the first brick house erected
in the county of Kent. He was the progenitor
of an influential family, of that name, many
of whom held important positions in the
history of the county and province.

McGregor was represcntative for three
S S A
i In the fourth Parliament, clected 1804,
27 .:: HoGreg?r represented Kent. He had
:*; 2 a Sandwich trader, but in the carly days

e l‘ﬂM‘ secured control of the Thomas
s ﬂaﬂhﬂin arm near Chatham, together with the
ey prml.egen on it, and other Dover
| as described m another chapter of this
':fuolmof He and his family maintained con-
et the milling business here for upwards

*t;“-:rsrl- - ]
L} - R TR S

=
Ae 5

o A

THE EARL OF DURHAM

John George Lambton, Earl of Durham,
was appointed Governor-General of
Canada, 1838-1839, to discover the causes
and remove the difficulties that led to the
Rebellion of 1837. His “Report on the
Affairs of British North America” iz one
of the most impartant of state documenis
on British Colonial government and ranks
him as one of the greatest of our Gaover-
sor-Generals. He was the father of
Responsible Government and the Uniou
Bill of 1840.

of hulf a century or more, building several
successive mills, and in other ways, lending
enterprise and capital towards the achieve.
ment of that development so creditable to the
early settlers of the county. His prominence
as a man of influence as well as of enterprise
is attested in that he held the seat for three

successive Parliaments. In 1817, Joshua

Cornwall, a United Empire Loyalist and a
pioneer of Camden, river front, was elected -

a representative for one Parliament followed
by James Gordon, an Amherstburg merchant
of good ability and wide popularity, who
subsequently was called 1o a seal in the
Legislative Couneil.

McD:-nld describes the weakncss and faulta
of those fisst attempts at govurnment.
The contestants for the scat in the tenth
Parliamcnt were two non-residents, William
Berezy, a Dutch merchant. of Amherstburg,

bt




th Lewis, a resident of Sandwich.
- '-tlnyurlm. Prior to this no great
est was taken in elections, the results
decided by local or personal considera-
, but in this election we have the first
ons of that agitation for necessary
which culminated in the ill-advised
ot to obtain them by foree of arms in
37. The first open champion for reform
~ was Robert Gourlay, a voluminous writer,
thom the party opposed to these reforms had
ntly, and probably, unjustly, put into
for so-called seditious utterances. The
conditions of the times which gave rise to the
llion is thus described by McDonald in
h historical sketch of this country.

of the Executive to arrogate to themselves the

~exclusive powers of government was distinctly
discerned by those who watched the current

v*’u-pusm of early society in Canada, loth

“As early as 1805, however, the disposition -

"Q_!‘Oplllnmdmuluuemqnby_

- PARLIAMENTS AND PARLIAMENTARIANS = o

which to better their matcrial .eondlliou in
their adopted home, evinced a predisposition,

~to form an ‘aristocracy’ where every circum- g
stance demanded a hroad demiocracy; they
had a weakness for what few remunerative

offices were at the disposal of the Government,
all of which soon became filled by this class
of individuals without regard to the fitness
of the incumbent, as the Executive Council
was also recruited from the same material;
and by holding themselves aloof from the
‘base-born common herd,’ and intermarrying
for a long -period, this class soon became a
distinct party of great influence in the land,
and, to quote the words of a Canadian his-

torian, ‘at length emerged into the full-blown,

famous Family Compact’.

The compound of educated arrogance grew
and waxed strong with the growth of the
Province, but it was not until the close of the
Anglo-American War of 1812-15 that their
influence upon the destinies of the country
became the subject of general alarm among
those whose labor was fast developing the
country. After the struggle alluded to, they
closed up their augmented ranks and grasped
the administrative reins with a firmer and
more determined hold, and soon developed
into an engine of oppression and arrogance
such as few other countries have ever had the
misfortune to be afflicted by. The provincial
purse was held by them, and the revenues
appropriated without regard to the Parlia-
ment. Their political friends monopolized
all places of profit under the Government,
and the functions which the Assembly was
supposed to be invested with were practically
annulled and suspended, owing to the disin-
clination (when no obligation existed) of the
Executive to act upon the advice or legisla-
tion of the popular House, except such
legislation chanced te suit their own
exigencies. Protests by the Assembly against
this arbitrary exercise of power proved un-
availing, and public interests, where they

clashed with those of the ‘rulers of statel, |

were quite ignored. -y Lt
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" Theories aside, however, the fact remains
%“Mmlhmudllwmnm

. of Parliamepts (some of which were uncere-
;My dissolved for the crime of enter-

W system, and eveatullly came to be
h"‘ as the Reform party.”

the above quotation, that the writer is

‘of those designated ‘Reformers’, the leaders
“of whom were clamoring for a change in the

,qrm-lbirstemm of the people,
‘%**-d certainly their chief one, was centred in
: hlnildiag of houses in which to dwell, and
e up of the lands to yield for them
48 "hm But as the population increased
'E{"-ll the affairs of government became more
.'-iulldled lad lynnmcnl their numbers

S BEITEE S SRSt~ SNt

"m their followers a majority of the
eitiu-hip of the country.

ol
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Th first miou of Party -lignmenu in
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d - In the County of Kent the agitation against
this state of affairs was not discernible until
Nhﬂomnludmg issue in other parts
"!ii Previnee. For many fears after the

e i g

(:ANAmm Acmvmm-n m'r coum.

_ mmlbmwnnolpplrenlmﬁmem

i candidate to represent the Reform party in -
Kent. This election was held at Chatham.

- kept open for a week at that time but later

~'ments’ which determined for them their
‘the powers that were) bechme very unpopulat p
.whl a large d- of the inhubiunu. who -
 went in unopposed at the next election in
B'ﬂlbethaapplrmttolho‘etudmg ‘
_ undoubtedly biased in favor of the viewpoint
method and manner of government then’

 prevailing in the province. At first, these
a very small fraction of the total

-’- va “-'-.-‘. -[-,.---

o -

. e 'Jw “ 8
here cither for or against the Government.
<The elections were conducted strictly with
regard to the personal merits of the mpectm b
candidates, i
Mr. Lewis was the first parlumeutaty""\ '

where all votes were received, the polls being

on kept open for only two days. Soutar
describes the polling booth as a grove of
maples on the river's bank, where was pro- |
vided at the.expense of the candidates or
their friends, barrels of liquid, the ‘argu- J

choice of a candidate and to which thel{
relectors had free access. In this way Mr. |
Berczy received his election in 1828, but !

1830. ¢ :‘

nlt“uloch two rqn'uuhthu from 1834 to |

In 1834, there was a redistribution of seats, .1
and the county of Kent became entitled to two
members. There were a great number of 3
candidates for parliamentary honors during
this and in the next following election in
1836 including such names as John Langford.
*of Zone; Neil McQuarrie, Harwich; Duncan
Warren, Morpeth; Samuel Smith, Ancaster;
Jantes O'Reilly, P. P. Lacroix, and Duncan
McGregor, Chatham; George Duck and
James Ruddle, Howard; William McCrae of
Raleigh, and Nathan ‘Cornwall of Camden. |
In both elections, 1834 and 1836, these
latter two' received the highest number of |
votes and were declared elected. Mr. Me- .
Crae was a son of Thomas McCrae, and Mr. -
Cornwall of Joshua Cornwall and both of
them therefore sons of former members of
Parliament for Kent, continuing as the’
representatives of Keny until the inauguration
of responsible government .and the union of
the two Canadas in 1841, at which time the
representation of Kent was again reduced to -

T

- ane




F

mew country. In this period there
established a constitution for Camada

Ehﬂ upom representative or responsible
%

. government, but this was not obtaincd until
. ot the end of a long period of struggle and

f:l:.' h “m.
. -" ke history of Parliamentary Government
g T England. " "

: In the ‘half century immediately preceding
. this period, 1791 until 1841, there was

! .F ~ parliamentary but not democratic government
- in Conada. In the primitive days of Great

Britain, all authority to rule was vested in
one man, the king. Whnhddeqldmy

ReL

e : 1
. AND PARLIAMENTARIANS
1841.1867

. THE FORMATIVE PERIOD IN THE HISTORY OF OUR

Wi POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS

Vi 'k X
;|':',npuiodmdiagfmthe ofhhpwetlomolher.thulpmwd
4 mz ’. . year 1841 to the year 1867 may under liim and responsible to him alond s
B rightly be called the formative * 1o the use he would make of this delegated
s, period in the history of our power. In the middle of the Eleventh
;r‘; " institutions, the ﬂ'"d'l period in  century, a number of representative men used |
‘ﬁ&;ﬂw‘:n- h -;‘;;moiolm to meet to “parley” with the king in matters-4
--Lv'.\w& or the. country, respect 10 {8 oongining to the rule of the country, and |
‘__"‘;,,Pld-“' and its material “'m" F'"_" hence our word ‘parliament”. At first it was
s, s being rapidly cleared, ndn:lnu voluntary with the sovercign whether or not
© established, roads built, foundations of cities, . .01 take the counsel of his subjects -
a8 m-lvmqulnd,npenodofupfnuo- expressed at these meetings, but gravfually
“:‘.lhnlopdmndhn?lbamm this advice began to be accompanied with the
P m"""""“"" I was befitting that the 3.4 that it be followed, until eventually |
. s Mbeplpnnihlh:!m the centre of authority shifted and the par- |
e » iy € tioms . ments stated what should be done and the |

sovercign saw that it was carried out. When *
one refused, as in the case of Charles k,
his refusal cost him his head. Thus partly *
through physical force, and partly through

considerations of expediency, the sovereigns -
of Great Britain surrendered their authority

to their parliaments and the government a['lt
the country became the responsible work of |
these parliaments. At first these parliaments
represented only the minds of onc class of
citizens, the land-owners and nobles, but in
the course of time the representative character |
efhnmaxﬂnﬂwidmed-npﬁldlelmuh)d

s part i their clection, and thus, bljeughl-;.‘

o |
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158 {‘ﬂym or democratic
of the country. : e

'uwdm&hnbm

: .']lﬁltm&eSmgnhretmmd
'y pﬂdbwddfgmmem—u
' ing executive head, holding office for
whose right to it is hereditary. In the

thmd&epuple and for a period of

1 , the great mass of Canadian people
~  desired no other than the continuance of the
_ British system. Patterned after this form
wg bave a Governor-General, appointed by
representing the sovereign of Great

Britdin; a Senate, corresponding to the House

of which are

for life; and, lastly, an clective
WS The provincial govern-
ment is patterned after this but without a

second chamber. There has been no con-
 trow lmodn!otllefonn ol govern-

E

| executive head of the government in England,
~ and in Canada through his representative, th:
~ governor-general, but the responsibility for
~ the goodness or badness of that rule, resis
_mot upon the executive head but upon the
pu‘lhlmm elected by the people. e
- acts only on their advice. Periodically, the
.' electorate choose their representaiives in
. parliament, and these have arbitrary powcr
. Jn the period intervening between on¢ clection
and another If the ruled are satisfied with
~ the m l.hey continue them in ofiice;

B e T
= 2 ForTL)
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States the executive head is elected
m.‘{nCuuh had to choose wh'lch'

‘sullrage.

if dissatisfied, they dismiss them, but llus

they cannot do wnil the parliamentary term -
has run its course. In the case of a reckless
government, the sovereign could dismiss the

ministry if he carried with him the concensus

of public opinion, but the inefficiency or 3
recklessness would have to be very glaring
before he would be able to carry with him a 3

universal public opinion. In an ideal state

the office should seek the man and there = |

should be no lack of men capable of measur-

ing up to the requirements of the office, but

in a democracy there is nothing to prevent
the sclf-assertive and the unscrupulous from

wrestling their way into the seats of the

mighty except the votes of the electorate. 1f

these should be favorable to them, they can

then take their methods and their spirit with

. them into the larger field of parliamentary
In that case we would still

opportunity.
have representative or responsible, but not
good, government, To say that a government

is  democratic is thercfore not to predicate

that it is good. The right and best will have

10 be seclected for representatives when the

time comes for their selection, for if the
clectorpte do not secure sane and efficient
men for their representatives, they will not
be able to insure for thémselves wise and
honest: government. 1f persons capable of
measuring up to the office are not to be had,
or, il avadable, the efectorate will not select
them 25 their representatives, the democracy
carnot insure for itsell a good government.

'l'he sovereign of the country is still thee “here is always lurking the dangerous pos< ;
gibility that the unfit may obtain a majority .

of votes especially in elections where there
arc more than two candidates. This danger

is incrensed under a system of umiversai © |
A hali-witted illiterate, whose vote

could be purchased for a dollar, has as much
power in sclecling 8 candidate as has the
sancst und most honorable person in the
vouniry.
wiark his "X, at the right place, and il he
cannot some oue will do it for him. and more
than that the sane and honest man cannot do.

= - ‘._—a-'_..-_-l-_ A i Ly e, -
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The illiterate has the power tu
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PARLTAMENTARIANS

JOSEPH WOODS
Member of Parliament 1841-47,

cerning the issues at stake. On account of
ﬁ possibility, there was a considerable

_»h a representative government and who
_ therefore hesitated to put so great a power
into the hands of a promiscuous democracy.
The landlords were not easily convinced that
they had no rights superior to their footmen,

~democracy has arisen above this danger.
H‘mﬁ presupposes a people cap-

- -n::”;“-i"

- Canada afforded to the opportunist a
~ field of activity which supplied him with a

"t'ﬂ harvest at every election. Apart from
“','-lhhlmm weakness pertaining to the demo-
eratic system, the country had problems of its
U‘UI increasing the difficulties of its govern-

lhrnomlnndﬁehld
activities of the

~ ment. Dilmofmmdreliglm.dh-
- ftinctions of classes and the rivalries and
~ sentiments arising from these, transformation

841-1861' : U

'h*l,*

in social conditions, human greed which
sought to capture for itsell the :miw
resources of the country—these and many
others gave rise to disuniting forces among
the electorate which made the rule of the
country that much more difficult.

Amu the lin‘unli:i.n: i’-&uu«s
government o country difficult,
first of all, the race question. i

Canada, at that time, was made up of two i

nations, speaking different languvages, each
with its own but opposing forms of the
Christian religion, as Lord Durham so aptly
put it in his Report, “iwo nations warring
with one another in the bosom of one state”.
The two peoples were accustomed also to
different forms of governmental institutions.
Parliamentary government had not made the
advance in France preceding this date that
it had in Great Britain. In Great Britain, it
was a product of the Eleventh century, but
in France, although the word ‘parliament’
was adopted into their language as early as
the twelfth century, there was not among the
French in Canada any form of parliamentary
government during the period of their
possession of it from 1608 to 1763. During
this period Canada was governed by the
absolute rule of a governor and council,
whose functions and authority were clearly
and carefully defined by the French king.
The people under him had no share, what-
ever, in their own government. They were
merely automatons to be moved and directed
according to the King's will, a system of
government in vogue among the French in
North America for over a century and a
half, which the British king, George the
Third, sought to impose only in part upon
his subjects in the colonies south of them,
which he not only failed to do, but lost his
colonies in the attempt. The two peoples

M 3
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mm!aufmwhid:wum
1 hrmdwmuwmm.
'French Revolution of 1789, found no
st in Canada. The settlements in
hmmmﬂlndlm:ndthe
Mhhoﬂm explorers and fur-
m or Christian missionaries. These
.Moumdfmmhkeor
" stream to another, from one Indian village to
.anlﬂmdmm
‘ than that of their own desires and will.
‘Afar off from the habitations of civilised
men, they were called upon to acknowledge
fealty to mo state, save the state of their
dreams, of the greatness of which every new
made a new discovery. Thele

- carried with them no glad memories of the
,."Hhhb.mfermduponlhem“by
the rule of democracy, as they reflected on
the bitter experiences which drove them from
- their homes in France and America to
establish for themselves new homes in the
~inhospitable wildernesses of Canada.

-

“Tand ot the waters of the Ottsws be:the

_ adoption of the Durham Report in 1840 and -

nppoinwdwrgpmunthuninllwgom

".'. )

Mll.r rule e the lnt form of W
mmlyymoll!ﬂlhhmllinw
did not provide any more favorable mlrﬁ
tion' for democratic rule than did the absolu
ism of the French regime. From 1763, whql ]
Canada passed over to the possession of the
British until 1791, the rule of the country was
entirely of a military character. The
governor was a military man and every
official under him belonged to the army. The
people were governed as a subjugated state |
and settlement of public questions were made
according to the terms dictated by these
military rulers. During the whole period of
the British regime up until 1841 the govern-
ment never lost entirely its military character.
The separation of Upper from Lower Canada
was not done in the interest of and with a
view to the establishment of a representative
government. It was an expediency that
sought by this method to get rid of the race
problem. Let the French have their own
country and their own laws, and we, British,
shall have ours also but apart from them,

dividing line between the two races. This
suggestion was accepted by the British
Parliament, and Governor Simcoe was sent
out to establish a new colony west of the
Ottawa. -

hm.?crlimnldlm'unutd-o- -
cratic.

BN T T et S G B T L

Simcoe began his rule by convening a
Parliament at Niagara. in the month of
September, 1792. But this parliament was
not in any sense a democratic or representa-
tive one, nor any that followed after until the-

schg s et b o

the establishment of a constitution based on
its recommendations. Indeed, under the cir-
cumstances, they could hardly be expected to
be, for there would have to be an electorate
and the division of the country into parlia-
mentary constituencies, before men could be




hﬁuhﬂhwmuppmmau of
colonial secretary representing the
. Parliament of Great Britain. The fourth,
0 bwwly. was supposed to be
dlmdbrnul represent the people. The
r r in which the members of this first
’.&“ received their appointment is so
w in obscurity that nothing can be
certainty in regard to it. That
lll any sense representalive of the
that is, that they were chosen by a

of the inhabitants of the country,
they were a voice in parliament
" the desires of these inhabitants,
" | .of this there is absolute certainty that they
. were not. Throughout the whole of this
. regime, 1791—1840, the rule of the country
- . still maintained a prominent autocratic or
- B military element, yet there was no dissatis-
B faction engendered at first by this fact. The
- B social relationships of these times were so

9' . dqlo that no complex form of government
K 5 - was required to adjust them. The matters
- i - for adjustment were no greater than what a
;;: I'nﬂp council would have to settle to-day.
3 ; mhmtoheenwedwmuumplenlhe

4 “'mﬂneietyforthebmeﬁlofwhnchtbey
["‘ were enacted. They consisted 'in such mat-
| e as the regulation of the height of the

‘mmmdthocluunceu,themoflhc
L’f, space permitted between the rails and later
',-‘f*lhdudthaplpwhmhm:ghtbenllowed
. torun at large. To protect the early settlers

ﬁn&-nuieamdduhomy of  their
- fellow countrymen, there were enactménts
mhhuhmofmu the millers

PARLIAMEN UANS 1a11- 1566 L T

* could take rmmm;éa.wmuhm‘,

. country began to improve and settle up, there -

L
grinding corn or sawing lumber. As the

were enactments in regard to roads and
echools to be placed on the stateu-book,
social relationships became more complex,
and the kind of Government which gbonld
rule the destinies of the country became a
matter of public discussion. The miliury
aspect of the government became more
noticeable, dissatisfaction with autocratic
rule arose, and an agitation was commenced
demanding that the Assembly, as representing
the people, should have a freer hand and a
larger place in the country’s government.
T be -nempl to impose C!d Country conditions

Cenada was the root cause of our

ﬁrsl political troubles.

Dissatisfaction was first stirred up in the :
country, by the attempt to transplant Old
Country conditions and impose them upon |
the people of Canada, although there was
here neither the soil nor the atmosphere
congenial 1o their growth. By the division.
of the country into two provinces, there was
a temporary reliel from the race problem as |
between the French and the British, but they §
could not by this means escape a rising feud
between the two branches of the British |
people themselves, the classes against the
masses, which showed itself first in the social
and afterwards in the political life of the
country. There was no opposition to the
rule of the government in Simcoe’s day,
although soldiers and gentry occupied a
prominent and took a leading place in it. If
there was any dissatisfaction it did not find
any expression in public, neither at that
period nor for some considerable time after-
ward. Yet the democratic spirit of the people
was plainly noticeable even at this early date.
“The spirit of the country is against half-pay |
officers, and in favor of men who dined with
their servants,” wrote Simcoe concerning
them in a letter written to Dundas, If then
when few in numbers this was chamc:eristicj
of them, it is not to be wondered at, that the




sed as the setilements
and The struggle
d by the autocratic spirit of
ocu'yhg government posts,
 and the Legislative Council, -
~of the governmont
me and officials were appointed
M were comprised of this class,
eir appointments given to them because
itary services rendered by them tosthe
m On the other hand, the
of the Legislative Assembly were
! Jqol those representing the masscs,
;*w could have no ill effect if both
ted harmoniously, but the Executive nml
mcil, studiously- ignoring the place which
‘Assembly should occupy in the govern.
 of the province, undertook to do-many
on their own initiative and authority;
th were not acceptable to the Assembly
to the masses of the people whom they
e supposed to represent. In this way an
: party rose up in Parliament,
as the Reform Party, whose main
in their platform was to curb the
of the Executive and the Legislative
the Crown's appointees, and to
that of the Legislative Assembly.

were numerous of men recciviug

blows from the autocratic rulers of
Council.

" HM that the spirit of the

country was democratic, the represeniatives
of the autocratic party would surrender none
their privileges, brook no interference
w their rule and suffer no criticism of
their public actions. Bariemus Ferguson,
_the proprietor of the Niagara Spectator, as
‘ as 1817, was fined £50, imprisoned for
_one year, and bound over to good behaviour
for another seven, for the ‘insertion of a
letter by Robert Gourlay, which found its
. way into his paper, and without his know-
ledge on one occasion when absent from his

h In 1828, Franc:s Collins, another

=

 retired noldicr. tlie
p mm of class

mowspaper man, in like manner, nan: ot
criticism of the government was fined £50.
“imprisoned for cighteen months, and n-qum-uf
in addition to give security for good heliavionr ;,l v
for three years more. The treatment accorded -

0 _Robert Gourlay and William Lyon Mac _i}

" Kenzie, are such well-remembered incidenis K

of common knowledge, that they requie no 4
furiher repetition. Like begets like. In iy
way there rose up a party in the counlry
who favored and counselled meeting physicat = 7 -
force with' physical force, culminating in ile
ill-advised  insurrection of 1837. ~ The
strength of militarism in the country can e
gauged from the ease and rapidity

wilh 3
which the uprising was crushed. ‘

Nomi'thhnding‘ tlu_v summary punishment of o
the insurvectionists of 1837, the agitaiicn
for Roform increased in intensity.

The rapidity and ease with which the
insurrection was, pul down was not, never- 4
theless, a true index of the strengih in
numbers of the advocates of Relorm. Oalv 3
a small percentage favored the violent
measures with which the radical element
sought to remedy existing evils and
bring about responsible government. Every
addition to the population of the ceuntry
districts increased their numbers though this
had at first no effect in weakening the
stranglehold which the Executive and Council
_had upon the government of the country.

~

he Highland Scotch were the huhbonl and’ ;
T strength of the Reform movement. g

Immigration from Scptland had by this 4
‘time assumed considerable -proportions, and
these, almost without excepiion, added to the ~ -
slrenzlh of the advocates of responsible or |
representative government; “Every vessel”,
wrote Colonel Talbot in 1831, brings Jots nr e
Highland Scoteh; many ol them possess the' |
means . of purchasing.”  This class of
settlers, educated and wellto-do, which-

Talbot rejoiced to see come into the counley .
not a class to

‘and purchase his lands, were
meekly submil lo arbitrary -rule. Hut there
/
-
it " i i i il
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r class of these Highland Scotch
rants, not well-to-do, but accustomed
_7~l“ fate and poverty in their
peland, and taught self-reliance in the
doing of it. The revival of religious and
‘secular _education, the experience.of which
ther passed through in Scotland, added
10 the g which they required to lift
to a higher destiny in this new land
that their cramped conditions in Scot-
that which their cramped conditions in
land could provide for them. These,
: themselves capable of self-govern-
. ment, and seeing the profligate manner in
B ow oh the public domain was handed out 10
_ favorites of government officials, became the
i b and leading spirits in. secking

" redress from existing evils. Although most
. of them were too law-abiding to countenance
b mﬂnyhd.mlheotherhand loo
keen a sense of justice to sympathize with or
' countenance the arbitrary methods with
* which the Family Compact sought to carry
* out colonial government. Though the insur-
" rection was soon crushed and those who took
. part in it, treated with that merciless cruelty
" which became the spirit of the times, yet
~ there were many quiet and determined folk
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J‘ on the back concessions, with growing in-
r[e_’_.  fluence, who were soon by more peaceable
g, ul»d- to obtian the substitution of
V. M‘n or responsible government for
. f ll'llilnry rule. The agitation was continucd.
e . The reformers of the day sought the ears of
.k  the British Parliament, who, compelled by
:‘ “m of the insurrection, to look into its
i' | cause, sent over Lord Durham to discover the
*

conditions which gave rise to the discontent
. of the times, and to suggest a remedy.

x be Report of Lord Durham, the Magn-
3 T Charta of Canadian liberty and 'ovezn.-‘

s @Y
'

=
A better choice for the undertaking, the

~ British Government could not have” made.

~ With painstaking care and impartial mind he

" gave himself unstintedly to the task, using

. every means at his disposal to become

J -41 *
gl g i,

® -

tlm-oughly -cqudnmd with the situation. 3
His discoveries and recommendations he

produced in reference to colonial government.

This Report was preserited to the British
Parliament in 1839, and in the year following
its suggestions were embodied in an Act of
the British Parliament which has become the

foundation strata, the first beginning of the

Constitution of Canadian Government.

L-ﬂ b“i:l._'. enumeration qf the Evils to be

Although Lord Durham discovered the
lack of responsible rule as the first and
greatest evil from which the country suffered,
yet he found other major evils associated
with or rising out of this one. Among these
was the reckless handling of Crown lands.
Thousands of acres werc constantly being
handed out as gifts to favorites and friends.
Although Governor Simcoe was also generous
in his grants these were always in view to
setilement of the country, not for speculative
purposes. One of his favorites was Thomas

Talbot, a Lieutenant in his own regiment _.:

and later a Colonel, who received large grants
in western Ontario. But Colonel Talbot
used thcse to develop settlement of the
country. His one great boast was, that he
settled more people, built more roads, and
helped more needy immigranis than any
other man in the couniry, and this estimate
of his service, no well-informed person to-
day will attempt to deny. He was the first
to introduce road-making as an aid to settle-
ment; the first to require settlement dutics
beforz obtaining patent-right to the land;
the first to introduce the block system of
settlement, a great aid to schools and road-
making. The government itself could do no
more to remove the disabilities of pioneer
life which were associated with the first
atteiapts at scttlement of the country than did
Colonel Talbot in that district where he
carried- on his land operations. In getting

e R~
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~ After Simcoe left the country, the affairs
- of the province were administered by Hon.
~ Peter Russell. “Had it depended upon
- Ruseell,” Governor Hunter, his successor
- wrote of him, “he would have granted lands
%o the Devil and his family (as good
- loyalists) provided they could have paid the
fees”. From that time forward, the evil
- complained of, continued unabated, and -
. 'Mnmmmonbulnmncimin'
',llhm,lhomootofthunhndm
- William Berezy, & Dutch Tory, received a

. 1792 and the coming of Lord

- with.no uncertain, language.

Loyalists. Of the eight millions
given away by the Crown between,

the amount handed out for speculative pur-
poses, it will be seen that consideration for
the bona fide settler on the land found little |
place in the minds of those handling the | -
Crown lands in the first half century of the
province’s history. Loyalists, Dutch Tories .
and soldiers were the chief beneficiaries of

the scheme. LordDurham;tuekedthioevil'j

o

Th m foist an Established Church
Associated closely with this evil was an- .
other which later received the name of state-
churchism. In England, as also in Scotland, |
there was an Established Church, and one °
also before the Revolution in France. In !
respect to these Old Country conditions there
was an attempt to foist an Established Church |
upon Canada. The apostle of a state church, |
and that the English, in Upper Canada, was .
Bishop Strachan of Toronto. The apostles
supporting a state church, and that the
Roman Catholic, in Lower Canada, were the {
refugee priests who came to escape persecu-
tion, perhaps assassination, at the hands of
the revolutionists of 1789. It was suggested
that for the support of the clergy there
should be set aside an endowment of one-
seventh of all the land of the country. To
this the ruling element agreed. The with-
holding of so much land as this from ;|

PPN




was in itself a great
evil, but there were other features of it that

o
-,

;
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;
|

AI

complete separation of
the state. Thus the Clergy
question became more than a land
lem. It became the subject of a bitter
controversy kept up for many
'+ decades in the country.

Rm Government suggested as the
for existin
. ; '?‘.‘1 g evils and the removal
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federal government. There were other sug- -
gestions embodied in the Act of Union but
these two were the most prominent features =
‘and the most important enactments of the
Bill. The putting of a law on the statute
book is one thing—but the observance of it is

quite another. It took twenty five years of

agitation' and development before the prin- |

ciples embodied in the Report had become a |
part of the working constitution of the

country. In this period there were eight

parliaments and Kent county represented in -

them by six different members. These were
Joseph Woods, Malcolm Cameron, George
Brown, Edwin Larwill and Archibald Me-

" Kellar. Hon. S. B. Harrison was elected for

the second parliament, 1844, but was
appointed a Judge immediately after the
‘election and resigned before taking his seat.

For this reason, |t would hardly be

accurale to chronicle him a member, although
it is to be regretted that a statesman, who was
the father of our Munigipal system of govern-
ment and the sponsor of the School Bill of
1841, did not have further opportunity to
distinguish himself in the arena of politics
before quitting “for that quieter but less

important position in the Surrogate Court of

the Home District.

In the bye-election the defeated candidate,
Joseph Woods, was re-elected and thus sat
for the first two parliaments in the Union
Government.

.
-

oseph Woods was the first representative of
| Kent in this period.

Joseph Woods was a resident of Chatham, -

a brother of Judge R. S. Woods, the author
of Harrison Hall.

Sandwich, Essex county, was one of the first

lawyers of that place. As Selicitor for

Lord Selkirk, he had the oversight of this
gentleman's properties in Ontario, and after

the reverses which befel him, James Woods .
got possession of that portion of his ﬂllch

— s
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Their father, James '
Woods, a well-known solicitor practising at
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now | North Chatham and which brother”, wrote Judge R. S.'Woods in giving -
ter were surveyed into town lots and added a contemporary account of the election. |
, the corp of Chatham. - “The constituency consisted of twenty town-

~ Joseph was his second son. He was born  ships extending from Rochester to Bosanquet,
st Sandwich in 1808 and was among the first a distance of one hundred and thirty miles
 students in the first Grammar School of the with only one polling place and that in
Western District, established at Sandwich Chatham. The long winter had just broken

~ because it was then the district town. After up and the streams were flooded and the
 his education he entered into business as a bridges carried away. This was the last
~ Jumberman erecting a saw-mill, first at Puce, election under the old law when ihe polling
Essex county, and then another in 1835 at began by open vote at nine o'clock on -
: as never married. Monday moming until—twelve o'clock on
of the 14th  Saturday night.” All the government office
and on the breaking holders throughout the Western District, in-
the rebellion in 1837 he was deputed cluding Sher'fi Mercer, a personal friend of
he took a Joseph Woods, were required to attend at

all the activities centred Chatham and vote for Harrison, without |
- at that point. of regard to their personal or political
' cavalry which was afterwards known as preferences. Parliamentary government had
Grant’s troop, in-  yet a long way to travel from the standard of

s Ameri-  those days before its rule could be accounted
. can sympathizers of Mackenzie and took part ~ pure as well as responsible. “When the |
of those of them sentenced  results of this election were announced at
summary death by Colonel Prince, parti- three o'clock on Sunday morning, Joseph
in the capture of the schooner =~ Woods was declared elected by a majority of
~ Ann at Malden. forty three votes, nl’terwbichtbaewur}
4 3 celebration befitting the times in which the
the conveniences supplied for taking - clements of Sabbath quiet and sobriety did |
' the vots in & 130-mile wide tervitory.  not enter. At the close of this parliament, *
Four years after this event, when the first theaemommwmngdnlhoca’ndiduu.J
" elections under the Union Act took place, he this time Joseph Woods suffering defeat, but |
.. . was chosen as the candidate of the extreme - as Hon. S. B. Harrison was shortly after-
 wing of the Tories, himself being one of wards appointed a judge, he resigned with- §-
. the most uncompromising of them. This out taking his seat and Mr. Woods was given
- election assumed unexpected prominence by a second term by acclamation.
; the entrance into the field of S. B. Harrison,
© the provincial secretary of the first cabinet [H °g Melcolm, Cameron of Sorm ire.
The second representation of the county, in
A SITISNLT i U
~ tinguished candidate, but Colonel Woods, ) 3
s " was a Tory of the old school and backed by Dolding of the scat by Hon. 5. B. Harrison, 4
~ a numerous following, no amount of allure. Was Malcolm Camonen, . g0 ol'.the Cll:;
ments or government solicitations could Crit party. The members °f e M‘ L
induce him to withdraw from the contest. not yet aligned themselves 1560 Do dx'stmct-.l
“Although there were several candidates in P“ﬁ“v‘hi"uhmwm??n'msm:,
. the field all retired in his favor except my product oflm"h"‘dmm[tm
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government which accepted this solution and

when the question of the federal union of
the provinces first came up, John A. Mac-
. Donald, afterwards Sir John A., took an
~ uncompromising attitude of antagonism to-
~ wards it, yet afterwards, forced by the logic

~ of events, he was leader of the government
through which it became an Act of Parlia-
- ment. Sir Allan McNab was at first a bitter

‘opponent to the solution of the Clergy
Reserve problem by transferring the income
from these lands to the support of education
igstead of religion, yet he, too, headed the

! **Mrs. C. J. Nisbet.
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passed the statute for their secularization.
Thedaywhenmbuinppomdpmig,

5

inupoctiuoflhdr'mhdmyd'rl
arrived. .

alcolm Cameron achieved promj-
M nence through odf-ul:kdv’.h“ﬂ:{.
Malcolm Cameron was the son of a
Highland soldier, who came with his regiment
to Canada in 1806. After the disbandment
of this regiment in 1816, he located at Perth
in the Ottawa district as a tavern-keeper.
Malcolm, who was born at Three Rivers,
Quebec, was then eight years of age, and his

mother, a noble-souled woman who realized

the menace to her children’s welfare which
the hotel-keeping of her husband created,

began early to cast about for some way by

means of which she would enable them to
escape it. At twelve years of age she had

‘Malcolm apprenticed to a farmer on the

Mississippi, but this place he greatly disliked
and ran away from it at the end of threo
years. But while he did not fall in line with
his mother in the choice of a place of

_employment for him, he seems to have

responded loyally and nobly to the moral
spiritual training she gave him: A contem-

porary writer informs us, that throughout his

whole life he was specially prominent as an
advocate of the temperance cause to which
he freely devoted time, influence and money,
and that he gave free sites for the building
of churches in Sarnia, not only to the
Presbyterians, the religious body to which his
mother belonged, but to the Methodist people
as well, and this several years before he
became their representative in parliament or
thought of becoming one.** When, at
fifteen, he struck out for himself, it was first
as a stableboy in Montreal and then as a
clerk in a distillery by means of which he
worked his way up to young manhood. In
the meantime he purchased books, and

obtained by an industrious study of them, as 3

pigiaie? ‘..;-:J. L:h:l
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About this time, 1835, he purchased one

) acres of land on the St. Clair river,
 adjoining that of a soldier-settler, Richard
“;;MVHQI. a place where was then the

' beginning of a village called “The Rapids,”
~ but since This land he had

was full of fun and had a great stock of
on every occasion and was

~ altogether a very popular man”.** This
« personal description by the same writer, adds

. something of human interest to the record of
At this time Lambton had not been
. separated as a distinct county from Kent, and
~ Mr. Cameron was still the representative of
- 'hhfomhmouuﬁguency.lmuk But
f,hlﬂﬂ,hmdthecouﬁtumcyof
Kent with Captain Joseph Woods of Chatham,
- and succeeded in winning out against him.
At the close of that parliament, 1851, he
became a candidate in Huron county, that
lerritory, also, at one time a part of Kent,
and was elected. In 1854, Lambton, the place
of his domicile, was separated from Kent and

**Mrs. C. J. Nisbet.
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made an independent constituency, and from
that time forth Malcolm Cameron’s name

ceased 1o be associated with
history of Kent.

Prlhmt »nd hohm“m of

the political

AHWWMMHLM"

fepresents him as a man of strong individ-
uality, as many of the men of that day, fight-
ing ‘their way up to.achievement, were. “In
the parliament and upon the hustings he
opposed oligarchy, favouritism, and cor-
ruption, advocated responsible government,
and declared loudly for separation of church
and state. He was instrumental in the
passage of much useful legislation, and
strenuously advocated the abolition of

imprisonment for debt. In public life he
always kept his hands pure.”® During the

years in which he was a parliamentary
representative, he was, at different times,
Assistant Commissioner of Public Work, a
president of the Executive Council, Minister
of Agriculture, and Postmaster General. In

1862, he acted as agent for the inhabitants '

of British Columbia, in carrying to the Home
Government a petition setting forth the
grievances . under which they labored and
praying for’responsible government.

His business career was marked by daring

initiative and courageous enterprise, yet, of
his many vVentures not all of them were
successful, In Sarnia

added a grist-mill. In addition he was &

large owner of lake vessels. which “he .

operated in connection with his lumber
business. So extensively did he carry on this
enterprise, that in one particular year, one-
‘sixth of all the oak timber shipped from

Canada to Great Britain was shipped by him =
from Lambton county. But he*spent too
much time on politics to make a successful

b me 21

he established a
general store, built the second saw-mill in.
the history of the hamlet to which later he
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HON. GEORGE BROWN ;
R . Member of Parliament for Kent County )
' 1851—1854

- achievement in both fields and although his
~ life was characterized by strenuous activity,
. be died in 1876 “leaving little behind save
!& an irreproachable name.”

Th distinguished Honorable George Brown
~ began his parliamentary career as repre-
¥ sentative of Kent county.

-~ At the general election in 1851, Mr.
Cameron having selected Huron county as
his next place of candidature, the Reformers
of Kent, sent a petition to George Brown, the
~ teditor and proprietor of the Toronto Globe
\ asking him to become their candidate. Mr.
 Brown was a native of Alloa, in the neigh-
borhood of Edinburgh, Scotland, where he
Fis was born in 1818. He was the son of Peter
Brown, a Lowlander, but his mother was a
Highlander, a daughter of George MacKenzie,
of the isle of Lewis. Unlike Malcolm
Cameron and many others of that period who

-

had to obtain an education through their owm
indomitable pluck and assertiveness, George
Brown's education was well looked after by
his parents in the schools and colleges of
Edinburgh. This training added to his{
native gifts, with which he was generously

endowed, provided for him the equipment by

means of which he became one of the greatest

of Canadian statesmen in this formative

period of its constitutional history. His
father, meeting with business reverses in
Edinburgh, removed with his family to New |
York in 1838. Here they established a paper
—the British Chronicle—but in 1843 they
came to Toronto and established first the |
Banner, and a year afterwards, 1844, the
Globe. The Globe was started in the interest -
of the Reformers, the party advocating the
establishment of responsible government in.

the rule of the country. It was ably and !
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Jessly edited from the first and continued
grow in circulation and influence through-

o

the whole period during which Brown

e tadl
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eorge Brown was first connected with Kent
as a farmer and the founder of the town
it of Bothwell.

TRrT e
™ &

petition, inviting him to become a

was very largely signed, and con-
tained the names of Alexander MacKenzie,

afterwards Prime Minister of Canada, and
. Archibald McKellar, the chairman of the
" committee inviting him. A link of connection
~ with the county had been established by Mr.
~ Brown previous to this time, of which he
" makes mention in a private letter sent to the
. - secretary some time previous to the conven-
. tion that nominated him.
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am very much indebted to
y other friends for your kindness. |
) . answer to your question.
. giv ! There is no constituency | would feel so grati-
K fied to represent, were | in parliament, as Kent.
1 bave many friends in it, it is a large rising

r"m‘wo of much improvement, anl
i a good field for an energetic repre-
. sentative; and moreover, | own some seven or
B eight hundred acres of valuable land in it."
¢ The possession- of this land was through
. purchase of a block of the Moravian Indian
i ion, which had been obtained back
L by the Government, and surveyed into the
~ township of Zone. Mr. Brown's lands were
- heavily timbered with walnut, hickory, maple,
and other valuable kinds, which were suited
to supply timber for furniture making. A
. part of this land he surveyed into a town
" plot, and named it Bothwell, erected there
. two saw-mills and a furniture factory em-
. ploying thirty hands, expert tradesmen whom
.. he brought over from Scotland for this work.
b The timber, not suited for lumber, he had
- chopped into cordwood and sold to the
newly-built railway now passing through his
town plot. The land thus denuded of its
wood he devoted to agriculture which he
seemed to have carried on quite cxtensively.
-In midsummer of 1863 he wrote to his home
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a letter describing his hol
this farm:

“I have been very busy in the fields these ‘3
dan-—luﬂl at work from six o'clock httz:'
morning until ten at nivht, examining the crops,

stock and the buildings—planning new
operations, arronging the Fall work, sottling
with the hands, and meoking up the books, Lots
to do. I covld spand a fortnizht here wvery
profitably. Everything is lookiny well The
€rops are very gocd—never ro gond hefore; and
the cattle are all in excellent condition. You -
would be delighted with a hard of 52 calves in
one field—beautiful smooth econts, clogant
shapes, and as lively as crickets. It will do some
damage to the hay, and a vast doal of rood to
the corn, roots, 2nd peas. | have 350 tens of
hay secured in boautiful order, and thers is any
quantity to come yet.” L

All of these businesses he carried on under
the managership of John Taylor, who because
of that became the first mayor of Bothwell,
made a town by special act of parliament in

1866.
is possessicns sold to oil-boom spaculators in

HIIGS.

But before this, Brown began to withdraw
from his activities at this place. When the
oil boom started he sold out his interests to'
the ‘Bothwell Land and Petroleum Company’.

"It docs pain me somowhat to part with
DBothwell,” he wrote aficer the sale of his poses-
sions theve. “l fecl a blank. It suppiied rclaxa-
tion when | wanted to esczpe from the pressura’ 4
of thought about thinzs eround ma. 1 believe. -
thinking of Bothweil has bLeen of cicential
cervice to my mind, and the working it cut was’
mozt enjoyable. 1 cou'd readily to-morrow,
without rezret or hesitstion, give up pol{hci'
end the press and go on a large farm. m;;h:
tire of it, of course, but I den't think | would.

From all this we can see that Brown’s’
relationship to Kent county was more than
that of a politician. A pioneer adventurer
in the realm of farming, he found in this’
occupation, a recreation and frecedom from
the strenuous life of journalism and polities
which crowded every moment of his working
hours. The eight hundred -acres which com-
prised his land holdings when he first became
its parliamentary representative, incrcased
until it had become an estate of four thousand
acres. When it passed out of -his possession,
it was turnéd into a commons,-and the scene

il

iday operations on
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~ still in the prime of his life.
* thirty-three when elected member for Kent.
* The great achicvements of his life had been
- accomplished. The Globe was firmly es-

i
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. aspirations became the

lots
hand to hand ot constantly
and persons who bought {rom
whom | never
are coming in avery
they owe and veady (o

and stores and churches runming
by magic. People are
stables, and paying any
And if another good weil
to flow soon, the eucite-
As it is, the strecls

% and money is lyin~
fifth part of a lot 1

for $200 was sold to-day

* Dresden convention of reformers induces

him to become their candidate in the ’

general election of 1851.

At this period in his career, Mr. Brown was
He was but

tablished, the political measures which he

. sponsored were settled, federal union was
~ mow taking place. It remained now to hold
. that which had been obtained.

It would
seem then, that a link of connection between
him and Keat was continued during the

. ‘whole period of his achieving years, though
. he represented it but for one parliament.

The conventioni which tendered him the
candidature was held at Dresden, in the last
week of September, 1851. Mr. Brown's
y was written October 2nd.

“My Dear Sir,~l duly received your letter
the result of the Dresden Conven-
which, | assure you, very much surprised
I had not the least expectation of such a
I am much obliged to you and other
for your exertions in my favour. With
I received a lett~r from %' e Hies
I had no friends there, that I had not the
of a chance, that some prominent re-

Agaimnst me; v cews Wl
ics will to a man go against me.
Of course 1 take all this cum grano, but | am the
man to divide the party interest. 1 have

no. personal object to gratify in the matter, and

.'l‘!

£ Ei
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{ his agricultural , _

centre of one of the greatest oil-booms and
‘land speculations ever known in the history

of ¢ Of this boom he wrote on

i et Sl .committee, of ecourse, know the coun

idea what a stir thove is -

NS, 1841.1367 * g

0
unless the clectors gensrally want ms, | mm
nbl{ them. ready

you 1 do not want to tro

to do anylhing for the caase, but 1 am
con be botter employed here, fiving away
Globe ‘end porhaps affecting teveral counti
then canvasaing Kent with a divided

party supe

porting me. 1 am entirely in your hands. Your

could nst ba decsived as to public loolfnzt:a
subjact. Unlezs all go with the movement
would be wrens 1o proceed; wreng in any one,
but doully wrong in ms, whs must preach

ra’n ¢ otheys meny times ere tha clecticns
are over.”

Notwithstanding that Mr. Brown saw the
need of union among the Reformers, that

political condition was not to prevail during :

this election.
tion (the Huicks-Morin) thenin power. When
at his solicitation,” Mr. Brown refused to
promise this administration his support, be-
cause he said he had no faith that they would
carry out their promise of reforms which the

~country nceded, Mr, Cameron prevailed on -
Mr. Arthur Rankin of Sandwich to become a

candidate. Mr. Edwin Larwell of Chatham
had already been nominated by the Conser-
vatives and il was presumed that by this
movement Mr. Brown would be defeated and
Mr. Larwell elected.: But Mr. Brown by his
earnest eloquence made so favourable im-
pression whercver he went that he was elected
with a considerable plurality.

Stﬂmg individualism compe!s him to blaze out

a path of his own.

In his candidature, Mr. Brown clearly set

forth the political measures which he ad-
vocated.
sponsible government, equality in religion
and the complete separation of church and
state, the secularisation of the clergy reserves
and their devotion to education, representa-
tion by population, and finally, federal union
which would make provision for a separate
government for each province dealing with
matters of its own local affairs with a joint
authority to take care of matters in which
both were mutually concerned. To these may
be added his advocacy of purity in politics.

Mr. Brown's career was marked by a -

Mr. Malcolm Cameron was at ¢

oA

There were five major ones—re- -
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. There was then mno fixity in
or of methods. This trait of

;-; opinions
.} character, needed then for a successful career,
. would, carried to the same extreme to-day,
" have made it impossible for him to obtain a

" B no matter how politically expedient it might
B be, but he would separate from parties and
_ friends, if necessary, to obtain their realisa-
. tion. In consequence a steady stream ot
. antagonisms and estrangements followed him
" continuously throughout his whole political
: Had there been a little more elasti-
B city in his nature he doubtless would have
| got further ahead personally and the
" measures which he advocated would have
. been just as fully and expeditiously realised.
. But he was born for the times and in the exer-
£ cise of his great gifts by indefatigable labours
" e has placed our country in the position of an
~ undischarged obligation to him for his ser-
"_ vices. Durham, Sydenham, Elgin and Brown,
. these are the outstanding four whose labours
* have secured for Canada its constitution.
. Yet the political road which he travelled
{  was anything but smooth. His views of
. relationship of the state to the church
[ brought him the antagonism of both the
. Anglican and Roman Catholic churches; the
one because he opposed the claims for
- superiority lndprrnlege set forth by Bishop
. Strachan of Toronto; the other, because he
opposed the establishment of Separate

- schools in either Quebec or Ontaria. For the
'
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same reason he estranged from him the |
reformers who belonged to the Established
Church of Scotland. Religion he considered
a sphere in which the state had nothing 1o |

do, and as the state should not interfere with
any man's religion, so no religion should
come to the state begging for either favors or

privileges. Freedom for all and favors for .|
none—to this principle, he insisted, the state |

-

saould rigidly adhere. ¥
In regard to the race problem, he was
placed in a false light, because of his
rigid adherence to these other political
measures. In regard to the French he re-
ceived less than justice at the hands of these
people. When he went to parliament as
Kent's representative, it was meeting at
Quebec, and he found himself compelled to
face there an atmosphere anything but
friendly., He was dubbed.anti-French, and

anti-Catholic, though the mistrust at that .
time, so prevalent among the British to- j

wards the French, and which looked -
upon the giving of self-government to .

them as the handing over the rule of -
the country to traitors and rebels, was not |

shared by Mr. Brown. This feeling against '
him was increased by his advocacy of repre-

sentation by population, which would give

Ontario, now that its population had 30
rapidly increased, a larger number of mem- -
bers than Quebec. So mutual was the mis-
trust of the times that the French looked
upon this measurc as but an opportunity, to
place Quebec under the heel of a British
tyranny, although Mr. Brown’s aim was that
of a noble mind which sought equal justice

and equal privilege for all classes and con+

ditions of the country’s diverse population.

The same inflexible adherence 1o the
measures he espoused compelled him to go
in opposition many times against his own

political party. “Wrong legislation, which

created new abuses, and the want of legi?
ones,” this, his 1.
apologists tell us, accounts for eve&y desery |

lation to remove old
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 political career gives us prolific examples.

, N

Rﬂ' of George Browa's parliamentary
carcer.

~ His life's work has been differently esti-
. mated. While one points him out to have
 been “a great popular advocate” who “left
¢ F  his mark in ineffaceable lines on the history
" B of his adopted country”,* by another he has
' been_described as “impulsive, imprudent,
-~ often lacking in sane statesmanship, and
. once or twice in nice honour”, ** By the
. same writer he has been charged with “im-
. practicability and lack of restraint”.
" Yet, notwithstanding anything that can
~ be said against him, he stood in point of
~ ability, high-minded purpose, and sanity of
. aim, head and shoulders above any of the
* other Canadian leaders of his time.

S R

Baldwin, in single-minded sincerity, stood *
in ability to make compromises, -

; ‘T_: his equal;
superior;
down below Brown's level.
‘since the
battle to

but in tenacity of purpose fell
And_after
race is not to the swift, nor
the strong’ endurance alone
reaches the goal of success Kent can look
P back with appreciative remembrance to the
[ one term in"which Brown battled for them,
. as their representative in the Union Parlia-
. - meni, for the establishment of a truly repre-
| sentative and responsible government, and
5 " thus paved the way for his greater victory in
{ . 1864.7, when was consummated the Feder-
~ ation and the establishment of the constitu-
tion of which we, to-day, have such good
reason to be proud.

FETF

e I dwin Larwell of Chatham succeeds as the
L : fourth representative.
At the close of this parliamentary term,
. 1854, Lambton was separated from Kent and
.. became a separate constituency, and Mr.
Brown accepted from the Lambton reformers
their invitation to become their candidate.
This brought to a close his parliamentary

*Mackenzie. **Morrison.

" tion from the reform party of which hiss. connection with Kent but not with his busi-

o5
ness interests at Bothwell, which, as we have
seen, were continued for twelve years longer.
A new member had now to be found for
Kent and this gave Edwin Larwell of °
Chatham another opportunity to come before
the electors, this time to receive a favorable {
verdict. Mr. Larwell represented the Tory

party, and in the preceding, election, with
three reformers in the field, Brown, Rankin
and Wilkes, the presumption was, that he °
and not Mr. Brown, would be the successful
candidate. But Lambton was almost unani- |
mously on the side of the Clobe’s able ;
editor, and Mr. Larwell had to be content

with a second place among the four candi- § . |
dates. Kent was considered at this time to be i‘
mainly conservative, but like all other §
constituencies in the province, the number of j

its inhabitants was increasing and the politi-

cal complexion changed accordingly. At the

election of 1854, Mr. Larwell was early |
nominated and, in fact, he kept a friendly eye |
on the constituency during the time that in-

tervened from the last election when he was

defeated by Mr. Brown. In addition, there
was considerable delay in getting matters
adjusted among the reformers it being sup-
posed that Mr. Brown would again contest :
Kent, leaving the Lambton field to Hon.
Malcolm Cameron, then Postmaster-General
in the Hincks-Morin administration. But at 17 ‘
the solicitation of his Lambton friends he ;
contested Lambton with Mr. Cameron and
defcated him by a majority of 200. #

en. Archibald McKellar begins a ten years” ¢
representation at the general election of 4
1857.

{

The delay caused by Mr. Brown's withe
drawal from Kent prevented the reform
parly’s nominee, Mr. Archibald McKellar, |
to make that preparation for the election that
was necessary for the defeat of Mr. Larwell,
and, in fact, the dissatisfaction among the |
reformers with the Hincks-Morin adminstra- |

o
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what Mr. McKellar failed to
succeeded in doing in the next
_ general election in 1857, and continued from
~ that time until the end of the Union Parlia-
_ r_'fh be the representative for Kent
The McKellar family became a very
family of the County of
Archibald McKellar, was the eldest
of Peter McKellar and Flora McNab,
came to Canada from Inverary,
Scotland, in 1817, when Archi-
bald was but an infant child, one year old.
~ They settled first in Aldborough, Elgin
~ County, but in 1837, they removed to a farm
_-._"‘,.z they purchased in the township of
Raleigh, Kent County, three miles west of
the town of Chatham, on the banks of the
River Thames. Archibald was educated, first
“in the public schools in the township of
Aldborough, then at Geneva, New York, and

; at the High School at Niagara

~ taught by Dr. Whitelaw. Qn leaving schocl
- he went to the farm, and settled there with

*George MacLean Rose,

i ol

His career as a member of parliament
has been marked by singular success. In the
first election in which he took part, it was
as a supporter of Joseph Woods, an ultra-
Tory, but this allegiance was changed at the.
next election to the support of the Honorable
S. B. Harrison, also a Tory. He was chair-
man of the convention that invited Georze
Brown to become a candidate in 1851, and
from that time forward including his ten
years' representation in the Union Parlia-
ment, he was a consistent follower and sep-
porier of the policies and measures for which
the party, represented by the Honorable
George Brown stood. His success, however,
was chiefly attained in the provincial ficld
where he represented Bothwell 1867 to 1875,
In the Union Parliament, his name is aseo-
ciated with one unique, though not an im-
pertant  event, which brought him into
universal notice. On one occasion, speaking
against time, for party exigencies, le
souglt to equal the French in their loyalty
to their mother tonzue, and addresscd the
house, much to the amusement of ils mem-
bors, in the Gaelic languagze, the first and
doubtless the last time in which this language
competed with the other two for a place in
the parliamentary records. The political
wmeasures for which he receives honorabic
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B Yn L wery eONCES 1 Mbﬁd spointed "*pm'ndll
oo of b m‘ ;le was ) A sherill "'”w“?'?‘“"“' and his som to ""
Tof Be DOSTH _m&clmhwunlh
- reclaiming hundreds In the federal field, he was defeated in
e ."_"‘ "',; waste land; and 1o ald 1867 by Rufus Stepheneon, when he turned
oublic to have this work done as his attention to Bothwell, and which e TePPZ.
',q,odhlﬂbhd.whﬂchew» sented as stated above {xom 1867 to 1875
Jommissic “m“w"""""““"""‘" Hethmwuappoin!edthegbeﬁﬂo(Wm-
"W'Mmmo‘ e o worth, and moved 10
00,000 mﬂﬂd o i BN A R ] Hamilton where he con-
« drainage muni- : L s N - | tinued to live the rest of
bearing ; ’/’K s s his days. During the last
at 5 per cenl, £ Rl Sk four years of his political
! giving the public (kS del P £y career, he was a member
money at a lower rate AP ,/ A of the Government, both
than they could et it (e e \ in the Blake and Mowat
clsewhere, and @t 2 N 9 (e g administrations, as
_nnnd-emrinuoﬂ:e i 8 A | missioner of Public
Government the highest i ,K : Works, and Minister of
interest obtainable | 4 s B Agriculture and Immigra-
- from the banks and { ‘\,_ = 4 tion, and afterwards as
I“jﬂIlhipal debentures, | g Provincial Secretary
f‘_*ﬂ w there is no : N 3 He was married 0
 better or safer gecurity. | K 1836 1o Lucy McNab, his
It was during Mr. Me l ‘ second cousin, 10 whom
Kellar's term of office, as ! ' he had nine children,
~ Minister of jculture, — 1  four sons and five daugh-
 that the Ontario College RUFUS STEPHENSON s, Tiia oldent 808
Agriculture, which is 1835—1901. Peter D. McKellar was &
now proving of so much Member of Parliament well-known registrar © y
| 9 e, QoNRTYy rm.l.‘:t_-lr‘g Planet” B
~ was cllnblhhed at :m-lm . In the third P“iod
~ Guelph. He ca rried Mayor of Chatham of our parliamentary
Parliament the 1865—1867. history, from Confedera-
Charter for the Southern Railway, extending tion until the present time, we have had
- from the Niagara to the Detroit and St. Clair fourteen parliamenu including the on®
' rivers, and was quietly instrumental in ushered in by the general electior: of 1925.
g ‘A raising up\uﬂb of $30,000 by way of - In this period eight different 0(‘
bonuses in the southern counties to aid in parliament have represented the county ®
its construction. He also carried through  Kent Rufus Stephenso™ Henry Smyth,
 the Charter for the Erie and Huron Railway Archibald Campbell, George Stephens,
Company. This road extends from Rondeau Herbert Clements, Archibald B. N.lcCOIE._
~ harbor on Lake Erie and runs north through James Murdoch, Alexander D. Chaplim,
the towns of Blenheim, Chatham, Dresden James W. Rutherford- ’ s
and Wallaceburg, and then to the St. Clair Rufus Stephenson was bom 10 Spr;;g
 yiver to Sarnia, a distance of about seventy fields Massachusetts, on Janus®y 18, 185
miles. He was 8 descendant of Deacont Samuel
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Massachusetts, prior to 1640. Mr. Stephen.
| grandfather was from Lancashire,
England, and was of that branch of the
Stephenson family from which came George

’?:-dmm»fmnn{lﬂrm
 engineers. In 1850 Mr. Stephenson came to
~ Chatham as manager and associate editor of
. the Kent Advertiser and became proprietor
~ of The Planet in 1857. He conducted this
. journal until 1878, after which, until its

with the News it was publish-

~ ed by his son, Sydney Stephenson. In 1882,
. be yetired from Parliament and accepted an

as Collector of Customs at

- Chatham, which position he held until his
©  death, on February 15, 1901.

Although the constituency represented by
Mr. Stephenson was designated Kent, yet it
did not comprise the whole of that county,
Kent and Lambion, which formerly com-
prised one constituency, was by the Act of
Parliament which gave us federal govern-
ment, divided into three. Kent was made to

_ comprise the townships of Dover, East

Tilbury, Romney, Raleigh, Harwich and the
town of Chatham. The remaining part of
county, comsisting of the eastern town-
ships of Gome, Camden and Camden Gore,
Orford and Howard, together with three

. another constituency, which was named, after

what was then its most important town,

E

David Mills became the first representative
of this comstituency in the Federal House.
He was a son of Nathaniel Mills, a farmer of
Orford township, who migrated first to the
United States and then to Canada, settling in -
Orford township in 1817. He was educated
in the local school of his home district and
Michigan University, and began his carcer as
a public school teacher, from which he was
promoted to become the Superintendent of
the public schools of Kent in 1856, a posiiton
which be beld for nine years. He became

ENT: * KENT- COUNTY-.~  “ 775" 4

s Puritan who came to Roxbury, quite n prominent member in the House of :

Commons, and was a Minister of Interior in
the Liberal Administration, 1876-1378. He
opposed both the coming in of British |
Columbia into the union, and the building of |
the Canadian Pacific railway as premature, |
~lgimine that the railway construction nceded
by : British' Columbia, should be undertaken
by Imperial and not Canadian authority, |
The National Policy, he claimed, should be
based on commercial extension, not com-
mercial exclusion, but the country did not |
adopt his viewpoint in either of these matters,
With the inclusion of these two pioneers |
of the new Era to the list of the, members,
of the pre-confederation period, we bring the
sketch to a close by quoting the prophecy of 1
Kent's greatest parliamentarian of that pel'mll1
in respect to the benefits to be obtained from

Confederation: X 1

.WA ul'- w'.
er, may the
have unitedly 1

Scotia, a
Greece. Then mark the sister provinee of
Brunswick—equal in extent to Denmark 3
Switzerland combined. Pass up the river 5t
Lawrence to Lower Canada,~a country as large
as France. Pass on to Upper Canada—twenty
thousand miles greater than Great Britain and
Ireland put together. Cross over the continent
to the shores of the Pacifie, and you are i
British Columbia, ths land of golden promise~
oqunlinumththo‘\uu-inﬂn_npqc. k
not mow of the vast Indian Territories that
between—greater in extent than the whole _aoil,
dlluuh—-ndﬂu!wﬂlmlong.lcﬂ_ul.ln
ed up to civilization under the auspices of
British American
scheme in your
‘I.h-h. b:.ld‘m all M:I countries into Mt.
ganize them all under one governmen
S votection of the Britiah flag, and in
heartiest sympathy and affection with our fel
low-oubjedoinﬂnhndllutcanml:inh. Qur'/
scheme is to establish a government that 'lpll
seck to turn the side of European emigration

]

into this morthern half of the American
tinent—that will strive to develop its great
-c::,.-.] " ld :I:al will endeavour to

maintain liberty, and justice, and Christianity §
throughout the land.” 5o
Has the history of our country  since

yerified his edpectations?  --©* € e

a
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IE ESTABLISHMENT OF TOWNSHIP, VILLAGE AND

- SELF-GOVERNMENT, WITH THE COUNTY
COUNCIL AS THE NEXT ABOVE IT

BTTIISTORY affords abundant testi-
' )'J|'. mony of the inherent instinct in
, :“]il the Anglo-Saxon race for self-
USSR SUL] government. At a very early
period in England the tithing, afterward call-
| township, had its reeve and four associates
ho managed its local affairs and were repre-
_ sentatives at the hundred mote, or public
‘meeting, over which the hundred men pre-
sided, and, when counties \ ere organized, at
the shire mote, over which the ecaldorman
Many cities and boroughs early
~ obtained royal charters conferring upon them
~ large measures of self-government, and it is
said that such a charter granted by Athel-
tm and another by Edward the Confessor,
- are still extant. The rights and privileges of
"M cities and boroughs undoubtedly were
~ the natural result of the self-reliance and
~ independence of the people, and their genius
. for self-government, assisted most materially
by the long continued and bitter struggles
~ between the king and the feudal lords of
‘which the cities and boroughs were not slow
to take advantage.
It is most interesting to follow the develop-
- ment of these corporations, the growth of the
’ representative system and the right of election

ol councillors and appointment of officers to
manage the aflairs of the corporations as the
cities became too large to be governed on the
town-meeting plan. The governing principle,
wliich runs through all the years of struggle
handed down from sire le son, was that the
governing class relain supreme control as
long as possible and grant to the boroughs
such privileges only as might make for the
security and mmintenance in authority of
those in power. The contest was, as always,
one of the governed against the governors, in
which the latter for a considerable period
had the best of it; but this is another story.

Om' municipal institutions were based on the.
New England system. & i

Our municipal institutions, admitted to ber
the simplest, most symmetrical and best any-
where, are modelled not on the English or
Scotch systems, but rather after the plan
adopted in New England. where the con-
ditions and circumstances of the people more
closely resemble those of Ontario. Professor
Bryce, in his American Commonwealth,
points ovt that three somewhat different types
of local self-government obtain in the
American Republic. In the New England

; ' I-‘;f .

g . Society, who made copious use of R

e

This Chapter was written by the fate J. A. WALKER, President of the Kent County Historical
. 8. Woods' book, Harrison
death prevented the addition of a review of Chatham City's government as ieas coniem

of it. His un-

Hall, o

in the preparation
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son. He was an
English lawyer of
distinction who

George Arthue.
Made Provincial
Secreary in 1841,
he contested Kent
county for a seat

in parl

defeated by Joseph
Woods, L: was
given a geat in
Kingston. He was
successful  against
r. Woods in the
next election, but,
hefore the meeting
of Parliament, he
accepted the Judge-

' vate Court for the
iHome District. He

-} portant bills which
124 oassociates his name

4 with the founding
of two of our Insti-
tutions, the Bill
whiclkh gave to us
Municipal Govern-
“4 ment in 1841, and,
‘i in the same year,
the first

e HE s IR e WD % School Bill of the
Vit ¢ '-".:._,-‘?ﬂ‘_? ‘Y province. A more
ooy, oo gadd suilable name could

et s st
HARRISON HALL hardly be discover-

"h- Joint municipal building of Chatham city and ?.’.'“a.?'c:f :::
o - Bevinar Kent county. Institutions which
of Parlia- the Hall serves. |

~ States, greater importance is placed upon the facilitated the adoption of municipal govern-
inguished from the county ment with us, but this is not strictly the case,

as dist
In the Southern States the county although the allotment to them and to dis-
the municipal unit, while in the Middle and  banded soldiers of free tracts of land, and

~ Western states there is a modified adaptation their taking up and settling of the same,
necessitated the formation of townships.

. as is Illinois, where the This, however, was not so much for the pur-

choice,
~ southern portion has taken the county system pose of government, as for a designation of
and the remaining portion the township. specific areas or surveys. The practice of
- It might have been expected that the the people to gather at town meetings to
presence of the United Empire Loyalists in  discuss the building of roads and other local
this province would have encouraged and ~affairs prepared the ground-work for the

7

-

ment ‘r" Kent,
Hon. 8. B. Harmi- |

ship of the Surro-
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.‘ M of the municipal system as later

~ determined and adopted. These early town-

~ ships were designated by numbers until,
possibly, they became old enough to name.

1&‘ Dorchester, in 1788 divided the province
w into four districts.

~ On the 24th July, 1788, the Governor-
- General, Sir Guy Carleton, divided this

province, then Upper Canada, into four

districts, viz., Lunenburg, Micklenburg,

i N;'ﬂ and Hesse, but our first legislature, in

changed the name of these districts in
order to Eastern, Midland, Home and

4 to
A .'*l. The same act provided for the

of a gaol and court house in ecach

~ erection
- district, according to plans 1o be selected by
- Magistrates in Quarter Sessiops. . The lowest

tender for the buildings was io be accepted
if the contractor furnished sufficient security.
The sheriff was to be zaoler and it was
specially enjoined that he should not be
licensed to sell liquor within the gaol.

overnor Simecos made a further division of

the province into nineteen counties.

The Constitutional Act of 1791 authorized
the lieutenant governor to divide each
province into districts, counties or circles, and
determine their limits for the purpose of
choosing representatives for the legislature.
Accordingly, Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe .
issued his proclamation dividing Upper
Canada into nineteen counties; Essex and
Suffolk, two of these counties, adjoined each
other and were entitled to return one member.
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lsabella (Mrs. Petor o
In Canada, he came to Kent by way of
thmudbulhm&-.ndm
a block of land from Mr. Irvine, on which there
was a log-house, log-barn and ten acrés cleared.
On this farm, ten miles out from Chatbam, Mr.
Young spent the rest of his days.
From the very first, he took an active part in
the community life of the district. In 1845 Ea
was elocted to the Western District Council
and served until the change in the counties took
place. He erected the first bridge at Kent
Bridge and drew plans and inspected the bridges
at Thamesville, Bothwell and Moraviantown
and Dresden afterwards. He had the contract
for the sewer and first pavement on King Street,
Chatham, in 1856. He also superintended the
building of the piers, and dredging the Rond
Eau harbour in 1872-3-4-5. He was appointed a
Justice of the Peace in 1851 and

Clerk of the Fourth Division Court

P & very tempting offer as a.

. Superintendent of a government
ship-yard in New Zealand, he
came to Canada and scitied in
Marwich township in 1812 . -
In Glasgow, he was a well-knowa -

N ANy

< R !

in 1852, and held these offices until
1886, He was  elected to the
Council in Harwich in 1852 and
served alinost continucusly wuntil
1878. He was Warden in 1865 and
1866. He always took great
interest in Education, and was
High school trustee for a great
number cf years. 3R

‘ In the maintenance of religious

i
- 5
"

by

studied municipal institutions and ordinances in the community, Mr.
became an authority on municipal GEO&&E&“'_‘G Youag took a prominent part. Hia
He was associated with the Y name, and that of Mrs. Young

Clasgow’s mew municipal buildings, was given
the freedom of the city as a leading member
_of the Mechanics’ Guilds, and when leaving a
public dinmer was given him by the City
Council, and about three thousand of his fcllow:
citizens and employces were at the wharf to
Bid their farewell, when he and hic family
embarked for Canada in 1841. '
In 1832, he was married té Junet Robértson,
a daughter of Professor Robertson of Glasgow,
#nd they reared a family of ning ghildren,—~
Rachel (Mrs. John Coutts), Agnes, Elizabeth
(Mra. Theophilus McCarroll), Jessie, George E.

i appear on the roll of charter mem-
bers of the Ridge Rozd United Presbyterian,
the first church established in south Harwich,
and he and his family were regular worshippers
at Rushton’s corners, one of the three preaching
places of that charge. He was a pioneer, also,
in his advocacy of free or public schools, and,
at a public meeling held in Chatham, Dr.
Ryerson attested his appreciation of the helpful
service that Mr. Young rendered, in bringing
about thair establishmznt. Gv R

As a member of the Western Distrist
Council, the county an? township councils, a
member «f the Gremmar School Board‘ ql'
Chatham. and the first Board of Health, and
Superintendent of the Public ‘schools, in:_tllq
opinion of his contemporaries,” no man of his
time did niore for the founding of the municipal
and edticational inatituticns of the county tluu
did George Young. Shmias

‘"
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towns. The first so favored was the town of
Brockville, which in 1832 procured an act
to be passed establishing a “Board of Police,”
giving the people control of the town’s affairs.
The town was divided into two wards, each
entitled to elect two members of this body. R
The electors were the tenants or freeholders.
within the ward rated from the assessment
voll; the fifth member was to be appointed
by a majority vote of the four elected, and,

il they could not make a choice, the electors

of the lown were to make the choice. - The

five members thus

-

U o b

constituted elected
one of their num-
ber President.
Both electors and
elected were re-
quired to possess
a property qualifi
cation, The cor-
poration thus con-
stituted was given
very considerable

e

BLENHEIM

purpose of choosing parish or town offices, a
- elerk, two assessors, a collector of taxes, and
~ from two to six persons to scrve as averscers
of highways and pound-keepers, (at that time,
=T very and necessary officials, who
" " ,were authorized to impound cattle trespassing
~_on land properly fenced), and further, to
~_appoint two persons to serve as church
~ wardens. A subsequent Act gave other

- powers to the inhabitant houscholders in
~ their annual town meetings, but it was many
- years before these powers were much en-
~ larged. Magistrates in Quarter Sessions
 exercised many privileges in managing and
- regulating the local affairs of towns and
- parishes, but this method proving unsatis-
‘}, factory and irksome to the people, changes
~ were agitated and pressed for, and, from time
%o time, separate special acts were passed
~, bestowing special municipal authority on

powers. It could

TOWN BALL make rules and
regulations for its government, appoint
officers, levy rates and pass by-laws for the
good order and general government of the
town. Thus Brockville blazed the way.
Other towns soon followed, Hamilton,
Belleville, Cornwall, Cobourg and many
others, and in 1834, Toronto, or York, as it
then was known, procured an extension
of its limits and was formed into a city to be
called the City of Toronto, divided into five
wards and power given it to elect a mayor,
aldermen and common councilmen. Two
aldermen and two councillors were to be
elected for each ward and these were to elect
the mayor. Should their votes be equally
divided the member with the highest assess-
ment gave the casting vote. Very extensive
powers were given which we will not take -
time to recite and only refer to these acts to
indicate the trend of public opinion.
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-jr_'liﬂk advancement made towards this object
" in the rural districts. There, the Justices of

-

' afterwards came the vigorous report of Lord
Durham, in which he strongly recommended
the establishment of local municipal institu--

uunm

N Th.l'llm.l‘ll Municipal Act was sponsored

X

ETEPHEN WHITE,
Warden, 1870,

ative In polities and was on
candidnte for the Proviacial

overnment of rural townships until 1841, was
mainly under the jurisdiction of Justices
of the Peace. .

