
June 9, 1972B aseball days are h ere again, 

and days o f yore recalled  

when there was a diamond on 

ev ery  vacant lot and on every  

school yard.

Lindsay had the N orth W ard 

S luggers and East W ard had 

the Yannigans. The Separate 

School at the corn er of L ind­

say and R ussell streets did not 
have a large diamond, but it 

was a busy one, and the dia­
m ond at the East W ard School 
w as the busiest in town.

R ivalry was keen and male 

teachers seem ed to hold the 

respect o f boys if  they played 

the gam e and encouraged oth­

ers to play.

M any a class lesson in arith­

m etic, reading and w riting su f­

fered  w hen school kids mani­

fested  greater interest in 
baseball. Baseball, or sport of 

any kind w as strictly  taboo­

ed and eld erly  people w ere 

usually  shocked if  they heard 
of a ball gam e in the back 

yard.
The first break in breaking 

the Sabbath day took place 
w hen a bunch of young fe l­

low s started to use a sawdust 

diamond outside the then town 

lim its on W illiam  Street, north. 

P layers sneaked their baseball 
m itts, balls and gloves, and, 

unbeknow n to m other and 

dad, these young fellow s had 

a good time, but m anaged to 

run all the w ay hom e in tim e 
fo r supper. G radually  the 

gam e becam e so popular that 

even the parents began to at­
tend.



H istory records the fact 

that in the early  nineteen hun­

dreds Lindsay had a team  call­
ed the Red Birds, a team  w hich 

won the leag u e elim inating 

B elleville , P eterborough, Co­

bourg, P ort Hope, and Osha­

wa.

These team s had paid bat­

teries and at one tim e the 

Lindsay team  brought in a le ft  

hand pitcher by the nam e of 
C urly  M cLaughlin who proved 

to be the best tw irler east of 
Toronto. O ther players in­

cluded Norm  M cGill o f Janet­
ville at first base. H erb W ork­
m an at the initial sack, Herb 

W orkm an at second, who was 

so good that he had a try  o u t1 
w ith R ochester pros., B ert 

M enzies, a shoe m erchant, at 

short, from  Kingston, B ill 

S talker and D ick G rey in the 

outfield  and on outfield er call­
ed Joe M ark from  Valentia. 

The R ed B irds w ore dark redl 

uniform s.

L indsay’s n ext big  dip in 
having a paid ball team  took 

place w hen Brow nscom be a| 

sw eet little  recruit, was pick-! 

ed up at U xbridge, C harlie A ll 
and the Cum m ins brothers 

cam e from  Toronto, follow ed 

by a trem endous speed ball ar­
tist “ Canon B a ll”  Ed Scott, a 

native o f Fenelon Falls who 
played in Toronto.

“ T ed d y”  M iller, a Lindsay 

printer, was a good short stop 

and also a p itcher with a curve 
w ith a five-foot drop. Howard! 

“ T u b b y”  W illiam son was a 
sure catch in the outfield  and 
a. spare pitcher. Jack Stark



from  S y lvester’s was a valu­

able p layer and later on Les 

Richm ond arrived  from  Cobo­
conk and becam e a fixture. 

T h e three Spratt brothers 

w ere excellen t p layers and al­

so becam e the best on St. 

M ichael’s hockey team  in To­

ronto.
A th letic  heroes, or idols, in 

L in dsay’s past include those 

who absorbed the brunt and 
bruises as lacrosse players. It 
was a very  rough tough gam e 
when players w ere w hacked on 

the arm s and shoulders, hips 

and legs and tem pers flared ’, 

m any a p layer ended the gam e 

“ out like a lo g ”  and alw ays a 

doctor was on hand to ban­

dage the injured. The w ater 
boy who was adm itted free  

to the gam e was occasionally 
so busy carrying w ater from  a 

distant pum p that he saw  very  

little  of the game.

“ Sh orty”  E lliot o f the East 
W ard was a good p layer and 

“ Slats”  Riley., a printer at the 

E vening Post was a fast run­
ner and aggressive player. 

W alter Reesor, rem em bered as 
m anager-secretarv o f L indsay 

H ydro, w as a stalw art p layer 

and G eorge C arruth ers a tail­
or, w as another player.


