
November 26, 1970Remember t h e  days when 
makers of h o m e  brew were 
hauled in to court by Inspec­
tors B ill Thornbury, Dave 
Porter and B illy  W arren, when 
making brew on the farm  or 
elsewhere was a knack tried  
by many and when most o f the 
s tu ff was so potent that a 
glass or two knocked imbibers 
out cold?

I ll ic it  s tills  were profitable 
but police sleuths in  order to 
hold the ir jobs had to be on 
the alert and “ go”  day and 
night, mostly at n ight when 
those in  quest o f the stu ff 
would travel miles, park the ir 
vehicles some distance from  
the bootlegger’s shed, rap at 
the back door and be admitted 
after being identified as a 
friend or foe.

Many a vendor was sum­
moned to court and on these 
occasions in  order to get a con­
viction the “ evidence” ' was 
prom inently displayed on the 
magistrate’s desk.

Invariably the bootleggers 
were found gu ilty  but i t  was 
equally determined that the 
Bible oath was forgotten many 
a time. Invariably the law 
■breakers had to  pay large 
iiflgs or go tr> This nefari­
ous bootlegging busmesp was 
“ dished”  w ith  the adopting of 
sensible laws and the estab­
lishment o f the L iquor Con­
tro l Board.

Incidentally the firs t Chair­
man o f the Ontario L iquor 
Control Board was the late J. 
D. Flavelle of Lindsay and the 
Vice - Chairman was L. H. 
Dingman, of Stratford, also a 
stric t temperance man, Editor 
of the S tratford Daily Herald 
and Organist in the Methodist 
Church. The late Mr. Flavelle 
was one of the f irs t temper­
ance advocates to appear on 
a local p la tform  advocating 
the passing o f the Act regard­
ing the establishment of the 
control board. He believed in 
law fu l control and th e . estab­
lishment of liquor stores.

The Fred Cornell brewery

in  Lindsay was followed later 
on by the erection of a large 
d is tille ry  by Thos. Hodgson 
on St. Paul street north, and 
the operation of a plant on 
Pottinger street, in  Ops Town­
ship. 

A  progressive step took 
place in  Lindsay when a brew­
ery warehouse was set up in 
the large brick build ing at the 
corner o f Lindsay and K ing 
streets m  charge of John O’­
Reilly. and this outlet was en­
larged when i t  moved to a new 
build ing on Kent Street east, 
the present outlet.

The firs t store in  Lindsay 
to handle the sale of .hard 
I i  q u o r  was located on the 
south side of Kent street, near 
Lindsay street and the vendor 
was J. R. Shannon, w ith  the 
form er Mayor John O’Reilly 
in  charge. In  la ter years the 
Ontario L iquor Control Board 
opened a store in  the premises 
east o f t h e  Dominion Bank. 
Today the modern store at the 
corner o f W illiam  and Russell 
streets, attends to the tastes 
of the im bibing public, and 
un like  days of old, women cus­
tomers are about as many as 
the males. Guy Gassien is the 
courteous and obliging man­
ager o f the store.

I t  Is recalled that Sir Henry 
Peliett tjf~T0ronlo was the es- 
tablisher of the Lindsay dis­
tille ry  in  the old stone grist 
m ill on Kent Street east, run­
ning the d is tille ry  fo r  a few 
years and also b u ilt an addi­
tion to the elevator across the 
Scugog River which was also 
served by a large bottling 
plant. This bu ild ing has been 
occupied fo r several years by 
the Northern Casket.

A son of the master brewer 
Cornell also became a master 
d istiller.

The Lindsay d is tille ry  and 
the Lindsay brewery are two 
industries long ago buried, 
that provided employment 
fo r a number of men and a| 
th irs t quencher fo r thousand? 
of people. ,