While the cities were thus’ successfully
a measure of municipal freedom by
Acts of the legislature, there was very

_ the Peace in General Sessions continued to
control all local affairs much.as they liked.
" True, the electors at town meelings soon were
sccorded the privilege of electing fence
~ viewers, pound-keepers and road overseers,
or commissioners, and,

with suficient authority. for efficient municipal

control, and the power of taxation and the
vight to raise rates remained with the
M Sessions,  Matters were in this

sition when the rebellion broke out, and

o theret ) ” .

tions.. :

b’thllon_.&n.l'lmin-

Vi oghpe tets

L]

; lates om, other
officers, but these officers were not entrusted

In 1841 the parliament of the united
ﬂ'm passed the first general Municipal -
st establishing municipal authority, which |
Act was introduced and piloted by the Hon.
S. B. Harrison, the Provizcial Secretary for
. Upper Canada. . Mr. Harrison in that year
~ upsuccossfully contested the representation of

S e ehe e’ g > U
1o 2 (i
N

X
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Kent with the late Joseph Woods, but he was &

subsequently returned as the representative

of. Kingston. When we read of the deter- b5
mined and violent opposition to this bill, and
the hitter feeling engendered by it, we are '
at a loss to realize the cause of all the wasted

energy of its opponents, for the measure was
but a very modest advance on fhe old law, It
provided that there should be a district
council in ecach district to consist of the
warden “and councillors. The warden was
still 10 be appointed by the Governor, ‘as
were the treasurer and clerk, Each township
was o elect two councillors when the free-
holders and householders on the assessment
r‘ol‘l exceeded three. hundred.  Extensive
powers were granted to the council, but the
serious defeet was, that the aet still WS'
nized the magistrates appointed by the
government, and there, not unfrequently,
arose a conflict of authority between them
and the councils elected by the people. - The
councils were authorized to pm‘ bylain'
respecling roads, bridges and public build.
ings, for defraying certain expenses conne
with the administration of jmuee.hl’"“
establishment and maintenance of schoole,
assessing, raising and levying rates, fixing
salaries, et cetera. Several subsequent Acts
added to these powers.

tsrael Evans, & Pennsyl- ¢ e
yanlan by birth, came to ¥ ‘-
Chatham with his family in
1825, His father, lsroel
Evaos, Senlor, was & miller
by irade, and for the first
lnmndhl-mﬂmh '-‘v--",’:;-
Kent was an employer in the s - Y e
MeGregor mills. In 1839, he - - <
established the Brat industry Zin e X
of Chatham, & earding and a L
grist-mill, whose motive o
power was furnished by o’ = L=y 600 B
horses. Israel Evans, Junlor, 4 -3
began business for himself S ¥
early In life, and ftook an - —
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part in the municipal ST t
:‘a":;:- of Chatham from ISRAEL EVANS,
young manhood, beink elected Mayor of Chathani:*
" of the Town ' 1868, Yy

Warden of the County,

Council for twelve consgru-
tive years, and Mayor in
e wes hl:le' only‘ Chatham ever elected 1o

t own @
tive. of y, Ameng other public offices, -
Liceuse Inspeclor
was the freb”

v I8TR A 2.

wnulmwiml’-mu‘t
West Kent. His sister,’ Nancy Evans,

s
st B




"TOWNSHIP HALL, HOWARD

he first council of the Westorn district rmot

A at Sandwich, 1842,

5 The Province had been divided into
. Awenty-two districts, of which what are now

»u‘ll counties of Essex, Kent and Lambton,

. formed one, known as the Western District.
' «;'nu first Council of this district elected

2 Sudiieh. There were present twenty-six
e ~members and the Wardrn, John Dolsen,

~ appointed by the Government, who continued
- as Warden for five years. In this formative
- period the councillors seem to have taken
~  their duties seriously. The first clerk was
'5" John Cowan, Esq., one time editor, and the
~ minutes are interesting, well phrased and
© concisely written. Many familiar nac:cs
- appear on the list of members and officers.
~ Schools and roads, asscssments and petitions
 on various subjects occupied a large propor-

~ tion of the time of the members,

reatment accorded early prisoners,

exampled the complaint to Council

. of Jomathan Schooley.

A little color is given to a circum-
stance recorded in 1843. One Jonathan
“ lhooley, a cabinet-maker, who was a
prisoner undergong senlence in the
gaol, wrote a long leiler giving in
considerable detail on agreement be-
iween himself and the gaoler, who
agreed, in consideration of Schooley
making certain articles of furniture [or
him, to pay him extra thercfore and

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS
“velease him from solitary mﬁucmmt ”

~Schooley performed his part of the contud

work shop was st up in the gaol

very faithfully, but the gaoler refused Io
pay him. The complaint was referred o
sheriff Mercer, for many years the shrnﬂ'
of this county, for investigation and reporl.

The sherifi’s lettre is not given but ouc‘.

can imagin: what it contained from the
resolution passed aflter the reading of the
letter, on the motion of Mr. Reynolds, that

this “Council docs not assume the power or = |
right 1o inierfere with the sheriff in the

appeintment of a gaoler; but it does claim
the power and right and considers it its duty
to look to the salety of the public buildings
endangercd by using them as a carpenter’s
work shop.”

‘ogressive chanses in Municipal Government,

1847—1850.

In 1817 Kent was formed into a separate

district and a provisional council met at
Chatham in August, its special purpose being
the ercction of our present gaol and court-

house, which was completed about the year

1850. It would appear that all the members
also attended the Sandwich meetings.

In 1849 was passed the municipal Magna
Charta of this province, the preamble of
which declared that, “It will be of great
“public benefit and advantage that provision
“should he made by one zeneral law for the

“erection of municipal corporations and the
“estahlishment of regulations of pnllce inand |

) L S




ceshyterian
. amd Mrs. Fieteher bave
Isabel, Frederiek MeColl
Mr. Fleteher favours ihe
u Presbhyterian.

ACHIEVEMEN

PRESENT DAY COUNTY OFFCIIALS

: KENT COUNTY

dames (. Fieming is  the
youngest of the family of twelve
children of Antrew Fleming and
Frances Ward, ploneer setflers
of Mosa  towmship, Midlesex
connty; and grandson of James
Floming, the first white man e
seftle  In Eizn  county. At
twenty-seven years of age,
dumes C. Fleming moved with
his faher's family to Chatlmm
tewnship, Kent connty, wheoe
he followed farming and looked
ofter (he matorial interests of
his aged parents, In 1805, he
married Mary Margaret Rother-
ford, and they have had o
family of three children, Ma--
garelt Framces, Andrew  Jumes
and Jean Isabsl. In 1885 he was
a member of the Chal-
ham township eouncil; in 1887, ke wan appeinted county
clerk; and in 1902, tressurer. ln polities, he s »
Liberal, and in religion a Methodist.

-Mll? ag FLEMING
Treasurer, County ol
Kent.

several counties, cilies, towns,
“townships and villages in Upper Canada.”

. The Act took effect on the first day of
~ January, 1850. Some fifty or more previous
~ acts of parliament were repealed and ample
powers of self-government were confcrred
upon all municipal corporations, largely as
those powers exist and are exercised today.
e "‘_“_:‘ | minor municipalities were to elect five
~ councillors, who elected one of themselves

~© _yeeve, and, in each township having five
M ! hundred resident rate-payers, a deputy-reeve.

By this and the amending Act passed two or
~ three years afterwards, the old districts were
abolished and counties defined. The inhabi-
tants of each county became a hody corporate
whose council consisted of the town-reeves
and deputy-town-reeves of the several town-
: ‘ships, towns and villages within the county.
- The county council was to meet at the shire
.ul.lf.a.lnd,ifnone,lttheoountycourt
annually, on the fourth Monday in January.
At the first meeting they chose from among
themselves a warden who should preside at
- About the end of 1850, possibly after the
court house was completed, Kent was
: from Essex and Lambton for
- municipal purposes, while the two last
3 ‘named remained united for municipal and

1

 judicial purposes until 1853, which led to a
Pﬂuﬂ' dificulty requiring a special Act to

remedy. As it was impossible to take

prisoners [rom the one county to the other

without passing through Kent, it became
necessary to indemnily the sherif and
bailiffs taking prisoners from Lambton to
the Sandwich . gaol, passing through Kent
under warrants of arrest.

irst officers and first meeting of Kent

County Council.

The first council for Kent as a separate
county met at the court house on the 27th
February, 1851, and consisted of ten mem-
bers of whom George Duck, the reeve for
Howard, was elected warden. There were no
deputy reeves. George Witherzpoon repre-
sented the town of Chatham.
Cosgrove was clerk and continued to hold
the office until 1867. His successors were
Messrs. Hart, Kerr, Fleming, and the present
incumbent, Mr. Jonas Gosnell.

E xamples of the mattecs dealt with by the
first County Council.

In 1851, James Smith, the Reeve for
Camden and Zone, was elected warden and
continued to be o elected annually for 11
years. He was a member of the council
for 22 years. During the initial years
of the county council strong men were
necessary, and James Smith was a strong
man. The officials and those dealing with
the councils were inclined to be over reach-
ing. Persons entrusted with money were not

William ~




On the 27th October, 1854, occurred the
calamitous accident on the Great Western |
Railway at Baptiste Creck in which upwards
of fifty persons were killed, and equally as
many more maimed or injured. The County
Council refused to pay what they were -
pleased to call the exorbitant bills of Dr.
ner, Dr. Dannelly, in

made application for assistance to put the

 He was very emphatically told that the re-
- ceipts of the office which he enjoyed should
~ be sufficient for the purpose. Two debtors
- escaped from the gaol and R. K. Payne, the
!_'—,?‘_Ilﬂhf. and the Sheriff, were informed that
~ the escape could be attributed to no other
- cause than gross negligence on their part.
~ The gaoler was subsequently sued by the
- execution creditors and put to considerable
~ costs defending the action and applied to the
~ Counsel for assistance, but, in the language
of the report, “No action was atken.” The
~ Council petitioned the Legislature to amend
the law so that the appointment of all county
officers should rest with the municipal
councils.
No one reading the minutes of these earlier
councils can resist the conclusion that the
members were for the most part fearless
guardians of the public interests and posscss-
.ed the courage of their convictions.

connection with the -
inquest, and referred
the bills to the Gov-
ernmenl.
sued the treasurer,
Alex. Charteris, and
the court of Queen’s
Bench awarded him
£12, 10s., each party
to pay his own costs. |
The lawyer's bill,
one item of the cost, was £5, 8s., 3d. E
In this year also a fire that took place on
the 15th August destroyed the By-laws and
many of the records and papers of the
council. ’

Tlu fivst Board of Health.

The first Board of Health was this year

constituted, consisting of Dr. Rolls, R. 8. =
Woods and George Younz. The latter was &
gentleman of a strong personality, masterful 4
and many sided. For many years he was on
the Grammar School Beard of Trustees and
on the Board of School Examiners. 19 years
in th> county council. two years ils warden:
from 1813 a Justice of the Peace: appointed
clerk of the Fourth Division Court of Kent
in 1851 he served in the office possibly till
his death, as well as filling other public
offices. While a member of the county
council and school board, he built in 1854-5
the first grammar school. The uniy protec-
tion these corporations 'hought necessary to

i

e e

Dr. Askin f
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 hniness men of the counly.

E peeve of Thamesville, when in-

U TR

1 that mm.
g ooly o Mu vitioen ol

wilie, one  wf  ihe

-ﬂ wuceessiil
| 1 O
the township ol
[ for n number of years
.. reeve, and beeame the fit

e was a member TS st e
ConseR for - "J“”nlk‘.ln“rf:.f““‘ .

Pro-  Wardsn of the Couaty,
for  Basl Lk
which pesition he  Membosr af  Voovocind
unlil  his Leglnlature, 1=87. s

i 1, Tm eeligion he

was M cubylerinn; o pofities, & Libesad. 110w

. Those connected with this humilialing affa’c

~ have never disclosed all they knew respeting

it. Friendships were embittered when the
lack of honor (?) in azents was suspecisd.

. There were many aceusations and couviier

accusations. A councillor on the day ibe
final vote was 1o be tuken awoke to find hin-
self over twenty miles from the eourt house
with little knowledge of how he got <o far
away from home, and less of his means of
returning in time to voie. The vole was
taken before he reached the chamber and the
by—lan defeated.  Fortunately such occur-
rences are cxceedingly rare. We know of
none similar. There were undoubtedly honcst
differences of opinion on the merits of the
by-law. The great majority of the meinlers
were of unimpeachable int-crity and [elt
keenly the misconduct of & few of thuir
weaker brethren. The road was built but it
passes six miles to the south oi this eity, and
we are left to speculate what the resull migzht
have been had it run through Chatham. Sinee
its construction a very large number of our
people in the southerly and casterly portion
of this county found St. Thonas more easy
of access than their own courly town,

In 1874, a by-law wa« passed granling
$155,000 by way of bonus . the Erie and
Huron railway, the completion of which vus
dcla,yed from various perplexing causes {or

sy yeors, mud no doubl. tba wumty would.

haye been largely benefitted both fnancial y.-

and otherwise had this railway been built uﬂt‘-:
operated by lhe mwﬁmpnbly itself.

T . &

Ciu.t.mm cuy wmulum !rom Countly in i&‘l’-

™a rncmbrnh‘p'of the County Conuril*

popilaiion ard the ineorporation of v:llng(:l

and towns, so that hy the year 1879 there .
were thiriy-one members, of whom Archibald
C—ﬂ")pb“”, aflterwards Senator Campbell, T,

R. ok ., Stephen White, Dr. Mitchell and

J'-=..n l)n.)b}n bacame subsequently candidates
lur parliancntary honors. During this year

th: town of Chatham withdrew from the
County for Municipal purposes. We find in
the minutes of that year a petition to-the
Legislature praying that the law might be so
amended as lo reduce the number of county
covncilloes, and suggeating that the cevinty
be divided into ten or twelve districts with a
representative from each who should be
divectly elected by the people and who should
not be a member of the ioeal councils,
Dc vense since 1896 in the number of members
in the County Council,

it was not until the year 1896, when 'i’he
membership reached thirty-six, that the law
was changed adopting this principle, and
kent was divided into seven districts with 1we

Paniel 3. Van  Velsar, 3z
M.D., wns bom in  Flzin %o
county, 1538, of German
parcalage,  §la reeeived his
pubtie school edacsilon al
Houthwold, and his sceondary
at St Thompss, Afler a
period of elght years in the
teaching profession, he at-
tendled Michigan and Torento
Universities, groduating from
tie latler in 1862, He settled
thot vear atl Blenbeim, where
he followed an netlve and
snceessful praeties antil hia
death in 1880, 1a i857, he
mareied Mary Kiiea Wallace
of Louisville, and they had
a family of thiee sons and
one  doughiter,  The three
sons followed their father's
profession.  He.was deputy-
resve of Harwich, 1568-1871;
reeve, 1872-4; und first reeve
of Blenhelm i its separativn from Marwich png jotors
poration in 1874,

DANIEL JAMES
VAN VELSOH, M.D.
| [ e F
wWarden of the County,
1873,

»

conied to o inercaser with the growth in o
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warden, It
M., Esther ¥

e i .

Sive wd in veligion, a Met ik

¥ * members from each. That low was a'dis i
© jmprovement. The number might with
s advantage have been less, Lt it was found L
B :  work well and few who had o knowledze of
o ~its actual operaiion desired v change 1o Lt
i %" formet plﬁl'l which was returned (o ten voars
~ lste. Mr. Jonas Cosnell, (he late Cleik,

" H the distinction of being the flrst Wardon
~ under the new regime. The sembersli| i
- motas large as it formerly was owing 5 e
R ~ fact that the unit of represeniaiton s onc
~ thousand instead of five hundred as at fimst
. and therefore a municipaiity must have over
. one thousand ratepayers before it becomcs
 entitled to & deputy reeve

Th County Council has leen a traming
school for subsequent caprabers of Puila-

1 ment.
L b It is sometimes said, ar!
£ ithe more persons engaged in
B 0ol government the greairs
s thereof, and’ the respeet T refove, and, o2 (he
) members of msnicipal con iis are con:t 00
e of those who bear & il shar of the b
< _Of taxation, they are entiticy 1o the Lencht
: and knowledge lo be degived from the
apen'enrv of a few years' o rvice. Th \=
alse the strongih that aumbe should
Pt But loolang at the questie’ from & bBuuinoss
3 g standpoint and desing de raption ol taat
e method Dbest designed 10 orm exp ot
ously, economically, intellizently and
perly those responsible dut levolvin; 100
county councillors, five J.*r'licnl busluess
men would, it is submitied, prove, ©% the
whole, the most satisfoctory. There seers B

.;I
with truth, that
the machinery
ihe know ledpe

SAen

e

-

-‘: T, ».qq__-'!- wrvewyd
s Yy vk . e I, T
CLOf MUNICIPAL T INSTE il

T AT ~

g7 | -y
: L

"
e i
2=t D ever | cless, it inust be admitted, that many’
LEH
1 cormty, have, at various times, foen velected
_,_.. a5 county councillors. T the earlier vears
gy the period of seivice was consideralily longer
- ; et 10 than at presont. In m‘idhhu:‘ln thiese alvendy vy
Wttt poliien, Mr. Abrutii wak T Ay aren lexvad to, Stephen White - eved Tor lht‘ﬂ'.y-,“ y
two years, Arthur Anderson and G. W, Foout
for focrtecn and twelve years rv.«spmzlivnl_y;‘:"'
John Dk, Joha MoMichael and Josi =
otecs eleven years each, Mr. (afterwards)
Cheell MeKellar and  Alex. Coulis, both
afierwards menbers of the Legislature, ten
years each. R. J. Motrison, John Lee and
many othors might be mentioned who gave
years of good scrvice on these Boards. ~Of
the other gentlemen who received municipal
teaining while members of the eouncil of
went and became members or candidates for”
parliament might be named Messrs. Larwell, -
ohn Smith, -Henry Smyth, Robert Ferzuson,

v

AP 5520 MJ‘UL—-—“"*‘\ y

L Eai T
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nr.v

T w-..y'«-tn';éo@;'i-ﬁm mifa
t b rebieved of @ cmidr':imé"i{mﬁgﬁ
pees o duties by the Tocul wmicipatiti
cerv best men we have had in Ihid‘j{"

s

Nufus Stephenson, James Claneey, George
]onglord, Alexander Mason, Joha S. Fraser..
\exander Clark, Walter Fevguson, Johm
[yavideon, Benjamin Wilson and T. L. Pardo.

Few counties can show =0 commendable a-

record.

Tenden:y towards short-term representations
in township i

Theve has recently grown up a fecling, en:

couraged and {ostered by the desire of those

Benjamin W. Wilson was the
son of Jehn Wilson, of Howard,
and belonged to one of the early
and ro;w-wntulh'- families of
that  township, whe ecame fo
fiegt fromm Kigin county in 1833 £.b : o]
He  [ollowed the eceupations, el 19
first of cheese-making, but later i : Lo 0l
¢ rain-merchant of Rilgetown. i AP

ys 0 mlxlir-upirilrd cltizen, l
stecimd 1o the office of Reeve af e 1 g
biowred fonr years, 1850- 1883, ¢ F b
Rideetown for Lwo L‘_ - Ny o Siuin 1
terms of Iwo years eech, 1888-0 L
3. e was dlso [leense
for ¥ast Kent in WILSBON,
1AK3, he WAS 3 enndidale for Wasden, 883,57
puritamontary henors, bet de RENJAMIN W.
defentod by Danicl AMeCraneY,
wf tathwell.  The Wilsens were of ¥nziish descent,
[ oaseryiitions i polities and Preshyteriac i religion,
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Cark, lnlnd. 1 ns 8
member  of terwnntiin
councll mnny anl & mom-
bor of Kool ¥y eormell in
1R, an?  IRO2-190D; lucluslve.

tnd apoainted esunly “lork In
12, which officr e held wt™

fo them have breen " twe
w :illﬂﬂ'l. ita and Marry, ‘l::
mmily  weve  members
WS Oounty Methodisi, mow the Unltrd
Chureh,

elodm who might be recarded as prospec-
tive representatives, that the office should “zo
~ around,” so that at present the reeve does not
~ receive the benefit of a long period of muni-
. cipal training. and it is to be feared that he
~does not take his work so serionsly as did his

i 'ﬂlﬂ'c is a lack of any vital or important
= questions. Few, if any, come up for solution.
. None is sought for. The narrower limits of
‘g; . getting road or other granis for constituencies
I me Good nature and good fellowship are
W, ,_,"i.'_ important attributes. In the earlicr yecars
- o _ there were honest differences of opinion on a

,'#d‘};.; ' multitude of questions. Members were Tear-

&) ,(lﬂ and independenit in their convictions.
Rarely a day passed but the Yeas and Nays

Hff.

e f'}u{élll'ill‘ the complimentary votes for the
1 ,%5 - wardenship.

high standard of representation has been
maintained

in the membership of the
County Council.

.u--' No dishonesty, jobbery or graft has ever

B s ~of Kent, with the single cxception to which
. :-,4;\" reference has already been made, and it is
- singularly free from any political or party
_ influenice. It not unfrequently happens that
. when the majority of the members are
. Liberals they elect a Conservative Warden
. and vice versa. The climax, the acme of the

. year, is of course the warden’s supper, al
‘which all members and officers, and at times

_ carry back with them to the local ils
rs.  Great breadih is not expected. 4 ; g v,

~which ‘will be of permanent value, not only

*,g,’ ..!m recorded half a dozen times. That
bl 5 practice has almost became obsolete except

3 x;;,g,. dimned the fair record of the County Council

their wives, enjoy the Iumry of a lulutmli
~and social meal. Each participant hecomes
- voeal, poed fellowship abounds, and he must
be very undeserving indeed who is not the =
recipient of many generous encomiums. 'Flw'“'
practice is so ancient that the memory of man
runneth not to the contrary.

As members of local municipal councils in -'If 4
the persons of the reeve and deputy-reeves
are ropresentatives in the county couneils,
should there be in the last named body a few
inteltizent, capable business men with sufi-
cient energy and application to acqujre a o
thorough knowledge of the conduct an pl'o-i
eedore of municipal affairs, their exceutive
ability and business habits must nalurally N

R

influence for good their colleagues, whb,ylll *-

3

eorrecl business methods and better ideals,

g

to the members themselves, but to the whole
electorate, and slip shod, indifferent and care-
less methods will soon find no place at
municipal Boards. . This is a conatm"aﬁou ;‘
devouledly to be desired. =

=
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practising  his  profession con-

tinuously in Chatham, associa- KERR,

tedd a8 a partner wilh varying Counly Belisitor,
establishment of - Appolnted [)-umbar.
1926,

Ile was appointed King's Coun-
ulhlﬂl,nﬂb«mnbmm-‘!hohwm'ot
Upper Cannda in 1923. Jle has served as a member of

the city and county ecouncils for several years, and wos
Mayor of Chatham in 1917, e m married lp Mars
garet Louise, daughter of George 8. McLean of Sarnla,

in 1803, and bas three sons, William George, a ter, rd
Jolin Deverly, and uoulu G-nm- WH. ane L
llli"llff. Margaret Louixe. hﬂ he is o |
and in religion a member ! United Church of
(‘M

JONN GARNER H
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" THE COUNTY'S DRAINAGE SYSTEM; . =~ = ¢
ITS GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT, s VA

! Bbasines Boundedl by two lakes, Ecle
.huﬂd&.&km&amnhweu,

y to these two large bodies of water

ake, St. Clair. These have .umcrouscreeh
which empty into them, Bear end Little
Bear Ns Creek and Arnold’s, Jeannette and

wk W!de facilitics for the drainage of
ﬂ. Notwithstanding that Nature has
upplied these numerous channels for drain.
J ul the surplus water from the eoll, they
not sufficient. to make the land cultivable,
» flat and monotonously level nature of its
fioial area and the absence of high
s for these two rivers lowards their
' ‘makes the addition of many aruﬁmql
.Mn a necessity, -y
e ere are no hills, practically spcakmg,
|/ Kent, There is an elevation stretching along
thy l&a Erie shore across the whole breadth
lllo county, an escarpment, which was
a former shore of the lake. In
- pome places this ‘Ridge,’ the name by which
- it is locally known, attains a helght of more

(

y. "It is traversed by two rivers, the
| and the Sydepham, both of which
flow in the same direction from east to west,
nd both of which empty into the same

s Baptiste and Paincoeurt, ali of

M;»nehndmdfealbmll;hkelﬂel.
Tt makes its beginning on the western

boundary of the county at the very sbote of & :

the lake, the blue waters of the Erlo washing
there its buenitomed:dlupprevlomeu
throughout 'its whole length, From this
point it begins to get farther from the lake
until at the eastern limit it Is about five miles
distant from the shore. South of it, there

is thus formed a triangle, or gore, which

(gently slopes to the lake, comprising one of
I the most fertile sections of agricultural lands,

found in the county. The upland formed by

this Ridge varies in width from a few rods
jn some places to a plateau of more than
‘half & mile wide in others. Besides this
Ridge, there are undulations and knolls at.
the eastern eid of the ‘county in tl:e town-
ghips of Orford and Howard ‘which give

greater variety to the superficial appearance

of the land in that sector, but all the rest
of the county may be said to be one level
.area, unrelieved by anythmg other than the
depressions made by the runmng channels of
water, to which has been added since the
artificial drains so laboriously and expen.
sively constructed by the townships in order

to -make the fertile soil of lhe disln'_ct fit i::_/.

cultivation. alider it

" While all of this land is low ]ymg and
with the exceptions mentioned, level, there

are some parts lower than others. In the M

interior, before artificial drainage reached.
the stage of perieciion now altained, consid-
erable creas of swampy_lands were distri-
huted in many localitics. From the Ridge,

Vi
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‘Sﬂl w‘l\a wlthin a mile or so of

es along the banks -of the Thames
Mugthulowlmdsudld

" it MoGregorl creek
orses this” secto: tlme were depressions
en it‘and the on the one side and
idg: h , Where the water
je on the surfa m_mmn. pro-
from e ion by the thick forest
in In , & larger percen-
ML is found than in any

r townships, thongh Ralsizh and

! each their proportionaie share,

these three townships are located the
Wy known as “The Plains,” an
. 'Hw

thousand acres bordering on
Sye 2 river, the Chenal Ecarte, lake
Mlﬂ the lower Thames. This was

,‘M the ' increased volume of

from the lands which
When the lake level was low and
they beclme prairie
‘ with ponds, on which
: in abund The land
: m -the mouth of these two
Cin n times ther currents
pmeplible as they pas& through
phlu towards fhe lake. But in the
2 of the
ing snow or by l:eavy._;ain falls, they
Mumd into mighty torrents, over-
sir banks and submerging the cor.
ding areas with water several feet deep.

hes begins to -move, with the increased
and force of the water so rapidly
yplied to them by their rivmerous tributary
ms and crecks, this upper ice is carried
n the stream only to find that the ice at

e mouth of the river and the lake still re-
ains intact. The result is the formation of

m and ﬂlﬂ hcreue}l ln)mdanon of the
e Y

v e T Al el @
41 % s =

-E. land fells rapidly towards’

" lands are lower than the banks of the rivers
adjoining, a feature which accounts
t scttlers of the county distributing

t of treeless lands submerged every

r brought down by the Thames and |
they |

year, féd by the waters of the

addition, when the ice on the unper

hndoneithernlde and a proportionate in-
crease in the area covered, Aspmoo!lhuof

they continued submerred until the waters
were ciiher ebeorbed” by the soil or evep-

orated by the sun’c suramer heat. _/'
An:oonastheyhndbuﬂtforthmim

housze t(dw ial-task facing
the first setils vmto the soil ready to -
produce aify and vegeub!f necessary
for their living. reinovalfof the trees

waa veuelly all
section;
cleara?
to produce its first crop. But not so was it
'inth‘.mljorplnofthewmyoﬂ(m The
low-lying lands had to be drained and these'
submerged areas reclaimed before the soil |
‘could be made to yicld its annual harvest of
food products. At first the settlers confined

‘themselves to the clearing and the cropping
‘of the knolls and higher lands but as these

were very limited in area, later settlers had |
no alternative other than the occupation of
the lower areas, and the adoption of some
system of drainage which would make the
lower lands fit for cultivation. On porous
eoils and with a umuble season, profitable
farming gould be) carried -ofi” ' on the
lovrer lcvzls, but/on non-porous and heavy
soils, crops could not be grown mbi::nt some
system of drainagel Those who natural
outlets in the m}&nedmle neig}ﬁorbood of
their Fanm were /able to m}rmw
ful efiort in dmmage by-means of tiles and
open ditches, but for those farms which re-
quired a drainage sometimes miles in length
in order to obtain an eligible outlet, no
syste:n could be effective which was confined
to the efforts of one individual farmer. The
need could be met only by some scheme of
provincial or municipal drainage. '
The history of drainage has followed to 4
great exient, the history of road-building.
The first drains were built, as were the first
roads, by the voluntary labor of the settlers,
éach man workmg for the interests of his

bo-
HEL
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glor farm. Later an element of
was introduced to be followed
 the work becomiug a municipal
. done under its supervision, the
[ which was made by assessing
0. fi their propor-
But it was a public

the carrying out of

and appeals to higher courts fol-
counter appeals. To establish a

wn as the Ditches and Waiercourses Act,

e

hat time, the on'y o7g ion yet
ished for the cnt of township

ns the

srs and/ fence-viewers | were the

rincipal officers.” By this Act of 1634, the
. fence-viewers were.clothed with atthority to
' gettle all drainage disputes from their
isions ¢ appeal.  Although

be made regulating
11866 that it

mesting, " of which

ndertoken on a large scale. A statvte
passed that year, fathered by the late
el McKellar, M.P.P., establishing
enture syﬂm‘:,“lhe raising of loans by
township councils, payment to be made in
ments spread over a-number of years.
enabled large undertokings to he
1 by the municipelitics and an armuel
10 be added to the general texes of
the farmer benefitted, to whom payment of
re of the cost was by this means put
his easy reach. In fact, toking into

ERES 2

cansideration the increased productiveness of
-wettish, not 1o say anything of waste, lends, el
nature would in this way be made to pay A
for the drain's construction. The system was &
::hcr improved by the appointment of ex.
engineers, under whose ch 43
drainage undertakings of the muni:::li:: ‘ A e
were placed. The loeation of the drain was et s
mow no longer left to haphazard e 2
to the aggressiveness of loca
interests. Expert -judgment estima
t accruing to_each farm lot,
the assessment of cosl l‘ued on its/ propor-
tionate share of the t inad I'any' : sk
individual was dissatisfied with the engineer’s |
findings, he had the ri#ht of appeal to the .~ &
municipal council .who would- review the - -
engineer’s decisions, supporting or revising
them. If still dissatisfied, he had the right
of appeal to the county judge, and stiil .
further on until he reached the highest court '
in the land, the Privy Council. As municipal . - e
councils were not qualified, as a rule, to sit .
in judgment on the findings of an expert
engineer, in course of time a Drainage o~
Referee was appointed by the Provincial
Government who acted in the double capacity. o
of an expert engineer and judge, and in this
way much litigous expense was saved both '
o
/

. ‘““Mﬁmﬁuﬂ%’}

There was endless room, of course, for . - MM
legitimate complaint. The interests involved A r" :
were so intricate-and cxtensi::?ot avoidance M
of mistakes and ghiscalculetion d hardly !
be possible. 7 illustrétive l;irle, LA
.

us take the lands penefitted by ond of the
largest outlets. Th¢ system had to fake care
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not only of the w but also

of the highrr~ldnds. In process of time,  ~ :
after the Lmbér was taken o{f the higher 4
lards and before sufliciont outlets had been £ 853
provided, open ditches and tile drains were L
introdused by upper-land farmers and their :
excess waters sent down to increase the : X
volume of water on the lower lands. The ' b
people occupying the lower lands would see

their fields covered after.a. heavy rainfall

by the waters brought down from the lands

N

<

ers of the lov,




would have his crops destroyed by
ers which had come down to him from
“& s In the neighborhood of London,
'“'.- nualy. or even still farther
hm lands in the township of
Penh county, where one of
f~the Thames takes its rise.
fficient outlet, lgthu the
e into it would,~after even
bring no
ich it passed,
; ; but, in
ion, down and estimate the bene-
kWﬁopncbuomldtoewh
m in so extensive an area, would be a
"l!'-oulddnhemmytuklo
o 2 the farmer of North Easthope that
1 W' q assist the dtmuge of the
: l'lrmet. who was so un-
h ’ cupying the lower lands
bo hdres of 1 Clair, at
fa ilmlu of jthe river wlu drained
¥ ] LY LR = w o
| system, 8¢ mdnngnlhemnow
iched Ml‘ be achieved only by the
palities interested working in co-
tion with one another and the Province
fing with them, and 'so, of necessity,
age had to be carried out under the
ervision of provincial enactments. After
 of study and witness-bearing by legiti-
' comp nte, ‘defects he system
: bd, larger enterprises under-
lingAegislation put on ke ctatute
oday, the draifspe Eyu!s:nn of
distgict f& no: only cn inyaluable
ssqt, but the greaiest /achieve
oflm of its rm,p‘ﬂ poliiies.
uite' Have boen really marvellous. One
'“)‘ go down any concession in Dover
ﬁlﬁlg a drain twenly or thirty feet
g the side of the highway carrying
| Mer entlet on lake St. Clair the
m, which would otherwice flood
st farms. Many thousend acres of
‘been reclaimed where formerly the
od two or th:ge foet deep, miasmaiic

Annlivhgontheplulmof pools for the bmimg of mosquitoes,

to any.

malarial fever ond spue. To-day, these
lands are producing all the ordinary farm
products, and so far as the velues are con-
cerned, where the lands were originally
worth nothing, these some lands ave now
worth from two hundred to five hundred dol-
lars an acre.

The problem of ‘drammv the 1

Kent would have:
bad_ been a-sufficic water-h]l in
tion of its natury! ouilets. ‘But

land to he drainetlwas lower thﬁﬂ_
"level of the Thimes;. the Sydés

of their tributaries, mgre diithing or

ing was not sulicicmt, snd some supple

method had to be adopted to get ﬁd i the -

surplus waters. This consisted in o’ eystem

of dykes, embank‘mml‘ and pumping after the

_ manner in use in Holland. _After drains had
" been constructed by means of large dredges,

the soil taken from the excavation was psed

in making * embankments, which enabled
water to be held in the drain as meny feet
above the adjacent lands as the embankments

were feet high. In this way an artificial’

waterfall was constructed and the waters fo
+ be carried away brought down to the em-
bankment of the outlet, and there pumped
over the embankment into the outlet and
carried hy it to-St, Cleir lo¥e, the final out-
let for all the waters of Kent coyaty save
that from the lands south of the R;dre. which
drain into lake Eris. Such )
scheme is the Pike Drainags’ Wo; :3\in the
township of Raleigh which takes care §f four
thousend acres of these lower lands.] This
tract is iraversed by four drains whifh lead
to a reservoir, which is a big drain pr basin
about thirty feet wide and a mile ahd a half

long runninz westward, “where it| connects .
with an outlet leading to the Thames river,

the embankment of the outlet forming a dyke
or dam across the mouth of the reservoir.
Into this basin there is collected all the waier
brought down by these four drai ch is
pushed by means of a asn-wheel through
a pipe into lhe outlet w!uch. in turn, carries
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Ibm.llhou‘hmﬂnpomlof
is the last to be undertaken. The
outlet, or system of
lake St. Clair for
farmer provides a

to carry off the surplus
arm and connects it with

he municipal outlet. m- entails consider-
gble expense, which is borne by the in-.
_'fnwm Narrow trenches are:

* dug across the farm by machines made for-
he purpose, called ‘ditching machines,” and'
& line of four-inch tiles is laid at the boitom
i e under the frost line, which connect
a larger ‘Jeading to the muni«
outlet. On the farm, these tile-drains: .

~ run parallel' from three to eight rods apart
~ according to the nature of the soil, the porous
~ soils requiring less and the non-porous and
hvy soils more drainage, and- cover the
whole superficial area of the farm.
~ farm is not contiguon{ to ¢ mupic! iral out
let, then the tile-outlet: of the farm is per-
mitted to pass through the ﬁeighboring farms

’lwhcwl enactment govcmin" the casa.
“ In order to encourage the farmer to under-

take this tile-draining of his farm, ard also

 the _provincial government to the farmer -

- duced in 1894. The munmicipality rec:ives
- the amount it requires from the provircial
- government, which in turn makes a loar to
‘§ the individual farmer of a sum equal to

i Wyﬂuperemt.ofthecoatoflh'vork.
Thmy with inierest at five per cen:. is

If the

~_to reach it, free of charge, according to a”

ﬁ‘muﬂl the municipal councils, was iatro-

",l'l‘:_'._ .
Ry
L}
returned to the municipality in paymenis i '.  N

;made in annual instelments covering a period
of ten or twenty years, collected with their
‘yearly taxes. Large sums have already been

* borrowed for this purpose, the township of
‘Raleigh alone having received up to date.’ ’
the sum of 8$135,000, which is estimated 1o
be about one-third of the total expenditurs
made by the farmers of the township_in con.
structing these tile-drains on their farms. /"
"l'hmpmofthenyutem-loneul'n‘,d
enormous undertaking. The average re-
quirement for each farm would be a tile
drdin from six to twenty miles in length, As
the superficial area of Kent county is 574,210
acres, and subtracting such areas s may not
require draining, twenly five thousand to
seventy five thousand miles of drainage
would be required, or a tile drain so long
that it would lap from one to three times
arcund the earth. Tf the farmers of Kent
leounty were instructed to build a tile drain
which would ‘lap around the earth three
times, there would be soms demutring, but,
when each takes his own l'mlem to cqnstrua.
a little each year, the woﬂl is done’ befors
he realises the enormity, of the s tem with %)
which his own farm system is connected. The b
‘cost of tile draining is about 70 cents a rod, ’
so that the toggl cost of ‘this system cannot LS
be less than 85,000,000, when it is com- = .
‘pleted, and may be as high or higher than 32
$15,000.000. When there is added to this, '
the outlets that must be provided for thik tile
eystem, the expense will be seen to stagger
the imagination. Notwithstanding this gréat
‘outlay, it is still a profitable expenditira
which is shown in the increased prediic’ien &
of all iile-drained lands and the tran=forme- ;
tion of waste lands into fer'il> fmrms, the
need and profitableness of =hich has made
the drainage system of the county, the
greatest of its agricultural achievements, .
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" NOTE ON ARTICLE oN DRAINAGE.. ' % ' .

' “In or lllout the year 1883, my father, Joiln B Pike, procured a palanl for a Ihlll wl!eel i~
would pump or propel the water off these low-lying lands, on the principle of the
nedes serew, gradually propelling the water abead and at the same time lifting it up, and
the water did not have to be raised more than 3 or 4 {ecet, this proved to be very successful,
wheel was 28 feet in-@lameter. Rower waw applicd by a row of cogs on the clmmfcfcua\
_ further cogs revolving on a pinion driven by a steam
fer. of a threshing-machine cngine. In the result after °
means of large dredges anywhere from 25 to 30 feet or as
brought down (o the lowest point on the low-lying lands.
h wllcel wmped o propell over the enbankment wllid:

 the same manner. Also, he reclaimed Hog Island in Virginia on the James River for
tthqulrWﬂkiiﬁDMmOhhhﬂdmtdreanrﬂhhh

been redamed in $0 far as tﬁdmurmnlltb
i : i{'" "'-'




2 ,.\\,-‘: ll!uewllydlheprumm
S\¥!| could hardly realize that only a

it"\‘

-~ glory a forest which for the

‘-xnpﬂy.qulhyndqumilyo{mﬁnba

~ could be surpassed in no other place in
- Ontario, perhaps not in the world,

- “How savagely, how solemnly wild it
~ was!" wrote Mrs. Jameson of this forest as
1t lﬂ-' it when travelling through it in 1836.
~ "“So thick was the overhanging foliage, that
i;‘flntonly shut out the sunshine, but almost
 the daylight; and we travelled on through a
I of v.ultedl boughn and in-

: ' timber, nlnut. beech,
" and bass-wood, and’ oak and ‘maple of most
11 lmrimt grovnh.zhere and here the llgh!mng

oi'lhnlm-.rmngthegrmtmnkmmo,
and flinging it horizontally upon its com-

| 4 There it lay, in a strangely pictur.
| o 'i ~esque fashion, clasping with its huge boughs

- their out out stretched arms as if for support.

No one who has a single atom of imagina-
’ ‘Wﬂ-mlrmllhrou@thm forest roads of
without being strongly impressed and
The seemingly interminable line of

ore you; the boundless wilderncss

- -

.

around; the mysterious depths amid the | :

‘multitudinous foliage, where foot of man
hath never penetrated,—and which partial®

gleams of the noontide sun, now seen, now |
lost, lit up with a changeful, magical beauty

—the wondrous splendor and novelty of the
flowers—the silence, unbroken but by the low
cry of a bird, or hum of insect, or the splash

and croak of some huge bull-frog,—the soli- -

tude in which we proceeded mile after mile,
no human being, no human dwelling within
sight—, are all either exciting to the l‘my, '

or oppressive 16" the spirits, mrdm; to the &‘Jd
mood one may be in.” - -—"""'—’

But the early. settlers did look upon 3
these trees to ‘admire them. ir rexmul 'r'*{
constituted theix_ first and /most i ¥
problem. It was\a so 3
them when the ti on their R
be converted intq' money. Fifty ye afur‘ i
this description /of the county’s f 2
pum an trave er. p?ng over the '

oupd, found my..li of valuable .
umber eft. Whenonmthauttlmm o

able to convert their woods into money, it
did not take long to strip the forests of all
their valuable trees. Saw-mills, like the

taverns, sprung up numerously in the im-

mediate neighborhood of every belt of good
timber land. Every settler became a lumber-

man selling his timber to a neighboring saw- -

mill and spending his winter months in
hauling the saw-logs to its yards. The ring of
the woodman’s axe and the crash of falling
trees were then heard in every good piece of
timber arca as long as the daylight lasted, -

A. MAGNIFICENT FOREST DEPARTED
AND BECOME NOW A REALITY OF _
" THE STORIED PAST ONLY.

3oty L




Ay 3
- and if the day was not long enough to do the ' The first man to introduce a much more '
- amount of work to which they aspired, a improved and economic method of handling
~ slics taken from both ends of the night and the oak for export and ship-building purposes
 added to it, increased the amount of work was Daniel R. Van Allen, a prominent and
 done in each calendar day. There were no enterprising citizen of Chatham, who was
- idle moments for men, horses or oxen, as identified for forty years with a lumber .
~ long as the season lasted, and the fact that, business at that” place. Mr. Van Allen's -
~in addition to making money, they were also family was of Holland ancestry, one of the
. assisting the clearing of their lands by the very first of ario’s pioneers. They
" hauling away of its magnificent trees, gave settled at Burford wherc Daniel was born in
" increased inspiration and cheerfulness to 1823. In1833\he cam¢ to Chatham with
 their toil. Tt took ‘only a few short years of his uncle, by w he/ was educated and
. this co-operative effort to rid the county of trained for a busigess cateer. He established
© jiw'forest. With the coming in of the first a saw-mill at Chatham in J858, gbout the = -
L84 e railway in the early fifties the timber era beginning of the/period whén timber came to. |
F began, and fifty years afterwards, an be of dommarcial value i the county, and
occasional tree, or clump of trees, or a small operated it until 1897. He was therefore
. tract saved by accident, was all that was left identificd with the lumber business during
of that magnificent gift of nature, which in. all the years in which it continued to be an
Rt the admiration of Charlevoit -to industrial activity of importance in the dis-,
" _designate it the finest forest in the world. trict. During those years he exported large
Rt~ The first variety of timber to be sold jn -quantitics of ook for ship-building purposes.
§°f ' any quantity was the oak, an export trade Instead of handling square timber, he had
| in the white-oak variety being established for the trec trunks hauled to his mill, in such °
. shipbuilding purposcs. Magnificent trees of lengths as could be obtained from the trees
~ this variety were largely distributed through- free from knots. These he sawed into
out the forests of this district, and it was not Planks, with a whip<aw, and shipped them
uncommon to see a stick of timber fifty feet in their full lengths to the 0ld Country, in_
in length and forty inches square, and some - this way saving a large wealth of timber, :
cven seventy five feet in length procured’ from wastage. The /whip-saw ylhis cass
from these trees. The timber for export was Whs run by steam power ofbybnd.l
squared before taken out of the woods, and @ method of man acturing 1 fnquﬂlh
thus to the Old Country. This was 1V used by the fiist settlers ! T
a very wasteful method as millions of feet ~ The waste of timber jn squaring these
of lumber, and that of the best timber in the sticks was less excusable;/ from }13 fact that

t

A
- :.:.l.

L, S

Uil o . sarv, ther trade in oak

. | fres, were hewn off to square the stick and it Wwas unnccessary Apother_ts {

: ,--iii.&';‘ - left in the woods to rot. Later, £e round timber was c.ﬁabli? ed pboit the same time,
. trunk of the tree was only faced, and in this that of stave making, and thesc/outer parts
3 o way some of the waste avoided. The im. ©f thetrees Hewn off and thrown. away, |

e mense sfze and weight of some of these export could havé been utilised for making staves,
L :{ sticks of timber may be judged by the effort but. timber was in that era estimated of so
et r, L d to haul them to their shipping little value, that this was unthought of. Oak
'}?f ’E”d A white-oak stick, seventy-five feet Staves were used in making barrels for the
o squaring forty-two by Torty—l'our West Indies trade in molasses. and for l!w
[[ inches, took two teams of horses and seven: sdomestic trade in the products of the dis- «
_teen yoke of oxen to handle, and to haul tillerles and brewerles. They were made by

~ from the woods td'the banks of the Sydenham hand. When the tree was felled, it was cut
I ﬁm. i : e * up into the recuired lengths, split into holta.'




: a frow into undréssed feature which made it especially ada
Mmuimh ity e 09 this work, and the task of the Bl
~ oak was free and straight in the grain, it was to separate these layers one from the Pra S
~ split casily and a settler could prepare manv other and divide them into ribbons about an

in a winter season, which he sold fnch in width, which was quickly and easily
¢ to resident cooprrs—or for export.  done by those accustomed to it. Later, &
varied from fifteen to twentv-five” Hlaht fell-tpon'(he ash tfees, and they nll
to lenath,  died after whic

for the pur- 4 saw.mill, under several owners, until 1887.
ion of the when it was taken over by the Sutherland R
one altorether Tnnes Company interests, who erected two % By

rgl stazes in Jarge stave mills and operated them with b e R

s and fexpért men sixty men employed, all the year round. The - S

the process. §mmediate neighborhood at that time was A

~were hanled to a

~ mlanks sfx inches in thickness. These were
uhuﬂlnhuetimthelanﬂhoflho
~ staves required, placed in boxes where they
. went throuzh a process of steaming until the
~ wood became quite soft. In this condition.
with the stave-entter, a knife apvaratus

muinl{ an elm forest and the firm had no
difficulty in getting all the elm timber they =

needed to keep their two mills going from
the ecttlers at three dollars a thousand feet,
delivered at their yards, a price which kept
steadily advancing until it reached fifteer
dollers a thousand on the stump before the
industry ceased its operations,

The land of the district was low- lymg. s

" specially adanted for the work, the elm
 Wlocks wer n"nd ranidly up into staves of part of the Ctmﬂ: pany est
* Ralf an fnch in thickness, after which they late as 1366 Had 27,009 acres of K¢nt county
‘lla piled nv-!n sheds until /they became land in theiripossessigh—twenty-t
y the last stage &cres in Cnmdo;n, teen'hun

as the

hoopg." a_pro-
ash-trees into
industry of a

of work done, but they have passed
an extinction as complete as that of
T'lwdﬂgouu. The wood of the ash grew
\yers lbOu&vLowqmrm inch “thick, a

in Raleigh, twenty-seven hundred Romuey,
sixty-four hundred in Tilbury, and twenty-six
bundred in Zone, and' this was ¢nly oné of
the many Spccul.alors holding large tracts of
land in their posscesion. The holding of so
much land from scitlement, had one bene-
ficial effcci; it preserved many of the forest

. W Rnartol b oot ante’. lands intact until the czoming of the rlilwa.yl._ ~
;. n8?!11« were marvels of expertness in and co kept up- the industry of lumbering A w
8 occupation, both as to quantity and longer than it would othérwise have con- , z i

l-inuéd- | \»76!
- In 1896 the Sutherland Innes Company’

deeming that the scarcity of elm in the -

acighborhood made ‘it no longer profitable tol
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sntinte their stave business at Mull, sold
o 'ur w consisting of two large
: ' il‘m ten dwelling houses and numerous
- to Neil Watson, a son of James
'Mmdmepﬁmmlmdm
3 ‘Mr. Waison, reducing the

"dng;ﬁ!msixtytotwentymen,wu--

all of an ambitious and
was an American, named
h6 established at Blenheim one
of the lumbering industries in
All kinds of timber were'

' him and the American cities
{ which could be reached by lumber barges or.
ol supplied for him a ready market. |
:, walnut uul elm, were the main timbers
3L w but ' beoch, maple, and_ hickory
| P‘ were chopped up into cordwood, and hauled
" 10 railway stations, or shipped by boat for

lﬁm of railways, as wood, and not coal,
~ was the fuel
era. He rec tugs; cach }mh its
: ying b and odner, all
- of which” ran regular iriim from
it and Chicago, /ond other

g

_ He operated his faw-mill to
manufacture his timber intolumber, and
also to do custom grork, the eatving of logs
lllﬂgl\t in by armers into lumber. The

men - {wh e employed fwere mainly
Americain “birds of passage,/known in the
- neighborhood as “skecdaddlers>’ The Americ
0, can War for the abolition of slavory was
3 l*lwlt'lhilﬁme,andthew men fled to
Canada to escape military service.
2 They were met at Windsor by this enter-
m industrialist, who employed them at
-‘-. a ﬁy hm wa;e, which they, in turn, accepted
ﬁj\‘

; P'Wed in the woods, cuuing down trees for JAe%

¢ mill.
- both men and women on his farm. - H

- sake of its timber, when this was removed
- he proceeded immediately to clear and crop

_this cntailed much labor to harvest it

ush for steam engines in this |

rudﬂy, glad to receive any f.un ployment :
which provided them a living until the war SELAP eI

was over. Mr. Stoddard increased his Pt o
activities as the supply of these Americans =
became more numerous. Hundreds he em- 5 L

saw-logs, or chopping them up into cord-
wood. Scores more were required to drive
his many oxen and horsa teams, for he used
both of thesc—the oxen for skidding the .
logs and the horses for hauling them to the .

He alse employed a large number of

purchased a thousand acres of land for the =~ * ,

it. Six hundred acres of wheat were sowed ’.' 21
by him in onc year—the price of wheat being =
high because of the American War,—~and T
cutting of the grain had to be donc by they, . - :
eradle and the binding by hand, and in this . ~  * Yo g
latter work women were a3 useful and expert b L%y
as men. There were, beside all thess, the N  BER T -
men in charge of his lake vessels, and Ihoso _ $ 57}
required for loading and unloading them at S -r
the Rondean dock. In addition, there were a4y
the artisans, attached to all of these various
enterprises. Blacksmiths were required for .
mending broken chains, shoeing horses, and
helping carpenters to make néw sleighs and -
repair old omes. Carpenters were required « -
for building houses, making yokes, ox-bows,” - % = .
sleighs, waggons, and the many other A
wooden equipments required for so extensn'n A
an industry. \
These were boom days for the budding / A
village of Blenheim. But apart from em-. - b
ployment given in the winter months to some
settlers and the purchase of the timber on.
their farms, this industry conferred no last-
ing benefit on the community, It was in the
main an Amcrican concern. An American W
owned -it; Americens cut the timber into “ (éa
logs; Americans manufactured* these logs,
into lumber; and American citizens were
the purchasers of their products. There was
o cxport duties on these logs, neither was

- T

_ — S
3 ¢ g
o AT W

. F
e - g e "
b Lo SASELSYESAN

ST Lt




 lIsaac Swartout, the seniox member of the
 firm came from New York State. He was
~ born there in 1822, and spent the early part
| of his life as an engineer there. In 1850, he
W came to Canada, and located at Troy,
 Harwich, where he engaged in lumbering
©*" - and farming operations. He took an active
 part in the public affairs of the township,

- was for a number of years in the Municipal
~ Council, a Justice of the Peace of long stand-
~ing, and chairman of the Board of Licenss
- . Commissioners for East Kent. ‘s
"/ In Wallaceburg, the lumber era coni-
- 'menced in 1852 when a Mr. Bates established
~ a mammoth saw-mill at the lower end of the

~ lowed by another, also of large size, buill
' or three years later, at the east end.
of these handled large quantities of
~ timber, and established an era of progressive

' activity which has not\ perhaps been since
- duplicated in the history of the town.
~ “Booms of staves in the long reaches of the
~ river, lay in millions, timber in stacks lay
the banks at every available point, and
in thousands lined the highways and
clearings.” But this period of thrift and
prosperity was of short duration. The winter

a much more moderate scale, and con-
. tinued a ‘source of steady income and em-
| Ployment; undl ol the surrounding lands

i ant :

oy

. about 1890, the cloging period of the timber

¢ ) fr
were denuded of all their valuable timbers,
The last of these timber industries was the .
stave and cooperage plant established by D,
A. Gordon and James Steinhoff in 1883 under|
the firm name of the Wallaceburg Cooperage
Company, which ran for a decade or more,
and then ceased, as did all the others of the
county, for lack of material, — ¥
Another firm, which requires special m‘, v i
tion since it illustrates the ease with which a VR
business in lumber could be established. — /Q//“ oS
when the timber was plentiful and the market. 1/9'{" Bl LR
for it in good demand, was that of the M L
Ferguson brothers, James, John and Robert, 878 - 48
of Thamesville. Thq were natives of : : g 3
Paisley, Scotland, who came to this country, . - . : ‘
in 1854. Although weavers In the Old 2V
Country ,being handy men, they took up the
occupation of carpenters in this country, At
first they were-employed in building houses
for the settlers, but when Ridgetown began ,
to be founded, they built houses there on g
their own account and sold them. Later they ’
purchased a portable saw.mill, but the
lumber manufactured was sold at very low w5
prices, and little headway was made until a :
sudden change in the demand for walnut and
curly maple took place, by the opening up
of a market for it in the Old Country for the
manufacture of household furniture. Learn.
ing that a lumber eompany of Montreal was
anxious to secure large quantities of this :
species of lumber, John, the senior member -
of the firm took a train to Montreal and
secured from them a large contract with an
advance of sufficient capital to purchase a
permanent mill and the timber required to .
commence operations. They then began to
buy Canada Company and Clergy Reserve
Land, especially those sections on which grew
extensively the two kinds required by them.
After stripping the land of its timber they
sold it afterwards to farmers at enhanced
prices. The firm continued in business until

-~

era, having in the meantime amassed a large
fortune from their venture. . _ /
. Occasionally one hegrs at the present day,
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life is no respecter of
. The jewclled lun:
at knew no toil in the Old
stry had the same tasks, the

same kind of houses to dwell
same eonditions of life to face as

d halp which they brought with
the {_‘gdmthe ocean. “l naa often
F my bed of hemlock boughs and con

‘it no hard work,” wrote Colonel

in regard to his first years of ex:
h.'m in the woods of Canada.

B M“Mng ready for them but
werviling to be made by their own hands if
vee would build for themselves homes in
1 Although Colonel Talbot consider-
' " h, 1o share his experience with
ﬁ 1o instruct all the new-comers to
setilement how to build houses, clear
L ol potatoes, and do other
pioneers who first came
not so well favored.

sbundant material in the surrounding woods
each pioncer undertook, with courage and
patience, his initial task—the building of &
bouse t0 dwell in.  With eyes to see what
others had done, he felled the trees that were
day hﬂp for the work, cut them in
e lengths, \and then commenced the
laying of its foundations. This structure
was usually a small one, a one-roomed build-
i  a floor spacs of not more than ten
ve feet in area. The timber selected
: \ulh\muf a size such as could be
by one man, working alone. On one
sides, the front larger logs than the
wall were used, that by the time the
logs were put in their place, there
| slope from the front back-
make his roof. Poles were laid
I‘;ﬂ thesé was placed the bark,
off the trees in large sheets, opened
laid two tier deep to make the roof.
of this bark were placed poles,
’ ood thongs, to those:
l‘nﬁ thus a stronz roof was
ﬁm the use of nail or bolt.
for the floor and door, was
~ Basswood logs were split as
ble. and smoothed with an axe,
¢ the floor and on both sides
The op2n gpaces between the

de. 0L .clay.

ers came [rom every walk of life, &

first with chinks, and then _
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If any window at_all was
"¢ small pans of glass or at mast two, but
th> most of the first cabins were devoid of
rven that sizs of light givine convenienre.
The eamp'etion of his shanty thus far, mark-
ed the picncer's first achievement toward the
~tablihiarnt of himself and his family in
thair new homa, -

This nrimitive hat rerved the settler and
his family for the first summer of their abode
‘n the bush, or parhaps for scveral seasons,
if he was mars ambitious to clear his land,
than 20 provids for himself a more comforts
Jable hamé. Tha erection of a house large
rurh to fulfill the requirements of his
Settlement Duties wag a later undertaking =~
and was usually the eo-operative work of the '
w!!olt' sttlement. The los used to construct
th> walls were hewn with a broad-axe, they
wor2 hauled to the place where the honse
vas beinz erccted, by oxen, and in contrast to
the rude ‘notch and saddle’ corners of the
first shanty, expsrt’ axemen were employed

to baild up neat and perpendicular ‘dove-
tailed” eornors.

only
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e
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Cernelius MeBrayne, the first post master
of Botany, and probably the first white child N
harn in that seetion of ‘Howard township,

th's deseribes an old-time l}duwraising: .r(‘-’
“Th= logs were eut and hauled on the 5
rround, and about the middle of October "

they would have an old fashioned house
rais'n7.  An invitalien was given to about
twenty men from the old settlement and with
the help they had among themselves would
have enoush. The invitation was looked up-
on as general and som= twenty five or thirty
were ready and glad of a chance to assist, A
rood supply of handspikes, mulays and 3 :
skids, with the bark peeled off were provided : 4
befosehand <o that there would be no hitch
when apsrations commenced in the raising,—
- Jt mizht ba well here to explain what a 3
- “mulay” is as a great many people had never SETY
- seen them. The head is in the shape of a = |
. crescent, or exactly like a new moon put upon-

the end of a pole by which the men would
* push the logs up the skids. Tt answers the
¢ 8Ame puspnse in raising a log building as

the pike poles of teday do in the Trame. =

As soon as tha log reacneu the top it was _

spolted—a chip taken off the heaviest end 8

and turned over, this would keep it from o

rolling while the men on the corners prepared

the ends to fit the logs below—. There would g

always be a race to.sce which party would
- get their end up first. The men on top would 4
sstand back a few feet and stick their azes GZJ
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gpphiulhei:tou.
al the corners would 1
glulaglo ‘ride’ as

& bchmwduplﬂd
mumﬁmlymlhc
s time have usmtll

e the corners were being
the _ground had a chance .
m of public or private
M. the Wll news of tlu 3
as glven and in a like manner -
m &. walls were raised up to
of about seven ‘or cight feet the °
, were laid. The beam-plates are
logs somewhat larger than the -
‘* building with grooves cut -
beams which support the
ot four rounds are placed

, the first rib, and then
A straight grained
.:l cut in lengths for clap
-b-n niled waﬂbﬂ mlw e

Q bule. s0.also was modly
‘of its inside furnishings,—a

m of the settler's ckill and .
5, although both of these were ‘.
of too high an order. The bed °
Mur built into the corner
' lln walls of the house doing
other three legs. The “eprings”
poles or basswood planks; the
first, hemlock boughs. later, 3
. , rye, or wheat straw; and still’
m in a tick, the feathers of wild
~easily oblained. cvery autumn, 4
‘of duck and geese. Somes
ns of wild animals were used,
upon and gs gn upper covcring.

- M

ALY B R T-r“-;;.!
en fire-place was an indispensable ! §
the equip:nent  of _every pioneer
Ay npmm,, wns m:xdc in tha far

i Ilv' hox-lity structirs of stona
Jrnut which supplied a three-fold
0 g; lghtiny and - h: miug——fcr
houscs of the county. The
hrge cuough to take a back
ltmg and a foot through. A
would be used for aldirons and
| round green stick | was vsed,
g:_bn eold vu:hcr.- a baqk log

3 .-h.-'-ﬂ Sl 0 i ke
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e
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~ The elnmmcy was bmll of elny and straw
'umdcd and rolled to sich & eomsiateney ay
to handle firmly and sy when placed b
"“tween the pales that were Pt uprizht as the
wkaleton of the chimney, When building tha
~ chimnay a rod of iron, if it could be pron ‘
corad, was put in on which ts hang the pots,
Quite an improvement was the ‘crane® which
tet in the jam and could e e 'med out. tha
:ots put on and then lurned h‘u;l. over Ilm 47
re. 3
The hphl from the ﬁrt-p!au: was genrrn“v L
suﬂiﬂcm for the work beinz dons after ninks,
The men emploved their cvenings making
axe handles, which were often broken in
chopping and splitting. wood and it was,
nacessary to have a fow extra en hand to re,
place them. Sometimes they devoted theiy
evenings to mending their children's shoes op |
making hickory brooms for the house-wifs, =
while she, in turn, spent her evenines fn
upmning. knitting, patching clothes, daming
socks, or one of the many other dutics which
fell to_her lot. Asa heat distributor, when
the wealller was' ‘very nold, the fireplace was. o
not very umfuqory as you would be burn. =
inz on_ the one side while freezing on the |
other, bm hy turning areund frequq]lly this
(hﬂ'leulty was remedled. . e

ey L ..‘.4-._" ¢

~y
.,

ey S

ok
-

% ]

.
» _‘. . -.*l L
Tt e i S

e T T (T Y L T SN (T S e T Y U Ty Ty
k- otal = e - - = e e
il b el - T | o

s g Wy

3

L

CIMHES ,FOR THE FAMILY
WARDROBE.
T | 4.
The clolhes womn by the early pioneers |
were all home-made, usually woolen. home: .
spun. Even if the settler could conveniently 3
obtain from the trader the cloth required to
stand the rough usage of the bush life, it was =~ |
so dear that few could afford to buy. Many
of the Old Country immigrants brought with
them quantities of linen cloth, but the great
majority were clothed with the product of §
their own toil. The manufacture of the wool |
into cloth was by the primitive means of the ' %°
hand cards, spinning-wheel and the hand- =
loom. Spinning was a bye-occupation of the 7'1
women of the household, but weaving was the ¢
occupation of weavers, either men or women,
who had to take farm products in exchange -
for their work. ~'As =oon as the clearings
were large enough to warrant the sa‘etv of
keepinz sheep, a fow, at least, would be kept
by each settler for thz clothing of the family.
After the wool was taken ofl the shecp, it was
; gvh_".'hed ta free it from dirt and picked by °
:;_, hiand, mang it ready to be carded, which '
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| even twist was given to it. A
r would four skeins a day,
L added to the distance travel.

H

one pound of wool, The yarn was colored

.‘,_qglrl_pu.unypnlmselmd, by
artistig selection of polars, a very fancy
¢ of oloth would be turned out for the
lics, ‘Ihldiﬂviedwilhcnehothaia

of the men the yarn was made

i rghw‘u'lopm'ide,beﬂle:cloth.
., Sometimes the clothes would be made out
.:@Ml‘hmfm the weaver, but
(for the winter wear, the cloth was put
lhroug ccss of fulling. This was done
a tub of luke-warm water,
soap, and tramped hour after
/ the boys apd girls getting into the
! M hare fect. Dy this means the
oth was ehrenk up and made much thicker,
Prozees which was called “fulling’. Some.
w8 this work was done by ‘fulling’ bees.
% b of cloth, praviously soaked for some

'v” '!J-N.nhlzrééz;::.ca -

: ﬁ Mpy, tepid water, was placed in a
* 60 a strong table provided for the
. The neighbors gathered to do the
00% their places around this table

ight it down with a thdd on the table.
-wu continued for about two
s th company stopping oecasionally to
& rest while the web was treated with a
“of soap and'water. The cloth
M at intervals so that the

ﬂ* Un, and when woven in plaids, |

g ?gn suitable to their fancy. For

-
eata N

-—.

)
i
4|
g |
1
’

iy e s T

>

L A Ly

-

e S LRl Tl e PR ek

P the web together 'with their hands

]

; 5 0
St inate with_the weak, and in_4

Faait] e i

-

¢ auired art and ki, and henco a better ye. |
*_sult followed from the ‘bee’ than from the FTN
- "tub and children' metholl. The web was =
~ fhen ‘hung out to dry’ alter ‘which it was |
' madeintoelolhaby'hemmuednlnd

. STRAW HATS.

et

£ tho end the web receive an equal decres of

pounding throughout jts whlc‘l;tg-.';:'

- produee i 3
e an cqual shrinkage in every square

its arca, was an operation which re-

3

eapable mother of the home,
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The making of straw hats for Adue family

. was the work too of the house-wife. ' She
' eelected the straws by hand from either the

wheat or rye fields of grain before they had

and spread out in the sun to bleach. When
finished, they were tied up, and put carefully

< Lo L
quite ripened. These she cut with a scissors .’i S Y

~ away until the leisure of the winter months

wetted and bent into the red ¢ as

she sewed them together by hand. . In this
way, by the eprinz months she had a ha
ready for each memb-r of the family whi

4
_ often times mecant a dozen or more hats made i ¥ %

every winter, v A AT v
<3 TN Lassaioegl b
TALLOW CANDLES,  ~ o577 Fra=1 i

L - - i 4
The first light used after the fire-place was |

simply a piece of rag sct in a saucer of oil % e

which had the advantage over the fire-place, '

in that it could be moved from place to place ,.""f.‘;'

in the room. The oil used was principally “;‘: . ‘

coon oil, as ,I:e settlers kept a good supply i,
on hand for the purpose.: Tallow candles

* were the next in order. The method of
* 'making these was as simple as it was tedious. 1

The wicks were dropped into melted tallow
and withdrawn.” The tallow adhering to the

- wicks soon cooled when withdrawn, and every | "-l

. time they were dipped added to the size of t‘

e

e st

- ok §7 i}
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the candle. This was continued until the =
proper size was obtained. A block of wood -

!
with a hole to place the candle in, answered =

“th> place of candlesticks. Finally moulded '

candles came into general use. Moulds cap- * | -
able of making three, six, or eight candles < '*
at a time, came to be a part of every pioncer’s © |
house-hold furnishings, and the labor of '

' making candles was thus greally curtailed. '

These made a better appzarance than the
dipped candle though not -giving any better
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pene were all ‘mannfactnred

written on with ink mry
sometimea made by dis-
pawder in water, bt the fluid

by the scttlers for many years .
' bark #ill it

was considered a first class
whittled out of a

the size of a lead
are, with groovey

| ;‘:' R
their cloth and yarp
to provide their own
three of these most
18, The one was the butternut

| brown which was made by boiling the bark

1 of the butternut tree or the outer covering
B E of the butternut in watey which gave & very .

:
7
i

' dursble brown. . Brown was also obtained by
suma

i
13
'J m b in the same manner.
ey v M’d from the hlossoms of
M th!: and black by boiling the bark
gl the soft siaple, which with the addition of
wt blndt.

- g

| | ol ki

_ from the. nehes mathered from fhe fire-places
ﬂhﬂ? pehes, neincipally of the hardwoods,

L9t mare eepaeiplly of the elm.
able in water and honee epsily ohtained by

o8 over which was poured water which
paesine throeh the ashes and canght in

"

s ynder the leach was known as lye.

A golid, or in other words until the
gyaporated, leaving the desired in-
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1% #Black salts, or peat! ash. was mannfactnyed { ;

i from the fallows where the loa heaps had
3 Boan bt v, Tt wae on inwyedient contains

Tt was '*

simple method well kpown to all the early .
Mlers.  The aches were pathered intQ |

wae boiled in lapee kettles vntil it ¢

‘;k;',,_ﬂrg well known .pame.
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' lamong the carly ottlers ae “Black Salts,

+ panally of the hovse-wife and added one moTe,

" demand for the makina of soap and was one
~ of the first products
Ceould ret money, oll other articles being
_ Bartered for other commodities.

. This product of the leached ashes of hurnt

lops and timber, rendered into pearl ash by
this boiling process was hnmourously defined
" ns “the father of potash, the prandfather of.
! pearl ash, the great grandfather of saleratus,
| the preat, freat grandtather of soda and a

[‘. distant relation of the baking powder of the
* present day.” ' 1

~ Later this product was manufactared by
E“'-her'm established throughout the county
0 t who purchased all the ashes not required by

L
!

nmbltwlnlhe

bouses.

i

‘ 0 her many dontestic dutics. Tt was in preat

for which th settlers

the settlers for the making of their own soap..
an ndustry which continued as long as the

country and wood was: i ©.
Jheonlyluelmd!otconkinsmdm : ,
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__""..8-;- “THE BRITISH AND AMERICAN
i INSTITUTE OF DRESDEN.

A

~ An institution organized under the auspices
of some philanthropic gentlemen—princi-
pally British—for the purpose of providing
escapcd slaves and colored people with

education.

the

«d people
of his journey—principally rui
. who at that day were flecing 10
{reedom in large numbers, wero
 only of the ordinary necessitics
" of educational privileges of any
ne this fact to some friends
‘which he visited shortly after, a
y, 81300, was subscribed by them—
headed by a young girl—which he
pply as he thought best. On his e
o Canada, a mecting was called at
o to decide in what way the money
M be applied, at which were present,
nget others, the Rev. Mr. Rolfe and Mr
'ﬂ. Brown, of Chatham. It was agreed
the amount should be expended in the
o of lands and the crection of a
] house in which to provide education
w people. The Rev. Josiah Heason
dep to select the necessary lands,
ﬁm’ a tour through the weslern country
Jocated at Dresden, purchased Lot No. 3.
the 4th Concession, Gore of Camden for
Institution and for himself secured the
ining lot on the same concession, part
which he subsequently sold to the Instl-
om.  These lands now form the souths
partion of the town of Drecden.
+ o Board of Trustees, and with Mr.

L1 OTY

A sl and Cisga

an
L T

Henson as agent or manager, operations com-
menced in due course of time, and a low long
story-and-a-half building of hewn logs arose
in a small confined clearing near the river
bank, and which for some years, was used as
a boarding school for refugee slaves. This
school, pariook largely of the character of an
industrial institution, the slaves being set at
work in the woods cutting logs, cordwood, or
at the primitive farming operations on the
Institution lands, a portion of their time
being set aside and devoted to their educa-
tion. The “Friends” in Boston and other
places, on Mr. Henson's solicitations, furnish.
od the ncedful funds; and clothing and
provisions arrived in bulky consignments at
Chatham [rom the different receiving depots
—Cleveland. Sandusky, and Detroit. The
agents at Delroit were the well known
merchants, Messrs. Moore and Foot, and the
goods weic brought to Chatham by the
cteamboa! “Brothers,” and thenct conveyed
by friends of the Institution to Dresden. By
My. Henson's efforts, during several succes-
sive winters, sufficient funds were raised in
eastern cities in the States for the erection
of a saw-mill, followed in 1816 by that of
a grist-mill although for some reason the
latter did not begin operations until 1849.
The Instit:tion was now flourishing; a large
business was being done in lumber, walnut
crotches and cordwood; the export of the
latter commodity being so considerable as to
require the use of a large scow. This traffic.
in lumber crew to large proportions. Mr.
Henson took a Mr. Carey in parinership with

i P
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t amount of thought
on other sections and

" However, the greal crops ol corn, sugar bacts, .

* beans, tobacco, earlp vegeatbles and the large

" production of hogs called for attention and -
“in 1921 the provincial government decided

hw purchase an Experimental Farm and have

%

' all its interests devoted to those phases’ of.
in ‘the

‘ ' agriculture of prime importance
" southern portion of the provinee.

‘M"p experimental station for the solutica of
Y problems pe_uliar to this section ef the
i P ] L country deemcd a mecessity.

" Experimental
3 &‘*nm in many ot

, in
* of crops possible

farms were already

staples; crops, such as corn anl beans, were

. grow but not under ordinary commercial
':% Z?_h;%;:mdimm The agricultural possibilitics of
;\?t-r‘-:k‘ this south-west corner of the province had
. mot been sulliciently explored, and it was

""'Ml_sfo_rc deemed @ necessity

- v‘q}_

o s - A

and the possibilitics had

her places but the range ,
to grow upon them did not
include several that arc grown in Kent as

to cstablish an

= R ".' o

ment that had taken place was nol

cxporimental 1l;tioh.wl'1mt’x ficld
would include the solution of problems
pecaliar to this section of the countey: The

L

“ywork wers toincludes—.

~ fram corn. .
(2) The uce of oﬂiﬂcial_fcﬂili@ on the
. various crops. (5

* " (8) The development of & stralivof fickd ‘

discases but still

ars  leans immunc (o
yield satis-
.J:.-’.f : s

retaining their power tol
_ factory crops. by ey
. (4) A study of plant diseases throughout

" the district and lo carry on any ex-

- perimental work necessary mmm : o

~ methods of comballing them. :
. (5) Experimental work with fruit and
early and late vggublu. A5 .

gt s g

major vndertakings in the first stages of ils

(1) A stady of the p;oduaaon;‘-;t‘b;m e |



tobacco and
the best
- methods  of
growing and
handling the

erop.

‘r (7) “Testing field
- gorn and
~_ selecting for
" high yield-

" avoided.

easons which led

" to the selection
and purchase

of farm.

The Government
inspected many
farms previous to
purchase and gave
very careful thought
to soil and climatic
conditions, T he
final decision of a
farm, hopever, was
left to the pre.i.
dents of the various
erop Associations
throughout the pen-
insula. The farm
owned by J. D.
Brien, of Ridge

town, consisting of

187 acres was pur-

ﬂuniu of

‘ing strains maturing suflicicntly early
, for the district.
(8) Distribution of seed grain.
{9) Distribution of foundation breeding
hogs and poultry.
Experimental work with cattle and horses
was not contemplated becausc investigations
dmdy carried on at the older stations
would apply to any conditions throughout
" Ontario; unnecessary duplication was to be

EXPEKimMLNIAL Fako, KIDGETOWN.

Up-to-date

condition.

.

sion obuildd

March lst, 1922,

Thfamklw._ g ‘1}*
partly within the
town limits, and,
fortunately, immed- -
iately adjacent to
the High School.

The soil ungea

from heavy clay to -'
sands and gravels

with an -atea of

black muck.

Ruunbhhnonqiwdhrm&u

Before experimental work on a large scale
can be carried on successfully, a farm must
be worked until its capabilities
menls are well understood; the soil must be
uniform in fertility, in drlimlgc and in its
general character.  Five years is ok 3
a reasonable time to bring any place into

is considered

underdrainage, the

completion of buildings and the preparation
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THE PIGGERIES, Experimental Farm, Ridgetown.

