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Recently the writer of this
column was interrogated re-
garding the history of the Aca-
demy Theatre. It is interest.
ing to note that the first local
theatre performances were
held in the old town hall. The
theatre there extended from
east to west with a big stage
at the west end. Steps led
from the floor to the stage on
the north ends with a small
dressing room at the north
side and a narrow passage
way behind a curtain.

The first manager was a
gentleman named Fred Burke
who was followed years later
by Ronbert Menzioc the latier

The first manager was a
gentleman named Fred Burke
who was followed years later
by Robert Wenzies, the latter
a clerk in the Dundas and Fla-
velle dry goods store.

History regarding the early
days of the present Academy
theatre is some what meagre,
but this fine building was
erected and owned by Mr.
Alex Ross, father of Dr. John
Ross, Kent Street west.

For many years the theatre
was operated and owned by
William H. Roenick, a band
leader who was brought to
Lindsay to lead the Sylvester
band. )

This old, historic and beau-
tiful theatre is at present
rendering service under the
control of the Academy Thea-
tre - Foundation. '

For many years the theatre
accommodated travelling road
shows. The Academy was al-
so one of the original silent
movie houses east of Toronto.

A few years ago the theatre
underwent a number of im-
portant changes including a
face lifting job with additions
of a beautiful foyer and car-
peted floor. -

Food for Thought
Hors d ’oceuvres — a ham
sandwich cut into forty pieces.
—Jack Benny