Where two hundred and fifty hogs were Llested
to wscertain if ecrn-fed swine could

of the soil for pro-
duction has been

and

undertaken
soon this prepara-

tory stage will be
passed, and labor ~ =
and expenditure
will be devoted
to the |, .t
aechievement of its

wholly
ain.

enefits which will
accrue

succesful ex-
s

Kent and Essex

are receiving less

per hundred.

pounds for their
hogs than are other

counties principally
produce Wiltshire sides. . bg:causa ,?,ff.‘hf t:po i
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- of grain, beans and
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Pilied; "the producers” mabistined cmmmmk,mn.,s.w* wed and fed.
£ that no oher type could be rased success-  and thereby produce wnahimua-ueﬂ'
fully when corn was the basic part of the will meet the rdqui:mu o!‘ tho Brit

MR Moptlinges A

wealth. Large areas

corn are produced

and annually the
yields are effected

‘by the “Pull of Nature” towards the avernze

of the strain and sufficient effort to counter-
act this natural influence had not beea put
forth. Five to ten bushels per acre over
the wheat, oats, barley. corn and bean erop
is worth while looking after und an instiiv-
tion was necessary to discover methods by
which these improved conditions migit
be obiained. Diseases such as smul, rust,
anthracnose and mosaic, and such pesis
as the corn-borer exaclt an appaling toll
annually, The task of combatiing them ig
one for experiment covering many years'
work. The Experimental Farm constitutes
a center of activily where work can be carried
en for the benelit of the comununity and
successful mothods discovered by ity put into
genexal practices by the [armers of the district
cannot fail to do other than adld greaily 1o
the progress and wealth of this south-
weslern: peninsula.

A- eperanent
rosulta,
Four defiuil

] .!'ilil‘l‘l lh- i H s

madea with prezrcice

acpiuts of ihe Loz siluation

A CARLOAD OF WINTER-FED STEERS.

Indicating a method adopted by many farmers,
devoting their land for ficld-crops, by which
they may be able to maintain or increase

the fertility of their land.

 food The exporters were calling for bacon-  market?

 hogs and were willing 10 pay the increased Undoubtedly the ﬂnek, fa ‘hog can be
price. Someone had Hi improved by selees

o experiment and oy - ¢ tion and, perhlqu{’ yr"

- see if bacon could — by the infusion ofL'* |
not be produced i B ‘some outside blood, 5
from ecorn. One i 90 but it is questions -
dollar per hundred | v - gx able whether such
pounds on the hogs B LIS gg; " pigs, regavded as &
throughout the [ e S purebred breed,
southern  counties | - 3t i would be as satis-
would be a great | factory as other ©
gain in productive B "ot S0 breeds for the pro-

duction of bacon.

ing purposes, and
the improved types
now recognized by the breeders make excel:
lent crosses with some of the larger more
_rangy breeds of hogs. They are also parti-
cularly well adapted for the system of farm-
ing at present followed in south-western
Ontario, and, when crossed, no doubt zome of
the factors controlling this adaptability are
transmitted to the offspring. It is question-
able whether it would pay to endeavour to
develop any of the so-called type of hogs ta
a point where they would be suitable for the
Aritish market in large numbers, when there
are other breeds which are eminently suited
for such trade, but it will be advantageous to
{asez for some time to come, the improved
Lypes of lard br_eeds.

Can the so-called bacon breeds, and
espocially the Yorkshires, make gains as
cheaply and as quickly as the thick, fat
breesds, when fed under soulliwestern condl-

tions?

The bacon breeds, if not of the very
extrems type, when properly fed under south-
western  conditions, will ‘make gains as
heaply and as quickly as the thick, smooth

They are, however,
valuable for cross-
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corn in the ration, and will produce a product

- *earrying & higher actual value than will the -

thick, smooth carcass.

' Will the bacon breeds, when fed upon at
~ least seventy percent. com, produce Wilt-

shire sides?

" The sevenly per cent. cotn can be used in
the finishing rations of bacon hogs. and it
does not have any detrimental effects, pro-
vided the ration is balanced, The quality of
Wiltshires produced compares very favour-
ably with that of those produced from hogs
raised largely on dairy by-products.
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proeds and will vee a large percentage of

intensive crops and the natural shonage of
phosphates in the soil have, doving ithe pml’
twenly years, very greaily stivmlated the use
of artificial fertilizers, Al wanner of
mixtures are in use and no onc up to the
present has been able to safely advise. coll
sequently a series of tosis to vover & pegiod
of years were plann-! wi' th: crops of

Would & be o . TR

vantageous to use E G b
crossbred hogs for 5 .
general produc i
tion? W

The cross-bred L

hog which is the
sesult of a cross of |}
one pure-bred '
breed upon another
purebred breed, | t
has throughout the | 1
three years exhibit- | jws},. il
ed a thriftiness and
a general tendency An experiment which she
towards low cost of increased by Ml‘;""
production, which
which would seem to indicate that such 8
practice would be valuable for raising
ordinary commercial hogs, and snch erossce
as the York and Tam, York and Chester, Tam
and Duroc, Berk and Team, Berk and York,
and others, might well be considered. The
principle of crossing two pure-bred breeds
and the advantages to be gained thereby have
long been well understood and recognized,
By such crosses, the general quality of the
finished product, where the thick smooth type
prevails, can be improved and, in many cuses,
secure a percentage of sclects, which would
be impossible if thick smooth pigs weye usedl
exclusively.

A FIELD OF BEAMNS. E
showed that the yicld may be  rrowery Tasas and M

culture.

i ca ._.,___.__“#- . D aniiin " PRI e S

pelleds, L FUgaT SR
't boans com. . ol
onjons and  toma- ','
: toes, 1 T wumy-m_ire;ﬁ_. ’
tﬂ mixiures weee used
ﬂ al fiest and thesz I ©
m Lave been reduced HE

™15 fifteen and will R
bs [urthes selected o
il reeammenda- "
tions may be saade 38
for Jdelinite mix- "
tvre . The tests are v i
wade upon the N

duplicate” s are 8
saade at the Experi
mental Farm.,  When ihe gencral teste have " ‘

7 approvid me

been carried on, for a number of years
throughout the couniry more intensive ferti=

lizer work may be conducted at the Farm. .
These plois act not only as exporimenis hut o i
as demonstrations also 3

he steady deeline In the Yield of the Dean '
Crop to be stitied nnd ovescome.

The Eaperimental Farn is situaied™in the

of the bean industry in Kent_County.

ys of the bést cush

o vields have not

centre
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0 in many cascs, has had its effcct
_upe the general bean crop and more
"3 «@dﬂly-whu practically no definite
1o counteract this influence had
£+ + boer done. So far several strains
70 have been‘tested for yield and disease
“resistan with Nili!fﬁﬂ(nt,’ roulu;
large yielding siraing  have boen
secured and while these have not beeu
absolutely free from discase, they are
L ically so and fona an exceilini
~ foundation from which to securc a
7 strain absolutely immune to Antroe-
 pose and Mosaic. Seed beans have
 been distributed to many farmers and
in all cases reported have given excellent
Wd?utudmuh:h&iﬂ.ﬂ
combatted.
Many of the more common plant diseases
' such as the smuts and rusts of grains have
been well known for years but with the in-
S troduction of the intensive crops either in the
. fields or the greenhouscs many new ones
i presented themselves and have not only given
: - much concern to the growers but have caused
"+ heavy monetary losses. Diseases of plants
~ require scientific study by experts who are
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Whose promise of a gen
3 by the corn-borer.
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Shoviing "Jn‘c remainder o fthe stalls lelt i lae Sadi
provid'az a winter

" The probability of loes is +3 greal that the
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erous yicld was nipped early

THE COIU
hom= [o ths eavi boter.

equipped 1o asceriain the simplos and Lizal R
mothods of combatiing thza. his work I
veguires time to be spant whore the disepse = |
is rampant as well as in the laboratory amf 8 :
oftem it takes years Lo actually deiermine the \. :
it

canse bofore a cure can be recommendel.

govermmenl cannot afford to do other than B |
cmploy the best available men and provide E |
thesn with exeellent opportunities for rescarch Y
study work, This work covers cercals, beans, 1“7'—'-

il

corn, tobacco, onions, carly vegeatbles, all 4
{ruits, melons and all ‘greenhouse. crops: by
There is considerable work underaay €over- i
ing several of the discases and where |
recommendations can be made growers 4
are advised so that they may be able to 3

avoid any unnecessary risk or loss.

v

areful Sclection and Distribution of A
Foundation Stock and Seed to be a
part also, of the work of the farm. =

Experience  has taught that blood
1s with breeds or varieties -

lines or straiv
through careful sclection may be made
alue on the open

of much grealer ¥

market than the averaze. Many growers,
however, may not apprccialc such or _‘
may have been disappointed in some -
pure bred stock or may not be able to "%
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pay the higher prices to uutatmtlmg brcederl :
and sliould be given a chance to start on an
improved basis. The Farm sells all swine and
poultry suitable for breeding purposes at
reasonable prices, and as the foundation stock
hus been gradually improved all youny stock
aml.dnh for beeding purposes finds a ready
market, Seed beans, wheat, oats and barley
are sold cvery year in large quantities and
throush this- channel’ the average yields of
peneral erops will be biutl up, which in the
agaregate over a few years may represent

r2C ¥ . ’
larze valucs, el
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A FIELD OF EARLY POTATOES, Experimental
Farm, Ridgetown.

Skowing tlu mﬁhbhun of this erop in
a soils in Kent County.
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from the foundation upwards, but from the i
roof downwards. The scheme in its initial
effort failed for lack of funds, since even half
a million acres of land worth only a shilling

an’ acre at the time, was hardly sufficient en-

" CANADIAN ACHIEVEMENT: KENT COUNTY -
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CEN I RAL SCHUUL, CHATHAM

. most of their children were compelled to face
 their future life handicapped by the lack of

education.

FN effort to start general school system for
the province.

As early as 1795, there was a public move-

y ment made in the direction of establishing a

system of general education for the province.
In 1797 the Legislature memorialized the
King, George 111, with a view to establishing
school in each district, and a
University for the province. The King as-
sented, and a grant of five hundred thousand

~ acres of land was set apart for a grammar
school in each district, “containing a school

room capable of holding one hundred boys
without danger to their health, for too many
being crowded together,—and also a set of
apartments for the Master large enough for
his family and from ten to twenty hoarders.”
York was selected as the place entitled to the
University.

w.-lnnu of this first attempt end its un-
popularity.

No doubt the promoters of this first cffort
to establish an educational system for the
province meant well enough, but they eom-
mitted the unwise blunder of makinz pre vi-
sion for the higher education of the children
of the country before doing anything what-

ever for their elementary education. The

 edifice to be constructed was to be bailt, not

dowment for such an ambitious undertaking.

The folly of establishing a system of
higher education before there was the first
provision made for elementary training, pro- '
duced a cleavage between two classes of =
citizens, both equally anxious to benefit their
country which it took years to eliminate. The
general public claimed that generous provi-
sion was being made for the children of the !
‘gentry’ but no account was taken of the need
of the children, of the common people, and,
no doubt, class antagonisms were being work-
ed out in a measure, in the systems of train-
ing which both sought to establish. Even
yet some look upon higher education as some-
what antagonistic to the welfare of those who
have to labor for a livelihood, and the
Collegiate School and University the places
of training for a favored few.

The unpopularity of the grammar schools
was voiced by William Crooks, Esquire, of
Grimsby, in letter written in 1818. “Al-
though the liberality of the legislature had
becn great in support of the district schools,”
he said, “yet they have been productive of
little or no good hitherto for this obvious
cause, they are looked upon as seminaries
exclusively instituted for the education of
(be children of the more wealthy classes of
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QUELEN MARY SCHOOL, CHATHAM
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London, Faglanl,
with her won, and sent him to
- # until he was Ofteen, Al
1 be tried employment in
& house, but was dis-
missed on necount of his poor

‘ As n result, he BOMUND DRATLS-

g2 Mimself with dilicence FORD HARKISON,

correct this defeel and be- Tuspector ublie
- pene Behools, East Konl,
euksting 18- 18RS

test.mony.
at ahout the age of clchi en years,
May, o=ur Cobourz, and
in # ravalry corps stat'onel
On May 15th, 1851, he married Mary
‘obourg. From Ceohour, he moved Lo
Township on February 28th, 1814, and boug't a
Buller's Corners, on the Thamesyitle 8 deroad,
4ih, 1853, he boughi (he south ha'f of
9, Howard, where lis wo'e surviving
Harrison, now resides,  [le died on Janu-

e taught school in
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* to which the poor man’s child is
considered as unfit to be admitted. From
such causes, instead of their being a benefit
10 the province. they are sunk into obscurity,
and the heads of most of them are at this
moment enjoying their situations as comfort-
able sinecures. Another class of schools has,
within a short time, been likewise founded
by the liberality of the Legislative purse,

_ denominated common or parish schools, but
like the preceding, the anxiety of the teacher
employed, seems more alive to his stipend
than the advancement of the education of
those placed under his care: for the

:

pecuniary advantages thus held out, we have
been inundated with the worthless scum,
under the character of schoolmasters, not
only of this, but of every other country where
the knowledge has been promulgated of the
easy means our laws afford of getting a living
here by obtaining a parish school, which is
done upon the recommendation of some few
frecholders, getting his salary from the
public, and making his employers contribute

: W,‘ beside.”

‘P‘.’Wilbn for clementary education firet mn‘c

AR

in 1816.

For ycars, after the first settlement of the =
county there was no provision made for ax
public suppert in behall of the elementary
education of the children of these first
settlers, It was not until 1816 that the first
altempt was made along these lines. That
year legislation was passed, called “The
Common School Act of 1816”7, whose prin-
cipal provisions were that it authorized the
inhabitants of any locality to convene a
meeting at which provision might be made
for building or providing a school house,
securing the necessary number of scholars,
(the requiremment being twenly or more for
one school), providing for the salaries of
teachers, and electing three trustees for the
management of the school.

This Common School Act of 1816 was only
permissive, providing mno scheme for free
schools for all, simply allowing communities,
upon their own initiative, to form something
analogous to our present school section, levy
a rate upon those only who desired to enter
the scheme, and whose children alone had the
right to attend the school. Tt was an effort to
establish the parochial school of the Old
Country in this new land. These schools
were called district or parish schools, and

The Rev. W. WM. G.
& 1 Colles, L P. 8., & native
v of Dublin, Treland, and
X o pupil of the Blue
: > School, began teaching at
igntay k. . Lalena, County Grey, in
1869, Entered Toronto
Normul School in 1877,
. Taught In Irovinelal
; ' § . Model Behool In 1878,
I8, SE Prin. Morrisburg Model
School 1879, Prin. Chat-
ham Model School 1880 to
1843, Appeinted Inspecior
1585.  Represented the
Yublie School Inspectors
on iae Ontarie Educa-
| Yiomal Council, by elec-
for six successive
|  year<. Was instrumental

: during his ferm of oflice
I ey ___J
school each year.

in having 42 medern
REV. W. H. G. COLLES, passing the
LP

tion,

e T

brick schoel houses bulilt,
an average of ome new
8. Fxnmi

in
by the late Bishop Baldwin, e 1587
thood in 1889, and se 4 ilonerary
ﬁh‘l:n'lh‘l::r: of Christ Church, Chatham. for ...rl,_
40. years.
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 were attached to the grammar schools in
. nteruu to those who should attend. The
.»'.;:Q ;ﬂs q pﬁlle or common school was yet a long way
: ~ off. The Government was very generous in
~ its grant to these schools. Twenty four thou-
~ sand dollars was voted in 1816 but this was
~ yeduced to ten thousand in 1820. But the
e school was never popular since it did
~ not provide a free education for all the
% of the country.
EE N iek il ualiod tenshors and sitoble tent
books, at first a service handicap.
- When a community was found in which
- there was a requisite number of scholars,
Iwenly or more, and the parents of these
children interested enough to seck to provide
them_an education, and even after they had
their school built, there were two handicaps
met with, which if not overcome made it very
difficulty 10 obtain efficient teaching for

provinee, and go into many ofllneommon i
schools; you find a herd of cllildren
instrucied by some anti-British adventum,.i ;
instilling into the young and tender mind,
sentiments hostile to the parent state”, Y3
It was not until 1847 that any real effort
was put forth to correct these abuses. Dr.
Ryerson reported to the Legislature in 1847,
“T think that less cvil arises from the em-
ployment of American teachers than from the
use of American text-books. Whatever may
be thought of the wisdom or expediency of
restricting legal certificates of qualification
to natural born or naturalized British sub-
jects, 1 believe public sentiment is against its
repeal and in favor of having the youth of the
country taught by our own fellow subjects,
as well as out of our own books. In regard
to the exclusion of American books from the
schools, 1 have explained that it is not be-
cause they are foreign books simply that they
are excluded, but because they are with few
exceptions, anti-British, in every sense of the
word. They are unlike the school books of
any other enlightened nation, so far as I have
the means of knowing. The school books of
Germany, France and Great Britain contain
nothing hostile to the institutions or deroga-
tory to the character of any other nation.
American school books, with very few excep-

the community. The first of these was
~ the ‘scarcity of properly qualified

- teachers and the second the lack of
~ suitable text-books.

These difficulties faced all the rural
communities in the county of Kent.
Their schools were taught either by
discharged soldiers or itinerant teachers
from the United These. These latter
used their own school books, and
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tinctured the minds of their pupils with
their. own political views. The com-

PUBLIC SCHOOL WITH CONTINUATION
DEPARTMENT, BOTHWELL

R
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 gbound in statements and allusions
to the institutions of the British

L

 As a result of continuous agitation, but

re especially through the efforts of Dr.
in 1850 the whole system of popular
~ education underwent a thorough revision and
~ a law was passed that year which still forms
the basis of the present common school
em in Ontario. This gave free schools to
pupils between the ages of five and sixteen
It provided an annual Government
properly conducted schools. The
of the school section was to be
a to defray all the expenses of con-
ducting the school above that supplied by the
g grant. The elecled trustees were
required to provide adequate accommodation.
Parents could be fined if they did not send
their children to school. None but legally
teachers could be employed and the
schools were 1o be duly inspected before aid
ecould be granted to them.

.
§ g~
! 'Sm from which our education system
?’L W) came.
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~ Much has been written concerning the
unique place occupied by Rev. Dr. Ryerson
: our present-day public
~ school system, and his work deservedly
. merits our warmest appreciation yet, it must
school system is

_perhaps to say that it was a new birth in

effort and not the fortunate discovery of any
one man. It has been said also that it has
been patterned, through United Empire
Loyalist influence, after the New England
system, that system, in short, transplanted to K3y
and becoming a part of our provincial
system. This might be true of Nova Scotia

where Loyalist influence was paramount, but
not of Ontario. It would be nearer the truth,

which elements from many old systems found
a place, but itsell a child of the times which
the needs and the expanding desires of the
people demanded. From very primitive be-
ginnings it developed until it has become a
system which supplies primary, intermediate
and superior or higher education to all alike
of the children of the province who are in a
position to take advantage of it.

Co-uvtam-_plld-phnuuhulndh
establishment.

We have in our possession the complete
records of one of the pioneer schools estab-
lished in the county, covering the period since
the time when it was first established to the
present day—the Creek Road school in the
township of Harwich, section eight. Al-
though this district was opened up for settle-
ment, and the first pioneers located on their
lands as early as 1833, it was not until seven
years afterwards that any atiempt was made
for the establishment of a school in tlie com-
munity. Two men, deeply interested in
education, came into this settferient, Cyrus
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'\ McCully in 1840, and George Young in 1812,

. Both of these men, from their first arrival
- in the neighborhood took an active, part in
- support of a general system of education and
 both of them were strong advocates of free

- schools. To the latter, at a public meeting
- held in Chatham, Dr. Ryerson acknowledged
~ his indebtedness, affirming that he had re-
. eeived from him more assistance in initiating
. a general system of education for the

~ province than from any other man in the

~ Western District. As then. this school section
- profited by the services of these two master
minds, and as a school was undertaken as
expeditiously and the provisions made as
. ample as was in any other section in the
~ county, the record of the pioneer effort of

_this district to provide an education for theic
. children will be sufficient to illustrate the
. progress achieved and also provisions made
. for education throughout the whole county in
~ the beginning days of its history.

X Flru school house and its equipment.
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. There had been nothing done to establish
. . a school .in this district until the arrival of
. the afore mentioned, Cyrus McCully. He at
.~ once gommenced to agitate for a school
_+ house giving the site at a yearly rental and
donating most of the timber with which to
-~ P build it. A small building of -round loes,
. cighteen feet by twenty two feet in dimen-
i sions, was erected. It was partly floored be-

s o e 0 E R
-

school house, for its total length. Benches
were made for seats from split basswood,
smoothed on one side and with pegs for legs. |
These were without backs and were too high
for the smaller children’s feet to0.rest on the
floor. The chimney swas made of sticks
plastered over with mud, but the mud must
have been put on either too thin or had fallen
off in places, for, after being in use only two
seasons of three months each a fire, left
burning by the teacher one late night after
entertaining a friend, resulted in burning
down this first venture of the setilement in
the way of a school building. L

Th bulor: ::d“i'lsp::"'”. h" respect to

This building was erected by the vol
labor of the settlers, the only cost a
to it was for window glass and for nails,
which were hand-made, provided by a black-
smith in the neighboring township
Howard, Philander Colby, the total cost fo
both being but seven dollars. After it was
burned down the settlers commenced at once!
to replace it, which took them two years,
however, to complete. This second building
was improved both in size and appearance.
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BLESSED SACKAMENI SChUUL :
CHATHAM ¥

B



SR IS Dty S ph s s g ~ T R T

Es.; e
i
il

i

H

f
5

;I
3
4
g
:

f
S
;

i
i
:

i
i
s
l.

]

;?
I

:
£

~ six feet long, of hewn whitewood logs, floored
* and ceiled with lumber. The desks and seats
~ were made after the same pattern as the first
2l {”Hmﬁnﬁhﬂdhﬂyk. being now

‘made of planed lumber and the school heated

- expense account of the treasurer’s books until

- 1848, when a black-board was added to the
-, other items of expense for that year. In
1852, four years afterwards, school maps
 were added to the equipment. The next year,
- 1853, text-books were amongst the items, a
- first and second book procured early in the
- . year and a third, fourth, fifth and an
~ arithmetic added later in that same year.
- There was also added a chair, for the con-
~ venience, we presume, of the teacher.

of the teachers in Ken
.Q-h .puwidd t

In reference to the teachers, there does not
seem to be the same ground of complaint
against these being Americans as there was
- in some other districts of the province. The
~ men engaged were settlers, either in this or
2 some other section of the county, and were
~ either Jrish or Scotch. They were men who

S . -

~on that account, considered as

sl

a little better than the average and who were, - -

school teachers. They were engaged for onlr’ﬁ"“ |
three months each year, and that in the winter
months, when the children apparently had
leisure to attend. The first teacher was a Mr.
Brown who was paid twelve dollars a month, =~
(three pounds), with “bed, board and wash.
ing", these supplied by the scholars in pro-
portion to the time each scholar attended
school. In 1848, the school was kept open.
six months, and for this period the teacher e
received a salary of ninety six dollars but =
no provision was made for his boarding
around amongst his pupils, this practise
evidently ceasing from this time to be a part
of our country’s educational system. It was
not until 1854, that a teacher was employed
for the whole year. Hugh McSween, a mar-
ried man, was engaged at a salary of seventy )
five pounds for this year and remained with
them for two years at the same salary. He .
was their first certificated teacher, thus mark-
ing another stage of advance towards the time
when the public school pupils should be
taught by trained and qualified teachers only. -
Sl:hol population, and the backwardness in
making provision for their education.

It will thus be seen that the children of
the pioneer settlers of the county had much
difficulty in obtaining the very beginnings of

Teacher in the first school

lz oy
2. l of Blenheim town, was born

i I in Marlborough township,
‘ | “Carleton County, Ontario.
He moved to Kent county
about 1865, and became
teacher of the public school
at Blenheim. He taught also
at different riods in
Thamesville, Bothwell, Dres-
de?l..alr:dqicl:‘r al"hm\'i'ﬁ;“e in
ABAPE PUTN a High School in Michigan.
"lu:w, = Later he entered into busi-
¥ ness in Blenheim town as a
lumber merchant. He married Charlotte Booth
of Carleton and from this union had three
daughters, Lena, (Mrs. William Saddington of
Chaham), Maude and Cora, the latter the
principal of the Blenheim Public School at the
present time (1925). - :
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' ‘-mm BUSINESS COLLEGE,
. CHATHAM

mentary education and the majority of the
y first ones must have grown up without
y, whatsoever. There were more than fifty
s in this school district before the first
)l house was erected, although the law
e them authority for erecting a school
en there was a school population of twenty
children. When the second school was built

1844, there were sixty four scholars. I[n
~ the next ten years the school population had

AR o
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When the first school was erected, the
~ teacher was paid wholly by the Legislative
- grant which was sufficient to pay for three
‘months’ seryice, and which accounts, donht-
h !lly his services were limited to thiree
- months each year. The only requirement
gﬁﬂ the scholars was “the bed, board, and
+ washing”, which was added to his salary of
4 m dollars a month, cash. When the term
of service was lengthened, a fee was required
. of each scholar according to the time he

:J,.Cﬂ-dﬂl. Agitation for free schools had
My taken some !hape. but progress was

also, by the cost of its successive buildings

The progress of this school is illmu!etl‘ il

as well as by the number of scholars attend-
ing. The first school, as we have seen, cost
seven dollars. The second cost one hundred
dollars.  The third, which was a frame
erected in 1854, cost four hundred and fifty
dollars.  The present building, which is &
brick structure of two rooms, an upper and
lower, cost two thousand three hundred and
fifty dollars. g

For six years in its history, 18781883, =
two teachers were required for the school but
to-day the number of scholars have decreased
to an average atllendance of 20 pupils, due
lo two causes—rural depopulation and the
smallness of families.

JF st public achool of Chatham.

In the urban centres the first public school
to be erected was in the city of Chatham. In
1831, a frame school was erected on the site
of the present Central School with Norman
L. Freeman as the first teacher. The Rev. |
Thomas Morley, P. P. Lacroix and Claud = 3
Carter were the Trustees. This building con-
tinued to be used as a school until 1854,
when it was removed and a brick structure
erccled in its place. There had been several
private schools kept in Chatham previous to
the establishment of this first Common
School, one in Iredell’s old house and an-
other in Chrysler’s as early as 1826, with  J
Jemes Chrysler as teacher. A2 the number

e
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After the passing of lha Ryerson Add"
! 1850, there were sixty teachers in the county
__m of Kent, fifty six males, and four females,
 in Chatham at that time were very only two of which were tralned at the
' : served to educate the rural children  Normal School. These represented all the
surrounding district as well. These different denominations, Roman Catholic,
' schools were supported by contribu-  Church of England, Presbyterian, Methodist,
s from the scholars, as was then the Baptist and Congregational. Dr. Cross was
n custom. The charge against children  the District Superintendent, suwdms Dy. ¥
z use of the Chatham Common School  Pegley, his immediate pudmor in that
tyodlﬂlhptnddxpum.uch.pﬂ office,
te Mﬁnﬂpdd.lhelucbmwere

work under the direction of AT

e education bill of 1841, did not make
sion for the compulsory education of
nor for the proper payment of
chers. The schools were put under the
.:m& of Commissioners who were
~ elected by the inhabitants of each township
for their own district. Those appointed for - -
I the township of Howard were J. Jewit, | '
: . w Wilson, Sr., Archibald McLarty,
- Hooper King, David Arnold, John Williams
~ and Duncan McKinley. They were appointed
~ to this commissionership on Dccember the
~ 5th, 1842. The Township of Harwich elected
" theirs the January preceding, the names of
~ whom were J. F. Delmage, Dr. Robertson,
" William Nelson, Peter Walker. John Ridley.

,:':‘ﬁ AR

William Nicholls and Michael McGarvin. ' =)
John Stewart, John Stone, George Henry, s

d Walker and John Sinclair were
elected for Orford February 5th, 1812, Qu

'n
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rather an extraordinary feature of
onal system, that mo provision has
» made for a special business education,
his left wholly to private venture. There
been business colleges established in
y centre of considerable size, but in every

khuhnlhewcrkdmhﬂividualor
1) which received its maintenance

They have been patronized
: Lmﬂywm”mﬁwmwofwch
A thcmimwlheeﬁmmy
' of the school determined largely the size of
B  the attendance. In many cases the students
¥ ﬂmdcnpdthuewhofdledtomsnre
| up to the usual standard of attainment of the
‘H‘im In other instances the students
‘ e made up of those who, leaving school
education was finished took a
business college to make up for
great number however
get a special training to qualify
positions in the business world,
whatever reasons, the business
have been able to attract enough of

to make possible the maintenance
ennunuama of their school, unaided

*ﬁzzz:!z'

HE i ..cncpl by the fees charged the students. One

3 ~ | of the most efficient of these schools has been

7 L established in Chatham.

o ‘g’ - The Chatham Business College was
»'. | founded by D. A. McLachlan in the autumn
. | of 1876, who had four years previous

experience as a teacher in a business collcge

s ; in Hamilton. It opened out in rented apart-
. # ~ ments on the third floor of the Scane block,
;| but transferred shortly afterwards to larger

' | quarters in the Urquhart block, which in turn
. had to be given up to take up still larger
b m in the Stephenson block. Here the
was conducted for twenty seven years,

- ﬁ ﬂdnnble to erect the presefir crelinauid
- { and commodious muilding situated on Queen
st a4 monument to his enterprising zeal

‘quua:w:her

-
Lo

h-sh.rumedm.uudmm 2 |

. standard of results obtained through the

- which his college has captured and kept-up

view and devotes itself to the supply of a
special training for busincss life, but this has

Mr. McLachlan's college has had now fifty
years of continuous history in Chatham.
It has made a specialty of training teachers
for other colleges by giving a special course
to former public school teachers. During
the half century of service which it has given
to education, it has excelled not only in the
number of .its students, but the high

efficiency of its teaching staffl. Although Mr.
McLachlan has made careful selection of his

helpers, he has himself through all these
years been the inspiring force by means of

a standard of efliciency in comparison with
othersim’lumdeﬁnhnpmoudtononeiﬁ

the province. <3
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S“WGCourtmdlwo both Church and State. H =% i
m "hﬂ under Jay’. treaty Detroit oodness .ll‘l s His P‘ﬂm IN;_..;‘ .

; et ad e y g aremdwuedbylhefnuhlthewq;y

~ passed United made a prisoner of war in.the

British people, crossed
River and took up his

N . . II‘.— ' i
is the  Johm's

stirring times of 1812 and that he is
 panticularly mentioned by the Ameri-
cans for his kindly treatment of
American soldiers who were captured

ulﬂ-m in Sandwich. In 1801

CHRIST CHURCH, CHATHAM

; e The congregation housed by this edifice was the

W g first Anglican Church established in Chatham. It was

794 O Saiean ,  first known by the name of St. Paul's church, but

i P ' in St. Paul’s ,cceived its present name, at the suggestion of Bishop

£ Church. He con- Cronyn, when the present building was erected. Christ
- v dnued R { Church parish is therefore the forerunner of all the
} as Rector of Church of England parishes in the county, and the
Sandwich until his parent alse of many of them, as the minister of St.
death in 1824 Paul's served in the early years the surrounding
Theze is a tablet to

" his memory in St

was built during the rectorship of Archdeacon Sandys,
and opened for divine service by Bishop Cronyn om
the 26th of August, 1861,

district as well as the town of Chatham. Christ Church"

I

by Indians and others in that war.
It was, no doubt, due to the
labours of this devoted missionary
that the first Church in Chatham was
built. Of the date of that building
there is no certain record, but, from

circumstantial evi-
dence we conclude
that it was in the
spring of 1819.
The churech is
mentioned by a
British traveller,
Dr. John Howison,
who came to Chat-
ham in the winter of
1819—20. “About
twelve miles above
the mouth of the
Thames, I passed a
spot called the town
of Chatham. It con-
tains only one house
and sort of church;
but a porton of land
there has been sur-
veyed into building
lots, and these being
now offered for




first resident Clergyman- was the

‘Reverend Thomas Morley, who came here

about the year 1827. He probably visited
this place as a travelling missionary before

~ that time. He was a missionary to the Grand

River Indians in 1822 and from that field of

- labour, like other early missionaries, perhaps
- yisited the settlers here from time to time.

Mr. Morley was a man of huge sizé, but

wvery active in his missionary labours. His

wife and invalid child never lived here, but
in a place called Hallowell in the State of
Maine; where he was in the habit of spending
a few weeks every summer, He died suddenly
from heart failure in the house of a friend

“at Amherstburg in the year 1836.

During Mr. Morley’s ministry here, in
1828, the parish was visited by Dr. Strachan,
probably in his capacity as Archdeacon, on
a tour of inspection of the missions of the
Church, for he had not yet become Bishop
of Toronto. Of his visit Dr. Strachan says

that he found the Church in a picturesque

. 'lu'llﬁﬂiflll&m&tofuﬁh

Paul’s church, Chatham, by Rev. Thomas

Forty First Regiment was stationed. He be-

=== '"‘ -

. ~'I~' -q"f:

and “a decent country co

out the religious edifice.”
wildmu-, wrote the Archdeaeon, “o &
congregation collected :
from a great extent «
country, which on a eur- |
sory view,” seems almost
uninhabited, arriving one ,.
by one, two or thrée, from
all sides, through pnlw
almost undiscernahble, thus
assembled to worship God
through the merits of &
crucified Redeemer, we be:
mmmiblodlhepoweff_ ‘
of the Gospel. Several |
persons of colour com-
posed part of the congrega-
tion.”

Mr. Morley was sue-
ceeded as minister of St

Brock Fuller, who took charge of the parish,
June 1%th, 1836. He was a native of
Canada, hemg boria in the Garrison at =
Kingston, where his father, a major in the

longed to a distinguished family and was |
called after General Brock who was his god- ¢
father. Mr. Fuller remained here until 1840,
when he removed to Thorold. Afterwards
he became recort of St. George’s church,
Toroonto, and later, bishop of the diocese of
Niagara. He was evidently a man of great
ability with a genius for organization.

During his incumbering, the church was
consecrated by the bishop of Montreal, in
whose diocese, Chatham then was; improve-
ments were made in the church building and

steps were begun lookingto the erection of a
new one; new lands were obtained for a |
church site and a patent issued for them. He
was ably supported in the work by Duncan
McGregor and Thomas McCrae as church-




 cultured gentleman, possessing

x'“l‘

B Waddell, E. Broeton, Joseph Woods,
el Forsythe, Willism Eberts, and H.
ts as additional members of the vestry.

‘ McGregor was lay reader, a position
#" ‘vlllellhoﬁlld for many years in the history

* of the church at this period. Many burials

~ are recorded by him, who apparently did this
_ work in the absence of the clergyman, or

during a vaecancy in the parish, and in any
~ way in which he could serve the church. Mr.

" Fuller was succeeded by Rev. Charles Oliver

" Wiggins, iw. 1840, who remained only a little
over a year.

The next incumbent was the Rev. William
Henry Hobson, who came in 1842. Judge
Woods says of him, “He was a refined and
a fine

library”; and another chronicler says, “Those

who remember him were impressed with his
- small but elegant physique, his scholarship’
and polished manners and his unvarying
neatness of dress. This gentleman’s mind be-

. came unhinged, and he was found dead on

the 12th of October, 1846, on the plains near

. perished through an aberration of the mind.

The first clergyman to
be appointed minister of

Ly Paul's with the title of
Voasis o o £
L e Tector - was Rev. Francis
William Sandys, who re-
) ”: ceived the appointment in

1848. Before this he was
a travelling missionary
for four years in the
townships of Dunwich
and Mersea, with headquarters at Tyrconnel,
his parish extending westward as far as
Kingsville. Doctor Sandys was born at
Ballyshannon, Ireland, in 1815, the son of a
Captain Sandys, a military officer of the
regular British Army. He received his
education as a private pupil of Sydney
Smith, and as a student in the universities of
Dublin and Cambridge. He was ordained by

whither he had wandered and’

dcm'ee of Doctor of Divimly fm
University in 1860, In 1866, he was a

- — 1 -
AR (= { v

ed Archdeacon of Huron by Bishop Ofm
He was tall and military in a

Judge Woods says of him that he was of
commanding presence, of popular manners,

with a kind, genial fund of humour md“

ancedote, a sound evangelical preacher and
a most instructive expositor of Scriplm 4]
He was an excellent reader and a smooth

agrecable speaker in the pulpit, always leav. 3

ing the hearer interested and instructed on
the subject of his exposition.
About the year 1874, Archdeacon Sandys
retired from the active work of the parish,
but still retained his title as rector, until his
death which took place March 5th, 1894
During this period Reverends G. C. Mac-

Kenzie, J. P. Lewis, N. H. Martin and R.

McCosh were curates in succession of the
parish, the latter succeeding him in the
rectorship in 1894. The Rev. R. McCosh
died suddenly on the day after Christmas
1907, after a ministry in which he was grealty
beloved and in which he did splendid service
for Christ and the Church,

The reciors since have been Rev. T. S.

178
ppoint:

519

Boyle, Canon Howard and the present

incumbent Canon Perkins,

[}
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&AVING out of the account, the
4 temporary visit of the French priests
~ among the Neutral Indians of this
”;'-uﬁn peninsula, in the middle of the
~ Seventeenth century, the order of the coming
of the religious denominations were, first, the
second; - the Roman

ir

- THE PRESBYTERIAN CIURCII

required. The religious institutions, on the
otherhmd,wmlrmplmled,umotw
country ready-made, an inseparable part of
the nationality of the migrant, who came to
make Canada his future home. The sirength
of these varying denominations depended, |
therefore, on the proportion of the population =~ 1

which the people of =

"% L 73
3

above structure
erecled in 1851,

in contrast with the
establishment of our

other institutions. Our governmental and
educational institutions, whether provincial
or municipal, are Canadian products. Dil-
ferences of nationalities found no place in
their establishment. Like the Marquis wheat,
whatever substratum was received from other
sources, in their final aspect, they could not
be classified as anything other than native
to our soil. They were made to take that
form which the country and its circumstances
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' ZION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
RIDGETOWN.
This church represents the (irst dcnomination

to establish a congregaticn at Ridgctown.
replaced the first

the country from |
which their member-
ship came, bore to
the whole population.
Where  the  French
predominated, the
floman Catholie
church was strong.
Where ilighland and

¥ N st

Lowland Scotch
abounded,  Presby< .
terianism  flourished. 3

So. o, the Church
of England, which,
in its army chaplains
and dishanded sol-
diers had its con-
stituency and work-
ers awaiting it. The
Methodist chureh
came lo us from the
United States and
from Enziand, and
there was no differ-
ence in the method of its procedure or ils
constitution from that, which was in vogue
in England and the United States.” As the
population of Canada was made up of several
distinet nationalitics, the religious inslitis
lions became separatest movements, dividing

The
buildin 2

the people on national lines.

An illustrative example of the nationalistic
character of these institutions is seen in the
effect which the disruption that occurred in
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- not until native-born minhtcn were.
that the Preshyterian church awakened
commenced that missionary agzressivencss

~one of three
~ different organiza-
tions according to

the three branches
of it then existing
in Scotland, the

- United Presbyter-
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ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH,
HARWICH TOWNSHIP.

This church, situated about four miles south of -

Chatham, on the Creek Road, was erected during the
pastoratet of Rev. Dv. Jamieson, the first incumbent.
It was built under Presbhytorian auspices for the con-
venience of Lhose familiess who hitherto had been
members and worshipped in one or other of the
Chatham churches. Rev. R. M. Gale is the present

which brought about a flourishing condition -

that lifted it 1o a
front rank among
the protestant
denominations  of
clnada, " J,‘
The first of lbe?
three branches to
erect a place of
worship for itself
in Kent county was -
the United Presby- .-
terian. The initial 3
step towards |
establishing ,
a church of the
Presbyterian i
demonination  of
any branch in
Kent county ap-
pears to have been

sidered with any degree of urgency.

ian, the Free and """
the Established church.

The reason that the Presbyterian church
was sixth on the field was not from lack of a

- constituency. Their latness in coming was

due to two causes. The church of that period
lacked missionary initiative, and their system
required the organizing of their membership

~into a congregation before a clergyman or

missionary would be sent to them. When
they would be able to supply a ‘stipend” and
issue a ‘call’, a minister would be sent, if
available. In other denominations, the
clergyman preceded the organization, and was
the medium through which the organization
was established, but in the Preshyterian

“church the order was inverted. There was in

addition to this a scareity of available men.
In Scotland itself there were five hundred
congregations without ministers. As long
as these conditions prevailed in Scotland, the
need of her people in Canada was not con-
It was

B T e A s e S

taken as late as |
1837. At that time a site for a building was
obtained in Chatham by the Church of Scot-
land, a grant of ten acres from the govern.
ment, situated between William, wellington,
Prince and Park Streets. Although a patent
was granted to appointed trustees at this date,
nothing was done in the way of building an
edifice upon it hefore 1841. In that year
Chatham was visited by a Reverend William _
Findlay, who came to organize a Presbyterian .
congregation and arrange for the erection of
a buildinz on the site. lying idle now four
years. The meeting was held in the old ¢
Reaimental Hospital on the first of September
and a resolution was passed looking towards
the organization of a congregation of the
Church of Scotland in Chatham.

“That the presbyterian part of the coms
munity in this and the adjoining scitlement,
composing nearly half of the whole popula.
tion, have long been and still are, subjected
to many spiritual deprivations, being destic




i :Mkdutmlydwrmol'mwdy-
ing as far as in their power this destitution.”
“As an outcome of this meeting, subscriptions
- were taken for the building of a church, and
the erection of it was started shortly after-
wards, but either from lack of funds, or the
~ death of the contractor, John Northwood, it
“was not completed until 1844,

- In the meantime, the United Presbyetrian
,_dnu'ch. byomdonulvhmfromlbm

lﬂu the work in Kem
ﬂnﬂ)‘. A congregation
~ was organized, and a site
' - for a building on Welling-

QX s A

students of what afterwards became to be

Canada by his paremts, Joh
McColl, who settled in F: 4

He was educated in the local Mﬂflﬁ
home district, lbeGramuSd!ooh.TM
and Dr. Rae’s school at Hamilton, where for
a short time he was assistant teacher. -H
beeawe one of the first students of
College, Kingston, but after the Disru .
movedto'l‘orontoandbmmoneoflhaﬁm

S T
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Knox College. . He came to Chatham as a ~

licensed preacher, and wasthenmdainedl.’n e

~_first minster of the Free

b Church" congregation of
Chatham, and the first,
therefore, of that branch of
Presbyterianism in  Kemt
county. He took an active

ton Street, Chatham, was 5 7~ part in educational mat-  HUT

 purchased, and the erection L 7 ters, and was inspector of  § 0|

~ of a building commenced %, = ° the public schools of 487
.~ in1842. When completed S .o, | Chatham for more than a  #i§1
RS = i) in 1844, a minister, in the . R ! quarter of a century. He
. person of Reverend James - was given the degree of  JMIJ
RS McFayden was secured " Doctor of Divinity of |4
e - who was their first § Queen’s College, Kingston, ©  JI{4
- R , regularly ordained and in 2??? He was married |81
e seitled minister in the in 1849 to Alice, the j
B county of Kent. second daughter of John 18
| HiRCE The Free church took Ross, Toronto, and they  4I§ ?
. the first steps towards had five children, of whom B

organization in 1847. The

+  privilege of using for their
Y Y place of worship, the
<5 edifice of the Church of
Scotland, now completed,
was obtained and Rev. R. Peden, their
ALK staitoned minister at Amherstburg, preached
‘ the first sermon to the congregation, made up
. of representatives of both the Free Church,
Az and the Church of Scotland. But the real
I work of this branch of Presbyterianism did
B not commence until the following year upon
R the arrival of Reverend Angus McColl, their

. first stationed minister.

Mr. McColl was born in Argyleshire, Scot-
land, in 1818, and that year was brought to

]
¢
:

REV. ANGUS McCOLL, D.D.

First Free Church minister in Kent
Com:ly and first Superintendent
of Chatham Public Schools.

one, Angus, was appointed
to the distinguished posi-
tion of Chief Justice in
British Columbia, and a
second, J. . McColl, be-
came a well-known barrister of Chatham.
Mr. McColl though stationed at Chatham was
in matter of fact a circuit minister. He
established preaching in all of the surround-
ing townships. Harwich, Raleigh, Dover,
Camden and Chatham, many of whom
eventually became self-dependent and fully-
equipped organized congregations. :

For five years, Mr. McColl continued to . |
minister to the both congregations in Chatham
as the Church of Scotland by reason of the
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~ had ne
11853 this disability was overcome an

man available

Disruption, and the five hundred vacancies
own congregations in Scotland,
for Chatham, but in
d Rev.

-

&=

King. The work of Rev. William King has
already been reviewed. As in Chatham, so
in South Harwich, the first branch to be
organized into a congregation was that of

g 1_.1!0‘;5:-“!»}.&“ the United Presby-
s = A
L ey R a7
g By o line-road between the
x5 This necessitated the &~ townships of Harwich
| "5,:‘ of a new d beat: and Howard had
B e g s
e v P S poropredos 2t
g R e y on both
Wiy church edi- Iy 7 - HRYs sides of the road,
. fces in the town. . S O and psread out also,

BT

- in their

JERS
s

P

~ These three kept on
own separate

 ways, growing with

~ until in 1875 all branches of

BOTHWELL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

the growth of the town
Preshyterians
izaiton

eastward and west
ward into the neigh-
boring townships. On the Ridge, in Harwich,
the English and Leslie families, staunch
Presbyterians from Ireland, had settled, and

Estab

lished 1854,

congregations

. in Canada united to form one organ
- F° under the name The Presbyterian Church in  with the family of George Young, sixth
fg Canada. . concession, had organized themselves into a
v Y. The following year a union between Iwo congregation, and after some unsuccessful
o I of the local congregations, the United Pres-  attempts, succeeded in obtaining a minister,
' byterian and the Free Church was mooted,  in the person of Rev. Alexander Waddell, of
- . which finally took place in 1879 under Dunbarton, Ontario, in 1850. There were
~ the name of First Preshyterian Chureh. ahoolhouses at Troy, then a busy lumber
Chatham, and Messrs. McColl and Walker  centre, Rushton's Corners, and English’s,
d IR became co-pastors of the newly-nrg;mizc.l and these were used as places of worship.
2 congregation. This continued for len years, [Later, Blenheim, Haggart's Settlement, and
- when both resigned, 1389, and that year Dr. Bothel, Tenth Concession, Harwich, came
‘ol McColl retired also from under Mr. Waddell's pas-
" the active ministry. In the y toral care. Rev. Mr.
[} cantime, Rev. J. Rodd , s Currie made his head-
¢ was succeeded by John | . e quarters  at Duart, and
Rannie as minister of the |4 = from there he itinerated
. Church of Scoiland, and ‘i:;"_,k' : ".-, v to different schoolhouizes,
. § e in turn, in 1873, by 5 ¢ . looking after the work in
. e Rev. J. R. Battisby, so that R that section of the county.
through the sinistry of l\ 2 o As there were no pastoral
e these five, the foundations \5-;"4-‘ i changes in these days, the
_ of Presbyterignism wa= work was a life-ervice, s0
‘3 laid in Chatham and Kaox Chuech, Wallacebu-g. that the history of thesc
' becomes i

surrounding districts.

In the south end of the county, the pione:¥
associated with

lhe names of Reverend Currie, Waddell and

‘work of Preshyterianism is

ccsence the history of the activities of these
men. By the {ime union was effected in
1875 pmclically all_oi the congregations

e i




'7 ling-house,

A Y
it followed, and its
~ organization was due

any and that

then a school-house, and this,

v Mr. Waddell was among
3 the pioneers of the Pres-
byterian church in Kent

b

o I county. He was scttled as
. Rl 8 United Presbyteriam
s t-:}"‘ minister in 1834, in the

> v newly-organpized congrega-

tion of FEnglish’s school-
house amd the associated
charges of Rushton Cern-
ers and Troy, a congrega-
tion which was organized
by Kew. Walter Scatt of
London in 1830. Later
Haggart™s Settlement,
Blénheim and Bethel Con-
gregations  were attached’
1o this field, and under various re-arrangements
Mr. Waddell continued to minister to some of
these preaching places until 1890, when he
retired from the active ministry., He was
ordained  in  Scotland, and settled first at
Dunbarton, Ontario, where he was married 1o
Janet Muir, both of them matives of Scotland.
Their daughter, Ellen M., married T. R. Jack-
som, and after his death Williamm H. H. Snow,
both of Blenheim, Ontario.

REV. ALEXANDER
W. WADDELL,
1814- 18506,
Einister of Fnellsh'r
United Preshyterian
Behoollhouse.

at a time when there

and

| was no surplus of wealth in the country,

as all of these were zealous, and many of
them sufficient, they forged ahead with
greater rapidity than any other denomination.
The United Church of Canada, called into
existence on June 10th, 1925, by a union of
all the .Methodist and Congregational
churches, and a goodly portion of the
Presbyterians has opened out for that bedy &
~ field of economic and evangelic opportunity,
which cannot mean other than the writing out

- of anew chapter in Canadian Church History.
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g ‘Methodism began its career in Kent County

E
eaE wnes sesens

g revival which began in England
in 1739 under the preaching of John Wes.
ley, w ined a minister of the Anglican
. ehurch in England in 1728, in the meantime
" came under the influences of the teaching of
oraviati Brethren, unto whom, under
that missionary zeal and
fervor which characterised his sub-
and produced such greal

F

8 disbanded British soldier
the Niagara district, was the
pioneer of in Upper Canads.

. Philip Embury, an Irish local preacher, is
 the gceredited pioneer of Methodism in the
States. In 1766, he preached his
~and formed a class in New
twenty-seven years after John Wesley
his itinerant work in England. The
in Canada began as an overflow of
prosecuted in the United States. A local
named Tuffey, a soldier of the 41th
stationed at Quebec, began preach-
his arrival in 1780, and although
organisation was established as the
1 of his efforts, he left several converts
. behind him, and is therefore considered the
of Methodism in Canada. In Upper
George Neal, an Irishman and--a
- | major of a British cavalry regiment in the

-
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'y United States, came to Canada as a disbanded

8 | woldier to take possession in 1786 of an
# ~ | officer’s grant of land in the Niagara district.
3 . &n\a he exercised himself in the triple

- &y | occupation of farmer, school-teacher and
_ local preacher, and was successful in organis-

i | ing a society and class in his neighborhaod.

Bl \
. | These local preachers were followed in 1762

: 3., - by the appointment to Cavada by the
2 ; ~ | American Conference of the Methodix
. L Episcopal_church_of the _fist_reguls

i crpmata e i i ]
:

|| GAL ONE SIXTY*NINE-.... e o

. work in the Thames river settlement, as ‘lhi&—'f-‘ !

-

' | ) athan Bangs, from the Methodist

——-—

| yours of history in Canads. Tis membership |
“had reathed a total of 1750 in other sections
of Cangda by the time the work was first

undertaken in Keat County. ;

The missionary who began this work was
Nathae Dangs. Of nceessity, he begam bis |

Episcopal
church of the United States was the

pionecer missionary of Kent County.

|
(ARl RS EX P : m!“;"'!
was the only settlement in the county at that
time. It will not be without interest to our
readers if we quote verbatim his own des-
cription, of the manner in which Methodism
was first introduced in Kent, written in his
History of the Methodist Episcopal Church

. in Canada: . .
“This year also (1304), Nathan Bangs
solicited and obtained the appointment of a
missionary to a new seitlement on the River
Thaimes in Upper Canada. This place had
long been on his mind as a promising field
for missionary labour, and he had frequently
offered to explore it in the name of the Lord,

e W T
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but his presiding elder objected, on account j _ '

of the feeble state of his health and the
unhcalthiness of the climate.

fs description of the annual epidemic of

fever and ague. f

Perhaps no part in our country is more
subject to fever and ague, or “lake fever’ as
it was called, than along the banks of the
River Thames, occasioned by the stagnant
swamps which are formed a little distance
from the river on each side, and the un
wholesomeness of tha water which the people
were obliged to uvse. The missionary arrived.
there in the month of August and in the
month of September the fever began to rage;
and during its progress, in almost every

i family less or more were sick, and in somq 4

S il
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: h a bottle of whiskey, and urged ta
1_@ ﬂ it as a preventive against the
thuliudthbmnge and told

m they might, if they choee, drink their

skey, and he would drink water and tea,
wﬁowwldhmthobeuu health;
and the fever commenced its ravages,
h described, so that he could visit

reely @ house without seeing more or less
ick, he constantly travelled the country in
alth until about the close of the sickly
but by timely remedies he escaped

'Mu:hcoontmuNewYork:hu
ear Nathan Bangs made known his desires

hpuuiou to Bishop Asbury, and he
; @ missionary to that place
lcfl the city of New York in

Canada by

Lake Ontario to the Long
then on through Oxford
town of Delaware, on the River
Hm he lodged for the night in
~ the last log hut of the settlement, and the
' as the day began to dawn, he
his departure, and after
ugh a wilderness of forty:
, guided only by marked trecs, ke
a solitary lpg-house about sunset,
ungry and thirsty, where he was en-
with the best the house could
‘Oﬂl. which was some Indian pudding and
llilk for supper, and a bundle of straw for
&d- The next day, about twelve o'clock,

travelling thro
miles,

the River Thames, the inhabitants
- d '—m Were under the instruction of twe

Vian missionaries. While there tho

e — L

d ﬁlllw,witnldm..
. When the missionary first *
§um he was, generally pre. -

WTM; whs T

—

“Indians were called to worship. which was™™}

performed in a very simple manncr, by

nd{n‘lm‘mwm.f” Mg
verses of a hymn, Thcmmonuiund'

the Indians treated him with great respeet
and affection, and scemed to rejoice in tha
prospect of having the gospel preached to the
white settlements on dwbmhofthomu
below. TR AT

Abousthmoeroek In the afternoon, be
arrived ot the first house in the scitlement
when the followiiy gonvessetion taok place
between the missiepary and a oo whem he
saw in the yard hefore the house, After the
mtrodwory ululamm, the mjmuy ins
g:m;d. “Do you mm tha gpsycl prur.hed

S\l

Afu:r some dehbmtion. it was uw-em!.
“Yes, that we do, Do you preu;h
50@pel?” ‘ LA e 7, y

..“That is my oocupaxion x

“Alight from your horlc. Ihen. lad cnnu
_in, will you?". ;

"!hn’coomengrendumtopmch
~the gospcl to the people here, apd it is now
Saturday afternoon, to-morrow is the “Sab-
bﬁﬂhmdlmuﬂhmahomhpmchm
before ] get off from my horse,”

_After a few moments of oonsxdenuon. he
replied, “I have a house for you to preach
in, provender for your horse, and food and
lodgmg for yourself; and you shall be wel-
come to them all, if you will dismount and
_ come in."”

Thanking him for his kind offer, the mis-
sionary dismounted and entered the hospit-
able mansion in the name of the Lard, say-
ing Peace be to this house. A young man
mounted his horse and rode ten miles down
the river, inviting the people to attend
mcumgulhuhouscl.bemnmomingat
ten o'clock. e

At the time tppomwl t!:r. house was
; filled. When the wm:owy tose up, he told

- N .
¥ 1.
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- of great good to the souls of the people.

| Societies and a regular circuit was formed,
| which have continued to flovrish and ine

-+ Bangs, when laying the foundations of
 Methodism in south-western Ontario, met
_ 'Ovithbulwyadﬁwmandmrmow
:‘ ' failures. In his itineraries he visited not only -
" . . the settlers along the Thames river, but those
the. motives which in- | | 515 on St, Clair and Erie lokes, and thoss |
% 'h e ; ‘also at Fert Malden, Sandwich and Detroit. i
‘in the following manner: . In these places he fornd himself preceded by
. a Methodist preacher and my ©  pisionaries representing the ll;ap:iu and |
thod of worship is to stand vp and sing, | Congregational churches, from onz of whomn 4
d knes hﬁﬂ%“‘lﬁ’m‘m“?m‘l i ?’hcleemslohnvcreocivcdagladm-lcomcbmi :
i
|
!
.

b =~ text and preach, while the people sit \ from the other considerable opposition. The
on their seats. As many of you as sc¢ ﬁ'b“’ { | dificulties he faced have been dec-ribed for
join me in this method, you can do s0; ”“l us by one of their early church’s historians:

if not, you can choose your own method. 1 [T TR S ARSI S TR Y

T e T T TI T P B Y

. Wh out the hymn, they all rose, ) . .
£ “:::::d child. When he kneeled | SRl ——
in prayer, they all, without exceplion. | “Try, fiory condition of the settlers was
[ | kneeled down. They then took their seals, | | 4.3, Jamentable. They had no means of '
. © ¥ and he stood up and gave out the text, ' grace, and little desire for any, lovinz =t
‘ “Repen therefore, and be \sow drinking, dancing, horse-racing and other -
that your sins may be b':s:dﬁ‘ sports. A Baptist exhorter from the United | )
» | | States, used to have mectings occasionally,

with the Holy l‘ but was highly prejudiced against the |
sent Mn.fhr:nm Having con- | | Methodists, and brought the pople to have 1
his discourse, he cxplained to the l‘ " similar feelings. On his first visits, a naml-::r :
se his manner of preaching, by itiner- ' of houses were opecned i:or him to preach inj |
through the country, his doctrine, and | | but, through the Baptist, they were soon |
- etc. He then said— | closed again. A rich man had opened his
d “All you who wish to hear any more = house for preaching and afterwards turned
Bt vise up.” . the preacher out of doors, in ll.:e presence c.,f 3
¥ hyun,womnandchild stood up. He the congregation,~—when taking out his

. them i reaching  * handkerchief, and lifting his feet, the
. N, preacher “wiped the dust off as a testimony

?‘ QR e . against them.” A few months after, the
: .:““ﬂm‘i-r met with by this Brst miss g of this man began to reverse. He
‘ g " tase Jearned to drink and became a drunkard.
R el 8 commencement 'n ¢ urnnosf:lp fe  His wife went off with another man, His
e considered as a .token jor 3 h A children ran to ruin. In years after, he
B - v, wiih | wasdemd shoit 30 & rape,
e o which g ends for daily food. In 1833, he wus
Be filled in & mannc similar 1 UP e by the preaches on the Gosfeld cir
M and was everywhere reccive v cuit, who found him on the verge ?f the
- ﬁdn’th:! . 1:“ l:,:“ﬁ: :::nngror the| L Brave with no_preparation and no desire for

months, when

Jyrea——y o

M
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m-hblkhd in 1809, and
‘an organization was first effected in
section of Ontario by the Methodist
siscopal dlll'dl- it was established under
' Fthe name of the Detroit Circuit, and included

the settlements in that territory covered by
the itinerancies of Nathan Bangs—Detroit,
the settlements on the Thames river from

aviantown to St. Clair lake and along
. {Lake Erie especially in the townships of
L EGoefield and Colchester. This took place n

. [ 1809, Joseph Sawyer being the first presiding

| elder and under him William Case as the

N

EEEE Gess BEES Bess AEsew

‘conference year of the circuit, the total
| enrolment record>d was seven'y eight mem-
L bers, which had ‘increased to  one hundred
- | and thirty-our at tha time of the outbreak of

I the war in 1812. The cfTect of this war upon

| chureh progress may be gauged from the fact

“that for the next five years after this there
‘was an increase of a total of only six mem-
er the length and breadth of
he whole field. Trom that time forward,
wever, progress was steadily made.

F -"“ " he Thames river separated from the Detroit

an t circuit, 1817, Henry Ryan,
g ‘cdor

~ In 1817, the scttlements on the Thames
river was established an independent circuit,
and reported in t!.:t conference year, an en-
| rolment of one hundred and sixty members,
t | or twenty-four more than there were in the
‘ Mwmrn District, including Detroit, at
. fthe outbreak of the war. Henry Ryan was
- | now the presiding elder with Elijah Warren
. L8 b misionary in charge of th field.

-“l-..-lnl-l"ll‘ i

i remarkablo Religions Revival | 2y
evival followed the

T‘- & m‘“‘ c‘.“h‘ h m’- Sl e o
‘ mext step in advance which concerned
{' the Thames river circuit in conjunction with
!

nlltherestincmnda.wulheuubliohmm

. of a Canadian Conference in 1823,

Hitherto the different circuits in Canada
t were a part of the Genesee Conference which
‘ in 1817 was made up of eighty-two minis-
i ters of whom sixty were in the United
‘ States and twentyiwo in Canada. Twice

lhismnfcrmubadmetinCanada,oneeu. Iy

F.lizabdhtown in 1817, and again at Niagara
in 1820. A remarkable event occurred at this
first conlerence, a great revival of religion,

awakened by the sermon—preached by the -

chairman of the conference, Bishop George,
and which eventually spread throughout
the whole of the Methodist circuits especially
in western Canada. It is thus described by
one of the members:

“Throughout the whole sitting of five
days, the word was delivered with much
freedom and power; and so great was the
revival which followed, that it is believed
more than one hundred persons were
awakened at the conference. Conversions

now became frequent. The power of God was

displayed at most of the meetings. The
deist and the drunkard, as well as the moralist

and children of ten years, found one com-

mon place at the altar of penitence; and

calling on th: Lord for mercy, were made to

r.joic2 with joy unspeakable. Whole families
were made the subjects of saving grace; and
not a few who had declined in their religion,
wera reclaimed and restored to their first love,
The neighbouring townships now took flame.
From attending the preaching at the confer-
cncs, ths people returned to their homes with
great seriousncss and earnest prayer for the
divine blessing.” 5

The total incrcaze of mnembership resulting .

from the revival initiated at ths conference
meeting has been estimated a5 being not less
than fourtcen hundred. The Thames circuit
was travelled that year by Elijah Warren
and he reported a mighty impetus, resulting
in a large increase of the membership of that
circuit, created by this conference revival.
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L N . i
‘been wanting who have
cription of its general cffect on
Ih\'huhmhﬂd'.y.
1 was made on the public

on ‘b‘ W mraaer and of
‘unypmmdmwahorts
e young had forsaken their frivoli.
fies, m now serious, fond of the Bible,
“hﬂﬂeﬂgﬁ to make them useful.
Those indifferent to religicn, lovers of
leasure and not lovers of God, were now
,*‘m : fnlblnﬂl,and lovers of the Sab-
~ ba ‘lh quarrclsome had learncd, in
L and love, to bear with cvil ones
n Qm Many drunkards had sub-
stituted a resort to the house of God for the
avern, the psalm and the hymn for the song
achus, and cleanliness and sobriety and
drink. Rude companics and neigh-
ods loved the devout assembly of the
spent their Sabbaihs in the house of
- and became orderly, civil, and hospit-
"

“The awakening and converting power of
 God has appeared frequently at these ses-
iﬂ. but at none, of which there is any
where the divine power was so greatly

received now a mighty impetus, and

h is scarcely ought to rccord in the
~ Methodist annals but progress and increase.”
" *“The most favored last ycar (1819) were the

m on the River Thames.” *
; lqon of the presiding clders, Henry
lld Willmntnse,ta th2 General Con-

S

. American Conference in 1824 established all

- giving the Methodists in Canada the directioy

e —

‘nifﬂﬂ. and with such great results. The.

the year 1817, for a number of years,.

back settlements of Augusta, Ridcau cod the.

u—d.*-‘p‘ﬁ._—«—ﬂ

establishment of %
wmy.ﬂlhmofmlma s,
progress was followed by the outbreak of @
sontyaversies, rivalries and disunion arising , .
1

] 3

¥

iy

38

~ from two sources—the one, from the move

ment to establish an independent Canadian
dlm‘ch. and the other from the presence on
the same field of two Methodist missionaries
Fepresenting two different conferences—the’
pno the English and the other, the American.
The evils arising from this dual work wag
pvercome by amicable settlement between
the two conferences whereby the territory

covered was divided, the Amerioan Confer: | |

ence having supervision over the work in
Upper Canada and the English, Lower
€anada. But the other movement was not sq
easily brought to an amicable solution. The

W

the circuits in Canada into a new Conference,

of their own work, yet under the supesin;
tendency of the American Methodist Episco-
pal Church. This, it was thought, would be
a satisfactory solution te those who wera
lookinz towards an independent Canadian
Methodist church. But it was not to procure -
greater efficiency in the prosecution of the
church's distinctive work wherein lay the °
motive behind this movement towards inde-
pendency. The movement was political,
vathey than spiritual. There began to grow
an increasing dislike among Canadian
Methodists to the rule of an orgamzauoq
situated in and a part of the United Statq
of America, a spirit which was increased by
the war of 1812.1815. Murmurings of dis-
content began to be circulated that the
preachers sent to them were not only Ameri.
eans by birth but American in sentiment. It
was in vain that the officials in the United

PP TP, S, SR R S A hada;

~ States pleaded for unity, pointing out that'

the Methodists were not only one body as
between Canada and the United States but
one body throughout the whole world. The

i demand fql_"nepunin‘n mcreue& "l"he lendez. u

v —
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CONTRIBUTION OF THE COUNTY
O CANADIAN LITERATURE.

R POETS AND PROSE-WRITERS,

~ essential mind and heart of the Canadian

lence the poet of Canadian Nature and
- Nationality,” This estimate of his place and
~ work by Dr. Logan and D, R. French in the
~ “Highways of Canadian Literature,” has not

been challenged, “Lampman is superb;
- supreme, unmatched and even unrivalled by
~ any other poet that Canada has yet pro-
- duced” A native of the county of whom
such statements could be made by outstanding
‘men of literary meril, is surcly a personage

towards whom local citizens of Kent may

entertain sentiments of admiration and pride.
- Though born in the county, Lampman spent

A. LavpeMan

people and country, is Archibald Lampman..
~ He is a consummate artist. He is par excel-

.

~ Fathor was Rev. Archibald
Lampman, appointed rector
of Trinity church, Morpeth,
and missionsrv at large for
the Lake Erie district in
1858. The Lampmans were
Pennsylvania Dutch, and
United Empire Loyalists,
who had moved north and
settled in the Niagara Penin-
sula at the close of the
American Revolutionary
War. The poet’s father
married Susannah Gesner
on May 2%th, 1860, fifth
child of David Henty Gesner and his wife, a
Stewart from the county of Tyrone, Ireland.
The Gesners were also Pennsylvania Dutch,
and Loyalists. David Henry settled on the
Talbot road about seven miles distant from
Morpeth, where the homestead still stands.
He was a prominent citizen in the early
history of this settlement and one may find
his name on the county records as a Crown
Lands Agent for the county. They were an
intellectual family; one of them, Abraham
Gesner, a grand-uncle of the poet, being a
well known writer and scientist of Nova
Scotia. ;
- Archibald Lampman, tlie poet, was bomn
at Morpeth, on Sunday moming the 17th of
November, 186]1. When he was six years of
age his father removed to a small town on
the shore of Rice Lake, wherp the family
remained for seven years.

R,

only six years of his life-.
within its bounds. His |
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oo ' here was damp, and Archibald
| rheumatic fever, and lay sulleriag

or months. For four years he was

?ﬂﬂ."‘ the tiine compelled to us:

tches. His physique was never powerful,

* was his heaith robust, and it may be

e was active and interested in life, for his
t was always great and courageous 10,
over any ills of body or estate,

- The poet, potwithstanding  his father’s
~ limited means, received a “liberal education.
Until he was nine years of age, he was in-
' home under his father’s direction.
and until he was thirteen, he
'ﬂhlulhelchoololur.i'. W. Barron, a
 Master of Arts of Cambridge, and formerly
b of Upper Canada College, by
~ whom he was thoroughly grounded in Latin
vt to write beautifully.”
A year in the Cobourg Collegiate Institute,
and a course in Trinity College school, Port
' him for entrance into Trinity
_ University, Toronto. He graduated from this
seat of learning in 1882, with second class
_ honors in Classics. He could easily have
~ obtained first, had he applied himself but he.
! much of his time in his last year in
reading and social intercourse, which
‘perhaps aided his intellectual development as
much as the additional study of his text-
books for examination would have done.
Throughout his course he was hampered for
want of means, but through the obtaining of
] and scholarships both at Port Hope
and Toronto, together with what his father-
was able to do for him, there was given him
»gn opportunity, on the foundation of which
he built a worthy monument for himself, an
enduring place among the great writers of
Canadian Literature. In the schools it was
said of him, that “he was probably the
man, in a worldly sense, and physi-
*cally the least powerful, yet he had a greater
influence than any of his fellows.” This
limited means and narrow income followed’
him throughout his life. In his last sickness,

~ and change of scene was made p

the cause of both lay in his lonz iitness, |
dﬁgiwhilcrutchu."uonahuuid. l

s L L

through the generosity of his intimate frier
and well-wishers. OFf him, it therefore could
be truly said, he snatched achievement from
adversity. . g
Archibald Lampman owes his reputation,
both in this country and others, not only to
the exquisite felicity of his art, but because |
he, as nonz others like him, interprets forus
the sentiments of the Canadian heart in com-
munion with its native woods and streams and
hills. This is evidenced in the “Three
Flower Petals” one of his first two contri-
butions to the public, journals which lppelt;
ed in 1384 in the “Week”, a Canadian
periodical which has since ccased publication.
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_ held for a target to shelter
In her little soft fingers, round and white,
= The gold-rimmed face of a sunflower.

Laughing she lay on the stone that stands
From a rough-hewn step in that sunny place,
~ And her yellow hair h down to her hands,
Slmlawinziover her dimpled face.
Her eyes like the blue of the , made dim
With the might of the sun that looked at her,

Shone laughing over the serried riw,
Golden set, of the sunflower.

Laughing, for token she gave to me
Three petals out of the sunflower.
When the petals are withered and gone shall be
Three verses of mine fo:puiaeofget.
That a tender dream of her face may rise,
i And 1 me yet in another hour,
oy 2o Of her sunny hair and her beautiful eyes,
Fl e o Laughing over the gold sunflower,
g P —A LA”P“-\
“Bird Voices” appeared in the Century .
mwlhegmlternumberofhhm
tributions to periodicals appeared in
*s Magazine, a monthly which greatly
»macedhimtopmvmintheproduc-
" In 1888, he published his first book, which'* | -+
e entitled “Among the Millet” named after
the first poem of the volume, a private
wenture followed five years later by his
. second, entitled “Lyrics of Earth”, a collec-
tion of poems following the sequence of the
seasons. His third “Alcyone” was on the
. Press, when he was stricken by the brief ill- y
ness, which resulted in his death. In 1900, '
_his three books with additional poems, and a E
Memoir by Duncan Campbell Scott were 3
published in one large volume of five
hundred pages, an enduring monument en
bodying -the great achievement of one ol
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barren. Yel 'ﬂl l keep my spiril

valiant, brother to these my noble
: maples, utterly grave and {carlcss,
Gnnllly ungrieving.

- - ;{' \i 1

mlxmin,oounungtheyuuofmoﬂais. PG e

sad; it passes, and then the bright earth, > SR 4

me!eu mother, gleaming with gold and azure, : ¢ ol e
Lovely with blossoms— % 1i#

ﬂhhgwhhemona,miudmthmu. ot ' i

TR Daisies mild-eyed, grasses and honeyed clover— R

‘.; Youndme,-ndnllofm,metmdeqnd, SR

£ 4 Softly shall cover. / SN e

—A. Laupaan.” 2]‘ e

St mﬁdanploymtthdoﬂ’aedhxlflo 3 ’ _
-rﬁlhdiahhmdmmwaunmmul : e -
f"' He was appointed an assistant in the High ' { ;

School at Orangeville, but although a good ' 3
~ teacher he could not enforce discipline, and
was forced to relinquish this on the firg
occasion which presented itself. Through the
- influence of a college friend he obtained a
- clerkship in the civil service at Ottawa, to

- which there was attached a small salary, but ~
at this post he remained for the rest of his :

" days doing his work with thorough care and . ‘3
fidelity. ‘His leisure, he devoted to his :
. writings. In 1887, he married Maud, the
. <youngest daughter of Dr. Edward Playter of 5
~ Toronto, a happy marriage, enhanced by the
birth of several children, two sons and a
_daughter. Never robust, his bealth became
undermined by the hardships of a holiday
trip.to lake Temagami, inducing a  sickness.
ﬁ'cﬂ ‘which he died February 10th, 1899.




FPVHE  ncishborhood |
]| of Morpeth has
- the honor of be
~ ing the birthplace of

s hlﬂi‘l‘ marriage as Jm
eit, while a younger sister has won suc
¢ & journalist in Detroit, Michigan.
it fdther was John McKishnie. and their
er, Janet McIntyre, a relative of Duncan
ntyre, a Gaelic poet of considerable
th of them were natives of Argyls
land and pioneer eettlers of the
_ district where they reared their
ily consisting of eight elnldren—-lhm '
o and five davgliters,
J M was born at the old farm
d in New Scotland; in 1871, receiv. |
} er education at the local public school,
| at the St. Thomas Collegiate lnsﬂlute.
was married in 1889 to Mr.

i MI Mlgume whon the Wiy A
: of age, followed by another in
My Globe, which was faver
‘upon by the editor in the ’
h paper, to which journal she
m a steady contributor. ]
4 ha *lhl' for such magazines as
Guardian, Collier's Weekly, The
hﬂ-’ Home Journal and Youth's 4

" hnlm of poems, Heart Songs, :
h 1897 and immediately won a -
ity. Her second volume, The .

ﬂ Other Poems, published in i
d still furthey to her prestige. Her :
m were published in 1922, She _E
il-known as o prose-writer and }
u it is 08 a poet that she has won -
and fixed place in the hearts and 3
m of her Canadian readers. ‘Sheu
10 the abiiding human emotion’, one )
flnd with sure but gentle hand 3

thords. that vibrate eithcs pleasur- -
painfully 1o the memories which her
fakens in individual human hearts.'
has said, ‘Jean Blewett is essemlnlly
o By this is meant that nhe
) the dome-tic heart and the ima-
e ‘“ﬂl she sinzs of the joys of home, )
\e;lildren. the love of husband and

. but While she treats hem Tna}

y or rather homelike way she l!ou it

a simple and ingratiating sincerity and |
chnn of sentiment and artistry which are
qﬂulmnwn.mdintheemploymmtof
which she is alone in Canads.’ She is loyed |
*y her readers', this same writer adds, l'or.
“her sincere, simple singing of true love and
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u:j-t 3
[mh. of childhood, and the field flowers, and e
the joys of the Canadian Spring and Winter.* r} *
A humorous poem, ‘For He was Scotch and | A0

s0 was She' is frequently in use by eloen.
onists for the entertainment of Canadian
audiences. Of necessity ehe lives in Toronto,
Where she oocuples a permanent position as |
e member of the Daily Globe staff,
Archibald P. McKishnie, her brother, is
wn to Canadian readers as a novelist op
prose-writer.  His first novel Gaff Linkum
appeared in 1907, which has since been fol. §
Jowed by four others, Love of the Wild,%
Willo' the Wisp, A Son of Courage and’
Openway. This last, published in 1923, is
t.r.hups the best example of the style and
erial of his writings. He has found a
[place among the writers singled out by the
‘authors of HHighways of Canadian Literature
as examples of Canadian literary art and
authorship: “Archie McKishnie impresses us®
with a sense of his comradeship with the
ercatures of the marsh, the wood, and the
stream. He is their interpreter, but not as
an outside observer. He lives with them,
loves them, protects them. Thus when he’
iwrites animal stories he rises to his best
Ililernry style and achieves a beauty and
smoothness that is not always found in his
other writing.” All of his writings are col- 3
'ored by the memory of his boyhood days, and
ithe impressiond made upon his youthful mind

by the associations connected with lake Erie 3 koot
and his home district and as such Kent can i R ) Rty
truly claim him alwaye as one of her own. ‘3 LR B o)
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author of “The Lone Shefling® is_utknown. The | me
g *I'ka Cunclian Hoat Soaz,” is & Highiasd, dirge thae nsed 1o m Highland
~ a8 they poduled or pelied their oars 1n unison over Canadian lnkes ‘séreams, ¢
R mashod of trankper: i _lk beg: g days gj the Nineteenth m NTES
i !CI’YMCI i gives ¢ :tﬂm- of the turning of the M m# _like the
= Baldoun sestlers, sufferi g the hardslips of eoming to » country w m' )
homes in 0% Scotla, from which they were

k &
ey S
Jorever to mi ko way Jor .- landlord's skeep, S {;‘ r A

S Ly

W

#un
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i ¢d o yeceive them. o thelr fo -civay
B B v b ¥o
i o 3 ) Aad o R : VR i::
i Listen t6'me, as when ye beard our father 0 o o
, Sing, long azo, the sonyr of other shoresy s e
T Listen to me, aud then in chorus gather TR LT
L Allyour deep voices, as ye pull your oars, AR )
Chorus: 5y
Fair these broad meads, these hoary wnods are grand, ;
Rut we are exiles from our fathers’ land. g a8t
: Rt ke
. ¥yom the lone sheiling of the misty island SEieg
1] .

Mountains divide us, ¢1:d the waste of seas, i
el still the blood is strong, the heart is Highland, ~ * *- %
And we, in dreams, behold the Hebrides. AR

We never shall tread the fancy-haunted valley -
Where 'tween the dark hills creeps the small, clear stream,

1n arms around the patriarch banner rally,

__ Nor see the moon on royal tombstones gleam. PPN
When the bold kindred, in the time long vanish'd, AN

‘ Conquered the soil, and fortified the keep, e BoEe
No seer foretold the children would be banished, Ty )
I%Thv.t a degenerate lord might boast his sheep. D)
Cruel, foreign raid! Let Jliscord burst in slaughter! s .'

Oh, then, for clansmen irue, and stern claymore,
The hearts that would have given their blood like water

Beat heavilv heyond the Atlantic roar. \
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ﬁnml reputation for
Hmnll is  Arthur

than for his popular
2 "'Wbomiuﬁmhm
~in 1874, and veceived

After a  ooste
’ﬂ Oxford Untversity, he
v and enraged in ionrnali
eal and later in New York.

. became literarv editor o
i with which he was
several years. .

r lhum works were in veres
 gave up ionrnalism and am--a‘
1o wrklu and sines that ﬂmi
jons of short stories and warke of

.r?lll been verv numerons. Sama nf

. E_ The Silver Pannv. The Wira |
The Loom of Destinv, Lon=lv
m ond Ir'sh Poaswrs. A
. The Prair’e Wiis
airie Child. wers well racaived
a wide cirenlation both in |
| the United States.

-'h a vigorons stvle and an a ]
themes, eity life, nrairia Yifs, |
eetera. His prose has the |
skilful direet mtterance that o--ru*
1e to the heart of a matter. ‘TTn
iry. one has said. ‘as full of haavty 1
o, i interests are hrand r-mli‘
nd food for hiz active thaveht in A
ons where he has travellod, He |
ful, constroetive imarinatian rm-' B
ity 1o treat Lis themes n ench o was
arrest the attention and corrv the
L w readers with him. thaneh he
captured the Canadian heart ir ‘he
ﬂmmn and Jean Blewett have

' A

38
n'r'e

was a Delmaze. ond his fath-r
tringer. & member of the wellknown
‘ﬂl‘l natie at Chatham. Captain
Sﬁ'hger, the novelist’s vncle, was °
 sleamer on the Great Lakes for ¢
Kate Lyell, Hugh's sister, mar- |
 Stephens, a prominent hardware .
Chatham, and member of the 3
wons for several terms, After |

dn 1879, be married hee sister |
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home!

a
the black firs fringe the line,
Il:::ls N\Lheclh down the si

whis

hill-winds mlp:;e :Iood.

sk is crowned with glory,
lone horizon softens, .
world’s at home with God!

THE WILD GEESE.

Over my home-sick head,

High in the paling light

And touched with sunset’s glow,

and strong and free,

The unswerving phalanx sWeeps,
The honking wild geese 80—
Go with a flurry of wings
Home to their norland lakes
And the sedge-fringed tarns of peace
And the pinelands soft with Spring!

1 cannot go as the geese 50

But into the steadfast North,
dark and tender,

The North that is dar
My home-sick spirit wings—

Wings with flurry of longi
{ youth.

?et thinking of home
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And nests in the larns ©
—ARTHUR STRINGER.




. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MACE
ADMINISTERING TIIE LAW AND MAINTAIN-
ING- ORDER IN THE LAND =

¥
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W AVING established its govern-
ments, national, provincial and
municipal, and through these,

i made provision for law-making,
- the next thing required to be established
- was the machinery by which the laws of the

‘county should be administered. There are

b,
~ two branches of the law, the

-

while the Sheriff is there to execute the order 2

of the Judge. These courts are graded, the @

lowest being that presided over by a Police
Magistrate or a Justice of the Peace, before

whom come only minor breaches of the law, !

antil we reach the Lperial Privy Council,
the highest court both for Great Britain and
- - Canada.

Petween these we .

rrr"‘civil. which has to do mainly -
' with property rights; and the

0 e

have the County Court, the
Court of Assize, the Surrogate T
‘Court and the Court of “H 5
Chancery. The matters (o be -4f-
adjudicated upon are classified,

".-;;c;'i:‘-{ﬂ criminal, which has to do with
ol : intentional breaches of the law
~and

the administering  of”

punishment to those who in-
tentionally ignore or transgress
law. The setting up of that

machinery necessilates the
establishment of courls, court-
houses and gaols.
Th variety of Courts which
: have been established.
The Court consisls of .2
Judge, his Clerk and the
Sheriff, The Judge is a povern-
ment appointee, who holds his
office for life, and before whom
cases in reference to the adminisiration of
Jaw, ils execution, ot its byreach is appealed
for a decision. He appoints & day and place
to hear the case, if such is not appointed by
statute. The Clerk is the one who prepares
the case and is there to rocord the evidence,

ROBLT. STUART WOooD5
: 1819727
Called to the Dar, 1642
Located at Chatham, 1853,
Mads a Qusen's Counscl,
1872.

Appointad & Junior Judhs
of the County Court, 1395

" usually on the basis of their

_ jmportance, and to cach court i} 4
own particular

~ is assigned its

" field. Before these courls come %
the complainant, and the de-  §

fendant, with their witnesses.

feality of the offence and its
maznitude and the validity of
the defence, and gives a

adjudges to be the nearcst to justice. The
more impartial his judgments and the nearet

they are 1o justice by common epnsent the

more respect and weight does his judgmenis

carry, g5 ATy L R S lJ'

*
.

[ S -_ v
e

The Judge hears the conplaint 72
~and the defgnce, weighs the

judg- %
ment according to what the law
demands or what -his reason
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_ before him, or in the way
that twill best meet the ends
of justice and maintain re-
spect for law, Counsel are

examine and cross-examine

~ human mechanism is per

to examine the

witnesses, both parties 10
the suit, the complainant
and defendant having each its own counscl,
so that no undue advantage may accrue 10
cither side. So confident is our legal system
that this will be an assistance to a right judg:

_ ment, and so carefully does it guard the

Jiberty and right of the subject that the
on trial for the crime, if he has not
the means lo engage & Jawyer, the Crown,
through the judge, will
appoint one for him, and
will also discharge the
cost of obtaining the re-
quired witnesses (o support .1
his defence. ‘Of course no X

fect’, as one has said, ‘and
no part of the world has
ever arrived at a perfect
for the administra-

tion of justice. Mistakes
will be made, the wrong
parties believed, erroneous " G
inferences will be drawn it
from suspicious circun
stances; yet on the whole,
miscarriages of justice ar®

1 believe, less frequent in

Canada, than in any other

*Matthew Wilson 1

3

Th first government end

C. R. ATKINSON
Called to the Dar 1835

Historical Gocicty Repurts

The more dispatch with
. which the law is adininister-

the greater tespeet there
will be obtained for law,

and the fewer will be the
attempts made Lot frustrate
itt. The sysiem of employ-
ing counsel, which is now
part of our legal machinery,
is maintained because it is
believed that it is a help to
the attainment of those ends. |

ctment | vogulating

the qualifications req for Counssl.

It is obyious that the pemlms who will be

entrusted to tassist a Judge in this way, in
helping him to administer and in '
law rightly, must have a training W
qualify him for such an important respon
<ibility and task. The government from time

terpret the
hich will

1o time, have passcd enact:
ments Lo gafeguard fhe
. public and the administra
tion of the law by licensing
only properly qualified
rsons to do this werk.
From the very first great
care has been exercised in
the matter. In 1773 an
Act  for ~making “more
offectual provision far the
government of the Province
of Quebec in North
America was passed, and
the Governor and”  his
Council had power 10 make
ordinances which had the
came cffect as general laws.
Under this authority in
1775 an ordinance was

ed, and the nearer to justice PR
" deals out its Judgmentsy” (SEREE

e S AN T
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THE cmm‘uﬁ SYSTEM

Oscar Leander Lewis
was barn In  Slmeoe
. IRG2,. Tle e

his eidueation at
S
I e ciy of

iy Chntham. e com-
pleted  his  conrse  wi
Osgonde 1ol aml was
enlled to the Bar aod
ndmiited nsx n secicilor

AR T m o M8, For seme
. Sk years he practised in
' Chatham partner-

in
% ship with the late D
) M. Chirdntio and In 184
Tk he eatered iulo part-

it nership with W, G,

W Sre xye iy 6 Richards wnder the firm
o w BALE A e |4 name of Lewis and
oy > Richards, which part-
o nership continued until
: the date of his dealh,
c2aed In 1908 he was Aap-
tal, pointed & King's conn-
1927 . wel and in 1920, on (he
i thew Wilkon, K.C,, was

OSUAR LEANDER LEWIS,
Called to the Bar, 1886,

Iy elected at the guinguennisl election in 102 He
served as an alerman in the eity of Chatham in 1877
and Trom 1067 until the date of bis death was Cily
Kolieltar. e toek an aclive interest In military nffales

servedd B lerm a8 commanding offlesr of the 24th
Kenl Regiment, He was promineal o Odadiellowship and
Masenry and was 8 Past Grand Master of (he Crand
Lodge of Onlarie, of the Independent Osder of Oddirk
Jows. Tie died at Chatham, April 20th, 1923,

passed  concerning advocales, allorneys,
solicitors and notaries; and it provided that
no person should be appointed or permitted

to practice in any of the Couris in the

. Province as a barrister, advocate, solicitor,
attorney or proctor at law who should not

have bona fide served a regular and continued
clerkship for five years under a contract in
writing with somne advocate or attorney

practicing in the couris of the Province or in -

some other part of his Majesty’s Dominions,
por until after such person should have
been examined by some of the first and most
able barristers, advecates and attorneys of
the courts of the Province in the presence of
the Chief Justice or two Or more judges of
some of the courls of Commeon Pleas, (ol
which there was one for each district), and
approved and certified 1o be of fit capacity
and character to be admitted to practice in
the courts of the Province. It was then found
most dificull to procurc men of sufficient
knowledge of ihe law lo enter upon the legal
profession.” *

snfatthew Wilson

L .

OF ADMINI NG

“ the maintenanes of a worthy standard in theie

Teh gl s

v T

A second enactment | vespecting  (hese
qualifications was passed in 1791.

When, in 1791, the provinee of Quebec was
divided into Upper and Lower Canada, cach '
was made a distinct Provinee, and in each
province the Governor in Council and
Assembly were empowered to make laws for
the peace, welfare and good governiment
thereof; and in the third session under (he
new constitution of Upper Canada an Avt
passed suspending the Quebee Ordinance
above referred to and enabling the Governor
to authorize by license licge subjects  not
exceeding sixteen in number who should be
deemed from their probily, education and
condition in life, hest qualified to act as -
advocatcs and attorneys in the conduct of all
legal proceedings in the Provinte: - Only i
seven gentlemen from a then poplation of '
40,000 were found capahle and willing for
appointment. i ) :

e e e
TR P et

‘;Thn' Law Socicty of Upper Canada” waa ’
also formed to mainicin the standavd of =
: the Prefession. ‘

In 1797, the government passed “an Acks
enabling the practising lawyers of that time
to form themselves into an Association for

profession. Although there were only fifteen
prncliiiunm at that time in the whole of the
province, the association was duly formed .

william Douglas, & wative of '
Calthiness, deofiand, was the
son ol Geerpe D omatrs  wod g
Jeaanctie Gunh, whe rame cul
tn Connda in 180y, and wels
tied ™ Northpmbarlund et V.
WitHen Dansias wis rodunted
from Torenic varveraly 1801,
with  the degres of | LIuB,
Called tn the Ba7 that year, he
localed nt Chathnm, forming n

partarratip et O'Mar, In = LVt

s, which contineed wnt’l Me
O'Mara’s 0D ‘ptment ns Moaster
of Chapeecy in 185, The yead
previows H{t- Pouglas hal hoen

oiies he served with distinction *
for thirty-feur yoars. n LB,
he ras appeialed Nueen’s Come
] nat eleeicd Beneher of (h* tmer Cannda Law

WAL PeiGLAS
VRIER- Mr 2
Called (5 1he Mar,
161,
Connly Orown
Attorneyy P L,

PRSP | mareied | lo anie anily s
Pacunis, in 1853 and to thon wers horm nine ehlidoen,
five daugabers and four sone, moe of whem, Donald Hrics
e clerk for Henk.

L
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. CANADIAN ACHIEVEMENT: KENT (

but  their parents mmong

first seltlers of that township,
Me wus in ihe Joenl
and Vieloria of whirk
he was a n IRA. e

under the name of “The Law Society of
 Upper Canada.”

P This Society was made a statutory corpora-
. tion in 1822 and has continued from that
 time to the present under the name originally
given in 1797, and it has been so careful of
the honour and good standing of its members
‘whom it has power to discipline, suspend or
~ expel, that few, if any, governing bodies of
. any profession or society should have held so
. completely the respect and good opinion of
the public at large, as is accorded to the
legal profession. And it is essential that a
*  high standard should be maintained, The
. Counsel, must not anly be well-versed in law
L but he must also be esteemed for his sagacity,
. probity and sincerity. He is the appointed
| trustees of much property and the private
. concerns of his clients. When men come to
. him in a litigious mood, lie can get the parties
¢ in dispute in conference, discover to them the
law in the matter, show them the weakness
of their respective sides, and obtain from
them a settlement by compromise and thus
save to both of them the expense of a needless
lawsuit instead of exploiting their unwisdom
to obtain for himsell a generous fee. More-
over Judges are chosen from amongst the
! members of the profession, and these not
only administer but by their decisions and
general demeanor thelp help to maintain or
destroy respect for law in the minds of the

e
. and. confid in ill Iministy .]-:.,‘f‘g

. that our governmental institutions maintain &

oy .Gn' "_\:‘t&

i

‘Mﬂl publ&-“ ﬁﬁd&y‘ﬁn b iR

in our country, that day the country falls -
down, oo, in the high standard of citizenship
unto which we, as a Canadian people, have
attained, and by other nations have been
highly reputed, 1t is of inestimable value

high standard of excellence, but our judicial.
institutions must be above reprosch. To-. |
wards this end, the Law Society of Upper
Canada has done, and still is doing a useful

T be cetablishment of & Kent'Bar did mot take =
place until the late fifties. " e i e

The first record of a Court sitting in
Chatham was when Mr. Justice Sullivan held
the Assize there in 1851. Up to that time
there was probably no permanent Bar in
Kent, but in 1857 there were six practitioners
located in Chatham, George Duck, Jr. and
Henry F., his brother, Charles F. Eliot, |
Alexander D. McLean, Walter McCrea and
Robert Stuart Woods. “There were no
professional in the County outside of
Chatham. Ris Honour William Benjamin °
Wells was the Judge of the County Court and
Mr. Duck was Clerk of the Peace. John
Mercer was Sheriff, Thomas A. Ireland was

4 1
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. came from Toronio

Chatham, the Weslesan Callese
4 Dunds, amd e Veench Comns
nn

lnw was n the
of Wilsen and lmm.m
b, owd ilayles  and

and  was
. T 12, e
marvied Mahel Annle Stewnrt of

- Torentn, wsecond danghifer of Charles )., Hirwarl, n

former proprictor af the “Ceantford B ponilor,” he
“Hamillen Tinws,"” and (he “Ollawn Vol and a
r‘- grand-duaghter of Hon. Alesander Grot, one of

fBve members of Governer Simeoe's Pueeal ve Coun-

1982, They have hond two soms, Willinm Stewnrt,
oversens, 15tk Replember, M8, » thind-year
,stadent of Toromle when fie colisted, and George Girunt,
now prosident of (he MeKeongh

lCIa'k of the County Court and Deputy Cleck

~ of the Crown; George Williams was [Registrar

of the Surrogate Court and Deputy Registrar
of the Court of Chancery, and T. Glendenning
was the Clerk of the Division Court in

_ Chatham.

From a personal but reliable source | have
learned that the Judge and Counsel who
the first -Assize at
Chatham came by boat to Niagara, thence to
Buffalo, thence to Detroit and thence up the
Thames to Chatham; snd that the late Judge
Woads, as a practicing barrister admiited in
1842, acted for the Plaintiffl in the only case
that was decided in that fiest Court of May
1851 at Chatham. By the records of 1860,
1 find that the late Charles Richard Atkinson
who was admitted to the bar in 1359, was
added to the list of practitiduers in
Chatham’.* This brought up the total at the
end of that decade to seven, but with the
increase of population, there was a propor-
tionate increase in the demand for the services
of Court and Counsel, and the numbers
entering this profession steadily increase until
not only Chatham but every surrounding
urban centre maintains an adequate represen-
tation.**

*Matthew Wilson.

**A complete list of all the lawyers who have practised in Kent since its establishment

a3 a county is appended in this volume.

& Troller dem of Chat-

{
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_ ol 1850,
The establishment of a Court in Kent did
not take place until after distriet governroes
was abolished and county government
its place. Before this the meeting place of
the Court was first at Detroit, but when,
Michigan hecame ceded to the Americans in
1796, Sandwich was chosen, and continued to
be the place where the legal affairs of the
counly were transacted for over half al
century.  To the handicap of distance t e
was added the further circumstances of bad
roads and no conveniences for travel, so that
the first settlers had no other alternative b ut
to trudge lo Sandwich on foot when legal!
business had to be transacted. By the
Municipal Act of 1819, which gave to us
Municipal Government for counties, towi-
ships, cities, towns and villages, districts
were abolished and counties substituted in
their place. Chatham was selected as the
County Town, and the erection of a gaol and
court-house authorized. From this fime for-
ward the machinery of government and courts
has been carried on practically as we have it
to-day, a syste mwhich has given and con-
tinues to give pre-eminent satisfaction.

r

Richard L. Gosnell wos berm
in Orford township in 1863, Afth
son of James Gosnell and Eliza-
belhh Salter, natives of Ireland.
He was educated in the loeal |
public school and the Hidgetowa
Colieginte Instilute, and spent &

. L. GOSNELL, pr
Called 'll.am}h- Bar, his death. e marriegd

Lillie Tape, of Ilow “and lefd |

Police Magistrate,

ne issue, In peli r. Giose
Blenheim, 1891-1902.  nell was o Liberal; in religion, |
& Methodist. Prilel t

PSSR SR S oSS, 8 £~




. M’Ga"ﬂfﬁh\’ﬂﬂ.'*' Bt o v
., 1032 O. K. VIATION. e
| 1893 A D. CARSCALLEN, Wit
} 1323, J. M. PIKE. Vg R b A
\s. WARD STANWORTH,
1205 T L. BRASRIML o B
1205, . 5o SITLLIUCTEN, [ WG
b 197, ALGMAUDER CLARK.
13 A ACFRAGER. A4 ‘ W
1510, J. C. STCWART. | wi TS
“1911. J. A. NI-NEVIN. ;
£ 1012, A. J. GOREON.
i&u:s. EWCE DIDFORD.
Momandsr Bala, prepnetor of a blackamith
} sh«r!- and gacoiise staticn, Thamesville, is &
} native of Caitinasshire, Ceotland.  Tniisted in
1 We transport service of Lhe Impe. Al Army in
b the Great Vierid Var, and did servies for his
L oenit in Salonika, Dulgasia an! Ugpon Dise
charged in' May 1539, he came (o Uiz e
 {ollowing year, since which he has Lean 2
residcnt of Kent. 1le was married in Scotland
| to Joan Mclicnzie, and they hLave cac child,
L Parbara.
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£ 3.0 ZiaY% tardware mrerchant of Chatham,
“7is a native of Ilarwich, the scn of Joseph Zink,
¢f ¥ a family belouging to a2 of the carliest of
. | what is kn.wn as the German settlement. He
" was rearcd cn his fatier's farm, and came to
Chatham, where he established his present 4 S

.- business on Kng Street in 1920.

| §

Deaa'd L1, Chew, the fon of the Reverend
+ Neil Shaw, Presbyterian Minister of Fgmecni-
ville, Ontario, w23 born in-Scaforth, and beeatns
\\ a resident. of Ridgetown in 1912, Ile wes =
© cducated in the schecls of Scaforth and Ridzs-" A X
' ©_town and received bis legal train'ng at Ozgec °2 ‘
Hall, Toronto, «nl in the office of J.. V4L
& Murphy, Ridgetcw.a 11e'was called to the Dar
and began practising at Ridgetown in 1921. He %
saarried Mildred Drower of Dothwell, and they 1
have one child, a scm, Neil.

.

Jathn €. Loclis, a native of Haldimand county, T inte
tooter.d v 1379, and established

eame to Ridgetcw.d
‘ “ % with J. L. Deadsiizw tis¢ furnitare and under-

¥
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: { ating establishmen. £ <ated on Main s'tre.ct. A
b X neve vnder the name Locke & Co. He m*med
/ 5 ' Jane Leach of Ridgelown and their childrea |
L ¢ are, C. J. Locke, a barrister in Saskatoon, Mrs.'
’ B. J. Smith, Ridgetews and Greta Lecke. .
'
- W. H. ROSINSON. -t :
5L L 3L MeWHINNZY, : : |
_‘ THOMAS SCULLARD, ' :
K. D, cowzil,
o, P ) PO 0T Lo d bk :
! ;jj & ‘. mn ‘
. C. G. MARTIN, , j
. 5. B, ARNOLD, ‘
M. W, A THRASHER o
;‘ w-ﬁ. ‘*“.:'.-:NE. ‘ ol i -
“\ Jlb. 1 :?QQ:TT, -
R ). RESVE, : ’
% W. G. RICHARDS. y '
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KENT COUNTY IN A STATE OF NATURE

KNOWLEDGE of the

physical conditions and
: the extent of the wood-
R lands and marshes of Kent
- «as they were when the first pioneers
~ came to the county is of the first import-
ance in interest to us, since thereby we
~ come to know something of the natural
~ wealth and the attractions which
induced them to settle here in order to
make permanent and comfortable homes
. for themselves and their children. We
~ have descriptions of the country written

" by early travellers and explorers; we
have the reports of the surveyors who

. delimited every section of the county
into farm lots; and we have the stories

MAP OF THE FIRST SETTLEMENTS IN

THE COUNTY

which have been handed down to us
from the earliest settlers, telling of the
conditions which they found here and faced.
These supply sufficient data from which we
can, with an intelligent use of our construe-
tive imaginations, reproduce the past, and, in
mental picture, see its woodlands and the
possibilities for future wealth which lay in

€' iz ‘ i its timbers and soil. The face of the couniry
S continued little unchanged from iis first
5 - settlement a little before 1790 until after the

B middle of the past century, a period which
goes back only seventy five years, so that

from most reliable sources we can get an in-

telligible appreciation of the physical condi-

tions met with and subdued by the first

settlers to their advantage.

" he Thames river, the first highway into
the County.

The first scrveyor came into the county
hy way of lake St. Clair and the Thames
river, as did also the first seitlers. The two
branches of this river take their rise in the
highlands of Central Ontario, flowing in a
south-westerly direction until they meet and




form one stream at London, after which it
_continues its westerly courae until it rcaches
lake St. Clair, into which it empties the body
~ of water which it has gathered from the ter-
ritory through which it has passed. It was
X ;._‘f“byﬂill"mchmd the first settlers, La
~ Tranche, until, in 1793, Governor Simcoé
,,g'.‘,_g'----,pn to it, its present name. It afforded to
~ the early fur-traders and explorers oppor-
~ tunity to reach the centre of the province by
" means of that greatest of Indian inventions,
~ the birch-bark canoce. It traversed a rich and
- fertile country with a magnificent fotest on
" each side of it, a part of that sea of green
~ +* stretching from the north shore of lake Erie
| to the Georgian bay and still farther north-
~ ward, an area of woodland which Charlevoix
~ described as ‘the finest forest in the world!’
~ “In every place where 1 landed, I was en-
. chanted with the beauty and variety of land-
. scape bounded by the finest forest in the
world; beside this water-fowl swarmed every-

4 ; mn
This Frenchman did not enter into the in-
terior of ‘the country but skirted along its
outward fringe on the shore of lake Erie, yet
. saw, notwithstanding, something of the
variety of trees and landscape, and the wild
life abounding in the solitudes of its water-
‘ways and forests, an attractive scene, which
compelled his compatriot, Galinee, to desig-
nate the district of which Kent was a central

part, “The Paradise of Canada.’

arsh lands on which sported the Wild Life
of the District.

et i When Patrick McNiff, the pioneer surveyor
Wi of the county, entered the river from lake
nop St. Clair, he did not come at first into sight
W3 ' of the woods except as the background of a

tract of thirty thousand acres of marsh, or
_ prairie lands, lying on the shore of the lake

at the mouths and between the two rivers,

-

2.7
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the tall grass he saw elk grazing, and wild
fowl of every description sporting on its
" ' numerous ponds. But apart from the

4
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the Thames and the Sydenham. Here amgng-. drainage. These, though some of them were

attraction of this wild life on ﬂu
the river présented to him nq great mno e
beauty or splendour. “There is little in its
appearance,” he wrole, as he described how
it presented itself to him when he first saw
it, *to call forth enthusiastic comment from
the ohserver, though its aspeet is in no place e
repulsive, and in many localities presents
many features of attractiveness.” This de-
-seription  embodied fairly what was the
appearance of the stream from the, first im-
pression made upon him as he paddled up
its sluggish waters through the plains and
required no revision save when he came to
the forests and undulating lands of central
Ontario, where its beanty was second to no
other in the country. For six miles, as they /
ascended up the river, the plains lay on
cither side of them extending on the left
(N.N.E.) as far as the eye'could see, but on
the right thd woods were visible approach-
ing nearer the farther they ascended. Here
and there grew copses of elms, willows or
ash trees, but on the whole it was one tree-
less meadow that met their view. The cur-
rent of the stream was hardly perceptible as
they paddled up against it, and the banks
were little higher than its own water level
until after they passed the plains where they
. began to rise, reaching the height of eighteen " §
or twenty feet above the water level towards
the easiern end of ‘the county. li
be first of the Nineteen Squatters’ homes
came within sight of the Surveyor eight
miles up from the River's mouth.
Eight miles up the river he came to a log
cabin with its little clearance surrounding
it, the abode of the first of the settlers now
scattered along the bank from here to the =
mouth of McGregor creek. The land here,
in contrast to the low and wettish land which
they had passed, was sufficiently elevated to
enable them to cultivate the soil without

i

French and English, were chiefly German i
settlers from the United States who came to
Canada immediately =fter the close of the J
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e the next year after the close of
~ ethe war.
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different aspect of Physical

Conditions on the South, or

. Lake Erie side, of the
County.

KENT COUNTY IN A STATE OF NATURE
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. If entrance into the county had
been made by the surveyor from
the south and lake Erie side,

'COMING TO KENT ON THE SOUTH OR LAKE

ERIE SIDE,

- instead of the western and lake St. Clair
- side, a different aspect of its physical
" conditions: would have been met with,
- Except for a narrow strip of marshland
- along the shore, the woodland commenced
immediately and stretched northward for the
full length of the county and much farther.
This was indeed a magnificent forest and
deserved the praises bestowed upon it by the
carly travellers. A great variety of trees
were distributed throughout the county

- cotresponding to the elevation of the land
and the nature of the soil. On the low-lying
lands and heavier soils, white oak, ash, elm

- and hickory were found while on the higher
and lighter soils, black walnut, hard maple,

- cherry and whitewood were the varieties
mostly met with. Beech, basswood, sycamore

or buttonwood and balm, though not so
numerously, were also found distributed
throughout the county. Beside these, there

bRy, was a small tract of pine on the shore of
Eio __ Lake Erie, an area which the French named
;’."_Ei';_' Point aux Pins, a favorite nesting place

; f t for thousands of wood pigeons, birds once
P 80 numerous in the country, now wholly be-

t;'.' N come extinct. Some of these varieties grew

9 . to an jmmense size. It was not uncommon

i to find a whitewood tree with a trunk seven
S feet in diameter at the stump, and stretching
s 2 . P SR O e oD .

. s et e

up as straight as a-gun barrel for eighty feet.
before reaching the beginning of its top or

limbs. White oak grew to an almost equal

size. Numerous examples of this variety

have been taken out of the woods in tree

lengths seventy five feet long and six feet

in diameter at the butt for export to the Old-
Country. The elm trees, the variety dis-

tributed most largely on the lowlands, grew

to a size equal to the white oak and so

thickly as to jostle each other for existence.

The black walnuts grew just as thickly in

their area but not to so great a size,

Thhﬂymllndﬂnhhrv-lm.lth.

Timber Wealth of the County, -

To the early travellers and explorers,
those trees, so magnificent in their size and
- the splendour of their appearance, stood out
each one an illustration of the great wonder-
works of Nature, but to the first settlers they
were only parasites on a soil which they
wished to convert into a grower of potatoes,
corn, tobacco and other farm products.
Later, this timber had a marketable value,
but for the first years in the history of the
county, they added nothing to the value of
the lands nor to the wealth of the owners.

From the standpoint of the market of to-
day, what a vast wealth these trees repre-
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han valucless, save such as would be
hmgtbithumndﬂmr
: -&hbmlmaplow-md{otm
_ purposes and for house fuel. The
"’-Ul'l-edformkiugu-bw'md
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‘oak became the first nurketable tree
Mhthblnkwdmlmhofwhmh
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Jameson, a noted English traveller

b and writér, of a new seltler in
,Mmtbcmnonofherpmmg
through the township on her way from

~ Talbotville to Chatham, and from thence to

- Detroit in the year 1836.

E “Yes, I have a farm hard by—in the bush

hn." was his answer.

. “How large is it?”

_,.“One hundred and forty acres.”

““How much cleared?”

v “Five or six mes-—-lbereaboul."

' “How leng have you been on it?”

' “Five years.”

“And only five acres cleared?
~ wery little in five years. 1 have seen people

~ who have cleared twice that quantity of land

~_ in half that time.”

“Then they had money or friends or hands
tohelpthem . . . . Set a man with
only a pair of hands at orfe of them big trees
there—sce what he'll make of it. You may
swing the axe from morning to night here
for a week before you let the daylight in on

That is
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barrel staves. After the ashes, =
. -.—.....,.-..‘ ll----;',
| IL. ;
THE FOREST ATITACKED WITH AXE, FIRE AND
o A \'()I\Iu OF OXEN
f.“Do you live here?” asked Mrs. Mrs. William Rich-

b“wﬂsdrﬁlwmlhm
hardwoods found a market for fuel, but ¢
mmnlw;huuuﬂ_m

was in a later era in the history of the county.
Apart then, from the fencing of their fields
and the building of their houses, to the first
pioneers of the county, the trees of this ¥
*finest forest in the world’ had no value,
were destined if touched at all to be
dwnbylhemdmmtmaﬂ!rduoedu !

" husband became
_: victim of pionaer condi-
' tions and died during
an epidemic of typhoid
fever when he was 29
years of age, leaving
his young wife with
four little children. The
brave woman faced the
future with industrious
courage, and toiled
laboricusly indoors and
outdoors until her farm
was cleared, good buildings erected, and her
family grown up and educated. She lived to a
serene old age and died on the homestead, then 3
in possession of her only zon, the infant babe,
who shared with her the joys and sorrows of '
her widowed life, unparted until by death.

M8, WILLIAM
RICHARDSON,
Creek Road, Harwceh,

Five acres cleared in five years! What a
achievement for one oble-bodied

man! So might think a transient traveller in
the country, but when we consider the num-
ber of times the axe had to ascend, and then
descend with force upon the trunk of a large
tree before it was sufficiently notch.d to fall,
not to say anything of the trimming, piling




burning up of the parts afterwards,

of five acres in the midst of

eternal bush, was without doubt, a

record for one pair*of hands

years. This Harwich

had been married would

pairs of hands help clear

‘ instead of qne, for of this

. work, of all others, the pioneer

~ woman took her share. True, she did
not, chop down the trees, but she went

~ out to help pile up the brush and the

~ limbs, and later did her share of the
burning and logging of the fallen trees,

- for without help, the clearance of the
*  heavily timbered land of Kent was

~,  difficult, lf'not Impossible for one alone,

m!hhldgwdwhalkmw&‘.

pioneer’s heart as he chopped down the ,
forest, tree by tree.

 'N/flsking a clearance for the First

" In the pioneer conditions of the county,
there were two stages of land clearing—the
first and most difficult, without oxen, and
the second with the assistance of these useful
animals. To get a patch cleared large en-
~ough to grow their first crop of potatoes and
corn was the initial undertaking of every
new settler. This was the first stage of land-
clearing and was undertaken one tree at a
time, the felling of the trees and the burning
up of them going on at the same time, The

3 .f-..w ﬂ.‘!_ﬁd__ o o Pl Rl e LIRS | ?F
5 o lw iy ¥ Y 4 i .
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LA . early Spring was the more favorable time for
5 R Sy settling on his lot, which gave to the pioneer
e I two months, April and May, for the clearing
. "‘ % of the first pater or land. A rude and
e “ : ~ temporary log-hut with bark for a covering
% ,-‘“f f * was erected and supplied the family shelter
g oA . until replaced later by a more permanent
B cabin. Then began the work of preparing
 the potato patch. Usually a spot was chosen
B where the woods were more open and the
o _trees not 100 big. A fire was started with
£ < 7 such fallen down timber and dry sticks for
2 ' fuel as could be procured for the purpose.
'y By A tree was then felled, and the limbs trim-
- med off and thrown on this fire, and when
S - once it ‘got going good’ wauld burn up avite

lowing winter. The -yoods sul?plied them,

e -. L) - ;
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readily even although the wood was: green
and the sap still undried in it. The body of
the tree, if suitable was made into rails, or
into lengths, if it was not too large, for the
new log cabin. With the assistance of his
wife and half grown up boys and girls, if
such there were in the family, a considerable
patch of cleared land was secured before the
season had passed for the planting of corn
potatoes and other garden vegetables. If he -
succeeded in the first year of getting one acre '_i
ready, the pioneer settler considered himself |
fortunate. i :
Potatoes and corn were the staple foods of i
the first settlers and an acre of ground would
grow sufficient for their first year’s require ° |
ments, even if there should be some children |
in the family, for, a yield of two hundred | |
bushels of potatoes, or of seventy five of :
corn, was not an extravagant harvest. An ;
acre cleared and cropped and an average
harvest would mean, then, the achievement of }
their living for a year. When this was done
they faced serenely their combat with fever |
and ague, mosquitoes and blackflies, for,
supporting them, was the pleasant assurance
there would be no famine of food the fol.

i i e i
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“wild turkeys, racoons and
and even the wild boar was
roamed the forests in the

first .settlements in the
with increasing years their
aspirations expanded.
they were not eatisfied

and one or, two swine for
the winter's pork barrel.
was to add 1o these a
When the pioneer had
stage he considered him-
as having solved the problem of
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rest after the day’s toil. el

. living for his family for all time to come,
e % ;
Om&wmwomhml

. The possession of these useful animals in-

troduced the settler into the second stage of
clearing the land. No great headway could
be made in his battle with the bush until he
had reached this stage of prosperity. These
indispensable pioneer animals were well suit-
ed for the rough work of clearing the land,
more suited than horses. They were easily
kept as in the summer they roved through
the woods and provided for themselves their
own fodder. The cost of fitting up a team
was trifling, consisting only in the provision

every pioneer was able to make one for him.
self, and if not, he could easily find a
neighbor who could, The chain was made by
the settlgment blacksmith or brought from
Detroit. The oxen consisted of broken in or
trained 1o work, steers, From calves they
roamed the woods until they were taught to
bear the yoke, “Whoa,” “Haw,” and “Gee,”

left, or turn right, as they were bidden by
the driver. The more intelligent of these
steers learned the meaning of these three
English —words quite readily. Having
mastered the meaning of this much of our

of a yoke and chain—and the yoke, nearly

which sounds mean they were to stop. turn’

language, they were then ready to take their
share in the clearing of the farm. i

CL&

g the Fallow, and Browsing the -
stﬂl.lnﬁlh\‘li-uf:wwlldm!uly'

The winter's work of the settler was the
chopping of the fallow. First of all the
underbrush was grubbed out in the Fall, or '
before the snow lay too deeply on the ground.
The work of chopping down the trees in *
winter served a second purpose, that coms -
monly known as ‘bsowsing the stock.” When 7
the trees were felled, the limbs were cut off |
and thrown together in neat piles forming a! 1
straight row the full length of the fallow. ™
The trunks of the smaller trees were cut up
in lengths suitable for the oxen to haul at

the logging, not too long so that they might 1

. be pulled through among the stumps handily, -

nor too heavy to be beyond the oxen’s strength'
in hauling them. Cattle liked to eat and
would thrive on the tops of the small limbs,
especially those topped with a bud, and with
a couple of ears of corn added to this fodder
daily, the chopper fed his cattle as he clcared
the land and brought his stock through in
good shape until the following Spring which
he could not otherwise have done without
larger clearances. ’ .
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B“-h'&th Brushwood off the Fallow in the

Having chopped his fallow of five or ten
acres, the next step in the clearing process

 was the burning of the brushwood of the

fallow. This took place in the Spring after
the sun had somewhat dried up the fallen
and piled up limbs. The settler waited for
the opportunity of & fair and high enough
wind, when all the piles on the windward
side were set on fire, and with the wind
blowing a good gale, the other piles would

. catch fire until the whole fallow was one

furnace of flame, heat and smoke. If this
burning off occurred in a dry season, the
fire might get out of control and do damage
to crops, fences, buildings or neighboring
woods, but there was little likelihood of this
in the county of Kent as the nature of the
!\Ioodl precluded it, but in lands where cedar,
spruce and other evergreen trees abounded,
there was danger of the fallow fires getting

out of control and doing damage. In this

respect, the history of Kent has been happily
free from this danger in marked contrast
with the devastating fires so0 frequently
occurring in the Temiscaming and other
northern districts. .

‘Nl‘ the trunks of the large trees, a
l;:ao!:lividi-‘ tluu_ up into logs by

When the brush was thus burned away,

the next step in the operation of the clearing -

of the land was the ‘niggering’ of the body
lengths of the larger trees into fdogs. In
Kent, the largeness of the timber was a great
obstacle to the clearing of the land owing to
the time it would take to fall the trees and

then to chop the, trunks inte the desived

length of logs. This work was done by
means of fires, a method which the settlers
called ‘niggering.” Sticks were laid cross-
wise on the trunk at the spot whers it was
_desired to make a cutting through the tree,
set on fire and kept up until the fire had
burned its way through the underlying
trunk. This method seyved the samie pur

4 S
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CLEARING THE LAND.
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the desired end than chopping; and where
fifty or a hundred ‘niggers’ were kept going.

at once, and well attended to, the work of e

great number of men would be done in a
very short time, and by it much hard labor

d time saved. This was a work in which
all of the family, gven the smaller children
could take a part, and thus hastened the

. coming of the time when the great soclal

event of ploneer life, the logging bee, should
take place. '

. v.q-'.ﬂ.

ogging the Fallow, the co-operative effort of
Lo Netghbantond T

When the brush heaps were burnt off the
fallow, and'the trunks of the trees cut up
into logs, the settler sent out an invitation
to his neighbours to come and help him in
the next and most important process in the
operation of clearing, those of them who
could provide oxen were invited tp bring them
with them. For every yoke of oxen five men
would be pequired, the teamster and four

handspike men, and five or six such gangé -
would 'be required for a good logging bee.

The logging consisted in hauling a numiber
of logs to one place and rolling them up in
heaps, the handspikes used for that purpose,

the larger logs at the bottom and the smaller _

ones at the top. The fallow was measured
off into strips equal to the number of teams
so that each gang would have an equal

portion of the fallow to do, and @ friendly -
rivalry was started as to which of them -

would be the first through with their allot:

ment, a iest of the quickness of the team

and teamster as well as of the individual
men attached to the gang. As soon as the
log was drawn up to the place, the larger
ones were rolled together with handspikes,
the next smaller ones ou.the top of these,
opd that as fast as the team brought themx in,

Any timber small enough to be handled by
740 or four men was picked up bodily and

167
pose and was a much enier way of reaching ¥
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thrown on the heap. Friendly jibes were -

Passcd by one gang at the other and the
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~work went on with vim and enthusiasm, in-
spired very often by a mild stimulant from
~ a neighbouring distillery, although the hard
» work seemed to act as an antidote and
- drunkenness seldom followed. The gang first

:':.:'wmeodlhirvidofywhhshm
- and waving of hats in the air, which all the

~ - gangs acknowledged by drinking with them
some more of the glass that thrills but does
not inebriate, except to the unreasonably in-
temperate, of which, unhappily every settle-

e ._ ment could supply too many examples. This

- finished, the victors went to the assistance of
the gang farthest back in order that the whole
fallow might be logged before darkness
made it impossible for them to do further
work, and that the burning of the log-heaps
might take place that same night. The
method of lighting these was the very
~ opposite of the brush fallow. The far heaps
.- from the windward side were the first to be
started, and back from this, heap by heap,
until the last was fired, this, in order that the
smoke and heat might not interfere with the
work of firing, ‘as each heap had to be
started separately. These fires created an in-
tense heat, and it would be difficult and
dangerous for anyone to pass through the
fallow when all were burning on account of
the heat and smoke created. By attending
well to the fires and keeping the logs rolled
close together, in twenty four hours the log-

heaps of the fallow would be preity well -

burned up.

he Bee followed by the Dance, the Branding,

and finally, the Snake Fence.

If young people abounded in the neigh-
borhood, or the unmarried of both sexes, as
they did in the later settlements, the bee had
its logical ending in a dance. While their
elders were attending to the burning of the

fallow, the younger ones made merry to the .

sound of the rustic violin, the cheerful blaze
of a thousand fires adding to the gayety of
the occasion, oftentimes a great date in the
family calendar, for more than once it
registered the beginning of a new family

g
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of the fallow successful, then came the .
brmdmgwh:cbwudmbylhemdm

Bringing out his oxen, the unbumnt logs and
brands were hauled together and made into

heaps, and kept on fire until the last vestige
dwhnhndmbmamfomdm iy
was reduced to ashes,

Of necessity, the stumps were left in the

ground ‘for a few years until the former .

roots of the trees rotted. They were then

. easily pulled out by the oxen, hauled to-

gether and made into heaps, and the same -
process of burning them up followed as with
s |

But the clearance of the fallow was not
complete until it was fenced. This was
necessary in order that the stock of the
pioneer might be allowed to roam at large
and feed themselves with such fodder as the
woods supplied, and in the very early days,,

to protect their crops from deer and other °

intruders. The walnut, whitewood and oak
timbers of the fallow were split up into rails,
and a snake fence built soon after, if not be-
fore, the crop was put in. These fences were

“very durable. It has not been unusual to find. -
even fifty years after their erection, many of .

thess standing intact, their rails sound and
affording the field crops the same protection

_ as they did the first day they were built.

Thue, tree by tree, before the indomitable
will, the ptraevenng courage, and the un-
failing industry of the first settlers of the
county, the ‘finest forest in the world® passed
out into history, and in the place where once
it stood, fertile fields now are found, yielding
their annual harvests, reaped by a perhaps
less industrious but a more progressive and
cientific race of agriculturists. One genera-
tion achieveth, but another obtaineth the

profit.

‘,tT .“u-*w‘f.r -




[] onthe of one or other of the crecks
] '*'lt""'“ named, the solitude, the hardships and
- the dangers, known and unknown, that lurked

. in the depths of the primeval forest. There
he night was made hideous by the cerie
of the owl. From its unsunned

sses at time would come to the settler’s

. .Uﬂ emerge the figure of the Indian
" aaveg Added to the terrors that were real
,-,.-:; Mu those—the creatures of the

vere the practical difficulties never experi-

il umbroken swamp, its watery contents
1 “;"lbwly towards the natural ereeks
mrhlnnel to which their wateys were
m confined, filling to repletion the
G “-l! rer reaches of the deepened area which

nded some distance laterally on either

erally dried out, and by mid-summer. in
ry scasons at least, the whole land be-
,.dry that nowhere—not even in the
Lbottom or its margin could be securec
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the baying of the wolf and thence, at any

orn in the gloom of the forest,
4 *ﬁﬁrﬂo{ore imagined by the new
s %" In spring, the whole territory was

ch, ut that season, overflowed the. deeper

ohl:be season advanced, the couptry
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- gettler come. A fertile soil indeed awaited |

i
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1

_thundering crash, lay him low with his

" in death or decomposed so as to collapse

be known as “The Deer Lake,” and
others in the same locality of less w'z. R
there is not a living water spring in the whole |
township. The only possible method then |
of securing a water supply available -
at all times for man and heast was to make '
an excavation in the soil of sufficient storage
capacity for all requirements, : o 5

i

EARLY SETTLEMENT. ; ‘

To the eye of the new comer, the prospect 1
was indeed dreary in the extreme. Almost |
everything in Nature seemed hostile. Night 3
and day through the gloom of the woods his
body was tormented by mosquitoes and every
tree of the forest, in form however magnifi-
cent or in beauty however dressed, for him |
had little attraction, for in each he saw a A
barrier to his progress and an enemy to be
overcome, Around him stood representatives
of forest development from the first feeble
sprout to the graceful elm, the gorgeous
maple or the giant oak. There stood also the
skeleton remains of the king of the forest, 1
gaunt and grim, extending to heaven his j ’
.whitened truncated limbs awaiting dumbly |
the fiast of the storm that should, ‘with -

mouldering ancestors which, here and there, |
around him lay prone on the floor of the R
forest. Some whose fall had been recent, lay
stripped and naked. Others, encased in
Nature's green winding sheet, of living moss, '
had already begun to yield their substance
for the sustenance of plants and infant trees |
which, finding rootage in his decaying sur-
face, flauntingly, in the face of death, up-
reared the flag of triumphant life. But 3
whether dead or alive, erect or prone, rigid

LR Sy

under the passing foot, to him, every tree was
an enemy that stood or lay in the way of his

" progress.
Into such a possession. had the carly

his skill and industry and gave promise of
future reward, but what of the present? Be-
fore the soil could become hospitable to plant
or seed, the original crop must first be cut
down and burned off, root and branch. To
most of the immigrants the work was new
and arduous, the climate, in its extremes of
heat and cold, was trying, and few indeed
—— were fortunate enough to escape the chills
and fevers produced by the malarial exhala-
tions from the limitless field of decomposing
timber and vegetation or by the poisoned
bites of the swarms of mosquitoes from which
was no escape.

A B

The first to dare the solitude of the forest



sell and family a home in
were rapidly followed by

 mile: ) the site of the present St. Peter’s,

ip. In 1822, according to the late Judge
s, in his “Harrison Hall”, that old

rob was abandoned and, in its place
ed & new church on the site now occupied
‘the present structure. That church con-
ted to be a land-mark over the treeless
plains for miles around, as well as a place of
‘worship until 1896 when it was accidentally
‘burned. Soon afterwards was erected, on the

T
 THE LAKE ERIE SETTLEMENT.
| The Lake Erie Settlement originated in

'&.ﬁ the arrival, by way of the Talbot
. Road, of Peter Simpson, Thomas Askew and
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 Robert ‘Shanks driving an ox cart which is
- 8aid to have been the first wheeled convey-
1o have reached the township. Mr.
ks took up land and settled in the Town-

S it dniabe:

well and.favorably known. Messrs. Askew

.| d Simpson both settled on the Talbot Road
| 0 the township of Tilbury East. Up to 1825
S together in brotherly

: and toils, the hopes and
igements of pioneer life, but, in that
brothers in a more real
ing, each a daughter of Mr.
o who, by that time had be-
. “0€ their neighbour: Mr. Simpson's bride

'} Y Miss Ann, aged 18, while Mr. Askew's
: % was Miss Mary, aged 16. Arrange-
s for a double wedding having been
pieted, the two couples set_out together it

Fe
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= Thomas and Robert Smith—both widowers—

]
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iI selves with the necessaries of life, including
{
|
!
!
:
i
{
:
1
I
|

daunted by a pad-lock or flood, mm i =
difficolty by bearins safely 1o the other n}k ‘
the fair brides in the arms of their respective.
grooms. ALY
It was not 4ill seven years after the date

of the celebration of this double marriage -
that the slecping echoes of the interior of the &

.. township were first awakened by the stroke
of a settler’s axe. In 1832, wwo brothers,

bridgoless stream, but Love,—as ever, ©

bailing from Dumfries-shire, Scotland, he
accompanied by their respective families, set  *
their faces towards Canada and at last landed i
at Montreal during the time of a cholera
cepidemic. There they were detained for two
weeks waiting for a Durham boat to carry
them westward to what was then known as -
“Canada West”. Unable to obtain lodgings
elsewhere. they were compelled to camp in
tents an the commons and to supply them-

‘water which they purchased at the price of
ten cents a pail. At last the eagerly awaited
Durham boat arrived and immediately they
struck camp and took passage for the West.
“Those freight-carrying Durham boats seem -
to have been constructed with flat bottoms
and to have been otherwise specially adapted
for use in shallow water, their usual motive
power being poles operated by the hands and

- muscles of the boatmen. Besides the crew,
this particular boat, at least, is said to have
carried on board five yoke of oxen which
were kept in reserve for traction purposes in - |
propelling the boat against the current in the
rapids encountered in Western passages. In
this way they were carried to Kingston,
whence they proceeded to Toronto, then
‘known by the less euphonious name of York, |
From York they went to Niagara by boat and
thence, by wagon to Chippawa, where they
secured passage on a schooner from which
they were landed at Port Stanley. In search
of a desirable situation or locality in which
to settle, they made a visit to St. Thomas,
but failing to find a suitable location, they
returned to Port Stanley. There they found
awaiting them an invitation from Colonel
Talbot to visit him at his residence. At the
meeting thence resulting Col. Talbot advised
them to visit the Township of Tilbury East,
givine them permission to look through the

to_select for.
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age. a 100-acre lot. The brother

 however, been meantime offered
as foreman in a saw-mill at
1 (then known as “The Forks”) which
as advisable that he should
R dwfere sesclvod thet
Thomas and his family, consisting of Robert
David and Eliza, together with

shert’s sons Edward and Robert thould
oceed to Tilbury as instructed by Coland]
L ONE HUNDRED § THREE.........c:

Fd

. therefore. took passage in a little sloo '
: fi

- e lhoymindueﬁmelaﬁdedu?c:d?
. m l'wllﬂel they found their way
~ (probably along the blazed trail of the
| ._m Road Survey) .twelve miles into the

!H. lnéi: at lot number ten, at which is
! _m‘h dpnunt St:fwut P.O. Miss
i .-only. woman of the party, when

‘rm Cedar Springs, parted with woman ;
lg;alhl. nevermore for the space of cighteen
: L:_mmb-lﬂnhuofcmemberoflm

The lots were “all before them which to
e , and they finally selected south half
?_:, number 10 M.R.N. as the site of their
;_xl‘lm residence. Through it meanders the
M of what became thenceforth knewn
QRS The Ten, o Sumichs Croek: Their nearest
g,“ MM le neighbour being then on the Talbot
y about six miles -distant; -they were
5 ;pldely thrown upon their own resources.
2N .él time of their settlement. was the month
e e :h:‘;lﬂ and the creek was dry—so dry that,
1 ignorance of its habits, they had be-
A i':‘ to build their shanty in its flats, which,
spring and other flood times were com-
:::h overflowed. Fortunately, a visitor
sy Lake settlement had given warning
-u r mistake and the structure was moved
e Ill.::gtl::tﬂbgroum!. For the present, however,
> *& e le was not the over abundance but
3 ,1-; -hd amine scarcity of water. None was to be
g short of the Lake, distant as already
r‘lbd. about six miles. It was therefore
.. necessary to ;Ieuil two of their strongest
~young men for the purpose of bearing
through the woods in pails, sometimes '
ks w from a pole resting on the
e 2 ders of the bearers, the precious liquid. 1
B woror the f ipplics_of J

On \ 5
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.| procession in which they were, themselves,

| Martin and his wife with their family, then

_ the same fashion. Indeed it is
.+ that supplies-of flour were, fmﬁyg;' e
wards carried all the way from Amherstburg 4
| in fifty pound sacks on the shoulders of new-
i, comers, as they successively -arrived. Soom,
" however, the Smith families would have 391
ahost ok ikl own. pecdeicn sid-thew, AR |
not before, Mr. Smith’s cldest son Robert |
' constructed a hand gristmill or machine,
- said to have been his own invention by which
the household grists and those of neighbours -
~ were for some time ground. This feehle
 device, with ity deer-skin boll, punctured and
(- fitted for service by the use of a red-hot wire 3
. was soon superseded by ox-driven mill
', which, in turn gave place to steam driven
! machinery equal to the ordinary standard of |
 its day. ]
_ The Smiths were not long left in their con- N
~ dition of loneliness and solitude, although |
' ntowhowerelheirﬁrstsumoninlbei 1]

4
3
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" the leaders, there is some uncertainty. Tuis |
! certain, however, that among, if not the furst,
| to become their neighbours were Matthew

" consisting only of girls. Immediately fol-
b lowing Mr. Martin, came’ Alexander Steven-
' son and his wife with their family consisting |
E. of both boys and girls. Mr. Martin settled
- on south half lot number four, concession
* pine and Mr. Stevenson on north hall lot

| pumber four, concession ten, just across the \

- Road allowance. Mr. Martin had had
. experience as grieve of farm manager on &
_large farm or eslale in the south of Scotland
. and immediately set to work to clear a field,
_on which he succeeded in sowing fall wheat
From the time that the

" the same Yyear.
ped, he never

. produce of that sowing was rea
" left his home in search of work, purchased _
. a pound of flour, of other than for ‘change
" of seed, bought a bushel of wheat. That was 4
perhaps, an achievement unparallelled in the |
. community. In all his work he was neat, |
" forceful and successful, becoming eventually °
one of the wealthiest farmers in the County. 1
Mr. Stevenson, who also came from the ‘
south of Scotland,” had, in’ his native’ land,

peen a blacksmith. In disposition, he was

_.kind and generous—ever ready to help 3 |
t the forge or on

neighbour by gervice a
farm, while in gickness (no doctor being
available) he would give wisest lay prescrip-
. tion for man or beast and would, in case of
accident, with tenderness and wonderful
. gkill, set a bone or dress a wound. He was,
. however, less forceful and industrious than

_ was his neighbour across the road and




' "'_;_"l Seossisry 10 l L
als to the United States to
of supplying the needs of his

B L
er the advent of the Stevensons the

the arrival from the north of
od of Charles Campbell and his family,
wnsisting of his wife and six boys and three
s Mr. Campbell settled on north half
! 1ot pine MRN. Four, at least, of his six
 sons became, each the owner of half a lot of
100 ascres, but James, alone, settled
P in the Township. His location
' was north half lot number four in the ninth

| 4 AL ONE HUNDRED'E FOUR-. < v e
1 geen fit 1o settle, down - permanently in his
 native. Township.
' 1, From that-time on, the different settlements
", were year by year reinforced by fresh arrivals
1o each of whom was-givén hospitable ‘and -
| enthusiastic weleome without ‘question as to
:'g‘:'-m. clan or cteed. Without an hour’s
| unnecessary delay, -2 raising bee would be
;! called and in the morning of the first avaii-
\ ' able day, would assemble on the designited
* L lot, every sble-bodied man, axe in hand, to
" clear a site for; and out of the standing
timber in the surroiinding: woods, before the
setting of the -sun, to -construct for the
‘sccommodation’ of their new neighbours s
w primitive shanty. Such structures, rough nd
yode as they were, afforded shelter and 2
\ of comfort commensurate, at least,
with the modest expectation of their prospec-

et B

. tive occupants whio had come determined to
endure what' might be necessary to
e for themselves and families a home
i that they might yet be able to call their own.
as was the obstruction which the
of a structure so rude could possibly
in the - way of Hymen's activities, a still
: ay was afforded him in the case
# young couple, one of whom belonged 30

' the Campbell family who are said to bave
~commenced house-keeping and to have made
1 their home for a year in the hollow interior
. & of & monster buttonwood, or sycamore treo
+ | | "whose open door and capacious interior, 29
I #tlay prone on their farm on north half lot
. & nomber six (or seven) M.R.N. on rent free
' terms involving no increase in the assessnicnt
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G .'Ihld'lhireuate.
| In 1833 arrived in the Township John

a—

on the Smith’s Creek was .

| | concmion, His cqreer was honourable and

“ the imposing name of Tullochmecharrick to | -
make for himself, his wife and four stalwart |
- sons and two daughters who a &
lim & home in the wild woods of Canada |
'w“‘- Landing first at Ancaster in the
+ County of Wentworth, Mr. Coutts took a year
2 10 look around for a suitable location and,
- at last, attracted by the wide range of treeless
- pasture lands on the margin of the Thames,
" then less flooded than they subsequently be- ]
-.came, he settled cn the north half lot number | '
mine in’ the fifth concession. That Tlot, | .
i ;ldjnlemt to the Wilson Creck, wooded on a
* level sufficiently high for drainage pur
was in the immediate vicinity of lhepmpx
¢ . pastorage and, in contrast with"the land
dearth and deamecss prevailing in Scotland
which had made him hopeless of being able
to provide there at any possible rental, farms
. *-for his boys, here, all around stretched
thousands of acres of fertile lands eagerly
inviting occupation by the stout heart and the
willing hand. -

Tt is.intercsting to note that Mrs. Coutts
was a cousin of Mary Robertson, the poet
Byron's boyhood love.

Three years later, John Fletcher, who, in |
early boyhood, had through accident or other
cause, lost entirely the use of one of his 4
lower limbs, had been educated [or a achool
teacher. In that capacity he had found for :
gome years employment in the Parish of

. Glengairn, near what had been his boyhood
home. . Jufluenced by the example of his
friends, the Coutts family, he resolved to
follow them to Canada and accordingly, in |
1836, with his young wife, set sail for
Quebec, and found his way to Port Stanley.
There he obtained employment in his chosen

. profession for one year, receiving at the end
, of the period of his engagement, 23 compen-

- sation for his services a yoke of oxen,

. partially trained, and a horse. With these

| and a rude cart to which the oxen were

" hitched and behind which the horse was led, {.

- he made his way through woods and partial *

. _clearances to Chatham, then an insignificant !

. village or hailet. “Two or three mile down

. ‘the river Thames, in the Township of Dover,

" he was fortunate enough to obtain employ-
ment as school teacher. In 1840, he

_purchased from Robert Smith (who, later, |

- became a successful farmer in the Township

" of Harwich) the south’ half of lot number %

". two, concession 8, Tilbury East, agreeing to

wpay therefore $50.00 in cash and to deliver

. to the vendor, a year later, eight three-year-

_old steers and one heifer. On the property,

‘of which ten acres had been clearéd of

.timber, was a’log house and barn. There,
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 industry, a considerable portion of his farm
?ﬁw fit for cultivation and meantime

) " s stock of cattle, hogs and horses began to
| assume considerable proportions.  For
.| seventeen years prior to his death (1856-
- 1873) he held the position of Township
- Clerk, coupled for several years with that of
er 28 well. By the fime of his death
acquired and, with the exceptions of
port theretofore deeded over to some
_members of his family, still owned about 800
~acres of land.

- Meantime, the advent of fresh settlers was

. being maintained with increasing rapidity.

. On the Middle Road, in the vicinity of the
’mmmlﬁutbeanivnlofﬂm
# Smiths, originated a prosperous settlement
~ of which one of the first members was John

~ Wilson, a native of the north of Ireland who

. was destined to take an active part in the
initiation, locally, of Municipal government.

; “In a section of the south easterly part of
the township which is drained by the Hickey
Creck a settlement was commenced in com:
paratively early times. The settlers were |
| N}’ all of English descent. From one of
| these, named Badder, the settlement early
derived and still bears the name of Badder- -
& | town. Being for the most part adherents of
R | ’ﬂl Methodist Church, the settlers were at an
. early period in the history of the township
- able to erect for themselves a place of °
. worship, which, to their credit, has been ever

3
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The cenfre of the
largely by peop
«onsiderable mixture
f north of Irelan .
; Mﬁﬁfwmﬁmmmw

- In 1846, through the instru :
of Rcv Mr. Snthcrlandgl:;f Eckfrid, :Imcongm-uuq. K
@ation was organized, and in a short time
thereafter a log church was erected for their
accommodation on south east part lot number
#ixteen, M.R.N. That structure was replaced
in 1862 by a substantial frame building on
the same site, which fittingly served its
purpose until superseded, in 1904, by the
present handsome structure, .

The south west part of the township was, |
at first, settled by a mixed population, of :

- whom were a large proportion of people of

- Irish descent. Those adhering to the Roman
Catholic faith had access to a place of
worship on the Middle Road in the Township
of Tilbury West, but no Protestant Church
was, for some years, established. Help came,
however, about, or possibly a year or two
after 1860, by the arrival of the Rev. Wm.
Burgess who came as a missionary of the .
English Congregational Church. Mr. Burgess |
was a zealous and effective Minister and the |
beneficent effects of his labours soon became, |
and still are manifest in the locality. '
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DISCOURAGEMENTS.

In spite of the industry of the early settlers
and the gradual improvements thence result
ing, conditions continued to be extremely
trying and consequently many became dis-
gouraged and some left the country in disgust.
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Indeed many that remained readily confessed |

that they remained only because of inability |
10 leave. Ona settler on a lot on the Middle |
Road near Merlin is said to have sold out

-this farm, with all improvements, {or a pair | | :

of boots. In these he was able to get out |
with dry feet and utterly vanished from the
scene of his tribulation. Another name-for-
gotten man who settled on north half lot
number thirteen, M.R.S., is said to have sold
out his property for a barrel of whiskey and
preferring apparently, a small sample of
goods that” were wet to a hundred acres of
l1and in the same condition, passed, otherwise
, from sight and memory.

DAWN: 1

Over the scene of discouragement, however,
in a few years began to show on the horizon

the first streaks of dawn. The tree stumps3°



:{".._s to have set in. During that
i Lﬁ. urly ldtlcu. finding from their
| ficlds produce sufficient for the
of their frugal needs, ceased to exert
ems as formerly, for the extension of
e The result was that, for a
hﬂymmh&euﬁlem
: farms took place. Nature, however,
h hmwaydmmdh\ghnrbﬂdrm
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3 8 | settlement. Some time in_the fifties
il 48 ‘ﬁlmry appeared the wheat midge or
2 B and the wheat crop was by its ravages
'g; 7 ) reduced from year to year that at last

it H wheat was not produced within the
Lﬁl 'r_ . to supply its own necessities. In -
i m year in which the present writer, as
*i young man arrived with his father and

3 M’; our supply of flour was purchased at |

t  the rate of ten dollars a barrel. Not much
é - of it was used by our household, a cheaper
~ | substitute being found in corn meal which, as
| mush and johnny cake, became our staple
| diet in common with most of our neighbors.

=l ]

.| (About, or perhaps a little before the
| time of the arrival of the midge pest, several
ﬁl, 2 m fm the nelghbor'hood of ?u‘lnmre-\l

8o Amongst these were the Richardson,
g Laing and Ainslie families. Per-
:27 y —h the most enterprising amongst these was
| _John Richardson, who came with his own
AN | fmily ‘and also accompanied by his own

L \

ﬁwii ~parents and the other members of his

t father’s family. Mr. Richardson purchased J
| from Messrs. John and Daniel Kerr the south

“half ot number fifteen, MRN., a lot well
| wooded with elm timber which, though then
* | of mo merchantable value, was the king of

>‘-__‘L proaucers,

" hmrecthghmdwumn felt by the

W e

W"thnmm‘wodsanmowl' |
were resounding anew the stroke of the wood-
man's axe, which soon produced a large |

hereueoflhemafddmlcd land.

In 1866 the hopes of the community were |

revived by reports that began 1o be circulated
that a variety of wheat had been produced or

discovered that was proof against the ravages
of the midge. That same fall, a number of
the Tilbury farmers had been supplied with
the secd-wheat of the new variety, and in the |
fall of the next succeeding vear wheat was

sold at seventy five cents per bushel Since
that time there seems to have been o roturn
of that particular midse and the ficlds
extended in area, as they were by the
rlearanes made for potash production, be-

came available for more extensive sowing

and more abundant harvests,
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT. "

Prior to the year 1850, when came into
force an Act of the Province of Canada for
the erection of Municipal * Corporations,
el cetera, the Province of Canada was, for
Municipal purposes, divided into several
large districts, as the divisions were called.
each comprising more than one County. One

of these, known as the Western District .

comprised the Counties of Kent, Essex and
Lambton. The Council for each District was
composed of Commissioners or councillors
elected annually by the legally qualified
electors resident within the district, each
Township being entitled to return annually
one such representative and no more. The
Western District held their meetings in the
Town of Sandwich, to reach which, over the
roads or trails then existing must have been,
indeed, for the more distant members, a most
serious undertaking,

Prior to the first Township meeting held in
Tilbury East ( which was held in January
1836) it would appear that statutory pro-

. wision had been made, not only for the

election of District Councillors, but also for
the election in each Township of certain
officers for the management of purely local
affairs. Such meetings were held on the first
Monday of January in each year under the
Statute, provision being made for holding
interim or extra meetings under magisterial
warrant. All appointments seem to have

been formally made (after being moved and

LOmmen n w’“h_b_y
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riously. In 1842, for instance, Peter
5, already named, was duly elected as
ntative in the District Council. For
ason not disclosed, he had been found
e for the ofice and therefore, by
f a warrant under the hand of J. W.
, Esq. JP., a special meeting of the
stors convened on the 27th day of January
he same year for the election of a fit and
1 proper person to take his place. The Candi-
. dates at this meeting were Mr. Francis

del the ‘river and Mr. Duncan

: day, the majority of the
: : in favour of Mr. Trudell.
 the request of Mesers. James Smith, John -
illan and Thos. Smith, the poll was ‘con-
ued next day, at the close of which Mr.

s, Thos. Smith, W. F. Robertson and -
. James Smith demanded and obtained an
‘extension of the poll for next followinz day.
- At the close of that day, Mr. McDonald was
| declared duly elected.
b Mr. McDonald, however, did not take his |
| seat at the Council, though no explanation of
| his failure so to do is recorded. From the
. & record it appears that a third meeting was
- | beld on the 18th day of April of the same
| year. in pursuance of a warrant under the
E.;.'a . band of John Dolsen, Esquire, Warden of the
| District “For the purpose of choosing and
- | mominating one fit and prover person to serve -
- I a8 a Councillor on the Municipality of the
3 Western District”. The Candidates were H. _
| W. McNeil, nominated hy Mr. Robert Syers,
7. ::1 Mr. James Smith and Mr. Reuben Hall; and
" | Mr. Francis Trodell, on motion of Mr. Wm.
- | Houton, seconded by Mr. John Wilson and
| Mr. Alex. McGresor. The result was the
- | election of Mr. McNeil bp a majority of
 seven votes. .
Jdn 1839 no Town Meeting was held. as |
, A‘m from the following recorded minute:
| “Account of the Township of East Tilbury

Pt s |

n 1841 a like failure of the Town Mesting
- had occurrd as shown bv the following
; mhmundudwbmdoflohawb.'l‘m-

“Tilbury East, 9tk Januarv, 1841,
“There has been no Town Meeting held in
* this  Township this year- owing ‘to the
* Magistrates not issuing a warrant for the.
. Ppurpose, and, of course, the officers of the
preceding vear have to continue.”™ {

On Monday the Tth day of January, 1850,
was held the first meetine wnder The
Municipal Act, Twelfth Victoria, Chanter 81,
under which, for the first time, the business
of the meeting was restricted to the election |
- of five Councillors for service in the i
Township as a Local Municipality. The |
. Councillors so elected were John Smith, John
Coutts, John Wilson, Francis Wharram and
- John Fletcher for whom were polled,
respectively, 81, 76, 72. 70 and 59 votes,

This Council, at their first meetine on
Monday, 21st Januarv. 1850, hy »nanimons |
vote, appointed as their president. Mr. Tohn i
. Wilson, under the old Saxon Title of Reeve. |
- as by law provided. The only ather recorded ;
- transaction being a resolution descrintive of |
the shape, size and device chosen for their |
corporate seal which is thus described:— |
. "One and a half inches long by one and a -
" quarter inches wide, of an ellintical shane, |
_ the devise to be an acorn in lhq,centre.'i
! entwined by the rose, thistle and shamrack: |
~ on the upper side the word “Munirinality”, |
on the lower, “Tilbury East”; At the next |
. Seasion, held on the 11th of Fehrnary of the |
same year, the seal was prodvced by the |
Reeve for inspection and approved. That |
*session must have been an arduous one. It !
was continued by adjournment, from day to |
* day, for four successive days durine which, |
¢ along with other business, six by-laws were
. passed, providing for the appointment of
* ofbcers and other purposes. Some time
during the fourth day, Mr. Smith was, by
resolution, allowed to withdraw, for amend- *
ment, a bylaw by him introduced and |
fmmediately follows on the record a resoln- |
tion passed for adjournment until ten o'clock
PM. when (as ihe record shows) Council |

{ resumed and passed as number six, Mr. i

e

P .
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Smith's by-law.

At this meeting were appointed under .

oJor the year 1830—Owing to the diltur_b_gc&l
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k; Robert Sloan, $74
, Collector; Anmrue Gramt.
o )

irst day of Januvary. 1853, the
of Romney, which up to the end
xt previous year had continned to

anited municipally with Tilbury East,
1 the full status of an independent

- many years no professional land.
yor was employed. Probably none such
vail So long as the original
akes remained, little difficulty in

ertaining the true boundaries of lots and
highway ‘would be experienced, but as these
egan to yield to the tooth of time, it became °
beolutely that some one capable
lines should be emploved
dally. Fo was found at hand, a
n for the ‘purpose, both reliable and cap-
, in the person of Robert Smith, who was
dally appointed to the position of Town-
 Surveyor, his fee for services being fixed
at ten shillings (presumably York) per diem.
iquipped with a primitive compass (now in
he possession of the present writer) he did
 his work, running lines for the municipality,
" and for individuals as well, to the entire
watisfaction of all concerned.

I:“;‘J'L |

dﬁomﬂmo{'ﬁlbun

artificial drainage was indispensable.
it not only was road construction

impossible, but no crops could be raised.

found it possible. individually, to effect the
Il‘liluge of their small clearances, but if the
- rest of the Township was to become fit for
~ settlement, drainare wou'd, necessarily have
“to be accomplished by the united efforts of
“all the community. The imperative of
necessity for such co-operation, therefore,
| soon laid its hiand upon the growing settle-
. ments and the compulsory powers, first of
. the annual Town Meeting and subsequen-tiy
- of" the Municipal Council, by Legislative

" | authority conferred, were eagerly hailed snd
| enforced for impressing upon every settler 1
; mance of Statute Labour and the

- the perfor

application of * every spare dollar of

construction.  Fortunately dnﬁ.%,“
- voad construction were usuaily available as

'j .

and to this fact is largely due the eagerness,
es shown by the records from 1836 to recent
times, with which applications had been.
mdeto'l‘mmeetingnad&md] for leave
, toemnmcfor!tﬂuuhbmliabilityfwl-‘,
number of years for the immediate con-.
Struction of road ditches, ostensibly for road
construction or improvements solely, but in.
. reality to obtain drainage for their own lands.
. From the time of the earliest scttlement, it !
seems to have been well understood that ™
under the provisions of Common, if not
Municipal Law, the occupier of lands on,a
higher level wasrestrained from construeting
drainage works-which should’ have the effect-
of “causing injury to lands on-a level lower.
than. thiat+ of" kis own, but: for. years there
scems to have been no realization of- :
- responsibility, legal or otherwise, for damages

R SRS
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 outlets for the drainage of the adjacent lands, |
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arising to lower lands through flooding of the. |
natural creeks through the artificial drainage. |

e e b

of lands on a higher level. In the courze of ]i o

time, however, as drainage improvements.
went on and as the artificially drained nm~l
increased, it eventually became evident that- |
the creeks themselves were becoming inade-. !
quate to bear their increased burden without |
encroaching more and more upon the lands
immediately adjoining that had, in a state of " |
Nature, been free from inundation and that {
something should be done for the relief of
the lands so injured. This eonviction found |
first expression practically in connection with- |
the McDougall Creek which about 1868 was |
deepened and enlarged under the provisions !
of The Municipal Act on the petition of the |
owners of lands to be thereby benefitted or.
which sould use said creek as an outlet. 4
'}~ Soon, after, followed the deepening and'z'-;
enlarging of the Smith’s and Wilson Creeks, {
under the provisions of The Ontatio Drainage |
Act, and under Government supervision,. on |
. the petition of the Council without reference
!
i

g

to the land-owners immediately interested. :
In 1873 was passed s by-law, under which
was afterwards deepencd and enlarged the

Burgess Creek, and in 1874 was passed a by- | -

law under which was similarly enlarged the .
Hickey Creek. !

Soon followed the construction of the King f
and Whittle Drain which was the last of the
more important works for drainage by |

gravitation. There followed, however, from—J
ar to year drains_of less magni-_,



~gome of them as relatives,
' them as friends, on the upper
ie Don and the Dee in Aberdeen-
and, of which he was a native.
he had become possessor of
res of land within the southerly
! the marshy Plains a chort
from his original farm the southerly
th he had hoped to be able to
‘and from the rest of it to find rough
for his cattle, if not to cut from
, hay for them as an additional, or
y ration in time of need. To his
he found that mo part was
ly dry in spring for cultivation and
was to he of any use, it would be
ry to enclose a-section of it for
tion from the surrounding waters and
o install a pumping outfit for discharging
im the enclosure such waters as might

“and carried out his scheme, which
, in some degree successful - His

- tapidity with which the drainage waters of

m Accordingly he set tor

baak, Ywever, being M ol lw
the surface. eaty mould, proved too light
mke suflicient compression of the s
soil 1o prevent leakage, and it 1
apparent that to be suecessful, the redewption
of such lands would require to be undertaken |
on » mere ovtensive scale. In the course of -
his investigation of the surrounding plains,
he satisfied himself that the high water in
the spring, which had been his chief olmnq!o. 1
was caused, in part at least, by the increazed

mostly the whole of the Township of TRaleizh
and Tilbury East were beinn discharged into
the Plains area ﬂu-ough the operation of
artificial drainage works, Believing also that
the reclamation of the whole area of the
Plains lying south of Jeannette’s Creek could
be accomplished by the co-operation and tn
the mutual advantage of both the interested
land-owners and the Municipality, he made
repeated appeals to the Council, but without
effect, Y

At last, on July 10th, 1884, he presented to
them a petition signed by a majority of the
interested land-owners, praying for the
drainage, by banking and pumping. of certain
Plains Lands lying south of Jeannette’s
Creck, containing 5,000 acres. .

The Council of that year consisted of Col.
Martin, Reeve; John A. McGregor, Deputy-
reeve; and W. C. Fletcher, Henry Sales and
Henry Wilson, Councillors. Deputy-reeve
McGregor and Councillors Fletcher and Sales
were disposed to regard the petition favor-
ably, but the Reeve and Councillor Wilson
were both opposed to its reception.

As a preliminary precaution, it was
resolved that the whole matter, especizlly as
to the Council’s responsibility for protection
of the lands in questioh azainst increpss
(over what had existed in a state of nature)
of the depth or area of submergence ihiereof.
as a conseqquence of the econstruction of
artificial drains under the control of the
Municipality, should be suhmitted to Alr.
Pegley, their Solicitor, [or his opinien and
advice.

Subsequently, the Reeve adivitied the re-
ceipt of Mr. Pegley’s advice, bhut, for vwhat

he deemed prudential reasons, declin.d to |
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allowed to rest,
 year (1885) the member-
I was unchanged, excep!
enry Sales, who was retired
: bg Hury Powell, who, like-
orable to the petition.
nd day of March 1885, a fresh
ng Been presented to the Council,
ine McDonell, C.E. was instrocted
“of the territory deseribed
on and to make report, with plans
of and assessment for
ﬂ mechanical means as he
em necessary for the carrying out of
sr of the petitioners. Having been
nake his survey on the ice before
the same month, Mr. McDonald's
s in the hands of the Council ready

but was, at that meeting, laid over
next meeting on the fifth day of the
ing May, when the Clerk was instrucied
are a by-law for its adoption. On
h that by-law was provisionally
d, and on August 12th, it was finally

th within and without the Council,
r the measure was met with most
muition, and was finally quashed
eal to the Courts on a technicality, the
[ hn' a clerical error, the cosis,
ting to $4,000.00, being paid by the

~ Mr. Forbes then became to be regarded,
a fﬂ' a time so remained, the most
sopular man in the Township. He was
ol . the man, however, to be put down
anently by one defeat.
h January 24th, 1887, a fresh petition,
in terms similar to those contained in the
o was presented to the Council which,
1t year, was compased of John A. Me-
gor, Reeve; W. C. Fletcher, Deputy-Reeve

11, Councillors.

-~

~‘ been, the matter,

banuiviai b il 1 L

ng on the tenth of April next ™7

‘David Simpson, Geo. Hope, and Henry

By the Council that petition was again
referred to the same Engineer, who, on March

. W his report, which, in some
jistaile yavied slighuly from bis former repo7. 4

) —

; r }

- consisted of':
(1) A hcavy embankment along the |

hgrlm N
ly 20th of the same year the contract
for the construction :ofm'*--.',,
The Chatham Dredging and Contracting Co.

'“'h-mofm,somn” 25
engineer in that behalf, :
The works contemplated by the bylav

boundmoflhe&nmageamu!’uum 4
necessary for protection from the inflow of
. i

GAL ONE HUNDRED & TEN.wounrms s

exterior waters. This  embankment was
formed of materials excavated by a dredge
in the construction of a large drain,
contiguous to but outside the embankment,
and in all, probably, about eight milu in

(2) An internal drain, also conslrucled
by a dredge, for receiving and conducting to
the pumping station the drainage waters of
the whole drainage area,

(3) A pumping station at the lower or
westerly end of the internal drain, in which
was a steam operated “flash”™ wheel revolving
in a narrow channel by which the waters |
were lifted five or six feet above the bottom
level of the internal drain and discharged
into the adjoining outlet of the Wilson Creek.

The decbentures issued for econstruction
were sold at a premium, and the work was
let and completed at a cost considerably
under that as estimated by the enginecr, and -
the surplus thus arising was used towards the )
redemption of the debentures, covering, at |
least the amount of the debenture and the
interest coupbns first falling due. :

To most of the assessed owners, especially |
euch of them as were possessed of no |
reserve financial resources, this provided
a welcome and substantial relief. Their
position was nevertheless precarious. The
land, after the first laborious ploughing, bad
to lie fallow for a year, and in the following

length. ;: i
1

{

spring had to be subjected to furthicr toilsome
. preparation before becoming fit to receive the -
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gmented “M'ﬂm}l,"s.
burden which the less

were unable to bear.
years of heroic, though
navailing effort, 2 number of
constrained to apply to the
or an extension of lhe period

B v

s s i el

the Ontario Legislative Aszeombly
| Act to empower the Council to *
Dby-law g0 as to add twenty years ‘
e ti limited for the payment
of their indcbtedness still oul-
~ The prayer of this petition was
end @ special Act paszed accordingly.
mlllori\)' of that Act, an amending
- was passed, under the provisions of
the time limited for the payment of
wainde of the indebtedness represented
Achentures  still outstanding, Was
| twenty Yrars and the amounts
yearly against each lot and part of
.azable therefor, proportionately e
rm‘i._‘oﬂ'being made for the redemp-
of the original debentures still out-
ling, ss they geverally fell due by means
of ihe reduced yearly levies, supplemented
the issue of a debenture in each year 10
. ; currency period of the original
iTes, equivalent 1o the amount of the
reduction in each year, of the said levies
ectively.
e the majority of the imter
the relief accorded under the
2 of (he gpecial Act and the amending
law was accepted with gratitude, while
h of them as preferred lo meet their
cssments in terms of the original by-law
ﬁnly gave notice o that effect, became
" Jegally cntitled to exemption from the
; operation of the special Act and the amending
. bylaw thereby authorized.
~In actual operation, the flash wheel with
its connected machinery Wwas found most
ective for the discharge of the waters from
the drain, but dificulty was
"*‘P"‘k’l‘lced from the first, in persuading the
~ . waters to proceed along the drain at suffiicent
~ speed ecither to give prompt and eflicient
' drainage relief to the more distant lands of
_to_bring to_the pumping static

|

ested land-
P rovi-

n,_gxocpt in J

became apparent to all that an addition of 4°

&5 pumping) of 500 or 600 acres of plains or

e

‘allipt:ouldmwll’aillolmcm'nemet:»munie'.d :

pumps.  The cost
:v:;:tkedl;ythe issue of debentures yielding
in at four per cent. whi atiif
g3 e which were lold.at_. E

Ouut the drainage. tersitory, the desin) &
upon general funds of the township 1
caused by road and bridge construction
within the drainage area, caused some mut-
terings of discontent for a time but it soon - 3

ey

5.000 acres to the tillable area of the town- 30

T
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advanta i 'A
age as well as an important contribu-
tion to the salubrity ofthemrmmdingl;
country. g
Soon after the completion of The Forbes | -
Works, a like drainage scheme, known as B
“The Dauphin Drainage Works”, was set
_afoot for the reclamation of about 2,500 -
acresofmrshlmdsonthenonbnideof ‘
Jeannette's Creek, along the southerly bank 3
of the river Thames and a little later was 4
launched “The McGregor Drainage Scheme” |
for the drainaze (also by embanking and {
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These three schemes, therefore, together } ;
embraced about 8,000 acres of land which | %
were, previous 10 being thercby rec
valueless for any purpose except the raising
of musk rats and bull-frogs.
To the late John A. McGregor. the, late
Wm. C. Fletcher, the late Henry Sales, the

Jate Geo. Hope, the late Henry Powell and
Alexander GraceY the last named of whom
alone survives, belonzs the hief credit for
service within the council in jnaugurating an

forwarding the interests of The Forbes
Drainage Scheme, in the face of much oppo-
sition and abuse. Outside the council - how-

ever, they had the valuable support of = large
without whose

number of influential men
support and influence the scheme could not
od through.

have been earri
ration of all
Pt e

‘  In_view of the suceeg_sﬁl_‘_m

\
}

R

4
‘l
j.



1 its continued operation (to w i
il, as trustee would be committed
by-law) would expose the Munici-
‘risk of liability in damages arising
e negligence on the part of the

pe—

images arising from future negligence on
the part of the Council was exceedingly
e. In any case they were prepared to
ot of such a possibility rather than risk
ility of an action at law to compel *
of low lying lands in and on
of the plains complained of, which-
in their opinion, effectually
. accomplished only by the construction of
~ works costing little, if any less than that (as
_estimated) of The Forbes Works.

n” the time of Confederation, the Town-
' ship had progressed sufficiently to be able to
e and maintain within its limits four
. Public Schools.  Since then, their number
g- been, at least, doubled, giving ample
‘opportunity to every child within the Town-
ilp for the attainment of such education as
the primary school is calculated to afford.

' From these Schools and the rude culture of
“bush and firm, have gone forth from the
:’T"'lllblp a number of men who have taken
a useful 4nd honorable place in the world,
though ndne of them, perhaps, have become
known to'fame. Of these may be mentioned
* the late Mr. Alex. Coutts, one of the earliest

-
T
»
1
A

_of West Kent in the Ontario Legislat

~ the late Mr. R. H. Waddel, an early settler,
one son; of the family of the late Mr. &

| settlers who had the honor to represent, in the
' interests of the Conservative party. the riding }

one
of the so-called learned professions, 4
" may be
ioned the following:—Of the family of

Andrew Wilson, one son and one grandson;
of the family of the late My, David
Ferguson, an early settler, one grandson; of =
the family of the late Mr. John Coutts, who, |
with his late father of the same name, was
moltheﬁmunlmblhe‘l‘mahip. four
sons, (besides grandsons enumerated under a
different surname) ; of the family of the late
Mr. John Fletcher, (Tp. Clerk), four grand. '
sons; of the family of the late Rev. Wm.
Burgess, one son and one grandson; of the
family of the late John Kerr, one son; of =
the family of the late John Laing, one son; i
of the family of James W. Smith (whose "i
father, David Smith, was a member of, and i
accompanied on their first arrival in tbei
Township, the first family to settle on the
Smith Creek), one son; of the family of the i
late. Charles Farquharson, two sons and four
grandsons; of the family of the late Mr. '
Harry Forbes, one son; and of the family of
John Fletcher, (nephew of John Fletcher
above named), one son; of the family of ;
|

P

Timothy Feenan, one son.
s&:"‘l" e

- GOLD HUNTERS. oL

Some time in the early sixties, ‘a number'
of the young men of the Township left for ’

|



f them were compelled to use all their
y to enable them to reach their
John Wilson, one of the earliest
‘already mentioned, is said to have
ed the intervening distance over the
ocky Monntains on foot. James Stewart,
naml above, with a number of others,
ong whom were Henry Richardson, John
‘James Fletcher, and probably William
y and others, went by boat from New
k to, and by the usual means of transport
the time available, crossed the Isthmus of
anar Mr. Stewart had the misfortune
Nose his purse in New York and had to use -
s wits to make his way. By some mesns,
he had been allowed to get employment as
hip's carpenter, on the boat on which his
more. fortunate fellows had taken passage,
*iqi he really possessed no knowledge of
%'mu or of the duties which he
had undertaken to discharge. Fortunately
for him, and possibly for others as well, no

e
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'."J'an for the exercise of skill above.

he possessed, and he landed with his

companions at the Isthmus with funds

: * gufficient to enable him to reach, with the
; i: others, his destination.

R T————T

’ll Politics the population was divided, with

_—iy=

o dﬁ. Archibald McKellar had been the
?,-_- Representative for the County of

but in the first election for the,
Mon Parliament in 1867, he wa»
. defeated by Mr. Rufus Stephenson, then

J

._-9

c:.c. Fditor of The Chatham Planet.

In one of Mr. McKellar’s previous political
~ campaigns he held a meeting in the old
- Town Hall of the Township of Tilbury East.

-__1 ~ Atthe time, the Rev. Wm. King was arranging
. for the establishment of a refuge in the

- Township of Raleigh for slaves escaping from
~ the United States. However sympathetic

| they may have been with the slaves as long

hey were in the United States, the people

.
b, » E -

- mdum of votes usually in favor of
_the Reform Candidate. For several yean,

\/dnahhbmdﬂlbwyﬁudﬂml&:h T
prdadedd £

idea of having them as near a
the opposition to the establishment of suck
@ refuge was being  met with violent

opposition in both Townships. Mr. Me

Kellar was known to be sympathetie with Mr. . 5
King's plans and to have been taking an -
active part in aiding their accomplishment.
Thinking that this question, if brought home
to Mz McKellar, might be the mesns of
making a split in the ranks of the local
Reformers, Mr. John Wilson who .was, in
politics, strongly Conservative, asked how the
education of the colored people was to be
carried on and ‘what Mr. McKellar would
think of having them attend the Public
Schools along with the white pupils. To this
Mr. McKellar replied that the question asked
was rather a dificult one, but it must be
remembered that the British constitution took
no notice of color and that it was probably
just as well that it did not. If notice were
taken of color, it would follow that notice
should be taken of grades of color all the way
from white to black and if that should be
done, he was afraid that neither Ms. Wilson
nor himsell would pass as of first grade.

For Mr." Wilson, Mr. McKellar end all
their generation, life's battles are pest snd
gone. Most of the questions thst then divided
politicians into hostile parties have ccased to
divide the community. But the question

kb i &
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atises, “Are we any better or sny wiser then
were our fathers?” Have we, with our added

experience, been able to free ourselves from
the prejudices which we have inherited oz
sequired, or have we become betler sble
than were they to regard matters of public
concern without regard to our own pesrsonal
interests-and to record our vote in sccordence
‘with our own convictions of rzight and duty
without fear, favor or affection of, for or by
any person or persons whomscever. If, in
this direction, we have, individually and 25 a
people, made progress, thero is hope for the
future. If we have failed so to advance, we
have morally and politically lived in vain.
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W. D. COLBY
EER AND ROAD SUPT.

_ . trees and in many localities
jith impassable swamps. Locations for -
ement were chosen for the most part |
banks of rivers and streams or H
 Ridge in proxim 3 ;
nds were higher and besides being *
I afforded the pioneer a route |
i he could travel. - 1
sment slowly increased along the
ames, roads soon were cut, the road- '
'h‘l’? the sparse, couraZcous
e ors’ who had but few tools and almost *
table barriers to overcome and,
say, they followed the line of least
“which accounts for the many
~ windings in these’ roads today.
ent was also taking form along Pain
Court and Big Crecks in Chatham Township,
ails being made along these streams 10 &
 in the rear of Louisville where a cross-
foute was taken to the river road and
10 the settlement where Chatham now
but nothing save the most primitive
cart-tracks pierced the interior of the
ip until the Rebellion of 1837.
 The first organized attempt at road making
ras began in 1795 when the Government
Abraham Iredell to lay out a road

ion between the Chatham
Eau where Shrewsbury

townsite and Rond
n w stands. This was completed in 1797 and
ne time later cut out
s where Blenheim now stands and named
fill Road” or “Communication Road”,
er name of which it bears to-day. but
road was not established to Rond Eau
as late as 1814. The motive of this
work was 1o provide a place of gettlem nt for
the U. E. Loyalists, but which they did not
e of.
-:M 1816 and later, scttlement began on
the “ridge” along Leke Erie, the scttlers
¢ing given tl{ei_l_’_lptp;proyidgd they would

rantic

i1
4 T

and established as -

e riadway in front o

- Colonel Talbot being the

i a character wh never considersd
and whose lif was full of many

" as well as amusing cpisodes, and whi ‘
' bears his name lmdal;. AR

of the County was far in the rear of g
?Iherlmﬁommlomhmm.mrdhfﬁg
: ?:-::w? ?g,“hﬁ: went on till sometime -
I rior to when the road was gravelled
. from Chatham to Blenheim axmoisa_ thet 7}
feature was not apparent to some of its b
* travellers who narrowly escaped fonndering
h.iu bogs. Some dignity was imparted to., |
!hu highway by toll gates at frequent :l
intervals whose rates of toll smulcd-ihc"a
excellence which was not observable in the |
road. .
The Townline between Chatham and Dover

Townships was as an early traveller descr'bed .

it *“the worst tumpike in the world,” travel
being @ task bordering on the impossible q
when the soil is overcharged with moisture.
Stephen Kinney was the first to locate on ths

-
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Chatham side of the Townline in the Gth
Concession soon after the Rebellion of 1837,
where he opened a tavern and entertained |
those who were so unfortunate as to be forced :
by the pressure of circumstances to ravel by
"his place.

The first bridge spanning the River Thames
was a frame structure built in 1816 at the
foot of William Street, Chatham but was
Jater destroyed and rebuilt in 1338, During
that interval however a second bridze was
built at the Eberts farm just at the easterly
limits of Chatham. The first bridge to be’
built at 5th Street where the present one
stands was in the year 1818, it being subse-

quently swept away by the floods and later

rebuilt.
King Street, Chatham was little or no better
than a trail through a partially cleared wood
when Stephen Brock in 1830 as some claim,
or 1835 as circumstances seem 10 fix as a
more probable date, opened ' the first frame
store in Chatham on the site of the prescnt
Bank of Montreal corner, but it gradually
grew better as Chatham grew larger and by
1880 the street was entirely paved with
cobble stones and cedar blocks, these in turn
giving away to a brick pavement about the
dawn of the 20th Century which pavement
was treated to an asphalt surface in 1922
and to-day presents a very fine appearance
and smooth riding surface. .
In the year 1841 soon after the Union of
Upper and Lower Canada, the Municipal Act
' was passed which gave local self government
‘ 1o the Villages, Towns and Townships and
Counties of Upper Canada and it was from
that time on that road

A

development began -
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flat afforded but little
ainage. The worst of the bogs and
e paved with logs placed acrose the
» ‘many lotalities had to be
ends to keep them from floating
roads were called “eorduroy”
y living today still hold a vivid
of these necessary evila. Planks
as a means of getting over the
t parts of the county, and in
« stretches were in evidence.
Municipal Loan Fund Act was
liament which allowed munici-
money from the Govern:
rate of interest. Chatham
icipated in this Loan prior to
extent of nearly $10.000 which
expended in experimental road
?ﬂ river road for a distance of
miles East of Chatham. 1t received
eged” gravel dug from a sandy
it ‘besides other injurious attentions

mire the Statute of Labor for years
the effect.
~drainage now began to occupy
of the inhabitants and has heen
y pursued tp to the present time
ravit 1 and pumping schemes
result that' practically every farw
in the County is well drained or at
access to an outlet. This work was
| a doubt the first step in the direction
r roads and hichways.

it the year 1866 Statute of Labor came
effect in the Municipalities of Kent
uired land owners to do a certain
of days work out of the year on the
. roads, This Act has Dbeen revised
time to time but continued into effect
wery vecont times, the last municipalitics
hine it in Kent in the beeinning of the
925. While Statute of Labor as we
2 it to-day is a very cumbersome and
« way of improving our hizhways,

s it certainly did much to improve -.i

IR ey 3
- with it the forndation of our
Lg!ﬂ" hﬂ. ] =gy Ji
}L:I'. Durinz the Tast decade the antomohile and
e il e
_ to the fact that the
public wers eaxer 10 find a medium by which
~ they could shorten the time in travel and
- thereby pronazate their business with greater
disnatch. This led to the demand for roads |
ﬁ:tﬁab!e for all year traffic and at the same
tims submit a smooth riding surface, The :
Provincial Government in order 10 snlisf)'
! !':ﬂ demands passed legislation granting l :
4 1o the countics who were desirous of |
. improving roads and in which this county 4 £
. tonk advantage of in 1917, The Government
. and Commtv officials held a meeting and
decided which roads within the County should
be designated as County Roads with the
rosolt that some 310 miles of the main
travelled roads made up the Connty System.
th: Government paying 4004 of the cost of
eonstroetion  and maintenance on  County
Roads and 6% on County Provincial Roads
whith roads were heavier travelled than
County Roads and constituted about 17% of
the System. A road superintendent was
appointed by the County to supervise all |
work. 1"
In 1920, after consideration the previous
vear, the Government designated Provincial s
Highways across the Province and Kent fell
“heir” to two of these trunk lines, one fol-
lowing the Longwoods read along the north
bank of the Thames f{rom Bothwell to
Chatham, thenee across the river through the:
city and along the dth Concession Road’
through Raleigh and thence to Tilbury, and
the other following Talbot Strect along Lake:
Erie. By these Highways approximaicly 88
\ miles were eliminated from the County
System as the I'rovince assumed charze and’
the county to contribute 20% of the cost of
the work.
| : In 1925 the County Road Systems over the
1 entire province were reclassed but the roads
in Kent for the main part underwent little
change to that which was previously
designated, although the subsidy from the
government now being 5075 instead of 60%
and 40% as before and the status of County
i ’ Provineial Roads being- changed to Countv -
Roads.
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¥ ‘can be designated by the name.
r of this groggery was George
The other two who shared with
: woflnhgmnheim'lpiom
nis were Thomas Lynch, a tailor, and
¢ Halstead, a farmer and contractor. In
Halstead completed the con-
;mc«-numumn Road from
to the Rondeau, and thus gave
urveyed town plot transportation
Chstham on the one side and
’lhothu an important aid to
ure seitlement of the town.
¢ al first named Rondeau.
fore was established in 1845, by
er of the name of the Pass, these -
business but a few years when
vei into the hands of two other
' Hﬂﬁﬁdwhhtheuubwqmt
' ddhioalolhdrﬂore.eunb-
,ad.mdwerelbeﬁnlloerecl
ing in the town. A post office

l"'-l i

mu.omn,mmn.ﬁm
er. The post ofice was named
_ though the village itself had

" ounding district, an unsettled
G‘F-“ M until 1850,

d township in Orford township.

‘;«i‘ll Talbot road was unsettled,

situated in the midst of a
y timbered region. The land which

y Was being opened up for setile-

msequently there was a boom in
28 of the district. With increasing
"%, an increasing number of men were

4 f"hﬂlﬂr accommodation.  Timber,

1 in this store in 1849, and

yeen named Blenheim. This was
mid confusion as the name

im had already been applied to a post -.'.

time all that section of the town-
the village to the townline, on .
known as the “Ten Mile Bush.” "It

had been held in the hands of -

W and houses began to be .
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GEO. RISEBOROUGH
PRESENT-DAY CITIZENS OF THE TOWN OF BLENHEIM,

¢ is was in the days of the first T. R. Jackson, John McMichael, George ﬂ

" mow become of marketable
w.puidlylmeofthmol
s widely distributed in the
ion of the township of Harwich,
] walnut. Oak was exported as

stured into staves and walnut
mtuupm For the first
+ years of its history Blenheim
: memdowedmprogrm
y. It was one of the many
. .- then so thickly distributed
it the county, but one of the few,
survive and continue an  urban
er the supply of timber had been
hfmlbhponﬁon'urrounded
ent farming district, secured for -
- _" nlm of lgricultunl trade
till continues ta hold and increase,

Mallory and Lewis Kinne, councillors.

iy LBunettwnwe!lwoﬂhyg{'_]”hmr i ‘ '
of being elected the first reeve of the newly J - - J

incorporated village, as he was also, the first

Mayor when it became a town. His lifeisa |
splendid example of the success which under |

favorable circumstances, attends consecrated -
aim and effort. His father died when he was
a youth, leaving his mother with her four
children, of which Alfred was the oldest, -
_unprovided for. In consequence he was
compelled to forego further education, a
handicap which retarded the progress of all
his future enterprises. He engaged himself
while a boy to a lumber firm, where, under -
these necessitous circumstances, he léarned to

practise the saving virtues of. self-reliance

and industry. He steadily advanced his
position, until he became first the proprietor

“ it will be seen that

is one of the newer corporate
M This year, 1925,
| anniversary of ils
n into a village. For the
e years of its history it was
e municipality of Harwich,
_its municipal business and

Its incorporation as & village
on lhe first day of January,
l of its first Council
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arEp AT THE NORTH-WEST CORNER oF
" TALBOT STREET AND COMMUNICATION

at Blenheim, then a carriage
“ ist-mill and a store, |
"“. ding up the sum of his activities
hasing eight hundred acres of unim-
Heh he converted into a first-
During all these years he was a
\g spirit in the Municipal Government
e village and town, and was as zealous
successful in administering its affairs as
was looking after the interest of his own
te business. To him is rightly given the
it of being the most prominent figure in
1 t fifty years history of Blenheim -
"R Jackson was a native of the village.
s the eldest son of John Jackson, one
of the early pioneers of the county, who
8 settled in Romney in 1815, but moved 0
lenheim after it was set apart for a town-
»d became a pioneer of the ea!l.;“d
he village, owning both lots on €RCT b 4e 1873, and to others, who helped:
Tl:: xh:i:l?:’; ;:::‘::“h:;: in that busy era connected with the nmbetl
841, »
] f'la;ﬂb;h:.“md'“:;;mb';:ﬁ? the disappearance of the wood-lands, the !
im an
e ;fh.:i‘l:!ﬁ:l!:o :f bi:::“:"' f:::::n: come, & rural centre depending for trade and :
m. He creditably filled a nu
ensible public positions, served fou
. vears as Reeve of Blenheim, and

¥ ol T e s v

L

mber of
ed four
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KNIGHT'S SALEsROOM
AND THE TEMPLE THEATRE -
_ SITUATED AT THE SOUTH-WEST CORNER OF
TaLsor StrREET AND Communication Roap.

»
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John McMichael was also one of the early . =~
- settlers in the county. At first he lived in
~Toronto, but about 1848, removed to Blen- |
heim, and there he made his home, becoming |
a man of substance in the community, He &
. wujuaﬁoe\o{lhepuca,ambﬂofthe'_% v
county council, county warden and reeve of
- the township, and school director, acting iﬁﬂ'; ;
the latter capagity for forty years, while for ) A
many years he was caplain of the militia. |
His death occurred December 2, 1896, when™
_he was cighty-two years of age. ;
The other two members of - this * first
Council held similar creditable records in the
future history of the town, : g
~ The town is indebted, also, to Stoddard.l
whose activities are described in another %
chapter, to Morrish & Ash, whose factory was

»

days in the history ‘of the county. But with }
town seltled down to what it has since be- }

. commerce upon the growth and prosperity of |
the farming district surrounding it.’ i .

The town was a busy, industrial centre
during the lumber era, but‘ the passing away -;

R e |

was erden'oflbémunlyiu 1879. + 4 / [‘
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 aasusess mlﬂn——l '.'
nduirica connected with the manu-
wooden products left the town
an agricultural centre. Although
increased in population from
1565 according to the last
not been a commensurate
vanc jts commerical and industrial
iivities in that period. In 1864, the town
L inad  two steam saw-mills, one grist
11 two _gmenl stores, three groceries, four
lscksmith shops onc saddle and harness
don. three hotels, two turning faclories.
Today the town contains but two industries
3 grist mill and a canning factory, but the
- ber of commercial houses has increased. .
now contains two drug stores, one hard-
two general st five garages, two
cries, seven gr one shoe store, and
wversl other smaller shops. One of the
botels has been replaced by a business house,
ing only two, the Idle Hour Inn and the
adillac.
‘The town presents considerable attractions
a place of residence for retired farmers
id others. The houses are neatly built and
with pleasant gardens, brick
et predominating. It has ample
‘ on facilities. A provincial high-
ay, the Seuthern, which places the town on
tourist youte between Detroit, Toronto,
d other eastern placcs, passes directly
frough the town. The Ridge road, on which
is built, §s well gravelled and connects
pith Ridgetown. The highway to Chatham is
jived more than half its distance, a promise '
i further pavements in the near future on
il the leading highways of the district. All
ther highways are well kept up and supply
‘ routes of traffic to farmers seeking
do business in the town. In addition to
s highways, the town is served by two rail-
ays, the Pere Marquette, running east and
thest [rom Detroit to St. Thomas, and the
(Wallaceburg and Lake Erie line running
Samnia to Erieau. The Michigan
is bt five miles distant to Charing
088 to which there is regular connection
-; h‘s a peeuliar feature of being
iilt away from the conveniences of lake,
ier, or stream of any kind. Consequently ’jj
i water supply is by deep wells which are
Malre led for liousehold purposes by private
P l'ii& The fire department of the cor
joration thas its own system of wells and
sakes provision for emcrgencies by the
fiection of tanks located at different places
Bt sufficlently numerous to cover the re:
irements - of every locality. These are -
{¥¥%e kept full, in readiness to serve their ',
#irpocs for evcry emergency. The town is
jled, as are all the other towns of “the -
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. county, with hydro-electric, Chatham being
' the distributing centre. In addition, the
" ‘town is scrved by natural gas from the i} '
_ Tilbury oil fields, and from surrounding |

private wells. These also are developed and . B

controlled by private enterprise. | 0 I, B
-

A

&
*_ The intercsts of the town mkeplbeforo}
~ the pubic by a very readable and well con- ¥
‘duct>d weekly journal edited by \J. M.
Denholm who sueceeded his father, Andrew
Denholin, in its ownership. - This newspaper 1,"
wna established in 1878, by Samson & Ash
' wnder the title, the Rond Fau News, since |
chanved to the Blenheim News, and after Y
passinz through several ownerships was
prrchased by the late Mr. Denholm in 1880.
Tt enjoys a large circulation and has a wide
i influence because of its advocacy of high .
morals and the ability displayed in its locll‘ g
N
4
4
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Blenheim is well served by all the religious °
denominations. It has one Roman Catholie
church, one Baptist church, one Anglican,
two United churches, ons Latter Day Saints
chiirch and there has recently been formed 2 3
small conaregation of continuing Presby- )
; /lrriam. The first denomination to erect & | '
- “ church building was the Methodists in 1856, |

Tt was called a Union church where both 3
- [Methodists and Presbyterians preached for a’

time. Before this all the denominations used

the school house for their services, and here,

dlso. Mrs, Stoddard and Mrs. Sheldon

established the first Sunday School of the

villase. The Methodist church was served

. in those days by itinerant preachers, both lay sl

and ordained men, of whom Mr. Jeffrey of ) ==
Ralelgh seems to have been the first. The i o
‘Anglicans were served occasionally by Rev. & Y

F. W. Sandys. a travelling missionary whose ' 3

';  parish covered the whole of the southern part

" of the Lake Erie district. This denomination 3 =
| built their first churchin 1861, with the Rev. & *

"Mr. Lampman, the father of the well known .1

Canadian poet, as its first rector. This was |
a frame building with a seating capacity for =8 |
two hundred, which is still in use having

“been removed out of the town four miles east =
"' "for the Ridge Community church. " The

Preshyterians erected their first church in
1866, during the pastorate of Rev. Alexander
Waddell, the first minister of the United .
Presbyterian church, on the Ridge, Hamich,_ 4
" inducted there in 1854, and for thirty six ;
. ‘years afterwards’ laboring in Blenheim and ,_._.
. vicinity. i .

These original wooden buildings have all |
bheen replaced by brick structures. The first ¢
brick building erected was that of the
. " ' Baptists in 1878. ' The Anglicans built their
i\ present building in 1891, a solid brick |
' structure with a tower and stecple with a
ﬁ,-\uﬂh& capacity for two hundred and fifty: |
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id brick building with a
r fone hrendred ond fiftv. A
H‘I whet la nerhana tha |
and largest of all the churches

he corner stone was laid on ’
er 11th, 1805, and is now Fnown as

ber 11th, 1805, and is now knawn as o
kine United church of Blenbeim. %
ith ite religious, so also i it with ite
instituti The town is well
‘with schools. From the verv first
it M',uuloatolhem-«lnr' -
dueating their children and the estahlish-
rwm In fact. for a time,

y excelled il other places in the countv in
on which was made for school 3§ s
. A writer of forty vears aro, By,

county, wrote of Blenheim Public §

the Public school buildin~s in the 8

de of Chatham, that at Blenheim 3

m for beauty of design, elegance 4

tent, and perfect adaptation to the

r which intended. Not only does

ding eclipse any in the county, but 3 £y
favorably with the best in any - \

of Ontario. Tts cost was $13,000; it

' controlled by as many £

e

ane enjoys an enviable reputation as | g
jon of learning.” Unfortunately 2 i
ding was burned down in 1899 but it 5
| replaced by a very creditable ™ :
1@ containing eight rooms and ; ,
enough to accommodate over three ! g3
> %

pupil For higher education a
on School has been built containing
gooms and an assembly hall be-
s 8 ts. This school is
of four teachers with an
se hundred for this year
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and thirty three inhabi-
1 in o favorable localion,
of Zoue, enjoying good
Jities [rom the main lines
Nosthern, and Canadian
d the Longwoods road, 8
y and paved, conaccling
dsor. It is also surrounded
agricultural community cu
ut dv for whatever of
le is transacted in the town,
ource it must look for what-

awails it in it prospective

ea its status as a town to the
. the oil interests in ils
or vather to the ‘oil boow’
L development.  [ts incorpors
¢ in 1867, by o special act of
aving never enjoyed municipal
village, though its presenl
would not jusiily a standing any
§.0f a village.
t of the vicinity commenced
by the purchase of & tract
d acres, lying to the north of
Mm Tve, !nd including
“af the present town, by i
sge Brown founder of the
_ Ia that year the linc of the
m railway had Dbeen located
istrict and Mr. Brown saw
oriunity for a splendid business
ing the hardwood timber off
lumber, and in cordwood to the
jt was put in operation, and in
cleared land  afterwards for
o, e also was the founder
Freom the remoteness of com-
and the future promise of the
country as a farming district he
t point to be a desirable plaee
2 a trading centre. After it
ed, he had that part north of
surveyed into town lofs.
wmills to manufacture the
Ler of his lands into lumber,
~ {urniture factory. empleying
r_‘}.ands. In these days he had the
t.ﬁ_.mmidunthlc town establish~d
.cﬁ-bc-nm blew down upen il in
4 his survey, Mr. Drown made
for e two streels which still
rincipal thorough-fares of the
Main street which connects it
ton County Line, and the
street conpeting  with  the

“{ M
B

in 1921 a population :
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Br::m these initial wndectakings of Mr.
: Ty others came in and m h‘ﬂﬂu'l‘!ﬂ‘h': Ve
building up the town. A grog-shop was one o dd} "R
of the first of thess additional institutions 16— S
be established, an- eighteen by twentg-four
focft structure named  “The  Sebastopol™.
enjoying it was said a patronage so great
that crowds were often umable to gain.
admission, and had therefore to be served v
out of doors. Others in the same business
followed in rapid succession. umtil no less
than five hotels were firmly established here :
bofore 1857, an unmistakeable evidence of -
the social conditions of the times. The first 1
store wgg established in 1356 under the
proprictorship of Messrs. Campbell and =~ =
removeds 4o SlagEIN
Chatham. Tn 1858 a second store was opened =
by William Laughton, who hecame &
peemanent resident of the place and continued
to prosper during all the changing vicissitudes
in this history of the town. On the south
.ide of the railroad a third store had been
built by a man named Crawford, which was
hurned down some time later. During these
years, and before the oil boom the greater
proportion of the workmen in the villagg and
vicinlty were under the employ of M
Prown, Money was 8 commodity almost
unseen, the circulating medium being mainly
orders on Mr. Drown in payment of wages
which were readily accepted by the merchants
in exchange for goods, er in payment for
debts, a condition which continued until, and
for some time after. the boom days in the oil
industry.

The oil boom which lasted several years,
was occasioned by the discovery of a well in
1863 on the Colville farm near the Mosa
townline and close to the London road by
one John Lick, a Pennsylvania promotet,
followed by a second on the Chambers farm
<outh of the town and a third on the Gordon
farm which yielded one hundred harrels a
Jay. In addition to these discoveries the
price of erude oil itsell went up from $1.00
o barrel for the first chipment of one
thovsand barrels to the fabulous price of

310.00 a barrel in 1864, which reached the
a barrel in 1866. The

dustry in this district,

opening up of the in
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mlmin :hmluenfm" 3
of American operators ) e
 with limitless wealth, wha
their moneve both in
lld boripw for oil. and also-
el and business houses and ;
e in | ‘_mu. Business blocks rose
n ’;.:m of them brick and three -
. ingludine hotels. hanks. billiard ~
ﬁh numerars ather institutions
for a town with a popnlation of six
Mﬂd. A maenificent oublic
A ntline Hall was erected by a -
#r"ﬂ'! WM of the f{amoud ‘
ron,  Hatels sprone un. Tike mnsh.
3 ﬂn‘lﬂ mome of them of immense
d‘vwith n the limis af the 1ows,
hY the whole of the oil area
I w oneralions nlane, an army
| son wore remired. T when He
y ." L dﬂa ovt of the heom, a hackset. wos
o f0 the prosress of the olace. Tong
hish *‘hﬂ niwer dince vecovered,
In 1865 Honaralile Gearee Brown «old aw
_ to the ‘Bothwell Land ond
m Comuany., wha allowod tie 1and
d'hran dovoted by himto agoicuitore
"lmo commons, while 4hey concege
d their enermies in exiensive opostings
he dissovery of oil es their acainted
s With the eollupse of the oil industry
7 nﬁrrms:dcm‘ le time to-hring shomt
e svadjustmaent of the aflaizs of (be
,und ~vietnfiv. The numerous ho :eln
p deserted. husiness houses wers Aiu..\q'
ger abandcnment of all the interests
‘ s life and nrosp«-r ity 19 it dook place
was followed by a Cizostrons fire which
iway the mycater paet and the finoel
nes of the town. ineluding Coling
1. Fpllawing this. the boom tawn "m-
e tn » common-place, nnd unattractive
v, ithart apviline pose ta sphanes ita
h. ssve tha trads that mnld be obtained
thn ssremnndine farming dt‘-ll‘""
special Act of Parliament of 1866,
y Inarenerated Ttop tovn took oller in
ary af tha followiney vear, w ith Mr. John
A .' " nrﬂ-lnrv far Honarahle Groree
: 51! ﬁr'tt mayor, ;md John €. Collier.
"1 tan niu—rc he eapncillays, fwrn o
3 Mt'h ﬂf lh. ftc warda into which the
Jimite had hoen divided.

svstem and public park, thas lu'pt pace wilb ¥
- Urecent  discoveries  in supplying modm
" conveniences and comforts to its eitizens,
Its industries include a saw-mill, a sash
"and door factorv and a grist-mill, which find
"in the surrounding agricultural distriets &n
mple market for their productions. 1n.
Boumn. Zone township has an attractive
" centre for its industrial, business, educational
dﬂtodalreqmmmts,ﬂnlethelmoa”
lheotherl\mﬂ.hminthetwmbipt~i
" dependable source for its future progrﬂ
wlpmpem :"ﬁ
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gg hundred and twenty three acres,
‘ er part of which is on the south side -
gi!u' 1t is situated about twelve mileg
u,.amn to the sopth of it and the same
« from Wallaceburg to the west of it.
w of being 'the first resident here '
1o Gerard Lindsley of the Thames '
nttlmnl who settled on lot four con-
on five, as early as 1825, but the honor |
founding the town is conceded to Daniel
s Van Allen, a  prominent lumber
cchant in the early (Lya of Chatham. He
ne a resident there in 1845, when all the' |
unding district was an almost unbroken
st, a8 managing clerk in a small store
uried on at the point where Dresden is
situated. Thinking this locality, with
e Sydenham navigable to this point and all
e district around a rich and fertile land
vily timbered with the best of marketable
dwoods and elm, a good situation for a '
site, he purchased seventy acres from
) Lindsley, and in 1852 had twenty
o! his purchase surveyed into sixty {
pp lots.  In 1854 a postofice was
»d to which the name of Dresden |
m given by the postal authorities and with {
phn Blackwood as the first post-master,
d Mr. Van Allen's town plot, William 4
t, who settled in Dresden in 1840, had |
tlluanlimemnm surveyed im.v.t‘,-'5
which he named ‘Fairport’ and which .
nued to be the name of the place for ;
» considerable time.
ln order to get the place established as a ',
f re of trade, Mr. Van Allen built there
hotel. a grain ware-house and a merchant’s
op in which he carried on business for a
Mr. Wright also, established on his
n & store and tavern, to which he later
dded tgrill-mill the first to be erected in
 village.
In the immediate nﬂﬂhborhood beyond
b town limits, the British and American %
titate had in 1840 begun the establishment .
o quh' settlement of refuge colored people, |
id quite a colony of them soon grew up i
thout the town. A store, a mill, a house of
pefuge, and a cluster of cabins were erected, :
d with these for a beginning the settlement d
n became & prominent feature in the'
lopmuu of Dresden, and continued as/,
ftuch for the next thirty ycars of its history, -
}' itil the abandonment of the Institute work *
\i 1870. l
| The growth of the village at the first was -f

- B
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_Fhmum.umuuuedhusow’

‘ ‘w‘ slow. Two stores, an hotel and & schoo J T
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. which to base the expectation of an important .
Eurbancenlrembemblhhedhdnrm

h‘ ‘h“ Polm- ! > :;e:"'.\;gi»r'.

Soon however the pmpeds d the 'llllge' IR 5 1

Elnighlened materially. The number of Wi ot - ik
‘f -

. settlers locating on the surrou lands
! were increasing rapidly, especially part
north of the river. The navigable waters of ! -
the Sydenham were extensively used for their | i
’ oomenlfmoe. both in bringing them and their |
gnoda into tha scttlement, and transporting’
i out whatever of products they had available.
 for an export market. Especially was this §
" true of the timber products of the district, of
f-which like \all other timbered parts of the
eonnlv, there was no lack. K
Addition after addition both in the number
/ ol its houses, industries and population con-:
!, tinued until in 1862, there were three mills,
-E-'nne grist and two saw-mills, and four stores

. ‘erected, their sustenance made possible by the
" growing requirements of the increasing
number of new settlers locating on the farm {
. lands of the Jurroundmg district, and the
" trade in lumber and cordwood which was now
" 'at its height. From a population of three
hundred and fifty at this date, it increased
L to nearly a thousand, in the next decade, at .
",’whlch time it was incorporated a village, |
F ‘while in 1882, when it became a town, its
f' inhabitants numbered over two thousand

| people (2082). Unfortunately the census of
z 1921 shows a population of only one,
! thousand three hundred and thirty nine so’. !
S' that while the town itself has been increasing
£

!
J
‘|
4

in material wealth, there has not been a: i :
. proportionate increase in the number of its &
5
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inhabitants. ]

Dresden was also fortunate in the qu.hty
: of the men who located here, and the success’

which attended their enterprise and thrift.”
' One of these, Alexander Trerme, deserves |
| special mention. He was” born in Elgin . E
*\oounty in 1835 of Scotch descent. His grand- |
: parents were early pioneers of Nova Scotia ‘s
' where his father was born. He removed to

. Dresden when he was twenty years of age, =

!. and remained there until his retirement to %
porth-western Canada in 1891, his personal /'
¥ history being a part and a conspicuous part %
of the municipal and commercial history of -’
+ Dresden, as it expanded first into an incor-- 1
porated village and then into a town.. _.
Although he had the adnnhgu of n.othmg J
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spd-u he scized new qpj
‘ ;mmm-ndlbehm'emol
B i At first he employed himself as s 3
and joiner, a vocation which he
o up to become a carrlage manufactures
ooh on & small scale. Moving still one.
3 he erected a saw-mill which he operated
«sfully for many years. Finally, he
4 off his uchievements by euablhh‘iing
Mﬂdu lant, where he erected five
# . steam-boats and two sailing
one ol the - former , the “Byron

erie” named after his son, did duty for |

years as a transport vessel on the
j a valuable asset in the building
dflbemnlﬂmwhmillwkedlhof
yfldlitie!manjoyedbyuinlhe
s rendered to this section of the county
Ibe Pere Marquette railway.
lt Trorice was the first reeve when it was |
ted a village in 1872, and the first
of when it was incorporated a town in |
9 and warden of the county in 1878. He

5 @ strong supporter of the Baptist church ;

- oAt D ey

1
v
1
d

i an ardent Comservative in politics.
MM with the activities of Mr. Trerica
# building up the town hnvebelmlhql
fustries operated by the McVeanh family, -
nith's Woolen mill, and Rudd’s carriage -
etory,  After the lumber and cordwood
péiness had ceased when the supply of |
her Was exhausted, it was necessary, if the
ywn chould| give employment to its twa !
gsand inhabitants, to have some stable
iries established.  This need was met in .|
ett to two such, established in the early 1
tory of the town, a grist-mill and a wood-
ing factory, both of which came later
ito the possession of Alexander McVean.
m MoVeans came from Scotland in the '
beinning days of Ontario’s settlement, in '
bet, their family were the first white settlers
the Gore of Toronto. Alexander McVean
bas born in Weston, 1829, and after learning. .
e milling trade, settled and operated a | !
ist-mill at Yarker, Ontario. He married
barah Hennery of Kingsion, and to them °
f' ‘born six children, five sons and a
#aaghier. Looking out for an opening which
mizht offer an expansion of business which
duld ‘provide occupation for his sons, he
to Dresden and purchased, first, the *
istmill' in 1872, and two years later the
working factory, manufacturing hubs,
#pokes and bent-goods for wheels. ‘
Tha giﬂ-ml!l was taken over by his son, | :
j in 1878, who operated it until 1887, °
v he blult an additional mill, a large
lﬂ‘ flour. mill, with its attached  elevator,

it otill using the former stone-mill for. corn:

_ﬂﬁsﬁ; agt i e L vk

“’m.l and buckwheat flour, of umdn-’i‘sl

© an cxtensive business.
' The wood working factory was ﬂperdnd
- by his two sons, Osgoode and William, wha

-,'I"R'-;:

s rativement  of  their

John and' James, Mr. Alexander McVean

O . Yl T T

- previously, 1882.

. In these three spheres of activity, the five’
- #ons ‘continued energetic, industrious and |

‘respected citizens of the town during I.ln

whole

lto their fllmly name a place of prominence

*history of the town. The grist-mill and the

. main industries of the town.
. Owing to its situation, Dresden is mm'ed

} of - @ good; commercial trade: from. the
[ surrounding rural districts. Paved mdl,

[ connect It with Wallacebirg, to the west ol'

¢ it, Thamesville to the east, and Chatham to".:
the south. These with its railway facilities!
and navigable stream ought to assure it &'

|

l

| stability and progress commensurate with the

l increasé of growth in wealth of the farm
. lands surrounding it, and augur for it an.

1 increasing development both in the quulity

" and quality of its manufacturing industries.

.* Finally, if one were to single out the chief |

} attraction of Dresden we think this would bc
" found in the quality of its private residences. }
; Few centres of its size in Ontario, and none
¢ in the county, can surpass it in this respect.
Tt has good public buildings, in its town-
i hall, and schools and churches, but in these
{ it is as in other lowns of its size. But in
bonetiful  yeaidences, beautiful  both .

' architectural design and in their unrround :
, ings, and in the size and number of t!:em. '

~the town has a feature of atttraction ‘lhat
f" would bring prestige to a much larger centre’
" and giveh to the place an air of prospemy
- and comfort which a passing traveller cannot -
5 Tail to appreciate. Pe

i ‘.q‘--al.duf
| "SR
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eamo into sole possession in 1890, on lln' -, '
father from active
business. To provide for his other two.sons,

- purchased ‘a hardware business, eight yun -

period of their business careers,
“ achieving a well-merited success which gave |

- second to no other in the past fifty ‘years | 3

“ub, spoke and wheel factory are still the

¢ A e, W
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Y OF EVENTS—DRESDEN.

Undlk! located on lot fovr,
ﬁn. of Dawn, now Camden

and  American Institute
at Dresden, on lot three, con-
of Dawn township, later Camden '-:
A !I‘-,.D-niel R. Van Allen havinz pur-
 chased seventy acres from Mr. Lindsley, had
. twenty acres of it in this year surveyed into
&.m town lots. gt
" Shortly after William Wright, t0 the south
dinlot three, concession five, Camden *
.~ Gore, had a plot surveyed into lots wlnchlu
-~ named ‘Fairport’.
- 1850. Camden Gore taken off Dawn town-
. ship and added to Camden township.
. 1854. Post-office  established  here and
‘named Dresden by the P.O. authorities with
John Blackwood (he first Postmaster.
- 1858. Alexander  Trerice located  at
 Dresden.
1862. Population 350, of whom m;omy
“were colored people.
- 1864. First bridge erected across the river,

" 1871. The first Newspaper estahlished by ,
 Alex Riggs, The Dresden Gazette. 4
' 1871. Institute lands sold (135 acres
" yeserved for market) and a total of $10.000

 realised.

B 1872. Institute merged into the Wilberforce

. Educational Institute of Chatham.

i"m Dresden incorporated a village, with
Mr Trerice, reeve, and Alexander
" Watson, C. M. Clancy, W. G. Huff and |
M Hughes, councillors. ;
: m The steam-boat “City of Dresden’
4 ' built by Captain John Weston.

. Incorporated a town.
ool *‘M e
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ey
CETOWN,

@ section of the county
as in !lidgm-wn its own
trade, a Hourishing town
same relation o Howard
its sisier town of Blenheim
a When a punt-oﬁeo was
this place, it was given its
from ils situation on the waicr-
from cast to wel across the
ay, batween Eric and
Creek or e siver Thames,
'Jl as the Ridge. The selection of
~of this plateau for the townsite
1 w and dry location, in contrast
Jying .ll_lla!; g0 characteristic of
ol 8. “neighboring district to the south
d northewest of it, end lends added
truction to it as a clean, healthy and
nt place iu which to live. The tow.
I twenty miles from Chatham, the
eighty five miles from Windser and
oty from London, leaving for it a
y of excellent and fectile lands
i 1o establish a trade. a circum:
ought to promise it a bright and
ive [uture.
Rideetown district was opened up for
in the year 1822. Some ycars
_'lhc'i’e was laid oul acruss the bush
={rom the Talbot highway to the
.Tﬂﬂ_!l' which was used for military
o during the War of 1812, but no
tettlement was made alonz this road until
W ulnh settled on lot nine on the
mﬁon of Howard township ia
. He vas followed immediately aficr by
s !‘ltf-on who located on the opposite
n him, with Edmand Mitton and
et Colly setiling on the two adjacent
3;\ lots ten, on the ninth and teath
n: mpeclively. On these Tour lots
W is now situated.
o their arrival, this quartetie of pioneces
d the v hole surrounding district a forest
: oak, walnut, beech, hickary and
le, were the chiel timber trecs. Wild
,W!h as berry bushes, crab apple and
_;ch“en-_w ttees were also Tound distriliuicd
and there throughout these woods. e
e four, with Wilson, Scane and oilie:s
added o their numbers buill for themselves
S very primitive’in character and wiil-
t00 much surplus of room for theis
modation. The ‘Mitton {amily, con:
v ten members, were housed in & lg
Hng, fourieen by eighteen feet 0
ﬁfmmim ane story high, and the uthers
similay dwellings. The growth of the
ent wes very rapid from the very first
land was Ligh and dry; the soil, one of
ost fertile In the province; and o

lake
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T miniealion [rom oulsid ra points ala

was easily made by way of the Tallot roud
aud by way also of boats on Lake Erie. It
{hus beeame a place of popular location until
all the lands of the neighborhood were taken

up. Clearances came into exislence rapidly
both as to their number and size. Yel not

v —— et T

withstanding the rapid growth of the setle

ment, nothing to justify the name of a village Y

century on the lands where is now situated
Ridgetown. In 1851, the survey into town

e p———— 1=

'& 4 store carried on by Malcolm McLean, and
a schoolhouse crected in 1830, was all that
" existed of a nucleus from which has since
" been built up the present business centre,
now noted for its pretty homes, wide strecis,
and progressive business houses. :
From the date of its survey progress
towards- a village of some consequence Was
commenced. In that year the first church
was built by the Presbyterians on the site
where later has been erected their present.
cammodious structure at a cost of $20,000,
and other institutions were added to the place
. as the needs of the surrounding community .
| seemed to require it. But at no time for the
. next twenty years did the place show any

;, inclination to a progress which would lift it

_ above the status of a small rural trade centre
for the supply of a limited local demand. _
In the meantime an event took place in the
history of the district which entirely changéd
the future prospects of this heretofore
country hamlet. This was the construction of -
the Canada Southern, now the Michigan

Central railway, running from Niagara Falls *

1o Windsor, and passing just one short mile
north of Ridgetown. Before this it was
Morpeth which gave promise of becoming
{he commercial metropolis of Howard town-
ship, and the surrounding " district, and its
steady progress before and up to this.lim{:
supplied just grounds for this expectation.
This flourishing village was situated four
miles south of Ridgetown, one and a quarter
miles north of lake Erie. It had good sea-
port facilities at Antrim, and later at Post
Hill's landing with its warchouse and pier
erected (by William Wilson) there in the
early history of the county. In 1830 a post
ofice was established there withh  Captain
Wheatley, a disbanded British soldier as the
first postmaster and it had besides at that
time a store, a tannery, @ shoe-shop, and a

i 4 i o s
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was established before the widdle of the

lots: was first begun.. At that time a back-
cnith shop cstablished by James G. Mitton.
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‘all doing a flourishing
 rapidly increasing farming
anding it. In 1841, William
| & tavern ond laid ot the
into a village site. At the eod
yoars, it contained three

“which incrensed to five hundend
end of the next five years.
s the growih of ome pupnlaied

L W ¢ the case as Letween Ridgetown and

N h by the coming in (o the distriet of
Cinada Southeen roilway. Had this rail-
‘chosen a route proximate 1o lake Frie,
* .f;.‘l d the original promolers songht to
ve ' then the story of the rise and

bees of Rideetown would never have been

Siliabitants and business men of Morpeth
4n the futere prospects of their
they moved out and took up their
at Ridgetown, now made the more
§ place,-because of the transportation
fos supplied by the incoming pailway.
Hme-Macpeth contained four zeneral

%8 shoe shops, two tailor shops, three
_‘ ‘ihl‘ carrlage factory. Iwo eabinet
o1 cooperage, one bakery, = three
h shops, one carding and fulling
. a foundry, town hall, Masonic and
ne l:iagu. two churches, four physicians,
"_ school. There were 1wo mills within
¢ apd a'hall of the villaze. Campbell’s
UL situated on Bz Creek, and Simon's
d saw mill (steam an 1 water pnwv:‘r.
stk Business was donc ot hoth of them.
"‘ﬂ'ﬁs hits now becone soneexistent. A
¥ country village oply remains where
‘weus situated this flourishing business
ustris] contre. 'The railroad built up
piacc but at the expense of the other.
: o this time the growth of Ridgeiow
- was jpb_e'humenal. Five voars aftey U

of the railway, the increase o
ativn warranted the establishment of
Andepe:dent muniripal existence—hitherto &
Basia jurt of the municipality of Howard
aud nccordingly it was incorporated
ge, which took  effect _gn, January e

'

i

: M. two- blacksmith shopz, a
J?wm 'UJA tﬂ“ﬁf Fb‘l ). "-'ilh A -

g -

tained by the decline of another. -

. But the cvent decroed atherwise. |

ﬁ‘il grocerios, one saddle and hamcss ~

B e L e o .
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————

%t'ilh. M.D., as reeve; m ' y
~ Watterworth, Charles E.’ Scane 1
- .leand us Councillors. . . *

 /This increase above its former figgures led t
' ‘hslnmrpogalipnnamwhichtonkrﬁd
_that year, with H. D. Cunningham accorded

L I e b sl e
- . F

- —— T ——

l W M - gomyp
. The growth of ﬂn.popnhﬁm",éoﬁ!
wmtil, in 1882, it reached in the immediat
neighborhood of two thousand one hundred

the honor of being its first mayor. Sincg
‘that time, although there has been an increase
in the number and quality of its houses _am(. 4
institations, the population has not advanced.
The last crusus, 1921, gives the population &’
that time as numbering one thousand eight
hundred and fifty five, a decrease of aver |
two hundred sinee the date of ils Jncorposa-
tion, a depopulation of the rural town
corresponding with the depopulation of the
rural district immediately surrounding it. R

Advantages for education are liberal![.'l-f?
bestowed  upon Ridgetown. It has en

excellent public school, a Collegiate Inslitufe, 1

and there is now being added a Vocational | =
school, in which Agriculture, both: ita 3
scientific knowledge and its practise, ig to be %
the main subject of study. L 738 &

The first school in the district was built in 1

o
Yo PO

1828, at the east corner of. lot seven, on the
pinth concession of Howard township.. The.
teacher was supported, as was the custom of
those days, by monthly fees from the thepts
of children attending and by boarding round

at their homes, a practise which often times

placed the burden heaviest® on those least
able to carry it. The next school was built
by Joseph Nash in 1830 on the west corner

of Main and Erie streets. This location .on

the main business thoroughfare of the town,

becoming undesirahle, the school house was

moved to another, and a wing added in
1872, the increased population due to the
coming of the railway to the town, demanding
it. In 1875 a still larger school was required
followed in 1882 by the building of the
present large brick structure on the south
side of Jane street which has reraained since
{he only public school building in the town, 4
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b Mﬂvwah‘o a reservoir or lank

“onc hundred and twenly seven feet
The power house is equipped with the

cngines and pumping machinery with 7

Lakh : T e ety i
i, Fers i T e et g

ipacily of about fifty five thousand zallons T I Jut o o7 L
in hour. The system i considered to be one TV 2l
‘}hem’puamtqmmamium 7 5
wichborhiood of forty thousand dollavs to g

© establish, and capable of supplying a suffic
" giepcy of water not only for its domestic use,
an ample provision is made also in case
'ﬁr't_!.ﬂlichmbegtﬂdyaugrmwdh s,
- [ casc of such an emergency.
" Ridgetown is essentially a centre of
"} agricultural trade, and from that source *3
1 must look for whatever of future progress . 3
T awaits it. It has several thriving industries . 3
' Fbut oll of them are in keeping with this
s Thee condt of » e S
- P canning factory, & grist-mill, a cach and door
@ 7y, a basket factory and a machine shop. - L

4

'

-

. As a shipping point for agricultaral produce,
1 somé pespects it stands second to o othed - ¢
" in the county. It bas three large cleaning |
| elevators, and more beans are said to be
| shipped from this place than from any other
© ! Conadian centre, arising from \be fact that
he soil of the surrounding {arm lands is y
_specially adapted for bean-growing, while its = ‘ 20 TR e St 1 A
b _southiern lp&i_tude supplies- it with the suitable * . R S L
4 ‘E_‘l;limalc. 1obagco, polatoes and coru are AW SO

‘gls.nqgr_pw_‘;l in large quantities, on these lands, =
ey B wetl as the market-garden produce and |
>y frutts which sapplies the canning iactory | ] ‘ :
_ with the needed material for iis continued | . e A
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ﬁtla middle fortics of (i 1o
e "century Sir Richard Bonmicastiey
© Military Engincer, "a chiel’
Sk W 4
 takin' notes,” 2% ho lraT“ed
M ward towards Detroit spent a night in
e neaville—a pame which exciied his ire as!
L wamraniable Lberty with the name of
':‘r‘hp Thames. He put up at Freul.lll, s

' number uses in Thamesville, but at that
“,;.; ..'..".i":m pot many families in the
[ Gicinity—to say a dozcn would be to over
'I.-ﬂ it. Sir Richard found a hlack u{hola{m E
~va the stoop bench outside the tavern wl.nch,
'~ be was told had been brought hy the Indians
" from a dozen miles heyoud Cornwall's Crerk,
" It was erude petrolcum. e was informed

that salt was procured by evaporating briny .
- pools in the peighborhaod. He noted the ims
 mense white wood and elder trees and also
* the large walnuts, which he complained ‘the’
- gettlers were wasting by using for fence vails, -
" Of birds he mentiope the mourning dove, a
' gew variety to him, whippoorwills and lho;j
By N

‘- " Soon after Sir Richard's visit Pwn‘ni
" tavern was bought by William Mayhew lately
L " out Trom England. His young wife agreed
o perform the duties of postmaster gnt‘ult-
. ously for the convenlence of getting her own |
b nail. The mail was carried on horse back °
” from London and when the roads were bad :
" —which was often—its time of arrival wnsj,
" uncertain. Mrs. Mayhew sometimes left her {
" bed in the middle of the night to change mail, i
R Besides Freemans and Mayhews, there would ;
" be Shermans, Cornwalls, Jackmans, San‘ords, |
Hubbells, Wallaces and Ingalls getting .
" occasional letters. ]
" In the early fities when the Great Western ¢
" Railway was surveyed two bids were made?
L for the honor of having the postofiice. Mr. ]
Erastus Wallace subdivided for what hel
hoped would be the future villaze on thcJ
south side of the river near the prescnt Rail-§
way Bridge, and called It Tha=esville: ml.(l'
Mr, David Shermaun subdivided part of his]
patrimony which won the honor of being the j
third and last corpus to carry the name
Thamesville. Ms. Sherman did not ﬁmtl
choose that name. calling his subdivision §
Tecumsch cfter the hero he remembered 4
speaking to in 1813 just as he was going to:

his death in battle with Harrison's troops. 1

3 But that name hnd already been given to &
L postofiice in Essex, and Thamesville was his y

F TR ey, v .

P RS S o

ville. His father,

_#n extensive lumber business for, many years. .

st o

migh

wllou 1
was subdividing, was the first white man t»
settle within what. is now Thamesville, e

o e

was a United Emplre Loyalist from Penmsyl- |

vania and came here in the late davs of thy
Eirhteenth Century, building his cabin on the
banks of the river, where the Sherman |
edmetery now is. «  He had few neighbors
when the battle. of the Thames was fought.
His wife prepared a breakfast for Proctor’s,
men but they did not stop to eat it. The
Americans being so close, they had to press:
on to the spot chosen by Proctor to make his
stand. David Sherman was about nine years
old when he spoke with the great chief and
afterwards helped bury the dead. Mr.
Sherman’s barn was used by Harrison for a |
military hospital after the battle, some of the
wounded men spending months there, and
one James Dunakey electing to make his
permanent home with the Shermans. He is |
buried in their plot. The old barn still.
stands, having been moved to a site adjoining °
Tecumseh Hall, Miss Ferguson's residenee.’
Mr. David Sherman suffered imprisonment as
an adherent of McKenzie during the 3738
troubles. The fourth generation of Shermans
still holds part of the original grant of land
with a fifth generation growing up around
them. L e

When the Railroad was built Mr. Mayhew:
moved near it and built a hotel which was
the principal hostelry of the village for-
forty years. He has descendants of the third .
and fourth generation still among our’
citizens : ' g

The Great Western station was built in_
1854 and Thamesville Postofice moved near .
it. The Postmasters since that time are: H.
F. Cummings, Mr, Collier, James Dunecan,
John Duncan and Catherine Duncan Kenney.

Mr. Robert Duffus coming here from Scot-
land in 1854 built a mill on the creek which *
enters the river near the present bridge and *
conducted a ferry before any bridge was |
built. il

In 1857 James Ferguson moved hither |
from Ridgetown having emigrated from
Stirlingshire, Scotland, a few years earlier. *
With his-sons John and Robert he carried on'
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was built on the property now + BT
by Dr. Stewart’s residence. Later g = B
sucht the Northwood mill on the south S B
‘the river near the Railway bridge, 8
operated till the late cighties, o
M erguson having died in 1866. A ;.
Toan business founded by John and Robert ‘ ;
Fersuson still subsists, and - grandchildren . 5
und great grandchildren of Mr. James Fergn- o .
son are still among our citizens. 3 . .
With the coming of the Railroad, Thames. ' 4 1l
ville 100k the position she has since occupicd
{ shopping centre for the fine farming LA
wumndingher.omumaham- Y
oiher opening with a display of the various
orchandize necessary for the local trade..
The Canadian Pacific Railway station built . 2
‘ 1889 a mile and a half north of the village R TP v g
‘made it a still more desirable shipping 4 | REATIS ; L AR S :
centre. Houses have always been in demand R ik S Rt e AT
although few years pass without some new ' ARSI 81T ¢ £0w 10 M
ones going up. No place took greater HA e o e A A
sdvantage of the invention of cement blocks MR I g ks
beautify and render substantial its dwell- | I N ‘ :
Good foundations. handsome veran- i U R , L " L A I S T
dahe, well kept lawns, with good cement TRy % T SN Sl RSl
valks and adequate street lighting make the 7y RS ey '
%_ illage a desirable residence.
. At half a dozen stores one may buy dry
.goods of limited or gencral variety. Nearly
« dozen sell groceries, and there are four ice
‘cream parlors. There are three hardware
stores, one drug store, three where farm im- 7 R
plements may be bought, one flour and feed, - e
“and one harness shop, two blacksmith shops, ] Y
three barber shops, two shoe repair shops. : : )
* e furniture and undertaking establishment, : 1 .
e sewing machine shop, two millinery
‘shops and two garages. There are two Banks
and two billiard rooms.
. Thamesville begans ils corporate existence
in January 1874, The first Council consisted
of: Robert Ferguson, Reeve, and G. A. Tye,
G. F. Spackman, F. J. Mayhew and Lemuel
| Sherman  Councillors. They assembled in
Mayhew's Hall, now the property of the
Cnng Factory, and appointed Wm. Me-
Ex_hby, Clerk, D. McFarlane, Treasurer, E-
C. Decow, Assessor, and N. Beutzon,
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A ~ ALLACEBURG is the second
~ . largest wrban contre in  the

. _county. This i, no doubt, due

oy - A0 its advantageous position on

e Sydenham, a deep and casily navigable

ver, which branched at this point, m-Ying

.. an ideal =pot for & town-site from the po’
of xiow of boat trafic. Siteated brt a ehott
- distance inland from lake St. Clair, it has,
ereflorr, [acilities for (ransportaiion by
water - cond Lo no olher towa or village in
 €OLILY.

A ) allacchurg was [ounded by Sellirk

e O rettlers,

¥ Ths inception of the town may be said 1o
ile a by-product of the Selkirk scttlemsnt.
Iits hisiory connot be disassociated {rom thai
¥ wellmcumt bot enfortunate venture. It was
$ & Baldoon setticr, who built the firnt log-

§
i
B

l yé ﬂ _apened put by Lausklin McDougall, one of
LY ori-inal ‘onc handrad and eleven, where
‘ﬁ soon aiter him vers lnc'utpd his two hrotiers,
3 M_A;‘dﬁbu'd and llector. It was a Ba!doon
jsacher, Iugh MacCallum, that be-
“ _came ity fivst post-masier, and gave to th
~ o fown ik same, which he called aftcr Scot.
" land's patciot and  soldicr, Sir Willian

Wallace. 1t was a Baldoon settler, Heetor
MeLean, who seltled on the ot wh:re now
stands (e major portion of the town: and
At was 4 Pulcean settler, Lional I Johnson,
“who opuacd out the first bla-ksmith shop ond
store jn Lhe porth-west angle formed by the

jnuqﬁm; of the two rivers.

N L i Sl

-
- &
b

< ®
it

i SN ——

s Fifi
i
4 13}
: Piﬂmwr stores cstablished cn the zouth
; side of the river.

uth bank of the river was e Drst

i

The
ths firsl to take wpon itscll the aspect |
- - i'iilggt' On four adjuc!‘m lots, bwelv

" thirteen i the [first concession, and twalve
and thivieen in the second conedscion of
lownship. then  called Sombra but now
Chatham Gore, four families had seitled ant
wstablisliod on their farms, three of (o
i S stores, sud Lhe fourih a postoffice and

U These woere, ths McGregors, a {amily
O grown-u o sono ol Jolin McGregor who dis

tinguish d imsell in the war of 1812, and 10
* whom vz riven by the Government, cight
S hundeed cud Gfty acres of land *for the

sorviess hn Lhen rondered; James, Baby who
dhwas’ d desocndant of that honorable and
promincnt I“rench family of Detroit, one of

1

eyl
i

L house aad siasied the firstclearance in 015 |
. neighborhood.. Tha Grst store and hotel was |

" et—

i i et s R R AR NS5
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4 - whom waa appointcdjznﬁo&‘smo:ﬁim:uc.an,.i

in the first partiament of Upper Canada: s
Laughlin MeDougall and Hugh 21eCall
the aboveanentioned - gionm-ﬁ ;ffﬂifﬁ the 5
Baldoon seitlement,:. On the porth hask o f &
the river, there was croeted in 1033, a fraxe 1
building by one, James Hendessan, in which |
he, 100, kept a school. This building pxsd
into the hands of Hector McDonald, which
he tamned into a tavern or boarding Touse, | i
and kept there a place of cnlnru\mmn of
many years, This place, called then t
‘Gore’, has since become . the piing 3
business scction of Wallaechurg, an | that'
which was last chosen 23 a busingss site, I 't,'
now become the first in importance and the
chief centre for trade in the town. =

Noﬁ:w&k development &4 nét lbe"iu, 7 W
until 1830, ‘

&

Although the Post Oflice was established a5
carly as 1834, and the first survey of town.
lots made in 1837, it was not vntil about 1350
that the place gave any indications of
developinz into a centre of trade- ‘and
industry, such as it has since become. Like
all othes ccntres within the bounds of the |
county, s+ (12t el most important influence, -
impelling = noticcably forward movemant in
fts progrees, was thet of the jumberng
industry. The district round ‘about was
covered with the bast of timber, especially
oak and elm, and its good location as a vessel
port gave to it an opportunity for advance
vhen the timber’ hzcame marketable, which
its enterprising inhabitants were not slow o

g Sretet Ll

Fries
seize. For the next ten yoars, the lumbering
industry was at its height, and save for the
lull in the year 1857, when, owing to the
financial hard limes then existing (here
was considerable unemployment among its
inhabitznts. Wallacchura went forward with
rapid strides.  The Jumber industey in this
decade brought much business and settlersito
the town. As it was with the Thames rivﬁi,:_%l
so also with tha Sydenham, its banks were |
lined every winter with timber stic ks and
staves, and in the sprin; of the year its waters
were made*hardly discernible because of the
pumerous quantities of these floating down
on its surfaze to find a market at Detroit and
clsewhere. But the prosperity attendant vpon
this industry was merely temporary. Stable
praosperity came throveh the developient of
the surrounding farm-lands and the establish-
mert of indeetrics. The nmext decade, 1860
to 1070, was a period of transition. As a
sonsce of employraent cvery year in this ;]
peried Uhe timber businzss was pettine ruors -
procarios.  Every increaaz in the production

AT
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eordwood, lewenod the quantity

avai'sble, and brought the end of
bt ndustry that much nearer. The

. was ‘trve of the {orming indusiry.
‘nr distriet round about became
» thie quanity of its agricultural
wions. | increased.  the  village grew
cionately. It was not e rapid a
poss a8 the Lumber industry brought to
bt it ‘was permancnt. Wallacehurg was
1 frosi ). lute of many other equally
vl lamibior omtees by its position on 2
Jgiver, and the rapid increase of
.t on the surrounding lands of the
g I the \ransition {rom one source of
wekice to the other, progress lagged but

\at teaffic cn the Sydenhara was one
e d its fiest enterprises.
When the country all around was a forest,
d the ronds impassable owing to the low
ure of 'the surrounding district, the
Wdenha river became in the carly history
the cotnty the highway for lake sailing
wsols ond lumber barges. The first of
ese wiis built by Laughlin MeDougall. To
accustomed 1o fishing and fishing-boats,
were the Hichlanders who composed the
Joon scttlerent, it conld not be supposed
at (hey would leave so mavigable a siream
this wnatilised.  Hardly had MecDougall
ttled in the neizhborhood of “The Forks,
he hegan o use the banks of the river
¢ boat-buildins purposes. It was perhaps
remembrancs and experiences which he
his forebears went through on his native
od ‘of Mull that suggested to him the
ing echooncr es the means of obtaining
hs zoods wherewith to start a irading post
t thi¢ locality. At any rate, two vesscls,
L pamed respectively Wellace and
ek wege constructed and set afloat 'as
tly ax 1o do (duty for the conveyance of the
roduct: of the humter and trapper of his
tazo o Dotroit, and the bringing back with
- e Lovessnies required for the hunting .
b -de. the houschold needs of
sonine ettlers, and later, the requirements
E8y (b camps of lumbermen. This first
Bianinl ot mavigation was soon followed by
& the ¢ooning and geing
er e lumbcr indastry created a demand.
it tie ballding of necessary docks and
fwenrsdioasos, until the village hecame such

fen

1T
& il

- Aty i |
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" many vessels as so0z

e

dnporiant point of navigation that it was
Tade a port of cnlry -nd honored with 2
rstoms ofeial, an event which is dated in
s eulencar of the village as having taken

pleo in the early hiflies {
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s without doubt that of Captain James W.
§:.inh. T, Ie was bem in 1834 '0f Pennsyl

- Th~ 2=, where his son Jamcs was

B b i Ml g

M TS AV
ral prominent E?Mﬂ

L -

.4+ 1o MoDougall the name which

sands

ent ririses of the past history of the town,

[fory

o'y Deeh ancestry, a class of settlers
His father moved from St
cetlod in Howard township in 1836, There
hs rooaained until 1813, when moving 1o
Wallscehurg, he took up a small farm, and

FanL
|

of 'y eounty.

destined to become so noted a” citizen of
Wallaceburg, began  his
cadecalines employed in carrying the mail
betss =n Chatham and Stony Point, a distance

intussral

" of twenty five miles between them, and
~Criving both ways the same day. This was

followed by his becoming in turns, a stage-
dr'ver, 4 ¢ wk on a lake vessel, a teamster in
the lumber woods, finally ending his career
as a laborer, a sawyer in a lumber mill. At
twerty. with what money he had up to this
tim- saved, he began business for himself, a
peor-hasee of cordwood, which he transported
w'th his own scow to Detroit. This he found
a mo:t profitable undertaking. His business
rapidly expanded, and his increasing capital
enabled him to add other barges, which he
had constructed at Wallaceburg, until he had
a floet of half a dozen employed steadily at
thi- work during the navigation season. To
the he added a ssiling vessel, the Anna
Stenheff, in which he earried harley between
Ch>ham and Toledo. For a time, he was the
muster of a steamboat, The Islander, which
carned for him the ttle of “Captain”. At
Wallacehburg he built four steamers, one of
whicih was (he J. 7. Steinhoff on which he
had ‘he honor of beinz host to Lord and
Lady Dulferin, the Governor General, when
on a travelling expedition through the
dis ict, he visited Detroit, Sarnia, Goderich,
and other lake poris. Aflter long serviee, it
was sold to the *McKenzie and Mdon’
fulcioats at Toronto, ond plied as a passcﬁger

ender the name of Cerden City an old
botto:n under a new tlitle, where it rocked
the passcnzers to sickness in every little gale,
until it was finally removed off the route for
In 1887, Captain Steinhofl

safely's sake.

f ,g,

s prozinently associated with the carly history

+ =1 th's vocation for tho rest ‘of his life =
tans. At ton years of age, the boy, who 'm :

life’s

veescr boiween that post and Port Dalhousie, -

e
ot most eomspicuous in the
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s 'n!irr-d fram businass, though it was not until
" 1992 that he sold his last vessel. In the
~ meantime he had been a promoter, and a
- large contribulor to the establishment of the
~ town’s best and largest industries, the
' Dominion GClass Works, the Sugar-beet
~ Industry, the Flax-mill, and the Coopcrage
business. In additicn, he was interested in a
private banking business, and in farming,
~ owning and operating not less ‘than two
 thousand five hundred and sixty acres of
farm-lands in the counties of Kent and
Lambton. e left as a monument to his
enterprise and ability not only these indus-
tries which he helped to call into existence—-
but a beautiful park or play ground, his gift
 to the town, and now comprising, with
Covernment and Library Park, an out
standing feature in the scenic attractions of
the place. ‘ - d
F.mln enterprices must not overlook

the capabilities of the Sydenham.

In forecasting the future development and
industrial cn!crpri}u:s of ths town, the
cepabilities of the Sydenham to supply
facilities for transporiation, should not be
overiooked. This same river which was
veed an the highway for passenger and freight
trallic in the days of the incoming of the first
gettlers to the district, and the capabilities
which McDnga" and Steinholl saw in it
for the buildinz up of trade, is still looked
upon by the present-day citizens of the town
as one of the resources. upon which they
build their expectations for additional
progress  and development in its future
history. There is nothing to prevent Wallace-
burz from being a port of entry for ail
vessels which have to make usc of our inland
lakes and canals, for the river can supply a
channel of water cighteen fect in depth, and
wide enough to provide a turning basin for
vessels three hundred and fifty feet long. Tt
but requires the enterprises of trade and
industry to develop these capabilitics which
Nature has supplied” the town through the
medium of this river. Nor has the town been
vemindiul of its heritage. Although to-day
no local Navigation Company exists to lake
the place successfully held by McDougall and
Steinhofl, yet as a navigation centre, it still
holds an important place. Its sugar rofinery
is visited Li-weekly during its' szason by
vessels coming .in from the tropical south,
with their freightage of raw sugar, and .
going out: with the refined product to its
various destined mnrkets. .Passcnger vessds
look after the tourist trade in the summer
months and supply facilities for pleasure
seekers to pass to and fro between Wallace-

——
Therey LS
i

1846. Wallaccburg was made a poﬁ:%qu-"
entry. A custom house was established with
Colonel Bell as the first custom’s officer, v o ‘.7
1850. Wallaceburg became headquarters of
number five, Division Count, hiig L
1871. The first newspaper, ‘The Western
Advocate’ was established. ' :
1873. The first bridge was built over the
river; before this a scow, pnlled from sids

to side by a rope fastened to both shorzs, was

used as a ferry.

1874. Wallaceburg was ibeorponted as a
village.

1875. January 18. The first village Coun-

cil meeting. Population 1526. Ratepayers,

380. Assessment roll, $180,000.-

1876. Tmhnllmbnill. HiEgan
L L -
o o ‘n t“.‘;’;\ ‘E
5 )-"‘ : » -;’\n - .k" ..-".' ;--
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1822, Laughlin  McDougall,
_ gettler, located on lot thirteen, concession

CI'RJ WOLOCY: WALLACEBURG

ha:n Cnrnaurrmdsred by the Chpp*wn
and Otawa Indiens for the price of 2400.
September Tth,

1824. Lord Selkirk brought one hundred
pad eleven High'anders to the Sydenham and

‘ - es'ablich~d Baldoon Settlement.

1821. Tha district was surveyed and named
Bombra, and became a part of Kent county.

a Baldoon

two, of Sembra, now named Chatham Gore.

- 1825. A squatter built a log house on the

north shore of the Sydenham, where Wallacee

 burg is now situated,

~ 1828. Maych 17. Francis Bahy acquired
lot twelve. poncession twa, Sombra,

. 183). The McGregor family of 181214

war genown were given a grant of 850 acres

‘ ""-l-_,f«' war services, and became the secopd of

the settlers of the distriot, They kept a store

~ fog twelve or fifteen years, a little below
 MeDgugall’s.

W ' 1838. The first plot of land surveyed into

town lots, and named McDongall’s survey.

ey . 1833, Jumes Henderson built a frame
~ house where he kept schopl, and where later

(1840) Hector McDonald kept a fraveller’s

~ houge of gntertainment,
. 1833. Hugh MgCallum bought south half
~ of lot twelye from the patentee, Francis Baby,

¢n which there had heen erected a log house,
and built a frame where he taught school and
kept the post-office.

1835. A post-office is established which was
named Wallacebuyg by Hugh MecCallum the
first postmaster, in honor of Sir William
Wallace, Scotland’s patriot hero.

1836. A second plot of land was surveyed
into town lots, and nsmed McCallum’s
survey:

1839. James Baby, son of Francis, erected
a pretentious building in which he kept store
for a short time. About the same time,
James Johnston from the ‘Sny’ store, set up
a merchant’s place on the opposite corner.
1840. A third plot of land surveyed inlo
town lots on the north bank of the river and
named Babyville.

; m\E THIRTY BICHT ni iy ssiwmmier |
8 Bt

burg and Detroft, Buffalo, Sarnia and othar

lake - ports. The' prophet of to-morrow

doubtless sees a boat-traffic, mtl; Wallagburg
as its cen

trf,' worthy of the river and the

fertility of the district of which it is the
madium for drainage. T

Associated with Captdin Steinhofl in some
of his industrial enterprises’ and surpassing
him in the benefits conferred through him to
the town was his nephew, David Alexander
Cordon. He was born in Wallaccbury in
1858, and since 1883 until the time of his
death in 1919, one of - the most prominent

-‘indmlmhm' in the county of Kent. His
/i fitst’ venture.was in the Cooperage business
“which" he established in partnership with his

uncle, ‘becoming. its president and general

" manager. When the Sydenham glass works
‘were established, he became managing

~ director in 1897, and under his gmd&nce it

-

enjoyed from the start, a constantly increasing
business until it became the largest and most

‘imporlant enterprise of its kind in the

province. Through his efforts, thp Beet
Sugar Company also was located at Wallace-
burz and he was made its prm&:nt and
gencral manager. Without doubt the p mgrees
of the town during the last forty years “of its
history, the years in which it has made the

largest strides forward in its prosperity and

size, was due in large measure to the

. industrial enterprises which his activities and |
~ influcnce were instrumcntal in establishing.
‘He took an active part in the municipal

afairs of the town, and was mayor for thrce

- consécutive terms. He also represented West
Kent in the House of Commons for fourteen |

years being elected as a\ Liberal, holding the

-_ e~} e~ntinuously from the time of his first
“election until his death.

\
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Bt §  form the largest territorial subdivision .

‘&' The area of Chatham Township and Gore - |

¥ s m were returned as “cleared,” an increase :

- I Chatham, one of the most marked being an

.‘. .
g general level, and appraring to have been

- a 'y

AL SEVEN .o e
'CHATHAM TOWNSHIP

-~ 3

THE “Township and Gore of Chatham

| ender on> municipal government with |

‘[p of Chatham extended from the Thames
on the south to the line which bounded the ,
| original Indian grant on the north, the same "
line now lorming the dividing line between 4
 the township proper and the gore. The side '+
" boundaries of this township run’ at substans*
. tially right angles with the Thames. The |
'1 westera town Lin> scparates it from Dover, -
- and the eastern from Camden. Dotween the
* Thames and th> base line of the Gore at'the
- west side of the township the least distanee
| is about sixtecn and a half imiles, but owing |
. 1o the convergence of thosé lines toward the |
| eost, the distance hetween the points pamed |
ot the eastern town line is less than six miles,
_ The Gore of Chatham {so called probably
* because, like the Gore of Camden, it is less’ ' {
- similar in shape 10 a “gorc” than any other |
. -geometrical figure) consists of four conces |
;sldm of seven cighths of a.mile each, lying 3
. between the base line referred to and the
Lambtén County boundary,' and stretching
. from the Gore of Camden on the east 1o Lake
£ St. Clair on the west, - '

. i 84,139 acres, of which, in 1880, 31,955 3§

‘Im 26,381 acres in 1871. The peculiarities |
. Dotiocable in the surface of other townships
L in this county are generally observable in |

.“Ihenoc of small living streams within jts
! borders. .The Thames on the south, and the !
" Sydenham traversing the gore from east to *
.+ Weaty are the only bodies of water approach-

> ing the dignity of living streams, but the

\ township is intersected in different localities :
L by depressions of about six feot below the -

S oL o e sl

scdoped out by early freshets. These gullies
£ PUrsue a very ‘tortuous course, substantially
i from cast to west, are dignified by the name
:"Of crceks, and by some called canals. Most
L of these crecks dry up during the summer
| Season, when their bottoms (usually averag.
ing forty feet in width) yield luxuriant
]:mps of wild hay, which the cultivation of |
L Tepeated cutting elevates to a good grade.
E; The principal creeks of Chatham Township
£s are Arnold's (the only one flanked by banks
o of respectable heigit), emplying about two
[ miles above Chatham; Pain Court, rising
. near Louisville, and draining the third and
: fourlh con essions, thence to
ioine;. Big Creek, riaing: pe

» 84 Yawrs

e e s

“the Dover town

i

laimnes =
41 Loty

. in the County of Kent. The original Town. 9 -

e aadladabire s T |

e '1,". O
' through the | =
~ sions into' Dover; and Little Bear Creck, the

b

- the terrltory between those hefore named and |
_ the Sydenham. The quality of the soil -
. hardering theen crecks (except a few localities

vegetable mould, succeeds tha more stubborn
* grades nearcr the creck banks.

hak | 4

g B

_ most considerable of them l‘l."‘im'w_"‘??

on the Little Bear) is strictly first class, heing
of a generally heavy, durable and productive
clay, which the drought and heat of summer
transforms into flint, making tillage wall
nigh impossible until the visitation of after-
harvest rains. As the land yecedes from thesa -
erceks, its consist heeomes more plidble, 4
and a fertile loam, overlaid hy. a rich

Another |
peculiar feature of the topography of this
region is the sloping of the surface gradually !
away from the banks of rivers or crecks until |
~ the slopes meet In' semi-swampy land, whove -
. surface is below the level of creek bottoms.
. These low-lying sections are in turn drained - B
-~ by municipal drains, some of which have to
| be extended many miles to secure eligible
'~ outlets. A%
- This township is now traversed by a per- §
 fect network of these drains, constructed !
. under authority of the Drainage Act, so thay
little now remains to be done to secure ity
surface from the effects of floods and
- freshets. The most extensive of these works
. Is the Dover townline drain, running nearly
_ & dozen ‘miles along that highway, and dis-
" charging into the Sydenham. Did it run -
" parallel with that stream one would find
 difficulty, jn ‘determining, from a superficial
. plapce, ahich, was'the tiver and which the I,"::
" drain, 'so large is the volume of water dis-
charged by the-latter. At periods of high 3
‘watey, in fact, it is po unusual occurrence for
small steamboats to ascend this drain con- ¢
siderable distances and load with wood, Jsigs, -
timber, stave bolts, &c., immense quan!iﬁiﬁ_,.
b of which are annually floated down its -5:1'!:-‘ =
§ face to its junction with the Sydenham. TFhe °
Prince Albert drain, from the western cenfre
of the township northward to the Sydenham, .-
is also a stupendous affair, while the’ Mills
drain, traversing the territory lying~between i

Pain Court and Big Crecks, and many others

of lesser magnitude, contribute to make

¢ Chatham one of the best drained lownshipi u
within the arca of the level lands of the west.
Comparatively little of this township 'is

‘ incapable of being brought under cultivation,

£
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hes the Sydenham. This stream, to-

o, The river has even been known to attain
' g greater height of water than the drains
mptymg into it, when the tactics of Hol-
' landers have been resorted to, and dykes |

erucled over which the water from the
" drains has been pumped by windmill power.

The Township of Chatham received its first !

| _ seltlers when the original ipflux of ploneeu L
. 1o the County of Kent took place, in the last |
No |
~ authentic record exists of any settlement

decade of the eighteenth century.

. having been made within the bounds of the

wwnshnp prior to 1794, .when Mr. Bal:et}

~ (referred to in our sketch of Chatham) was
ol lwarded a grant of several hundred acres on
- the river front, apparently as one of the
- conditions of his locating here to superintend
the construction of Government ships at the J
. shipyard then established on the more recent |

. “Barrack Ground,” now called Tecumseh -
l’uk. It is related by the descendant of .J

pioneer, however, that the land alluded to
_had been previously drawn by the brothers

B " Jacob and Valentine Iler, who surrendered
. their claim to Government when the latter

fmd it expedient to establish Mr. Baker in
Illll location. At anyrate, the Ilers did not
, ‘again choose a location in this or any olhcr
townllup of the county where their names
- have come under the notice of the writer.
- This farm remained the property of Mr..

_ Baker for many years, and finally passed into

~ the hands of Henry Eberts, whose father,
Jmcph Eberts, married Mr. Baker's eldest
‘_dnghler

, Much uncertainty exists concerning lhe

A

g
i

5 any degre:

i

~ dates at which those whose early location in

. Chatham devominates them the pioneers of

the township took up their residence here,
neither the presence
apparenl accuracy of tradition scrving to
locale dates during that “early period with
of precision.

‘ '.(aliuloolwloaduntofdrm"
* “There are, however, somewhat extensive

of “plain” land contiguous to the
mnbotdcrmdnonhoflhecmmun
~ which the water lies during the greater part
dlhl year, the surface level sinking as it .

of memoranda or the

. wards iu final end, runs between banks

i- scarce higher than its own water level, which
. it overflows in unusually wet scasons, thus'’
i inundating large areas of the plains referred

!

1

L

1

P A v S BN RN LW, VI

i bt Ml i

e, S

It ‘would appear,

however, that among the first to follow Baker
into this township was George Sicklestecle, 4
- who scitled on lot nine, river front, probably !

not later than 1794.

He was a Hessian by

birth, and had been a member' of the Hessian

contingent

QY Ernmmen

of troops

.
DAred (v

whom the British |
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% 2Tl mum David
Sicklesteele, who so Ioﬂg hpt. M

landmarks of the township, was among the

first children bomn, here, the date of that -
event being during his life,

Other prominent families in ll:e early
history of this township, and not less

. prominent at -the presemt day, were the |
. Arnolds, Everetts, Blackburns, and Frenches.

Representatives of the three first named of
these familics arrived in or about 1796, They

were all United . Empire Loyalists from |

Pennsylvania, who had remained in Michigan

some time after coming west; but when the °

surrender of that territory to the Americans

became a foregone conclusion, they removed
up the Thames, impelled by a sentimental -
preference for the British flag. There were

two brothers, Arnold who settled in this

township, sons of Frederick Amold who, with _
the balance of his family, chose a location
on the river {ront of Howard. The brothers
who remained in Chatham were Lewis and =
John, the former of whom settled upon lot .
thirteen, and the latter on lot fourleen, next =
adjoining on the east, building his house near -

where G. B. Grover's house now stands.
The Everett family then consisted of

William Alexander, the father, and his sons

David and John. Mr.
Everett located lot fifteen where Louisville

Adam, William,

is now built, and continued there. during the
balance of his life.

resentation of the family here, several of its

members becoming prominent in municipal
affairs, as notably William A. Everett, J.P,,
grandson of the original settler of that name, |
now living near Louisville. The Blackburn
family was then even more numerous than

the Everett’s and consisted of John, the
father, and his sons Anthony, Joseph, Robert,
James, Leonard, Isaac, William, another son
who died in youth, and one daughter. With
this numerous staff of assistants Mr. Black-

burn located east half of lot tén, concession
two, now occupied by his grandson, Abraham .

Blackburn. e also drew several other lots
in the second and third concessions, some of
which were afterwards settled by his sons,

nearly all of whom raised large families here,
and, with a continued increase through suc-

ceeding generations, the name of Blnckbum
has become one of the most common in a -
township noted for the numerical extent of
geveral of its families.

on the "
lot mentioned forming one of the prominent

Not all his descendants
remained in the township; still there has ever

since been a respectable and influential rep-
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in w of ths: Prdock' Sassily
M was Peter French, who came’
lhe pioneers while yet in early
e whuquently took up ot
Won three, where his son John

The elder Mr. French dis
«d himseif in the war of 1812, as did
dhhnuinl}mquellmg of the
dengie Insurrection. He raised a large |
v of sons aud daughters, several of

and fourth concessions from the -

wlllch this part of the township has long -
known as Fremch’s Settlement.

amiliss numed, or ai any vate prior to the

n of the present centurv. but this name |

become extinet in the Township of |
Chathams. The above named families con-
the bulk of the settlement jn the
lonﬂp for a good many years, during
the current of progress was not
d towards its interior. Nor was the |
viver front brought to a very flourishing
dition of improvement until the first |
et of the present century had sped by. |
It was but shortly before that period that
ol eight was occupied by the Knapp family,
in whose possession it still remains, but at a
earlier period than that John *
» located lot seven, holding his ¥

ce about where the Messrs, William-

m's house now zraces the scene.

. The Fisher family arrived in the township 3
n 1827, It comprised the father, John, and |
the sons Peter, John, Robert S., and James, |

the two last named of whom are still num-

bored among the highly respected residents |

of the river front. They scttled lot e]even :

slong the river, on which a Frenchman named 2
'. ortier llld'kcpl store belore their location

lhe said store, the first in the township,
ng heen situated on the site now occupied

7 Nr. James Fisher's house. One of the 1
8, John, subsequently settled on lot nine,
‘“'*'- ion three, where one Moe had located #

™ a “squatter” very early, and, it is related, -
W cleared forty acres, when he was obhged

. With the exception of Moe and Peter
ifrench, there were no settlers back of the

ond concession of this township up to

¥

4830, but about the dale wmentioned a b .
"‘Hﬁl named Scott had tcken up a resi-

;‘

¢ in a mud-walled shanty on the banks

'
T

MOUTL Lreck, ot scven, CONCESRIQN '.:

.weﬂuahmlofmremote_:
e continue to reside in the locality

¢ Albert Road eastward, in consequence |

, Am,tber of the pioncers of the Louisville
was Richard Jackman, who came in
settled about the same time as the other

ﬂm'mder his possession and improvements %

pa s
- g o

o it

. vaise a crop of whﬁ.‘ .'mm o! wldc!l,‘

instead of sustaining, deprived him of his Jife
“in this manner: He was following wp along
th~ creck, carrying a bag partially. filled with
- wheat, and coming 10 4 fence on Moe’s place,
- terned his back to transfer his burden (car-
_ried partially across his shoulder and breast),
- when it fell across the top rail, eatching his

throat in its embrace, and thero lu died of
L r*-=nulation.

* About 1833 Peter MrGearlw located on the
5 "at rendercd vacant by Scott’s death, becom-
. ing practically the piopeer of a considerable
- cvpanse of territory thereabout; but three

. years later, in 1836, there settled further

£ A1

down the creek, on lot six, Robert McCubbin ";
end his sons Robert and William, since quite
- promincnt in this part of the township. Thl.'y '
“had come from the Township of Nelson, in
Halton. County. During the period hetween
1830 and the Rebellion, the nucleus of the
Seotch settlement. was formed by the locatum Wy
‘of John McVicar and several sons on lot
cleven, concession four (north ° part),
Malcolm McKerrall on the lot adjoining on
“the west, and Donald and John McKerrall |
- in the immediate neighborhoud, on the banks
- of Big Creek.. Mr. McVicars sons were
" Duncan, Neil, Malcolm and Donald, the *
. former of whom, still residing on their
. original location, has long been a genlleman
i of much influence in the ltl\l‘mhlp, and one |
. of the younger brothers is now a wldcly :
noted doctor of divinity connected with the
¢ Presbyterian College of Montreal. Promi-
" nent among others who contributed to the
. composition of the Scotch Settlement were
E Duncan  McNaughton, now residing jn '.
.. Chatham, who located lots nine and gen, -
. concession five, in company with his G
. brother Dugald and their father’s family, at
- the date prior to the Rebellion; Henry
i Robertson and William Wallace in conces-
. eion six, and James Simpson in concession 4

" eicht. Of these Messrs. Simpson popularly

 identified with the progress of the township,

. both holding. places on the Commission of ~
- the Peace and ‘contributing largely tu; the

« enviable status to which the Scotch Sqtle-

~ ment has attained. ik,
¢ Highway facilities were neither numereus
" nor elaborate “in those early days, and this
. romark in rexard to the comforts of travell-
\ ing holds good with respect:to the eomfm ;
nf lwmg. The Ihver Roul had been cut, ou
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ship up to the neriod of the Reboll!on.
The settlers along Pain Court and Bir Creeks
lowed these trails along the banks of the
_atreams named to a point nearly in vear of
" Louisville, whence they took a eross.cut route
" 0 the River Road, and thence to Chatham,
h&a eentre of their undeveloped commerce.
'idl the closer .attention to internal im-’
: ts which followed as a consequence
d’ the Rebellion, however, Chatham received .
“material benefit in the opening of the Prince
: J\llm‘t. Caledonia and Lindsey Roads, and
_ an increase of settlers in the interior, It
. was well into the present century before even
. & name was bestowed upon this townshin,
the style of its denomination havine previ-
usly been “the third township north of the
Thames”: Dover East and West havine then
. been separately numbered to rorrespond with

‘ " the numbers of those along the south bank.
The date is comparativelv recent at which
the tide of procress extended inland from the
* Seotch Settlement, whose northern limit may
dn stated as the eighth concession. The in-
" tervening period was devoted to settling more
_ densely the territory already circumseribed
5' the slight cordon of pioncers named
'lbon. In the section in rear of Louisville,

Mwa—' ‘

i

- Arnold, Everett and Blackbnrn families he-
" came very numerous; the Merritt then the
. others named. also rose into numerical
prommence and grasped large tracts in that
~ part of the township. while the Shawe and
.Tnxlers alongz the river front above Louis-
b ville. and several of the second generation of
 Frenches along Pain Court Creek, added
L " density to the population of the southern half
- of Chatham,
8 Referrina, after this lengthv allusion to
Meouthorn affairs.” to the settlement of the ©
" Gore of Chatham (which, prior to 1850, be-
5 lcm;.ml to the Township of Sombral. it
3 nhoulcl he stated that the pioneers of this
& pection were principally the descendants of
b the éminrants hronght out by Lord Selkirk.
* and settled at Baldoon in Aurust 1801, That *
_wentiire of the Scottish Earl will he more :
lengthilv referred to in our sketch of Daver, -
L to which the history of the enterprise larrely |
- _ anpertains. Suffire it to sav in this place, ! :
& that of one hundred and eleven pereoms 20
docated in a little colonv on the Baldaon .
‘"B farm. many. and eventually all, remaved to
f L the adincent lands horderine the Svdenham,
' Chenal Eearte. and other nortions of Chat-
" ham Township and Gore, Dover and Sombra.
rominent o hos= who
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. term siemifving “lost channel” annlied m‘s
- the most eaetarly chanmel of the St ﬂmr;{
. delta. but which has heen corrunted inmi

! a blacksmith, was one of the first to settle. |
. while on lot two, James Stewart. another of

. the vicinity of Wallaceburg being a numerous

3

g

T AR N

Ty

. “Suy Cartv” throuch misnronuncintion) was

~ of Wallacehura, He had accompanied his -

~only about fifty years old, the first to pene-

. eighteen; and about the same time, along
. the same stream, between Wallaceburg and
~ the Camden Gore border, Paul Dustan
~ Tlocated on the north bank of the river and

o -

e _37 =

=

Jamea Tohnean, father of Lionel H. ]nhmnu,”v. _

father to Baldoon. where the latter was em-
ploved bv Tord Seltitk in 1he canacity of
nverseer of stock. The Tocation chosen by
. Mr. Tohnson was lot thres, concession one, of -1
the Gore. inst at the head of St. Annc's :
Yaland, the date of his setilement there. abaut | 1 |

1809,  Farther up the “Snv” Charles Ficher, % (]

IRy

Selkirk’s settlers, located ahout the same ime | |
as Johnson. Others of these pionerrs took nn .';
Incations alone the Sydenham, then ealled 4‘

Bear Creek, amone the earliest to setile in |

:
i
4
8

family of McDougalls, several of whom, in-
cluding John and James, settled in the first
concession of the Gore, where traversed by
the river, quite early in the century. ]
Above the village named the settlement is

trate that locality in the capacity of settlers
being George Little on the north and William
James on the south side, the former on lot

Baw i s Wb U i e ot A, st S

adjacent territory, lying partially within the
present limits of Wallaceburg, Captain John
MecGregor drew a grant of eight hundred and
fifty acres of consideration of services rend-
ered during the War of 1812, in which he
lost an arm. This tract he divided among his
eleven children, only two of whom, one son
and one daughter, are now living. '

One of the earliest locatees within the
present limits of Wallaceburg was Lachlin
McDougall, who took up a residence on the
south bank, just east of where the north
branch enters the main stream. There he
opened a store and hotel, the first’ of ecach
in the village. Opposite him, in the angle |

. : i
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~ 1n which we have alluded. The Dover town-

_ynad was Stephen Kinnev, who lomted soon 3
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formed by the main river and hranch. and

east of the latter, his brother Archibald

Joeted. aleo very early in the history of the i Ele

mlace and just east of him was another 3

brother. Heetor, Lot twelve. coneession TwWn, ‘

on which the major portion of the village

now stands, received a settler abont 1830 in |

the person of Hector MeLean. whe resided on

the north nart of the lot. leavine the southern

nartion. where the villagze has sinee heen

hoitt, still a dense forest. i
The western marein of Chatham Township

js not a0 hirhly develoned as other portions

line. forming the rreat hirhway hv which this
wection is reached. was not opened far vears
Jang fter flourishing settlements had been :
slanted heside the waters of the Svdenham.
The first settler on the Chatham side of that

after the rebellion in the ninth concession. !
Here he opened a tavern and entertained those |
who were sa unfortunate as fo be forced by |
the nreesure of circumstances to travel the |
town line in those early davs. a task border--
ine on the imposeible even at thia late period. 1
when ‘the pntrvlike soil is averchareed with |
moisture. The tavern established hy the !
father is still kept by a son. and there is alm'.;1
located a post office hearine the unusually
ennhonions name of “Ouneah.” - 1
The historv of municipal government in l
Chatham Townshin dates back to 1832, on the i
first day of which year a meeting convened |
in the school house standinz on the fiver |
bank. lot twelve (now owned by Adam -
Arnold). when the following named residents i
were nlaced upon the official list for Ihe.f;
township: David Everett and Benjamin |
Knapp, Assessors: Lounis J. Arold.. Cnll,
lector: David Sicklesteele and John Traxler,
Roadmasters; John Fisher. Sr.. and " John
Arnold. Town Wardens; Joseph Blackburn, |
Pound-keeper; Samuel Amold, Town-clerk
No meeting was held in 1833, but certain |
Magistrates appointed Samuel Arnold, Clerk, |
and other gentlemen to the minor offices
For 1831 the list included the names of .
Samuel Arnold, Clerk; David Everett and '
Traxler and Peter French, Assessors.
Jacob ‘Arnold, Town Wardens; Michael °M,
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,'-_ . general !ovel which distinguishes the entire

_county. Its southern portion is marked by au

é’ll ,entire absence of streams, with one or lwo
2 insignificart exceptions, put the gore Is
{ -:; = 'lTﬂVersfd dingonally by the Sydenham, whir.-.h

e enters its Lorders on the north-cast corner at

] t".: . ¥lorence, and pursues 3 remarkably tortuous
x E pE _course to the Gore of Chatham border. The

L Sinks of this_stream_are very fertile 2nd.

ST .n- '!f:r”v.’
. This Chapler
: pus who, in tura,
first seilers.  Though
@ other chaplers

. CAMDEN TOWNSHIP.

e R bounds two incorporated villages,
Pt -7 Thamesville, situated on the north
R ' bank of the Thames; and, Dresden, on either
i ‘bank of the Sydenham. The original towa-

I B “ship of Cwnden West (there being another
yownship of Camden in the Counmty of
| S - Addingten) embraced but a small gore
'S _Ffl;_thapd \erritory, lying between the Thames
{8 s % n the south-cast, the Chatbam township line

-
. -

township of Camden includes within

~ on the west, and the line which bounded the
~ original !adien grant on the north, forming
" also the rorthern limit of Camden. The line
 gelerred to, running due cost and west from
" the Thames to Lake St. Clair, now forms the
~divisign Detween Camden -proper .and the
. Lore, of Camden, s0 called probably because
- it; bears .ot the slightest resemblance to &
- gore. The so-called “Gore” is an oblong-
T e f;llnpel].piece of territory, stretching about
"_'i twelve miles from cast.to west, and four from
~_porthito south.
, The fitness of things has been utterly dis-
_ regarded in the naming of these two sections
- ol the township; for while the shape of the
'.:,m_lled sore .attests the inaccuracy of it
A nomem::’lmure,-thc‘balanca of the township is
* really a zore in shape, and the combined
~ circumstances justify the conclusion that
- when the aames of township and gore wess
" decided upon, their bestowal was decided by
Tot, with 2 resull the reverse of what it should
lm\'c beex.

Camder. extends on the east almost o
i \ of the line before alluded to, with
dw Thaises and Gore of Zone intervening,
Jovy: forming its northern bhoundary 1ill the
Gore of Camden is reached; Dawn, in Lamb-
i County, lies immediately to the north;
the township and Gore of Chaiham to the
west: and the Thames to the south or south-
sast. The Gore of Camden also extends about
hall its lengih to the west of Chatham town:
ship line, its westerly portion beins bordered
on the sonth by that township. The surface

_of Camden is fairly representative of the
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sketches prepared by
Chatham for much
him by the immediate i
with{iut:‘i:chapzeruﬂlbcnl oo
it is thought will be served by . B
Ur. -ucparmld'sg b

is @ reprint from the narraiive
wh was indebted to James Soutar o
wented by the corroborative information sup, i
much of the material
[ in this volume, a good pur

whe story of these early seulements i

Mr. MDemald 't | 0
f his material, ‘
descendants

»
o

own words. ; -

highly cultivated, which remark applics’ '.

with equal justice to the banks of the Thames..
Great natural fertility likewise marks the (o

preater part of the balance of the township,
but lack of drainage prevents its utilization

in some localities remote from the rivers .

named.

Camden, in common with the townships o
the west, received its first settlers about the
close of the last century, when the altered |

former thirteen colonies induced the removal

of so many Loyalists to Canada. Of the

located lot fourteen of the river front. He .

gl a8

representatives of that ciau who came into

Kent county, but very few found their way 5

to Camden, which township remained almost
unsettled until flourishing communitics had
been formed along the river front of the
neighboring townships. About 1796, how-
ever, or soon thereafter, Joshua Cornwall

was a United Empire Loyalist from Con-
necticut, who had come to this locality
directly from Detroit, at which point many
of the pioneers of Kent ‘rendezvoused’, and
others resided, prior to making their on-
slaught upon the forests of the Thames. Mr.
Cornwall’s descendants still living cannot
locate the exact date of his arrival but it was
certainly prior to the year 1800, which was
the date of the birth of his son Nathan, a
native of Camden, the first white child born
within its limits, and from 1334 to 1811 a
member of the Canadian Assembly of Kent,
s his father had been from 1812 to 1816.
Others among the early residents of the
river f{ront were Absalom Shaw, whose
descendants are mow quite numerous in the
township, and Lemuel Sherman, a Connecti-
-ut Loyalist, who located lot fifteen, where
Tamesville now stands, in- 1805 or the
following year, his house being situated just
south of the present village on the river bank.
This was about the extent of the Camnden
settlement until after the war of 1812:15,
when @ new resident came to the township in
the person of Lieutenant Knight, who took
pp a location about a mile east of Kent
Bridze. He had served in the British army
during the then recent unpleasantness, and
soon after its close had married a daughter
of William Baker (who had superintended
the Government ship-yard at Chatham), after

L3 S ,,._,...__-—-\..-a..-.‘_.-:.-...__.;- I

relations between Great Britain and her
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' the bark of the Thames, lot three Camden. |
“° ' Seme of this gentleman’s descendants still
“yeside in the county, i
The most important settlement following

that on the Thames was cficcted along the
Sydenhim Betwees Difwa Mills ‘and Florencs d
about 1820, the pioneers being parties who
had previously scitled on Old Talbot Street
in Harwich, whence they removed to accept {
grants in this locality, on discovering the land |
“eccupied by them in Harwich to have been ]
“already deeded to other parties. :\mongz.i
thote who thus located along the stream |
pamed were John and William Tiffin, Job
Hz!l, and a family named Boulton, ihey |
forming at that time the first scttlement on :
that river, south-west of Strathroy or east of |

" 'Wallaceburg,

" The locality of Dawn Mills was first sctlled
in 1830, the pioneers being William Taylor
“~and James Smith, who built a grist mill on
the south bank of the Sydenham. Prior to
the canstruction of that mill the settlers were
obliged 1o go to Detroit in Canoes to have
their gristing done, the only mills nearer that
point being on the Thames, between which :
stream and the Sydenham was as yet a path- !
less forest. These two gentlemen wie}ded:
- great influence in shaping the destiny of their |
locality; being upright, intelligent, imi'nslri-i.
" ous and enterprising, their efforts were soon 1
marked in the development of the surround- :
ing section. During the rebellion, Mr. |
Taylor was commissioned a captain, and :
raised a company in which Mr, Smith served °
as lieutenant, their property being thus left

to take care of itself until the welfare of the}
state was secured. Mr. Smith marricd the |
eldest daughter of the captain; soon (here-d
, after succecding to the sole comirol of the
mill. He took an active part in municipal |
affairs after the introduction of that sysiem;
was many years reeve of Camden, and eleven
consccutive years Warden of Kent county. |
A village gradually clustered around the |
mills so erected by Messre. Taylor and Smith, |
to which was accorded the name of Dawn f
Milis, for what is now the Gore of Caaden |
was ‘aen part and parcel of Dawn, hence the |
name. By the provisions of the Municipal :
Act of 1850, however, the township limits of -
Carzden were extended” morthward to the |
Sydenham, and later to their present location |
on the Lambton county line. Anothier of the |
early residents of Dawn Mills was Charles
Prangley, who officiated as miller in Smith's
mill for many years, establishing thereby a |
: * wide acquaintance among the residents of that ;
... vegion. A. . Baxter, father of Lieutenant- |

i i i T W
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with his sons, onc of whom, |
Charles, was then grown to manhood, Me, §

| Dawn Mills, it also being the first in the |
4 township, opened about 1836 with Mr |
Taylor, before named, as the other partner; |
) and among other early residents, David |
_ Wallace deserves mention. b

The banks of the river below Dawn M

g
3
1
i
:
?
2

earliest to locate on the south side, about @
midway between there and the present vilh;n! 3
of Dresden, while nearly opposite them, on
the north side, were a family of Traxlers, and
on lots four and five, concession five, just in =

the northern part of Dresden of the prumt.":;
Abram Devens chose a location about 1844, &

Below Dresden, John McDonald settled on
lot three, concession three, among the earliest
residents of the south bank, and a similur1
distinction in regard to the north bank is due
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Ak ish m are nominally two town-
~ Dover East and Dover West, but
_ the existence of the latter is
discernible ouly during periods of low water,
hen Lake St. Clair bhas temporarily with-
. drawn its floods from the region which the |

~ exuberant imagination of ecarly surveyors

~ coined into a township, under the name men:.

o tioned. Dover, by which name we lhl“,‘
. hereafter refer to both townships, is the most.
 westerly of the northera tier of townships in |
~ this county, stretching from Lake St. Clair

. on the west to the Chatham township line on-
" the east, and from the Gore of Chatham base -
3‘_,; ~ line on the north to the Thames on the south, |
- g portion of its south-eastern extremity being
. included within the corporate limits of the 1
©  town of Chatham. :
" The topographical {catures here displayed
" are similar to those prevailing clsewhere

~ throughout the level aveas of the west, except 1
B that in this township a greater percentage of
" Jow lying lands is met with than in neighbor- '}
ing townships, a large area of its extent |
bordering the Sydenham, Chenal Ecarte, Lake -
St. Clair, and the Lower Thames being sub- *
" merged a considerable portion of the year. ‘
~In the interior too there occur considerable |
. greas of semi-swampy lands distributed in
. many localitics, but the excellent character
- A of the soil in more favored sections ¢liiciently .
.-‘-:'_.“i{;,’allraiizes these disadvantages, and secures
= to Dover the reputation of posscssing as high
.’?‘é{é‘ln average of arable land as any of the "
Bo- 4. towpships adjoining, This average is being

q
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.. ' gomstantly elevated too, through the medium -
%' " of an extensive and ‘extending system of

h%‘f“.drnns, some of which agsume immense pro-
Jik ﬁ;"ponions. as notably the Bear Line Draip.

okl
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" emptying into the Thames, which at its mouth
presents much of the appearance of a trench
cut through high banks for a narrow gauge
railway. The natural drains traversing Dovey
are Pain Court, Little Bear and Big Crecks,.
cach of whicl entexs its territory from the

- N

21 '. - adjoining township of Chatham. Little Deay
. takes a tortuous course through an excellontis
' “' azriculiural scction about the cenire of the

* Ecarte after Howingy some distance towards its 1
mouth through low plains. Big Creek also
" fraverses a very fertile tract to within a short 3
" distance of its point of discharging intni
Mitchell’s Bay, and Pain Court Creek is !

~ ghips of Dover in this county— f

township, and dischagges into the Chepal : L%

et =y 2% Mt iy L
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Rk , ¢ pioneTT Jover wega the Dol
. family, the Canadian beanch of which rprang
. valley of the Susquehanaa in

 #ge of active participation in the toils of

.\

" river, in connection with which township ho_

disposed of chiefly to the No

from a United Empire Loyalig who left the |

: a in Fepnsylvania 3
goon alter e olose of the struzale ford
American Indepondence,  Mi. Dolsen waa’
then far advanced in years, and beyond (he

pionzer life, but his two sons, Matthew and
Isaac, weré in the vigor of wmanhood. Ths
former chose a location on the Daver side of.
the river, though the name of Dovep was not 4 =
. then thought of in conncction with this town-§ .
ship, which, after survey, was referred to as |
the “second township north of the Thaves,” ] -
Dover West of the present being then the
“first township.” Isaac Dolsen, the other
brother, located on the Raleigh side of the

will be at greater length referred to. 4
The location selected by Matthew Dolsen
was lot nineteen where he settled probably as
early as 1792, for it is related that when his ¢
family, including his two sons, John and
Isaac M., arrived in 1794, he had already §
made considerable improvement upon the lot. |
Next lot east of Dolsen and of the present
Bear Line Road, was early occupied by
Thomas Clark, who removed thenee to the .
creck banks above Chatham, very soon after
his_first arrival on the Thames and there he*
cstablished the pioncer mill of the county, as
_related in our sketch of Chatham. On the
next lot east, onc Wilmore, located also very -
early, but the removal of hoth of those
. pioneers left the river front between the Beay |
Line and Chatham without a settley foy many
years thereafter.
The ecentre of attraction along the river |
front for a long period was the Dolsen farm
(now owned by William Gray, 1882), where .
the . proprietor’s enterprise had established
several manufactures of considerable magni’
tude, which he continued to operate unfil the
second decade of this century was past,' One
of his first ventures there was a general
trading mart, which he supplied with goods
brought from Buffalo and Detroit in a vessel -
of his own construction, said to have been the °
first vessel built on the Thames, it having { = 1§
been launched within a few yearg of his § -
gettlement there. Later, he opened a distile
lery and grist mill, the former fitted with |
“four “worms,” and the combined establishs 3|
_ments employing eight horses to furnish mo-
tive power for grinding. The immense .
quantities of whiskey thus manufactuyed were
rth-West Cony:
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Mr. Dolsen's poueadq- at that
M a tavern and the red ribbon
. had not yet beeome popular among
gdq'a. it is but peasonable to supposq
..

sly the loeal demand. A tannery, black
ith shop, and coopesngc, in which quite ‘a
stafl ‘of men wero employed added to
Bie volume of trade and height of the dignity

nz ot this place; but with the increase

{ setlement throughout the eountry, the
pllapse of the North-West Company, the

~of trade in general among ‘other

s which an increased population ‘called

to existence, and the many other indefinable

ns which attended the decline of small

de centres in the early days, the spirit of

e deserted this point, and the “hum

f Industry,” which hers established its

prizinal dwelling place in Canada, left for.h

parts unknown.
 Neither was the settlement of the river

low the Dolsen centre either rapid or dense ™

or many years after the pioneer locations
re made. Maithew Dolsen’s two sons grew

o manhood hore, when John (familiarly

own as “Squire John™) retained his resi
¢ on the old homestead and Jsaae M.
look up a home on the lot adjoining on the
their ‘father having drawn a four
bundred acre gramt here originally.  Stil)
frthe down stream the settlement was form.
Jnrhg the present century by John
milton, the Poquettes, and Babys, The

s of Pain Court Creck, below the villaga

il that name, were first settled being ).
e, Loson, who was followed by Gabriel,
fimeay, in order named. All (hese parties
jook passosion of the land as “squatters,™
i at their request Survevor-General Rankin

S sent up 1o survey o tract hereabout (to

¥hich is now accorded granted patents fop-
ir holdings.

'nn inter'or of the township was not

l‘ﬂ] until ahout the time of the Rebellion
l ”I YOora spes
wrvard o settlernont alons

. % rrr

the east centre
! by Thomas Swith, whe located
“ Ihc Chatham town line. in the tenth con-

i"'l'l He was followed somewhat later by
MePharsons, Rankins. and Ashers, in the
ﬂ'l""y of Baldoon Street and Little Bear

e, while i3 conn ction with the settlement

of the rerion intervenine hetween their loca-
tlons and the north end of the township, the

mis of Bishap, Owen and Hyatt prominent-
Y appear,

Ferlns ihs eanese of our narrative nosth-

SLneeeecitates retracine datcs to the year
-01, when the Selkirk immigrants arrlved at

® Baldoon farm, lying within lhe anglo

,.;,aly shure of the “ardent™ went ty

wedine that event. The ¢

Rohaid LY \ 4 Y o Iit
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the Selomdam cn the' south-cast, Thess '
pirnecrs eame to the New World under the
rateama=n of tha Farl of Selkirk, ﬁ'lll& fhll ’T
a nobleman of eonsiderable wealth, vast'
“enterprise and great philanthropic attributes,
ths latter of which he demonstrated by his =
~ endeavors to beticr the condition of many of
his corntre=rn by !msp!mtlng them from ."__ .
- the sterile Hirhlands of Scotland to the festila
. plalns ef Canaca and the North.West. The
E £ <N'n'sad of Wis Immiorants left Croenock AN
In th: «hip Oughton, landing at Montreal in f Jak
July, 1801, They were conveyed thence ta = =
Lachine in French carts, thence up the St 0
Laveance to Ilins-ton in batteaux, thence to
Ilavara by sailing vessel, thenee across
co-n'ry on foot and in vehicles to Fort Erie. = = 0
- end from that point to Amhersthurg and up =~ = 4
iy Deteait River and Chenal Ecarte to their
landinz place, which they veached during lhe
month of August,
“f  To this plasz the name of Bnldoon had %
. a'ready been given, In honor of a parishin =
- the Earl’s Highland cstate. The number of . . =
arrivals at that timesond place was one
L lindr=d and eleven, but another large party i b
who came across in the same ship continued |
their course to the banks of the Red River of
' the North, where they founded the Selkirk
| Scttlement, which now forms so important a
~} factor in the composition of Manitoba. FEarl
Selkirk had received from Government
[ grant of all the land lying between the
. Chatham town line and Litla Bear Line of £ 108
the present, and extending from the northern = = '
E‘ Jimit of the township to within one concession
i' of the Thamecs; among other conditions of
i “the zvant being one for colonization of the |
i territory by a certain number of settlers. =~
i With the object and expection of aceomplish- = |
i
:
:

L4

. inz this purposo and fulfilling those condis =
. tions, he brought out a great quantity of very '

choiee farm stock, including horses, cattle,

gheep and swine, the sheep so brought heing

gaid 1o have been the first introduced imo
- the County of Kent.
{  The colony of Highlanders who ﬁul
| arrived included numerous families bearing
* the names of McPherson, McCallum, Me
{ Donald, McDougall, McLean and Stewart,
i but the McCallums and McPhersons of this
I party have since become extinct, while the
'-' other families have vastly increased in num-

ben. The cutire oommumty rendezvoused on
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‘ _ffmoflbutl.Mmfw
e drawing their means of support
sormon fund provided by the Earl,
ir individual efforts were not sue
u m.uﬁdmyfmdwml
mb referred to was considerably
i by Lord Selkirk at great personal -

g drains, “ete, but the entive grant

oneh hia bacoming financially involved
W ~unable to carry out his grand
scher h detail.  While the partial failure |
&.hmc enterprise is to be regretted,
noble Earl is descrving of high en.

I in bringinz to our shores so large

" an "'-numuly useln] a class of citizens as

s heen developed from the party alluded
gly five of whom now live to relate the |
_ privations and vicissitudes attendant
.]'*-= their carly experiences in the vicinity |
tof the Sydenham and Chenal Ecarte. Lord.
Wﬂ paid several visits to his eolony after °
- first planting it here. He used on such’
'm to come in by way of the settle.
. ments on the Thames, whenee he would
m the woods and plains to Baldoon,
gh g as a body-guard a brawny High-
' lander, a portion of whose duty it was te
. earry the Earl across the orecks and ewails
-~ upon his back.
g a few year< of their settlement at
objections 10 the locality began to
t themselves in the Increasing number
Mlma without a corresponding in-
"M in the facilities of zaining a livelihood

a
—E.‘
#

: hﬂwhulc been  divided up between the
N1 p :
& ﬂllera in small farms. while some of them

removidd 1o the south bank of the river, or

Jﬂd a general disiniesration of the comw .
_D‘lm:l)' succeeded.  Somme of the settlers 2

‘While others pametizte] beyond Intor_ tha
: Tﬂ‘mship of Sonbra, settling along the norlh’j

J pChir, others azain removing to adjacent -
Mlnws in Dover. There were some who
. femained on 1l ori-

- of streams andd channels,
menced about 1) 2'. and tn resist the threatens -
ed Inundation, dykes and levees of sufficient’

8 '}

efforts, the water level continued its up«

"Il'd tcndﬂnf-v and stories are told of harvest

on which e hocks O ripened »---“

- erecting  suitable buildings, con- |
passed out of his hands,

for the liberal and courageous spirit

that piece of territory, though it has §

10 the bank of the neighboring Chenal Ecarte, -
.b(..'::rd in what is now th> Gore of Chatham, 3
of the Sydenham end the River St

“aal farm, however, bul %
.dme were ulilately driven off by the rise 3
“in the water |f‘\rc! of the neighboring nclwoxk '
This rise com- -

ht were constroeted whege the variations
lﬁflurfnc, cendered them necessary. Despite |

!
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‘men still livine in lﬁb region, canoes were :

-~ claim to the tract granted him, it was setiled |

oo 2 1
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* used as vehicles to carry children 1o school
_ across what had formerly hren arable land.
and ths practice of thns ridine on the tide &
10 a seat of learnint. and mooring their eraft )
to the school house door. ll sald lo Ilave been Fid
not inlrequent. 3 N '3,
This state of affairs nf course mnltau-d . i
a retreat of the settlers from the inundated §
localities, and now the once fair scene of | y?
prosperovs acrienltore is a desolate waste. f f'
over which the floods sweep during several §

months of the vear. ¥
After the release by Lord Selkirk of lnl

by families romine principally from the =
north of Ireland without any concerted plan =
of immieration, among wlmm were some of
those referred 1o as locntlm the Baldoon E

honor.
The 'hintory of municinal aﬂ'au's in' Ilm ‘.“-'

township has not been wholly nreserved on =
record, bu'l from the bonl: of earliest mmulea

township officers contained lhe follmnné' '
names: {14
Robert Mitchell. District ~ Conncillor:
Thomas W, Smith. Clerk: William A, Crowe. |
Assessor: Thomas Crowe, Sr. Collector;. |
John Toll Tsaac D. Dolsen and Tohn Lawless. -
Town Wardens.* On the in‘roduetion of the 3
Municipal Act in 1850. Robert Mitchell. St.
Luke Emerv, Adolphus Reaume. Andre '
Peltier and Alexis Urquhart, were elected the |
first Reeve, and the following appointments
to municipal offices were made: T. W.
* Smith, Clerk; William Gordon, Collector; -
Wm. A. John, and Robert Crowe, Assessors; i'
and Thomas Crowe, Treasurer. The list of . °
township officers for the present yem stands
m“m o
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: Wfﬂ Treasurer. ‘

ps are but few poat villages in Dover,

pone of sonsiderahle importance. The

includes Baldoon, about the eentre: o
on the Chatham Town Line: Mitchell’'s =

Pay, ncar the shore of that inlet: and Pain - ® 0

. on the hanke of the ereck of that name, Y

1 scven miles from Chatham. The village <& i
e lustvely French, and contains  °

o vers fine Catholic Church and Presbytery,

3 MW’I. faam saw mill, and a popula-

£ fon, of abeut 100. Tts peculiar name (signi- '-
' chort bread”) was bestowed under the . B
f following circumstances: Before the erection =

E of a Catholic Church nearer than Sandwich.

43 the settlers along this creek were annmally

| yisited by a Priest from that point on a tour ¢

; pﬂmp«'ﬁm\ and collection of contributions §

the Church, The seltlers were then very

, and often 1acved the eascntials of com-
le dict, One of them, with whom the

" Priest used to ston over night on snch visits

L onee expreseed hic wonder at the coincidence - £3
these vicits always {alling upon a date R

o e was without bread in the house. The. 2

 eirewmnstances, thus brought to the notice of
‘the reverend mentleman, resulted in him be- 4

' ((fnln-g the nbove mamz upan the sattlement,
asa

.

& "G‘- Ty b A e

a reminder to the posiden’s of their former Tl
¢ | powerty ond {0 his sueecssors of the

L exprriences attending clerieal duties smobg 4

" tha French scitlers of Dover in the carly dayd F i ,? AR 27 [AGach B
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HARWICH

of Harwich omplu
dmnphiulld'lnugeln
m of the southern tier of Kent
u-uhipo.emdlngfmthe'l'hm
*,.mhhlohl!rieoltbonmh. A
of its north-westerly corner has been
. within the town limjts of Chatham, .
mmdonlhsﬂllbyﬂwmllndm
west by Raleigh.  Of an average depth of
olx -Jwidtlloflwmile’.thiuowmbip
#Mmhundndndlinyoqm
miles of territory, or ninety gix thousand
gores, Its surface partakes of the same uni.
| level nature which distinguishes this
entire county, the only relieving feature being
n.-m.. which traverses the township
‘from Buckhorn in a north-easterly direction
pih Howard town line. = This natural |
 clevation is quite narrow me:llntnlong&.
half of its course through Hanridl,

ﬂ

of considerable width.

pal stream by which Harwich is .
is McGregor's Creek, which, cross-.
Howard ' townline about six miles

:igf

4

direction to within a few miles of
wlluitdwergeutowndllwnoﬂh-
_discharges into the Thames within

'E?iﬂ

S
F

Mnlllp, but McGregor’s is the only
water-course| crossing its entire
The current of all the streams not
in this township, but throughout the

my. is exceedingly sluggish) and, except

lhhg freshets, almost imperceptible, owing
i‘ (40 the intense level natare of the surface.
This latter feature of course prevents any
' great facility of drainage, but not to such an
'M.a to preclude the highest agricultural
' excellence being attained.

' The soil of Harwich is fairly representative
. [ of hard, stubborn, tenacious, but exceeding
Pl\ﬂlethe and durable clay for which the
| county of Kent is noted. Its fcrhl:ty is

J1% L
i

i

hay and roots, which here reward the. labor
‘of the husbandman, and the effects of its
imwllm reflected in the comfortable and
4 appearance which characterizes
M‘hmmead- throughout: the township. “In
_some. localities,. however, the compact . char-
 Beter of the soil relaxes. into a decided loam,

"ds the case along portions of tbe Tham:s
river front,.ond at places along the Ridge.
.Tllue displays of lighter soil do not impaiy

B Blasholn’ it Seosdens semevhat, ]
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limits. Other streams of less con- |
volume traverse different sections

| evinced by the enormous crops of ceredls,

:' i and even into an approach to sandincss, ar
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Thames, flows in a ymeully-_)

4
A
i
3 |

« i o L T ST B e D« i e . o it - N
BPPRTRN s

AN iy

5
L)

i

e

of tlﬁ‘tomhlz in ﬁn'i e i M

Eatiig vt -2 B

x. P £ it T s §
(kb s T L M D ot e B o it

.aremmeulodala. Th-pioueenol
that section were the Traxlers, a family con- '
sisting of father (Peter) and several lom-—
- Peter, Michael, and John—who located lbont
‘three miles above Chatham; John Shepley,
wbotool:uplfumlahondlumdm
' stream from them; Adam' Everett, above the
i Traxlers; and one or two representatives of -
kuu.- Amold family, whoee descendants -are
still 50 numerous along the river fronts of |
Harwich, Howard and Chatham. 'ﬂ:en
parties were all United Empire Loyalists, and j

!hmghmnmghemltnlmadmlﬂer
“the leuuomry War, many of them kad |

and now claimed their “United El;lpu'aj
rights,” in the shape oflandgmuwhwhj

had been here surveyed for them. 101796.4 i

' t’ resided in British territory during the interval i
5

iHugh Holmes settled lot twenty three, river ‘ i
{ front, near Kent Bridge. He was of Irish ! - 2248

birth, but coming to America in childhood, }
herumnnedahmemuonlru] then took |
' a course in Dartmouth , (New Hampshire) | *
f College. He afterwards removed west, and |
- taught school in Detroit, where he married, !
removing thence to the location named in l.he"
i year mentioned. Here his son Abraham, still
living in Chatham, was born in 1797, this
¥ bcmg the first birth in Harwich, so far as we |
" have been able to learn. The elder Holmes,
{ being liberally educated, had his services in ]
' a clerical capacity widely sought by his less. |

'favored fellows, for whom he acted as notary 'I :

ijn the preparation of all legal writings, and | !
was in fact for many years the scribe for the
Lentire community of the river front. He |
subscquently removed to Sandwich, where he |
taught school in the old stone school-house, :
- which then constituted a prominent landmark 1
vof the frontier, his family remaining on the. |
farm meanwhile, and retaining its omnhip o
i“- tollwpreouu day. . ) j
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)3, the towaship of Harwich was
wiaiy ssrveyed by Abraham Iredell,
Lose instructions ineluded ‘an “order o Tay
a “road of comimunication between the -
atham Settlement and Rond Eau or Little
and to lay out two hundred acre lots
cither side thereof for settlement by
jnited Empire Loyalists.” This was accord-
agly done, as some partics claim, as late as °
1797, but the road was not established to the - 4
Jske till 1844, though that portion between -
fhatham and where Blenheim now stands had
long previously cut out and named the
“Mill Road” or “CommunicationRoad.” By
the peculiarities of the. Nu‘vcy ‘Harwich has
n favored with [our “first” concessions,”
one ot the river Thaties (R.T.J, one at Lake
(LE.), one east and one west of Com- °
m Road (E.C.R. and W.CR.), the
_concessions  numbering back from each of'f
these fronts. :
. Although reserved for settlement by
United Empire Loyalists, the land along the:
highway mentioned wunotnoukcn.exeept‘ .
a few lots in the vicinity of Blenheim which,’ &
although drawn from Government by repre-
sentatives of that class was not settled by« #
‘them but subsequently transferred to other
- parties. In the nearer vicinity of Chatham, %
 however, seitlements were made along the © 1
- Communication Road at an early period of
‘lm century. As early as 1804 Phillip
" Toll had located lot six, concession six, River *
 Thames survey, having removed thither from
3 . the Raleigh river front, of which locality he -
“was a pioneer but he subsequently removed
. farther south in Harwich, and became one of '-
 the first residents in the vicinity of the Ridge.
~ The same year Patrick McCarvin drew lot
8 five, concession four, River Thames survey,
~ but did not take up his residence there till
F four years later, he having meantime lived
{ i the neighborhood of Louisville, Chailiam”,

- township. Nearer Chatham, on the site of the
. present cemctery but on the opposite side of

e llI! creek traversing that lot, Solomon Mess-
~more and Peter Smllh had also located at
llll! early date. ' The removal of some of
lllue settlers, and the accidental death of two

llher, left this locality almost .tenantless 'Y

. sbout 1811, in which condition it remained a

- were the drowning of McGarvin in the -
'ﬂnmes above Louisville in 1811, and Mess-
Mre' death by a falling tree the spring

follomng when only Toll was left upon the

. ereek, and his removal sometime after left a-
deserted locality hereabouts.
The lot formerly occupied and lbandoned

,by Toll was taken up by Daniel Field in
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hereby, the ploneer C

eonsiderable time. The accidents referred to
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. rapid for some years thereafter, Among the
next to locate along the creck (McGregor'ﬂ 5

was John Searnes, who located his wifea‘ .
United Empire rights about 1820, and wn’“ :

followed in 1822 by Neil McQuarrie. ".,

~ The sparseness of the population, and thair 2
pecuniary inability to provide the fnc:luiu“ '

for education, public worship, social enjoy-
mem.ﬁca—mlomenuonmyoflhe more
necessary elements of life in the shape of

food, raiment and household furnishings—
rendered the early existence of Harwich |

~_pioneers the reverse of luxurious, while in

‘material status subsided several degrees be-
low ordinary comfort; but the will-power
and courage ‘which had guided them to the
selection of this region as their future homes,

sustained them in uncomplaining patience
during the reign of want and poverty, tiding =

them eventually in safety through those 3

narrow straits, and securing to them a degree

of comfort and independence highly compli-
- mentary to their energy and application.
Longfellow -has described the Puritan pil-

~ grims as having “short allowanee of victual,

_and plenty of nothing but gospel,” which- 3

degree of plenteousness was denied to

-Harwich pioneers; but under the order of

- things long since inaugurated, throuch the

medium of their muscles they and their
dumdnumujoyplmyol'ﬁhﬂ\

LD 1 . ! ¥ . Pl
b el 4
4 N A
2 ¥k = it-Sx "

]
!
L '
1
*
i
L] !
ol -8
T
.
I
I i1 A
.
1]
Iy Ko vl . i T wigy
PRV SR ﬂl‘a—.a W .Aﬁ.....a »-.. sl Ss 814 s e

2 g ¥

5 o

\"#

-

.&‘ —r
T 1R

e

l

oS Y

ol L O




and Harwich on the west, the River
~ Thames on the north, and Lake Erie, on the,

 hundred and five square miles. and ranks
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-
it - " e I\

s HOWARD

bt - 2 4

~ FIHE Township of Howard occupies 11
b position between Orford on the east

t-._'._!.mulh. It contains an area of about one

‘second to no township in the county in point

of agricultural excellence. It is quite densely

settled by a peculiarly thrifty and enterpris-

ing class of {armers whose labor has rendered

«  Howard onz of the most atlractive townsh'ps

_in appesrance to be found on the map of

western Ontario. Especially has the feature

_of attractiveness, both natural and artificial,

been hizhly developed in the vicinity of

Talbot Street and Lake Shore, where a

succession of handsome and even elegant

farmsteads form a picture of rural beaut

rarely surpassed in any of the other agricul
 tural sections of Canada.

The topographical characteristics of How-
ard are somewhat more varied than those of
the townships farther west. The township js’
traversed by a gravelly ridge running at a

. distance of about five miles from the shore i

i

ol Lake Erie, toward which sheet of water the
surface gently slopes on the south, while to
the north of the elevation alluded to a’
gradual decline toward the northwest is
obscrvable. The “Ridge” forms the only
“water ch>d™ in the township, numerous
small strcams Nowing thence into the lake
on the oune hand, and toward the Thames on}
the other. A network of rivulets combine to |
form the volume of McGrezor’s Creek in lhiq_!
towaship, and to the north of that aystem"
several others of local importance. Field's )
McGorgan's and Arnold’s Creeks, afford con-:
venient drainage. The #oil of Howard is of
a generally lighter and meore porous con-
sistency than is found in the west riding of
the county, the vicinity of the “ridge” beings
especially devoid of the stubborn clay fea-
tures which characterize other townships of}
Kent. There, a gravelly loam of great}
fertility and pliability predominates, and
though in other parts of the township a
somewhat heavier grade of soil is found, it
in no locality assumes a nature too compact !
to forbid its classification as a rich loam;
with alternate inclinations to clay, sand and!
gravel. Dy nature Howard has been morc)
. favored than any of her adjacent sister town- 1
ships, in being provided with a soil quife a3}
productive as is clsewhere found, whiic being
morc convenient of tillage, and draincd by !
natural waice dourses.
[he Township of Howard remained unine’
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habited representatives. of ‘the - Anglo-Saxol g i S e
rare until the Ameri : LI el

" Accordingly, when the surrender of Dritish

- authority in Michigan hecame a forsjons
conclusion, a considerable exodus ol resie
“dents of Detroit and vicinity to the western,

" west to' Detroit, I+ raided there a short

the sentimental desirability of Ifm ]

their residence oncs srain to British territory.’

X

counties of Canada took place. Amenz thel
devotees of British institutions, who then filed
tp the Thames, secking a new home under the
flaz that many of them had fought for during |
the then recent strugale, were the pionscrs
of Howard. ! pi
Among those was Isaac French, who 3§
located lot three on the River Front probably -
as carly as 1794, but removed thence about
two years later after disposine of his interest
therein to Frederick Arnold. who was a native”
of Berlin, whence he emigrated to Pennsyl- 3 §
vania. Espousing the Rovalist cause, he bore § §-
arms against the Continentals during the.
Revolution, and was obliged to quit the
country or take the oath of allegiance alter$
the termination of that struggle. ~Coming

period, then removed to Petite Cote below
Sandwich, remaining a couple of years and
removing thence to the Thames about 1796
as above outlined. His sons, four in number,?
were respectively named Louis, John,
Christopher, and Frederick, the first two
named of whom located on the river front in
Chatham township, the younger ones remain=|
ing in Howard, where their gostcn'ly to a
large number still reside. Yl 7
" Previous to the location of the Arnolds;f,
lots one and two, adjoinin? the Harwich town |
line, had been taken up hy J. G: Ribley, and |
lot four by one Miller, who was _iuhsequenllﬂ
drowned while fishing in Lake: St: Clair..
Lot five was settled by William- Howardl
gbout the tame period and lot six next.
adjoining on the easty was patented to
William McCall, who was soon after suc-
cceded in its possession by John Carpenter,’
and beyond him to the east were John Gordon.
on lot eight, Nicholas and Elihu Cornwall
on lot nine, and Jacob Quant, who had borne
the chain for Patrick MeNiff,-in the survey |
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alnd. who were United Empire

u- the setticment of the Howard river
did not extend for several years. The
. did not expand in any direction
with great rapidity for a considerable time
,'7‘ its first settlement, though new

By

to time, the progress of the entire
during the first two decades of its

‘ nt being of a very moderaie order.
Quite early in the present century, however,

became gradually quite dense.

tlder Arnold erected a small saw mill on lot
s, on the banks -of a small ereck, since

 soon added gristing apparatus, both of

ch branches of industry were extensively

lud by settlers from long distances for
- years.

.‘"'l'hﬂe was o rapid de\-elnpment ‘obsery-

12. exeept such as took place within the
its of the locality outlined in the fore.
oing paragraplhs.
of the township was still an unbroken forest
without a white resident, save John Crawford

in 1809, and there continued to reside amid
a2 solitude of the mighty forest and the mur-
of the lake until their isolation was

000n before the outbreak of the Anglo-
Americon War of 1812, removed to lot eighty
ight, Howard lake shore, where the latter
haill the fivst mill south of the Thames in
Rent County. The Hackneys were English-
1, romained in single blessedness during

," grcater .portion _of their natural lives, .

4 exl’bited other peculiarities which dis-
L "nlshcd them from the “common herd,”
ind ~a‘nxd g considerable degree of promi-
pence along Ahe shore. It is related of
iNed,” as one of the brothers was invariably
alled, that chancing to visit a house in the
isihorhood where an infant girl was
€2p in a eradle, and. the mother expressing
L dﬂr‘ for a new eplint broom, he offered
“swap™ such a broom for the child when
should have

:" ed” performed his part of the contract;;

ifilment of the other part, .

dons to its population arrived from

h Johnson scttled on lot one, and, with -
Ioution of others, the population of this ;

.  Soon after his advent upon this scene the -

i Amnold’s Creck. To these facilities

¢ in this township prior to the War of -

o in upon by the influx of otler settlers, -

V‘Mﬂnnnmu.mlotmlu %
- nuldenlot thisteen at quite
date, though not as early as the

and beyond the location occupied

The entire southern past - .

and famﬂy, who took up a residence on the
Lake Shore adjoining the Iarwich town line

grown to womanhood, The = °
0Ter boine jokinaly accepted, as is stated, 3

and in alter years successfully soliciled the

,addmnn to those already mentioned ' being -
i Freeman Guen, William Brown,
* Palmer, Murray, Walter Galbraith, McGill,
t John Armstrong, Jos. Lyons, John Shippy, .
Peter Stover, James Clarke, James Leonard, et
" Jacob Smith, James Brown, William Fisher, :‘*
. i’]'tam: Bell, Thomas Lambert, and Samue}.

i ol .)r- fr

mnt a‘om"l'llbot Strcctomri'ul,ip urther- SLEe
~ance of the governnental plans which Colonel

to soporintend. Here, as elsewhere along dlu"

¥

“eotilement duties” prescribed at the time,
which liave been repeatedly described in this
work.  The previous fall of 1816, however, .

had marked the arrival of the pioneers uponm, . 3

‘1h2 site of Morpeth, in the persons of thres.
Nrwa Scotians, the brothers, Joseph and
Rohert Woods, cnd the former's son Jnmu,-'”
vil"azs, has ovir since resided in the vicinity
and is raw epending his declining years at |
Troy. The trio named returned east with tbé
enprdach of winter, and the following spring
r tuned to their western location and formed
the vanzvard of a numerous colony who, in -
1317, and the- vears immediately following,

maoved into the neighborhood of < which
Marneth now forms the centre, coming from
th~ river front. There were six in number,
na=1~d respectively John, William. Samuel,
lesse, James and Thomas. James Cull settled
-on lot ninety two, north of Talbot streets,
his brother Samuel opened a blacksmith shop.

iwo south, were taken up by Woods brothers
‘ mentioned: and the arrival of others in the

forest into a scene of pioncer development.
. Those, whose location here came next'in
‘order, where John Desmond, afterwards one
~of the most prominent men in the township,
and Nicholas Cornwall from the River Front,
who built a mill on his new location.

Thé settlement along this street became

quite dense within a year after the arrival! % v
'of those named, the locatees on the south =

¢ side, commencing at the Orford town line, in

“Crawford. On the north side of the: street
at the same time were located one Tipp, on .
e east, and lhenee tmu;d tha wﬂt (beu

Ta'bot, as general land agent was sent oul -'t,. ig

shore of Lake Erie, free grants were made to '*-*_f? ‘;
- seltlers on condition of the not very onerons .

S4B

who cut the first tree on the site of that By

g

“ ":

aled alons Talbot street in this township.
Early in the year 1817 the Cull family

in the vicinity; lots, ninety one and ninety

same locality speedily transformed the recent
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BT s ‘atore mentionsd) the lia tacluded |
Samuel Brundage, — Stewart, Isaac Swartz, 3

~ Edward Scarlett, George Hewitt, Alexander
 Goff, Willian Desmond, John Bell, Rufus |
Hubbell, Lovell Harrison, lsrael Smith, | . [

~ Thomas Brown, Joseph Richardson, Joseph, .
Oakky. Joseph Wheatley, Mark Chase, Ben-
~ jamin Bell and Adam Richards. The only. |
_survivors of those named above who then.in- §
vaded the wilderness armed with the imple-. ‘
~ ments of husbandry, and the courage and
patience so characteristic of the pioneer, are
John Desmond and James Woods, both of
whom have considerably exceeded' the age
prescribed by the Psalmist. !
The first store in Morpeth was opened by
Edward Lee, who had established a similar
institution on the Howard and Harwich town
line about 1822, and removed to Morpeth
about 1826. It was about the latter date that
the name now borne by the village was con-
ferred upon it by choice of the people, that
of ‘Jamesville’ having been diligently urged
by James Cull, who owned the lot forming
the north west part of the village. In 1828,
or soon thereafter George Duck came to the
township, settling on Talbet street about
midway between Morpeth and the Harwich
border, where he opened a store and ¢
continued its management for a leng period.
Mr. Duck was one of the most active and
influential public men of the lomhny up
to a comparatively recent date, serving the
" people repeatedly in a representative capacity
B in Township, District and County Councils,
(/ and contributing in numerous ways to the

: -".',lsw hanut AT r it r
RRC _)f John Svme,hmel Wmmﬂaﬂl

hurst,

- and Ebenezer Colby, J\Meﬂlu?wbm
_ connection mthﬂnuﬂvneﬂhnmtndnbr

- sequent developments of the Ridge rendered

~ them conspicuous were Thomas F‘rencb. -
 George, John and Henry Reeder, Levi Corne §

. wall, James Scaife, John. Palmer Dﬂid oo
McKinley, Thomas Dickson, Samuel Kildml.

John Brylmnl, and Richard Rashton. the last

R

P

and gave to that poinl the name of leuoaa f
Corners, which it still bears.
The development of this section was lmt j
particularly rapid for some years. thoush the §

“ gradual expansion of the clearings and
appearance of well cultivated farms pro- R
claimed that industry and enersy were the |
- order of the period amonz the pioncers. The |
settlement progressed as is wsval with rural ?
localities.  With the production of erain -
which followed the clearing of the forest,
came the establishment of nnmerons dis-
tilleries. whose product was liberally ‘pare
taken of by those whose inclinations took that
bent. It is related that. for want of more
convenient vessels in which to carry thi=
fluid, metallic hells were used, beine carried
by the “clapper”—thes articles havine been
anite plentifolly manofactured by an Orford |

blacksmith, who used to =end them ta the |
_ loeal centres for sale hv such of the neighhors g :
a8 chanced tn he thither bound; hence the
utilization of them for the porpose named.
The stvles of wearine aoparel, both in °
texture and desien. wer~ then of a very
. primitive order. the fabrics heine spin Iﬂ the
~ domestic wheels, woven in the home lmms. :
~ and dyed in lye to impart a “fast” f‘q'lnr of '3
butternut brown for Sundav wear, Chyechas '
and schools were few and far between il
the settlement advaned in aoa considerablvs.
but previous to their sstshlishment. jtinarant
preachers expounded holv writ in diq_ﬂ!"ﬂfr"':
houses throughout the townshin. A" loe
school house, the first south of the Themee

i
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material interests of the community.

The locality of the “Ridge” in this town-
ship was included in the tract under the
management of Colonel Talbot, but continued
in its primeval state until 1823. The first
stage in its development was marked by the :
location of settlers upon the site of the pre- 4 :
sent town of Ridgetown. The distinction of 3 settlement, was built on Lovell Harrigon's
cutting the first brush heap here in 1882 is 5 farm. Talbot Street, where one Fastman first
accorded to Edmund Palmer, who still re- { 4 E presided as pedagogue, beinz followed in that

b
3
P
]
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sides in town, a son of David Palmer _ capacity by a gentleman named Ravd, The
mentioned among the early  residents of. first school house en the site of Ridectown
Talbot strect. The occasion of that incident " was erected about 1830 by William Nach. on
was a trip to this place by the gentleman James Watson's farm. being first taught by
named in company with Alexander Marsh, onc Gowdy: and to John Moody is ascribed

their object being to clear a space and erect &‘ : the credit of having built the first mill in this
a log habitation for the reception of the : festbioe t?:::_a;m‘.mhmm_‘m 2444

fam;l\ of William Marsh, father of Alex- i._,.. RSERE ALy
ander. who had drawn lot nine, concession”
ten upon which he took his residence early
in 1824, becoming the pioneer of the Ridge
Road. The same year Edmund Mitton
located lot ien, concession nine and built & |

" housc opposite where the town hall mow . 0
3 g "E!i." eral_other_ f Dara -
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hostility to the. Atneriean, Covernmént ‘*ﬁ

the

, lying: south of
From that river it extends 8

of about twelve miles 1o Lake.

- m“ cﬂ‘ﬂ" .ﬂd

e b o - ",,',,m“ﬁf.'.h:ﬂ
{ ¢ Aldborough in Elin ' 2
'3 of A . ]

N

' pordering the ‘fhames midway between M

: mOr&uthmildﬂd]ulyl(hh.l?ﬂ.fF
| numd-quso.mmlmﬂngdn*g

‘ habunloq.u;[oglm promises. This village, 4 M
ks whzchwml&dodﬂlhﬂmﬂhbmkof!h“ £ ,;' e

proceeded 1o build .ama'.;'

river, was burned by .the. ‘victorjous Ameris! g 3
-cans wnder 'Gengral Harrison, October Ath,
lgl.';. when its defenders, including the ”
notorious Tecumseh, were so disastrously '3
- defeated and the chief mentioned killed,
After that catastrophe the band removed to

the southern bank and built another vﬂlago.
now called Moraviantown, but which was
 formerly called New Fairfield: Bl wnllng
‘of these Indians in 1851, the ambior of
“Smith’s Canada™ says .that -about three
~ hundred and fifty acres of the river flats had = . = i
" been cultivated by them, and that as late as i ) R
1817, the community numbered one hundred
and sixty seven Indians of the Delaware, and

estern limils, are reserv 1
mm;dememd y of the Moravian n&lim‘:.. ol‘_ g
: ?hom more will be said anon. Exclusiv

| ship sre-occupied by sctvel .z::t{n.l;.:z %
one.
,‘! ol TI:A.::MJ valuation of this
a including the personal property’
on, is $1. 018,811,

, ‘Troquoia tribes. Up to that date no natural - 2
: ied mws“phiﬁ“‘ L " increase of the uumbet had occurred, but it % ‘
. Orford presents more v:! rownship in the ™ had received accessions through conversions f ‘.
features than 30Y 1T rern border along © from other bands. A German missionary was | =
‘ county. Enle:l;am’ a succession of quite g B supported by them; the habit of drinking ‘1-""::_, ;
T.‘bo; defined hills, which ﬂmd;m"‘::_ 4 - : h“dmm“m oa 3"‘; extent, "::b:' ot ¥
' gharply surface # * stated, they * pt themselves more r R g
- Clc:l‘:‘:olr‘::chn rehmlhm:e than the white people.” By a second Order = _,‘
. gides into a f the Lake “ in Council, dated February 26th, 1795, a N ‘
emote irom: . a5y ’ ry y =
rto its 'mcrg l:'::c 'uhgll‘lt clevation traverses e ~ survey of that part was made about 1816 or
Shore, a Ndg lar ordes from k
ther irregular a
h wﬂﬁh‘p in Ta s

1817, a douyble tier of lots being laid out, A
3 ~ one on cither side of what is now called =
. Talbot Street, which is located one and 2
. quarler miles from the shore, the southern " =
- tier of lots extending to the latter point lhe

4
b

" line the wMiddle Road” bas been s\;e‘:e“ae‘
wltll a range of lots extending on € s
_out. of uniformity with the later :M v
i N rth of this ridge the surface is 3 B

l
* gnwmstmdalms ihe crest of that out
P

- ~=
(PR b e
. o ¥
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~ northern tier an equal distance in an opposite P
: ith slight knolls in some «  direction. The tier of settlement reached tlnnh
B} level cxpanse, - by corresponding de- . * township from the east in 1816, but pioneer © 5,
v B e th c,n:ral level, but neither \ locations were not at first so numerous L i
B ; ¢ pteﬂlom below ':1“ to merit the apph‘f" p i . throughout the extent as along this same 3
7 atrongly “‘"ke‘ a:iulalmg » The soil of 3 .~ street in Howard, next adjoining on the west. - 4
s ¥ hon of the term “?d in character ahd con’ \ The first actual settler within the township _
, Orford is also varie he south of Talbot | | was John Bury, who located at the mouth of £
0 _ sistency, that 1yi ng to“ the most pmduch\'ﬂ 1 . Clear Creek on the Lake Shore in the !i'prim; 5.1 .
Street being cons creon inclining to loam at g . of 1816, being followed about 3 year later = . _
g lt is of clay comP‘:‘““ or‘th of that ;horough t by David S. Baldwin, John Kitchen |, lnd i
“gome pointsy while !:ami is in some places i i Samuel Burns. Aecomptmym,, Mr. Qtlry was  Fl T
ifare a tendency :’ orth the stern features 4 . his son Phillip, then grown to manhoud wha CoAk
ohservable. Fart h:; e" Shore relas into 8 de : ~ settled upon, the northern part of lbe ot £

“1;':; ;1'“\ :chltmh js in tumm succeeded by 8- | 1 °°°“P'°d by l"' fau'“” d"‘ one """t “" 8‘ :

v | oam . ; _ ik it

the
o light sandy | soil around nghgat;e .::;nigy l
' norﬂwm centre of the township, ¢ g i ‘
of the Thames pmnkmg of much the same i
' fmr;;:gc area ip the porthern part :: (‘J:Im'd i
E was early granted by Govemul::e‘ A 2
| Moravian Indians, together wi s )
| able tract on the narth ‘bank © lhnmes“re ‘\
b b Camden and Zone: These Indians ik
& p rincipal mmnnt of the once flourishing
b the 4 lpl he . Morayian, or. United ..
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_ Wo-""um-u 3
4 south of Talbot Street (No.
) m.ﬁ;:zhm Baldwin referred to; -
¢ Jocated opposite Baldwin, and Km‘l\:‘c:l'l'
- Jot Rfty four, porth side, now l.he ;
ough town But a short interva
ra between the location of the first ::ld. :
J ;lh last of the three last named. 'nlel'e >3
wed soon after them several fnmul.len :Md -
)'k but a bricf period, being frightened “3
" of their forest locations by the mesy
- hmhhipl and privations which ch-r.:tmm ;
e life of the pioneer, unattended y‘ - q
R (omofnconapondingde_gt:eetomr v
: Of these fsnuhea':i‘:;l;c:dn 4
‘aid th interest the
- d:.clla:‘::l?r atay in Orford having baen '_
Pt about equally brief and uneventful, :ul “th:.: ]
A ‘pames in most instances forgotten }m -3
o semained behind and reaped the LS
 their severe exertions in the “times 4
. men’s souls.”
i Among the next p

- posterity sl : ‘
Il!hemtywns Eliskim Newcomb, who settled

" on lot sixty two in the
 brought with him a numerous

 cluding his sons
" Elizah and James, the second of
i resides, at an advanced age, -
RS oad.  Farther to the west, the prominent
e rs were Jacob Street and John Eberle,

h‘;é.j'who settled, each with a fannily of sons, on
A

o lot seventy two where P.lm:;:. ::,d-:; '
"'-i‘; located, the former off the n“hl“mt stm:

on the south side of oet, 3
" l:un:ng Mr. Strect’s sons, some of who:n n:nr; 1
""" \hen but boys, were ]ose.ph L Ch;“ c:n e
Samson, the homestead still remaining e
»pwmwsion of the former. The mns t; g
¥berls, some of whom still reside in _
it John, Josephs 1

b teinity. were Abram, }\nlhony.. :
;l:l::\;}and William. Nathaniel Mills was
another of those to whom the early progress
and pioneer of this

i {
" He located on lot sixty nin€, porth side ©

b Talbot Street, among the earliest residents,

: and for many years
" 2nd esteem in the commi

; <8
his sons are still among T \
and useful members of society hereabouts,

' ne of them, the 'Hon. ‘D.avid 'Mills..:\l::it;z :
r | long since acquired a national reput

- the political arena.

On lot sixty three sout

" located al

: i ) 1ooady drawn and occu
t lot had been alr ady

sk \other party who removed

Gesnerp took a very

. David H. Gesner

~ g short period by ar
from the township. ‘Mr.
active and leading
‘public affairs for a

long time n_fger the
. troduction of & ye of zaun!

u
nrm

arude

locality is largely due. !

of
part in the manngemcm_in' . :

3.
\
1

v

held a place of influence ¥/
nity. Several of |
he most popular 4‘

:
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.n early date. though not ‘:;cd"'
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3 self-government was extended to the prople; -

' _many years, and the political features of the

:\:&.@ W ii w

- general and the “atreet” in particular. Other 1
"~ pioneer names which figure in the history of 18

3

overnmen|

~ useful .ofﬂw -Wi:l}

a man of more than
and as popular as he was
interests of the township ‘in -

- progress along this thoroughfare are those of |
William Ridley, who located on lot sixty one
- north, and Alexander McTavish, who settled
- farther west at a somewhat later date. =~
Another of the inflnential men of his day
was George Henry (whose sons now conduct 1
grain merchandising in Chatham), a gentle. |
man of considerable enterprise, who came to
the township about 1830 and built a grist
~ mill on the Lake Shore on lot sixty one, this
being the first mill in Orford. Prior to the
date of completion the settlers were obliged
to go to the neighboring Townships of
Aldborough and Howard for milling con-
veniences. About the time of Henry's build-
ing his mill, Duncan McLaren established a
saw mill on the creek traversing lot fifty two,
adjoining the Aldborough town line. One of
the most noted institutions then possessed by
the township was the tavern opened at Clear
Creek (now Clearville), by David S. Bald- ¢
~ win, soon after his location there. At that
hostelry a good share of the public interest
centred, and there were all reforms and
improvements, either proposed, impending
or accomplished, discussed around the cheery °
log fire that blazed on the spacious hearth |
of “mine host.” That, too, was the “seat of
government” after the privilege of partial

‘there the “town meetings” were held for .
times were discussed with all the profundity |

of rural statesmanship. A school house, ]
erected on the creek bank south of the road,

' was atdlded to the attractions of the locality, | - Rt 518

_ arrived in February, 1826, and the spring =

and “there in his noisy mansion, skilled to. 3
rule,” David Herring taught the young idea
how to shoot, he being the first or among
the first to wield the tawse in Orford. ,
The vicinity of the Middle Road was '
settled about eight years later than Talbot
Street, the survey of this locality havine been
deferred until about 1826. The first honse
in this portion of the township was built by
John Blue on lot seven north, where he still .
lives, though now in the decline of life. He

Y
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following, lot four, both north and south of
the road, was taken by the brothers Duncan

" and Daniel MecTntyre. The pianeer location «

" “~ on the site of Duart was made about two
" years later by John Hatch; Timothy

il o




assisted in the survey of this ,

i sun. as did also John Sinclair, who
1 been similarly connected with that work.
As the settlement
i noed of milling facilities was met by T.
A McLean, son of the then Chief Justice of
b pame. He established at Duart an
| tensive steam saw mill and other branches
o industry connected with the timber trade,
od for a long time wiclded a vast local
+ uence, through this medium, and from him
4id the village receive the euphonious name
4 bears:’ The first store in the village was
spened by James Taity who was also the first.
he is the present Postmntﬂ.}lhepod
¢ having been opened in 1857.
North of Duart, in the vicinity of Muirkirk
the present, the settlement lagged con-
wably behind that of the Middle Road,

‘7 mwldmullMOdldlhdndion.‘

its pioneer settlers, among whom may

,; rl John and Duncan Gillis, Thomas .
Simpson, David Ford, Thomas English and

William Curtis. Still farther toward the
river, the: land was held by the Moravian
dians until 1858, when they mnenderefi
all except: the block above referred to as
being now held by them, whereupon the
portion so released was thrown upon the
market. and soon thereafter sold among
settlers, the list of names identified

the history of this section including

hose of Marcus, Sussex, Donald, Grant and
Parker on the east, and Brown, Norton, Me-

Farlane and Richardson, on the west of the

present Reserve. P
The locality of Highgate was first settled
several brothers of the Gosnell family,

'who arrived there some time prior to the
“survey and setilement of the Middle Road.
Most prominent among the early. residents of
ithat’ name were Joseph, John, and James,
iwhose posterity have now become very
numerous in that section. The members of
this family early exercised a leading influence
n township affairs. and have in later days
| been closely Identified with the progress of
this community and the municipality at
Marge, Others who bore the burdens of
‘vioneer life in and adjoining the Gosnell
Scttlement, as that locality was then called;
i were John Les, since Warden of Kent, Finlay
' McKerricher and his son’ William, now one
of the leading citizens thereabouts, and
Thomas Tape, which latter name is now
borne by a large number of the enterprising
tesidents of the neighborhood.
" Those were indeed tirties of wild and yough
“experiences, when the unsmoothed surface of
'-‘JL__-,"_ < 1 Yoo .

E “,np-fm-omhunumlho‘

of this section progressed,
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" the occasional visitation of comforts which,
" though of so abstractly indifferent a grade

L« 80-considered hardships of life, yet then, by
 “the very force of their contrast to the pre-

became decided luxuries. True, game wan
_plentiful in" the dense forest which then

“alwaya provided with the means of purchas-

¢ productive of annoyance and danger rather
+ than sport;~wheat fields required watching
. 10 repel the foraging expeditions of deer and
" turkeys; while the sheepfold was in constant
. danger of © receiving wolfish

- achievements in gunning during that period,
* one disciple of Nimrod baving, as is related,
. brought down an even dozen wild turkeys at
- 'one shot. ' The absence of streams probably
. alone accounts for the non-recital of equally
“ reasonable fish stories. It not unfrequently

their journeys to or from other settlements
" or villages, and while awaiting the dawn, be

'k entertained by the cheering refrain of a

* wolfish chorns, reciting their desire for more
* intimate relations with the settler’s ox team.

L denizens to the door of a settler in the night,

 hunted and exhausted creature as easily as
. though it had been domesticated.

But the exercise of those habits of industry
- and perseverance so eminently characterigtic
: " of the averace pioneer soon transformed the
£ wilderness of Orford into a series of pro-
- gressive setilements; and with the - additions
£ fo the population -and increase in the wealth
(- of the people, the pace of progress quickened,
~ the forest became diminished, the clearing
¢ expanded, and this township was soon accord-
. “ed a place among the most promising in the

-

. march of improvement and development heen
. here observable. The industry of the sires,

" aided by the spirit of enterprise which hag
characterized the. people of this. townghip
. throughout its entire history, is now reflected
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" vailing monotony of toil and privation,

L stretched almost from limit to limit of the

| township, but its very plenitude robbed it of 3
i pecuniary value bevond such as attached to
. it as an article of food for the settlers, not

. ing supplies. In fact, the number of beasts P
b0 and birds then haunting the forests was often

I rec attentions.
i Stories are told by the pioneers of remarkable .

& happened that settlers would get benighted in i

. On one occasion a deer was chased by those - %

whereupon he went out and caught the

" west. At no time has a halt in the omnr(] v

‘. inherited and exercised by the sons, and °

in the handsome villages_and snooeseiog of -

o+ as would now give them a place among the .

8
eyt

» 35" E ; e .ﬂ’. .: X I '.‘ k. [..’ 2% S
- r- » ‘u— Maiat. £ .f“.;’ .4--»::,."-' 2 AL LS e R o s . ' L S
o deds B2 ens g = o v ‘ T

RAXTY ¥




‘h
it
9

"R “ﬂﬂ..""f*""’""'”""" 2o o -.n g 0 ‘fﬁ{ ) yobi - " ".-’
e s i e i i 4.0 77" Duart s the township “capital” as there” 1 |
_ g . v the Town Hall is located.  Tts other attrac. = . |
srmsteads throughout its limita, : .. tions embrace a brewery, steam mills, tl'lm -./- N
dy premises, elegant buildings, :! - nwores, several shops, and a population : '
 orchards, and other equally at i : Mmbwdmd.hw!udlngmwm~’ i

mu-. denote the fertilityof thy !

. decc the | practitioners.of the bealing art. Clearille, | |
and thrift peop '

lituazedonTllbotStreelnﬂlermnpd

]. of municipal government in Clear Creek, contains two stores, churches, 2
ace in 1828, on the 7th day of | hotels, shops, and a small rural population, |

 of whwh year a “Town Mecting” Palmyra, also on Talhot Street near the % 3

- g

‘Q  held at David S. Baldwin's tavern, mmﬂ . " iu | westem border of the township, bomsts
Croek, at which the following named parties U . . . attractions similar to those of Clearville. -

elected to official positions: David H. ‘ ety 1" Highgate is a station of some importance on %
M. q«k James Mmhom ‘John l ME b ) the Canada Southern Rl""ly, 'l‘lldl ‘
Kitchen, Aessessors; John Stewart, Johm, | ([raverses the township from east to west near - v
\Bury, Jr, Joseph Gosnell, Danicl Mclntyre, | <. = | ‘the centre. It is twenty six miles from ‘
M, William  Bury, Constable; - ; i A Chatham, contains a popu]atiqn about three ﬁ i
ilism Ridley, Collector; Alexander Me. | A B hundred, steam saw, oat and ﬂounnz milh., # PR
1"'& Eliskim Newcomb, Poundkeepers;* B ! <. two churches and the conveniences in mail, '} R
Fred Lampman, James McLaren, Town'| . (telegraph and express matters incident lo " ing
Wardens. Mr. Gesner was continued in the * [ peeg e B l'mlwny villages. - : i

" Turin, a post village between the tenth lnd
eleventh concessions pear the Howard town
o the Clerkship by Archibald Walker, who, 4 line, and containing church, school and shop, '.
“was In turn followed by Peter Lampman in @ | completes the list of trade centres within a |
m be giving place to Daniel Morehouse _1 b '+ township whose chief attractions consist in i
the year following. In 1845 Mr. Gesner ‘was '] --its highly wrought fcﬂility. and the mEel]i-'.‘ j
again installed in the Clerk’s office, and held ¥X -gence, industry and _thrift ror hich i 8
that position thenceforward till 1853, when /.| people are noted, | R R
“he was succeeded by his son John H., who | ,.wmwww-* A el
continued in the incumbency of the position '
* till 1865. In the latter year James C. Me- ;.
 Donald received the appointment, holding it
_ten years, and in 1875 the present elcient
-ﬂ courteous officer, Henry Watson, of *
, Clearville, was entrusted with the duties of oy Jowe o 0 WK
ofice. The succession in the District Aot b AR Y
Mﬂldnirwudivldednboutequdly 718 o r SR aRon
between Messrs. Gesner, Morehouse, and
 George Henry up 1o 1850, when our present -
“Hpnl system was inaugurated. In the * (g FEEL AR ¢
,“ last mamed the Council elected was' S ] e
w of Messrs. Daniel Morehouse (sube | ¥ !
tequently elected first Reeve of the town- |
 thip), Duncan MecLaren, Archibald Walker, |
art and Francis Johnston. The «
names of Orford’s Reeves and Deputies since | - \ o Y i My T
“ date may be found in our Municipal * s £ 29050 A e R
Mymdfor!heprcnmtyearnelppmd ! bt LS8 Ty LR Syt b
" the names of local magnates as follows: John | ek s B
. Mason, Reeve: H. C. Gilmore, Deputy Reeve:

Henderson, Joseph L. Street and
Andnn Marcus, Councillors; Henry Watson
i~ (Clearville P. 0.), Clerk; John D. Gillh
(Dnm P.0.), Treasurer. *

. The list of Orford's villages Is but moder- :
”Ymmsive, which remark will also apply
bﬂlvill.gu themselves. ' _

wp until the close of 1841, when hé | i
elected District Councillor, and succeeded
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RALEIGH TOWNSHIP

ALEIGH lies to the south of the Thames,
bordering Lake Erie ox the south, with
the Towiships of Harwich and East

Tilbury forming its respective eastern and
western  boundaries. Lying immediately to
the south-west of Chatham, a portion of its
original territory is included within the
corporute embrace of that.town. The area
thus included is 71,083 acres of which, in
1880, 33,238 acres were returned as cleared,
and 65,289 acres as owned by actual residents
of the township.

Raleigh displays topographical characteria.
tics similar to those which distinguish the
surrounding townships, being a generally
level plain which in no place arises to any
considesable elevation, though in some
localities it sinks to a level o6 low to admit
of successful tillage. In the vicinity of the
Thames there are quite large areas of these
plains or low prairies which become flooded
in periods of high water, and, as is the case
in some localities, remain in a semi-sub-
merged condition a good portion of the year.
These low expanses stretch considerable dis-
tances into the interior, in places forming a
contrast to the scarcely more elevaled but
densely wooded areas bordering and, in some
instances, surrounding them. The character-
istics of surface prevailing throughout the
balance of the township are decidedly

A € A T it ol L T

monotonous, the face of the country being «

generally quite low and thickly covered with
& fine growth of elm, among which is inter-

‘mixed a considerable proportion of excellent

oak and black ash of goodly size, these forin-
ing the principal though not the only grades
of wood produced in Raleigh. The neighbor-
hood of the Lake Shore is marked by the
*‘Ridee’, 20 often before referred to as skirting
the Lunks of lake Erie. Its average height
does not vaty far from forty feet, nor docs
its distance from the shore vary materially
from hall a mile throughout this township.
The =oil along the Ridge is of a light gravelly
comsistency, easy of tillage and very produc
tive of hay, grain, root and fruit crops, the
latter ﬂcuriahing better in this than any other
township of the county apparently. Between
the .sdm and the Thames the soil is peucr-
ally a heavy, adhesive character of clay,
almost utterly lacking in porous quaiities,
and o compact that horse tracks on the high-
way oflen retain the water as w ould a cup,
until it evaporates. ‘
Underlying this surface soil is us Iy a
very heavy grade of blue clay inte r....:.ed
with gravel, whlch contains but few and un-
gatisfaciory springs of water, the difficulty of
obtaining which fluid in sufficient quantitics
forms one of the most serious disadvantages
of the central or Middle Road section.

Farthier north, among the. lower wood levels, ..

| S

L agl, =

77 this difficulty is not so observable. The chy 2
'oubsoxl is generally overlaid with deep mould
of vegetable accumulation and great fertility, t

though not very durable. The soil of the

plains is much the same as that last referrcd a 2

to, differing in no essential features. An 1

extensive drainage system has how redeemcd

nearly all the redecmable lands of the town:
ship and greatly improved the agricultural
value of Canadian townships in so far as

concerns agricultural capabilitics. The plain
lands thus far brought under culture yield the
finest crops of corn to be found in this
eminently corn-growing county, the lower
areas furnish a good quality and immense
quantity of wild hay as well as luxuriant
pasturage, while the more elevated localities
produce in great abundance the many other
crops for which this region is noted, as well
as those specifically named.

Raleigh received its first settlers from
among the vanguard of civilization which
moved up the Thames in 1792. Unfortun-
ately for the precise accuracy of dates, no
memoranda touching the events of its earliest
history appeafs to hiave been preserved, and
some confusion " of opinion consequeiitly
prevails as to the exact dates of certain
occurrences. There appear to have been
three separate periods of settlement here
during the last century—the first in 1792°,
the second in 1794, and the third extending
over the interval between 1796 and 1800.
The population of the Raleigh river bank had
assumed quite a numerical importance; but
at this distance of time from the dates named,
it is well nigh impossible to determine to
whom is due the distinction of having been
its pioneer, or the respective ycars in which
subsequent settlers located. Among the first,
however, were the Dolsen, McCrae, Reaunie,
Peck, Jacobs, Drake, Parsons and Toll
families. It is related that Edward, a son
of the pioncer Parsons, was born in this
township in 1790, but other “circumstances
fail to confirm this early date, though he was
evidently the first white child born in the-
county.

The Dolsen family, now so numerous along
the lower Thames, sprang from John Van
Dolzen and his two sons, Matthew and Isaac,
wio located along the bank in 1792, and
whose surname has since been altered to the
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__3',‘ w Anglo-Saxon style of Dolsen.** The
~ elder gentleman was then far past his prime,

‘ ~ but his sons were in the summer of life, cach
o

having a family at that date. Matthew

" gettled on the Dover side, while Isaac and his
~ fathes chose a location on the south bank,
~ about five miles below the present Town of
" Chatham, where their descendant, William

! .‘_ Dolsen, now resides (1880). Isaac’s family

~ the father,
~ Thomas, Alexander and William. The parent
is credited with having built the first brick
_ house in the County of Kent. He was among °
" the early Parliamentary representatives of
 the county, the influence which he asserted in

then or subsequently consisted of seven sons
and three daughters, the names of the former
being lsaac, Daniel, Gilbert, Matthew, Peter,
Jacob and Jchn, several of whom afterwards
removed to the States, but at least three of
them made this their permanent abiding
place.

The McCrae family consisted of Thomas.
and several soms, including

the pioncer history of the community being

2 perpetuated 1o a considerable extent in his

~ sons, one ol whom (William) was M.P. for

the county ‘rom 1834 to the union of the

" Provinces. The brick house referred to as
~ having been built by Mr. McCrae was erected

soon after the present century opened, one

~ Lenover being the artizan employed in the

undertaking. George Jacobs was another of

‘¥ the pioneers. Soon after his settlement he

opened a small trading post on the river

=~ bank, and continued in that line of business

S i B Ao e [ L e e e

" for a number of years, raising a family whose
. posterity are still reckoned among the highly
. respecied residents of the locality.

On lot eleven, Phillip Toll settled in 1796,

. being then little advanced past the age of

boyhood. He, in common with several of the
other settlers of that date, had removed
Lither from the village or vicinity of Detroit,
wies, the cession of Michigan to the
Americans was formally decided upon and
announced. He lived a long period in the
township though not in this vicinity, as he
subscquently became a pioneer of Talbot
Stroet. where his life was closed many years
gince. On the west of his location on the
river bank were the houses of John Williams,
John Peck, Andrew Hamilton (with his son

'+ ). and Kobert Drake and his son Francis
Wi latter afterwards gaining a local celebrity
as o Colonel of Militia.

In 1817 the Thames scttlement in Raleigh
had increased to no very formiduble or
promising proportions, considering the length
of time sinee its foundation. It then con-

tained but u-.'emy-cigh_t__i.nhabilc_d _houses__ .. .-
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" tenanted by one hund

od and Rinety-elght
tesidents; while. the Lake Shore or Ta

Street settlement, though started anly the
previous year, then contained twenty-five
houses and seventy-five inhabitants, Therc
was then no church in the-township, hut one
Methodist preacher claimed residence here.
One school, two horse mills and brick-yard
were also among the attractions.

The settlement of Talbot Strect in this, as
ta neighboring counties, was formed under the
supervision of Colonel Talbot, who allotted
their locations to the settlers and exercised a
general superintendence over their perforin-
ance of ‘settlement duties’, consisting of cul-
ting out the road fronting their property, and
making ocertain  stipulated improvements
thereon, these duties constituting the purchase
price of theit farms, which were deeded 1o
then oh paynieit of notarial expenses con-
nected with drafting and registering the
necessafy documents, then amounling to
nearly thifty dollats. Many of the locatees
in this, as in other sections of the township,
came to their new homes in abject poverty
of wotldly goods, some of them having but
an axe, an industrious disposition and in-
domitable energy as a capital stock on which
to begin the conquest of the forest. But their
poverty did not deter them from the effective
exercise of the advantages which nature had
furnished them, and the resuit of their cour-
age and perseverance in coping with difficulty
cannot but challenge the respect and admira-
tion of all wha commend those sturdy
qualities. -

The pioneers of the Lake Shore located
quite numerously in 1816 and the followini
vear. Some of them came direct from the
British Isles, but many came from other parts
of Canada and the Maritime Provinces, the .
Township of Harwich contributing a few who
had been ousted from their locations there on
finding the land already deeded, and the
southern townships of Essex county furnish
ing likewise a few who have since ranked’
among the most influential citizens of that
locality. Prominent among those to whom
belong the distinction of identification with
pioneer effort along this street was John
Sovereign, who ‘squatted’ on lot one hundred
and thirty three, afterwards disposing of his
interest to Richard De Clute, from whose
hands the farm passed into those of its
present owner, (1880), Magnus Crawford, in )
1231. Samuel Watson, on lot one hundred
and thirty five, achieved a local prominence
by building there the first mill in southern
Raleigh, where he charged one shilling per
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Dushel for grinding. Located at intervals
‘along the fromt were also Nathan Slater,
- William Wedge, the twin brothers—John and

.j  Solomon Shepley, David Quick, Nathan and

‘William Harvey, Flater, — Wilcox, — Hame-
 let, and Thomas and Samuel Pardo, the two

 last named of whom arrived in 1817. On the

 border of Harwich, south of Talbot Strect,
. where W. 5. Siripp’s store and & portion of
the Village of Buckhorn now stand, James
Dolsen was the first to setile, his claim being

througl the hands of several owners, was

recent daie.

commander of the local militia during the
 Mackenzie Insurrection. Mr. Little opened a
store soon after acquiring that property, and
that coterprise was continued in operation
for many years, being co-existent al different
periods with others of less pretentious mag:-

house of Thomas Pardo by another party,
who subsequently sold out to Pardo, by whom
. the Store was carried on several years. The
highway at that date ran in close proximity
fo-the lake bank, being flanked by but one
fier of lots; but convenience ‘afterwards
duggesied its location in its present position.
As early as 1826 a school house was erecled
where the cemetery on Samuel Crawford’s

purchased by Mr. Stripp at a eomparatively

subsequently  transferred, and passing

Flater's location was chosen mear the west |
border of the township, and was transferred
about 1820 to James W. Little, afterwards '

pitude, one of which was conducted at the |

place is now located, the road not having becu f

temoved at that date from the place of its |

, R
original survey.

In 1825, or thercabout, Colonel Burwell 3
contracted with Government o finish the 3

survey of townships in this region, lelt un-
completed by Abraham Iredell and Patrick
McNifi. who had conducted all surveys up &9
that date. By the terms of the contract re-
ferred 1o, the interior portion of Ralaigh was
-prepared for occupation by settlers in 1828
or before, the vicinity of the Middle Road,
traversing the township from Charing Cross
10 the Tilbury border, being the first setticd.
The pioneer of the “Middle Road” was
Williarn White, who took up lot twenty Our,
in concessions eleven and twelve, during ch

£all of 1828. Mr. White was of Kentshive

sativity, removing thence 10 Pennsylvania,
from which State he removed to Canuda in
L

1825. Locating at Talbotville, _in Elgin
County, he conducted a farm for Colonel

 foundation’of his subsequent prosperity at @,

Talbot until 1828, when, as before stated, he |
came to the forests -of ‘Raleigh and laid the 4

L]

A

: ~ing the trip hither through the sh with ox &
i teams and waggons brought from Pennsyl- |
vania, and was obliged to cut out a rnatf_
{rom their point of leaving the Talbet Road, |
where Blenheim now stands, to their destina- |
. tion in Raleigh. The stock then brought in d
: by that party consisted of fourteen cattle and K
t one horse, which were compelled to subsist o
browse in the absence of more palatable
w» fodder. i Jiedl L e
Mr. White and his companions had effected <1
~ a clearing of considerable size before the § =
 arrival of any other settlers along the Middie c e
Road, which was then marked only by a line  BE
of ‘blazed’ trees. The next or among the
next to settle after the White family was John *
[ P. Powell, on lot two, south, just east of the ;.
present Village of Meslin. He located in the
t fall of 1830, and was followed by his family
the succeeding year; while at intervals be- |
‘ {ween there and the eastern town line quite
4 number of locations were made, including
[ " the families of Joseph Ake, lot four south, 4
; john Pacdo, lot thirteen north, and his -
' brother William, a short distance to the east
! . on the south side of the road. One Green
"; was an early settler on lot eight north, but %
£
l

within a short timé of his location there he -
mysteriously “disappeared, failing to return
Pome after starting to visit Talbot Street
tettlement. The circumstances of the case |
gave tise to a suspicion of his murder, but
no tangible clue to such a deed was ever dis-
dovered. ' Samuel Hall ‘and his son ‘Samuel, 1
who had preceded him on'lot four north, and

an Englishman named Cook, on the morth °
iide of Middle Road flanking the Harwich
i town line, were also among the pi;’ii_:cmi the
Village of Cook’s Corners (now known as i

Charing Cross) having received its name
l from the last named gentleman, the original
Jocatee upon ils site. s
The vastness of the forest and scarcity of
‘landmarks’ constituted & source of combined |
annoyance and danger in those early days.
It was not an unusual "occurrence for settlers |
to lose their way amid the wilderness, while
’ it long remained positively dangerous 1o
- allow children to traverse the primitive trails ]
lest a like fate should befall them. On one “ /|
occasion, a little daughter of John Powell,
now Mrs. Samuel Hall, of Merlin; strayed
from the path she was attempling to Pursue,
wandering for five days, and sleeping for five
nights amid the wild and awe-inspiring sur-
soundings of the forest fastnesses before be- 3
ing found by the “Vigilance Committec’, into
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the entise commmunily formed itself to
for ber. Duing that period she car-
er dother’s gun, and sustained life by
g off e brace of pigeons which he
hot and given her to carry home while
sucd his way to the Lake Shore.
P of privation and distress prevailing
durin that period form a more interesting
than edifying link in the chain of early
romiiiscences,  Some of these who have since
gisen o alllucuce in the community arrived
. _country with only the proverbial
ehilling” in the form of cash assels, and one
2. . now resident near this street,
. his cash capital on arriving in
‘Canada to have been but six cents. So rare
& the ‘purchasing power’ in those days,
' many of the settlers hereabout, as stated
; of them, were for years unable to
provide tea [or their tables, and for a like
n were they unable to purchase the
d necessary for ordinary use, and were
1 1o unravel strands from such colion
W« as Lhéy wore so forlunale as te
 p possess. To us ‘of the presem day it appears
b L alniost ingreditable that women should then
- ,1; : have been driven 10 such shifts 20 procure’
i hread {or patching purposcs.
: e P ﬁM‘fbl‘cml‘ to visil this part of the
”‘ township was 2 Methodist minister x'umed
’h Jefliey, who' used to hold service in the dif-
e ‘_ P LOuses along the streel The first
Sabbath School was organized about 1536 on
 lot (ous north, by Samuel Hall and his
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Gatholis. chusch ot the ‘Thames on the
bounidury between Raleigh and Tilbury, this
P belpy. the first ecclesiastical edifice in the
Ltownship. A mill was opened by Joseph Ake
"‘.-" wis an A_meriean) on his lot some
-t previous Lo 1340, prior lo which time
the! settlers were supplied by the mills at
£ Chatham on the Luke Shore. Until improved
b by aviificial mears, the drainage of this parl
Lof ilileich was very defective, the surface
Sbeing submerged at scasons o & depth of
Wb meurly two feel, and onc year(this state of
i} oilaiss continued as late @ July, thus pre
Hoh L oventing agricuitural operations that year.
s} Scarcity of icod and noncy: of. course re-
sulted, aud during a famine of more pulat-
viands, it is related il

| able and nourizhing
\ resorled to as an

Lo b pimeweed was cxtensively
0§ article of dict.

B BT wes ‘many  years subsequent to the
ot Jocation of the nioncers along this thorough-
~ I fare that highwoy communicalion with, the
;‘ﬁli_\en insigniﬁc.—nu Village of Chatham was

¥
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Wher. There had been previously built a

 9pened, and until the establishment of suchi .

Tl the
he intefveni
| in ox carts, when dey

women, fired by o commendable zeal for

shoulder ‘the axc when houschold duties
£pc'rmitu:‘d. dnd chop' side by side with the
| sterner ‘sex of the family, often displaying a

| which would ghame & youthful farmer of the
present day. The music of axe was accom-

L several of the ladies mentioned by the
1 | pioneers, this combination of industry with
. lpi._—ly displaying a degree of muscular
¢ Christianity highly commendable.
The settlement along the road alluded to
" did not become very dense for a score of
3 % E years after the first locations were made, and
'
i !

—

“ten the attention of philanthropists was
| drawn to the project of providing in Canada
¢ asylums for colored refugees and liberated

i Es!nves from the United States, a tract of
i | eighteen thousand acres of Government land,
located in the interior of Raleigh on cither
. side of the Middle Road, was set aside for
| that purpose, under the ownership of the
' Elgin Association. The prime mover in this

i humane enterprise was Rev. William King, y

1
| . ik :
{ | who had ¢migrated from his native home in
1| the north of Ireland to Louisana at an early
4 | age. He there cultivated the anti-slavery
| | sentiments natural to his humane disposition,
i | and when by process of law he found himself
1

:

4
%

1

i

| the possessor of <everal slaves, he settled

{ | th-m on a plantation in that State, where he °

! pave them the pecuniary benefit of UhEir
! labor until be completed preparations for

' | {heir removal to Canada. '
When the rumor spread over this region
that the planting of a negro colony in this
sootion was designed, the most violent
opposition wag manifested in mass-mectings

1 | potent commodity were compelled  for vh e

] ;sc‘\’ﬂa‘l years to swaddle their peda{ iyl
4 Lextremities in cloth, this being the prevailing

4 [ style of 'winter foot dress. Their crops were i Rl i)

sown upon the rough and only partially S

W cleared land, ‘and’ hoes substituted for har- =~ = = °

1 |iows in covering the sced. Many of e o DN s

forest conquests, were none oo dalicate t6

“]"g’“'°’““ﬂ"“‘h*’mofthat;mpg_

panied by psalm-singing in the cases of
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petitions to Government to prevent a
u of land being made for that purpose.’
sh the persistence of Mr. King, how
. and the co-operations of Lord Elgin,,
+ Governor-General, all obstacles to the|
-t were surmounted, and in April 1
King arrived with his filteen slaves,
he emancipated, and with them formed.
 pucleus of the Elgin or Buxton Settle-
called by the latter name in honor of
¢ F. T. Buxton, who interested himself
wly in the formation of the Elgin
dation, of which corporation Mr. King
g sppointed the agent. Other accessions
the population of the seitlement followed,
d being sold to the settlers at two dollars
J fifty cents per acre on easy terms of |
'y and the colored population of the
wnship became an increasingly imporinnl'
etor, the success of the colored people in
inging from the northern forests a flil'-‘
wlihood, with growing prospects of ulti-
e independence, quite justifying the |
gimate of their capabilities formed by the 1
jilanthropic founders of the colony. As.

educational and commercial

s were established; the latter be-

me self-sustaining as early as 1866;
thes were added, and the Buxton Settle- -
strode forward to a position of very
pusiderable importance, embracing about |
e thousand two hundred inhabitants in
b, since which date the number has in-}
td materially, though at this writing no:
ithentic figures of its resources have been

4

‘The*township records of Raleigh c'cmuill1
b information of municipal affairs prior to
850, when our present municipal code was
sduced. In that year a Council was
d consisting of Messrs. John Weir,
f Jenner, Alexander Peck, Nathaniel i
lighson and Thomas Dillon. 'The first
amed of these gontlemen was elected
eve; Walter McRae (then of the unincor-
led Village of Chatham, who was subse-" 1
Quently elected to the Legislative Conacil 1
id is now (1880) Judge of Algoma) re-
d the appointment to the Clerkship; |
lilliam West was appointed Treasurer; John |
!

i

dmith, Assessor; and Martin Drew, Collector.
The villages of Raleigh are not very
imerous, nor is their commercial conses ‘
mce highly developed. Probably the most
nt of them is Charing Cross, situated *
lly on either side of the Harwich town =
about seven miles south of Chatham. -
: Wmams a station on the Canada Southern *
tilway at which all train: siop, conneeting
¥ith & line of stages for Chatham, steam saw 3
A l, two hotels, church, store, post office, (5
‘This village is connected :

. Pith Chatham

d “BlénhemT Dy ~wnar ”
Enllegetl to be a gravel road, though that
' feature was not apparent to the writer when
he last narrowly escaped foundering in its®

‘bogs. Some dignity is imparted ta the high-

| way by tollgates at frequent Intervals, whose
yates of toll suggest the excellence which is
 not ohservable in the road. &

Merlin is a village of about one hundred
and fifty inhabitants, situated on the Tilbury"
town line where crossed by the Middle Road,
sixteen miles from Chatham. It contains a
few stores, shops, steam saw and grist mills,
several churches, and a good temperapce
hotel. Tt is located about three and a half¥
. miles south of Fletcher station on the Canada
Southern Railway, and has risen to its present.
status since 1877, when the Messrs. Marshall §

established their extensive mills at this point.”
! Buckhorn is built principally on the !
i Harwich side of the town line, between 'that
. township and Raleigh, where intersected by .
Talbot Street. About 1855 this little centre:
* was founded by Nelson Chapman, who open- 3
ed a hotel on the Raleigh side, using as a
" sign a pair of buck’s horns placed on top of
" a high pole, from which ‘incident the place 2
took its name. Buckhorn mow contains a 3
population of about one hundred and fifty, 4
zmcl the usual concomitants in the way of
| stores, shop, et cetera, including a mill and
two churches.
Fletcher, on the Tilbury town line where 2

—— = T

| a place of few attractions, and only such as
" are incidént to a country post village of 1
seventy five inhabitants, possessing railway
facilities. <7
Buxton, on_ the Middle Road, before
alluded to, is but a small place, whose resi- J

two miles south of the Canada Southern:
Railway or North Buxton station. ~ E

The high development of her agricultural *
interests and prosperity of her people, rather
than her possession of numerous important
_trade marts, form the chiel attraction of this ]
- township. Its public affairs “are well ad-
' ministered, its schools are neat, numerousg
and efficient; its residences uniformly indica- J
tive of taste, comfort, and in many cases,
wealth. The adoption and enforcement of 'J
the Dunkin Act evince a decidedly moral in-

L ——— o ———

' crossed by the Canada Southern Railway, is § :

dents are principally colored. It lies about §

B s 4

" clination on the part of the people, while an E
! almost total absence of crime among the 5
. residents furnishes an argument in favor of

. Local Option as enforced ig thisAmtu‘licipnlily.
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© ROMNEY TOWNSHIP.

* i the smallest in territorial
stent of any township in Kent County.
s of ncarly triangular shape, and
a position in the south-wesiern
ity of the county, being bounded north
s by Tilbury East, south by Lake Erie,
west by the Township of Mereea, in the
ty of Essex. Its superficial area em-
w twenty six thousand four hundred and
‘two acres, of which extent ecighteen
wand and uincteen acres are owned by
aal residents, among whom are two
dred and forty five ratepayers. The sur-
" of Romney is generally very level, and
low to admit of the highest convenience
agriciliural affairs. The shore of Lake
i is lLcre skiried by the “Ridge,” which
the only relief to the monotonous
of the entire county, the elevated out-
{ line refcrred 1o running in close proximity
1 to the lake throughout the greater pant of this
B0 ;ﬁlimh':p, toward its eastern boundary form-
* {ing a bonk or blufl directly overlooking the
| waves, and from which the surface slopes
| away upearly lwenly miles to the river
¥ Thames, falling only twenty six feet in that
1 ﬁuanee. The -haracteristics of eoil in this
£ as in other townships hereabout include &
| tendency to gravelly loam along the Ridge:
d in its rear a general inclination to clay
1§ loam, underlaid by a heavy clay subsoil, and
sped in many localities by rich deposits
~ vegetable matter, constitute the leading
topographical features.
. Tbﬁ lake frout of Romney was first settled
1817 by partics from the north of Ireland,
F England, the )Maritime Provinces, and the
- United States. The two first to locate within
Pihe limits of ihis township were Nathan
Baldwin and James Stewarl, who were settled
ibut a short time when the Jackson family
‘took up six hundred acres ncer the eastern
town line. The brothers Samucl and Jonathan
§ Wickwire were among those v ho located here
-llle sgme year, snd in 1818 Robert Coats-
X “worth, (rom Durham, England, took up lot
3 whese his son Caleb now
P resides. Peter snd Joseph Heatherington.
'.‘V'Iohn Rabinson. | Lomas Reawick, Robert
I £ Shanks, john Uawson aud John Edwards
followad soon aller, and ook locations

farther east wioeg e Sa0rd The settlement

L of the Ridge . ..s for many years confined to
these [awmilies, who experienced their full
share of the dificultics and hardshi[.)-x'
attendan! upon pionecs life in the woods, in
heins' so far cenoved from 3 souxce of
; Thei ncarest trading post was
which offercd

giv

. C

Etwo  Lundred,

¥ supplics.
= | then Mallen (uinherstburg), ;
| bu indifcrent altractions, they being otten
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) necesaaries of life. The nearest mill w
¢ MeGrcgor'u' Crevk ot mmqm;" miles

. distant, aad accessible only on nleig!nin

| winter; but at 2 somewhat later date a mill

was erected in the township of Gosfield, in A

Essex County, which reduced the imcon-
venience incident 10 a trip through the woods
10 Chatham. They made their journeys 1o the
" mills of Cosficld, and Malden in canocs,
voasting along the shore in their freighied

. crafts with comparative ease. :
That portion of Romnecy remote from the
Ridge did not attract settlers for many yeais
after the forests had disappeared from the

shore, and their former sites had long since

" bloomed with the fruits of successful agricul-
| ture. In fact, the date when settlers began to
| select homes in the scction referred to is still
|50 recent as to conslitute mo text for an
 historical reminiscence, and the record of
! their progress in the fight with the forest has
~ been so uneventful as to call for no comment
unless expressions of respect and admiration
for the zeal, industry and patience displayed
by those who braved the hardships which
presented themselves to the settlers, and by
their persevering energy have wrought such
substantial improvements in this originally
uninviting portion of the township as to-day
meet the eye of the visitor.
Prior to the inauguration of our present
municipal system, the townships of Rommey
“and Tilbury East were united for representa-
‘tion in the District Council, the honor
aitaching to that office being shared in about
equal degrees by Thomas Heatherington of

this township, and Peter Simpson of Tilbury. =

In 1850 a separate Council was elected for
Romney, consisting of Thomas Jacksen,
‘Joseph Heatherington, John White, John
Robinson and Robert Shanks. Mr. Jackson
wae elected Reeve, and the minor offices were
filled as follows, namely: Ralph Stobbs,
Clerk; John Dawson, Treasurer; Jacob Hyatt,
Assessor; John Coatsworth, Collector.

Romney contains no villages of importance,
nor any in fact deserving a more dignified
appellation than rural post villages. Ou the
Essex county line, where crossed by Talbot
Street the village of Wheatley stands, prin-
cipally in Essex, however, at a distance of i
forty miles from Chatham. Its attractions
are not extensive, consisting of such evidences
of industry and commerce as usually accom-
pany a population of three hundred people.

Romney is a post office on lot two hundred,
where are also a telegraph office, a few small
mechanics’ shops and docks, over which con-
siderable quantities of forest products are
annually shipped. '
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R & bounded oo the north by the

- River Thames, on the south by
 Lake Exic and the Township of
amney, on the notth east, by the Township
f Ralcigh and on the west, by the County

Township of Tilbury Eut !l
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B ‘\lhe Township therefore partakes, roughly,
the form of a right angled triangle of which
£ the boundary line running north and south
£ between the Counties of Kent and Egsex and
Ahe boundury line running cost and west
» Tilbury Fast and Romney Townships
£ form the two sides @nd the boundary line
1§ running north-west and south-ecast mwem
L Townships of Tilbury East and eigh
B the hypotenuse.
| The concessions, with their flanking roads,
] are run at right angles to, and the side lines
and roads are run parallel with the Raleigh
- | and Tilbury Fast Boundary line, thus pro-
1§ ducing a fringe of gore lots along both the
&1 x County line and the Romney Town
8 Oy reference to the map it will be secn
| that diagonally acrosy the middle of the
b} Township, as origivally supveyed, was run
.} (with a concession of lots on each side) a
| voad, known as “The Middle Road” Pes
. originally, for military purposes, the
" youd was run in a rzig-zag course, forming
4 within the Township two or three angles of
¥ varying obtuseness obviously designed for the
. i protection of troops against exposure lo A
"hostile enfilading fire. This interference with
| the vriginal plan and survey of the Township
k became, in after years, more or less of an
0} Incoavenience although, by way of comper-
R | sation, its early opening was of great henefit
| to the gettlers at the time and in after years
* | beoorie the means of shortening the distance
by Lighwayv between the north-west and south-
east parts of the townehip. + 4
The Township, as surveyed, bounded as it
" was. ont the north by a navigable river, and
| gocc-sible from the south by Lake Erie,
© would, at first sight, seem to have presented
6 Lthe prospoeting jmmigrant a most hos:
As a matter of fact, on closer
I examination such an aspeet  wis found
" fallucious. An carly settlement. il is true,
| took place along the narrow alluvial bank of
¥ the Thames, while a little later, settlemen
: commenced on the Talbot Road lots fronting
on Lake Erie. The extension however, o
. either' of these scttloments towards the
§ interior of the Township was, at the time and
" in view of the peculiarities of the terrain
| and the limited resouzces of the
impossibility. ‘
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% River southerly towards and soon reaches a
- wibmerged, trecless aren of aboul eight i
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" of least resistance, formed for themsclves
| five principal chaznels or crecks with numers
- ous tributarics. These main channels came
© 16 be known respectively as The 3

Creek, The Ten, or Smith’s

 fowls and plants. These Plains extended

 noyth), through Tilbury East, md»!mn(a.wd,.";:g;
" iiles cast of the Tilbury East Town

- geologlcal times. had probably. been a con- b

Bl e e
earliest sottlement took place, ftself .

feld for sericulune, slopes avay oom

thousand acres, known as “The Plains™ which
was the home of the bullfrog and acquatic =

from Lake St. Clair in the west, easterly:
through the Township of Tilbury west (or:
i the Township of Raleigh two or three 0
4 une' .:_.“;f:
South of The Plaine, which, in earlier ~ #

tinuation of the Flats of Lake St. Clair, lay
the great bulk of the Towuship as an exceed- 45
ingly flat plane with an inclination northerly g
{rom the bank of Lake 1o the 'Plains i 4
averaging about three feet to the mile. That -
inclination turned the drainage waters of the
Township northwards diagonally across the

Township lots as surveyed, and these waters, -
secking, in their northward course the line .

Ard
o
=
o
-

Hickey
Creek; The Me-
Dougall Creck, The Twenty, or Wilson Creck, :;‘
and The Burgess Creck. ',k .
In pursuing their northerly course, both #
the Hickey and the Smith’s Crecks (at .
. separate places) crossed the township limits  ©
. into the township of Raleigh, finding there. * K
* within and near the easterly end or “head” ~ §
of the Plains an outlet in Jeannette’s Creek. = :
" Along the capacious channel of that sluggish =
 etream their liquid burden was thence borne
westward, along with the accumulated drain- =
age of, pra'dicall'y, the whole township of
- Raleigh, to re-cross the township limits into
the township of Tilbury East near the south-
" east angle of the fourth concession of the
_township last named.  Running thence
! westerly, the Jeannette's Creek is soon joined
" by the waters of The McDougall and ulti-
mately finds an outlet for its burdenin the -
* River Thames at lot number nine in the first

CONCession. _
The Wilson Creek had its source in the
d in its northerly

townehip of Romney an
passage, together with its tributaries, pro-
vided drainage for the westerly half of the
township of Tilbury East, with the exception "
of a small territory near its southawesterly,
angle which was drained by the Rurgess '
creck aboved named into {he county of Essex.
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ZONE TOWNSHIP

HE township of Zone forms the northe
eastern corner of the county of Kent,
being bounded on the north by |

township of Euphemia in Lambton county;’

on the east, by Mosa, in Middlesex county;

on the south, by the Thames River and a'
portion of Camden; and, on the west by the
Gore of Camden. With the exception of a!

small gore extending south of its gemeral |

boundary, it lies entirely to the north of the
line reaching from lake St. Clair to the river

Thames, between the Gores of Chatham and |

Candon, sind the old time tovmakips of Uses]
names, a line which bounded on the north
the original Indian cession granted to the |

Government in 1790.

The outline boundaries above given include |
the town of Bothwell, which is situated near ‘
the north-west corner of the township, and |

though its chief attractions are confined to a -
comparatively small area, its -corporate

limits extend to the Thames on the south and ‘i

the Middlesex line on the south-cast; and we
find the town possessing the amomalous
features of a population numbering about

one thousand two hundred, and an extent of

nearly two thousand four hundred acres, or
about two acres per capita for its population.

The township of Zone does not rank
highest among those of Kent county in point
of cither agricultural excellence or advanced
development. Its soil is of a generally loamy
consistency inclining to sand, and in some

o e S . i . At B

localities the sandy feature predominates to |

such a degree to render the surface almost

sterile; nevertheless the township® generally

is fairly fertile and well “adapted 1o lhb‘
culture of such cereale and yoof"cropd as,
find warm, light  soils” congénial. = The
surfnce is very level, with only sufficient
fall towards the Thames and Sydenham to
admit of moderate conveniences of drainage.
No .treams of considerable dimensions tra-
verse ils area, the only ones of even slight
importance being those flowing through’
ravines to the Thames south of Bothwell. The
arex of Zone is less than any of its sister
townships in the county, being but tweaty
for: thousand nine hundred and forty cight’
acres. and added to the area of Bothwell,
pmakes up a total original area for what is
now the township of Zone, of about twenty
seven thousand, three bundred and fifiy acres.
. The history of Zone is alike brief and with-
out incidents of thrilling interest. In date of
settlement it lagged behind the entire balance
of the county, but its development since the

- pioneer’s axe first awoke the echoes of its

forests has been of an order to place .thg
township in a very favorable condition,

LR S B
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whether viewed in the_abstract or in com- el

e e VI g e T

first men to_invade the woods of Zone in the

capacity of settlers appear to have been the
located lot cleven, concession two, in 1842,

where they remained several years without

. white neighbors on either side. In 1849,

\ William Corlett settled the west half of lot

. ten, concession two, just south of the
, Stephensons, and was followed in 1852 by

Samuel Harris, present township clerk,
(1880), who took up a location immediately
adjoining on the south, lot nine, concession

_ two. In the vicinity of Florence there wera
. few settlers on the Zone side at that'date;

one Ackland, a tenant to another party, being
the only one in that immediate locality, and
he occupying the corner lot of the township.
Along the western border of Zone, Henry
Buchanan, Sr., and Peter McAnnally were

~ prominent among those to whom the develop-

ment of that section is attributable, while the

" names of Ferguson, Shaw, Brooks and Miller
" appear in connection with the settlement
. of the more south-westerly portion. ~ The

vicinity of the Euphemia town line is of quite
recent settlement comparatively, as is also the
case with a large area of the more central
portion of the township. A considérable
tract fronting the river Thames continued up

“to 1858 to be held as a reserve by the

Moravian Indians, but they surrendering. it
in that year, it was thrown bpen for sale and
scttlement. The first to permanently locate
within the precincts of the former reserve
being Joseph Swalwell, who still resides on

‘his location, now included within -~ the
corporate limits of Bothwell. i % o)

_ 3 gl

5




1 conveniences. thev escaped many of the
[.pkdmadmdbv those who founded the
settlements from which Zone's settlers now
i’.&umdhmﬁmudlﬁc. We

inseparably connected with a
.Mﬂhlhemlhdafomduchm
uﬂnmﬂﬁpuﬂauﬁw.mfmmo-
,uiludml'm“vadight.mto

of the pathless woods into
;wm-mdugricu!maldawhp-
fmm-'hdaym:hqeehhuhumd

; Prior to the coming into cffect of the

pal Act of 1849, which erected the
! county of Lambton, the township of Zone
_ jncluded the territory now embraced within
' the Euphemia township limits, but by virtue
PdﬁtMufandlo.thclimnwdhiding
the two townships was drawn, and Zone being
almost uninhabited, was attached to Camden
"' for mmicipal purposes. In 1857 it succeeded
" to its municipal independence, and elected a
| Council composed as follows, viz.: Henry D.

vy —

MeAnnally, Jr., and William Corlett. At e
first mecting Mr. Monroe was elected reeve.
" G. A. Smith appointedclerk. and Hugh Me-
Lachlin, treasurer. =
With a goodly supply of schools and
churches of a creditable order. the advantages
of a railway traversing it in a convenient
 locatity, and ‘a large degree of intelligent
 fndustry among its inhabitents, the township
. of Zone seems destined to take a high and
Wlel?!&m among the rucal municipidiiics

of fhe iwest.
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ment
named | began
|
Chatham .. 1794 1792 B4.R00 ‘ 1842 1850 Sammel Arnold cnnnn
Camden e 194 | 1792 | 46400 \ 122 | 1850 | James Senith wommer | 1883w o4
DIOVET sermmsenise 1794 1785 81,000 | 1842 1830 Robert Mitchell s 186R i 25
oward o 1908 | 12 | 38600 | 1842 | 1850 | George Duck wverms 1883,..1874 &
Harwich . 1794 \ o | o | 12 | 10 | A R, Robertson mmmeme" | 183421868 £ 4
Orford w1794 | 1816 53000 | 1842 1850 Daniel Morchouse v T3 epsrrivimny 22
Raleigh ... 1794 | 1785 | 72400 | 1842 ‘ 1850 | John G. Weir s 1858... 1578 2
RONINEY s 1794 1817 27 400 \ 1812 1853 1. JACKSON coccrrscnceeminimrs | - s carsrestt ERY
Tibury E. wa 1794 1785 | 52,600 1843 150 | John {5V P70 —— | B2, —— ;ﬁ
Tibery Boves 200 | tms | B0 | a8k | 1a7 | Heusy D Mamro Lo | z
-
TOWNS AND VILLAGES '
KENT COUNTY 91
=__=___..==_—-=—._==_'—'_"____.___.——-+ ———— e — e S W F
Vill'g Town Area o3
Municipality l’ wd\lncor\ First Reeve \Inmr\ First Mayor in =
pord Acres =
Blenheim e T T AL DRnell o [ J00 | A, L BDa0ett, -oresig 620 Z
Chatham e 1795 1850 | Geo. Witherspoon ... 1855 | A. D. McLean s 1650 2’)‘ k
Bothwell s | 1854 -] J: C. COUNET wmmsnnsosessenees 1867 | John Taylor weremme 2340 g
Dresden wemmess | 1845 1872 Alex. TreriCe s 1882 | Alex. TTErICE smsmmsssmsesersesss 642 =
RIdZCLOWN  smemseserme 1851 | 1877 | Jacob Smith e 1882 | H. D. Cunningham .. 671 % ‘
Wqﬂaahlu 1833‘18?.‘:]1\1& MeDougall —mms | womm | oo g
, a?
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‘ " REPRINT FROM REV. DAVID ZEISBERGER'S DIARY
B . beginning on
MONDAY, Zth DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1753

25th. “In the alternoon came back his exceil
g : ¢ ency, the Goverpor from Detroit, wi
mt:. and ‘p:;ed the mg.ht with us, He cxamined very carefplly the bank of the li\f:t' a:; 'l::
try wi MMM hua!.l 4‘;‘{1\# they h‘ad dined we gave them an address, in the pame of the
3 well and graciously received. We took ¢ i
- with him, since befare his time was too she, T e

. Ist. About our correspondence, tha; it would be hard and for us i
send our reports dircctly to Dethiehem, but (¢ England, whence thi;ngml ﬁm‘w‘:ﬁ:zmxlhﬁf
hbc‘m. and get an answer before giving ps a resolution abont a thing. He perceived this, and
veplied that it was not positively forbidden to write to the States, but an Act of Parliament had
been passed that f‘!'pm His Britannic Majesty’s lands no intercourse pn the part of the aristocracy
and, the clergy, especially of the Dishops, should be held with the States which we could report
home, and they could themscives ask further about this in London, When .we heard this, we
were concertied, for we had no letter last autumm, and have had fione since, that perchance they

are lost.

; 2nd. About the land whercon we live, he had informed himself more carefully, and found
: l!'ul it was included in the purchase, (vat the Government was well disposed toward us, and would
give us land in consideration of our having suffered great losses, but that he thought that 3
'ldmuhip fronting on the river, took away. frum them too much land, since they intended to settle

it thickly, and we could noi make nse of so much land. We told him that on the Muskingum :
we had three towns, but during the war, had mwch decreased in number, for a third part had
been murdered, another third scattered among the savages, and a third now remaining there-
from, (which indeed was not unkpown to him, as he gave us to understand,) but that we hope,
especially if there should be peace to grow again. The conclusion was, that if the land should
be surveyed and laid out, and it should be found necessary, one of us should be called to Niagara
and there we should be well considered and advised. We asked farther if a deed for the land

would be given, and when he said yes, we said at once we should like to have it made out in ..
the name of the Society's trustees in England, which he not only approved, having nothing to - vizy
say against it, but was pleased with.

3d. We said to him that our Indians did not go to war, that we taught them according
to the Scripture, to live at peace with all men, as far as possible, for expericnce had shown us
that if they went to war, our Mission was ruined and our labor in vain. This he agreed to and
confirmed, but said that on this very account the Indians were not well disposed to our Indians,
as also some of the whites in Detroit, which is well .known to us, and we know the persons,
100, who do not approve our principles.

Tuesday, 26th. In the morning we spoke farther with him, seiting before him the want
of our Indians, in the nccessaries of life, that this had not come from laziness, as is veually the .
case with Indians, but that failure of the erops and carly frosts in the autumn were the causes
of it, and we asked him, if it were possible, to come to their aid. Last year in the spring we had
bought them at our own cost a'hundred bushels of corn, and thus put them in condition to clear
their land and to plant, but from failure of the crops they were now in the same circumstances.
When he found difficulty and could not of himself do this, -and we had proposed to him ithat if
we could have advanced to us two hundred bushels of corn, we would return it as soon as we
could, he was disposed for this, and said, yes, this he could and would do, and at ence ordered
his commissary to draw an order upon the commandant at Detroit to deliver us so much from
the king’s store so soon as we could take it away. His excellency asked to attend our worship and
carly service. It so happened that most of the brethren were at home, and he came with his
officers, took good notice of cverything, especially of the brethren's singing, which pleasead himn
Afterwards he bade us, when the Indians came tog ct_bgugflin. to express to them his satis- i }
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cotship, and 16 ay o them that e Fiad been much edified 10 .
tunmbly; they should continue therein, to grow and

-
5

was :
have occasion to show his favor and inclination tmrdlul.mbydudsmbym

mw Btw&hveolminaiﬁm&ymdpouumy,udm-m

oy

‘ ‘-‘hul a severe [rost, and that some ficlds were quite ruin

FURTHER REPRINT: THEIR FIRST HARVEST,

Aug. 8. 1792. wyesterday and to-day the brethren got home from the sejtlement, where
i ¢ until now soon they can live from their planting.”

Aug. 20. “Brothers went out hunting, Samucl, Bill, Henry and others. Some went 10 the
town for corn. They came (Friday 24) back from there, where we heard there had.
ed: May our dear Father in heaven give

good harvest, for our corn is very backward, We very well sce that we are farther
cool, yes, cold, though it is now dog-days.”

Aug. 24. “We also made our buildings ready, Bros. Senseman and Zeisberger their ad
i for tables, for they cannot get farther on this year.”

in our ficlds, which was still in the m, on account of

Aug. 27. “We cut all the corn
The Indians have learned by experience, if frost

‘the night frosts, and put it into shocks.
mtﬂthqmthhmhw.itbmuﬁpcnﬁ

' .-mmm.&cmmmﬁw.
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here from Detroit with goods for our Indians.

Oct. 8, 1792. Mr. Dolsen came
Oct. 10. Dolson returned home having sold all he bought.
Oct. 25. Wﬁmﬁvﬁumewmﬂpswhkhmmdumuonm&m'

ronseen v ™,
Captain ;l um:s;i 5 :
married Martha Moore,
they had a family of five chil- JOHN llclﬂm:All--
Jasephine o Martia, A0 and " “Warden
. s of Kent CountY i
e 1806.

ik

Reld Is

i o spence A .
o native of Chathany, =
f where he was edu- || | |
X e e entered

y the pm;.olm- serviee ;

{ September =8, 1064, - : (
and became post-
master June b 192),
succecding Samb el ] 1

jarfoot, whe

e ke —
g ,-;lim
i - Aol Post-master, ‘ {

. i _.J

od’s glory and as an example 1o other Indians. Then he went to the Zeisberger's aive, L
alone, wrote an answer to our addmn..andmiuou:withmmmmm T




x A. GILLANDERS,
. Ridgetown,
= \ ) Chalrman High
b ot ML, Behool  Doard,
L e e A e T sy Reeve of Orford,
% 1002, T,

DONALTY MeCOLL,
1865

Reeve of Harwieh, 1911-1D13.

Deonald MeColl, an ngent of

agriewltural implements,
Wienheim, Ontario, son of Dugald MAColl and Kifie Mao-

T TN MR T A R » = R

illan, whe emigeated o Connda  from  Lismore,
| Seotinnd, T 1851, He was bors we the hamestend, boi
seventeen, concession sigth, Lake Frie survey, which he
now awns and farmed until 1916,  He was twelve years
L m member of the tewnship council, three ™ Peeve,
| and seven, a_member of the county I Tle was
| married in 1897 te Theresa Mend, and they bave wo
- ehildren, 'l- May (Mrs. Roy Greay), and Rowena.
3 1
N . Philip J. Henry was born
! yars in Alborough township,
i ye Elpin county in 1865, but
L ‘ moved in early boy:hoocl
* ' with his father's [amily to
i = Orford township, where he
i received his public school
. educati {ollowed by a
N course in the Business

College of Chatham, from
which Institute he grad-
uated in 1888. He follows
farming and stock-dealing
as his vocation in life. He
settled first on the home-
stead farm in Orford, but in 1898 moved to
Ridgetown, devoting his whole time to the pur-
chase and sale of stock for the Toronto apd Old
Country markets. He has been a member of
the Town Cpuncil for many years and Mayor
for eleven consecutive terms. In both his
l business and public lif:; bc_llu been pre-

! eminently successful. is a

! PHILIP J. HENRY,
; Mayor of Ridgetown.
[ ]

el il e s i e s -

e

!

he
: l Presbyterian, and in politicl.“-lm“tiv_c.ﬁ | ‘

s e . : -'}
: 5 tario, lh m}"""umz
1 . reared amd educated,  Tle
enme n resident  of
» township in 1881, where he
lows the voeation of
L el R
pd“:ﬁu-aﬂh ip. e
/. winee which time he has L
J X mmnnﬂu%n
JAMES CLA' "
. 'm'&_ﬂm.
cqual number of years as reeve,
-y fn 1917, he was cierier Wardew
e of The rounty, i
GAL OXNE FORTY ‘ b

; G&oncs MORGAN was born in Howard

township in 1839, his parenls coming
from England and settling near Morpeth in

1835. After learn-

ing the trade of

cabinet-maker, he
became a builder
and contractor for
the western penin-
sula, and operated
=! a large mill and
manufacturing
Prominent eltizens of Blenheim, planl at Blenheim
in connection
therewith. In 1892, he became associated
with the Lake Erie and Detroit River Railway
Company, and built the bridges, the stations
and the interlocking switches along the track
' from Walkerville to St. Thomas and also the
- cement dock of the Lake Erie Coal Co. at
the Erieau. He is reputed to be the builder
of the first steam threshing machine in
Canada which received an Exhibition medal
for efficiency.

He was married to Jemisha Newcomb,
daughter of Samuel Newcomb and grand-
daughter of pioneer Samuel Newcomb, born
in Harwich, 1842. Their family comprised
three children, Georgina, Pearl and Clara.

i He took an active interest in the affairs of
the town of Blenheim, and was fourteen years
in municipal ofice as Mayor, reeve and
councillor.

MR. and MRS, GEORGE
MORGAN,

2 )
N -4 7

' .? \. o ‘._ﬁ
SRR A WRE
E\{ it =
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" GEORGE MORGAN'S HOUSE
Talbot Street, Bleahelm.
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in Argyllishire, 5
haf.ﬁ At cleven years
of age he came 10 Canada
10 live with an unele, leaving
behind  him =2 widowet
mother and one  brother.

After carning the means, he
a hundred-acre

sh lot, which he later
sold, and then purchased lol
fifteen, concession five, in
the 1ownship-of Harwich, on
which he erecied a substan-
tial frame house, and eom-
—b 1o which his youngest stk
A, now residing on the homestead has
) roving. He was twice married, first
rriet Douglass of Seotland, and second 10
Sloan of Tilbury. His family con
six children—Harricl (st m.) and
m.) William A., Martha ., Samucl, Kaie
\r, Stewart lived to be 27 years of age, and
o rvived by his wife and all of his children
nuel and Martha predeccased
years.

C, who

David Canghell, Harwich,
was born in Flgin couniy.
1833, son of Peter Caughell,
ane of the carly setilers
of Yarmonth. He was wlu-
cated in the rural schoal
of his home district and
after three ycars gpent
Australia came
and settled in
becoming ORC
fapmers in South Harwich
1855, he was married W

Sgata (Mrs. Ihuglas.('amllbt_'ll)-
Anember of the townshi
Nty years, three o

s member of the County cou
was elected Warden n 1884
3 e R

i

Charles Stewari was born
sen:‘

imn
back 1854
Kent in 18506,
of the leading

|
|
!
|
l
1

y

In
AR O o~ Mary Will of Deverly
3 Mary il o everh
e !1:4.*“' whom there wert TERATC
i two children, Peter and
He was @

p council of Harwich for
{ which he was reeve. an
ncil for ten years

1

b

|

!

B

]

1 IDLE NOUR INN, :

' Ritanted ol the North-wesl Corner Talbnt fitreet '1
and Communication Road. i

towan af  IHenbeim wuwhﬂl le:.':‘n ll“.hl"-
" 0t ®
cmmmmtm-kmmd-mumm e
-m-mmtwnihhil‘h:“ ;
' mmmdle-umumamm
Bleaheim, bat falling ta complete I, .
known . k

| The ldie Hour oo,

plineer of eastern
for ihis reason, it was for many years
o ‘dachson's Polly'. Afler passing through many hands,
i eame into of Miw. G. F. Mott, at the death P
-tkrnﬂbrr.)lmﬂm-ﬂ.udhhmhhlu- :
walelled nnd made into a first-rluss lourists’ 1
Lot*l, with a bed-room tion for [orty guesis, -
. 3

—— ——

Manson Campbell was
born at Port Perry, 1830
and edueated in the Lon- - ]
don and Chatham schools,

= Sy L

!

‘ He entered into his father's
manufacturing business,

| The Campbell Fanning

1 Mill Company, established

‘ ]

|

P

F——
R

i Chatham 1865, ot
which he became (yencral

i i Manager in 1850 Under 1
| | his managemeni the busi :
: | ness  developed  rapidly, 4
— o and a branch factory was :
MANSON CAMPRELL established at Detroit. He
Saver of Chatham, W3S also  interested in i
18031576 other manufacturing con-
cerns of Chatham, acting
en thcls Dircctoraie, The Chatham Manufac-
| turne Company, The \Villiam Gray & Sons f
| Carriage Cuo, the Kent Canning Company, The :
1 Chathary Gas  Company, amt The Dowsley
Spring and Axle Company.
He was married in 1884, to Flora McNaugh-
o, davghter  of Dancan  MeNaughton of
{ Harwich, and 1o thon have been born four
; rhildren  Dunean Koy, William  Stuart, Dora
May and Grace. He was several years member
i of the city council and Mayor during the ycars i
! 1275 and 1R, !
i }
! :
| |
b i
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! cane 1o
heim, succcedinge o "
Cavanach as Ptmt:.]."::ﬂ-“
ter in 185G In addition
to his postmasiershin, -
he carried on @ Tumber- |
ing and miereantile bisi-
ness l:m_l was issuer of
L 4| marriage Hecnoes  for
the town and distiet.

4| Of pubiic offices, he was
reeve of Blenheim, a
County  councillor
twenly years and War-
den for the year ?7

. nnd MIS. 1. K.
MORIIK.
h; and sccimd 10

. A
7 Green. To his sccond wife he had cleven

T. D Shilliggten
!)um in Carlelen cot'niy
in 1882  Alter & wht

wat

He was twice sincried,
first to Hester Cavan-

elght of whom sUrvive. 4

years A miblic schon |
. icacher, he became 3
| gencral pierchany o0
Blenheim in 15550 sl
sueeecded in establisle
ng a successful  and
constantly  grow T
business, which was #e
organised in 1920, vnder

84 the firm namc s
| Shillingion & Co with
Mr, Shillinglen as pies

! sident, and his 190

‘N sons, fgernen  aml
MR and MRS, T. B. Lindsay, and his brother
. SHILLINOTON. Jubn W. mentbers ol
] the firm. He was o=
ried in 1880 to Agncs 1 Lindsay, to whom has

$ been born a family of four sols al  two
B davghters, Algernon G., Percy S, Margarel G.,
Lindsay and Darbara. He was AMayor of
Blenheim for four terms.

1 i
5 +
B
Samuel Bariool, iof fifty
five years postmasicr al
Chatham and sixty wo
{:'ars in the service, Was
sn in Chatham towship
in 1843, His father, a
native of Londen Engian 1,
came 10 “anada in 1837,
and became postmaster af
Chatham after the resigna-
tion of John Spow  from
that office, continning i
that position until his son
Samuel was appointed in

1865,
SAMUEL BARFOOT Samnel  went into the
Postmaster &t office when 2 lad of aboul
fifteen years of age, and

Chatham, 18651020, "
spent his whole lifc in that

He was supcrannualcd in 1920, but 18
life thongh incapacilated for work.
Hc was twice married and rearcd a family of
. cight children; first, in 1RGR to Flizabet
. Morrish of Orillia; children, Minnie and Pansy
second to Mary Margaret Hewitt of Torenio in
1585 ; children, Clarence, Gladys Jack, Jozeph,
Mary and Ellen.
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service.
still enjoying

L ONE FORTY TWO o= =

‘.
1
:
i
1
!

P

i S S

1

PR

T business nan

\ —— T public school teacher 1
! | eighteen years, he
f t hccamc_ws:maltcr for Blen-

106

{

li 5 mX \ he taught at Blenheim. He |
¢ ' | was born in Elgin county ind
R | Wt " David  Baird, ands
‘ . | Elizabeth Hughson being his |
! : | parents. He was cducated
i k i T the Blenheim public
5 s~ —— school, and Ridgetown _("pl-
| legiate Institule, receiving
t W, & mm:; his teacher training at the
: wor of Bien Cpatham N el € and
L

! Hall of Thediord, 10
| children, Jean E.

holds the offices

ary-treasurer of the lod
eIy mber of the Tublic

; and is a M€
boesse
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WILLIAM DAVID
QULBY

(18

. the County council, 1913 and 1917,
q

nelm, Outario, since

pr———
——— .-

e family of Georg® iver

o i . ':J"::;'
AW, Roes isa real o5l
of Tlenhein
aciively interested in the
advancenient
and district.
in Renfrew
in 1864, and

and reeve and i T

Wiltiam J. Daird was 2

the Ottawa
He married

and

of treasdrcy rd of Education,

Library Board.

—_—

s

wWiltiam David _ Uelby was
hora in Harwivh, Kent Mu!s.
in 1808; the onliy son of W. D

aw; ®

Colby amd Lrace
graadson of Judﬂl‘dbl: and

and cané
1425, He was il
No. B, Harwich,
Collegiale Iastitulé,

University. Kingsten.
Civil pngineering. IR
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Nouh, ot
descended from a

family of moans, Mrs.

MCMN!&! was profi-

cient in sll the many

men s of lﬂ’iﬂ- o
ning, knitting, tailor-

of a Canadian

pioneer mother, ac-
comodating herelf to

MRS, IIN MeMILLAN.
(Mary Mefth

3 premincnt fawyer of Wideee
Zenas W. Wiinon

paas his heo®. i mas e
" Pub'ie ane Wiah
Relmols, ol Farentn Liatyersity,
Mstiinlion RS

wraduntion frem this
Aris in 1) windh

law sathani Mills, War
pister of Ridge Lew. apdt admiil

¥ g 44 Aarried M
et
ey

" areretnry of he TG wnm" |
¢ omealing far

to further tbe ntrres
conteibated pamb e of werTul
o the caun'y.

nlse
on the early history

ni has

~ carry. In this respoct the County of K¢
y its officials.

~ been well-served b

to-day, B sysiem which has give
~ *The County officials for this Confed patien
~ Jubilee year are,—Surrogatt Judge,

- w. Hardy: Cleew
‘ £ f"ill.'h.

n amd con

:
o
~ Stanworth; Sheri
~ the Peace and Crown AUOTUEYs i

B County Court Clerk, p. k. Phutieties
istrar of ). B Clark. S i

Arnold is Police Magistrale for the cily of

‘, |
g Mm‘_.#w.w.;—-{.w—-_-—* ~
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e TONMT 'j:'m . MICTIARDSON, Iat twenly-seves, ‘,
D W o 1 B B | Fo. |
i o he il e n im method of shipping_the oak
. ILLIAM RICIHARDSON who : tign'-~ wes I-n.dudbb.l.VuAllu
- » | of Chatham. oy
soitled on lot twenly scven,
A ‘_",-.,"Cmim one w.C.R. -a : . he .h.w".‘gll_' ‘of square W ‘M b’
_f? dicoct from Ireland to Kent County / the making o o -
; be Basswood tree used also for making

,;_;—mplniﬂl by his family and his /
~ brother-in-law, James Reynolds. Mr.

Y.
"} Richardson was @ tradesman who racking hoops’ out of the black ash tree
:k:doi;ccmlh:d'n while his wife and b last of the stave-mills operated at Mull
¢ brother lived on the homestead. ' : ‘
 Unfortunately he died early in life ot et g gy &
~ twenty nine years of age from t id .;., Vay provided “Skeednddlers”
:;‘Nl leaving his wile wilh,?l:om g honhl;: country u‘z(l“.:‘ ue.
{ldren—Elizabeth, Mary, and Wil o
liahz; the latter only three months old "’13”.&':«351.""'" o
w he died. = After her husband's Brothers, Robert
death, Mrs. Richardson continued the farming T hamesville. - i g
operaiions, assisted by her brother. Their ' " "_' ty T
block of land contained two hundred acres mw,‘h g f"- o Mh‘d
one hall of which was later given to Mr. 7 ~ :
Reynolds for his service in assisting his bo ‘Ridge’ and undulations provide the en'y
sister in the first troublous years of her hills of Keat.
pioneer life. © Mrs. Richardson was a lains or marsh lands were located on the.
strenuous worker and with the assistance of western boundary of the _———y
her brother their small first clearance con . ¢ fivst only the higher lands cleared and
tinued to increase and other improvements ‘ farmed. . Shly s
were added to their farm. She supervised -, rainage of lands, at first voluntary, later,
the bailding of their home, which though became compulsory:
twice renovated, once by her son, William, schibald MeKellar's great service 1o the
and this year by her grandson, Albert district. 7
Edward, still stands a monument to the rent dificulty in distributing tho just costs | o
enterprising ambition of the early settlers of * _ of a drainage system./ ' a
tha county. She reared her family, giving he municipalities and the province €o° E
them such edocation as the times aforded, operated and produced marvellous results. S
until her infant babe grew to manhood, with  ~ doption of a pumping and embankment

‘r.“m necessary in some locllm be-

whom she lived until the time of her death use of sbsence of waterfall.

William, their son, continued on the home:-

of farm-lots is essential to

NINETEEN

stead until his death and it still remains i o flo-drainage o

the family possession being owned and compicte system.

oceupicd as stated above by his son, Albert ormn to favmers (o draim  thelr Jands *? t
Edward. He was wwice married, first 1o authorized in 1834 . A
Ellen Gammage by whom he had on® aormus expenditure “ﬂg to provide 33
daughter. Mary Louisa. After her death he ted demnage 3Y8 é
married Susan Chinnick of Raleigh Town- moer ‘m‘m‘ on the J. D. McPherson

ship, the children of the second marriaze hmﬂ g

being Marsaret, William, James, Elizabetl. e 3

Grace Maud, John Arthur, Fdward Albest, . é

¥dna Gertrude, Blanche Alice. Of these ten {
children, all, save James, Grace Maud and

Edna Gertrude, otill live and are settled in vt
various parts of Sh_nldl. . ; - TE i



.f:' “IE, Western Distrlct was the first field, !;
§  when Petrolcum was discovered in
pis

i
rst overland trip through this Mstrict. |
m was discovered to them by some :

|

smewbers of their party. But at this time the |
commercial value of this product was not vet
, od to the world, It was not until:
- 1857 that, in Roumania, this discovery was |
~ made, the refininz of crude oil begun, chiefly |
~ for illuminating purposcs and an industry of 1
~ world-wide impertance created. Only ‘coal !
~ oil'—s named from a belief that it was a \
N
:

52

3 product from so"t ¢oal, and not from

~ derompored animal and vagetable matter as |
- {'is the belief to-day—was saved. The residue, |
- from which is obtained the gasoline, benzine, |
~ parafine wax, white mineral oil, axle grease, ;
 Jubricatiny oil, fuel oil, gas oil, road oils, |
s asphalt and petroleum coke, manufactured l
L from it to-day, was run off into crecks, or |
 thrown as discard into holes in the ground. |
" et with only this on= product ebtained from
* {he crude oil, novertheless it becams in greal
" demand for this onc purpose. However,
- Roumania did not continue long cnjoyinz o |
~ monopoly in ils production. The United |
Ctates followed guickly in its wake, dis- 1‘
covered large deposits of the oil in Pennsyl- |
vania, and thus became ths second nation to |
make the production and refining of the |
erude oil an industry of great commercial |
value. The discoverics of Pennsylvania drew |
attention to this Westcrn District. and pros- |

.
:
|
i
)
\

AN

it kb A iR | T i

~ sur’ace evidences of oil in these regions.

of some othcr countries, In the Canadian
erude was a sour-suclling sulplwir compound
which greatly depreciated its commercial
value, giving the keposcne on aimber color
which produced a similar Unciere on the
lanp chimney in a very fow minutes. Alter

remoy;ng this objectionable feature Was dis-
oyerad in 1392, by Frasch, an obse

o

pectors began to cowme in with a view to | .
testing the possibilitics that lay behind the |

The erudz oil of the carly Canadian wells
had not as great a commereial value as that -

much cr:p-:l::u:uing. a successiul mathod of

f-"T.T"“-" Wn _ » _h i AT T ‘ ’g 351 34
London. ‘Thia diseovery gave to this Western

b
}

district crade-oil, a value almost equal to

that of other oil-ficlds where this m!phnri '
3

compound was not found. :

In Kent County, the first producing oil-well
was sunk by a Mr. John Lick, a Pennsylvania,
man, in 1863. The year before, a gusher
had been obtainad in Lambton County at the
depth of 165 fect, and the excitement created
by this discovery brought numerous pros |
pectors [rom the United States, cepecially |
from Pemnsylvania, Mr. Lick centred his ‘
mnin offorts en the boundary line between
Kent and Middlesex, on tha Colville farm, in
Camden township. “There he continued his *
;a_l;l_gmp}l." ‘a chronicler informs vs, “until
everything but his bealth and faith were
exhausted and with moncy gon: and lack of

enthusiasm on the part of the proporty :.
holders, he was on the point of abandoning |
the igniloyr when a few gentlemen formed a i
j;}:@‘:’ﬁb&_gompany and furnished means for
th‘e"éb%nﬁié’ﬁbn of the well.” They continued
boring until they reached a depth of three-
hundred and seventy feet, when oil in |
ahundant quantity end good quality was {
obtained. The well, though not a gusher,
produced regularly one hundred barrels a
day until about thirty thousand barrels had
been obtained, when it was blown out
through the carelessness of the engincer in |
charge. The first thousand barrcle of the
production was sold at one dollar a barrel,
but the price rose rapidly as the demand for
it as an illuminant increased until it reached
the maximum price of twelve dollars a barrel.
when it again began to declins  until
it fell to almost its original price. The
report of the discovery of so profitable an
oil well spread rapidly not only throughout
Canada but the United States as well. The
immediate effect was, a rush to this ficld by
an army of speculators, some of them with
unlimited means at their disposal, and a keei
competition for the purchase of neighboring
Jands was com-enced. The price of property

_ soared away vp beyond rcasonable bounds.




‘ 'ﬂ ‘where ths first well was sunk, a
ng the London road to the town
jothwell and south of it, was covered

icks and pumping stations.

The town of Bothwell received an inspira. 4

tion for growth, which caused it to spring
tp in onz night, like Jonah's gourd, to a city
with four thousand inhabitants. Doth sides
‘ol its wmamn strect was built up with business

slocks, some of them, three stories high and
l'mk. Hotels, banks, billiard halls,
' housrs, and numecrous other institu-
ﬂou were eswblished to make provision for

Im varaed roursacnis ol the lransient

}AL ONE FORTY FIVE -

pdes which now made up the major-

m of its inhabitants. The most out. |

standing of these new buildings ercoted was |
miﬁccnl public hall, which was named

tling Hall, after the owner, a brother of

;' be inventor of the famors Catling gun, and

an immense frame hotel built by John Lick.

" But the day of Bothwell's prosperity was

‘short-lived. The speculative side of the oil
l‘u‘tﬂ&-—b*mg mainly supported by

immn capitalists—cams to sudden end by

he appearance of the war-cloud, connected

_with the Fenian raids of 1866, and the rush

. of these men away from the field was as

- rapid as that with which they eame into it

" This exodus proved the turning paint in

" the history of the enterprise.  With so many

£ wells sunk, it was not long until the whole

field was prncncnlly pumped dry. While it

' lasted, it was in itself a profitable enterprise,

~ but not proﬁlablc. however, to all persons

“ﬂm took part in it. Many forlunes were

" made and lost. A few rose up to the status

Qf ‘0il kings,” of whom an historian of the

times singles out three for _special mention,

John” Lick, the original dtmm,"'n:
‘Wells, and Mr. Reid of ﬂuﬁh
.rimul:““ received no
rom the discovery. A boon, a bustle
business, then a decline in
price of oil, followed by a panic w
turn was succeeded by a stampede from
territory, was the final chapter wrhun
the story of the vil-boom of Bothwell md
vicinity, A disastrous fire which totally
Gvoyed the bomb-town was the last event
in its story,

Profitable wells have been sunk sinee in
i e territory, and oil has been steadily pro

.F
i
L
L,
L
E

-

! dozed during the sixty years which have

~ clapeed sinco the first discovery of it in sixty

- three. In addition profitable wells have been

- sunk in the townships of Raleizh, Romney

- and Tilbury and it yet may bz that a goodly

¢« oopls of this valuable product may be
2w red in these and other fields within
the bounds of the county sceing that there are
largo arcas which havg not been prospected
for either gas or oil.

Of more profit, howcver, to the county and

its inhabitants, is the discovery of ‘natural

- gas’, in different localities, and the sinking of

wells which have successfully tapped this

sotirce of so valuable a produet both for fuel
and illumination,

Kent Co ""omae and their Carecers
BRUCE BEDFORD

T IE advance in comforts of the homes of
Kint county which hae been made during
the last century is well exemplified by the
hsne of Bruce Bodiord, lot nine, concession
ens, River road, township of Harwich. Mr.
Dedferd ia a fifth-gencration descendant of
an carly pionecr, Robert Bedford, of Welsh

T




eacent, wha eame to Canada” from " H Thames survey, situatea T AT R
a at the close of the American Revolu. lo:r::::’fm lbe”é':ekor ) "?‘% Sy
ary war. He settled first in Malden -'  road. To this, he'added by later purchases,
ship. county of FEesex, but came to 4 ' ths remaining part of these four hundred .
township in Kent as carly as 1800, = acres. Startine, according to the nccessary

|

| Asa loyalist, he was entitled to two hundred conditions of the ti by log.
| acres of o land grant of which he made house with its .,ﬁl"'i‘...ioi'ﬁ‘ ‘2.1‘::, :f'i
| choice in this township. He engaged in flooriny and the op=n fire-place at the end,
- | farming in summer and teaching school in |~ ho went on improving his buildints as he . -
~ winter, being one of the first school teachers incrzased  his  clearances, ,climaﬂng hig. -
k '__ia this section of the country. : building achievem-nts by ths erection in

g Bruce Bedford is an example of the ' 1875 of the mamnificent brick structure, |hq
. | present-day, successful frechold farmer. In illus:ration of which accompanies this sketch.
..‘190!. he started his career on this farm | In th> various homes he erected and occupied =~  *
[ al‘px.illﬁﬁllg in dairy farming and cattle. It ntil his death in 1889, out of a family of
| is situated on the south bank of the Thames | | gleyen children, he reared eight, by whom, 4

~ | river, about three miles from Chatham city, a
- | rich and fertile soil which lends itself to easy
' drainage. He was married in 1907 to Miss
. Jennie Ferguson of Harwich, and 1o the

puided by the wise counsel of a hard-working
and most exemplary mother, he was greatly
assisted in rodeeming his locaticn from a
state of natvre, to be the magn’fic:nt and

i .

-

{.

!. - parents have been born two children, John well-set-up farm lands which they have since -
K William and Margaret Jean. The home was gome to ba.' All of these children, as they
| erected in 1219 and is now s monument to | grew up, won for themselves highly respacted
1 t his industry and thrift, a modern home in ! ‘end ereditable careers in the various coms

§ § cvery sense which yet may become a type of munities where they lived.
| | the gencral standard for comfort of the homes * The north half of this block of four
L families following farming wms their prndred acres passed over at the death of
¢ | vocation in life, . ‘his father to Andrew, his son. On the

.occasion of his marriaze to Miss Anna
Lawton of Howard township, he erected for

' {hsir homa, a house, which for architectural
eppearance, interior finish, and comfortable
Kent Co b Cores convenienzes, is doubtless second to no other
; ; T T in the townsh!p. Four childrcn were born to
tha parznts in this home, two daughters, both
surviving, and two sons, Gordon and Lawton,
both deccased, Lawton in young manhood
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FEISRINNANS  Seen  Snssdsesecsssied
=3 s e -
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,'A":'\"jc tha fonies errivine in ths carly
‘ortics wh'ch hav~ ocenied a prominent

p'ace in ths commanity life of ing.
rand s?‘ﬂ'n“-‘l(fl’lt. Harw:'ch, was d:’ll :l;eDSI::?: - e ‘thOId 0[ . Promis;ng e lo.ms

;/chonnld. a native of Scotland. Born in his life by drowning at th: Rondeau, June,
nverness-shire in o it 1923. .
tenant on a small]?gfmh;fb::: n.‘::;:. ”]: The original homestead and the south lu!i
1840, he was made a victim of the of tha four-hindred-a-rz blocl't. after his
Mclearances,” his holding was taken from Fbery Aol war Mcupi?d by ki oo Jgincts
him, and with his wife and three children vho carricd on extensive cnfl successful
~he was compelled under the circumstances “; {arm cp-rations until his death in 1913. He
emigrate to America. Arriving in Hnrwicli was marr.ed to Nellie Haylock, dauchter o.f
by way of New York, he purchased in 1842, Rev. Haylock, a minister of the Me.lhod:sl‘.
fortv five acres of unimproved land, com- church, and to them werz born five children, ‘
. prising a portion of a block of land, lots {wo sons and thres daughters. | After her -
, eight and nne in the sixth concession of h':shand:s d-eg‘lh, Mfs. -]_nmgs M.cDonn!_d.
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HE occupant of this home is a
descendant of one of the first i
Argyle families to settle in
Harwich—the great grandson of Mrs.
Neil McViear, a widowed woman, who |
came out with her family of five 0
children from Scotland in 1836, and | ,
settled on this homestead in 1838. It :
has been occupied continuously since by |

e b ¢ her d wiel B e g i G e
— Archie, her son; Neil, her grandson;
and now by John, her great-grandson.
The farm is a fertile clay loam, well courage of the widowed mother of ninety
set up with all modern buildings and im-  years ag% and the industry and thrift of her
provements, a monument to the bravery and  descendants since.

THEE HOME OF JOHN McVICAR,
Teath Concession Road, Harwich.
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HE first farm to be located upon in the inz. After purchasing his present posscs:
Creck Road Settlement, Harwich, was  sions he began at once 1o strike out for
Lot six, in the sixth concession, Thames increased harvest, not by increasing the
river survey. It was scttled first by a cortain  ACTCAEE of his crops, but by adding to the

Richard Toll, who after building a house crop-producing power of the soil, through 3
and 1%aking some clearance upon it, dis- the under-draining of his whole farm and i
covered that there had been @ miscarriage as  the gencrous 0sc of fertilizers, natural and e
to the location of his grant, and so the artificial. The results have justified his 1
ion of it had to pass over to another, hopes and cfforts. The sun of his life, i
one Daniel Fields, who {herefore became the  ROW declining to its western horizon, |
second resident of the farm. secs results that have amply repaid both = 34 - [A
Daniel Fields was a disbanded soldier, a his aspirations and toil. g 1
settler of the Thames river district, one of the L A Of his family, three g
Kent volunteers who joined Brock's army and |l 7] sons and three daughters, |
agsisted in the British attack on Detroit in | | the eldest, upon which
August, 1913. After the capitulation of t . : the mantle of his father's
Detroit, and the freedom from war for a year s > Y, occupation was 1o have |
which followed this success 10 British arms * 7 fallen, received prepara-
in the western District, he, instead of retorm-  § 4 tory education to that end
ing to his farm, as did the other militia-men s 1 at the Guelph Agricul-
from Kent, continued in the army gervice and | & yayxARD, tural College. Like many !
accompanying Brock back to the Niagara S d Doprman,” | GARRTY of our patriotic
bk i {rontier jook part in that other historic event Great World War.  woung men, he enlisted . |
- = . of the conflia—the patlte of Queenston for service in the Great World War and now !
By Heights. in a lonely grave in Europe he lies buried, 1
i 1t : : The block of land originally belonging and with him, not only his own aspirations
L y ' to this soldier-settler and his brother, was and hopes but those also of his home and
o= eventually broken up into sections, the community, and this farm must seck another
o s present owner, A. S. Maynard, coming into 19 carry on 1o higher attainments, the
= ) pomaion of the north-east part of it, in achievements and traditions now associated !
ey ' : 1007. Mr. Maynard, gifted with the two-fold with iis history. |
s, . blessing of health and - :
AR strength, has succeeded in n : TN
B making through his farm as if : "' R ¥ H A
‘ distinguished a career for | ™ d ¢ ;
" himself as is usually within P o L.
L the reach of one choosing s “ C
P agriculture as 3 vocation. " L M
e - Starting out in life, the '
e cldest of a large family, he | &%,
e ! succeeded, by his own un-
: i sided efforts, of gaining
E in the public schools and
R . f business college suficient | = b
intellcctual  atlainments 10 _— __.—-—-'—-"‘-"""'___“—""_"—'—“'-__'_—__ s
“ ' qualify him lo carry o :.::“:: t&gil:‘f;;\m;‘ui}-;'{;‘jjl‘:‘_‘h_
- r successfully his chosen call- : :

7 i__——/f _
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_ John William Wells, a
" popular young man noted
| for his wit and humpur;
born at Morpeth, Ontario,” -
1897; joined 33rd Cana
dian Battalion at London,
September 1915 and
served in France with the
70th Battalion. Killed in
action at the Somme
23, 1916. Son of John William and
Ann Wells, Dresden.

"

R"p‘ihﬁm'&.-{
ster, Cérporal, born July
17h, 1898, in Dewn '
Township. Som of J. M.
Webster and Selind
Momingstar. Entered

olice of Canadian Bank

of Commerce at Blenheim

‘“’emdmh
Enlisted in 103 Rifles,
r 30th, 1914 in 50th Canadian as
al of the Signal Corps.- Killed in

st the Somme, November 13th, 1916,
one hundred yards from Regima
by a shell.

| William Lester Babcock, Privete, 7th Bat
wlion, British Corps. Reported missing after

sttle of Ypres. Son of William and Mrs.
ck, Dresden.

Henry Badgley. son of }
Mr. and Mrs. Sandy
Badgley, Dresden. Went
over seas with 180 Bat./
ralion. Gassed at Vimy
Ridge, served six months
at the front and six
months after the war in :
Germany. Death occurred

after return, due to
/

Wilson Babcock, Sap: |
per in the Canadian_
Engineers. Died Ogtober, .
ath, 1918, in hospital.
Age ninetcen yeats, Son, !
of James and Mrs, Bab-
cock, Dresden.

-l

B Ry | iarm|

| the 149th Battalion. Died at his home in
{‘* Dawn township, "after: yrk
- BT Rt | i T L
?L"‘\ SRR Er e 24
B ST e 0
i _ Bl el .
£ | Nagin Dot
& | John Wellington Davis,

3 died in France.

3
r

ENWARD EVANS

‘J LORNE D.
E 3 FRENCH.
]

|}

o 4

" charged from there April 1918, as entirely
 disabled. Died from effects of this wound.

E’._ ' C. Francis, 1t Canadian Bat-
i» talion. _Died in England. -

Passchendzle on the 30th.

2
Fdward Evans enlisted |
at Chatham Jam. 15th
1915 in the 33rd Bat-
talion. Trained in Canada |
fourteen months. Landed |
" at LaHavre, France, July |

Sth, 1916. On May 2i%,"
1917, was wounded in the

i
%
f

England Dis

L sl SA

i el

\

Lorne D. French, Cor-
poral, son of Mr. and
Mrs. H. J. French, Dres- "
den. Canadian Light In- |
fantry, Princess Patricias.
Wounded in France, |
January, 1917; three "1
months in hospital. Sent
to Belgium, October, :
1917. Killed in action at

\ .

James Goodwin, Pri-

vate, No. 2 Construction

Battalion. Died of war

disabilities - and was

interred in the Dresden -
Cﬂ'ndtl’y: !
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, A. Humphrey, Flight Licutenant, -
and Mrs. M. C. A. Humph- |
lﬂllsln‘uluble‘unioedlh
snant Humphrey was killed at the
of training camp, Oxford, in Eng-
d, during manavre after the armistice.
s in Sombra township; trained in 7lst,
alion; went overseas April, 1916. July.

2 transferred to the Royal Flying Corps,
..7 at Oxford College where ho was

ol 2

A i R T i i S5 B

Robert Charles Kerr,
Private, a Baptist Minis-
ter, enlisted as a private

b I

soldier in the ranks of |
the 147th Battalion. He *
was killed in action st :
Vimy Ridge. 3
] .‘ . - Ny g |

' ;

m LaPointe, Sapper, enlisted in

.lufntw. Died in Toronto. }
9
Johe, Lot Privan

died at sea on the way to_ .
_England, October 8th,
1918, aged 23 years, 5

months and 13 days.

"| Buried at sea.. ' '
k|
X

William Tracy Ogle-
‘tree, son of W. T. Ogle-
tree, of Dresden. Enlisted &
in' the Essex Fusiliers ;
. 21st at Windsor, Ontario,
in 1916. He went to &
England with the 70th
Battalion. Then he was'
sent from England- to
France to reinforce A.
i R Company, 58th Canadlan'_ s
Battalioy, B.E.F., 9th Brigade, 3rd Divisions
ﬁﬂ was rcporled killed on September - 19,
1916, near ‘Courgelette, lfler three months J

'f vice in the trcnchu. : Tl N

oy
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+ "place not located. ~His name written on }

~ Mr, and Mrs. Thomas Smale of Dresden..

" Qsgoode Hall in Toronto.

: Hush Edward Pollod:,
- Private, First Battalion,
¥ Killed 30th August, 1918,
4| at Amiens. Son of Mfo
and “"- !ﬂlhn Pol-
lor.k.

Roy Smale, Private,
enlisted with 70tk Bat.
talion, April, 1916,
Served in France from*
the 6th March, 1917, with’t
the 21st Battalion Cllll
" dian Expeditionary Force
until he was killed in
action on the 3rd"l?-
November following with
ahnpnel shell, west of Passchendele. Bunll

- Memorial at Menin Cate near Ypres. Son of

~ His wife, Mrs. Annie Smale and daughlﬂ'
Do(ol}ly Auduy. reside T Clut]um. §i:

Warren_ O, Smith, Pri- "-'.
vate, joined the United |
Stllel Elpedluonny
Force. Died during in- '
fluenza epidemic at b
Jefferson Barracks in .i
Missouri.  Son of . P KRBT Y 1 o
. and Sally Smith, Dres. & .
Sden. | ; LA

1 Ja ¥

James Wlllnm Mo-

' Vean, Flight Lleulenant.
Signaller, 24th Kent Reg- -
iment- while a student at’}
Chatham Collegme. En- |

listed as a private in the
Divisional Cycluu, Lon- i
don, Ontario. A l.aeu-'.‘-_] 4 : ‘%
- tenant in the 24th Kent AUREY,
J“v‘;':\l:}u” Regiment. Recruited @ / 3%
platoon of Cyclists. Went overseas with 3 &
Captain Kyle'in command. In Old Country 3 E!{

joined the Air Service, spending some time, | N
on the North Sea as a royal coast guanl Yy 5 Fi o
jater served in France; came pack to-Eng-- @ . 78,
Jand, fell fifteen hundred feet. Invalided to '
Canada. Began studies for law, attended - |
Died from th! I
effects. of his’ fa]l December. 9. 192.0‘ N7
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o plonerr
Ry, Harwich
Ve Landen
Wi el o e e 15
¥ ' where b Hns ".
THOMAS JACKBON, B E S 5 un--', e .
Momber of he Ol Dis- s Ty )
X : yenrs o member of the Harwich +
reeve ,eonncil, and nine years :
& its reeve. .
f FUESER T, - CHARLES 1s b
) DUCHANAN, v
P  Reeve of Harwieh, . ' o 3
won of ¥ 1004-05, 1007-07, N oy r
! : 015-18, 1625, , U v
hllm&nﬂ.:h:vbhh ' Fdgar Gillies was lﬂ:: R )
¢ s, natives Argyle- township, 15F8. -}
Shire, mettled in 1842 He re- county, the son of Neil b, .- e ¥
B . atine Gihs: and morters, cramtord, A A0 1
it i leaving 8 i
ke entered the drug Ridgetown Colleginte Institute | was o
in 16 and Toerente University. [Ile’
Uollege  of began his eareer as = publie | \Al\l :
graduating, :"" 4, M'- A it
husiness JAMES GORDON ' !

in Sep- CLARK,
Druggist, Chatham.

Jamen, of v
have n family of two bhoys and two girbs:
, James and Edith,

. Themns Charles  Warwick,
born in London, Knglamd, 1875,
brought outl (o Canmda, n
of fifteen, wnder the Burchell
This man, nnder pre-

of ewning an Acricullaral
for training the sons
geniry how (o farm,
In sdvance from their
the total fees for n
years' conrse, (3w, Ben-
one of the English youths

I

{
e e,

~

v g i

-
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-

p near Woodstork,
to ebtain for himsell
moneys sent ont regularly
Benwell's parenis  for  his
d The plot wan dis- Mayor of Benhelm,
eovered and  Burchell  was 19251928, !
¢ hanged for his crime. A similar
15 but for the early detection of the erime, might have
b the lnd, Thomas Warwick. The first three years in.
| Canada he spent an employee of A lumber eamp in
. Dawn township, Lambion county, In 1802, he was °
; ' pd by his brother, Cdward, two years his senior. In. {
N , with their joint savings, thiey purchased a bush Jot
U of four meres ab Guilds, wd, Inter, one hundred acves of
L wnimproved land.  On this, the two youihfol farmers
the last log-honse of Keal county, and toiled in
! their land wiil specesful achicvement. Thomas
Warwick set out with rorn s a speelnlty, for which
thelr land was well sdapled, aiming to seeurd for high-

! seed corn e market before this had been a

e
e

i St i
PR e

it

monopoly of corn-growers In the United States. Soon

M became not only a grower, Lut with an inereasing i
. demand and market, a eonizactor of high-gende seed \
eern. In 1012, he gave up farming, and entered into the :

Business now being conductod by him, — a dealer in 5
L 'eormn and lumber, and associated with the latter, n ;

* house-builder nnd coniractor, which he is extensively L
oarrying on with Hlenheim town as lis head-quarfers. b |

Alfved A. Micks, n denial
..E-om"‘ surzeon of Chatham, is n native
) piog et of igin county, where be re-
i~ his  public  school  and
pte Institute  edueation:

-

£ 2010 e -2 S0
‘Geo. W. Wands, super-
intendent of the El_uploy-‘
ment  Service of (,;nada. ‘
Chatham, is a nalwe of

Ile  veceived  his  Lrainng  for d L Kent, and a resident © 3
I dentsiry ot Toronto and Philn- L > . 1900. H 1:
A Chatham, since
e delphin, graduating  in 1801, . ! i t ‘member )
et AN Hin degree of LILS, was ob- 2 is a pmmmen i
ininedd from Torento, 1902, He ‘ the Independcnl Order o FAr
Sk e s been an active member in’ * § Foresters prcsidml of the o
2 Park Street United Chureh s iXt ‘Ores b §  Commerce, - :
president of the yowng pourlr'-—- : 1 Chamber © N of e
work and superintendent of it~ 1914, and the Board of . e |
A sinday Schoal,  In 1908 he was t Trade 1924. He has also P
> ALFRED A. HICKS, W rade, Chal of the , X
O T e | L.D.8, D.D.8. 2R { acted as Chairman ; 3
AL ey Uhairman Board of F e dem Hydro - Electric (‘o“\m:- f ‘
- N F Education, b / ] < - m, - the
et Lo + Ohathnm, 1018, t} gt : sion, of ,('h“}h“ ' \ \
1 § i ial Service Council, an¢ ;

murried to Pearl Irens White,
graomdaughter of ploncer Stephen
White, He was associated with
the Board of Iﬁ.l;::altm. -In-n'
it estublished yocntiona

and _ nidded sehool .

: X o ¢ .
in 1914, was president :
: 9] 5 men’s Board of Traded il L%
eﬁ‘?}:ﬂﬂ“"‘tﬁxog .-m.d?l«‘—l ~rpubd Kl d ..'.ah” .u-’--v-’. 2 sl (ARt

\.!‘~u S - i , ‘.‘
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| m) IN 1840, BY COLONEL JAMES. W 1
: OF RALEIGIIL At
A WNIFICENT FOREST DEPARTED AND BECOM‘E ﬁ;.
- PAST ONLY

COU\’I‘Y’S DRAINAGE SYSTEM: ITS GREATEST
CHIEVEMENT. MALARIAL SWAMPS '
* TRANSFOLRMED INTO FERTILE FIRLDS

EARLY SETTLERS ERECTED THEIR OWN
OUSES. MANUFACTURED THEIR FURNITURE,
 AND CLOTHING AND PROVIDED OTHER
OF THE ARTICLES REQUIRED FOR

: THEIR DAILY M :
ONE SEVENTY FOUR wassontic: i st e

- e

ﬁ. R, Charteris, M.D,. M,

W born in (hatham hwnnhip
Real, July 22, 165,

a the centeal

A = 3

»

‘h""" eounty, where he buiit
L Bp an extensior practies, Al lbe
L ool of four yenrs ae moved to C. R. CHARTERIS,
(hat . where e praciiced M.D,, C.M.
Cmatil  bis  death. e 1000,
. e wan appointed physiciun te lhe counly house of
mur wnd couni  Jnil.  In 1804, he became u.
v of the Library Doard, and ehalrman In
and 10035 and I 1004, chalrman of (he Board
Healih, On Nevember 15, 1800, Dr. ﬂuﬁ-fh wias
to Miss Margareiin Webster, m John
posimaster al Florenee, and them were
o thee children, Gwendotine Tanhelln, ('-hurln Mas-
- and Waller Framols, In religlon, he was a Pres.
. #nd In polities, 8 Likernl. Socially, he belonged
ihe Sons of Scotland and to the L 0. 0. F.
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Jacob  Smith, the first
reeve of Ridgetown on ita
inmcorporation in 1877, was
born at Beamaville, Lincoln
county, in 1830. He removed
with his father's family to
Kent county in 1844, and
after several years as a pub- a
lic school teacher, he studied
f ; }'_ medicine, graduating from

' Toronto University in 1856,
MBOII gmiTH, M., He began practise first at
] S8 ﬂm-w of 'Bothwe". but after two years

. own. ocated at Ridgetown where

m“'g" County he comained umtil his death.

i The Smith famiiy were
lhlhd Empire Loyalists. The - great-grand- !
father of Dr. Smith served in the British army |
g the Revolutionary War, and was one of
o who came over and settled in the Niagara
peninsula, in 1874, where many of his descend-
. ants are yet to be found. Dr. Smith was not '
-‘.ly the first rccve of Ridgetown, but held that
fice for several successive years. He was
arden of the county in 1880.
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: Hugh David Cunningham
P s was born at Duart, Orford
i township, September 11th, *

- - P 1834 where he lived until he o i b
e moved to Ridgetown in 1879. i A
b In 1845 he was -.lrriul to e
s 3 Altha Ford, alse of Duart. PR e Sl Loy e
. 1. 7w He owned and operated . permpato i ig e
T ;;"f‘i saw-mill at Duart, and im ‘) ] T A s'-';
‘."ﬁh %, Ridgetown was mlagod in ¢ B Gt BEVEA L
s the lumber business also, but 4o e i
soon pavin 0 “'"c'h he ‘d:;d g ";‘.h X AT e R AN
’ and real estate iness. He 2 e A0 A Foak
CUNNINGHAM. — p i in the prime of life, il sed Sorthy B dacdon
First Mayor of i R .
Ridgetown, June 10th, 1888, Fivp ety %
In municipal affairs, Mr. ) Atk r ,'
. Cunningham took always am active interest. A ‘ PLAS A “‘;
" He was an early reeve of Orford township, a », ¥ & 5 i34
’n‘-.--.la.-l- ‘i’néJkJ‘-#‘L!‘m‘ Ak S

. member of the County Council for many years,
L lld the first Mayor of the town of Ridgetown.
y i
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fbittington, John C. (1860—)—Natlve of
wich township ; son of George Whittingtop,

pm Tyrone, Ircland, and Sophia Chambers, .{i

jom the Orkncys Islands, Scotland, plonegp |
on the Eleventh concession of Harwigh;

pmed in  Harwich “until 1912 townghip
ire ::l’pllxt::nls;?u.: police magi atg
d our i8

3 Blenheim. iop Court in the towp :
Geit, Reginald (b 1479—)—Farmer, Harwich
fownship. Native of Blenheim, Ontario; SR
James H. Grist, native of Wijtshire, Epgland, ..
me of the carliest residents of M-'}

. 0 0. Occupies since 1914 and sucpessiully

| farms, north-gast hali Lot |8 Copcession 8.

‘Rlake Erie survey, formerly the hompgiead of ;

ald McColl, pioneer, Ridge road. Married

to Miss Salina Appleford, daughtes af

e and Mary Incz (Smith) Appleford. One ~

er, Mary, married to Harold Burk of

Apdrow Denholm  (1856—1918)—Native of '
Middlesex county, son of Andrew Depholm and
Jessic Campbell, both of Scotlang. Learped the
ting trade in London, Optarip—~was the .
r and owper of the 'Kincardine Re-
view', ‘Standard’ the first daily in Woodstock, |/
d the Blenheim ‘News Tribune’, Served o
School Board of Blenhejm, the town council.
was Warden of the county in 1916 A
led member of the Presbyterian Church |, |
and an ardept Liberal in poljtics. Hig family
wre; J. Mercer, Blephejm, Horace MeC,
Chicago, Dr. Keaneth A., Parry Sound, Mr. |
Geo. O. Robertson, Wh?llcy, and. Mrs. Edwarg
Chambers, Petrolia.
N -
'@ Edward Brunner, of Thamesville way
born at Seaforth, Ontario, in 1897, son of John
Brunner and Phillipina Bunch, native of Huron
tounty. He established a  hair-dressing and
shaving parlors in Thamesville, 1921; married
HRuth Watts, daughter of Nelson Watts of f
Tecumseh farm, Longwoods Road. :
!
4

BN

|

" Alex. Jeffrey (1875-1277)—The proprietor of
n automobile sale and service business i
Thamesville, was borp in Campbellford, Ontario,
both of his parents being natives of Scotland,
He moved with his family to Harwich in 1882,
‘and was a successful farmer on the Creck Road
in the near neighborhood of Chatham until his
removal to Thamesville in 1925, where he became

oprictor of his present business. He was -

m d in 1896, 10 Della Burk and they have
the following family, Bina, Stanley, Reba, Lloyd,
Lee, Frederick, Grace, Alma and Jean. .

. Baia Jeffrey (1987-7777)—The eldest sop of

Jeffrey, is partner with his father ip the

obile sales and service business in
esville, under the firm name of A. Jefirey

& Son. He was educated in Harwich schools

‘and married in 1918 to. Ethel Mead, a nativé of

i!mt goupty. '

L 10 -
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¥ He is the son of Ezra Sherman Hubbell, and '%

s L

* born in Howard township, of English and :

- of Hagwich; and became a resideat of Thames-

~ River settlement. He was married to Zoetta

© store, and later, a flour and feed store. He was y 7
married in 1888 to Idella Purser, River Road, 1

John Orval Hubbell, muplcipal councillor and
hardware merchant of Thamesville, coptipuing
a business in parinership with his «bfolfuf,;—j
which was established by their father in 1875, ‘%'

%
1

T

=

Maggie Jackman, both of whom were direct
descendants of the first pioncers of the Thames - :

Frances Canton of Wyoming and hav il

M. J. Mulhall (1892-277?)—Hatness mers
chant of Thamesville, was born in Proton
township, Grey county, his parents being pative b
Canadians. His present business in Thamesville =
was established in 1919. Tn 1917, he was mar- |
ried to 1da R. Redmond, of Grey county and .
they have two children, Dora and Vernon. "

Humbrid Graves (1866—?7?7?)—Merchant of '
Thamesville, and village councillor. He wag

Scotch descent; educated In the publie schools
ville in 1898, where he conducted a genernl |

Harwich, and they have had one child, Virgis
Irene, (Mrs, Leslic Mitton), [T

A

Rt Nell Walsen |
‘i‘w'WT‘—”"‘ was m -
J ARAAL Y i :-) Harwich ~ tewn-
A Rt ¥ | e F ; }
Fubis Yok oo Lo AVI8Y N e e R ty, lo J&S3, the -
T T Wl S ol Yo
L A P W Watson and
NTRTESGIRTIE S aatives oF Ars
e = it (Y ;
i s vt " sovt. + 4 -
voire% W '-.'.K'»-“" i e Jand, whe came o
Wpdat M v it ::nm';.l- n
RS S V e Rl Shi ) y N way |-
4 educated In the ' "i
V"'.—P—m-"---_.,wowv_f'—rw'— te schosls of g
e e b nnrwldn and 4
. ., commenced the !
SN S S — .'-:‘.; LI Ilm| lm :
<1y O s @ <7 Ll ns
i 4 m‘.of :
ahipping ves
WP o S and theading |
e VT bolts for B. C, 1
: NEIL WATSON, : ]
" Mull. :
Reene of Baf- °
falo, N. V. Im
1885 he contracter with Batheriand & Iones of Chal-
ham, for the getting out of Umber lo be manafactured | |
nt -ll,e-tluhatlh-lllhpnnbuﬂlhﬁﬂ,i
from the firm in 1800. He was the ploncer postmaster
at Mull, and along with his lumber business carried on ;
n general atore there dealing especial?: in grala and =
produce which he handled through his elevator erected Y
on the Michigan Central line at Mull. After the ces- |
sation of the stave iness, he purchased » planing- |
mill at Ridgetown and established » lumber yard aod .
building business under (he firm name of Taylor & 1

Harwich, which he named
Troy after his native lown In ¥
o the United Btates. Nothing
o St e 31 /mow remains of the village '
e TT.nY S but the name, which, ¢
 ——— ey #
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‘onsf"n,m.._r._...............
.. Orval Iden, born 1898,
~ son of Mr. and Mrs. T,
. Iden, Dresden. Enlisted
- 'at Winnipeg, November,
| 1916, with Tenth Bat '
! talion, CEF. Killed at

e —

~ Vimy Ridge. Faster morn. g
- ing, April 9,1917. :

* George Eberlee was
born at Thamesville,
1897; enlisted November,
1915 at Dresden. Ser- °

. geant-mpjor in 9lst Bat-

- . talion. Transferred from 1.
the 91st to the 186th in l
11916. Went overseas, =

e © 1917; to France, March, )

GEORGE 1918, reverting to private

with 58th Battalion. Killed in action at St.

1 Pierre, April 23, 1918. ‘

Walter James Lucas, Private, son of
'} Horace and Julia Lucas, Dresden. Enlisted
| at Dresden with Number Two Construction
'} Battalion, October, 1916. Served with the
- 37th Company, CF.C. as an electrician.
~ Contracted bronchitis in the Front Line,
France; died in the hospital at Bradford,

; Yorkshire and was buried in England.

'Y born in London.Ontario, 1887. Trained as
' private in the 24th Kent Regiment; obtained
| ' the rank of Captain at the London Military
- School. Reverted to Lieutenant to cross to
*  France, December, 1916, with the first
" Canadian Battalion, B.EF. Enlisted August,
'L 1914, at Dresden, and died of wounds in
1 France, Sept. 3, 1918. His wife, Mrs. Mary
Il Elizabeth Tassie resides at Dresden, Ontario.

a5 AR O

S ' LEXANDER  McVEAN,
' Benjamin B. E. Tassie, Captain, was e i

-

Alexander MeVean way
horn al Weslon, Ontarie,

active  widdertakings in

1890, Tle wns m:‘rrlﬂi o

Sarah Hepnery of Kings-
amily

ton; their T can-
sisted of flve sons awl
ot .,  He died
nt in 1897.

[}
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' made goed settlers. :
' g et
— oldier immigration followed =zlso thy
* later wars of 1812 znd '!;3_’1!. o 7

| naxperience brought insreascd hardships ;
' the lot of the soldier-sttler. NN
distinguished Moravizn established the first

Ciristian Mission in the County. - o8

__Reyeraft, George F. —

. Native of Orford, son of
James Reycraft and Phil-*
licia Shannon, pioneers of
Orford township -who came’
to Kent county from county;

. Cork, Ircland, in the carly
\orties, and were married in_
loward: township in 1835.°
‘fhey raised a family of ten-
children of which George F."

L ok & i’

s - sun n¢ a leading”
S RArE: farmer in Oiford township,
was a member »f the town-' :
ship council for ycars including the office of
reeve. He retired to Blenheim and se
several terms cn the town council, elected mayor |

“in 1921, Later he retired to Blenhicim and there
served en the council boasd, both as reeve and -
mayor, and now chairman of the Board of. -
LEducation. (In religion he was a Methodist, and

/in politics, Liberal
‘ ‘}plzhmarricd‘ (1) Elizabeth_J. Snobelen 1830,
(2) ‘Mrs. Melinda }Moore) Vester. His childs -
rin by Lis first wife are: Grace, Edith, Phyll.u'.
a, Alva, Frank (deccased) and Russel. ' |
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B v : 3 l::ty on domestic beet sugar of one-half
E o suc - : per pound. Notwithstanding thi sists
*‘lm AR BEET TDUSTRY oF ; ance, however, the factorics a:glres:;: and
CANAD. Wiarton were unahle to survive the trying =
.

g

I f:—-mp; UGAR beets were first rrown for

< industrial purposes in Canada
331 in 1881 and during th: two

S42284 yoars following that date, plan's |
erected at Coaticook, Derthier and |
arnham, in the provinee of Quebec. Each
 of these plants proved a (ailure after a short ‘
‘ due mainly to insufficient bect acreare, :
{ incon factory management ond the 1,
3 ,'ua.lll size of the factories, the largest of
. § which was enly 200 tons daily slicing
_ capacity. The operating methods of these
: - factories also were obsolete and impracth
- | cable.

- However,

S

i
-

‘ annual experiments at  the |
- | Ontario Agricultural College from about the |

| year 1889 demonstrated the suitability of |
| the soil and climate of Ontario for the pro-
- | duction of sugar beets, with the sugar content |

. and coeflicient of purity practically equal to 1
 those grown on the continent of Evvope. !

its first seal start in the year 1901, at which
time four factories were eonstracted
. made ready for operation the
- These were at Wallasbury,
N F;slicing capacity; Dyesden, 600 tong}
! (now Kitchener) 509 tons; and Wiarton, 500

{# Even at this lime {he expericnce in beet
¢ sugar manufacture vas far [rom encouraging
R E as th> obstacles to the sucdbss of the industry
T ! in its carly stages werc still extant. At the
! commencement of aperations in the year
1002, a great number of su

| sugar men werc sooured from Germany and

': i Holland to operate the various factories.

| These men did not un
D) " tions, which were altogether different from
those in their own country and it was there:
| fore not until the Canadians learned the
! business thoroughly that any progress Was
. made 9.%,@eeg_of,¢zpssaﬁsmw—a-

709 tons daily

e

The beet sugar indus'ry in Canada received |

and
following year.

Berlin

pposed expert |

derstand local condi- :

|
B
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period of expericnce, The Wiarton factory
was _oloaed alter two feasops and ths
machinery was removed to Santa  Ana,
California, in 1903. The Dresden factory |
was dismantled and removed to Janesville, ‘

P

~ Wisconsin, ip 1901,

The factory at Raymopd, Alherta {erected ]
in 1903) also succumbod nftey a few years of 1
wnsucgessful operation, end in 1917 the |
machinery was yemovyed to Cornish, Uteh.

The Berlin (now Kiteh-ner) factory drifted
plong until the year 1909, when it went into |
liquidation and was taken over from the |
bondholders by the Wallacchurz Svgee Come *
pany, now the Dominiop Sugay Company.

in 1916, the Dominitn Sugar Company -
(with headquarters  at Chatham) cyested
pnother factory, located at Chatham, Ontarie,
with g daily slicing capacity of 1800 tons of
beets,

There are thus three factories in the Last,
all owned by Dominion Sugar *Company .
Limited, as follows;

Location Erected  Preseui
Capacity
Wallaceburg, Ontario 1902 1.400 tons
Kitchener, ” 1902 800 *
Chatham, o 1916 1,800 *

During the year 1925 {ha Utah-1daho Sugar
Company. crected a factory at Raymend,

Alberta, with a daily slicing capacity of 800

tons of bects. However, the plant at

Kitchener has been idle since 1921 so ihere

are only three active plants at this limz.
the area

In the Western Ontario Peninsula
bzet ryns from

planted cach year to the sugar
acres with the

twenty to thirty-five thousand
former figurs prevailing in late years, owing |
to the reductions which have been made in

e |

!
[ g
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eciien aTozded the industry by ths
oo Tarill. Deriny the years of Lich
gr prices the artS on su-er eataring ihy
eRir; was not %0 Lapatant to the Growcrd
g of ree.nt year the low prixs of suzar
avs mal> the amount of protection givea by
e tasil of vory preat importance to 1h3
racTs Gl b0 evoemssye reductions in (he
aril havs imope'led many of the farmers 2
e up the growing of bects.
"~ All sugar bests in Canada are grown by
faracrs under contract wharchy the growers
o guarantecd a cerian prics and in addition
picoive a boaus of so much per ton. In
Westra QOntario this bonas is in accordance
with a sliding scale bascd cn the sugar
gontc oflhebedandmlhamrkmprioc
seogived by the Company for the product of
the crop. The sugar content is ascertained
a polariscopic test made {rom a sample
‘ from each load of beets delivered.
§ Under this contract the gain or loss resulting
{ from a rise of fall, respectively, in the price
§ of sugar is shared by the farmers and tho
3 - manufactursr of the sugar. In Alberig na
L puention js paid to the sogaT centent of th
| individual 's bect deliverics, 1h2’
‘¥ all the cosse:tes (sliced beets)

, with the averaze price received by the
| manufscturer for the product of the crop:
B In Western Ontario, where the industry has
1 been established for over twenty yoars, there
': . are many substantial farmers, especially in
the vicinity of Wallacehurg, whe, few ycais
= ) gs jmmigrant bect
. laboyers from Belgium and Holland. These
: men by their industry and thrift, were eble to
eriough in a few yeors 1o sattle on farms

- | and many of thwow_hnve tho; farms ci‘.enr

. Us——ﬂ
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" and substantial assets in addition. At icast
~ several hundred of them are pow well estab-

L : N Ty

lishad on their own farms which are kept
well stocked and, needless to say, cropped
with a considerable acreage of sngarv becta
each year.

The plant at Kitchener, Waterloo eounty
has been idle for several years and is now
partially disnentled. This is hecause sulli-
clemt aercaze could mot be seeured in the
viemity of Kitchrner and increasing h‘eighl'
rates on sugar bects shipped in from the
Western Ontario p-n'nsula gradually reduccd
tha wargin of profit on the product wneil it
hocame unprofitable to operatc.

The production of bect sugar runs from
thirty te cighty million pounds a year. The
campaizgn, as it is called, lasts for an average
of 100 days each year. Deets are delivered
by trucks, wagons, scows and railways. DBy
products of the process are dried beet-pulp,
a high-grade cattle food which has met with
great favor among dairymen and feeders; and
mother liquor, a splendid fertilizer containing
twelve per cent. potash and four p=r cent.

The latter product was of parti-

nilrogen.
the war years when

cular benefit during
potash was scarce and much sought after.

In 1922 the indusiry was threatened with

extinction by the imposition of an excise tax
on the home production of bact sugar. The
Dominion Government was finally persuaded
of the pornicious effect of this tax end
r-pealed it but, at the same time, reduced the
protection, $0 that the industry is not early
in so good a position as before, There is
room for great expansion of th industry but
with the cost of a modern plant running
about two million dollars (as compared with
one-half million twenty years ago) and
with other unceriainties associated with the
industry, there is vory littlz tsmptation 12 the
capitalist to entcr this field of promotion.

R
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Hesse.

. 1788.

£ 1763, The

o river were i

and Willi

1701 Detroit was
§ became he capit
“ish rules
Treaty of Paris which ceded
£ Camada to Grent Britain ratified
% 1774 Quebec
L cntire British

§  northof the Ohio, and east of the Mississippt
neorporated into the provinee of

mdmadembiedtomgavm .

Mecklenburg, Nassat and Hesse. |
Powell appointed
Pleas for the district

Lunenburg, Me
1789. Hon. william D.
. first Judge of Common

Duperon Baby.

founded by Cadillac and

CHRONOLOGY TABLE \
al of the Western District

.

posscssion, west of New York,

1,

4
Anpwa.b_v-h-.ehmg
1

A

i

ond ruled by French law. ‘
1775. Henry Hamilton sen as Lieutenant- ¥
~ Governor 10 it.. The, western n
) gnder martial law . \
- 9788, First courts established in Upper- |
~ Canada called Courts of on Pleas.
1783. Treaty of P pu-ed sfmlmsr‘
Indepondence 10 the United States @14

Dorchester, by prochmlﬂoﬂa. '

introduced for Uppet bu
Lower : -

Upper Canada,

1

1

of Hesse. i

. 1788. Gregor McGregor appointed first
 Sheriff, and Thomas Smi first Cl.erk. _

t Commissione? of the Peace for the district

Alexander McKee, |

am Robertson appointed Justices of

the Court of Common Pleas.

[ 1791. The Constilutional Act passed div_rid- :

- jng the province into Uppe? end Lowc; A'

. Canada and Colonel John G. Sitr;n:i:::ichnamhm

' je enant-Governo? s
e ¢ French laws or

e —— ——— —

g T

‘..' the Thames river settlement filed with the

“The first requests for land grants

Land Board at Detroit. l
1762. Colonel Jolin Graves Simeoe took
over his duties as first Lieutenant-Governos
of Ontario, and or;aniuedhiscwmh]
July at Kingston. :
1762. The first TParliament of Upper
Canada met at Newark, and enacted that the
Yaws of Eneland instead of the laws of

1
L
i
X

Canada, werz to govern in matters of pror 4
perty and eivil rights in Upper Canada,
Septenber 17ih, British lawe,

1752. Rev. David Zeisherger established a
colony of Christian Delaware Indians on the

Thames river, and named the Mission,
Fairfield. :
1792. At Kingston in July of that year the
pame of La Tranche river was changed to the
Thames by order of Governot Simecoe.

1792. On October 15th the name of the
District of Hesse was changed to the Western

17¢3. In February of that year Governor
Simeoe visited the Indian Mission at Fairfield
and the Thames river cettlement, on the’
oceasion of his overland journey. for military

|

|

District by Governor Simcoc. ll
'\,

¥

. <
reasons to Detroit from Newark and return. |

1793. Chatham selected as a town-site by
Governor Simcoe and named it after the

elder Pitt, whom he greatly respected. 1

1764. A blockhouse erected at Chatham,
and a government ship building plant estab-
lishedwithW.E.Bnkerof Detroit as Super- |
intendent. I
1795. Ths survey of Chatham jnto town
lots commenced, one hundred and thirteen
of one acre cach mapped out by Surveyor
Iredell. :

1796. Amecricans given Michigan and the

|
|
1
H

Ohio district by the Jay treal), Detroit

evacuated by the British and Sandwich be-
came the capital of \be Western District

i
1

I '1
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II‘E oht?ining of _tl:c material out of which to write
“Ihe Story of Kent” has been no small task. The
sources were widely scattered.  From the Dominion

and Ontario archives, froim Government departments.

C T s
- . chureh records, from family documents and files of local |
~ .. newspapers, from the memories of people still living and thes T
B written memoirs of the dead, from the books of travel and the . TR
(iaries of publiec men, from these and many other sources, the. . gy

story had to be gleaned. This required much reading and -
sifting. It would be impossible to cnumerate all the persons
unto whom our Society iy under obligation for the assistance

which they rendered and without whose co-operation this.
volume, in its present form at least, would not have been 3!

possible.
"The value of this assistance is all Lhe more enhanced sinee
o the sole reason for their co-operative effort is found in-an
" anselfish desire that there should be recorded and preserved the ; ’
story of the deeds, adventures and achievements, not only of
‘our illustrious dead’, but also of all that army of men and ' |
women who were instrumental in laying the foundations of our ' : ,
pational institutions, and made the first contribution of success= ~L
ful achievement towards the attainmient of our nation’s future
lestiny and wealth. Phouzh we would fain name each person

of these individually, we must be eontent 1o acknowledge our
‘ndebtedness to them in 2 general Wiy and trust that eachay o
.outributor may find a suflicient acknowledgement in that the 4
hook has been brought to cuecessinl completion through the =
cheerful and voluntary efforts of those who have thus econtri- =
Luted their quots to this encl

We trust, also, that the work iy commend itself to
. wide cirele of readers, arxl ke a source of information to many
coming generations. If this volume serves measure o
commemorate the iriupis and achievements of those first
cnerations of Canadiaus, Lhe story of whose enterprisc,
dustry and perseveranies W all feel it our duty o rccn'rd, then
ach contributor, we arc Sutt will fined in that accomplishment,

Oieire ample reward.
B This volume is the first in a series which e are undertaking

., publish covering every ¢! ity withio the provinee.
' THE EDITOR.




missionary, as he saw the progress which g
n ntﬂmnttmﬂntithadbomdxmubofoﬁ?:::::“u |
 preached to the vanguard of them, an bistoric, because the first !
Sthe ony 50 the ¥hite Settlers in the County of ‘Kent. Not only hed
‘the original number of families been increased by more than five i
‘hundred per cent, but there was also a gratifying increase in the ;
‘m.nto mdnﬂngsmomtholrrmmmmbororhoues ’
‘erected on them. "The luprovements which eéverywhere presented o
- themselves filled him with astonishment. S8ixteen miles below Pairfield
- was a rloumiui"m by a saw-nmill; and fourteen miles farther
~ down, Dolsen's P, 66, an inn and a farm, the proprietor of which
. W3 a warm friend of tho Mission.” With such progress to its credit,
'~ this first settlement in the County oould well be considered as having
mumw established before the close of the first ten years
B Iy e s g : .

Emigration of Scottish ocrofters
to Canada.

- The first movement of the lNinoteenth Century towards further -
" Settlemont was the well-meant, but ill-fated, effort of Lord Selkirk
A to establish a colony of mshiandora on the pruairie lands lying '
. @djacent to the mouth of the Sydenham River. Enigration of the ;
. orofters of Scotland, as the small land-holders or tenants were called,
. bad in this period become an economic and social necessity. The
.~ country was greatly over-populated, and these crofters had to divide
~  and sdbdivide their holdings as their descendant families increased |
- until the holding became too small to provide sufficient land for a |
~ living for their ever increasing numbers. Im addition, the landed :
~ proprietors hed begun to put in force what were called "clearances".
~ A new system of farming was being inaugurated. Instead of small

~  holdings and intensive farming, sheep ranches were being established.
. larger aorecages with inoreased rentals wore put into the hands of a
few holders and the rest were ordered off the estate., Some of the
Proprietors were more heartless than others and the fate which might
befall their erstwhile tenants gave them no concorn. Others were
more humane and sought to assist the evicted tenant to find for him-
self another home. Of this latter class was the young nobleman,
Thomas Douglas, the only son of the fourth Earl of Selkirk who was
born in 1771 at St. Mary's Isle, mouth of the Dee, in Kirkcudbright-
shire, Scotland. %hen his father died in 1799, he inherited the
estate and became the rifth Earl of Selkirk. Immediately he took

.
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. "would find for his tenantry new.end more prof ! il
- : \ itable homes. One of ‘
. these estates he established in Pri Edwa , 1
. Kildonan and the third in this cm:;f rd Island, a second at -

| 3 J from Tobermory to Kent
by sai vessel and open boats.

3 In 1803, he bogan to make preparation to brinz out th.ia

Lt third colony. They were gathered together at Tobor:gry, a port of :
& ‘nun. twenty-six families comprising one hundred and eleven persons,
_, some from the Isle of kull, some from Teree, some from the mainland
b of Argyle and ons at least from Clasgow. From Tobermory they set .
'~ spail for Kirkcaldy but hearing that war had been declared between ';

v

.« - France and England, and fearing they might be molested by French
. . privateers, under counsel of the young Earl, they rmin!d for the i
. .winter at this port. In May, the following year, they set sail in |
+  the ship “"Oughton" of Greenock arriving within sight of the banks of |
Newfoundland within five weeks' time after their departure and at
- Montreal one week later. The trip might be said to be uneventful
- save for the death and burial at sea of one of their numbers, a
 young farmer by the name of Buchanan, an inocident which cast a gloom
over the whole company &and might be sald to presage the many other ,
re to befall them. From Montreal they were con= :
to lachine where batteaux awaited them. By
| were conveyed safely to Kingston, the men of |
_ “their party rowing these unwioldy voss successfully up egainst ;
.. the swift stream of 8t. Lawrence. Here they were Joined by the
. Barl, who had preceded them to America by way of New York coming
overland from thence to Kingston. A small ship was chartered to
s lake Ontario to Queenston. After their effects were §
conveyed a safe distance &bove Nlegara Falls, their men again took ‘
batteaux and rowed themselves along the shore of Lake Erie to Amherst- |
burg eand from thenoe by open boats to their destination. '

. After four months they arrived at
Baldoon, September, 1804.

was pow September,more than four months having been ex-
g:ndod :il.: making thop.‘loum;rl:o when they landed at the farm vhich had
en selected by the Earl for his settlement. It was a triangular

; f thipty thousand aores
treeless % o - tm’ar a parish in the Highlands of Scotland.

ppearan £ the place was from the rirst a rude disappointment.
gﬁ: - t::uom otg:rs had been sent in advance by the Earl to

.Shi p-carpen rected. Tra-
provide dwellings, but notwithstanding mone had ng betaken thenselves

afraid of Indilans
gté::d%ﬂo:.ﬂnswa:h:h;:.m.’ settlers of Balc'loon and thoi:e :ehiigargn
to their unsheltered fate. The days were shortening, rainsor R

ipment
quent, cool nights had alrealy Sotl wiitg:“;o:q:hxnolns surficient

shelter to meet the requirements o
settled where flat oreeks, stagnant pools, and abundance ©

£




Donasax
its r‘nnge;’ within five days of each other. A 1ittie knoll in that

. The inevitable happened. The lack of dwellings was no
. t
test blem. From near Copses of elm, walnut o:zwinm onut‘;air
Adr .::‘tmthouuhh_omefomt,thoyooneomm timber
1l erec for themselves temporary huts. But an epldenic of fever
visited the colony and before they were there one month, |
Ul and his wife and his daughter Enily, aged ten, died from

vel country was selected and there the three were laiad

x diele LI LIE] - h
 @way the first tenants in that plonoer mtmin::ow neglected and

t‘lmaE where they were followed by thirt others of their

re the yoar wus out. Those who #3caped or recovered from

4 *:: epide %o contimued their brave fight against adverse oircumstances _ !

fairly prosperous settlement. But
to face - the one was the American i

and the other the moody waters of Lake St. Clair.,
Hardships inoreused and the settlement
robbed of its lhog.lnd ocattle by Amer-
. doan soldiers in war of 1812-14.

If this venture of lord Selkirk failed, it was not from any

;. lack of motive or effort om his part. Among other undertakings for

benefrit of the colony, a ship-load of onme thousand sheep were

t out by him from Scotland. Lionel Johnson, & native of Northume _

England, a shepherd of Fenton Parm, Voller, came out to America
b 4

pro;ious u:':. 1803, and settled at Albany, New York State. H'fgs

¢ ist of his wife, one daughter and two sons, he accome
D e - inod 'n:gh him there the ot.ﬁer menbers

ed the Barl to ston and jo
At lton, he and his eldest son, James, a lad of

of the colony.
eight years, awaited the arrival of these sheep and drove them from
throuch the woods to the Baldoon farm. A large pen,

the

~ ber.

- the

i m was engaged by lord Selkirk to take charge of these sheap.
pani

. there all the wa
| u.lIt for thenm on the South-easterly part of the famm

or fold, was b
fronting on the Sydenham, where they wers placed every night to protect

then from wolves or other wild beasts and a section of the surrounding

prairie set apart for their pasturage. In addition to this successful
op ranch, the Earl had prgacured a herd of several hundred cattle,

she
- Which also found plenty of pasturage on the treeless plains in the

' opposite side of the river, from the
inmediate neighborhood, but on the oppo e syl s A

co > war of 1812 broke out
dilmtnahnontzh;? :::r:lm Militia on this httle and helpless colony.
Their stores of grain were pillaged, their cattle driven off, and their

" sheep taken off by Captain Forsyth to Detroit under instructions from




-

Finally they were tloodd.ou; by th
mrnmunmogmm." 9

i But the biggeat obstacle to . gru- 038 |
8ite chosen. It was in a seotion oﬂho cou::'r:‘h. ot 3 bt?

rise of the lake level above that whfoh it wa made

8 in 180
| these oonditions to beoome permanent., What had been before ugblo '
' dand became a sea of water over which canoes and boats of considerable
3 2,hnngm ocould be earily floated. These conditions grew worse as the
_.hh'lml ocontinued to rise which it d4id to its greatest height in
‘ by one the settlers beceme discontented and moved off the
uuummnlmtnwmunmnmomm

. 014 Country conditions did not find
a favorable loi%a for continuange in

> But had the oonditions been favorable, it is doubtful if the
. Yenture would have succeeded in the form which it hed been attempted .
- by the Earl. It was an effort to reproduce 0ld Country conditions
. . dn this new land and although the motive was benevolent and generous
. @bove reproach, it could only succeed by the lands of this country
.. Betting into the hands of a monopolistic olass as they had in Scotland
- and other Euro countries. All around the Baldoon section, the
. oountry was be opened out and surveyed into 200-acre lots, of one
.~ Of which a settler might obtain possession on condition of paying only
. Tegistration of Patent fees after doing meedful settlement duties.
. Gourlay, en historian, writing of the conditions of the settlement in
» 1817-18, says, "From an original roll of one hundred and sleven souls
who had settled in 1804, through death, desertion end war causes, it
. had dwindled down to.about ten families and fifty souls.* James
. . Soutar, writing in 1882, says, "This is not quite correct. In spite
of the causes named, the settlement - nov partly spread over adjoin-
- ing lands at the date referred to contained all told, perhaps inocluding
ry few not original emigrant settlers or their descendants, one
red and fourteen souls.®” The Parish Records of Dover Township of
that year subatantiate this latter statement, showing an increase of
its original number in the population of the settlement at

r
the end of ths thirteenth year of its existence.

The Rarl's venture, undertaken at ao-great. a pecuniary cost to
himself could be oounted a failure only in the form originally planned
by him. As a benevolent movement in behalf of his temantry, it was
] %t a success as ocould be expeoted under the cirocumstances. O0f

Donald MoCellum's family, 8o sorely strioken by the epidemic, five of

Note tland, 1 landlords were represented at that time
, R ok i?.ggg.ooo acres of land, that is, an averege

¥

as holding
of 10,000 acres each.



8 family survived, a son and four daughters. Hugh, his
'u~tmmhmofluhwﬁmwamlnwtumpmNWmﬁ;? ﬁﬁh1
ﬁ;-:3agmMMmpmamwnormmwuwmnmupnwsuwﬂlnmm :
nd Werden of the County in 1863. A great-grandson, Norman Curd, 18
. tdhﬁﬁummﬁwmummbmthhwof&mﬂauﬂauﬁhmor

jonsiderable merit. If the sbory of each other anily were
 would doubtless show an aqunﬂy croditable rcﬁord. A

= .- To Lord Selkirk himself, the venturs bro t no gain. The
patent to the Baldoon Farm was granted to him in 1806. He also owvmed,
bosides several other lots in Dover Township, lots 1 and 2, Chathem
Township, oconprising 389 acres, this land now forming a part of the
City of Chathem North of the River. Twice only, after his initial

egain in 1818, On the last trip, he sold his Baldoon
‘Yo and other Dover Township lands to Johnm MoNab, a Hudson Bay trader,
and his Chathan estate to Jemes Woods of Sundwioh, his solicitor, the
father of the late Judge R. 8. Woods of Chatham, and went back to the

. 014 Country in shattered health, two years afterwarda to die. Ke

. received for his lands but a sum, not suffiocient to pay

~ interest on the money spent, but the country to which he brought his

. tenants received in these colonists an asset of inestimable value. !

S e .
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Angzus
John licKenzie
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el YeDonald
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' though highly beneficial to the

© THOMAS IbUm | :
the Pifth Earl of Selkirk,
Born June, 1771, at St.Nary's
Isle, Kiroudbrightshire,

The founder of the Buldoon Settlement wus a s
of the old and noble families of Scotland, the “'mtglggno:rm
Dunbar, the fourth Earl of Selkirk. He succeoded to the fanily
earldom at twenty-eight years of age, being the only survivor of
Soven brothers at the time of his father's doath. In his personal
appearance, he has been described as pleasant in countenance, tall
and spare, fully six feet in height, energetioc and roaauroorui, 'a
Temarkable man who had the misfortune to live before his time'. He
was a contemporary student with Walter Scott at the University of
Edinburgh, & man of literary abilities, the author of several books
and possessed a kindly and generous disposition which led him after
inheritance of the fanily esurldom to devote himself to the assisting
of the poor of his own countrymen to better their economic conditions
by emigrating to Canada. Although a Southron, he learned the Gaeliec
language and during frequent visits to the North of Scotland he -
became extremely fond of the iiighland people. loved with compassion
by the distress caused by the Napoleonio wars and the landlord
"gclearances™, at the beginning of the Nineteenth Century era, he
laid plans for a systematioc emigration policy which he deemed as
the best solution for the removal of the economic distress from
which the British nation was at the time suffering. In August,

- 1803, he brought over three shiploads of Highlanders to Prince

Edward Island, where thoy settled and became a prosperous colony.
The next year, the Baldoon Settlement arrived, and the Prince
Rupert and Rc& River Settlements followed soon after.

In addition to the establishment of these colonies, to

" remove the obstacles to settlement and improvement arising from

lack of faoilities for communication, he offered to build a road
at his own expense from York to Amherstburg at an estimated cost
of £4,0,000 storling, payment to be made by a grant of wild lands
on which he would be able to settle other immigrants. This offer
was turned down by the Covornment. Had it been accepted, we would
have had a "Selkirk Road® corresponding to Tulbot's, and settlement
of Western Ontario would have taken place fifty years im advance

of what it did. The Baldoon Road was built between his two proper-
ties. at Chatham and Leke St. Clair, but his Canadian undertakings,
. 1migrant poor of hi:n own ;omﬁ;y,
ved unremunerative to the earl himself. He died eurly e,
R:'u 8th, 1820. "I never kmew in my life," Sir Walter Scott wrote
of him, "a man of more generous and disinterested disposition, or

ons whose talents and perseverance were better qualiried to bring
great and national schemes to conclusion".
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. JRMES Jounson
Selkirk Settlement, 1796-1873.

e ———

way from Niegara to Baldoon with only Indian trails at
. thelr guidance. ke married Kargaret KeCallum, also of t:c g:ﬁ:tf;r

which wore in service as a volunteer in the Eent Militia the

war of 1812 His son, Lionel, boomaxmu&nenturohantinm_

Beld Sthar Inporeass Sinnys Douimeiter, i ey Sty P
e « Henry k. & grandson, was
k- olerk of the of Wallaceburg for many years, =~ : :

-+ 'MARGARET MoCALLIDM
- e wife of James Johnson,
1797-1891.

Kargaret leCallum was born on the Isle of kull, Scotland, in
1797, daughter of Daniel licCallum and Mary Morrison, who came to - ‘
da in 180, a8 & part of the Selkirk Settlers.  Der father, mother
and one sister dled within three weeks of each other, the firast of the
forty-seven of the settlers to perish bocuuse of the hardships met ,
. within their first year in Canade. She married Jemes Johnson in 1817,
and they settled on a farm a part of the Baldoon tract, where was born
to them a rln.nyortonoh.{ldren, all of whom became prominent citizens

in the ploneer days of the western District.

LIONEL JOHKSON,

. County warden,

1863.

Lionel H, Johnson, of Wallaceburg, was the eldest of a family
of elght children of James and karguret Johnson, borm &t the "Baldoon
Traot™ in 1818, He spent his younger days on the farm; was educated
‘at the Upper Canada Acadeny; moved to Wallaceburg im its primitive
days, and entered commercial life. He was married in 1839. During the
time that the Chatham Gore belonged to Sombra, he was chosen, first in
1845, as its ropresentative in the District Council of Essex, Kent and
Lembton. On the establishment of municipalities in 1850, he was elected
its first Reeve and continued to hold the office of Reeve, or Deputy
Reeve of Sombra or Chatham Township for over twenty-five years. lge was
Warden of the County in 1863. In 1837, he joined the militia, antmaster
served on the frontier till the restoration of peace. He was pos

. Johnson, was
of Wallaced from 1840 until his death. His son, H. Em :
town olerk ::5 librarian of the Public I.ibm. wallace ‘ (4 (ovor)_ |
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